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PREFACE. 


Since  the  revival  of  learning  in  Europe,  moft  nations 
have  been  emulous  of  bringing  forward  their  refpe£live 
ftores  of  ancient  memorials,  in  order  to  enrich  the  com¬ 
mon  flock  ;  but  a  vaft  treafure  is  contained  in  the  Welfh 
language,  in  manufcripts,  and  the  oral  traditions  of  the 
people,  of  which  barely  a  notice  has  hitherto  been  given 
to  the  world. 

To  invefligate  this  hidden  repofitory,  and  to  bring  to 
light  whatever  may  be  deemed  moft  rare  and  valuable,  is 
the  primary  obje£t  of  the  following  work. 

A  variety  of  means  have  been  often  in  contemplation, 
and  fome  have  been  employed,  for  giving  publicity  to  the 
numerous  colleftions  of  old  writings  in  Wales,  that  are 
fuffering  by  the  ravages  of  time  ;  but  all  have  failed, 
from  not  receiving  that  cordial  encouragement,  which 
the  projeftors  are  apt  to  confider  as  due  to  undertakings 
of  this  nature  ;  at  leaft,  from  the  patriotifm  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  country  to  which  they  may  have  relation,  and  in. 
fome  degree,  from  the  learned,  in  general.  This  ill  iuc- 
cefs  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  attributed  principally  to  the 
want  of  fuch  a  judicious  plan  as  fliould  procure  that 
neceffary  fupport,  by  affording,  in  return,  fome  gratifi¬ 
cation  or  amufement,  in  the  diverftty,  as  well  as  the  in- 
trinfic  value,  of  its  materials. 
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Whether  the  Cambrian  Register  poffefTes  mf* 
rits  to  induce  the  public  to  give  it  patronage,  that  may 
eltablilh  its  permanency,  it  would  be  premature,  at  pre- 
fcnt,  to  give  an  opinion  ;  but  there  is  room  to  hope  that 
fbme  advantages  will  be  perceived  in  it,  if  not  capable 
of  railing  great  expeflations,  at  leaft  of  infuring  a 
reception  fo  favourable,  as  to  render  it  the  means  of 
bringing  forward  thofe  remains  of  ancient  Britilh  monu¬ 
ments,  which  otherwife,  to  the  regret  of  the  few  who 
have  had  opportunities  of  appreciating  their  value,  feem 
deflined  to  be  buried  in  oblivion. 

The  outline  of  the  plan  is  fufficiently  developed  in 
this  lirli  volume,  for  the  public  judgment ;  but  the 
editor  is  very  fenfible,  from  knowing  the  extent  of  the 
materials,  that  the  detail  may  be  improved,  and  made 
more  interefting,  as  the  work  proceeds,  through  the  aid 
of  correfpondents,  whofe  local  opportunities,  in  different 
parts  of  Wales,  mult  enable  them  to  furnilh  many  par¬ 
ticulars  new  and  curious.  It  is  by  fuch  helps  alone  that 
a  hiliory  of  the  popular  fuperftitions  of  the  country  can 
be  obtained  ;  which  is  a  very  interefting  topic  ;  but  the 
editor,  not  having  been  able  to  make  the  necelfary  in¬ 
quiries  to  do  it  jufiice,  is  under  the  neceflity  of  polh 
poning  its  difcuflion. 

In  conducing  this  publication,  a  rule  is  obferved,  of 
not  inferting  fuch  articles  as  may  have  already  appeared 
before  the  public  ;  or  to  make  ufe  of  any  part  of  the 
flock  of  materials,  which  may  have  been  in  the  flighted: 
degree  announced  as  likely  to  be  brought  forward  by 
other  perfons ;  as  their  multiplicity,  inltead  of  exciting 
competition,  can  only  create  an  anxiety  for  their  being 
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publifhed  by  every  poffible  means.  It  is  on  this  account 
that  nothing  is  now  particularly  faid  upon  fome  fubjefts  ; 
as,  in  the  event  of  their  not  being  otherwife  made  ufe 
of,  they  may  be  appropriated  to  the  Cambrian  Re¬ 
gister*. 

With  regard  to  the  fmall  engravings  in  the  prefent  vo¬ 
lume,  they  can  only  be  confidered  as  attempts  toward 
embellithment ;  but,  in  the  fubfequent  ones,  it  is  defign- 
ed  to  give  prints  occafionally,  as  they  may  tend  to  aid  de- 
fcription,  iu  forming  a  more  corre£t  idea  of  the  different 
fubje&s. 

The  map  of  Wales  will  be  found,  upon  examination, 
to  be  the  moft  correct  of  any  hitherto  made  upon  a  fmall 
leak,  as  to  the  geography  and  general  appearance  of  the 
country.  It  could  not  admit  of  the  infertion  of  a  great 
many  names  ;  neither  was  it  particularly  neceffary,  as  it 
is  intended  to  give  maps  of  the  different  counties  and 
diftrifts,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  work. 

From  thofe  who  are  immediately  interefled  in  the 
Cambrian  Register,  grateful  acknowledgments  are 
due  to  feveral  gentlemen,  for  their  communications  and 
affiftance  towards  bringing  forward  the  prefent  volume ; 
and  being  under  no  injunftion  to  the  contrary,  they  beg 
leave  to  mention  by  name  fome  who  have  been  very  zea¬ 
lous  fupporters  ;  particularly  Paul  Panton ,  Efquire  ;  Ri- 


*  Bardifm  will  be  fully  inveftigated  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Weljh  Bards } 
a  work  now  preparing  by  Mr.  Edward  Williams. 

The  Britilh  proverbs  are  likely  to  be  publifhed  from  Mr.  Panton’s 
colle&ion. 

With  refpedl  to  the  Britifh  faints,  the  Rev.  Walter  Davies  has  promifed 
to  elucidate  that  curious  branch  of  ancient  hiftory. 
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chard  Fenton ,  Efqulre,  the  Reverend  Walter  Davies ,  Mr. 
David  Samwell ,  George  Chalmers ,  Efquire,  the  Reverend 
i/.  Parry,  of  Holywell,  Theojihilus  Jones,  Efquire,  the 
Bifhop  of  Dromore,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Hughes,  of  Jefus- 
College,  Oxford,  Mr.  William  Owen,  of  London,  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Symmons,  the  Rev.  David  Williams,  the 
Reverend  Peter  Williams ,  the  Reverend  Eleazer  Williams > 
and  Thomas  Ryder,  Efquire.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  there 
had  been  liberty  allowed  to  announce  the  names  of  all 
who  have  aided  in  the  work  ;  as  it  is  wholly  of  that  ge¬ 
neral  and  public  nature  which  may  be  conceived  to  re¬ 
quire  no  kind  of  delicacy,  or  backwardnefs,  though  ne- 
ceffary  fometimes  in  periodical  publications. 

The  candour  of  the  public  has  been  always  eminently 
difplayed,  towards  thofe  publifhers,  whofe  objeft  has 
been  to  enrich  the  fund  of  hiilorical  and  antiquarian 
knowledge.  If  there  were  occafion  at  any  time  to 
crave  that  ufual  indulgence,  it  mull  be,  in  the  prefent 
in  fiance,  to  overlook  the  imperfe&ions,  which  criticifm 
cannot  help  difcovering,  in  a  new  attempt  to  lay  the 
literary  treafures  of  the  Ancient  Britons  before  the 
world. 

THE  EDITOR. 
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BY  MR.  RYDER. 


Darogan  Merddin 
Dyvod  breienin 
O  Gymru  werin 
O  gamwri ; 

Dywawd  Derwyddon, 

Dadeni  haelon, 

O  hil  eryron 

O  Kryri.  Llywarch  ab  Llywelyn. 

Prophetic  Merddin  erft  did  ling 
The  advent  of  an  omen’d  king. 

Of  Cambrian  race  fubdued  ; 

And  white-rob’d  Druids  too  have  faid. 

That  grace  new-born  ihould  rife  difplay'd 

brom  Snowdon  eagles’  brood.  Meirion. 


By  the  hallow’d  rocks  and  ffiades, 
Woods  embrown’d,  and  darklome  glades; 
By  the  mountain’s  fhaggy  head, 

By  the  ocean’s  murmuring  dread, 

By  th’  horizon’s  awful  light, 

By  Plymlumon’s  hoary  height ; 

While  clouds  condenfing  o’er  his  brow, 
Speak  the  threatening  tempeft’s  vow  ; 

By — hark  !— fee — the  fcouling  fleep, 
Ranging  wildly  o’er  the  deep  ; 

Earth — air — fea — Ikies — alfume  terrific  form, 
And  Cambria’s  genius  rides  amidlf  the  florm. 
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Hark  !  hark  !  hark  !  the  chord  is  ftruck ; 

Heard  ye  the  air  with  fervor  fhook  ? 

What  means  that  folemn  throb  of  woe. 

Yielding  to  the  minftrel  flow  ? 

What  means  that  touch — the  eye  of  fire, 

Glittering  o’er  the  trembling  wire  P 
Paflion  in  a  phrenzy  moves, 

The  chords  fall  lifelefs  to  the  loves. 

Fancy  wakes  another  firing, 

In  airy  tunes  the  mountains  ring  : 

Through  the  vafl  concave — found  is  form’d  on  found, 
And  rude  magnificence  is  heard  around. 

Daughter  of  dark — of  fearful  brood. 

Ideas  fondeft,  earliefl  food  ! 

That  calls  the  embryo  genius  forth, 

While  wifdom  fmiles  on  native  worth, 

That  on  the  goldei&tjp  of  day 
Marks  Cader  Idris'  riling  way. 

While  young  creation’s  burfling  light 
Gives  fnow-clad  Snowdori  to  the  fight ; 

And,  opening  with  a  purple  flream. 

Bids  the  wide  way  lambent  gleam, 

Till  the  proud  bard  the  highefi  praife  may  fharc. 

And  in  the  height  of  conqueft— gain  the  air. 

Say  can  you  bid  the  curtain  glide* 

And  call  your  jetty  locks  afide? 

Around  the  ebon  canvas  throw 
Thoughts  that  fpeak  and  lights  that  glow  ? 

Bring  bardic  ixumbers  forth  to  view, 

Of  bards  who  fang— of  bards  who  drew  ? 

While  many  a  mail-clad  chief  around 
Joyous  lifl’ned  to  the  found  : 

Or  rous’d — indignant  grafp’d  the  Reel, 

And  doom’d  the  caitif  wretch  to  feel ; 

While  lofty  paflion  wak’d  the  welcome  gueft, 

Till  flrains  ol  fofter  tone  inclin’d  to  reft. 

Lo,  Arthur  moves  ;  the  foul-ftruck  lay 
Opens  widely  to  his  way  ; 

Inferior  bards  behind  him  move  : 

Himfelf  the  honors  of  the  grove- 
imagination’s  powers  are  rais’d, 

Nymphs  forewarn'd,  or  hero’s  prais'd. 

See  yon  dame — tread  gently — flow, 

Indulging  folitaiy  woe. 
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Behold  the  chief  that  bleeding  lies ; 

For  him  Ihe  gives — to  heav’n  her  fighs. 

What,  lhall  the  Ton  of  Owain  yield  his  breath  ? 

Fierce  gleam  his  eyes — he  grafps  his  fword  in  death. 

Cadwallon’s  airs  perfuafion  drew, 

Along  the  mufe  of  pity  flew. 

Ah  !  flop  the  winged  fhaft  of  death. 

And  longer  keep  the  fleeting  breath. 

Behold  the  piteous  numbers  flow, 

Round  the  facred  miftletoe  ; 

Sighs  that  feize  upon  the  heart, 

Nor  fruitlefs  call  lor  mercy’s  part. 

The  feeling  warrior  felt  the  {train, 

And  rais’d  his  vanquilh’d  foe  again  ; 

While  heav’n  applauding,  heard  the  poet’s  prayer, 

That  taught  the  hand  of  conqueft  how  to  fpare. 

Who  comes,  in  flowing  garb  array’d, 

Meafured  Heps,  and  feebly  made  ? 

Hoary  locks  and  trembling  head, 

Age’s  bloffoms — of  the  dead  ? 

’Tis  Coel’s  fon — high  Lywarch  moves, 

The  ambient  air  with  joy  approves. 

His  harp  beneath  his  arm  was  hung, 

Around  his  wailt  a  belt  was  flung ; 

His  right  hand  moving  to  and  fro, 

Gave  notice  e’er  the  tongue  (hould  flow  ; 

While  with  a  graceful  air  and  form  inclin’d. 

He  touch’d  the  trembling  firing  and  woo’d  the  lifl’ning  wind. 

“  A  lather  o’er  his  fons  has  wept, 

While  many  a  moon  has  o’er  them  flept. 

“  A  father’s  grief  has  rent  the  air 
With  piteous  cries  of  fad  defpair. 

With  jetty  chord  the  harp  was  ftrung, 

When  the  parent  painful  fung ; 

And  many  a  fob,  and  many  a  figh, 

Accordant  to  the  care  dimm’d  eye, 

Burfl;  in  fad  concert  to  the  lay, 

That  mourn’d  the  proud — the  painful  day ; 

While  echo  to  the  found  gave  cold  return, 

And  own’d,  with  quiv’ring  lip,  herfelf  to.  mourn* 

Have  I  not  {truck  the  warrior  chord  ? 

Have  I  not  charm’d  the  feftive  board  ? 

Has  not  the  maiden  heard  the  {train  ? 

Did  the  not  with  to  hear  again  ? 
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The  children  round  my  knees  were  prefs’d. 

And,  touching  of  the  brings,  were  blefs’d; 

The  old  men  turning  from  the  fire. 

Bade  deafnefs  for  a  while  retire  ; 

And,  welcom’d  by  the  founding  lays. 

Renew'd  the  thoughts  of  former  days. 

Thus  Lywarch  fung — the  thrilling  touch  is  o’er. 
And  Cambria  s  mmflrel  falls,  to  rife  no  more. 

E’er  yet  thefe  eyes  are  clos’d  in  death  ; 

E’er  yet  the  fates  demand  my  breath  ; 

The  harp  once  more  (hall  vibrate  forth 
Sounds  of  joy  to  real  worth. 

I  fee  thy  genius,  Cambria,  rife, 

Bleb  and  protefled,  to  the  fkies. 

A  future  George  {hall  glory  give, 

And  Cambria’s  fame  immortal  live. 

Ye  bards  attend  the  founding  chords  ; 

Ye  feribes  indite  the  flowing  words  : 

Once  more  biall  Learning  round  her  Snowdon  ri fe. 
Beam  o’er  his  head,  and  bloffom  to  the  fkies — 

On  Truth’s  bright  wings,  to  fame  eternal  foar. 

Till  time  biali  fail,  and  record  be  no  more. 
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UNDER 

FIVE  EPOCHS. 


Explanation  of  the  Plan . 


nTHE  following  differtation  is 
A  arranged  and  divided  after  a 
method  which  will  be  conducive, 
by  proper  references,  to  give  a 
confiderable  degree  of  connec¬ 
tion  to  the  various  papers,  which 
fhall  appear  from  time  to  time 
in  the  Cambrian  Register, 
upon  our  national  hiftory. 

By  having  an  outline  of  this 
nature  laid  before  them,  there 
may  be  many  perfons,  having  a 
tafte  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
fubjeft,  who  will  be  ready  to  do 
it  fervice,  by  taking  fuch  points 
in  hand  as  will  help  to  fill  up 
the  appropriate  period,  or  chap¬ 


ter  to  which  it  bears  any  rela« 
tion. 

Such  an  arrangement,  like* 
wife,  being  made  out,  will  in* 
duce  many  to  follow  the  courfe 
of  the  hiftory  more  regularly, 
perhaps,  than  they  would  other- 
wife  ;  and  to  make  the  neceflary 
references,  which  may  lead  to 
conneft  their  eftays  with  the 
proper  heads  of  this  Sketch. 
Thofe  who  fhall  difcufs  matters 
more  at  random,  it  fhould  be 
the  province  of  the  editor  to  re¬ 
fer  their  favours  to  the  proper 
claftes. 


B 


EPOCH  L 


CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1795. 


EPOC  H  I. 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  BRITONS — THEIR  HISTORY  UNTIL  THE  INVASION 

OF  BRITAIN  BY  THE  ROMANS. 


CHAP.  L 

'Preliminary  obfervations.  Ancient  documents ,  often  imperfect, 
unlefs  ajffed  by  fads.  The  nature  of  thofe  fads . 


IT  is  propofed  in  the  iollowing 
pages  to  throw  Tome  new 
light  upon  the  hillory  of  a  nation, 
whofe  origin,  in  common  with 
the  generality  of  others,  is  in¬ 
volved  in  much  obfcurity  and 
fable. 

By  taking  up  the  fubjefl  with 
the  hr  ft  ingrefs  of  mankind  into 
Europe,  we  enter  into  a  gloomy 
wildernefs,  wherein  the  moll  en- 
terprizing  and  fkilful,  who  have 
one  before,  have  been  bewil- 
ered,  owing  to  the  uncertain 
tendency  of  the  tracks  hitherto  dif- 
covered.  Had  we  begun  with  the 
remarkable  epoch  of  the  invafion 
of  Britain  by  the  Romans ,  the 
path  would  have  been  tolerably 
unob ftru&ed  ;  but  urged  by  a  lit¬ 
tle  emulation,  a  palfion  prevalent 
in  the  human  breafl,  we  have 
been  tempted  boldly  to  encounter 
thofe  dangers  that  have  proved  fo 
fatal  to  others  ;  confcious,  at  the 
fame  time,  of  polfeffing  fome  ad¬ 
vantages  which  our  precurfors 
had  not ;  though,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  they  may  be  few  and 
humble,  yet  they  are  very  much 
to  the  purpofe  of  the  undertaking. 

The  notices  given  in  facred 
hillory,  and  what  is  to  be  found 


in  the  writings  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  are  all  the  aids  which  can 
be  had,  towards  difcriminating 
between  the  different  people  who, 
in  the  early  periods,  burst  the 
weftern  bounds  of  Afa  ;  except 
what  additional  light  may  be  dif- 
fufed  from  an  accurate  examina¬ 
tion  of  their  refpeflive  languages, 
perfonal  charafleriltics,  and  ha¬ 
bits  of  life. 

What  ancient  authors  have  faid 
relative  to  this  epoch,  is  often  very 
general  and  vague  ;  fo  that  mofl 
late  writers  have  been  milled,  and, 
in  fome  inllance  or  other,  have 
contributed  to  accumulate  incon- 
fiflencies  and  embarraffments, 
and  moftly,  perhaps,  from  an  at¬ 
tachment  to  fome  ingenious  hy~ 
pothefis,  or  from  the  not  being 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  cor¬ 
roborative  faffs. 

Having  thus  hinted  at  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  hiftoric  memo¬ 
rials  towards  afcertaining  certain 
points,  without  fome  coincidents 
and  acceffory  evidences,  it  ought 
to  be  confidered  what  are  the 
leading  features  of  thofe  proofs 
which  lead  to  the  cleareft  demon- 
ffration. 


Identity 
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Identity  of  languages  is  the  mol! 
univerfally  certain  of  any,  though 
fome  of  tlie  principal  dil!md!ions 
obferved  in  the  external  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  human  frame,  may 
admit  of  confiderable  certainty  ; 
but  comparifons  drawn  from  re¬ 
ligion,  polity,  and  manners,  are 
very  little  to  be  relied  upon. 

It  is  only  from  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  any  of  thefe,  that  a 
fober  deduction  can  be  expedfed ; 
without  that  the  mind  ranges  into 
extravagant  lantacies  ;  hence  we 
meet  with  fo  many  illufory  and 
far-fetched  analogies,  which  have 
brought  inveftigations  of  this  kind 
into  confiderable  difcredit  with 
the  fenfible  part  of  mankind, 
whofe  attention  may  be  cafually 
attrafted  to  the  fubjedl. 

The  firft  efpecially,  from  the 
lax  and  fuperficial  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  purfued,  is 
feemingly  under  a  greater  de¬ 
gree  of  contempt  than  any  in- 
veft igation  built  upon  either  ol  the 
other  two.  Yet  thefe  alone  are 
the  only  guides  now  remaining 
by  which  we  can  difcover  of  what 
origin  certain  ancient  nations 
were,  who  have  been  conlufedly 
denominated  often  the  one  lor 
the  other,  by  the  ancients,  lor 
want  ol  better  information. 

The  whole  of  Europe  is  inha¬ 
bited  by  two  generic  races  of 
men,  except  a  portion  ol  no 
confiderable  extent  in  the  north 


eaft,  the  abode  of  the  genuine 
Tartars.  That  being 'the  cafe, 
every  difference  obferved  be¬ 
tween  one  nation  and  another, 
as  to  the  external  appearance  of 
the  human  frame,  can  only  be  of 
a  trifling  and  an  inconfiderable 
nature  ;  and  that,  perhaps,  may 
rationally  be  attributed  to  the  ef- 
fed!  ol  climate  and  mode  ol  life. 
Confequently  any  opinion  form¬ 
ed  upon  fuch  differences  is  little 
to  be  attended  to ;  efpecially 
when  we  are  to  relied!  upon  the 
frequent  commixions  which  have 
neceffarily  taken  place,  from  the 
condition  in  which,  bv  the  aid 
ol  hift ory  and  experience,  we  fee 
the  fate  ol  this  quarter  of  the 
world. 

The  leal!  dependence  of  all 
fhould  be  placed  upon  arguments 
drawn  from  a  comparifon  of  the 
religion,  laws,  and  cuftoms  of 
different  nations.  The  pidfure 
of  one  will  as  well  fuit  another 
m  the  mol!  dilfant  clime,  in  the 
lame  Hate  ol  progrellion  towards 
civilized  fociety.  Not  only  fo, 
but  we  are  extremely  liable  to 
be  deceived  from  the  want  of  in¬ 
formation  in  the  delineator ;  as 
they  are  matters  requiring  the 
mol!  nice  difcernment  of  the 
fubjed!,  and  correcfnefs  of  judg¬ 
ment  to  form  the  refult  of  what 
is  feen,  fo  as  to  draw  the  leading 
traits  of  the  charadfer  with  a  juft 
and  difcriminating  hand.*" 


*  What  caufe  of  regret  have  we  for  the  want  of  this  difcrimination  in  the  early 
hiftory  of  this  ifland ;  what  numberlefs  abfurdities  and  contradictions  do  we  find  in 
the  works  of  modern  hiftorians,  but  with  one  diftinguilhed  exccpt'on — It  needs 
hardly  to  be  mentioned  that  the  writings  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitaker  zvs  meant  here; 
as  they  may  be  faid  to  form  a  new  epoch  in  Britifh  Hiftory.  We  ai  e  forry  to  lefteri 
his  fame  in  the  leaft  important  points,  but  the  the  truth  of  hiftory  urges  us  to  with, 
he  had  had  a  greater  knowledge  of  the  language  of  the  ancient  Britons ,  fo  that  his  ety¬ 
mologies  might  have  equalled  every  thing  elfe  advanced  by  him,  as  miftakes  of  that 
kind  are  more  detrimental  in  his  than  in  works  of  an  inferior  character. 
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It  is  never  the  lefs  by  inch  cri- 
terions,  and  chiefly  by  the  firft, 
we  are  to  endeavour  to  judge 
more  precisely  to  what  nations  re- 
fpe&ively  belong  the  appellations 
of  Cimbri,  Celts ,  Gauls ,  Scy¬ 


thians ,  Sarmatians ,  and  Goths, 
and  the  many  variations  of  therti, 
by  tracing  out  their  defendants, 

J  o  .  , 

as  they  are  now  to  be  recognized 
in  the  different  parts  of  the  eu* 
ropean  countries. 


CHAP.  II. 

The  Nature  oj  the  primitive  Language  of  Europe ,  and  Language 


o'-" 

T  N  the  endeavours  made  to  deter- 
1.  mine  dubious  points  refpeht- 
ing  the  origin  of  nations,  fignal 
advantages  might  be  acquired. by 
recurring  to  the  aids  which  the 
identity  of  language  is  capable  of 
affording,  if  received  with  due 
difcretion.  As  it  is  intended 
particularly  to  recur  to  thofe  aids 
in  this  work,  it  may  not  be  amils 
to  enter  into  a  curfory  invefti- 
gation  of  fome  unnoticed  prin¬ 
ciples  of  this  wonderful  medium 
for  the  difplay  of  the  human 
mind.* 

We  are  inclined  to  fupport  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  contend 
that  fpeech  is  coeval  with  the 
firft  of  men.  There  are  fome 
who  are  ever  ready  to  treat  fuch 
a  fimple  fuggeftion  with  great 
ridicule,  who  would  wilh  to  per- 
fuade  us  that  man  was  for  ages 
mute,  and  had  a  long  tail,  like 
many  other  of  his  brother  ani¬ 
mals  ;  but  having  a  fuperior  in- 
ftinfft  for  imitation,  he  copied 
from  all  the  creation  around  him, 
as  chance  dire&ed.  Had  the 
abettors  of  the  latter  hypothefts 

*  If  the  reader  wifhes  to  fee  a  general 
will  meet  with  abundant  fatisfadlion  in 
man  refearch,  Monfr.  C.  Gibelin  du  Monde 
learned  man  has  retrieved  the  loti  credit 
the  original  language  of  Europe . 


given  us  the  analyfis  of  language 
as  it  really  is,  and  not  as  they, 
without  a  thorough  examination, 
have  fuppofed  it  to  be,  they 
would  in  that  cafe  have  proved, 
that  there  is  fome  apparent  foun¬ 
dation  for  a  faff  as  ftrange  as  it 
is  unaccountable. 

However,  the  fupporting  of 
one  opinion  or  the  other  has  lit¬ 
tle  connexion  with  the  prefent 
enquiry,  let  us  therefore  pro¬ 
ceed,  and  endeavour  to  arrive  at 
fome  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
that  tongue  which  primarily  and 
univerfally  prevailed  over  Eu¬ 
rope,  fo  as  to  fketch  out  the  ele¬ 
mentary  ftruffture  of  it,  from 
what  help  can  be  obtained  by 
coni luting  fome  of  its  principal 
component  parts. 

The  human  voice  is  capable 
of  uttering  nearly  three  hundred 
fimple  founds;  that  is,  fuch  as 
are  perfectly  vocal,  or  fuch  as 
are  articulate  confifting  of  a 
vowel  and  a  confonant.  All 
other  founds  are  only  deriva¬ 
tives,  or  combinations  of  thefe. 


invefligation  of  language  and  writing,  be 
perufing  that  ftupcndous  monument  of  hu- 
Primitif  There  he  will  difcover  that  this 
of  etymological  refearches  in  his  difplay  of 


o 
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It  would  be  a  natural  and  an 
important  difcovery,  could  the 
faft  be  eflablifhed,  that  every  one 
of  thofe  primary  founds  fhould 
have  an  appropriate  limple  idea 
annexed  to  it,  and  that  the  founds 
and  ideas  fhould  mutually  enter 
into  every  combination  which 
might  take  place,  in  forming 
longer  words. 

But  there  are  perfons,  of  the 
way  of  thinking  before  hinted  at, 
who  fuppofe  that  language  was 
acquired  progreffively,  and  con- 
fequently  that  every  found  had  a 
certain  import  affixed  by  chance ; 
notwithftanding  what  may  be  fo 
fuggefted,  it  will  not  be  difficult 
to  demonflrate  the  jfirfl  forma¬ 
tion  of  fpeech  to  have  been 
ftriftly  fo,  that  all  the  founds 
were  claffed  according  to  the 
different  forts  of  ideas  which  the 
mind  would  be  neceffarily  im- 
preffed  with.  Some  may  urge 
that  fuch  a  regularity  of  con- 
ftruftion  could  not  have  taken 
place,  except  men  were  con- 
feious  to  each  others  ideas,  which 
could  not  have  been  before  the 
medium  for  that  end  was  formed. 
However  furprifing  and  unac¬ 
countable  the  raft  may  be  deem¬ 
ed,  we  find  that  the  flrufture  is 
not  only  thus  far  perfeft,  but  that 
it  is  much  more  fo  ;  for  as  the 
primary  or  Simple  ideas  of  the 
mind  would  properly  divide 
them  Selves  into  a  variety  of 
claffes,  according  to  their  ana¬ 
logy,  fo  it  is  obfervable  that  all 
the  Simple  founds  are  appropri¬ 
ated  to  thofe  ideas,  arranged  and 

*  The  JVelJh  in  particular;  and  indeed, 
teems  partly  ol  that  form  to  this  day. 


preferving  the  like  analogy  in 
found,  as  the  others  do  in 
fenfe. 

Shall  we  fuppofe  that  prima¬ 
rily  fpeech  confifted  merely  of 
Simple  found,  or  that  the  com¬ 
bination  of  thofe  founds  was  co¬ 
eval  with  it  ?  The  former  Seem¬ 
ingly  was  the  faft,  as  Some  lan¬ 
guages  tend  to  prove.*  How¬ 
ever  from  the  necelfary  con¬ 
nexion  between  Some  founds  and 
their  relative  ideas,  man  was  not 
long  before  he  compounded 
them. 

The  fir  A  effefts  of  compofition 
were  words  of  two  founds,  fuch 
as  man,  bar ,  anu ,  canu ,  and  the 
like.  All  wrords  of  three  letters 
with  a  vowel  in  the  middle  have 
invariably  Suffered  an  elifion  of 
another  preceding  it,  the  one 
remainirig  being  that  part  of  the 
found  upon  which  the  principal 
idea  depends. 

Every  particle  of  the  original 
language  muff  have  been  preg¬ 
nant  with  thought,  for  not  a 
found  could  be  uttered  but  it 
had  Some  meaning,  whether  a- 
lone  or  compounded  with  others, 
as  may  be  ealily  proved,  for  in 
the  Weijli  this  is  fo  far  obferva¬ 
ble,  that  tliefe  primary  elements 
have  been  preferved,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  three  or 
four  Score. 

Thofe  affixes  which  form  the 
inflexions  of  verbs,  are  real 
words,  Significant  in  themfelves 
of  the  time  or  aftion  they  are  in¬ 
tended  to  imply,  and  were  fo 
ufed  Separately  or  otherwife,  and 

from  what  liitle  we  know  of  it,  the  China/ a 
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are  fo  ftill  in  the  laft  mentioned 
language.* 

If  the  appropriate  ideas  could 
be  reftored  to  the  tew  elemen¬ 
tary  founds  which  are  now  no 
longer  retained  in  that  tongue, 
it  is  prefumed  that  the  pofitions 
here  laid  down  would  be  efta- 
blifhed,  and  the  original  lan¬ 
guage  not  only  of  Europe ,  per¬ 
haps,  but  of  the  world  com¬ 
pletely  reilored. 

All  the  languages  of  Europe 
evidently  difcover  one  common 
original,  they  are  therefore 
formed  upon  thofe  fimple  founds 
with  their  connefted  abftraft 
ideas.  What  conftitutes  that  di- 
verfity  which  we  find  is  owing 
to  the  appropriation  of  them  to 
a  variety  of  objefts,  to  either  of 
which  the  general  idea  would 
equally  apply.  Thus  fuch  a 
word  as  For  ad  might  imply  a 
road  in  one  dialeft,  and  a  ford , 
pafagc,  or  courfe  in  another  ; 
or  Rhyd ,  a  ford,  fhould  again 
mean  a  road,  as  the  faft  aftually 
is.  However  contrary  to  this 
in  a  vafl  number  the  fame  ap¬ 
propriation  runs  through  lan¬ 
guages  in  general. + 

Poffibly  the  confufion  of  lan¬ 
guages  amongfl  thofe  concerned 
in  the  tumultuary  infurreflion  of 
Babel ,  was  the  effeft  of  merely 
altering  the  appropriation  to 
particular's  which  ftill  belonged 
to  the  fame  general  idea,  for  the 


confequence  of  it  feems  more 
evident  in  that  refpeft,  perhaps, 
than  in  any  thing  elfe  that  can  be 
fuggefted.  And  this  would  be 
fully  adequate  to  the  defign,  and 
at  the  fame  time  without  any  real 
change  taking  place  in  the  do- 
ft  raft  fignifi  cation  of  a  finglc 
word. 

Theinftability  of  languages  is  a 
remark  very  commonly  met  with, 
but  it  is  far  from  being  a  juft 
one,  as  will  be  evinced  in  the 
courfe  of  the  following  chapters, 
from  very  ftriking  examples. 
Perhaps  the  language  which  the 
Saxons •  brought  over  to  Britain 
has  been  the  ofteneft  expofed  to 
the  greateft  hazard  of  a  total 
change,  and  it  may  have  under¬ 
gone  one  more  complete  than 
any  other,  yet  after  all  it  has 
preferved  its  original  teutonic 
ftamina. 

The  moft  general  caufe  of  the 
variety  of  dialefts  then  is  that 
change  of  the  appropriation  ; 
however  there  is  another  more 
early  in  its  origin  than  that,  which 
is  the  diverfity  in  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  primitive  founds,  or  the 
compounding  of  words,  by  peo¬ 
ple  detached  from  one  another  ; 
but  all  had  the  fame  flock  of 
primary  words,  joined  to  the 
fame  abftraft  ideas. 

The  foregoing  pofitions  can 
not  be  feen  in  their  full  force, 
unlefs,  they  are  elucidated  by  a 


*  All  thofe  inflexions  which  denote  adtion  or  motion  are  derived  from  Au ,  fo  move, 
to  go;  and  infinitively,  that  is  going ,  caujing  to  move,  t  he  Rev.  Dr.  Vincent ,  by  dint  of 
acutenefs  of  judgment  and  learning,  has  difcovered  that  it  is  nearly  io  in  Greek  Verbs , 
and  makes  the  root.  A  knowledge  of  the  Weljh  would  have  fhewn  him  a  more 
regular  dedudtion,  and  enabled  him  to  bring  his  fyftem  to  greater  perfedlion. 

+  The  Welfh  word  for  heaven  is  found  in  no  lefs  than  thirty  different  dialedts,  as 
may  be  feen  by  confulting  Chamberlayn’s  Collection  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  We 
might  alfo  feledt  fifty  principal  words  in  the  Welfli  which  run  through  about  as 
many  languages. 

complete 
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complete  fyftem  of  examples, 
which  cannot  be  with  propriety 
introduced  here*.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  may  not  be  foreign  to 
the  fubjeft,  to  introduce  a  few 
inftances,  left  the  preceding  ob- 
fervations  may  be  confidered 
merely  as  loofe  aflertions  with¬ 
out  prooi. 

All  the  words  of  the  primitive 
tongue  in  their  firft  ftateof  com¬ 
bination,  were  refolvable  into 
claffes,  where  each  word  in  every 
particular  clafs  preferved  the 
analogy  or  general  idea  of  the 
whole,  the  nature  of  that  ana¬ 
logy  may  be  feen  by  examining 
this  clafs,  taken  from  the  Welfh ; 
all  the  words  of  which  are  redu¬ 
cible  into  claffes  in  the  fame 
mannerf : 

Rken ,  fupreme  being. 

Pen ,  head;  chief,  principal. 
Lien,  veil,  or  what  is  over. 

Nen ,  vault,  or  canopy  ;  fky. 

Cen,  what  is  foremoft. 

Hen ,  that  is  advanced  ;  elder,  old. 
Sen ,  what  makes  confpicuous,  a 

ftigma,  a  name. 

Gen ,  intelleft,  or  foul ;  the  organ 

of  utterance,  or  mouth. 

Fen,  a  flowing  principle  ;  air. 

The  fame  word  ufed  in  differ¬ 
ent  languages,  preferves  the  ge¬ 
neral  idea,  but  differently  appro¬ 
priated  ;  and  by  this  is  difcover- 
ed  alfo,  if  the  abftrafi;  meaning 
be  correffly  known,  the  reafon 


of  the  various  appropriations  of 
fuch  word  ;  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  may  ferve  for  illuftra- 

tiong : 

Bdl.  f.m.  (by-al)  general  import— 
what  runs  out,  or  jets,  from 
any  center  ;  what  proje&s  ; 
what  is  driven  out,  extended, 
advanced,  raifed,  or  eretled  ;-- 
a  projeftdon,  a  forcing  out,  or 
impelling;  a  prominence.  Ap¬ 
propriated  imports  ;  a  heap, 
a  pile,  a  mound,  a  cone,  a  peak, 
a  hill ;  a  bud  ;  a  boll.  De¬ 
rivatives  ;  Bala ,  a  {hooting 
out  or  difcharging  ;  an  erup¬ 
tion  ;  a  budding  ;  an  outlet ; 
an  efflux  ;  Balant ,  a  fpringing 
out,  a  {hooting,  a  budding,  or 
fprouting ;  Balannawl ,  fpring¬ 
ing,  fhooting  forth  ;  Balannu , 
to  fpring,  or  {hoot  forth,  to 
bud ;  Baidu,  to  fpring,  or 
{hoot  out,  to  projeft,  or  drive 
out ;  Balaw ,  efflux  of  water  ; 
Balawg,  {pringingout,  jetting; 
having  an  outlet ;  Balu,  to 
jet,  {hoot,  or  projedft,  See. 


Derivative  appropriation  in 
different  languages. 

WELSH. 

Bale,  what  ftands  up  ;  a  balk,  a 
ridge  of  land  unplowed ;  an 
irregularity  in  a  furrow.  With 
its  derivatives . 


*  This  illuftration  cannot  be  carried  on  to  great  extent,  or  in  a  manner  to  be  relied 
upon,  but  by  the  knowledge  of  the  Welfh  language,  taking  advantage,  however, 
of  its  filler  dialedls.  A  work  of  this  fort,  we  nnderftand,  is  now  carried  on,  of 
which  a  dictionary,  containing  upwards  of  a  hundred  thoufand  regularly  formed 
words,  forms  an  important  part. 

f  There  feems  a  little  of  that  analogy  in  fome  Englilh  words;  as fight,  light ,  bright; 
but  it  doth  not  go  through  the  whole  clafs. 

t  A  long  lift  of  particular  words  might  be  made  out,  {hewing  a  more  {hiking 
affinity  ;  but  this  fpecimcn  is  intended  to  {hew  what  may  be  done,  by  going  regularly 
through  different  languages. 

Batch , 
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Balck ,  a  towering  or  proud  one, 
a,  prominent,  towering,  proud. 
With  its  derivatives. 

Baldardd ,  abudding,  or  breaking 
out  of  buds.  With  its  deri¬ 
vatives. 

Baldog ,  a  fat  punchy  perfon. 

Baldordd ,  a  babbling  or  prattling. 
With  its  derivatives. 

Balgur ,  a  breaking  forth,  a 
fpringing  out. 

Balwg ,  the  tufts  or  feed  of  flax. 

Bala hoy,  a  palm  tree. 

iW/,  a  protuberance  ;  an  erup¬ 
tion  ;  the  plague. 

Ballajg,  the  hufkv  coat  of  fome 
fruits  ;  as  nuts,  &c. 

Ballaw ,  to  fhout,  to  bellow,  to 
fcream. 

Ballawg ,  a  hedge-hog. 

Balleg ,  a  wheel,  or  bow  net. 

IRISH, 

Bal ,  a  place,  a  fpot ;  a  rock  ;  a 
village. 

Balach,  a  giant. 

Baladh ,  an  effluvia,  fcent,  or 
fmell. 

Balaighe ,  profit,  advantage. 

Balbh ,  a  ffammerer. 

ifo/c,  great,  mighty,  flrong. 

2W«,  a  cruftinefs,  or  hardnefs  of 
the  furface  of  the  earth. 

iW/,  a  limb,  or  member;  away. 

Balg ,  an  open  or  great  gap. 

Balia,  a  wall  ;  a  bulwark. 

Ballach,  a  way,  or  road. 

Ballach ,  fpeckled,  or  fpotted. 

Ballan,  a  teat,  a  dug  ;  a  fhell,  a 
fnail  fhell. 

Ballardhaim ,  to  divulge,  or  re¬ 
port. 

Ballasdadh ,  a  publifhing,  or  fet- 
ting  forth. 

Ballckrith ,  trembling, 

Ballghalar ,  a  plague. 

Ballna/g,  the  limbs,  or  joints. 


Ballog ,  the  fkull ;  a  blot,  or  fpot. 

Ballfg,  a  freckle,  fpot,  or  blot. 

Baltadh ,  a  border,  or  welt. 

Baltin ,  health,  fafety. 

ARMORIC. 

Bal ,  a  berry. 

Balaen ,  broom;  abefom. 

Balan ,  broom. 

Balaven ,  a  butterfly. 

Bale ,  to  walk. 

Balec ,  a  prieff. 

iWz,  a  high-grown  wood. 

Balm ,  a  coverlet. 

HEBREW. 

Bal,  to  throw  together,  to  mix, 
to  confound. 

Bala,  to  wafte,  to  decay;  to  def- 
troy;  this  word  and  its  deriva¬ 
tives,  feem  to  have  had  their 
meaning  in  the  Hebrew,  from 
the  difperflon  at  Babel. 

Baloth ,  bahm ,  daemons  ;  the 
three  fons  of  Noah. 

lebeleth ,  a  wen  ;  having  a  wen, 

Rw/,  a  flump  of  a  tree  ;  Odlober, 
the  fall  of  the  leaf. 

Mebul ,  a  deluge,  or  flood,  an 
overwhelming, 

Tebel ,  the  canopy  of  the  fky,  the 
atmofphere,  the  air. 

Baleg ,  to  hearten,  to  encourage, 
to  flrenffthen. 

o 

Baal ,  to  be  fupreme,  or  m after  ; 
to  have  dominion  ;  to  ufe. 

Baal ,  the  objedt  of  worfhip  a- 
mongfl  the  Babylonians, and  the 
neighbouring  nations,  which 
was  the  fun  or  fire,  under  many 
fymbols. 

j 

GREEK. 

Balagra ,  a  key,  a  lock,  or  bolt. 

Balanos,  glans,  maff ;  acorn. 

Balantion,  apouch,purfe,orbag. 

Balenatos ,  kingly,  royal. 

Balbis ,  a  bar  or  rail. 


B  alios. 
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Bali  os,  various;  fpeckled  ;  rapid. 

Ballo ,  to  throw,  to  fling ;  to 
fhoot,  to  dart. 

Ballo  tk,  {linking  horehound. 

Balfam  on ,  the  tree  or  juice  of 
balm. 

SAXO-GOTHIC. 

Bale ,  a  balk,  or  line  of  unplow¬ 
ed  land. 

Balc-ettan ,  to  belch,  to  cruflate. 

Bald ,  bold,  audacious,  forward. 

Baldfam ,  balfam,  balm. 

Balnu,baleiua,  depraved,  wicked. 

Balgs,  the  uterus,  the  womb. 

j Balo,  wicked,  evil. 

Balfagga,  the  neck.  1 

Balfan ,  balfam,  or  balm. 

Bal/mmte ,  the  water-crefs. 

Balm  tins ,  a  rack  ;  a  hurling  en¬ 
gine. 

Balzvjan ,  to  turn  about,  to  hurl ; 
to  rack. 

Balwith ,  bending;  twined, twill¬ 
ed. 

LATIN. 

Bal ana,  a  vail  fea-fifh,  a  kind  of 
whale. 

Balanites ,  a  kind  of  round  chef- 
nuts. 

Bala nus,  mall,  acorn  ;  a  kind  of 
(hell  fifh. 

Balatro ,  a  fhabby  rafeal. 

Balatus ,  a  bleating  of  fheep. 

Balbus ,  Hammering,  fluttering. 

Balbutio ,  to  Hammer,  to  flutter. 

Balholus ,  a  nepro,  a  moor. 

Ballijra ,  an  engine  to  throw 
miffiles,  a  brake,  or  fling. 

Ballote ,  ffinking  horehound. 

ikz/e,  to  blear,  as  fheep. 

Balteus ,  a  girdle,  a  fword  belt. 

GERMAN. 

2W,  a  bad  action,  a  wicked  deed ; 
nailery,  grief. 

Balbier ,  a  barber,  or  fhaver. 


9 

bold, audacious;  confident, 
ffrortg ;  abrupt,  fhort. 
Baldgrak ,  groundfill,  ground- 
fwell. 

Bald,  jurifdi£Hon,  bailiwick. 
Balg ,  a  coat,  or  fkin,  a  felt ;  a 
hulk,  a  capfula ;  the  uterus, 
the  young  of  any  animal ;  a 
budget ;  a  flrumpet. 

Balgen ,  to  divefl  of  hulks,  to 
{hell,  to  peel ;  to  brawl,  to 
fcold,  to  be  angry. 

Badger ,  a  duellifl,  or  fighter. 
Balke,  a  balk,  or  beam. 
iW/,  a  dance,  a  frifk,  or  fkip. 
Balle,  a  bale,  a  bundle. 

Balz,  lufus  venereus, 

SWEDISH, 

Balja ,  a  large  veffel,  a  vat,  a 
pail. 

iWi,  a  balk,  or  beam. 

Balk,  a  balk  in  a  plowed  field. 

ITALIAN. 

Balbettare ,  to  Hammer. 
Baldacchi.no,  a  canopy. 
Baldanza ,  boldnefs,  courage. 
Baldo,  bald,  or  bare. 

Baldoria,  bon-nre,  wild-fire. 
Baleno,  a  whale. 

Bale  no,  lightening. 

Balenare,  to  lighten. 

Balejlfo ,  a  crofs-bow. 

Baha,  power,  authority;  a  tutor. 
Baliofo,  powerful,  Hout. 

Balire ,  to  govern  ;  to  nurfe. 
Balia,  a  bale  or  pack. 

Ballare,  to  dance. 

Ballatojo,  a  gallery. 

Ballo,  a  ball,  or  dance. 

Balocco,  a  firnpleton,  a  boobv, 
Balleo,  a  belt,  or  girdle. 

Baluaro ,  a  bulwark. 

Balza ,  a  rock,  aprecipice. 
Balzana,  balza,  a  flounce,  or 
furbelow. 


Balzano , 
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Balzano,  white-fpotted,  or  fpeck- 

led. 

Balzare ,  to  bounce,  to  leap. 
ENGLISH. 

Balance ,  a  poife,  overplus  of 
weight. 

Balani ,  fhell-fifh  adhering  to 
others  of  larger  fort. 

Balcony ,  a  projefted  gallery  be¬ 
fore  a  houfe. 

Bald,  bare,  expofed,  or  dripped. 
Baldric k,  a  girdle  ;  the  zodiac. 
Bale,  a  bundle,  or  pack. 

Bale ,  calamity  ;  dedruftion. 
Bale ,  to  throw  water  out. 
jRs/i,  rafter  over  an  out-houfe. 
Balk,  a.  ridge  of  unplowed  land, 
a  mere. 

Balk,  to  refufe  ;  to  difappoint. 
Balkjlajf ’  or  Baljlajf ,  a  quarter- 
daff. 

Ball,  a  dancing,  or  dance. 
Ballafl ,  duff  to  balance  fliips. 
Balliage;  exportation  duty  paid 
by  aliens. 

Balotade ,  a  leap  or  bound. 
Balufler ,  a  fmall  column. 

Balm ,  thejuice  and  tree  fo  called. 

SPANISH. 

Bala ,  a  bullet,  or  ball. 

Baladro ,  a  bellowing. 

Baladron ,  a  boiderous  fellow,  a 
bully. 

Baladronear ,  to  aft  boideroudy, 
to  brag. 

Bala  gar,  a  hay- rick. 

Balago ,  a  whole  reed  of  corn, 
alfo  a  drear. 

Balaguero,  a  heap  of  draw. 
Balance,  a  balance;  alfo  danger. 
Balancia,  a  water  melon. 
Balandra ,  a  bilander. 
Balandran ,  a  caffock. 

Balar,  to  bleat  like  fheep. 
Balazo ,  a  bullet,  or  fhot. 


Balcon ,  a  balcony. 

Baida,  a  thing  ol  no  value;  idlc- 
nefs. 

Baldado,  a  withered  limb. 

Baldar,  to  maim,  to  deprive  of 
a  limb. 

Balde,  a  bucket. 

Baldeo,  a  fword,  in  cant  language. 

Baldio,  wade;  void;  idle;  a 
common.  1 

Baldon,  abufive  language ;  re¬ 
proach. 

Baldonada ,  a  common  drumpet. 

Baldonar ,  to  fcold;  to  abufe;  to 
reproach. 

Baldres,  dreffed  thin  leather,  or 
fkin. 

Balenna ,  valerian. 

Balliurria ,  the  mob. 

Balica ,  a  fort  of  boat. 

Bah  do,  the  bleating  of  dieep. 

Balija,  a  leathern  bag,  a  port¬ 
manteau. 

Bali/a,  a  beacon;  a  land-mark. 

Ballefias,  a  wallet. 

Ballico ,  darnel,  tares. 

Balnadu,  a  gate. 

Balon,  a  great  pack  of  goods. 

Balona ,  a  band. 

Balones,  a  pair  ol  breeches. 

Balfa ,  a  pool,  or  puddle. 

Balfar,  to  fill  with  water,  to 
make  a  puddle. 

I  aljopeto,  a  kind  of  large  purfe. 

Baltrueto ,  a  rambling  fellow,  a 
vagabond. 

Baluarte,  a  bulwark. 

Balvafores ,  the  ruling  men  in  a 
nation. 

Balumba,  a  great  heap  of  thing!. 

Balza,  a  kind  of  banner. 

FRENCH. 

Bal,  a  ball,  or  dance. 

Balade,  a  ballad. 

Baladin,  a  dancer  at  fhows,  a 
buffoon. 

Balafre , 


/ 
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Balafre ,  a  gafh,  or  flafh. 
Balafrer,  to  gafh,  to  flafh. 
Balandran ,  a  large  coarfe  cloak. 
Balay,  a  broom  ;  a  befom. 

Balay  er ,  to  fweep. 

iTz/<g  a  bullet,  a  ball ;  chaff. 

Balire ,  buoy,  or  mart. 

Balweau ,  a  pollard,  a  {lander, 
Baliverner,  to  trifle. 

Ballon ,  a  football. 

Balot ,  a  bale,  or  packet. 

Balote,  a  voting;  ball. 

7  o 

Baloter ,  to  tofs  ;  to  ballot ;  to 
difcufs. 

Balourd,  a  loggerhead, 

7  oo 

RUSSIAN. 

Balaban,  a  fanner  falcon,  a  kind 
of  hawk. 

Balap-oiirka,  a  female  buffoon,  or 

O  7  7 

jefter. 

Balakaew,  to  babble,  to  prattle. 
Balaldyka ,  a  kind  of  lute  with 
two  firings.  ' 

Balajl ,  ballad. 

Balachon,  a  fignal. 

Baldachin,  a  baldachin,  a  kind 
of  canopy. 

Balfam ,  balfam. 

Baloiiew,  to  wafle,  to  fpoil. 

Balia fi ,  a  prattling,  a  prating. 

C  H  A 

Progrefs  of  the  Colonization  o) 
difperjion  of  Babel ,  to  the 

T?OPv  the  period  of  nearly  four 
JL  hundred  years  fubfequent 
to  the  deluge,  mankind  increafed 
and  lived  together,  under  the 
government  and  parental  in- 
jfruttion  of  the  Patriarch  Noah, 
the  preacher  of  righteoufnefs, 
and  his  immediate  defendants. 
The  elevated  and  centrical  coun¬ 
try  of  Armenia,  with  fome  of 
the  neighbouring  regions,  were 
ample  enough  fo  long  to  be  the 


Odf  For  the  fake  of  brevity, 
feveral  words  are  omitted, 
which  are  borrowed  into  the 
modern  languages  in  com¬ 
mon  from  the  Greek  and 
the  Latin. 

The  foregoing  fpecimen  will 
fuffice  to  fhew,  that  much  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done  towards  a  true 
invefligation  of  fpeech,  and  what 
important  information  might  be 
obtained  from  the  completion  of 
the  plan,  of  which  this  is  a  faint 
fketch.  But  fome  may  urge, 
that  the  idea  of  what  is  here 
tracedout  would  prove  too  much 
— That  all  languages  are  but  one, 
and  yet  fo  different,  as  not  to 
be  underflood  in  common.  In 
anfwer  to  fuch.  objection,  it  may 
be  inferred  from  the  premifes 
that  have  been  laid  down,  that 
the  primary  charadteriflic  of  the 
identity  of  languages  confifls,  in 
having  the  fame  combination  of 
radical  words,  and  the  fame  ap¬ 
propriation  of  their  relative  ideas, 
as  an  uniformity  of  conffruftion. 
depends  moflly  upon  thofe  two 
principles. 

P.  III. 

Europe,  from  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  Iliflory. 

nurfery  of  the  world  ;  but  at 
length  it  became  neceflary  to 
device  regulations  for  feparating, 
and  to  branch  out  into  different 
nations  ;  accordingly  in  the  days 
of  Peleg,  the  earth  was  divided, 
when  each  family  had  its  ap¬ 
propriate  allotment. 

The  department  of  the  fons  of 
Japhet ,  agreeably  to  the  divine 
decree,  lay  weftward;  and,  taking 
their  courfe  that  way,  they  thus 

pro- 
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progrefiively  expanded,  fo  as  to 
embrace  the  fhore  of  the  Euxine; 
thus  fome  on  the  right  hand 
entered  Europe  by  the  Pains 
Mceotis  ;  whilft  others  colo* 
nized  Apa  Minor ,  and  afterwards 
croffed  the  Propontis  on.  the  left. 

They  had  made  no  confidera- 
ble  progrefs  in  thofe  directions, 
before  they  were  followed  bv 
wandering  colonies  of  a  people 
descended  from  a  family  whofe 
conduct  had  been  lefs  regular. 
Thefe  were  the  fons  of  Chus , 
who  in  contempt  of  the  facred 
compact,  had  ejected  AJhur  out 
of  his  territory  ;  had  departed 
from  the  primitive  religion  ;  and 
for  their  combination  to  eftablifh 
themfelves  therein  by  the  build¬ 
ing  of  Babel ,  who  had  been 
fcattered  over  the  face  of  the 
earth,  by  the  confufion  of  their 
fpeech.  By  that  fignal  diflipa- 
tion,  they  were  obliged  to  wan¬ 
der  about  in  fearch  of  fettlements ; 
and,  as  it  appears  that  they  had 
made  greater  progrefs  in  fciences 
than  perhaps  any  other  people, 
they  were  confequently  pofiefs- 
ed  of  advantages  which  ren¬ 
dered  them  more  powerful.  The 
re  full  of  this  was,  that  they  en¬ 
croached  upon  the  territories  of 
the  original  people  wherever 
they  came  in  their  way  ;  and  by 
this,  we  fee  them  to  be  the  firft 
who  brought  war  with  its  atten¬ 
dant  evils  amongft  thefons  of  men. 

For  the  fpace  of  about  a 
thoufand  years  more,  which 
brines  us  down  to  the  time  of 


Solomon,  and  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  Grecian  annals, 
thofe  two  original  nations  branch¬ 
ed  out  into  different  tribes,  an¬ 
noyed  one  another,  intermixed 
in  fome  infiances,  fubdued  or 
were  fubdued,  multiplied,  and 
eventually,  towards  the  clofe  of 
that  period,  colonized  the  moll 
weflebn  extremities  of  Europe . 
Such  were  the  events,  as  facts 
and  experience  feem  to  point 
out,  that  muff  have  taken  place 
in  that  region  of  time  fo  hidden 
from  our  view,  under  the  accu¬ 
mulated  clouds  of  the  mythic 
ages,  that  all  is  dark  like  Erebus 
within,  and  the  lightenings,  occa- 
fionally  playing  on  their  out¬ 
skirts,  prove  but  intermittent 
flafhes,  throwing  a  momentary 
light  on  the  monuments  of  hif- 
tory. 

The  outline  of  the  general 
effedl  arifing  from  the  events 
above  hinted  at,  feems  to  be  this. 
The  Cymknans* ,  firft  people, 
or  the  defcendanfs  of  Jfaphet 
had,  towards  the  end  of  the 
period  now  under  confideration, 
become  widely  diffufed  over  the 
moft  acceftible  parts  of  Europe 
in  final]  communities.  The  later 
colonies,  whom  for  the  fake  of 
difcrimination,  (hall  be  called 
Scythians +,  for  fome  ages  here¬ 
after,  fpread  in  different  tribes, 
from  the  'weflern  fhores  ol  the 
Euxine ,  down  into  Greece. ,  and 
the  contiguous  1  (lands  ;  but  in 
the  laft  mentioned  places,  they 
are  inoftly  diflinguifhed  under 


*  This  appellation  is  to  he  found  progrefiively  through  Europe  to  Britain,  and  is 
ufed  to  this  day  by  the  IVelJh  ;  it  being  the  generic  name  by  which  they  call  them¬ 
felves,  and  it  literally  implies  the  frfl  race  or  the  original  people.  j 

4-  Cythu,  the  root  of  which  is  Cavtb,  is,  to  ejedi,  force  out,  expel,  or  difperle;  and 
hence  the  appellations,  Cytbau,  Cytbi,  Cyth'/aid ,  Cytbion ,  Cythavys ;  and  with  Ys  prefixed, 
YHtbau ,  Tfrythi,  Tfgythmid ,  Yfytbion ,  and  Yfgythivys.  all  implying  the  expelled  or  dif- 
per  fed  ones  ;  which  with  the  eiifion  of  the  Yt  would  be  written  Scytbi  or  Sgytbi. 

*  J  the 
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the  appellation  of  Ionian s *,  who 
in  procefs  of  time,  became  blend¬ 
ed  with  the  original  people.  The 
northern  communities  of  thefe 
people  found  it  expedient  and 
political  to  become  more  united ; 
they  accordingly  formed  into  a 
malfy  column,  and  tracing  the 
courfe  of  the  river  Danube ,  they 
penetrated  the  interior  of  the 
continent,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
time  left  their  rear  to  be  clofed 
up  by  the  original  natives. 

It  is  owing  to  the  arrival  of 
the  Scythians ,  or  the  difperfed 
ones,  amongft  the  original  inha¬ 
bitants  we  are  to  attribute,  in  a 
great  meafure,  if  not  altogether, 
that  vaft  confufion  which  took 
place  in  the  hi  dory  of  the  an¬ 
cient  nations  of  Europe .  At 
the  fame  time  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  principles  which 
created  the  leading1  diftin&ions 
between  thofe  two  claffes  of 
mankind,  were  language  and  re- 

C  H  A 
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ligion.  The  one  preferved  the 
original  tongue,  and  with  it,  in  a 
confiderable  degree,  the  pure  re¬ 
ligion  inculcated  by  A Joah;  the 

O  ✓  ,  # 

other,  on  account  of  the  inno¬ 
vations  begun  to  be  introduced 

O  ^  , 

at  Babe!,  with  the  change  of  re¬ 
ligion  loll  the  eft ablifhed  appro¬ 
priation  of  fpeech. 

As  the  darknefs  that  ob  feu  red 
the  preceding  period  became 
diffipated  by  the  dawn  of  the 
hiftoric  times,  we  find  the  Cym- 
brians  and  the  Scythians ,  com¬ 
ing  to  view  in  different  parts  of 
Europe ,  and  under  a  variety  of 
appellations.  The  former,  moft 
generally,  were  called  Cimme¬ 
rians ,  Cambrians ,  Gomerians , 
Galls ,  Galatians ,  Gauls ,  and 
Celts  ;  the  others  were  the  Geti- 
ans ,  Goths ,  and  feveral  other 
names  lefs  known  ;  and  of  whom 
the  Helladians  and  lomans  were 
branches. 

P.  IV. 


The  identity  oj  the  Cymbmans . 

THE  point  now  under  confe¬ 
deration  abounds  with  many 
difficulties,  which  cannot  be 
thoroughly  folved  by  relying 

O  J  %  e  *  O 

upon  what  ancient  authors  har  e 

tranfmitted  down  relating  to  the 
.  ^ 

lubjedf ;  for  111  feveral  inffances, 
fiom  the  paucity  of  their  infor¬ 
mation,  they  may  have  deno¬ 
minated  one  nation  by  the  ap- 


and  other  Jpecjied  nations. 

propriate  appellation  of  another; 
or  may  have  confounded  thofe 
together  who  were  peculiarly 
different  in  every  refpedf.  Thefe 
errors  they  have  a&ually  com- 
mitted,  and  very  f  requently  too  ; 
for  the  Cymbrians  and  Scythians 
are  generally  found  blended  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  not  only  they,  but 
all  the  inhabitants  ot  the  northern 


*  Thofe'  people  who  were  fo  difperfed  from  Buts/,  were,  amongfl  other  names, 
generally  denominated,  Cythites  and  lonians  \  the  latter,  becaufe  of  their  worfhiping 
the  dove,  being  one  of  the  chief  arkite  emblems,  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  wood- 
pigeon,  is  called  Yfgythan  in  Weljh ,  the  charadteriflic  of  which,  is  delineated  in  the 
adage — Ntrth  Yfgytban  yn  el  hadanedd ,  the  ftrength  of  the  wood  pigeon  in  her  wings. 
It  is  poffible,  that  thofe  idolatrous  people  ufed  the  epithet  Jon,  primarily  for  the 
deity,  and  transferred  it  to  the  dove,  on  its  becoming  an  objedt  of  worfhip ;  for  the 
very  fame  word  /on,  is  to  this  day  an  epithet  for  God  in  the  IVelJh  tongue  ;  though 
aiollJy  ufed  in  poety,  and  particularly  in  the  metrical  pfalnts. 


regions, 
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regions,  which  included  the  vail 
country  of  the  Sarmatians ,  were 
called  Scythians 

In  truth,  the  term  Scythian 
was  ufed  fo  laxly,  we  may  a! molt 
deem  it  to  have  the  fame  inde¬ 
terminate  meaning  as  Barbarian, 
in  many  inflances.  In  its  ft  rift: 
fenfe  it  certainly  Ihould  he  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  various  colo¬ 
nies  of  the  Cut  kites,  Mero plans , 
or  Antonians ,  who  were  dif- 
perfed  over  all  parts  of  the 
world  ;  thus  we  find  a  country 
called  Scythia  in  Egypt;  another 
in  Syria  ;  another  in  the  north¬ 
ern  parts  of  AJia  Minor  ;  and  a 
widely  extended  region  of  the 
fame  name,  lying  upon  the  ocean 
ot  In  cha\;  but  in  fpeakingof  the 
Scythians  of  the  north,  we  are 
to  underhand  thofe  who  extend¬ 
ed  in  that  direftion  from  the 
fhores  of  the  Euxine% ,  being  a 
.  combination  of  a  vaft  number 
of  tribes  of  one  common  origin, 
from  whom  were  derived  the 
different  nations,  who  in  after 
ages  compofed  the  mighty  em¬ 
pire  of  the  Goths. 

In  confequence  of  this  impro¬ 
per  ufe  of  the  appellation,  many 
oreat  events  are  recorded  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  hiflory  of 
the  Scythians ,  which  were  in  re¬ 
ality  atchieved  fome  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  properly  fo  called,  others  by 
the  Cy  mb  nans ,  and  the  Sarma- 
-  Cans.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that 
this  obfcurity  only  began  to  be 
difpelled  fo  late  as  the  time  of 
Pliny  ;  for  he  notices,  that  the 
name  of  Scythian  was  every 
wThere  changing  to  that  of  Sar¬ 
matians  and  Germans §.  The 

*  Strabo's  Geogr.  book  ii. 

|  The  famet  book  ii.  p.  744. 


faff  is,  that  as  the  name  was 
found  to  be  ufed  fo  indifcrimi- 
natelv,  it  was  difufed,  as  the  dif¬ 
ferent  people  to  whom  it  had 
been  applied,  became  more 
known  ;  but  hardly  any  thing 
was  known  of  the  Sarmatians , 
befides  the  name  even  to  the  end 
of  the  fecond  century  of  our 
era. 

The  identity  of  the  proper 
Scythians  and  the  Getes  or  Goths , 
is  a  faff  fo  fatisfaftorily  efta- 
blifhed,  that  we  fhall  fuppofe 
any  difcuflion  upon  that  head 
to  be  unneceffary.  It  would 
therefore  be  foreign  to  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  prefent  work,  to 
-  enter  into  the  detail  of  Gothic 
hiflory,  otherwife  than  to  difcri- 
minate  between  the  various 
branches  of  that  people,  and 
thofe  of  the  Cymbric  race.  To 
do  that,  however,  it  will  be  of 
ufe  to  keep  in  view  the  follow¬ 
ing  outline  of  the  firft  progrefs 
of  the  Goths  through  Germany , 
until  they  reached  the  north- 
weft  fhores  of  the  continent. 

It  has  been  already  obferved, 
that  the  people  who  formed  the 
firft  influx  into  Europe ,  were  the 
Cymbrians,  under  whatever  lo¬ 
cal  appellations  they  might  have 
been  diftinguifhed  ;  and  that 
the  proper  Scythians  followed, 
and  made  the  countries  round 
the  northern  fhores  of  the  Eux- 
ine,  their  parental  fettlement  for 
fome  ages.  From  this  hive  pro¬ 
ceeded  immenfe  fwarms  in  vari¬ 
ous  directions  ;  but  the  raofl 
formidable  one,  was  that  which 
began  to  move  weftward,  under 
the  name  of  Getes ,  the  main 

Bryant' t  Mythology ,  Vol.  III.p.  143. 

§  Pliny ,  book  iv.  chap.  12. 
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body  of  which,  penetrated  the 
heart  of  the  country,  between 
the  Danube  and  the  Boryjlenes , 
and  in  its  progrefs  formed  the 
great  nation  of  the  Bajiermans. 
This  people,  about  a  century 
before  the  chriftian  era,  extend¬ 
ed  from  fouth  to  north,  -over  a 
country  five  hundred  miles  in 
length,  from  the  Danube  arid 
the  mountains  of  Carpathia  to 
the  Baltic  ;  and  upwards  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  in  breadth, 
from  the  river  Vijlula  on  the 
weft,  to  the  Chronus  and  Boryj- 
tenes  eaftward*  ;  and  it  may 
be  in  a  manner  confidered  as 
the  nucleus,  round  which  the 
different  German  nations  gra¬ 
dually  expanded  themfelves,  and 
in  procefs  of  time,  covered  the 
weft  of  Fait  ope. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  Getes, 
or  Goths ,  by  thus  prefling  weft- 
ward  in  fuch  a  vaft  body,  left  fo 
few,  if  any,  of  their  race  in  the 
primary  feat  of  their  empire, 
that  the  country  was  thereupon 
overflowed  by  the  prefture  of 
furrounding  tribes,  the  Sarmatic 
and  other  nations. 

Of  all  the  movements  made 
by  the  original  Scythians ,  into 
this  part  of  the  world,  that  Was 
by  far  the  molt  important.  It 
was  the  only  one  of  fufficient 
extent  to  preferve  their  language, 
predominant  over  that  of  the 
firft  inhabitants.  The  fcattered 
colonies  who  fettled  in  Greece , 
Italy ,  and  other  countries  lying 
upon  the  Mediterranean  Sea , 
were  not  of  fufficient  magnitude 
individually  to  produce  the  fame 
eft'ecf  ;  for  they  became  mixed 
with  the  natives,  by  which  means 
theirs  formed  the  component 
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parts  of  the  languages  of  thofe 
countries  only  in  an  inferior 
degree,  the  chara&eriftic  features 
of  which,  ft  ill  remained  Cym- 
brie,  as  may  be  indubitably  pro¬ 
ved,  by  making  a  proper  com¬ 
panion  between  the  various  dia- 
lefts. 

Let  us  now  recur  to  the. 
Cymbnans ,  of  whofe  progreffion 
over  Europe ,  nothing  can  be 
advanced  to  particularize  the 
various  events  which  mull  have 
occurred,  fo  as  to  mark  the 
periods  of  their  different  migra¬ 
tions,  for  the  whole  was  accom- 
plifhed  long  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  credible  hif- 
tory.  All  that  remains  to  be  done, 
therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  is  to 
exhibit  from  the  ftore  of  ancient 
authorities,  the  localities  where 
their  name  was  preferved  ;  and 
in  the  next,  we  fhall  be  able  to 
adduce  home  conclufive  proofs 
to  diferiminate  them  by  examin¬ 
ing  the  languages  of  their  pos¬ 
terity. 

The  firft  feene  of  Cymbric 
ftory,  prefents  the  rear  of  the 
late  colonies  who  moved  into 
Europe ,  ftationed  upon  the  thref- 
hold  of  Afia . — They  give  it  their 
name  ;  it  is  called  the.  Cimmerian 
Bofphorus ;  on  which  flood  Cim- 
mervum  their  chief  city.  They 
were  lofing  ground  here,  owing 
to  the  prefture  of  the  Scythians ; 
but  thofe  who  were-  advanced 
into  the  Tauric  Cherfonefe ,  were 
able  from  the  fecurity  of  their 
fituation,  to  maintain  it  fometime 
longer.  However,  about  fix 
hundred  and  forty  years  before 
Chrift,  they  were  no  longer  in  a 
condition  to  withftand  the  tor¬ 
rent.  Being  eje&ed  from  thence 

they 


*  Strabo ,  book  VII.  p.  3C5. 
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they  were  difperfed,  and  one 
body  of  them  made  its  way  over 
the  mountains  of  Caucafus ,  back 
into  Afia,  where  they  committed 
dreadful  ravages*. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  docu¬ 
ments  we  are  not  able  to  find 
another  locality  to  which  the 
Cymbnans  gave  their  name  until 
we  traverfe  over  the  continent 
to  the  weifern  fhores,  where  we 
find  the  Cimbnc  Cher [one fe,  the 
Si-Cambri  upon  the  Rhine,  and 
the  Cymry  in  Britain ;  but 
from  the  notices  we  have  of  the 
people  appearing  under  this 
name,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
of  their  country  being  named 
after  them,  throughout  their 
progrefs,  wherever  fituated.  It 
was  the  general  and  common 
denomination  of  the  whole  col¬ 
lective  body,  in  all  times  and 
places,  being  the  primeval  one 
which  carried  the  note  of  their 
defc  ent  from  the  fir  ft  origin  of 
their  line.  They  had  many 
other  names  defcriptive  of  their 
locality,  and  mode  of  living  ; 
but  the  moft  univerfal  of  thefe 
were  the  epithets  of  Galli  and 
Celt  a ,  and  when  they  over-ran 
Greece  and  Ajia ,  they  appear 
to  have  been  equally  denomi¬ 
nated  Galli ,  Cel  tee,  Cnnmeni ,  or 
Cimbrih  ;  they  muft  have  there¬ 


fore  carried  thefe  names  into  all 
the  countries  that  they  con¬ 
quered. 

No  fatisfaQory  explanation 
has  hitherto  been  given  of  the 
appellation  of  Cymbrian  ;  atleaft 
none  that  we  can  by  any  means 
accede  to.  The  writers  of  moft 
weight  and  refpeCfability,  have 
generally  agreed  in  deriving  it 
from  Corner  the  fon  of  Jfaphet. 
In  fo  doing,  they  have  appealed 
to  the  Weijh,  whom  they  found 
to  call  thernfelves  Cymry,  and  in 
fo  doing,  they  at  the  fame  time 
allowed  them  and  the  Cymbnans 
mentioned  in  hiftorv,  to  be  one 
people.  This  ftiews  that  they 
confidered  the  word  as  of  the 
W elfh  language,  confequently 
the  ftrufture  of  it  fhould  be 
agreeable  to  the  genius  of  that 
tongue  ;  and  this  they  have  af- 
ferted  to  be  the  faff  from  its 
known  principle  of  literal  mu¬ 
tations.  It  is  true,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  alluded  to,  call  thernfelves 
Cymry  ;  it  is  alfo  true,  there  is 
fuch  a  fyftem  of  mutation  ;  but 
it  is  true  too,  that  all  the  changes 
which  take  place,  are  governed 
by  perfebfly  regular  principles 
upon  which  the  conftrudlion  of 
the  language  depends,  and  that 
any  change  like  that  of  Gymry 
into  Cymru,  is  direftly  contrary 


*  Herodotus,  hod  I.  and  IV.  Diod.  Siculus ,  book  II.  Ptolemy  places  the  Chamariant 
and  Comarians,  as  two  diftindt  nations,  though  originally  the  fame,  the  one  in  Badiria 
along  the  fouth  banks  of  the  Oxus,  and  the  latter  a  little  farther  north  in  the  province 
of  Sogdiana.  Book  VI.  c.  ii  and  33.  From  the  fimilarity  of  the  names,  we  may  fuppofc 
they  were  Cumbrians . 

f  The  Celtae,  who  are  called  Cimbri,  fays  Appian,  encamped  againft  Delphi. 
P.  1196.  Amjld. 

Speaking  of  the  Teutones  and  Cimbri,  Plutarch  fays,  that  the  Cimmerii  were  firft 
known  to  the  Greeks  in  former  ages.  Vol.  2.  p.  495.  Bryan.  The  Gauls,  fays 
Diodorus,  who  in  antient  times  overran  all  Afia,  were  denominated  Cimmerii.  P.  355, 

The  Galata:  of  the  Greeks,  fays  Jofephus,  were  formerly  called  Gomarians.  Antiq, 
lib.  I .  c.  7 . 

Whitaker's  Genuine  Hijiory  of' tie  Britons,  p,  52. 
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to  thofe  principles,  and  there  is 
not  a  Tingle  anomaly  to  be  pro¬ 
duced,  to  fanflion  the  one  in  the 
prefent  inflance.  B  ut  Cy  jury  Would. 
regularly  change  into  Gymry,  and 
To  do  all  words  of  the  fame 
initial  change  in  like  manner, 
according  as  they  are  governed 
in  conftrufliori ;  and  perhaps 
this  will  account  why  Jofephus 
fhould  have  Gomarians  inflead 
of  Comarians,  as  the  name  might 
come  to  him  under  a  particular 
mode  of  exprefhon ;  and  he  is 
the  only  author,  we  believe,  that 
has  it  in  this  form*.  In  looking 
lor  a  word  in  a  language,  it 
would  be  natural  to  enquire  for 
the  general  acceptation  of  it, 
independently  of  its  being  ufed 
in  an  appropriated  fenfe  as  the 
name  of  a  people  ;  for  all  words 
in  an  original  tongue  have  fuch 
general  importf.  The  word 
Cymry  will  admit  of  a  rational 
etymology,  in  the  language  of 
the  people  who  call  themfelves 
To  ;  confequently,  that  is  of  fuf- 
ficient  weight  to  identify  it  as 
belonging  to  that  torigue,  and 
therefore  formed  upon  its  prin¬ 
ciples.  That  fignification  then, 
is  literally  thofe  of  the  firfl  race , 
and  more  laxly  the  firji  people , 
We  will  not  pretend  to  fay, 
whether  this  appellation  was 
adopted  by  the  Cymbrians ,  as 
confidering  themfelves  defcend- 
ed  from  the  elder  branch  of  the 
firfl  family  after  the  flood,  or 
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that  they  did  fo  in  confequence 
of  their  being  the  firfl  colonies 
in  Europe ,  it  will  readily  admit 
of  either  interpretation.  Thefe 
premifes  duly  confidered,  ought 
to  evince,  that  it  is  quite  a  wrong 
fuppofition,  that  the  Cymbrians 
fhould  have  been  fo  called  from 
Comer  ;  indeed,  it  appears  quef- 
tionable,  whether  any  nation  up¬ 
on  earth  has  adopted  a  patrony¬ 
mic  name,  which  can  be  proved 
to  be  derived  from  its  firfl  indi¬ 
vidual  founder, 

Iii  addition  to  the  general  or 
patronymic  name,  as  has  been 
already  obferved,  the  different 
tribes,  or  colonies,  had  other 
appellations,  either  defcriptive 
of  their  fituation  or  manner  of 
life.  Thefe  fecondary  names 
might,  among  fome  tribes,  be¬ 
come  fo  univerfal,  that  the  other, 
in  procefs  of  time,  might  appear 
obfolete.  This  feems  to  have 
been  the  cafe  in  Gaul  properly 
fo  called;  where  the  two  appel¬ 
lations  of  Gal  and  Celt  prevailed ; 
both  defcriptive  of  the  different 
habits  of  life  prevalent  amongfl 
I  hat  people,  which  it  feems  was 
divid  ed  into  two  claffes ;  the 
Galli  being  thofe  who  lived  in 
the  open  plains,  and  purfued 
agriculture;  and  the  Celts  were 
thofe  who  dwelt  in  the  coverts 
or  woods,  and  lived  chiefly  by 
hunting.  The  former  clafs 
would  phyfically  be  more  pow¬ 
erful  than  the  other  ;  it  would 


*  Thus  Cymry  in  the  abfolute,  is  Cymbrians  ;o  Gymry,  of  Cymbrians ;  a  Cbymry ,  and 
Cymbrians. 

f  In  languages,  like  the  Englifh,  which  have  largely  borrowed  from  others,  many 
names  can  have  no  fignification  in  it  otherwife  than  being  a  mere  abfolute  and  appro¬ 
priated  term,  fuch  as  are  Britain  and  Cymbria ,  in  the  fame  tongue,  but  in  that  from 
whence  they  are  derived,  they  have  general  acceptations'  betides.  So  would  an 
Englifhman  fay,  if  a  foreigner  a  iked  for  the  meaning  of  Highlanders  or  Lo%vlanders ; 
becaule  thofe  appellations  are  formed  from  fimple  words  in  his  own  language. 

C  "  gain 
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train  the  alcendency,  and  appear  wards  the  Baltic,  and  over  mt* 
of  the  moft  confequence  to  the  Scandinavia ,  fo  that  the  Limbnc 
obfervation  of  other  nations;  Cher f one  fe ,  and  the  coafl.  own 
hence  the  name  of  Gaul  role  fu-  to  the  Elbe,  being  their  weitern 
perior  to  that  of  Celt-,  and  the  extremity,  was  become  in  a 
fatter  gradually  died  away,  and  manner  infulated  from  the  main 
became  an  adjeftive  defcriptive  body  of  the  nation  which  ex- 
of  that  part  of  Gaul  where  the  tended  to  the  Euxine  eaitward  ; 
habits  peculiar  to  it  prevailed  the  and  about  the  fame  period,  molt 
mod.  Thus,  the  proper  Gauls  probably,  the  confederacy  of  the 
having  fo  difufed  the  patrony-  Saxons,  who  were  another  ra¬ 
mie  appellative,  it  may  be  natu-  mification  from  the  Bajhrmans, 
rally  concluded,  that  whatever  or  under  whatever  other  name 
irruption  they  might  make  into  the  Goths  might  appear  molt 
other  countries,  it  was  generally  formidable  in  their  firft  progrels, 
noticed  by  the  hifforian  under  had  alfo  gained  an  alcendency 
their  popular  name  of  Gaul,  and  in  their  neighbourhood  on  the 
never  fimply  under  that  general  fouth,  and  poffeffed  the  Tea 
and  indigenous  one  of  Cymbri-  coaft  from  the  mouth  of  the  fame 
ans *  river  to  the  borders  ot  Bel- 

The  irruptions  made  by  the  gia. 

Cumbrians ,  mentioned  by  Ro-  But  it  is  a  curious  circum- 
man  writers,  were  from  the  fiance,  that  the  remains  ot  the 
north ;  this  will  lead  us  to  en-  Cymbnans  are  to  be  found  at  the 
quire  for  the  country  able  to  end  of  the  eighteenth  centuiy  in 
pour  out  fuch  vaft  bodies  of  men  the  lfland  of'  Britain,  and  m 
to  harrafs  the  Romans  and  other  Wenden  on  the  eaftern  fide  or 
nations.  Surely  nobody  will  the  reparation  fo  made  by  the 
fav  they  iffued  from  that  infigni-  Gothic  people  m  their  progrels 
ficant  fpot  alone  called  the  Cim -  into  Scandinavia.  This  nation 
brie  Cher  [one fe  ;  even  if  it  were  an  of  the  Wendt  is  now  fituated  m 
emigration  of  the  whole  people ;  Upper  Lufatia,  extended  to  the 
which  pofhbly,  however,  might  north  and  eaft  of  Drezdm.fi  hey 
have  been  the  cafe,  when  that  are  flill  perfectly  a  diflintt  peo- 
great  movement  took  place  about  pie,  but  they  dimimfh  gradually 
a  little  better  than  a  century  be-  in  extent;  tor  they  reached  up 
fore  Chrift,  owing  to  the  pref-  to  the  fhores  of  the  Baltic  about 
fure  of  the  Gothic  nations ;  for  two  hundred  years  ago;  and  are- 
in  the  time  of  Tacitus  their  re-  doubtlefs  a  remnant  of  the  an-, 
mains  were  reduced  to  a  fmall  cient  tubes  o  Jhi,  o  n/h* 
tribe  in  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  and  Venedi.  .  I  hey  are  detached 
the  country,  near  the  mouth  of  from  the  mam  bodv  of  their  ou¬ 
tlie  Elbe.  '  It  is  to  be  obferved,  ginal  race,  the  Poles  by  a  con- 
that  prior  to  that  period  the  conn-  fiderable  extent  or  country, 
try  of  the  northern  Cymbnans  therefore  it  is  very  remarkable 
had  been  difeonnefted  by  the  that  they  fhould  have  o  ong 
progrefs  of  th e  Bqjlernians  to-  preferved  their  Sclavonic  aia- 
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lexl,  infulated  as  they  are  in  the 
midft  of  the  Germans . 

Thefe  feparated  nations  are  a!s 
it  were  the  detached  links  of  that 
vaft  chain  ot  Cymbridns  who 
originally  covered  Europe ;  bro¬ 
ken,  it  is  true,  on  the  fouth 
fide  in  very  early  times,  but  to 
the  northward  we  find  them  more 
entire. 

What  an  immenfe  fcene  is 
opened  here  to  the  obferving 
mind.  It  fhews  the  Sarmatians 
and  the  Cymbrians  to  be  one 
people.  And  it  is  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  inftance  of  the  flowneis 
of  the  progrefs  of  this  kind  of 
inveffigation,  which  has  com¬ 
menced  about  two  thoufand  years 
paff,  and  yet  a  point  of  fuch  in¬ 
finite  magnitude  is  left  after  all 
to  be  announced  through  a  me¬ 
dium  fo  obfcure,  and  in  a  ffrain 
fo  humble,  that  the  world  per¬ 
haps  will  not  floop  to  liften  to  its 
accents. 

This  difcovery  will  bring  to 
our  view  the  great  portion  of 
Europe  (fill  inhabited  by  the 
Cymbrians ,  under  whatever  par¬ 
ticular  appellation  any  nation 
defcended  from  that  race  may 
be  now  called :  whether  thofe 
who  fpeak  the  Sclavonic ,  Irijh , 
or  the  Weljh  dialefts ;  it  may 
ferve  as  a  clue  alfo  to  the  hifto- 
rian,  to  lead  him  through  many 
intricacies  and  difficulties,  where¬ 
in  he  would  otherwife  be  loft ; 
and  fuch  a  faft  will  be  the 
ftrongeft  evidence  for  the  philo- 
fopher  to  induce  him  to  with- 
ftand  the  current  notion  of  the 
inftability  of  fpeech.  For  no 
ft  ronger  elucidation  can  be 
brought,  with  refpeft  to  either 
of  thefe  points,  than  that,  nations 
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feparated  for  the  greater  moiety 
of  the  age  of  the  world,  fhoufd 
refpeftively  preferve  the  fame 
language  through  all  the  vicifli- 
tudes  of  time. 

In  order  to  attain  a  more  cor* 
reft  idea  of  tfee  origin  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  people  inhabiting  Europe , 
it  will  be  of  life  to  confider  the 
following  clallification  of  the  va¬ 
rious  dialefts  under  their  refpec- 
live  parental  tongues,  according 
to  the  identity  of  their  grammar., 
ftrufture,  and  nomenclature* 

L  The  Cymbrian, 

1  Sclavonic* 

2  Poliffi; 

3  Mofcovite. 

4  Nova-Zemblian*. 

5  Bohemian. 

6  Dalmatian. 

7  Croatic. 

8  Bulgarian. 

9  Servian. 

lo  Carniolam 

n  Vandalic. 

12  Wendifh. 

13  Waldenfic* 

14  Irifh. 

15  Mankifh. 

16  Cornifh. 

17  Armoric,  or  Breton* 

18  Welftn 

II.  The  Gothic* 

1  Runic. 

2  Teutonic* 

3  German. 

4  Dutch. 

5  Swediftn 

6  Danifh. 

7  Norwegian. 

8  Iflandic. 

9  Anglo-Saxon. 

C  2  10  Ores* 


* 
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10  Orcadian. 

11  Englifh. 

III.  The  Finnic* 

1  Lapporiic. 

2  Livonian. 

3  Courlandic; 

4  Efthonian. 

5  Lithuanian. 

6  Pomeranian* 

7  Weruliari. 

8  Fruffian. 

9  Hungarian. 

IV.  The  Mixed* 

1  Greek. 

2  Greek,  modern, 

3  Latin. 

4  Italian. 

5  Sparufh. 

6  French. 

7  Portuguefe. 

8  Walachian. 

9  Walloon. 

V.  Iberian, 

1  Cantabric. 

By  a  clofe  examination  of  the 
different  dialedh  of  thy  Cymbric 
tongue,  we  difcover  fome  cir- 
eumftances  deferving  of  parti¬ 
cular  attention  ;  as  they  may  lead 
to  very  important,  conclufions. 

1.  Between  fome  oi  the  dia<- 
lefts  there  exifls  a  certain  cha- 
radferiftic  analogy,  creating  an 
uniform  difference  from  fome 
others. 

2.  The  Weljh ,  Cornijh ,  and 
Breton  have  an  uniform  agree¬ 
ment  with  one  another,  in  gram¬ 
mar,  ftruEture,  and  nomencla¬ 
ture. 


3.  The  various  diale&s  of  th£ 
Sclavonic  have  the  fame  agree¬ 
ment  with  each  other. 

4.  The  Waldenjic ,  Irijh,  Erfe , 
and  Mankifh  have  alfo  their  pe¬ 
culiar  uniformity  of  charafter. 

5.  The  Weljh  and  Sclavonic 
have  more  of  a  common  charac¬ 
terise  femblance  with  each  o- 
ther  than  with  the  Irijh  and  thofe 
claffed  with  it. 

6.  Of  the  Weljh ,  Cornijh ,  and 
Breton ,  the  two  latter  are  moil 
alike. 

7.  Of  all  the  dialedlical  diffe¬ 
rences  of  the  IVelfh  thofe  that 
occur  in  the  fouthern  parts  of 
Wales  agree  moft  with  the  Cor - 

•  n  ° 

mjh. 

8.  The  Cornijh  approaches 
nearer  than  either  of  thofe 
claffed  with  it  to  the  Irijh. 

9.  The  Irifh  has  the  greateft 
affinity  of  ftru&ure  with  the 
Latin ,  of  any. 

10.  The  Breton  has  more 
words  in  common  with  the  Sax¬ 
on  than  the  Weljh  has. 

1 1 .  The  language  of  the  ancient 
Belgce  of  Gaul  and  Britain ,  had 
more  than  the  Weljh  of  the  Irijh 
ftru&ure. 

From  the  preceding  analyfis  of 
the  Cymbric  tongue,  a  general 
deduffion  may  be  made  to  the 
following  effedf:  That  the  Scla¬ 
vonic  dialedfs  were  fpoken  by 
the  defendants  of  the  firft  co- 
lonifts,  who  migrated  northward 
from  Armenia ,  and  known  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Sarmatians ; 
the  proper  Cymbric  belonged  to 
thofe  who  moved  in  a  wefferly 
direftion  over  Europe ,  of  which 
the  Weljh ,  Cornijh ,  and  Breton , 
are  the  moft  immediate  remains; 
and  the  Irijh ,  with  its  branches, 
i  belonged 
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Belonged  to  a  people  who  con¬ 
tinued  longer  on  the  continent, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of,  and 
affected  by  that  fecond  influx  of 
men  from  the  Scythic  difperfion; 
and  the  Injk  are  more  imme¬ 


diately  a  part  of  the  fame  nation 
as  went  under  the  name  of  Li¬ 
gurians  in  Cif alpine  Gaul ,  pro¬ 
per  Belgians,  and  the  Belgians , 
or  Loegnans  pf  Britain . 


C  H  A  P.  V. 


The  firji  feitlement  of  Britain ,  and  by  what  race  of  men. 


JN  the  preceding  chapter  we 

have  fketched  out  the  gene¬ 
ral  progrefs  of  the  primary  co¬ 
lonies  of  men  over  Europe ; 
.and  the  relative  fituations  of 
the  different  parent  nations,  as 
they  appeared  when  hiftory  dawn¬ 
ed  upon  them  :  let  us  now  di¬ 
rect  our  views  to  that  particular 
epoch,  when  the  fair  and  tow¬ 
ering  afpebl  of  Britain  wel¬ 
comed  its  firft  vilitors. 

There  are  many  grounds  to 
induce  us  to  fupport  the  po- 
fition,  that  the  well  of  Europe 
was,  in  feme  degree,  inhabited 
by  adventurous  tribes  of  men, 
a  few  ages,  or  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  years,  fubfequent  to  their 
general  difperfion  from  the  re¬ 
gion  wherein  they  had  been  ag¬ 
gregately  recruited  after  the  de- 

luge- 

The  fettlement  of  different 
countries  did  not  take  place  up¬ 
on  that  uniform  principle  of  the 


circular  expanfion  or  fpreading 
out  of  a  wave,  as  fome  have 
drawn  the  comparifon  ;  on  the 
contrary,  every  experience,  that 
can  be  gathered  of  the  nature  of 
the  migrations  of  mankind, 
{hews  that  it  depended  imme¬ 
diately  upon  the  circumilances 
arifing  from  the  nature  of  the 
fituation,  and  the  far  u  y  of  tra¬ 
velling  ;  thus  the  courfe  of  a 
great  river  claimed  the  higheff: 
confideration  in  every  point  of 
view.  * 


Judging  generally  from  the 
foregoing  premifes,  it  may  be 
concluded,  that  the  fhores  of  the 
continent,  oppofite  to  Britain , 
were  fome  of  the  full  regions 
weftwards  that  were  exploded 
by  the  abbive  fpirit  of  man;  and 
confequently  the  iiland  itfelf, 
very  loon  after,  muff  have  ex¬ 
cited  his  curiofity. 

It  has  been  already  explained, 
that  the  Cymbnans  were  the 


*  For  the  elucidation  of  this  matter,  we  have  only  to  turn  our  view  to  America. 
There  we  find,  notwithftanding  the  paucity  of  inhabitants  in  the  United  States,  that 
new  fettlements  are  made,  detached  by  immenfe  wilds,  and  this  too  at  the  rifk  of 
being  molefted  by  other  people,  the  original  natives  ot  t tie  country,  jealous  of 
every  encroachment  upon  their  territory.  This  may  tie  ftill  more  remarkably  iliuf- 
tratcd  by  the  roving  dilpofition  of  the  back-fettlers  ;  amongft  whom  it  is  well  known, 
that  frequently  a  fingte  family,  with  its  live  and  aead  ftock,  will  quit  the  old  habita¬ 
tion  ;  having  the  accommodation  of  a  covered  waggon,  and  thus  traverfe  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles,  in  fcarch  of  a  more  inviting  abode. 


n  & 
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people  who  primarily  fprcad 
over  Europe ,  under  every  di- 
verfityol  appellations  they  might 
have  adopted;  whether  Gals , 
Celts,  Belgians*,  Path,  Gwydd- 
els,  Scots ,  Loegrians ,  <?r  6W/z- 
iians\. 

After  the  fir  ft  influx  of  the 
Cumbrians  into  Britain,  others 
fucceflively  followed,  to  parti¬ 
cipate  of  its  bounty.  Seven  of 
thefe  migrations  are  recorded  to 


have  taken  place  during  that  pe¬ 
riod  over  which  time  has  thrown 
a  veil.  For  the  memorial  ci¬ 
thern  we  are  indebted  to  the 
fidelity  of  the  fyftern  of  the  bar¬ 
dic  tradition  ;  but  as  thefe  co¬ 
lonies  are  ambiguoully  denomi¬ 
nated  by  figurative  appellations* 
nothing  farther  can  be  made  out 
than  limply  that  fo  many  event* 
took  place. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Of  the  Names  of  Britain,  and  of  its  Divifions , 


THE  hiftorical  Triads  at¬ 
tribute  to  Prydain,  the 
fon  of  Aedd  Mazur,  the  honour 
of  being  the  leader  of  one  of 
thofe  fubfequent  colonies  who 
arrived  in  Britain,  and  of  giv¬ 
ing  it  his  own  name,  inftead  of 
that  of  Honey  I /land,  which  it 
bore,  till  then,  from  the  time  of 
its  firft  fettlementj;  for  the 
Cymbrians  gave  to  their  new 
country  feveral  names  cha- 
ra&eriftic  of  fome  qualities 
which  appeared  beautiful  or 
pleafing  to  the  mind;  but  fome 
of  them,  perhaps,  ought  to  be 
confidered  more  as  poetical  epi¬ 
thets  than  fixed  appellations. 
Such,  we  may  conclude,  were 
Ynys  y  cedeirn,  or  the  ifland  of 
the  mighty  ones;  and  Yr  Ynys 


Wen,  or  ¥  Wen  Ynys,  the  white 
ifland,  otherwife  the  fair  ifland, 
according  to  the  derivative  im¬ 
port  of  the  word. 

However,  the  name  which 
has  had  the  pre-eminence  a- 
mongft  the  natives,  as  well  as 
foreign  nations  in  all  ages,  is 
Ynys  Prydain,  or  the  Beautiful 
Ifland.  There  is  nothing  in 
this  appellation  conducive  to  the 
probability  or  improbability  of 
its  being  fo  called  by  the  perfon 
before  mentioned  ;  for  the  epi¬ 
thet  Prydain  may  be  applied  to 
a  man  as  well  as  to  a  place.  If 
it  was  bellowed  by  him  it  lef- 
fened  in  fome  degree,  the  va- 
nity  of  poffeffing  fo  flattering  a 
title  himfelf.  There  have  been, 
many  extraordinary  gueftes  as 


*  The  Cymbrians  of  the  north,  or  the  Sarmatians  were  alfo  called,  Belgians,  or 
Belc^e.  as  Mela  writes  the  name. 

-f-  Varioufly  written  Vtnrti,  Venedi,  TV end'i,  Ventians. 

q  There  is  a  Triad  recording  the  three  molt  ancient  names  of  Britain ;  and*as  it  is 
a  curious  fragment  of  hiftory,  it  is  given  here  at  length.  Tri  henw  yr  ynys  hon  : 
y  cyntav,  cyn  ei  chyvanneddu  y  gelwid  hi  Clas  Merddin  (Meitin);  wedi  ei  chy- 
vanneddu  y  gelwid  hi  y  Fel  Ynys  ;  a  gwedi  ei'gorefgyn  o  Brydain  mab  Aedd  Mawr 
y  dodesarni  Ynys  Prydain. 

The  three  names  of  this  ifland  :  the  firft,  before  it  was  inhabited,  it  was  called  the 
water-guarded  green  fpot;  after  it  was  inhabited  it  was  called  the  Honey  Ifland  ;  and 
after  its  fubjedtion  ty  Prydain  the  fon  of  Aedd  Mawr,  he  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Ifle 
eg  Prydain. 


to 
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to  flic  etymology  of  Britain ; 
.But  it  is  a  very  lingular  occur¬ 
rence,  that  not  one  has  laid 
affide  this  humour  for  gueffing, 
and  taken  the  trouble  ol  en¬ 
quiring  il  the  name  was  ufed  in 
the  language  of  the  original  na¬ 
tives  ;  and  it  is  fully  as  unaccount¬ 
able,  that  not  one  perfon  a- 
mongff  the  Weljh ,  thernfelves  till 
very  lately,  has  thought  of  an¬ 
nouncing  it  to  the  world,  though 
one  of  their  moll  common  words 
■both  as  to  compofition  and  im¬ 
port*.  The  Weljh ,  then,  hav¬ 
ing  fuch  a  word,  derived  from 
a  fnnple  root  of  very  familiar 
idea,  other  nations  can  only 
have  it  borrowed  as  an  abfolute 
name,  and  deffitute  of  all  figni- 
hcation,  we  muff  therefore  re¬ 
cur  to  that  language  wherein  it 
origbnates,  in  order  to  be  in- 
formed  of  its  meaning.  Pry  cl¬ 
am  is  an  epithet,  the  fame  as 
Prydus ,  denoting  a  plenitude  of 
Jightlinefs ,  prefence,  or  beauty. 
It  is  derived  from  Pry  A ,  the  pre¬ 
fence,  afpeX,  or  fight,  which  is 
alfo  applied  to  time,  as  the  pre- 
fent ;  and  the  adjeXive  termi¬ 
nation  Ain  implies  teeming  with, 
being  moft  generally  ufed  in  the 
names  of  places. 

In  order  to  illuffrate  this  fub- 
jeX  {fill  more,  it  is  proper  to 
remark,  that  ameeablv  to  a  re- 

V  .  d 

gular  fyfiem  of  literal  mutation 
peculiar  to  the  Welfh  lan¬ 
guage,  the  initial  of  Prydain 
has  three  different  inflexions, 
as  may  be  thus  exemplified : 
Bremn  Prydain ,  the  king  of 
Britain;  eis  o  Bry dam,  I  went 


from  Britain;  yn  Adhrydavn ,  in 
Britain;  Ywerddon  a  Phrydain, 
Ireland  and  Britain.  To  thofe 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
principles  of  this  mutation  of 
letters,  it  would  be  augmenting 
the  difficulties,  perhaps,  to  enter 
into  any  thing  fhort  of  a  com¬ 
plete  explanation  of  it  ;  but  as 
that  would  be  foreign  to  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  plan  Tketched  out, 
we  muff  proceed,  obferving 
therefore,  that  what  is  here 
touched  upon,  will  ferve  as  a 
notice  for  the  different  appear¬ 
ances  of  the  fame  word,  and  of 
their  not  occurring  without 
caufe. 

W e  (hall  next  proceed  to 
elucidate  the  names  of  the  three 
grand  divifions,  into  which  the 
ifland  was  politically  and  na¬ 
turally  divided.  Thefeare  Lloeg - 
yr,  Alban  and  Cymru ,  or  En¬ 
gland,  Scotland  and  Wales. 

The  firft  was  denominated 
Lloegyr ,  on  account  of  its  being 
the  feat  of  the  Lloegrzuys,  or 
Loegrians ,  which  can  be  no 
other  than  the  Belgce. ,  which 
colony  came  over  long  after  the 
original  fettlement  of  the  ifland  ; 
that  is,  about  three  hundred 
years  before  our  era.  As  this 
appellation  belonged  excluhvely 
to  them,  it  muff  confequently 
have  been  extended  gradually, 
as  the  events  of  conqueff  tpok 
place  on  the  bordering  tribes. 
But  it  was  owing  to  much  later 
contingencies,  that  it  was  ap¬ 
plied  in  the  latitude  it  is  now 
taken.  Owing  to  the  great 
change  which  took  place  from 


*  The  true  meaning  of  Britain  is  g.ivpn  irj  Vol.  II.  page  42^  of  Poenis  Lyric  and 
Pafloral,  by  Edward  Williams,  London,  1794,  and  in  page  21  of  the  Introdu&iou 
to  the  Heroic  Elegies  ot'  Llywarj  Hen,  by  William  Owen,  London,  1794. 
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the  fway  of  the  Romans ,  but 
not  before  the  dole  of  that  pe¬ 
riod,  the  name  included  all  the 
country  to  the  Humber  north¬ 
ward,  and  the  Severn  on  the 
weft;  and  it  was  not  applied  as 
England  is  under  its  prefent  ac¬ 
ceptation,  until  the  Saxons  were 
concentrated  under  one  mo¬ 
narchy.  Though  the  name  is 
11  fed  for  the  country  fubjeft  to 
that  dominion,  yet  it  is  never 
applied  to  the  Saxons  them- 
felves,  or  to  any  people  fave 
the  Belgce ;  for  the  different 
nations  which  came  to  the 
ifland  afterwards,  beginning  with 
the  Romans ,  and  fo  onward, 
were  denominated  by  their  pro¬ 
per  appellations  of  Rkamani , 
or  Rhuveimaid ,  Eingyl ,  Saejon , 
Llychlynigion  and  Nortmyn.  In 
giving  the  definition  of  this 
name,  there  may  be  a  doubt 
whether  we  fhpuld  not  confider 
it  primarily  as  the  family  title 
of  the  people,  and  not  applica¬ 
ble  to  the  country  but  in  its  de¬ 
rived  fenfe ;  for  it  may  be  either 
way  taken.  Be  it  fo  or  other- 
wife,  the  general  meaning  is--- 
that  abourideth  with  light ,  or 
Jairnefs  of  a  [peel. 

The  northern  part  of  the  ifland 
was  called  moft  generally  Alban , 
but  very  frequently  it  was  alfo 
denominated  Prydyn\  and  fome- 
times  the  appellation  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  nation,  was  applied  to  the 
whole.  The  former  name  im¬ 
plies  literally  the  high  region ; 
or  it  may  be  rendered  the  upper 
region .  There  may  be  a  doubt 
whether,  agreeable  to  the  firft 
idea,  it  w^as  fo  called  from  its 
high  mountains,  pr  whether  the 
epithet  might  have  been  be- 


ftowed  figuratively,  in  alluflon 
to  its  upper  or  noithern  pofition. 
A  variety  of  places  are  found  to 
have  haa  the  fame  denomination, 
which  anfwered  in  defeription. 
The  whole  of  Britain  had  it  in  the 
earlier  periods  of  its  difcqvery, 
from  the  confpicuous  appear¬ 
ances  of  the  towering  cliffs  on 
the  coaft  neareff  to  the  continent ; 
and  which  was  turned  into  Al¬ 
bion  by  the  Greek  writers.  The 
other  name  of  Prydyn,  having  a 
mafculine  form,  is  of  the  fame 
meaning  as  Pry  dam,  which  is 
feminine  ;  there  being  no  other 
difference  than  in  the  gender, 
which  is  diferiminated  by  the 
terminations. 

W e  have  already  explained 
Cymru ,  and  (hewed  it  to  have 
been  the  general  or  patronymic 
name  of  the  whole  race,  confe- 
quently  it  could  not  have  been 
confined  to  the  prefent  Wales , 
but  as  the  different  branches  of 
the  fame  people  ceafed  to  be  re¬ 
cognized  elfewhere.  The  uni- 
verfality  of  the  appellation  ac¬ 
counts  for  its  not  coming  under 
the  obfervation  of  the  Romans 9 
as  given  to  that  particular  coun¬ 
try  ;  for  the  event  of  their  en¬ 
quiry  would  be  the  finding  the 
names  of  the  particular  tribes, 
among!!  whom  the  country  was 
divided  ;  and  the  refult  of  the 
like  refearch  at  the  prefent  day 
would  be  to  difeover  the  fame 
appellation  ftill  exaffly  pre¬ 
fer  ved. 

The  names  of  the  fubdivi- 
fions,  or  the  different  petty 
ftates,  into  which  the  ifland 
was  parcelled  out,  come  next 
under  our  obfervations.  Thefe 
very  numerous,  and  it 

may 


are 


HISTORY. 


may  be  remarked,  that  they  are 
generally  of  greater  antiquity 
than  thofe  of  the  firft  clafs  are 
with  refpedt  to  locality.  This 
part  of  our  difcuffion  is  attend¬ 
ed  with  confiderable  difficulties, 
by  reafon  that  the  names  are  not 
preferved  in  the  tongue  which 
impofed  them,  and  are  only  to  be 
found  therefore  in  the  writings  of 
foreign  authors,  neceftarily  dif- 
guifed  and  accommodated  to  the 
peculiar  chara&ers  of  the  lan¬ 
guages  ufed  by  them.  To  the 
Romans  we  are  chiefly  indebted 
for  their  being  handed  down  to 


us;  and  it  is  butjuftice  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  they  excelled  all 
other  people  in  the  world,  an¬ 
cient  and  modern,  for  correbt- 
nefs  in  procuring  the  found  of 
ft  range  words.  What  altera¬ 
tions  they  made  therein  were 
agreeable  to  a  regular  fyftem, 
which  has  not  been  much  imi¬ 
tated  by  other  nations,  efpeci- 
ally  not  by  the  Englijh;  for  the 
names  on  their  heft  maps  oi 
Wales  are,  in  numerous  in- 
ftances,  much  more  disfigured, 
than  fuch  as  are  collected  by 
thofe  accurate  ancients. 


(To  be  contmued.j 
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It  Is  intended,  as  a  part  of  our  plan,  to  publifh  the  different  ol 
Wellh  Chronicles  with  tranflations.  By  thus  giving  the  origi¬ 
nals,  it  is  acknowledged  we  trefpafs  upon  the  good  nature  of 
Grangers  to  the  language  ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  fuch  an  indulgence 
will  be  permitted  to  thofe  who  would  regret  lofing  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  preserving  the  ancient  writings. 

The  following  copy  of  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth's  hiffory,  is  given 
firft,  for  the  fake  of  order,  from  a  very  valuable  and  ancient 
Welfh  manufcript  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. — Bibl.  Cotton. 
Cleopatra ,  B.  V.  p.  136*.  Plut.  XIX.  A. 

There  are  feveral  old  copies  extant  of  this  hiffory,  in  Welfh,  under 
the  title  of  Brut  y  Breninoedd ;  or,  The  Chronicle  of  the  Kings. 
The  reafons  for  which  appellation  are,  becaufe  it  concludes  with 
the  reign  of  Cadwaladyr,  the  laft  nominal  eledfive  monarch  of 
Britain,  and  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  continuation  by  Caradogi 
which  is  called  Brut  y  Tywyfogion ,  or  the  Chronicle  of  the 
Princes. 


It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  all  the  Welfh  copies  which  have  come 
under  the  obfervation  of  the  editor,  differ  greatly  from  this  tran- 
flation  by  Geoffrey,  in  the  diffion  and  phrafeology,  but  not 
materially  in  the  general  import.  This,  upon  the  whole,  is 
more  full  and  elaborate  in  thofe  refpedfs ;  there  is,  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  a  ffrong  probability  that  the  others  are  tranfcripts  of  a 
iranflation  made  by  W alter  Mappaeus,  from  the  original  hiffory, 
faid  to  be  firft  written  in  Latin  by  Tyfilio ;  but  a  more  ample 
fnveftigation  of  this  point  will  be  found  at  the  conclufion. 

Tyfilio  was  the  fon  of  Brochwel,  prince  of  Powys,  the  leader  of 
the  Britons  at  the  memorable  defeat  which  led  to  the  maffacre 
of  the  monks  at  Bangor. 

Tyfilio  was  a  bifhop,  and  flourilhed  between  the  years  660  and  680 ; 
and  there  are  eight  or  nine  churches  in  Wales  dedicated  to  his 
memory. 

Jt  feems  that  he  alfo  wrote  an  ecclefiaftical  hiffory  of  Britain  t ; 
and  there  is  a  fhort  dialogue  in  verfe  between  two  monks,  which 
is  afcribed  to  him. 


r  |  ’'HIS  book  is  called  the 
.X  Chronicle;  that  is  to  fay, 
the  hiffories  of  the  kings  of  the 
ifte  of  Britain,  and  their  names 
from  the  firft  to  the  laft. 

Whilft 


YLLYUYR  hwnn  aelwir  y 
brut  nyt  am  gen  noc  yftor- 
iaeu  brenhined  ynys  brydeyn  ac 
ev  henweu  or  kyntaf  hyt  y 
diwethaf. 

Pan 


*  That  book  contains  alfo  Brut  y  Saefon,  or  Chronicle  of  the  Saxons,  to  the  time  of  Rich.  I. 
which  may  be  the  date  of  it.  —  Cyvreithwu  Hy-wel,  or  the  Lancs  of  Hynvel.—T dorian 
Dated,  or  “  Dares  Phrygius” — all  in  Welfh  ;  and  the  number  of  pages  is  500. 

i  In  a  common-place  book,  by  Mr.  Davies  of  Llannerch,  there  is  the  following 
«ntry,  ■“  April  i6;  1680,  Mr.  M.  Lloyd  told  me  that  Bilhop  Ufherfaid,  when  he 
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Whilll  I  was  frequently  re¬ 
volving  of  many  thoughts,  and 
about  many  things,  my  mind  fixed 
upon  the  hiflories  of  the  kings 
of  the  iile  of  Britain,  and  I  was 
furprized  at  the  difcouifes  ol 
Gil  das  and  Beda,  which  are  lb 
inexplicit  as  not  to  have  made 
any  memorial  of  the  kings  who 
have  been  in  the  ille  of  Britain 
prior  to  the  coming  of  Chrift  in 
the  flefh,  nor  of  Arthur,  nor  of 
many  other  kings  that  have  been 
after  the  incarnation  ol  Chrift. 
I  alfo  had  learnt,  and  had  heard 
it  reported,  that  their  atchieve- 
ments  were  deferving  ol  praife, 
and  preferred  in  writing  by  fe- 
veral  people,  who  found  it  a 
pleafure  to  fpeak  of  them,  and 
to  bear  them  in  remembrance. 

And,  as  I  was  mufing  upon 
that  matter,  Gwallter,  Arch¬ 
deacon  of  Oxford,  gave  me  a 
Welfh  book,  having  in  it  the 
aftions  of  the  kings  of  the  ille  of 
Britain,  from  Brutus,  the  firft 
king  of  the  Britons,  down  to 
Cadwrallon,  fon  of  Cadvan;  with 
the  aftion  of  every  one  noted  as 
it  followed  in  fucceffion,  in  ele¬ 
gant  and  perfpicuous  language, 
p leafing  in  the  recital. 

And,  at  the  defire  and  incite¬ 
ment  of  that  learned  perfon, 
though  I  wras  obliged  to  collect 
fl range  words  from  other  llores; 
jikewife  from  my  own  innate 

genius 


Pan  yttoedwn  yn  vynych  yn 
treiglaw  medylieu  llawer.  ac  am 
lawer  o  betheu  vy  medwl  adig- 
widws  yn  yfforiaeu  brenhined 
ynysbrydein.  acybu  anryvet  gen- 
yf.  am  draethawt  gildas  a  beda. 
mordywyll.  ac  na  choffaaffant  or 
brenhinet  a  vuant  yn  ynys  bryd- 
ein  kyn  dyuot  crifl  yn  gnawt. 
nac  o  arthur  nac  o  lawer  o  vren- 
hinet  ereill  avuant  gwedy  knawt- 
doliaeth  crift.  Ry  gaw’/fwn  in- 
heu  ac  yr  gliwfifwn  bot  e*/ 
gw’eithredoed  yn  deilwmg  o  uol- 
lant  ac  yn  goffadwy  trwy  lythyr 
y  gan  lawyer  o  bobloed  ac  yn 
didanwch  ganthunt  traethu  ona- 
dunt  ac  ev  dydwyn  argof. 


Ac  ual  yr  yttoedwn  yn  ylTmal- 
hau  am  hynny.  y  rodes  ym  gwallt. 
archdiago  ryt  ychen  llyuyr  kym- 
raec  ac  yndaw  gweithredoed. 
brenhinet  ynys  brydein.  o  vruttus 
y  brenhin  cyntaf  or  bryttanieit. 
hyt  ar  gadwallawn  vab  katuan. 
agweithret  pob  vn  gwdy  ygneit 
ol  ynol  o  ymadrodyon  trwuadvl 
llwybreit  yndawr  hard  urth  en 
datkanu. 

Ac  o  arch  ac  annoc  yr  athro 
hwnnw  kytgorfei  arnaf  kynullaw 
geirieu  yffronawl  o  ardeu  ereill. 
eilfioes  om  coydiawl  ethrylit  am 
priawt  bunneu  vy  hvn  y  pryder- 

eis 


was  a  young  man  he  had  feen  an  old  book  called  Ecclefia  Britannicse  Hiftoria,  Au- 
tore  Tyfiileo  filio  Brochmaeli  regis  Powyfii.” 

This  book  was  then  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Price,  prebend  of  Weftminfter  :  and  Mr 
Lloyd,  upon  enquiry,  found  Dr.  Lewis,  of  St.  Crofs,  had  it  afterwards  ;  but,  being 
afked  concerning  it,  he  faid  he  had  loft  it  by  burying  it  in  the  war  time;  but  Mr. 
Lloyd  thinks  that  he  lent  it  to  Rome,  having  fince  heard  he  was  turned  papift.” 

The  life  of  Sc.  Melangell  begins  with  this  account ; — “  Poft  mortem  didli  principis 
Btochwel,  Tifliliav  filius  ejus  tenuit  principatum  de  Powys,  deinde  Kynan  frater 
Tifliliau,  poftea  Tambryd,  deinde  Kyrmylk  et  Durres  Claudus  qui  omnes  dicftum 
locum  Pennant  Melangell  perpetuum  Santuarium  afyhim  feu  milerorum  refugium 
utiitiftmum  fore  atftu  dicfti  principis,  confiruranu*  fanxcrunt.”  S«e  Ld,  Lloyd's  Unwary , 
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genius  and  appropriate  talents,  I 
refolved  to  render  and  tranflate 
that  W elffi  book  into  Latin.  If  I 
were  to  fill  the  tablets  with  the 
circumftances  of  words,  it  would 
create  wearjnefs  more  than  amufe- 
ment  pr  advantage  to  fuch  as 
might  read  it ;  as  it  would  be  more 
difficult  to  underhand  the  ftrange 
words  than  to  read  the  ftory. 

Now,  therefore,  Robert,  Duke 
of  Gloucefter,  affill  my  under¬ 
taking,  fo  that  thou  mayefl  be 
one  to  commend,  and  an  in- 
itrucfor,  that  what  fhall  not  be 
judged  to  come  fluently  from 
the  fmall  fpring  of  Gwallter  of 
Aber  Mynwy  may  be  amended; 
but,  in  p  railing  thy  wifdom,  let 
it  be  faid  that  this  book,  and  what 
it  treats  of,  is  what  I  conceived 
For  the  illuflrious  Henry,  King 
of  England,  who  is  learned  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  liberal 
fciences ;  the  one  whofe  natural 
magnanimity  has  made  to  excel 
in  the  profeffion  of  arms  amongft 
the  knights,  of  whom  the  iiland 
ol  Britain  doth  rejoice  in  our 
times  with  immortal  triumph. 

Britain  is  the  name  of  the  bed; 
of  the  ifles,  formerly,  that  was 
otherwife  called  Albion,  which 
implied  the  white  idand,  is  fitu- 
ated  between  France  and  Ireland ; 
eight  hundred  miles  in  its  length, 
and  two  hundred  in  its  breadth. 
It  adminifters,  with  undiminiffied 
luxuriance,  what  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  the  ufe  of  mortals ;  it  is 
fruitful  in  every  goodly  fpecies ; 
exterffive  and  ample  fields,  with 
confpicuoufly  lofty  hills,  proper 
for  every  kind  of  cultivation  ; 
wherein  the  various  fruits,  from 
the  fertility  of  the  foil,  come  in 
their  feafons.  In  it  there  are 

woods 


eis  troffi  ac  ymchwelut  y  llyuyr 
kymraec  hwnjnw  yn  lladin.  canis 
pei  llanwn  y  lletwynebeu  o  am- 
gylchion  geirieu.  magu  blinder 
awnay  mwy  no  digrifwch  neu 
grynodeb  yr  ae  darllenei.  canys 
blinach  oed  dyall  ygeirieuyftron- 
nawl  no  darllein  yr  yftoria. 

Ac  urth  hynny  Robert  tywyf- 
fauc  caer  loyw  canorthwya  ym 
gweithret  yny  vo  t.ydy  yn  gan- 
molwr  ac  yn  dyfgwr  yn  emen- 
daher  yr  hynn  ny  barner  ydyuot 
yn  llwybreid  otynhonic  Gwallter 
o  Aber  Mynwy  namyn  gan  gan- 
mawl  dy  doethineb  di  dywetter 
pan  yw  y  llyuyr  ae  draethaut  yw 
yrhwn  aenis  yr  ardeixhawc  henri 
vrenhin  lloygyr.  yr  hwn  yffyd 
dyfgedicpdoethine.b  yrydion  gel- 
uydodeu.  yr  vn  awnaeth  yanyan- 
awl  wledigrwyd  yn  ragoredic 
ym  milwriaeth  ymplith  ymarch- 
ogion  o  honadunt  ymaynys  brrd- 
ein  yn  amferoed  ny  yn  llawen- 
hau  odragywydawl  diheuwyt. 

Brytain  yw  henw  yr  oreu  or 
ynyflet  a  el  wit  weith  arall  gynt 
Albion,  fef  oed  hynny  y  wen  ynys 
yffyd  offotedic  y  rwng  ireinc  ac 
ywerdon.  wyth  cant  milltir  yny 
hyt.  adeu  cant  yny  llet.  ac  a  ym- 
waffanaetha  o  aniffigiedic  frwyth- 
londer  a  vo  reit  yaruer  yr  rei 
marwaul.  frwythlawn  yw  y  bob 
ryw  genedyl  adwyn.  meifyd  llytan 
ehang.  abrynnveu  eglurgoruchel 
adas  y  bop  ryw  diwyll.  yny  rei 
ydeuant  amrauaelon  frwitheu  o 
frwythlonder  ydywarchen  yn  ev 
amferoed.  Yndi  ymae  coydyd 
aforeffeu  kyflawn  o  amrauaylion 
bwyffuilet.  ac  yn  eithauoed  vrei 
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woods  and  fore  its,  abundant  in 
varieties  of  beafls,  having  on  the 
borders  places  meet  for  the  pas¬ 
tures  of  wild  and  tame  animals, 
and  full  of  various  bloffoms  of 
every  colour,  from  whence  the 
bees  colleft  their  produce  ;  and 
beneath  the  aerial  mountains  there 
are  limpid  fprings,  and  around 
them  fmooth  and  noble  meadows 
adorned  with  flowers,  through 
which  the  water  of  the  fprings 
runs  in  ftreams,  gliding  with  gen¬ 
tle  murmur  to  footh  to  Sleep 
Such  as  recline  on  their  banks, 
and  fertilize  all  around  ;  befides 
that,  the  fifh-ponds  and  rivers  are 
ftored  with  fifties,  not  to  mention 
the  Sea  that  Surrounds  it  on  every 
fide.  And  in  the  South  part 
there  are  three  majeflic  rivers, 
of  the  firfl  of  ftreams  ;  namely, 
Thames,  and  Humber,  and  Se¬ 
vern,  like  three  arms  extending 
over  it ;  and  along  them  the 
ifland  receives  the  merchan¬ 
dizes,  brought  by  the  Ships  of 
every  nation  from  other  coun¬ 
tries.  To  ornament  it  there 
were  formerly  eight  and  twenty 
principal  cities  ;  Some  of  which 
have  been  deftroyed  and  demo- 
lifhed ;  others  of  them  are  entire 
and  inhabited,  with  the  temples 
of  faints  therein,  and  cables  and 
lofty  towers ;  and  in  thofe  tem¬ 
ples  there  are  religious  convents 
of  men  and  women  giving;  their 
Service  to  God,  according  to 
Chriftian  cuftom.  And  in  the 
prefent  juncture  there  are  five 
nations  that  inhabit  it ;  namely, 
Normans,  Britons ,  Saxons , 
Pitts,  and  Scots;  and  of  all 
thofe  there  were  formerly  but 
the  Britons  alone  who  poffeffed 
it  from  one  Sea  to  the  other;  un¬ 
til 


hynny  lleoed  adas  y  borueyt 
aniueilieit  gwyllt  a  dof.  a  chy  flawii 
o  amrauaelion  blodeuoed  amryw 
lliwioed  adas  ywenyn  kynullaw 
eu  frwitheu.  ac  adan  yr  awyraul 
vynyded  y  mae  fynhonyeu  eglur 
ac  yn  eu  kylch  wynt  gweirglod- 
ieu  gwaffat  bonhedigeif  kyflawn 
o  vlodeu  trwyy  rei  ykerda  dwfyr 
y fynhonyeu  yn  fry  den  g,.n  lith- 
raw  o  araf  odwrd  gan  didanu  y 
hunaw  a  orwedo  ar  ev  glanneu.  ac 
ydardymheranteu  kylchyn.  yam' 
hynny  frwithlawn  yw  y  pyf- 
godlynneu.  ac  anonyd  o  byf- 
gawt.  hep  y  mor  yffyd  yn 
y  chylch  ogylch.  ac  ywrth  y 
deheu  teir  avon  bonhedic  o  brif 
auonyd  yffyd  yndi.  nyt  amgen. 
temys.  a  humyr.  ahafren.  megys 
tri  breich  yn  yftynnu  ar  yhyt. 
Ac  ar  eu  hyt  wynte  y  deuant  y 
kyfnewidieu  yr  ynys  drwy  uord- 
wy  o  ynyffoed  ereill  ygan  pob 
ryw  genedyl.  Ac  yndi  yd  oed 
gynt  wyth  prif  dinas  arugeint 
yny  thecgau.  a  rey  onadunt  a  di- 
wreidwyt  ac  adiuahwyt.  ereill 
onadunt  yffyd  gyuan  gyuannet.  a 
themleu  feint  yndunt.  acheffyll 
athyreu  gorucheh  ac  yny  temleu 
hynny  ymae  kwuennoed  kreuy- 
us  owyr  agwraged  yn  rodi  eu 
gwaffanaeth  y  duw  herwyt  crif- 
tionogaul  aruer.  Ac  yny  diwet- 
hwn  pymp  kenedyl  yffyd  yny 
chyuanhedu  nyd  amgen.  nor- 
manyeit  .b  ry  ttanyeit.  Sae  ffon .  fi  cfu 
tieit.  ac  yfgottieir.  ac  o  hynny  oil 
nyd  oed  gynt  yny  medu  or  mor 
pwygilyd  namyn  bryttanieit  eu 
hun.  yny  doeth  dwywraul  dial 
arnadunt  am  eu  pechodeu.  ac  yn 
bennaf  am  eu  fyberwyt  ydaryf- 
tyngaffant  yr  fichtieitar  faeffon: 
mal  y  doethant  ac  or  lie  y  doet- 
hant  ef  agefSir  rac  llaw. 


Eneas 
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til  the  divine  vengeance  came 
upon  them  for  their  fms  ;  and 
chiefly  for  their  pride  they  were 
fubjefted  to  the  Pitts  and  the 
Saxons :  how  they  came,  and 
from  what  place  will  be  found 
in  the  fequel. 

Eneas*,  with  the  white  fhield, 
after  the  war  of  Troy ,  and  the 
deftruftion  of  the  city,  came 
from  thence  by  fea  towards  Italy, 
with  Afcanius  his  fon,  who  had 
been  born  of  Creufa,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Priam,  king  of  Troy. 
They  came  in  twenty-eight  {hips, 
which  were  of  thofe  that  Alex¬ 
ander  Paris,  in  company  with 
Eneas,  went  with  formerly  as 
far  as  Greece,  treacheroully  to 
carry  off  Elen  the  fpotted  one. 
The  number  of  men  that  came 
along  with  him  was  eight  and 
fourfcorethoufand,  between  men 
and  women,  old  and  young. 
And  after  they  had  been  failing 
round  various  coalls,  they  came 
clofe  to  the  land,  namely  Italy, 
the  country  of  Rome  ;  and  La- 
tinus  was  then  king  of  Italy. 
And  after  perceiving  the  fleet, 
be  fent  to  fee  what  kind  of  men 
they  were ;  and  when  he  had 

been 


Eneas  yfgwydwyn  gwedy 
ymlat  troea  a  diftriw  yr  gaervef 
adoeth  odena  hyt  vor  tu  ar  cidiai 
ef  ac  afcanus  y  vab  er  hwn  a 
enelfyt  o  creufa  verch  priav 
vrenhyn  tro.  Wynt  adoethant 
wyth  Hong  arugeint  or  dlongeu  a 
athoed  gan  alexander  paris  gynt 
hyt  yn  groec  y  gribdeiliaw  elen 
vannawc  gyt  ac  eneas.  Sef  ri- 
vedi  adoeth  gyd  ac  ef  wyth  mil 
aphedwar  vgein  rwng  gwyr  a 
gwraged  a  hen  a  ieuweing.  Ag- 
wedy  eu  ryuod  yn  kylchvnu 
amrauaylion  draetheu  y  doethant 
hyt  ymron  ytir.  fef  oed  yr  eidial 
gwlat  ruvein.  alatin  a  oed  bren- 
hyn  yn  yr  eidial  yna.  Agwedy 
gwelet  yllynges  anvon  aoruc 
vwylyd  pryw  wyr  oedynt.  agwe¬ 
dy  yvenegi  itaw.  eruynneit  aoru- 
gant  idaw  ganneat  ydyuot  yr  tir 
ybrynu  ev  anghenreidieu  drwy 
gedernyt  na  wnelyd  argywed  y 
neb  or  kyuoeth.  ac  wynt  ay  cauf- 

fant 


*  This  is  generally  the  beginning  of  the  hiftory  in  the  Welfh  MSS.  except  the 
Red  Book  in  Jefus  College,  which  has  the  like  introductory  defer iption  of  Britain, 
but  no  preface  or  dedication.  The  copy  in  the  Wellh  School  was  made  in  1613,  by 
collating  five  old  MSS.  as  teftified  by  the  writer  :  two  of  them,  he  fays,  were  then 
500  years  old,  “  nvrth  dyft according  to  evidence. 

An  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  difference  between  that  copy  and  the  one  before 
the  reader,  by  giving  the  following  fpecimen  : 

“  Eneas,  after  the  fight  of  Troy,  and  “  Eneas,  gwedy  ymlad  Troya  a  diftryw 
the  deftruAion  of  the  city,  with  Afcanius,  y  gaer  ag  Yfgainus  i  vab  gidag  ev  a  doe- 


his  fon,  in  his  company,  came  in  fiiips  to¬ 
wards  the  country  which  is  called,  at  the 
prefent  time,  Italy,  and  which  was  then 


thant  ar  longeu  hyd  y  wlad  a  elwir  yr 
awr  hon  Ytali  ac  a  elwid  yna  yr  Eidal 
ag  yn  yr  amier  hwnw  Latin  us  oed  yn 


called  the  Eidal;  and  in  that  period  La-  vrenin  yn  yr  Eidal.  A’r  gwr  hwnw  a 

iinus  was  king  in  the  Eidal.  And  that  arvolloed  Eneas  yn  llawen.  A  phan 

man  received  Eneas  with  ioy ;  and  when  welesTurun  vrenin  Rutul  hynny  kyng- 

Turnus,  king  of  Rutul,  faw  that  he  be-  horwynu  a  oruc  wrthaw  ag  ymlad  ag  ev 

came  enraged  with  him,  and  fought  with  a  gorvod  a  oruc  Eneas  a  Had  Turun  vreu* 

him ;  and  Eneas  overcame,  and  flew  king  in  a  chafcl  breniniaeth  yr  Eidal.*' 
Turnus,  and  obtained  the  dominion  of 
the  Eidal,’* 
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keen  told,  they  requebe<;l  of  him 
leave  to  come  to  land  to  buy 

J 

their  neceffaries,  on  condition 
that  no  harm  fhould  be  done  to 
any  one  of  the  country  ;  and 
they  obtained  it :  and  Latinus, 
king  of  Italy,  invited  Eneas  to 
his  cable,  and  his  chief  men 
along  with  him.  There  Eneas 
beheld  Lavinia,  the  daughter  of 
king  Latinus.  Every  body  that 
faw  her  teftified  that  they  had 
never  beheld  a  perfon  fo  accom- 
plifhed  as  (lie  was.  Thereupon 
Eneas  was  filled  with  her  love 
fo,  that  without  her  he  had  not 
life.  And  when  he  had  had  an  in¬ 
terview  with  the  king,  and  be¬ 
come  familiar  with  him,  he  de¬ 
manded  the  maid  to  be  his  wife. 
Thereupon  the  king  declared, 
that  he  had  previoully  promifed 
her  to  Turnus,  king  of  Rutilia. 
When  Eneas  underltood  this,  he 
intreated  that  it  might  be  left  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Turnus  refpeff- 
ing  the  maid.  And  Latinus 
granted  that,  for  fo  greatly  did 
he  love  Eneas.  When  Turnus 
became  acquainted  with  that,  he 
made  war  on  the  dominion  of 
Latinus  :  and  againff  him  came 
Eneas  with  his  army.  And 
when  the  two  hofls  were  come 
againff  each  other,  Turnus  de¬ 
manded  of  Eneas,  as  the  difpute 
was  between  them  two  for  the 
maid,  that  both  armies  fhould 
band  bill,  and  that  they  two 
fhould  fight  publicly,  between 
the  two  armies,  and  he  that 
fhould  overcome  fhould  take  the 
maid.  Nothing  was  fo  accepta¬ 
ble  to  Eneas  as  that.  And  there¬ 
upon  the  two  men  affaulted  one 
another,  and  fought  heroically 
fierce,  fo  that  their  fpears  broke 
their  hands,  arid  their  fwords 


fant  ac  y  gwahodes  fatin’  brenhin 
yr  eidial  eneas  eu  gaflell  ay  oreu 
gwyr  gyd  ac  ef.  Ac  yna  ygwe- 
las  eneas  lauinia  verch  latin* 
vrenhin  adiheu  oed  gan  bawb  or 
ay  gwelas  na  welfant  er  ioed  dyn 
gyuiret  a  hi.  Ac  yna  y  kyflen- 
wys  eneas  oy  charyeit  hyt  nat 
oed  idaw  beuwyd  hebdi.  Ag- 
wedy  ymadnabot  ar  brenhin  ac 
ymgedymeithaw  ac  ef  erchi  y 
vorwyn  aoruc  yn  wreic  bwys 
idaw.  ac  yna  ymenegis  ybrenhin 
ry  daruot  yhadaw  y  turn’  bren¬ 
hin  rutil.  gwedy  gwybod  o  eneaa 
hynny  ervynneit  aoruc  gadel 
ryngthaw  ef  a  turn’  am  y  vor¬ 
wyn.  Ac  adaw  aoruc  latin* 
hynny  rac  meynt  y  carei  ef 
eneas.  Agwedy  gwybot  o  turn’ 
hynny  lluhudaw  aoruc  am  ben 
kyuoeth  latin’.  ac  yny  erbyn  y- 
doeth  eneas  ay  lu.  Agwedy  dy- 
uot  ydeu  lu  wyneb  yn  wyneb. 
erchi  aoruc  turn’  yeneas.  canys 
ryngthunt  ell  deu  yd  oed  ymryf- 
fon  am  y  vorwyn.  gadel  yr  deu 
lu  bot  yn  fegur  ac  ymlat  ona- 
dunt  wynteli  yll  deu  ar  offec  rwg 
y  deu  lu.  ar  neb  a  orffei  onadunt 
kymeret  y  vorwyn.  nyd  oed  well 
gan  eneas  dym  no  hynny.  Ac 
yna  ymgyrchu  or  deu  wr  ac 
ymlat  yn  wychyr  creulon  yny 
dorres  eu  gwaewyr  hyt  eu  dy mi¬ 
lieu  ac  eu  cledyfeu  hyt  cu 
clowynneu  a  oed  diayreb  eu  ca- 
darnhet  yn  yfforia  gwyr  ruuein. 
ac  yna  vmauel  ell  deu  oangertl 
amilwriaeth  corf  yn  erbyn  corf, 
ac  ualyteruy  na  duw  pob  tynghe- 
tuen  y  goruu  eneas  ar  turn’  ac 
ylladawtef  turn’,  ac  ykymmyrth 
gwriogaeth  ywyr.  ac  ygorefgyn- 
awd  yholl  gyuoeth.  ac  ykymyrth 
lauinia  yn  wreic  bwis  idaw.  ac  y 
bu  yn  kvt  wleduchu  a  latin* 
brenhin  yr  eidial  pymp  mlyned. 
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at  their  guards,  and  their  might 
became  proverbial  in  the  hillory 
of  the  men  of  Rome.  Then 
the  two  grappled  together  from 
fiercenefs  and  valour,  body  op- 
pofed  to  body  ;  and,  as  God  de¬ 
termines  every  defliny,  Eneas 
overcame  Turnus  ;  and  he  flew 
Turnus  ;  took  the  homage  of 
bis  men,  and  fubdued  all  his  do¬ 
minion  |  and  he  took  Lavinia 
for  his  wife ;  and  he  governed 
jointly  with  Latinus  king  of 
Italy  for  five  years,  and  then  La¬ 
tinus  died,  and  Eneas  got  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  kingdom  into 
his  own  polfeffion,  and  built  a 
city,  and  called  it  Lavinium ; 
and  Livinia  became  pregnant, 
and  a  fon  was  born  that  was 
named  Silius.  And  Eneas  go¬ 
verned  in  Italy  after  Latinus  lor 
four  years.  And  Alter  the 
death  of  Eneas,  as  Lavinia  was 
notable  to  regulate  the  kingdom, 
Silius  was  given  to  be  foflered 
with  Afcanius  his  brother,  with 
the  government  ol  the  kingdom 
in  his  power,  until  the  infant 
fhould  become  ol  age.  And  he 
loved  Lavinia  more  than  his  own 
mother,  and  every  thing  which 
fhe  requefted  he  would  do  ;  and 
he  built  a  city  upon  the  river 
Tiber,  and  he  called  it  the  White 
long  Town;  and  he  caufed  the 
ceils  which  his  lather  had  made, 
and  the  idol  Gods  to  be  brought 
from  Lavinium  to  the  White 
long  Town;  and  the  Gods  re¬ 
turned  again  to  Lavinium,  and 
Afcanus  caufed  them  to  be 
brought  a  fecond  time  there. 
And  to  Afcanius  there  was  one 
fon  from  his  married  wife  ;  and 
from  the  great  love  he  bore  to 

O 

his  brother,  he  caufed  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  name  to  be  given  to  him, 

Silius. 


acynaybu  varw  latin5.  ac  y  kym<*' 
yrth  eneas  llywodraeth  ydyrnas 
yn  eidaw  ehun.  ac  awnaeth  dinas 
ac  ay  gelwys  yn  lauiniu.  ac  y- 
beichioges  lauinia  ac  aganas  mab 
aelwyd  film’,  ac  ygwledychawt 
eneas  en  er  eidial  gwedy  latin’  pe~ 
deir  blyned.  Agwedy  marw 
eneas  ac  n a  allei  lauinia  llywiaw 
ydyrnas,  ef  arodet  filiu’  ar  vaeth 
ar  afcani’  yvrawd  allywodraeth 
ydyrnas  ganthaw.  yny  vythei 
oedran  ar  y  mab.  Ac  ef  agarei 
lauinia  yn  vwy  no  y  vam  ehun. 
aphob  peth  or  auynnei  hi  ef  ay 
gwriay.  ac  ef  awnaeth  dinas  ar 
avon  tyberis  ac  ay  gelwis  y  werf 
hir.  ac  el  aberis  kyrchu  er  yfteu- 
yll  awnaethoed  ydad  ar  geu  dwy- 
weu  o  lauiniu  hyt  y  wen  hir.'  ar 
dwyweu  a  ymchweiliaffant  hyt 
yn  lauiniu  dracheukevyn.  ac  y 
pis  afcani’  eu  kyrchu  yr  eilweith 
hyt  yno.  Ac  vn  mab  aoed  y  yf- 
cani’oywreic  briawt.  arac  meynt 
ycarey  ef  y  vrawd  y  pis  ef  dodi 
henw  y  vrawd  arnaw  filiu’.  a- 
phan  yttoed  yn  gallu  kerdet  ady- 
wedud  yducpwyt  ymab  hyt  yn 
llys  lauinia  adyfgumoesamynud, 
ae  yna  y  beichioges  ef  nith  y 
lauinia.  ac  yna  ykeifiwd  dewin- 
ion  y  wybot  ar  pabeth  yd  oed 
hi  yn  veichiawc.  ac  ymenegit 
pan  yw  ar  vab.  ar  mab  liwnnw 
aladei  y  vam  ay  dad  ac  yny  diwet- 
el  a  ymdrechauei  yngoruchelder 
teyrnafoed.  ac  nys  twyllawd  ev 
dewindabayth.  Ac  afcanius  a 
wledychawd  yn  er  eidial  teir 
blynet  ardec  arugeint.  ac  yno  yd 
edewis  llywodraeth  ydyrnas  y 
filiu’  y  vrawt.  Ac  ny  chongles 
)!nteu  ar  filiu’  y  nei  vab  y  vrawt 
ac  a  aethaffei  ar  y  henw  ynteu.- 
namyn  rodi  idaw  ran  vawr  oy 
gyuoeth.  Aphan  oed  amfer  ge- 
ni  ymab  adywetpwyt  vchot.  y 

mab 
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Shins.  Ancl  when  he  was  able 
to  walk  and  to  fpeak,  the  boy 
was  carried  to  the  court  of  La- 
vinia,  and  inilrufled  in  manners 
and  behaviour;  And  thereupon 
he  got  a  niece  of  Lavirtia  with 
child  ;  and  then  the  diviners 
were  fought  after  td  know  with 
what  (he  was  pregnant,  when  it 
was  declared  to  be  ot  a  fon ;  and 
that  fon  would  kill  his  mother 
and  his  lather,  and  in  the  end  he 
would  exalt  himfelf  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  dominions  $  and  he  did 
not  falfify  the  prognollication. 
And  Afcanius  reigned  in  Italy 
for  three  and  thirty  years,  and 
then  he  left  the  government  ol 
the  kingdom  to  oilius  his  bro¬ 
ther.  And  he  curtailed  not  up-, 
on  Silius  bis  nephewr,  a  brother’^ 
fon,  that  had  gone  under  his  own 
namd,  but  gave  him  a  great  por¬ 
tion  ol  his  dominion.  And 
when  the  time  was  come  of  the 
birth  ol  the  fon  above-mention¬ 
ed,  the  fon  was  born  without 
any  harm,  and  his  mother  died 
from  the  bearing,  and  the  fon 
was  given  to  nurfe,  and  the  name 
ol  Brut  was  given  him.  And 
when  the  child  was  ol  the  age 
ol  fifteen  fc ars,  he  came  to  fee 
his  lather  ;  and  upon  a  day,  as 
they  were  huntinv  in  a  roreft, 
and  the  fon  under  a  tree,  and  his 
father  under  another,  the  deer 
.  came  betwixt  them  both  ;  and 
the  fon  (hot  an  arrow  at  one  of 
the  deer,  and  the  arrow  bound¬ 
ed  off  the  back  of  one  of  the 
flags,  fo  that  it  pierced  the  bread 
ol  his  father  ;  and  from  that  fa¬ 
tal  fhot  his  lather  died.  When 
the  wife  men  of  the  country  of 
Rome  had  feen  that  his  deflinies 
were  fo  terrible,  they  banifhed 
,him  out  ol  the  country.  And 

there- 


mab  a  anet  yn  dicar  rywed  ay 
vam  a  uu  varw  or  beichiogi.  ac  y 
rodet  y  mab  ar  vaeth  ac  ydodet 
henw  arnaw  brut.  Aphan  yttoed 
y  mab  yn  oedran  pymthegmlwyd 
ydoeth  ef  y  ymwelet  ay  dad,  adi- 
wyrnawt  mal  yr  yttoedynt  yn 
hely  mewn  foreft.  ar  mab  adan 
brenn.  ay  dad  adan  brenn  arall.  el 
adoeth  yr  hydgant  ryngthunt  yll 
deu.  ac  ybyriawd  y  mab  vn  or 
hydgant  a  faeth.  ac  y  neidiawt  y 
faeth  iargeuyn  un  or  keiriw  yny 
vu  adan  vron  yd  ad  ac  or  ergyt 
anodun  hwrtnw  ybu  uarw  y  dad. 
Gwedy  gwelet  odoetheon  gwlat 
ruueiii  mor  dybryt  ydamchwein- 
eu  el  ahynny.  y  alltudaw  ao'ru- 
gant  eforynys.  Ac  yna  y  kyr- 
chawt  brut’  groec  ac  ymrodi  a 
oruc  el  y  arueu.  y  ymwaneu* 
a:c  ytornemanneu.  yny  yttced  y 
glod  yn  hehedec  dros  wyneb  y 
teyrnalfoed,  canys  hael  oed 
adoeth;  athec  athelediw.  achryf 
adewr.  adign  1  acharedic  gan 
bawb.  aphob  da  or  byd  or  adam- 
chweiney  idaw;  ef  ay  rodei 
ybawb  or  ay  mynney.  Agwedy 
g.welet  oweligord  Klenus  vap 
prial  yrhwnn  adugalfei  pyr  nab 
aehel  ganthaw  gv  nt  adroea  y dial 
angneu  y  dad.  brut’  mor  Iwyd- 
iann’  ac  ydoed.  dyuot  aorugant 
attaw  ac  ymgyfllwn  ac  ef  ev 
hanuot  or  un  gened)  1  amenegi 
meynt  oed  eu  kaythiwet  ac  ev 
poen  aaari  pandralfus  vrenhin 
groec  ac  eruynneit '  yr  duw 
keifliaw  ohonaw  ev  dwyn  or 
gaethiwet  honno.  canys gwell  oed 
ganthunt  diode!  gloes  angheu 
no  bod  yn  y  geythiwet  honno. 
Agwedy  dyall  o  brut  us  eu  ker- 
ennyt  ac  el.  a  meint  oed  eu 
poen  ac  eu  gouyt.  kyt  doluriaw 
acwynt  aoruc.  hyt  nad  oed  well 
ganthaw  y  vew  no  y  varw.  Ag- 

1)  menegi 
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thereupon  Brutus  went  to  wedy  medyliaw  llawer  am  hynny 
Greece  ;  and  he  applied  himfelf  menegi  aorugant  y  affarac  canys 
to  arms,  to  joufts,  and  the  tour-  mam  hwnnw  ahanoed  otroea.  ay 
naments,  fo  that  his  fame  flew  dad  ahanoed  oroec.  aphan  uw 
over  the  countries  ;  for  he  was  varw  ydad  ef  a  edewys  y  aiiarac 
liberal  and  wife,  and  fair  and  y  vab  tri  chaff  ell  canys  ogaradis 
comely,  and  flrong,  and  valiant,  y  tat.  ay  vraut  yr  hwnn  ahanoe 
and  agreeable,  and  beloved  by  or  gwely  priawt  yn  vynych  yn 
every  body  ;  and  all  the  good  keifiaw  dwyn  y  keflyll  hynny 
things  of  the  world  that  happen-  yarnaw.  canys  y  vam  el  ay  d ad 
ed  to  his  lot,  he  gave  to  all  who  ahanoedo  roec.  ac  ynteu  ynded- 
fought  for  them.  And  when  uawl.  Agwedy  ymgynghor  a 
the°  tribe  of  Elenus,  fon  of  brut’  ac  affarac’.  yn  eu  kynghor 
Priam,  whom  Pyr,  the  fon  of  y  cawffant  edrych  pa  amkan 
Achel,  had  brought  with  him  owyr  ymlad  y  gellit  dyuot  ydaw. 
formerly  from  Troy  to  avenge  — r  da  hen  ™raff- 

the  death  of  his  father,  had  feen 
how  profperous  Brutus  was, 
they  came  to  him,  and  affociated 
with  him,  on  account  of  their 
being  defcended  of  the  fame  li¬ 
neage,  and  related  how  fevere 
their  bondage  was,  and  their  fuf- 


fef  y  caffant  owyr  da  hep  gwrag- 
ed  na  meibion  feith  mil.  Ag¬ 
wedy  dyuot  hynny  owyr  y  gyd 
yn  eu  kyghor  y  cauffant  gwnei- 
thur  brutus  yndywyffawc  arna- 
dunt.  achadarnhau  tri  chaffell  af¬ 
farac’  owyr  ac  arueu.  abwyd 
men  uoiiaauc  w at,,  ouu  adiawt.  ac ermygion ymlad.  agwe- 

f'ering  under  Pandraffus  king  of  dy  daruot  ydunt  hynny  kyicnu 
Greece,  and  intreated,  for  the  aorucbrut' acaffurac  aceu  nuiei- 
fake  of  God,  that  he  would  en-  oed  ac  eu  hanreithieu  y  dmeitn 
deavour  to  bring  them  out  of  coedyd.acanuon  llythyr  ar  pan- 
that  thraldom,  for  they  had  ra-  draffus  vrenhin  groec.  aliyma 
ther  fuffer  the  pang  of  death  mod  yllythyr. 
than  to  be  in  that  captive  bate. 

And  wThen  Brutus  had  under- 
Ifood  of  their  relationlhip  to 
him,  and  how  great  was  their 
fuffering  and  affliftion,  he  com- 
miferated  them  fo  greatly,  that 
to  live  or  to  die  was  indifferent 
to  him.  And  when  they  had 
thought  much  upon  that,  they 
informed  Affaracus  thereof ;  for 
his  mother  was  defcended  of 
Troy,  and  his  father  was  from 
Greece.  When  his  father  died, 

Affaracus  his  fon  had  three  caf- 
ties  left  to  him,  as  the  lather 
was  fo  from  love  ;  and  his  bro¬ 
ther,  who  was  born  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  bed,  was  frequently  at¬ 
tempting  to  take  thofe  cables  .  _ 

from  ,  Pandraffus 
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from  him  ;  for  his  mother  and 
his  father  were  by  birth  of 
G  reece,  and  he  being  legitimate 
likewifei  And  alter  Brutus  and 
Alfaracus  had  confulted  toge¬ 
ther,  the  reful t  of  their  delibe- 
ration  was  to  fee  what  number 
ol  fighting  men  could  be  brought 
to  him  ;  when  they  found  oi'  able 
men,  befides  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  feven  thoufand.  And  al¬ 
ter  thofe  men  had  come  toge¬ 
ther,  they  came  to  the  agree¬ 
ment  to  make  Brutus  a  prince 
over  them  ;  and  to  ftrengthen 
the  three  caftles  of  Alfaracus 
with  men  and  arms,  with  vic¬ 
tuals  and  drink,  and  engines  of 
war.  And  when  they  had  fi- 
nifhed  that,  Brutus  and  A  {fam¬ 
ous,  with  their  troops,  and  their 
cattle,  repaired  to  the  laftnefs  oi 
the  woods,  and  fent  a  letter  to 
Pandralfus  king  of  Greece  ;  and 
this  was  the  form  of  the  letter. 

“  Pandraffas  king  ol  Greece, 
Brutus,  the  leader  of  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  nation  of  Troy, 
fends  greeting.  Since  it  was  de¬ 
rogatory  to  the  honour  of  the 
Dardan  people,  to  declare  their 
condition  in  thy  dominion,  but 
according  as  the  honour  oi  their 
extradiion  would  require,  there¬ 
fore  the  people  have  taken  the 
obfcurity  oi  the  woods  to  hide 
themfelves :  thus  choofmg  to 
feed  like  beads  upon  raw  flelh 
and  herbs,  and  maintain  their 
life  of  liberty,  rather  than  to 
bear  any  longer  thy  bondage, 
and  live  upon  every  kind  oi 
luxury.  And  it  that  Ihould 
lelfen  the  dignity  of  thy  poifef- 
fion,  it  ought  not  to  be  pumfhed 
nor  reproached  as  to  them,  but 
forgiven,  fince  it  is  the  common 
tendency  of  every  captive  to 

feek 


Pandralfus  Vrenhin  prdec.bruP 
tywyllawc  gwedillion  kencdyl 
tro.yn  anuon  annerch.  canysan- 
heilwng  oed.  yeglurder  kenedyl 
dardan  traethu  eu  buched  ytli 
teyrnas  di.  ynamgen  nocydiffyn- 
ei  eglurder  eu  boned  wynt.  am 
hynny  y  kymyrth  y  genedyl  ty- 
wyllwc  y  coedyt  y  eu  cudiaw 
yndunt.  gan  dewiffaw  ymborth 
ual  aniueilieit  ar  gic  amrwt  allyf- 
heuoed  achynnal  eu  buched  gan 
ryddit  nogyd  dio.def  avei  hwy 
dan. wed  de  geithiwet  di  ac  ym¬ 
borth  ar  bop  kyiryw  drythyllwc* 
ac  os  hynny  agoda  goruchelder 
dyuediant  ti.  ny  deleir  nae  yger- 
ydu  na  yliwiawydunt  namyn  y 
vadeu  pan  vo  kyffredyn  ynni  y 
bop  caeth  mynnu  ymchwefut  ar 
y  hen  deilyngdaut  ay  ryddit.  ac 
vrth  hynny  kyffroa  odrugaret 
atheiiynga  canhyadu  oth  ehel- 
D  2  aethder 
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leek  to  re,turn  to  his  original 
right  and  liberty  ;  and  there  lore 
be  thou  moved  with  mercy,  and 
be  pie  a  fed  to  grant,  trom  thy 
bounty,  the  liberty  which  they 
have  loll,  and  buffer  them  to  in¬ 
habit  the  wildernefs,  which  they 
have  fled  to  for  lately  from  their 
bondage;  and  it  thou  Ihouldell 
not  do  that ,  grant  from  thy  good 
pleafure  and  charity,  that  they 
may  go  to  other  countries  to  ob¬ 
tain  their  freedom.” 

And  when  the  purport  of  the 
letter  had  been  related  to  Pan- 
draffus  kino;  of  Greece,  he  be- 
came  enraged  beyond  meafure, 
and  wondered  that  they  Ihould 
prefume  lending  fuch  a  letter  as 
that.  And  thereupon  he  affem- 
bled  an  army  without  delay,  to 
come  upon  them  to  (lay  them 
without  mercy.  And  when  they 
were  come  to  a  river,  Afcalon 
was  its  name,  their  wrath  and 
paffion  impelled  them  into  it ; 
and  when  Brutus  had  perceived 
that  they  were  come  through, 
fuppofmg  himfelf  to  be  able  to 
withfland  them,  he  approached 
amongft  them  with  his  army, 
like  a  furious  lion  in  the  midft 
of  a  large  flock  of  fheep  ;  and 
with  all  their  powers  Haying 
them  without  remorfe.  And 
thofe  of  them  which  were  not 
killed,  were  driven  into  the  river 
to  be  drowned.  And  when  An- 
tigonius,  the  brother  of  Pandraf- 
fus,  king  of  Greece,  had  been 
luch  a  (laughter,  he  withdrew 
abide  with  his  choiceff.  men,  to 
endeavour  to  defend  them.  And 
thereupon  Antigonius  and  Ana- 
cletus  his  friend  were  taken,  and 
the  reft  were  {lain.  And  when 
it  was  night,  Pandraffus  called 

together 

Q 


aethder  y  rrddit  agollaffant.  ayad 

J  O  ,  .  o 

vdunt  preffwyliaw  ydiffeithwch 
a  achubaffarit  yfo  rac  eu  keith- 
iwet.ac  ony  wnei  hynny  canyhat- 
(a  vdunt  pan  dy  vod  ath  cariat 
mynet  ywladoed  ereill  y  geiffaw 
eu  ryddit. 


Agwedy  menegi  yftyr  yllythyr 
y  pandraffus  vrenhin  groec. 
enuydu  aoruc  dieithyr  mod.  ary- 
uedu  llauaffu  onadunt  anuon 
kyfr-yw  lythyr  ahwnnw.  Ac 
yna  kynullaw  llu  aoruc  hep  olud 
ydyuot  am  ev  pen  y  ev  Had  yn 
olofrud.  agwedy  eu  dyuot  ar  avon 
afcalon  oed  yhenw.  kyrchu  yr 
avon  aorugant  herwyd  eu  Hit  ac 
eu  hangerd.  agwedy  gwelet  o 
brut’  wynt  gwedy  eu  dyuot 
drwot  yr  amkan  y  gal  lei  ef  ym- 
erbynneit  acwynt.  kyrchu  aoruc 
yn  eu  plith  ay  lu  gyt  ac  ef  megis 
Hew  diwal  ymplith  llawer  odeu- 
eit  ac  oeu  holl  nerthoed  eu  Hat 
yn  olofrut.  ac  ar  ny  las  onadunt. 
wynt  agymellwyt  yr  auon  yeu 
bodi.  Agwedy  gwelet  o  antigo- 
nus  brawt  y  pandraffus  vrenhin 
groec  yr  aerua  honno.  neilltuaw 
aoruc  ay  oreugwyr  gyd  ac  ef.  y 
geifiaw  ev  hamdiffin.  Ac  yna 
ydalpwyt  antigon’.  ac  anaclet’  y 
gedymeith.  ar  Heill  a  las.  A- 
phan  oed  nos  y moral w  aoruc  pan¬ 
draffus  ay  wafgaredic  llu.  ac  yno 
pebyllu  y  nos  honno.  a  gwaeth 
oed  ganthaw  colli  antigon’  y 
vraud  no  yholl  lu.  A  thran- 
noeth  yn'  eu  kynghor  y  caulfant 
mynet  am  ben  keftill  aflarac/  o 
dybygu  bot  y  carcharoreon  yno. 

Agwedy 
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together  his  {battered  army,  and 
then  encamped  for  that  night  ; 
and  he  was  more  grieved  at  the 
lofs  of  his  brother  Antigoni  s 
than  his  whole  army.  And  the 
•next  morning  they  agreed  in 
council  to  go  again!!  the  cables 
of  Affaracus,  fuppofmg  that  the 
prifoners  were  there.  And  alter 
they  had  been  lor  three  days 
warring  again!!  the  cables, '  by 
every  means;  and  the  men  with¬ 
in  fighting  manfully  and  feverely 
with  them,  they  fent  to  Brutus 
that  he  would  come  to  fupport 
them  ;  for  they  could  not  be  able 
to  withband  thofe  without,  on 
account  of  the  greatnefs  of  their 
numbers.  And  then  Brutus  ob¬ 
tained  the  refolve  of  council  to 
take  Anacletus  afide,  to  aOc  him 
which  did  he  prefer,  the  life  oi 
himfelf  and  his  Iriend  Antigo- 
nius,  and  alfo  of  their  liberty, 
or  to  buffer  the  pain  of  de&th. 
And  he  prefered  their  lives. 
And  then  Brutus  laid  to  him— 
thou  mub  perform  my  comitiand 
in  every  thing.  And  he  gave 

J  O  #  O 

his  oath  and  his  vow,  that  he 
would  do  every  thing  that  was 
commanded  ol  him.  And  then 
Brutus  faid  to  him,  thou  mub, 
when  it  is  night,  go  to  the  army 
of  king  Pandraffus  ;  and  when 
the  centinels  come  to  take  thee, 
fay  to  them  that  ye  are  efcaped 
from  prifon  ;  and  that  Antigo¬ 
ni  us  was  brought  by  thee  as  tar 
as  a  woody  vale  upon  the  road, 
and  owing  to  the  weight  oi  the 
irons,  that  thou  wert  not  able  to 
bring  hint  farther  than  that,  and 
intreat  them  that  they  would 
come  with  thee  to  letch  him  ; 
;md  fhould  they  want  to  awake 
any  ol  the  army,  fay,  that  u  is 

only 


Agwedy  eu  bod  tridieu  yn  ym- 
lat  ar  kebyll  obop  ryw  vod.  ar 
gwyr  ymewn  yn  ymlad  ac  wynt 
yn  wraul  ac  yn  llauur.’  anvona 
orugat  ar  brut'  y  erchi  idaw  dy- 
uoteu  hamdiffyn.  canys  nyellynt 
wy  ymderbynneit  ac  wynt  rac 

j  j  *  • 

meynt  y  niueroed  allan.  Ac 
yna  y  cafas  brut’  yny  gyngbor 
dwyn  anaclet’  ar  neilltu  y  ouyn 
idaw  pvn  oreu  ganthaw  ay  eneid 
arhwn  antigon’  ygedymeith  ac 
eu  ryddit.  ae  ynteu  diode!  gloes 
angheu.  ac  y  dewiffawt  yntheu 
eu  heneidieu.  Ac  yna  y  dywat 
brut’  urthaw.reid  yw  ytti  ffwnej- 
thur  vyngorchymyn  o  pob  peth. 
ac  ynteu  arodes  y  iw  ay  aruoll 
ygwnay  pob  peth  or  a  orchmyn- 
nyt  idaw.  Ac  yna  ydywat  brut’ 
urthaw  reit  yw  ytt  pan  vo  nos 
my  net  hyt  ar  lu  pandraffus  vren- 
hin.  aphan  delygwilwyrvthaladi. 
mynac  vdunt  yr  didor  ohonawch 
o  gar  char  adwyn  ohonot  antigon’ 
hyt  mewn  glyn  coedawe  arylord 
arac  pwys  er  heiern  na  allut 
ydwyn  pejlach  hynny.  ac  eruyn 
uduntdyuot  gyd  athi  eu  gyrchu. 
ac  ocheifliant  debroi  neb  or  1 1  u 


dywet  nat  reit  vdunt  namyn  dv- 
not  wynt  eu  huneyn.  Aphan 
oed  nos  vkeidaud  anaclet’  megis 
y  haichaffey  brut’  ydaw.  ac  y  go- 
ruc  pob  peth  yny  mod  yd  erchyt 
ydaw.  yny  doeihhyt  y  glyn  coed- 
awe.  ac  yna  gal  w  ar  antigon’.  ac 
yno  ydoeth  brut’  ay  lu  ac  eu  Had 
hep  diang  vn  dyn  bew  onadunt. 
Ac  odena  y  brut’  ay  lu  adoethant 
hyt  y  He  ydoed  llu‘  pandraffus 
vrenhyn  gioec  ynkylch  cabell 
affarach  a  yno  gw  aha;  d  pob  dyn 
na  dywettev  neb  onadunt  vn  geir 
yny  glywit  y  gorn  eh  Agwedy 
y  clywit  y  gorn  el  erchi  y  bop 
dyn  mynet  am  ben  y  pebyHeu  a 

Had 
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only  neceflary  to  come  them-  Had  a  alley  vwyaf  onadut.  -  Ag- 
felves.  And  when  it  was  night,  wedy  dyuot  brut’  hyt  yn  drws 
Anacletus  went  as  Brutus  had  pepill  pandrafius  vrenhin  canu  y 
delired  him,  and  accomplilhed  gorn  aoruc  arwigaw  y  pebyll 
every  thing  in  the  manner  that  adaly  pandralTus  vrenhin  groec. 
was  enjoined  him,  until  he  came  ac  yna  fyrthiaw  pawb  am  ben  y 
to  the  woody  valley  ;  and  then  pebyllieu  allad  aallaffant  vwiaf 
called  upon  Antigonius,  where-  ynuuu  dyd  drannoetb.  ac  ydoeth 
upon  Brutus,  with  his  army,  y  caftellwyr  ortu  arall  all  an  allat 
came  and  flew  them,  fo  that  not  vwyaf  ac  y  gellynt  onadunt.  ac 
one  man  efcaped  alive  of  them,  ocheifieu  yr  un  onadunt  io  ef 
And  from  thence  Brutus,  with  affyrthieu  dros  yfgythir  kerric 
his  army,  came  to  the  place  yny  vytheu  yn  drylleu  man.  ac 
where  the  army  of  Pandrafius  val  hynny  y  goruu  arnadunt  dio, 
the  king  of  Greece,  was  befieg-  def  eu  hangheu  tynghetuenawl, 
ing  the  caflle  of  Aflaracus ;  and  Athrannoeth  pan  uu  dyd  anryued 
then  charged  every  perfon,  that  oed  gan  bawb  meynt  uu  yr  Had-, 
not  one  of  them  fhould  utter  a  ua.  ac  yna  ydiolches  brut5  y 
word  until  his  horn  fhould  be  waffanaeth  y  bawp  oy  wyr. 
heard.  And  after  his  horn 
fhould  be  heard,  commanding 
that  every  perfon  fhould. go  upon 
the  tents,  and  kill  as  many  of 
them  as  he  could.  And  when 
Brutus  was  come  to  the  door  of 
the  tent  of  king  Pandrafius,  he 
blew  his  horn,  and  tore  the  tent, 
and  took  Pandrafius  king  of 
Greece  ;  and  then  all  fell  upon 
the  tents,  and  flew  as  many  as 
they  were  able,  until  it  was  the 
day  following  ;  and  the  cattle¬ 
men  came  on  the  other  fide,  kil¬ 
ling  as  many  as  they  could  of 
them  ;  and  if  any  one  of  them 
attempted  to  efcape,  he  fell  over 
ledges  of  ffones,  Io  that  he  would 
be  all  to  pieces  ;  and  thus  they 
were  obliged  to  endure  their  fa¬ 
ted  deaths.  And  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  when  it  was  day,  it  was  a 
wonder  to  every  body  how  great 
was  the  carnage  ;  and  then  Bru¬ 
tus  gave  thanks  to  every  one  of 
his  men  for  his  fervice. 

And  then  he  took  council  Ac  yno  y  kymyrth  kynghor 
what  fhould  be  done  with  refpeft  beth  awneit  am  pandrafius  vren- 
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to  PandrafTus,  king  of  Greece, 
Some  advifed  him  to  take  the 
wild  woods,  which  they  had  ob¬ 
tained,  freely  to  dwell  in  them  ; 
others  advifed  taking  the  third 
of  his  dominion  freely  to 
dwell  therein  ;  and  thereupon  a 
wife  man  among!!  them,  faid, 
they  could  not  live  together  al¬ 
ways  peaceably  in  the  fame  coun¬ 
try,  becaufe  when  they'  fhould 
recoiled!  the  {laughter,  that  was 
made  of  them,  and  the  ravages, 
they  would  fay  in  their  mind, 
fhould  they  not  feek  to  be  re¬ 
venged  ?  After  much  time  fhould 
have  palled  away,  and  the  people 
multiplied,  and  war  have  rifen 
between  them  ;  and  it  would  not 
be  furprifmg,  neither  that  the 
two  portions  of  the  country 
Ihould  fubjugate  the  third,  dnd 
that  our  condition  then  fhould 
be  worfe  than  before  ;  and  that 
it  was  better  now,  lor  we  have 
vanquifhed  them,  to  obtain  from 
PandrafTus,  king  of  Greece,  Ig- 
nogen,  his  daughter,  to  be  the 
wife  of  Brutus,  our  prince  ;  and 
a  fufficiency  of  gold  and  fiver, 
and  wine,  and  wheat,  and  horfes, 
and  arms,  and  (hips,  to  convey  us 
to  another  country,  where  it  lhall 
pleafe  God  we  Ihould  dwell  in 
peace  for  ever.  And  after  they 
had  examined  every  thing,  that 
council  was  adhered  to.  And 
thereupon  PandrafTus,  king  of 
Greece,  was  fent  lor,  to  be  a  Iked, 
whether  he  would  do  according 
to  theft*  will,  for  the  fake  of  leav¬ 
ing  to  him,  his  life  and  his  domi¬ 
nion  ;  and  he  promifed  to  them 
every  thing,  lor  he  was  in  their 
power;  and  then  they  declared 
to  him  their  wifh,  as  it  has  been 
mentioned  above,  as  he  was  ob- 

liged 
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bin  groec.  rei  ay  kyghores  kym- 
ryt  ydiffeith  coedyd  aachubeffynt 
yn  rydybrefwyliaw  yndunt,  ereill 
agynghoras  kymryd  traean  y 
gyuoeth  yn  ryd  ybrefTwyliaw 
yndaw.  Ac  yna  y  dywat  gwr 
doeth  onadunt  na  ellynt  gyt  oefi 
yn  hedychaul  yn  er  vn  kyuoeth 
yndragywydaul.  fel  achos  oed 
pan  deley  col  vdunt  y  lladuaeu 
awnaethelfit  vdunt  ar  galanaffeu. 
ydodeynt  en  ev  hryd  yny  gel- 
feynt  ymdiala.  gwedy  delei  llaw- 
er  oamferoed.  ac  amylhau  yr  bo- 
by  1 .  athyuu  ryuel  ryngthunt.  ny 
hydei  ryued  heuyt  goruot  odeu- 
parth  yr  ynys  ar  ytraean,  abod 


canvs  goruuam  arnadunt.  kymrit 
i  gan  pandraffus  vrenhin  groec 
ignogen  y  verch  yn  wreic  y  brut’ 
an  tywyffawc  ny.  adigawn  o  eur 
ac  ariant.  agwin  agwenith.  a 
meirch  ac  aruew.  allongheu  yn 
dwyn  y  ynys  arall  lie  mynno  duw 
yn  breffwyliaw  yn  hedwch. 
yndragywydawl.  Agwedy  ed- 
rych  onadunt.  pob  peth  ar  y 
kynghor  hwnnw  y  trigw\  d,  Ac 
yno  ykyrchwyt  pandialfus  vren¬ 
hin  groec  y  ofyn  ydaw  awnay  e( 
eu  ewyllys  wynt.  yr  gadel  y 
eneitydaway  gyuoeth.  ac  yntheu 
a  edewys  pob  peth  vdunt  canys 
yn  eu  mediant  yd  oed.  Ac  yno 
ymanagafTant  ydaw  ev  damuned 
mal  ydywetpwyt  uchot.  ac  y  bu 
dir  idaw  vludhau  ydunt.  ac  ef 
agynygawt  banner  ygyuoeth  yr 
trigaw  oy  verch  yn  vn  ynys  ac 
ef.  ac  nys  mynnynt. 
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liged  to  fubmit  to  them,  and  he 
offered  half  of  his  dominion,  fo 
that  his  daughter  might  remain 
in  the  fame  country  with  him- 
felf,  and  they  would  nqt  have 
it  fo. 

And  upon  their  neceffaries 
being  made  ready,  they  repaired 
to  the  hups,  and  Ignogen  with 
them, without  any  onebeingable 
to  calm  her  wailing  and  weeping, 
until  fhe  was  come  upon  the 
midft  of  the  flood,  fo  that  fhe 
faw  not  the  land,  and  then  a  dead 
lleep  fell  upon  her,  from  excefs 
of  fatigue,  and  want  of  reft.  The 
number  of  the  fhips  with  which 
they  went  from  Greece,  was 
three  hundred  and  twenty  four 
fhips,  full  of  men,  with  arms  and 
horfes,  with  gold  andfilver,  with 
wine  and  wheat;  and  they  came 
to  Ligefti,  which  was  a  defolate 
ifiand,  that  had  been  formerly 
inhabited.  And  there  many  of 
them  came  on  fhore,  to  lee  the 
nature  of  the  land,  and  to  hunt, 
for  the  woods  and  forefts  were 
frequent,  and  wild  beads  in  them. 
And  there  they  found  an  old 
temple,  which  had  been  former¬ 
ly  confecrated  to  the  goddefs 
D  iana;  and  in  corning  towards 
the  fhips,  they  hill  a  white  doe, 
and  bringing  her  as  a  prefent  to 
Brutus,  they  report  to  him  the 
nature  of  the  land,  and  requefting 
of  him  to  go  and  facrifice  to  the, 
gods,  before  going  any  further. 

And  thereupon  Brutus  took 
Gerio,  the  divine,  and  twelve 
men  of  the  elders,  as  was  requi- 
fite  for  the  ceremony  ;  and  when 
they  were  come  to  the  temple, 
he  twilled  a  crown  of  laurel 
round  his  head,  before  the  door 
of  the  temple,  as  was  ufual  from 

ancient 


Agwedy  bod  eu  kyfreidieu  yn 
barawt  kyrchu  y  llongheu  aorug-? 
ant  ac  ignogen  gyt  ac  wynt  heh 
allel  o  nep  ygoftegu  odryc 
yruerth  ac  wylaw  yny  doeth  y 
geuyn  gweilgi  hyt  na  welei  hi  yr 
tir.  ac  yna  yffyrthiawt  marw  hun 
arnei  otra  blinder  achyfgu.  Sef 
riuedi  llongheu  a  aeth  ganthunt 
o  roec,  pedeir  Hong  arugeint 
athrychant  yn  llawn  owyr  ac 
arueu  a  meirch.  ac  eur  ac  arian. 
agwin  agwenith.  ac  ydoythant 
hyt  yn  lygefti  ynys  diffeith  oed 
honno  ac  auuaffeigyuanned  gynt, 
ac  yno  yd  aeth  Ilawer  onadunt  yr 
tir  v  edrych  snfawd  y  tir  ac  y 
hely  canys  amyl  oed  coydid 
aforefteu  a  gwydlydnot  yndunt. 
ac  yno  y  caffant  hen  demyl  ry 
daruoed  y  aberthu  gynt  ydiana 
dwywes,  ac  yn  dyuot  tu  ar  llong¬ 
heu  ylladaffant  ewic  wen  ay 
dwyn  yn  anrec  ybruth  amenegi 
idaw  anfawd  ytir;  ac  erchi  idaw 
mynet  y  offrymhu  yr  dwyweu 
kyn  mynet  pellach  hynny.  Ac 
yna  ykymyrth  brut’  gyd  ac  ef 
gerio  dewin  adeudengwyr  ohyn- 
afgwyr  ac  a  oed  reid  yr  offrum. 
agwedi  eu  dyuot  yrdemyhroi  co- 
rono  lawrwyden  ygkyllchy  ben 
rac  bron  drws  ydemv  1  mal  ygnott- 
heito  hen  deuawt.  achynneu  teir 
kynneu  odanyrtri  duw.nydam- 
gen  yiubit’.  amercuri’.  adiana.  ac 
ybob  vn  onadunt  ygwnaeth  ahely’ 
gwahanredawl.  ac  ynaykymyrth 
brutus  lleftyr  yr  aberth  yny  Haw 
deheu  idaw  yn  llawn  o  won  a- 
gwaet  or  ewic  wen.  adyrchauel 
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ancient  cuftom,  and  kindled 
three  lights  of  fire  to  the  three 
gods;  namely  to  Jupiter,  and 
Mercury,  and  Diana;  and  to 
.every  one  he  officiated  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  manner ;  and  then  Brutus 
took  the  vefTel  of  the  facrifice 
in  his  right  hand,  full  of  wine 
and  the  blood  of  the  white  doe, 
lifting  his  face  towards  the  god- 
defs,  and  faying  thus Art*  thou 
the  powerful  goddefs,  the  terror 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  woods, 
that  half  liberty  to  walk  serial 
paths!  Thou  doff  difpenfe  due 
order  to  the  earth  and  to  hell ! 
lay  what  earth  thou  wouldeft 
that  we  fhould  inhabit?  point 
out  the  undifputable  Ration  from 
which  I  may  yield  thee  eternal 
honor ;  and  where  I  may  rear 
auguft  temples  to  thee,  endowed 
with  veftal  choirs.”  And  after 
he  had  faid  that'  nine  times,  he 
went  round  the  altar  four  times, 
and  poured  the  wine  that  was  in 
his  hand,  before  the  altar  into 
the  fire,  and  then  laid  upon  the 
fkin  of  the  white  doe,  which  he 
had  ftretched  out  before  the  altar. 
When  he  was  become  opprefTed 
with  fleep,  heflept;  and  as  it 
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vwvneb  yn  erbyn  vdwiwes  ady- 
wedud  val  hyn.  Ae  ty  dy 
gvuoethawc  dwiwes  aruthret 

nJ 

koedolion  vsyt  ganyat  yt  kerdet 
llwybreu  awyraul  ti  aryd  dylyet 
yr  daear  ac  y  uffern.  dywet  pa 
daear  avynnech  y  breffwyliau  o 
honam.  dywet  yn  eisteduadiam- 
heu  yth  anrydedwif  yn  dragywyd 
o  honei.  ac  y  gwnelwif  temleu 
anrydedus  yttd  oweryriiaul  gor- 
ieu.  Agwedy  dywedut  hynny 
nauweith  ohonaw.  kylchynu  yr 
allawr  aortic  pedeirgweith.  a 
dineu  y  gwm  a  oed  yny  law  rac 
bron  yr  allaur  yny  gynne.  ac 
odyna  gorwed  ar  groen  yr  ewic 
wen.  rydynhafTei  rac  bron  yr 
allaur.  gwedy  yorthrymu  o  him 
kyfgu  aoruc.  ac  val  am  draeau 
nos  y  gwelei  ef  drwy  yhun  yn 
dywedud  urthaw  ual  hyn.  Brut' 
heb  hi  adan  ygorllewin  or  tu. 
hwnt  y  freinc  ymae  ynys  yny 
mor.  a  uu  gyuanned  gynt  gan 
kewri.  a  diffeith  yw  weithion 
onyd  ygeint  kawr.  a  honno  a 
vvd  adas  ytti  ac  yth  kenedvl  ey 
gwledychu.  ac  Albion  ywyhenw. 
fef  oed  hynny  y  wren  ynys  yn 
gymraec.  Agwedy  dyffroi  brut* 
ef  a  yenegis  yw  gedymeithion  y 


*  The  addrefs  of  Biutus  runs  thus,  in  the  Welch  fchool  manufcript. 


“  Cyvoethawc  ddwyvves  y  coedydd  ti 
ysydd  aruchred  ir  beidd  koed.  yti  y  mae 
kaniat.  y  gerdded  drwy  awyrawl  ffyrdd 
ac  uffernolinn  dai  a  threiglaw  daiarolion 
d. i lied .  dywed  y  mi  pa  ddaiar  a  vynnych 
j  prcffwyliaw  o  honafi.  yn  y  lie  ed  anrhy- 
deddwy  finheu  di  o  wcriniawl  coreu.” 

In  the  Red  Book,  it  is  thus — 

“  Ai  ty  d:  y  fydd  arghvyddes  gyfoeth- 
awc  yr  hela.  ti  y  fydd  gaidwad  ar  y  baedd 
coed,  y  ti  y  mae  cumad  y  vmddaith  trwy 
hvybrau  yr  awyr  a  thrwy  dai  uffern.  dy- 
waid  yni  pa  dir  a  gaifswyf  y  hreffwyliaw 
yndaw  ac  yth  anrydeddy  dithau  trwy 
oeioed  a  blynyddoedd  a  mi  a  wnaf  demyl 
y tii  anrydeduy  ti.” 


“  Powerful  Goddefs  of  the  woods! 
thou  who  artfo  terrible  to  the  wild  hoars! 
to  thee  there  is  liberty  to  walk  through 
aerial  roads,  and  infernal  manfions,  and 
to  revolve  terreflrial  defHnies  !  fay  to  me 
what  earth  thou  wouldeft  to  be  inhabited 
by  me,  wherein  I  alib  might  honour  thee 
with  veftal  choirs  ?'* 

“  Art  thr>u  the  powerful  goddefs  of 
the  chace  !  thou  art  the  guardian  over  the 
wild  boar;  to  thee  there  is  liberty  to  travel 
the  paths  of  the  iky,  and  throug  1  the  man¬ 
fions  of  hell  !  declare  to  me,  what  land  f 
fhould  feek,  to  dwell  in  it,  and  to  honour 
thee  alio  through  ages  and  years;  and  I 
{hall  make  a  temple  to  honour  thee.’’ 
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was  about  the  third  part  of  night, 
he  could  fee  through  his  deep, 

*  fpoken  to  him  in  this  manner — 
Brutus,  faid  fhe,  beneath  the 
weftern  fky,  on  the  further  fide 
of  France,  there  is  an  ifland  in  the 
lea,  which  has  been  formerly  in¬ 
habited  by  giants,  and  is  now  de¬ 
folate,  except  that  there  are 
twenty  giants,  and  that  will  be 
meet  for  thee  and  thy  nation  to 
be  poffeffed  of,  and  Albion  is 
its  name,  which  implied  the 
white  ifland,  in  Welfh.  And 
when  Brutus  had  awaked,  he 
told  his  vifion  which  he  had 
feen  to  his  companions ;  and 
then  they  repaired  to  their  ftiips, 
giving  thanks  to  the  Gods,  and 
hoifted  fails,  and  ploughed  the 
feas,  on  one  courfe  for  the  fpace 
of  thirty  days,  before  they  came 
to  Africa;  and  from  thence  they 
arrived  on  the  confines  of  the 
Philiftmes ;  and  from  thence 
they  came  to  the  Lake  oi  the 
Willows  ;  and  from  thence  they 
came  between  Rufgan  and 
Azare  ;  and  there  they  fought 
with  the  nation  of  the  pirates, 
and  Brutus  overcame  them ;  and 
from  thence  they  came  along 
the  river  Malve ;  and  from 
thence  they  came  as  far  as  the 
country  ol  Mauritania,  and  they 
ravaged  that  from  one  fea  to  the 
other ;  and  from  thence  they 
came  as  far  as  the  Pillars  ot 
Hercules  ;  and  there  they  expe¬ 
rienced  extreme  diflrefs  from 
the  mermaids  finging  their  fongs, 
To  that  every  one  who  heard 
them  were  hire  to  rail  alleep, 
and  then  the  waves  would  come 
over  the  fhips  to  .endeavour  to 
fink  and  to  drown  them,  fo  that 
the  men  were  obliged  to  melt 
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weledigaeth  ry  welfei.  ac  yna 
kyrehu  ,eu  llongheu  aorugant 
dan  diolch  yr  dwyweu.  a  dyr- 
chauel  hwylew  arwigaw  moroed 
ar  vn  tu  yfpeit  degniwyrnawd 
arugeint  kyn  dyuot  hyt  yr  affric. 
ac  odyna  ydoethant  hyt  ar  llo- 
l  ieu  y  phyliftewydyon.  ac  odyna 
ydoethant  ar  hyt  llyn  yr 
helic.  ac  odyna  y  doethant 
rung  rufgan  amynyd  azare 
ac  yna  yr  ymladaffant  a- 
chenedyl  y  pirate  ac  ygoruu  brut’ 
arnadunt.  Ac  odena  ydoethant 
ar  hyt  auon  malue.  ac  odena 
ydoethant  hyt  yngwlat  maurita- 
nya  ac  anreithiaw  hono  aorugant 
or  mor  pwy  gilid.  ac  odena 
ydoethant  hyt  ygcolofneuercwlff 
ac  yna  ycafsant  diruawr  gouyd 
gan  ymor  vorynnyon.  yn  canu 
kywidolaetheu  yn  v  vytheu  dir 
ybawb  or  ay  klywei  kyfgu.  ac 
yna  y  deuwenic  am  ben  y  ilong- 
heu  y  geifiaw  ev  fudaw  ac  ev 
bodi.  yny  oruu  ar  gwyr  todi 
kwyr  yn  ev  klufleu  ac  ymlat  ac 
wynt  o  nerth  eu  holl  arueu.  ac 
o  breyd  y  dianghaffant  odigan- 
thunt.  ac  odena  ydoethant  hyt 
ymortiren.  Ac  ar  yftlys  y  mor 
hvnnw  wynt  adoethant  ymplith 
pedeir  gweligord  o  genedyl  tro 
or  rei  a  foaffei  gyt  ac  antenor 
gwedy  diftriw  caer  dro.  Ag- 
wedy  ymouyn  or  dwy  genedyl 
ymadnabot  awnaethant.  ac  yna 
yd  oed  yn  dywyffawc  arnadunt 
corine’.  achryfaf  gwr  adewraf 
or  byd  oed  hwnnw.  agwedy 
ymadnabot  ef  abrutus.  ymgaru 
aorugant  yn  diamadaw  yr  vn  ae 
gilid  onadunt  ohynny  allan.  ac 
odyna  ydoethant  ygyt  hyt  yn 
angyw  ahyt  ymporth  liger.  Ac 
yna  ybuant  wythnos  ar  vn  tu. 
agwedy  menegi  hynny  y  Goffar 
°  J  fichti 
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wax  Into  their  ears,  and  to  fight 
again  ft  them  with  all  their  force 
of  arms,  and  fo  until  the  time 
they  had  efcaped  from  them. 
And  from  thence  they  came  as 
far  as  the  fea  of  Tyrrhene.  And 
on  one  fide  of  that  fea  they  came 
amongft  four  tribes  of  the  na¬ 
tion  of  Troy,  of  thofe  who  had 
fled  with  Antenor,  after  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  city  of' Troy. 
And  after  the  two  nations  had 
enquired,  they  recognized  one 
another.  And  then  Corineus 
was  a  prince  over  them  ;  and 
he  was  the  ftrongeft  and  braveft 
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man  of  the  world.  And  when 
he  and  Brutus  had  become  ac¬ 
quainted,  they  mutually  loved 
one  another,  without  either  of 
them  feparating  from  that  time 
forward.  And  from  thence 
they  came  together  as  far  as 
Anjoy,  and  as  far  as  the  entrance 
of  Liger.  And  there  they  were 
for  a  week  without  moving ; 
and  when  that  had  been  told  to 
Goffar  Fichti,  the  king;  of  that 
country,  he  lent  melfengers  de¬ 
firing  of  them  to  recede  from 
the  land ;  and  if  they  did  not 
recede  from  the  land  willingly, 
he  fhould  drive  them,  againft 
their  will.  And  when  the  mef- 
fengers  were  come  there,  Cori¬ 
neus  was  hunting;  in  a  foreft, 

O  7 

and  killing  wild  beafts  ;  and 
when  the  meffengers  were  made 
acquainted  wich  that,  they  came 
to  the  foreft,  to  endeavour  to 
take  him,  and  bring  him  prifo- 
ner  with  them ;  and  becaufe 
Corineus  would  not  fubmit  to 
them,  one  of  the  company, 
whofe  name  was  Imbeit,  fhot  at 
him  with  an  arrow  ;  and  Cori¬ 
neus  avoided  the  arrow  ;  and 

before 


fichti  brenhin  ywlad  honno. 
anuon  cennadeu  aoruc  yerchi 
vdunt  kiliaw  ywrth  y  tir.  ac  ony 
chiheint  ywrth  y  tir  oc  ev  bod 
ef  ac  eu  gwrthladeu  oc  eu  han- 
uod.  Aphan  doeth  y  kennad- 
eu  yno.  yd  oed  corine’  yn  hely 
foreft  ac  yn  Had  gwydlydnod. 
agwedy  gwybot  or  kennadeu 
hynny  dyuot  yr  foreft  aorugant 
ygeifiaw  ydaly  ay  dwyn  ynghar- 
charganthunt.  acamnad  vfudhae 
corine’  vdunt  un  onadunt  ay 
bwriawt  afaeth  imbeit  oyd  y 
henw.  ac  y  gochelawd  corine* 
yfaeth.  achyn  kael  ohonaw  bwrw 
yr  eil.  corine’  ay  trewis  ef  ay 
vva  ehun  yny  dorres  yben  yn 
dryllieu.  ac  yfoas  y  lleill  hyt  ar 
goffar  fichti  amenegi  idaw  ev 
holl  damchwein.  agorthrum 
ykymyrth  goffar  hynny.  Ac 
yna  lluhudaw  y  holl  kyuoeth 
aoruc  a  dyuot  am  ben  brut’,  ac 
erchi  idaw  ymrodi  y  gar  char  ac 
ef  ay  wyr.  am  dyuot  yw  gyu- 
oeth  hep  ganyat.  ahely  y  foref- 
teu.allady  wyr.ac  onyd  ymrod- 
ei  oy  vod.  ev  ay  kymelle  oy 
anvod.  onerth  aruev.  Agwedy 
kymryto  vrut’  ygyghor  y  nac- 
kau  ar  gwbyl  aoruc.  Ac  yna 
bydinaw  aoruc  goffar  ylu. 
Abrut’  yr  eidaw  yntev.  yn  llyw- 
yaw  yvydin  gynthaf  ygoffar 
yd  oyd  fiward  y  oruchel  yftiward 
achryuaf  gwr  yn  freinc  oed. 
Ac  yny  erbin  ynteu  ydoeth  co¬ 
rine’  ay  vydin.  Ac  yno  ybu 
kyuaruot  cadarn  acun  creulon 
rwng  ybydinoed  yn  ymadvydi. 
ac  yna  y  11  as  fiward.  arac-tewet 
ybydinoed  yn  ymgymyfgu  ycoll- 
es  corine’  ygledyf.  ac  y  dam- 
chweiniawt  idaw  bwiall  deu  vin- 
niawrc.  ar  lie  trawei  ef  ahbnno 
nys  attalieu  dim  yny  elei  hyt  y 
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before  he  could  fhoot  the  fecond, 
Corineus  ftruck  him  with  his 
own  bow,  fo  that  his  head  was 
blattered  to  pieces,  and  the  reft 
fled  to  Go  bar  Fichti,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  him  with  all  their  inci¬ 
dents,  and  Goffar  took  that  with 
much  concern.  And  thereupon 
he  embattled  his  whole  domi¬ 
nion,  and  came  againft  Brutus, 
and  commanded  him  to  refign 
himfelf  to  prifon,  with  his  men, 
for  coming  to  his  dominion 
without  leave  ;  and  hunting  his 
forefts,  and  flaying  Ins  men ; 
and  if  he  did  not  refign  himfelf 
willingly,  he  fhould  compel  him 
againft  his  will,  by  force  of 
arms.  And  when  Brutus  had 
taken  council,  he.reh.fied  him 
altogether.  And  thereupon 
Goffar  fet  his  army  in  array. 
And  Brutus  on  Ins  fide,  was  the 
hrft,  leading  his  lioft.  ft  o  Got- 
far  there  was  Siward,  as  com¬ 
mander  m  clftef ;  and  he  was 
the  ftrongeft  man  in  h ranee; 
and  againft  him  came  Corineus, 
with  his  hoft.  And  thereupon 
a  mighty  and  furious  encounter 
took  place,  between  the  hofls, 
mutually  dealing  death;  and 
then  Siward  was  flain.  And 
from  the  tlncknefs  ot  the  holts, 
mingling  together,  Corineus  loft 
his  fword,  and  he  cafually  found 
a  two-edged  battle-ax  ?  and  where- 
ever  he  ftruck  with  that,  no¬ 
thing  could  ft  op  it,  until  it  went 
to  the  earth  ;  and  with  that  he 
put  to  flight  the  three  hundred 
knights  ;  and  they  knew  not  but 
that  the  whole  army  might  be 
purfuing  them,  until  he  called 
to  them,  and  upbraided  them, 
for  that  three  hundred  men, 
fhould  flee  from  one  man  ;  and 

there- 


dayar.  ac  ahonno  ygyrrawt  ef  fo 
ar  y  trychant  marchawc.  ac  ny 
wydeint  wy  nabeiyrholl  luyn 
eu  hymlid  ac  yn  eu  Had.  yny 
ymorelwys  ef  ac  wynt.  ac  eu 
hangchreiftiau  am  iTo  o  tri- 
chanwr  rac  un  gwr.  ac  yna  ykeis- 
ialfant  ymchwelut.  ac  ny  thyg- 
iawt  vdunt.  Ac  yna  yloas 
goffar  fichti  ac  adienghis  oy  wyr. 
hyt  ar  deudec  gogyuurd  freinc 
ygwynaw  wrthunt  ry  dyuot  gor- 
mes  arallwlat  ay  digyuoethi.  ac 
ervynneit  yr  duw  vdunt  yam- 
diflin  ef  ay  gyuoeth.  Aphawb 
onadunt  aymedewis  ac  ef.  Ag- 
wedy  gwybot  o  vrut’  hynny  y 
peris  ef  gwneuthur  ydaw  caftell 
rac  ruthyr  y  elynnion  yn  lie 
ygwnaeth  omir  dinas  gwedy 
hynny  val  y  tyftia  ehunan.  Ag- 
wedy  klywet  ogoffar  hynny  gwa- 
eth  oed  ganthaw  noc  awnaethef- 
flt  o  boll  farhaedeu  idaw  kyn  n,o 
hynny.  Ac  yna  kynullaw  aorugr 
ant  ev  hoi l  kedernit  ofreinc 
ywrthlad  brut’  or  ynys.  Ag- 
wedy  eu  dyuot  hyt  yna.  ydoeth 
brut’  ay  lu  y  eu  herbyn.  ac  yna 
vmgyrehu  or  deu  lu  yny  glywyt 
eu  ffodwrd  ar  ydaear  ac  eu  pelei- 
dyr  yn  torn  yn  neyntyrch  awyr. 
ac  \yynt  yn  difgrethu  ynd'ioaef 
gloes  angheu  o  bop  tu.  hyt  na 
alley  neb  y  uenem,  Aswedy 
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treulaw  llauwer  ordyd.  y  gqruyi 
ar  ybryttanyeit  kiliaw  yr  caftell 
odralluoflbffrwyd  yfremc.  Ar 
nos  honno  ydaeth  corme  atheyr 
mil  owyr  aruawc  ford  dirgeledic 
hyt  mewn  elvn  coydiawc  a- 
llechuynahyt  trannpeth.  Aphan 
uu  dyd  drannoeth  ydoefii  brut’ 
ay  lu.  ac  yn  yerbyn  yntheu 


ydoeth 


sroffar 

O 


ay  lu 


acmi 


u  dec 


gogyuurd  freinc  ac  eu  luoed  ac 
yna  ymlad  yn  wychyr  creuloq. 


<5 


apnan 


history.  u 


thereupon  they  attempted  to  re¬ 
turn,  but  it  profpered  not  to 
them.  Then  Gofer  Fichti  fled; 
and  his  men  efcaped,  to  the 
twelve  compeers  of  France,  to 
complain  to  them,  that  a  foreign 
enemy  had  come  and  defolated 
it,  and  implored,  for  the  fake  of 
God,  that  they  Would  defend 
him/  and  his  dominion.  And 
all  of  them  confederated  with 
him.  And  when  Brutus  became 
acquainted  with  that,  he  caufed 
to  be  made  for  him  a  caflle 
againlt  the  a  {fault  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  in  the  place  where  Gmir 
made  a  city  afterwards,  as  he 
himfelf  teffifies.  When  Gofifar 
heard  of  that,  he  was  more  hurt 
at  it,  than  with  all  the  injuries 
done  to  him  before.  And  there¬ 
upon  they  collected  together  all 
their  power,  in  France,  to  chafe 
Brutus  out  of  the  country.  And 

j 

when  they  had  come  there,  Bru¬ 
tus,  and  his  army  came  againfl 
them.  Thereupon  the  two  holts 
afTaulted  each  other,  fo  that 
their  noife  was  heard  upon  the 
earth,  and  that  of  their  fpears 
breaking  in  the  expanfe  of  the 
fky,  and  they  gnafhing,  in  fuf- 
fering  the  pang  of  death  on 
every  fide,  fo  as  not  to  be  ex- 
p re  (fed  by  any  body.  And  after 
much  of  the  day  was  fpent,  the 
Britons  were  necefhtated  to  re¬ 
treat  to  the  caflle,  from  the  fu- 
perior  number  of  the  French. 
And  that  night  came  Corineus, 
with  three  thoufand  of  armed 
men,  by  a  private  road  into  a 
woody  dingle,  and  lay  conceal- 
edthere  until  the  next  day.  And 
when  it  was  day  the  following 
morning,  Brutus  and  his  holt 
came,  and  againfl  him  likewife 

came 


aphan  ottoydynt  cadarnaf  yn 
ymadoydi.  ynychaf  corineus  ay 
vydyn  ydyuot  or  tu  ol  vdunt. 
ac  yn  ev  Had  vn  olofrud.  agwe- 
dy  gwelet  or  freinc  hynny  diga- 
lonni  aorugantafo  yamrauaylion 
leoed  mal  y tango ffeu  eutynghet- 
uenev.  Ac  yna  yllas  turn’  nei  y 
vrut’  ynwas  ieuanc  ac  yn  gry- 
faf  gwr  or  llu  eithyr  corine’.  ac 
ynteu  aladawt  chwechannwr  ay 
vn  cledyf  kyn  ylad.  ac  yna 
yclathpwyt  ef.  ac  ydodet  yhenw 
ef  ar  ylle  hwnnw.  yr  henne  hyt 
hediw. 
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came  GofFar  with  his  army,  and 
the  twelve  compeers  ot  France 
with  their  armies ;  and  there¬ 
upon  a  brave  and  furious  battle 
took  place  ;  and  when  they  were 
moil  mightily  engaged  in  con¬ 
flict,  behold  Corineus  coming 
with  his  company  in  their  rear, 
and  flaying  them  without  mercy. 
And  when  the  French  had  feen 
that,  they  became  difheartened, 
flying  to  various  places,  as  di¬ 
rected  by  their  deflinies.  And 
then  was  {lain  Turnus,  a  young 
man,  and  the  ftrongeft  one  ot 
the  army,  except  Corineus  ;  and 
he  flew  fix  hundred  men  with 
his  fingle  fword,  before  he  was 
killed  ;  and  thereupon  he  was 
buried  ;  and  his  name  was  given 
to  that  place,  which  remains  to 
this  day. 

And  when  Brutus  had  obtain¬ 
ed  the  victory  there,  he  had  the 
advice  in  council,  before  lofing 
too  many  of  his  men,  to  go 
where  it  was  his  defign,  and  his 
vifion.  And  thereupon  they 
prepared  themfelves,  and  repair¬ 
ing  to  their  fliips,  and  failing  for¬ 
ward  to  the  weft,  they  came  to 
the  fhore  of  Totneis ;  and  then 
he  fent  to  obferve  the  quality  of 
the  land  ;  and  after  it  had  been 
declared  to  Brutus  the  quality  of 
the  land,  he  was  contented ; 
and  they  pufhed  their  fliips  to 
land.  And  where  Brutus  fir  ft 
came  to  land,  he  began  a  temple 
to  the  goddefs  Diana,  who  had 
lhewn  the  vifion  to  Brutus.  And 
VvThilft  he  was  facriflcing  to  the 
gods,  Corineus  went  to  feek  for 
the  giants  towards  Kerniw,  for 
it  was  there  he  had  heard  they 
were;  and  when  he  was  come 
there,  they  had  gone  another 
\  way, 


Agwedy  caffel  o  vrut*  y  vudU 
ugoliaeth  yna.  ef  agauas  yny 
gynghor  kyn  collijgormod  oy wyr 
mynet  lie  yd  oed  yaruaeth.  ay 
weledigaeth.ac  ynaymgyweiriaw 
aorugant  achyrchu  eu  llongheu 
ahwylawragdunt  tu  argorllewyn 
yny  doethant  hyt  yn  traeth  tot¬ 
neis.  ac  yna  anuon  y  edrych 
anfod  ytir.  agwedy  menegy  y 
vrut’  anfawd  ytir  bodlawn  oed 
ganthaw.  athrofli  eu  llongheu 
yr  tir  aorugant.  ar  lie  ydoeth 
brut’  kyntaf  yrtir.  ydechreuawd 
temyl  ydiana  dwywes  yr  hon 
avenegys  yweledigaeth  y  vrutus. 
Athra  uu  ef  yn  aberthu  yr  dwy- 
weu.  ydaeth  corine’  y  geifiaw 
yr  kewri  hyt  yngherniw  ganys 
yno  y  klywflfei  ef  eu  bod.  aphan 
doeth  ef  yno.  wynt  a  aethafieint 
ford  arall  y  ymgeifiaw  abrut’  ae 
lu.  ac  awnaethant  kynhwrf  yn 
yllu  allad  llawer  onadunt.  Ag¬ 
wedy  menegi  h.ynny  ybrut’  nv 
3  deuei 
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way,  to  make  an  attempt  upon 
Brutus  and  his  army;  and  they 
created  a  tumult  in  the  army, 
and  flew  feveral.  And  when 
that  had  been  told  Brutus,  he 
would  not  come  near  them,  un¬ 
til  he  had  done  facrificing.  And 
then  he  put  his  army  in  array, 
and  came  to  fight  with  the  giants. 
And  thereupon  the  giants  were 
all  (lain  except  one,  Gocmacgoc 
was  his  name ;  and  he  was 
twelve  cubits  in  height,  and  four 
in  breadth;  and  the  ftrongefl 
man  of  the  world  was  he ;  and 
for  that  reafon  Brutus  caufed 
him  to  be  left  alive,  to  contend 
with  Corineus.  And  when  Co- 
ririeus  was  returned  from  tra- 
verfing  the  country,  Brutus  re¬ 
lated  to  him  their  adventure 
with  refpebf  to  the  giants ;  and 
Corineus  was  pleafed  with  that. 
And  then  the  great  giant  was 
brought  to  contend  with  Cori¬ 
neus,  upon  the  top  of  a  high 
level  rock  by  the  fea  fide.  And 
in  the  firft  onfet,  the  giant  got  a 
wrift  grapple  under  his  two  arms, 
and  fqueezed  him,  fo  that  three 
ribs  broke  within  him;  one  on 
the  right  fide,  and  two  on  the 
left  fide,  and  ihen  lifting  him 
threw  him  upon  his  knees  to  the 
ground.  And  thereupon  Cori¬ 
neus  got  up  nimbly,  being  en¬ 
raged,  and  laid  hold  of  the  giant, 
and  fqueezed  him  fo  that  all 
his  holds  were  enfeebled,  and 
then  lifting  him  upon  his  {boul¬ 
der,  he  repaired  to  the  fide  of 
the  fea,  and  from  a  high  done 
threw  him  upon  the  pointed 
rocks,  fo  that  he  was  torn  in 
pieces  before  he  reached  the  fea, 
and  the  waves  of  the  fea  were 
reddened  with  his  blood  ;  and 
r  thence- 


deuei  yny  kyuyl  yny  daruu 
ydaw  aberthu.  acyna  kyweiriaw 
y  lu  aoruc  adyuot  y  ymlad  ar 
kewri.  ac  yna  y Has  ykewri  oil- 
dieithyr  vn  gocmacgoc  oed  y 
henw.  adeudec  kuvyd  oed  yny 
hyt.  a  plied  war  yny  led.  achryf- 
ai  dyn  or  byd  oed  hwnnw.  ac 
am  hynny  y  peris  brut’  y  adel 
yn  vew  y  ymdrechu  a  chorine/ 
Agwedy  dyuot  corine’  o  rodiaw 
yr  ynys.  y  menegys  brut’  idaw 
eu  kyfranc  am  y  kewri.  abod- 
lawn  vu  corine’  y  hynny.  ac  yna 
yducpwyt  y  cawr  mawr  y 
ymdrechu  achorine’  hyt  ar  ben 
kreic  uchel  gwaffat  ar  lan  ymor, 
Ac  yny  kyhwrd  kyntaf  y  cawr 
ay  cafuas  ef  gauel  ardwrn  adan 
y  deu  vreich  ay  wafgu  yny  dor- 
res  teir  affen  yndaw.  Vn  orylf- 
lys  deheu.  adwy  or  yftlys  aflu. 
ac  yna  ydyrchauel  ay  daraw  ar 
dal  ylin  yr  llawr.  Ac  yna  kyu- 
odi  yn  llym  aoruc  corine’  ac  yn 
llidiawc.  ac  ymauelyny  cawr  ay 
wafgu  vrthaw  yny  layfawd  y 
boll  gauayleu.  ac  yna  y  dyr- 
chauel  ar  y  yfgwyd  achyrchu 
lan  y  mor  ac  ei  aoruc.  ac  yar 
carrec  vchel  y  uwrw  dros  yfki- 
thir  kerric  yny  uu  yn  dryliieu 
kyn  dyuot  yr  mor.  ac  yny 
goches  tonneu  yr  mor  oy  waed. 
ac  yr  hynny  hyt  hediw  y  gel- 
wir  y lie  hwnnw  11am  y  cawr. 
Sef  oed  hynny.  deu  cant  mlyned 
a  mil,  gwedy  dwfvr  diliw  y 
doyth  brut’  kyntaf  yr  ynys  hon. 
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thenceforward  to  this  day,  that 
place  is  called  the  giant’s  leap. 
The  period  was  one  thoufand 
two  hundred  years  after  the  de¬ 
luge,  when  Brutus  fir  ft  came  to 
this  illand. 

And  then  Brutus  had  the 
name  that  theretofore  was  upon 
the  illand,  done  away ;  the 
which  was  Albion,  and  gave 
it  his  own  name,  fothat  it  fhould 
be  remembered  by  the  future 
generation,  that  Brutus  was  the 
firfl  who  governed  it ;  and  there¬ 
upon  the  name  of  Britain  was 
given  to  the  illand,  and  the  na¬ 
tion  was  called  Britons  from  that 
time  forward.  And  then  he 
gave  to  Corineus  what  part  he- 
fhould  choofe  of  the  illand;  and 
he  chofe  the  part  which  he  had 
been  traverfiiiff  and  viewing;  • 
and  thereupon  Corineus  gave 
to  his  (hare  of  the  illand,  from 
his  own  name,  Kerniw,  and  to 
the  people  Kerniwians,  thence¬ 
forward,  From  thence  Brutus 
and  his  army,  came  to  the  banks 
of  a  noble  river,  Thames  was 
its  name  ;  and  having  difeovered 
a  convenient  place  for  building, 
he  made  a  city  there,  and  called 
it  new  Troy.  That  name  con¬ 
tinued  on  i  until  ihe  age  of 
Llud,  the  fon  of  Beli,  the  ion  of 
Manogan.  And  after  having 
completed  the  city,  Brutus  llept 
for  the  firft  time,  with  Ignogen, 
his  wife,  and  three  children  he 
had  of  her;  namely,  Locrinus, 
Camber,  and  Albanafcfus.  And 
after  Brutus  had  reigned  over 
the  ifle  of  Britain  peaceably  for 
twenty-four  years,  he  died,  and 
he  was  honourably  buried  in  the 

j 

city  which  he  himfelf  had  erect¬ 
ed. 


Ac  yna  ymynnw's  brut’  dw 
lehu  yr  henw  auuafTeiar  yr  ynysr 
kyn  no  hynny  fef  oyd  hynny 
albion.  dodi  henw  arnei  oy  enw 
ehwn.  mal  y delei  col  yr  genedil 
rac  Haw  mae  brut’  kyntaf  ay 
gwledychawt.  ac  yna  y  dodet  ar 
yr  ynys  henw  brutayn.  ac  ar  y 
genedil  brutanyeit  o  hynny  allan. 
Ac  yna  ef  arodes  y  corine’  y  ran 
adewilei  or  ynys.  ac  y  dewifawt 
ynteu  y  ran  y  buaffei  yn  y  rod- 
iaw  ac  yn  y  hedrych.  Ac  yna 
ydodes  corine’  ar  y  ran  ef  or 
ynys  oy  henw  ef  e  hun  kerniw,- 
ac  ar  v  genedil  cerneueit  o  hyn¬ 
ny  allan.  Odena  ydoeth  brut’ 
ay  lu  hyt  ar  lan  avon  bonhedic 
temys  oed  y  henw.  Agwedy 
gwelet  He  adas  yadeiliat.  ef  a 
wnaeth  dinas  yna  ac  ay  gelwys 
yn  tro  newyd.  yr  henw  hwnnw 
abarhawt  arnei  hyt  yn  oes  llud 
vab  beli  vab  manogun.  Ag~ we- 

O  O 

dy  gwneith’  y  dmas  kyfgu  aoruc 
brut’  yna  gyntaf  gan  ignogen 
ywreic.  Athri  meib  auu  ydaw 
o  honei  nyt  amgen.  Locrin/ 
Camber,  ac  Albanabt.’  Agwedy 
gwledychu  o  vrut’  ar  ynys  bryd- 
ein  yn  hedychawl  pedeyr  blyn- 
ed  arugeint  yvu  varw  ac  yclad- 
pwyt  ef  yny  gaer  a  adeiliafiei 
ehunan  yn  anrydedus. 

To  be  continued . 
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*  A Jh'ort  view  of  the  long  life  of  that  ever  wife ,  valiaunt,  and 
Jortunat  commander  Rice  ap  Thomas ,  Knight ,  Corf l  able , 
Lieutenant  oj  Brecknock ;  Chamberlaine  of  Carmarthen  and 
Cardigan ,  Senefchall  and  Chauncellor  of  Haverj or  dwejl.  Row  ft, 
and  Buelth  ;  Juficiar  'of  South  Wales ,  and  Governour  of  all 
Wales  ;  Knight  Banner ett,  and  Knight  of  the  mojl  Honourable 
Order  oj  the  Garter ,  a  Prune  Councilor  to  Henrie  the  VII. 
and  a  favourite  to  Henrie  the  VIII. 


The  Proeme  or  Apparatus  to  the  cnfuingre  Worke. 


Gentlemen, 

OU  are  eyther  nobiles  no- 
biles,  or  nobiles  ignobiles, 
or  ignobiles  nobiles ;  the  fir  ft  of 
you  are  they,  whoe  in  a  con¬ 
tinual!  fucceflion  for  manie  ge- 

•  .  O 

nerations  together,  have  without 
fpeck,  blemifh,  or  ftaine,  pur- 
fude  the  ftepps  of  your  noble 
founders  in  the  wayes  of  virtue 
and  goodnefs,  fometimes  adding, 
ever  equalling,  never  impayr- 
ing  their  worthie  and  high  de- 
fervings.  You  fee  then  to  be 
good  and  continue  foe,  is  the 
true  badge  and  cognifance  of 
gentiiitie.  Of  the  fecond  range, 
or  order,  are  the  nobiles  igno¬ 
biles,  men  that  have  bepifled 
their  father’s  monuments,  fuch, 


I  mean,  who  have  ftained  the 
glorious  aftions  of  their  noble 
progenitors  with  fome  horrible 
foule  crimes, (viminibus  confpu- 
tatione  dignis)  finnes  of  a  fear- 
let  hue.  With  arfte,  on  thus 
degenerous,  I  muft  confefs  I 
would  have  noe  commerce, 
feenum  habet  in  cornu , 

In  the  third  range,  or  order, 
are  our  ignobiles  nobiles  placed, 
men,  though  obfeure  and  darke 
in  their  beginnings,  yet  advanc¬ 
ed  to  places  of  higheft  digmtie 
and  preferment,  per  legitimos 
grains.  Such,  in  former  times, 
were  Themiftocles,  Marius, 
Marcus  Cato,  and  Cicero,  a  man 
novitatis  nobilijjimae  qui  omnia 
increment  a  Jua  fibi  clebuit.  If 


*  The  original  mauufeript,  of  which  this  is  a  copy,  was  written  in  the  early  part 
of  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft  ;  and  as  it  appears,  from  fome  paffages  in  it,  by  a  per- 
fon  who  claimed  fome  reiationfhip  to  the  noble  perfonage  whofe  life  it  profelfes  to 
give.  There  is  every  reafon  therefore  to  fuppoie,  that  the  documents  made  ufe 
of  in  the  compilation  of  this  hiftory  were  the  moft  perfedl  and  authentic  then  extant ; 
on  which  account  it  is  hoped,  that  it  will  be  confidered  as  no  fmall  acquifition  to  the 
Biography  of  Wales.  To  lay  that  the  Rile  is  quaint  and  pedantic  is  a  cenfure,  that 
will  generally  apply  to  the  age  it  was  written  in,  and  renders  any  apologv  unnecef- 
fary.  Notes  will  occafionally  be  fubjoined  and  an  appendix  containing*  pedigrees 
records,  or  documents  of  any  length,  which  may  ferve  to  elucidate  the  hiftory  will 
appear  at  the  end  of  it.  n 
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anie  of  this  number  be  among 
you,  they  cannot  want  their  due 
eftimation;  and  for  my  part, 
whenever  I  meete  them,  my  ad¬ 
miration  and  affq&ion  fhall  both 
followe,  yea  and  my  finger  fhall 
point  them  to  paffengers, 

«  E,t  pulchrum  eft  digito  monftruri  et 
dicerc,  hie  eft.” 

There  are  fome  of  late  (and 
truelie  it  hath  binn  foe  in  all 
ages),  qui  ex  thymorum  c  apt  on- 
bus ,  as  Synefius  faith,  imprimis 
pal  an  rhedam  in  filter  e.  Men, 
whofe  beginnings  we  are  as  ig¬ 
norant  oii  as  the  heades  ol  Nilus 
or  Achelous,  crept  notwith- 
ffanding  into  greate  honours  and 
eminent  places  per  faltum ,  by 
finiffer  and  indireft  courfes. 
Who  climes  by  this  ladder  may 
truelie  be  faid  abajinis  ad  boves 
ajeendere.  Suidas  will  have  him 
to  be  a  greate  difgrace  to  the 
order  of  this  forme,  whoe,  by 
the  erneft  follicitation  ol  his  am¬ 
bition,  without  anie  refpefil  to 
vertue,  will  not  flick  to  cutt  his 
owne  purfe  to  purchafe  himfelle 
by  fufreptitious  meanes  an  ho¬ 
nourable  title,  I  quite  debarr 
him  from  having  eyther  for  tern 
or  partem  nr  hoc  negotio,  till  lor 
three  or  four  defeentes  he  had 
well  ay  red  and  purged  him  fell 
from  the  faeces  and  dreggs  of  his 
layick  cimonie ,  contenting  my- 
felfe  for  an  age  or  two  to  afford 
him  a  roome  among  my  expec¬ 
tant  ds  nott  my  Junto's.  And 
nowe  you  knowe  to  whom  I 
make  my  addreffes,  will  you  be 
pleafed  to  reflefil  your  eyes  upon 
thofe  former  times  wherein,  lor 
magnanimitie  and  courage,  this 
£11  and  was  the  fubjeff  ol  the 
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world’s  difeourfe,  finking  an 
aweful  regard  of  our  valour  in 
the  hartes  of  all  neighbouring 
nations,  and  where  ever  elfeour 
name  was  heard  off.  ’Tis  evi¬ 
dent  then,  fortitude  from  all 
antiquitie  was  the  palmana 
virtus  ol  this  land. 

There  are  yett  among  us  the 
finall  remainder  of  the  antient 
Brittaines,  certaine  old  recordes 
left  (all  devouring  time  as  yett 
wanting  time  to  devoure  all), 
wherein,  to  our  greate  comfort, 
we  may  behold  howe  this  famous 
ifle  for  manie  centuries  of  yeares 
paft  hath  binn  beutified  and 
adorned  with  the  honourable 
title  Ynys  y  Cedeirn  or  Infula 
Fortium ;  a  moft  true  infallible 
argument  of  our  undaunted  pro- 
wefs  and  brave  atchievementes 
in  thofe  former  ages.  Oh ! 
there  was  a  time  when  we  had 
our  Mutii,  our  Fabritii,  and  our 
Reguli,  as  well  as  Rome,  and 
we  had  our  Socrates’  and  our 
Catos  too,  men  little  dredding 
fine,  povertie,  exile,  torment, 
poyfon,  or  death,  when  the  fave- 
ing  or  upholding  ol  their  coun¬ 
tries  honour  weare  once  in 
queflion.  That  we  may  nott 
fuffer  the  fame  of  our  noble 
progenitors  utterlie  to  perifh,  let 
us  but  imagine  this  fpecioufe 
goodlie  ifland  to  be  a  lair  trian¬ 
gular  garden,  and  out  of  each 
corner  thereof,  among  the  manie 
fweetes  there  growing,  let  us 
felebl  fome  on  choice  flower  of 
chivalerie  to  folace  and  refrefh 
our  too  much  dejecled  fpirits. 
Fixe  we  our  eyes  firft  upon  that 
noble  chieftaine  the  floute  Earle 
Percie,  and  then  upon  his  noe 
leffe  noble  antagonift,  the  re¬ 
nowned 
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nowned  Earle  Douglas ;  exa¬ 
mine  we  their  brave  aftions  and 
doughtie  performances  in  that 
memorable  combate,  of  braverie 
and  of gayete  de  cccur, as  theFrench 
ter  me  it;  in  Che  vie  Chafe  there 
may  we  behold  Heftor  againft 
Ajax,  and  Ajax  againft  Heftor, 
both  conquerors,  both  conquer¬ 
ed,  equal!  combatants.  Had 
England  and  Scotland-  binn 
wagered  for  the  garland,  then, 
as  Rome  and  Alba  was  in  time 
pad,  there  had  binn  champions 
for  them  indeede.  Nowe  to  add 
unto  thefe  two  worthies  fand  foe 
make  up  my  triangle),  give  me 
leave  to  point  you  out  a  third  in 
Wales ;  for  W ales,  as  that 
famous  commander  himfelf  faid 
of  the  Romans,  had  its  Hannibal 
too,  even  the  greate  Rice ,  the 
fubjeft  of  this  enfuing  difcourfe, 
nay  more  then  -  a  Hannibal, 
carrying  yet  this  advantage  with 
him,  that  he  never  mett  with  a 
Marcel lus  to  teach  him  m  mar- 
hall  affaires.  He  was  to  doe  him 
but  right  both  a  Marcellas  and  a 
Babius  Maximus ,  for  as  they  of 
Rome,  foe  he  of  W ales  might 
trulie  be  called  their  fword  and 
buckler.  You  fhall  feldome 
read  in  martial!  ftorie  of  anie 
man  adorned  with  fuch  high 
attributes  and  epithets  of  hon¬ 
our,  as  this  Rice-  was,  both  by 
Englifh  hiftoriographers,  and 
efpeciallie  among  our  Welch 
bardes ;  who,  in  their  rithmes 
and  carolls,  magnifie  him  above 
all  that  ever  weare  in  thofe 
partes.  T  udur  Aled,  a  famous 
poete  in  thofe  dayes,  calls  him 


Tarian  a  thalwas  i  zvldd ,  the 
fhield  and  buckler  of  his  coun- 
trie  ;  Rys  Nanmor  entitles  him 
Bronddor  y  Brutanniaid ,  the 
fhield  of  Britaine.  Lewis  Mon 
will  have  him  to  be  Campiwr y 
Cyrnry ,  the  champion  of  Wales; 
Iorwerth  Fynglwyd,  flying  be¬ 
yond  his  circle,  ftiles  him  (for- 
foothj  Pen  y  Byd ,  caput  mundi, 
and  thus  he  begins  his  fong: 

Pwy  fy  benn  kwmpas  y  byd 

Piau  pwfer  pawb  hefyd. 

And  in  this  high  phrafe  he 
continues  to  the  end,  where,  it 
feemes,  he  will  goe  noe  leffe,  for 
thus  he  concludes  : 

Tapr  hyllfawr  topia’r  hollfyd 

Top  ag  oil  ti  piau  gyd. 

Another,  Gwylim  ap  Ievan 
Hen,  roughlie  termes  him  Golch- 
ffony  Trams ,  the  fcourgeofthe 
obftinate ;  and  David  Nanmor 
calls  him,  in  one  place,  Amddiff 
ynnzur  y  Gwirionedd ,  the  pro¬ 
tector  of  the  innocent,  and  in 
another,  Cal  on  y  Rhyjelwr ,  the 
hart  of  the  fouldier.  Chrifto- 
pher  Ocland,  an  Englifhman, 
will  have  him  named  *  Flos 
C a m hr o -Britan n urn;  and  Mr. 
Camden  doth  him  the  honour 
to  call  him  Delicice  Hennci 
Ocl am.  dims  may  you  fee,  by 
clapping  thes  elogiums  and  fa¬ 
vours  upon  him,  of  what  high 
eftimation  that  noble  gentleman 
was  in  thofe  dayes,  when  his 
vertues  hammered  and  hewed 
him  out  thefe  glorious  titles. 
Nowe  ihould  thefe  three  brave 
champions  have  mett  and  en- 


*  Vide  Aiiglerum  Praclia  Oclandi. 
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countered  in  a  fight,  imitating 
the  matachin  daunce *,  as  that 
daunce  heretofore  was  invented, 
in  imitation  of  fuch  a  fight,  each 
one  having  two  adverfaries ;  this 
of  neceffitie  muff  have  followed, 
England  had  binn  England  flill ; 
Scotland  Scotland,  and  Wales 
Wales.  But  peace,  and  the  God 
of  peace,  hath  produced  thofe 
effedfsbyconjoynning  thefe  three 
in  one,  which  (perhaps)  other- 
wife,  the  doubtful!  valour  of 
their  invincible  fwordes,  might 
have  perpetuallie  fevered  trino¬ 
uni  fit  gloria.  Nowe  to  fett  an 
edge  upon  our  appetites,  and  to 
give  lief  and  quickening  to  thofe 
good  notions  which  often arife  in 
noble  hartes,  the  fhorteff  and 
readied  way  (noe  doubt)  is  by 
example,  for  by  precept  is  a 
journey  fome  what  too  far  about, 
befides,  our  eares  are  nott  of 
that  creditt  with  us,  as  our  eyes, 
meyther  doe  the  wordes  of  menn 
foe  foone  take  us  as  their 
manners.  Then  lett  us  call  to 
mind  our  Bedford,  our  Salis- 
burie,  our  Talbot,  or  this  greate 
Rice,  true  patternes  of  wife- 
dome,  magnanimitie,  and  juffice, 
or  what  elfe  may  deferue  the 
name  of  praife.  Oh!  had  we 
in  our  late  expeditions  butt 
carried  the  bones  of  a  Bedford 
about  us,  as  the  Turkes  did 
George  Caflriot’s,  that  invin¬ 
cible  Turco-maftix  ;  or  cried 
out,  a  Talbott !  a  Talbott !  or 
,  had  we  head  this  greate  Rice, 
and  clapped  his  fkinn  upon  our 


drum -head,  as  Zifca,  that  greate 
commaunder,  would  have  had 
the  Bohemians  to  have  don  his  ; 
we  had  noe  queftion  eyther 
made  abfolute  conqueft  of  the 
French,  or  rattled  them  away, 
or  (at  left  wife)  fhowne  our- 
felves  invincible ;  butt  this  is 
a  fore  too  greene,  too  tender, 
for  the  tender  touch.  What 
man  is  he,  not  alltogether  de¬ 
generate,  who  will  refufe  to 
clime  the  eraggie  and  dangeroufe 
paffages  of  honour  after  his 
father,  were  it  per  tela  vibran- 
tia?  Thos  newlie  crept  into 
their  magijlratus  curules ,  hav- 
ingnoe  images  of  their  anceftors, 
may,  if  pleafe  them,  take  ac¬ 
quaintance,  and  tis  worth  their 
labour,  with  my  greate  Rice, 
greate  indeede ;  foe  greate,  as 
for  ought  I  read,  none  greater 
in  ail  our  Englifh  ftorie  ;  hand¬ 
ing  upon  his  owne  bails  and 
foundation ;  and  foe  good  like- 
wife  as  noe  force,  noe  neceffitie, 
could  ever  drawe  him  to  ill. 
His  mind  was  ever  free  and 
upright,  nott  unlike  the.  date  of 
the  world  above  the  moone, 
cleare,  faire,  and  peaceable. 
One  man  was  the  parte  he  plalid, 
and  that  parte  he  plaid  exadtlie. 
That  this  noble  gentleman,  thus 
qualified,  appeares  to  the  world 
in  thes  uglie  ragges,  lett  nott 
that  procure  him  a  flight  regard. 
I  doubt  not  but  there  are  others, 
when  he  is  knowen  to  come 
from  his  grave,  will,  eyther  for 
his  worth,  or  for  affinitie’s  fake5 


*  Dodtor  Johnfon  explains  Matachin,  by  An  Old  Dance,  and  gives  the  following 
quotation  from  Sir  Philip  Sidney.  “  Whoever  faw  a  Matachin  Dance  to  imitate 
fighting;  this  was  a  fight  that  did  imitate  the  Matachin,  for  they  being  but  three 
that  fought,  every  one  had  two  adverfaries  Itriking  hirp.  who  ftruck  the  third.” 
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affourd  him  better  apparel  1.  He 
was  a  man  neare  mett  with  ill 
fortune,  till  he  came  under  the 
blotts  and  dallies  of  my  penn ; 
and  yet  I  may  not  foe  under¬ 
value  myfelf,  to  thinke  that  a 
Hall,  a  Harding,  or  a  Hollin- 
Ihed,  could  have  donn  more  for 
him  then  I  have :  or  at  the  worft, 
I  may  boldly  compare  with  the 
balett-monger  of  Chevie-chafe, 
the  onlie  chronicler  I  find 
(worth  the  while)  to  regifter  the 
afles  of  thos  two  valoroufe 
peeres,  of  whom  I  have  hereto¬ 
fore  fpoken.  For  my  prefum¬ 
ing  to  write  his  lief,  thes  are  my 
reafons,  firft,  to  revive  an  aun- 
cient  cuftome  of  writing  the 
lives  of  worthie  men,  that  foe 
their  fame  might  not  perifh ; 
for  what  greater  difcouragement 
cann  be  to  high  erefted  fpiritts, 
covetoufe  of  glorie,  and  thurft- 
ing  after  renowne,  then  to  fee 
us  reckleffe  and  careleffe  in 
recording  the  prowefs  and  mag- 
nanimoufe  proceedings  of  our 
forefathers?  Take  away  praife 
and  praemium,  and  buffer  the 
memorie  of  our  brave  perfor¬ 
mances  to  dye  with  us,  et  quis 
virtutem  ampleditur  ipfam  ? 
The  report  and  commendation 
of  fome  remarkable  dcede  of 
anie  of  our  aunceftors  (doubt- 
lefs)  hath  in  it  aliquid  viva, 
voluptatis ,  and  doth  much  de¬ 
light  our  cares,  and  enfiame  our 
bloodes  with  noble  defires ;  foe 
that,  by  fome  fuch  way  as  this, our 
dull  and  drowzie  courages  mull 
be  awakened,  otherwife  (’tis  to  be 
feared)  our  honour  and  reputa¬ 
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tion,  with  which  we  are  allmoft 
come  to  an  after  game,  will 
loofe  ground,  and  growe  each 
day  more  feeble  and  faint  then 
other.  My  fecond  reafon  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  a  defire  I  have  to 
dalh  in  peeces  fome  falfe  forged 
traditions  concerning’  this  Rice, 

•  c.)  7 

which  day  lie  (foe  apt,  for  old 
affeflion,  we  are  to  beleeve 
wonders  of  that  man)  increafeth 
among  the  creduloufe  multitude, 
and  may  hereafter,  if  not  pre¬ 
vented,  bring  his  name,  as  of 
others,  into  fufpe£I :  fome  clap- 
pmg  upon  him,  as  upon  divers 
of  our  heroes  in  former  times, 
incredible  exploits  ;  others  pof- 
feiled  with  a  delirium  will  not 
beleeve  (forfooth)  he  is  yett 
dead  (the  like  conceipt,  as  I 
heard  from  a  great  perfon  of 
this  land,  fome  of  the  Englifh 
heretofore  had  of  Henrie"  the 
Seventh),  butt  tranflated  hence 
(Romulus  like)  per  apotheojin , 
or  placed,  perhaps,  in  fome  re- 
politorie  for  awhile,  whence 
after  fome  yeares  (anno  magno 
Platoms,  I  beleeve),  like  brave 
King  Arthur,  or  Sir  Guy  He- 
Ihall,  returne  againe  tanqua?n 
Pater  Patriae. 

Sic  Britonum  ridenda  tides  et  credulus 
error 

Rlcaum  expe&at,  expedlabitcpie  pe- 
renne. 

And  this  follie  you  muff: 
knowe  was  grounded  on  this 
foundation :  for,  fay  they  (his 
bodie  being  removed  from  the 
White  Friars  in  Carmarthen,  to 
St.  Peter’s  church  *),  his  coffin, 
at  the  taking  up,  which  was  of 

lead, 


*  His  monument  is  now  to  be  feen  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Peter’s  church,  Carmar¬ 
then,  with  the  effigies  of  him  and  his  lady  recumbent ;  but  the  figures,  as  well  as  the 

whole 
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lead,  and  ftronglie  hooped  with 
iron,  was  found  open  ;  wherein 
there  v/as  neyther  bones  nor 
afhes,  a  ftrange  tale  to  tell !  Sed 
cr.edat  Judaeus  apello-  non  ego. 
Laftlie,  in  difcharg  of  the  re¬ 
verence  1  owe  to  his  memorie 
(for  I  may  nott  denie  but  that  I 
have  an  mtereil  111  his  blood),  I 
could  not  chufe  but  lett  my 
penn  play  the  parte  of  a  fpade, 
to  digge  him  (fooliflilie,  as  you 
fee)  out  of  the  pitt  of  oblivion  ; 

*  et  quart  ego  (to  lay  as  Velleius 
Paterculus  faid,  i  peaking  in 
commendation  of  his  greate 
greate  grandfather,  Miilatius 
Magius),  verecundia ,  domejlici 
fanguinis  glonce  quidquam ,  dum 
verum  nefero ,  detraham  ?  Manie 
have  written  the  lives  of  their 
fathers,  .their  frienries,  yea  their 
owne,  without  anie  the  left  im¬ 
putation  of  arrogancie  or  vaine 
glorie.  Whie  then  fhould  I,  as 
upright  in  my  dealing  as  they, 
however  fhort  in  abilitie,  expert 
for  a  worfe  fate,  foe  I  keep  my- 
felf  fafe  from  thos  accuftomed 
faults  of  hiftoriographers,  love, 
hate,  feare,  flattrie,  and  defire  of 
fame,  prefuming  to  thruft  noe 
more  upon  the  world,  then  what 
record,  hiftorie,  or  tradition, 
fup ported  with  ftrong  and  proba¬ 
ble  circumftances,  fhall  avowe. 

Truth  then  is  the  thing  I  doe 
ernefthe  ainie  at,  which  cannott 
be  attayned  but  by  conference 
with  old  recordes,  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  Wales,  efpecialhe  they 


of  the  North,  who  are  beft  pre- 
fervers  of  antiquitie,  will  pe- 
rufe  their  moth  eaten  writings, 
and  communicate  their  know¬ 
ledge  with  mine,  they  fir  all  doe 
great  honour  to  Rice  ap 
Thomas,  his  afhes,  and,  perhaps, 
thereby  revive  the  memorie  of 
their  owne  noble  aunceftors, 
who  ran  the  fortune  of  the 
warres  with  him,  qui  jam  iU 
lacrimabiles  nrgentur  ignotique 
long  a  node ,  quia  carent  vote 
Jacro.  In  the  meane  while  lett 
thefe  poor  laboures  reft  upon  the 
file,  quibus  ex  ingenio  quifque 
fuo ,  demat  vel  addat  jidern. 

(i»)  A  fummarie  Colie Rion  of 
thofe  grievoufe  Calamitiesi 
where  with  this  Land  was 
opprejjed  during  the  Divifion 
of  the  Two  royall  Houfes. 
(2.)  Of  Griffith  ap  Nicholas , 
Grandfather  to  Sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas ,  and  what  Part  he 
added  in  thofe  Times ,  his 
Lineage  and  Death. 

1.  In  the  ruffling  days  of 
Henrie  the  Sixt  and  Edward 
the  Fourth,  when  we  weare  at 
our  Cujus  ejl  terre  ?  Abner’s 
queftion:  and  noe  FEdipus  then 
living  to  refolve  the  fame.  When 
the  faire  face  of  this  ho u riffling 
kingdome  was  fo  unnatural  lie 
fcratched  and  disfigured  by  the 
uncivill  handes  of  its  owne  in¬ 
habitant  es.  When  our  crowne 
lay  betweene  the  anvill  and  the 


whole  fabric,  was  compofed  of  fuch  a  perifhable  ftone,  that  no  impreffion  remains. 
And  it  can  hardJy  be  difcovered  to  belong  to  this  great  man,  but  by  the  garter  round 
the  arms,  where  the  family-bearing  may  be  faintly  made  out. 

*  Veil  Paterc.  Lib.  11. 28. 
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hammer,  in  extremo  difcrimine , 
neyther  Yorke’s  nor  Lankelter’s 
fortune  ftill  like  herfelf,  play¬ 
ing  at  faff  and  loofe  with  them 
both,  fometimes  rayfing  fome- 
times  depreffing  the  beams  of 
loveraigntie  with  a  falfe  fin¬ 
ger.  When  our  king  was  a 
true  lawefull  king  to  day,  and  a 
traitour  to-morrowe,  and  foe  ad¬ 
judged  to  be  by  aft  of  parliament; 
woeful  times;  when  a  parliament, 
the  mouth  of  juftice,  wrefted 
from  ius  owne  true  byas,  durft 
fpeake  in  noe  other  language 
ft  rue  or  falfe)  but  fuch  as  the 
fword  did  diftate.  When  our 
princes  of  the  blood,  and  our  no¬ 
bles,  had  noe  way  of  appealing 
the  furie  of  Bellona,  but  with  a 
facrifice  of  their  owne  blood. 
When  our  commons,  and  the 
whole  bodie  of  this  realme,  ey- 
ther  fearing  the  event,  or  per¬ 
plexed  with  the  tedious  debate- 
ment  of  the  title,  or  tir’d  with 
the  heavie  preffures  of  their 
lingring  calamities,  weare  even 
readie  to  Iplitt  upon  a.  defperate 
rock,  and  to  conclude  (if  we 
guefs  not  amifs)  among  them- 
felves  ;  juxta  vocem  illam  mere- 
tnciam ,  nec  Eboraco  foli ,  nec 
Lancafnoe  foli ,  fed  dividutur. 
Oh  !  the  dayes ! 

2.  In  thofe  dayes,  I  fay,  tu- 
multuarie,  tempeftuoufe  dayes, 
about  the  two  and  thirtieth  of 
Henrie  the  Sixt.  When  the 


SS 

flame  burff  out  violentlie  be- 
bet ween  the  two  rt>yal  houfes, 
and  that  the  furges  of  civill  dif- 
fention  went  high  within  our 
land;  there  was  of  Wales,  a- 
mong  the  manie  that  filhed  in 
thos  troublous  feas,  one  Grif¬ 
fith  ap  Nicholas,  a  man  for 
power,  riches,  and  parentage, 
beyonde  all  the  greate  men  in  thos 
partes.  This  Griffith  by  *  mar¬ 
riage,  was  linked  to  three  greate 
houfes,  havingaplentifull  iifueby 
all  three;  valiant  and  couragioufe 
fonnes,  to  fecond  him  in  all 
dangers  ;  daughters  bellowed  up¬ 
on  the  men  of  greatell  reckning 
and  account  in  all  South  Wales, 
and  hist  eldefl  fonne  being 
matched  to  the  chief  houfe  in 
North  Wales,  drew  in  likewife 
to  himfelf  a  mightie  alliance 
thence,  foe  that  for  power  and 
commaund,  together  with  the 
faftnefs  of  his  kindred  and 
friendes,  in  thos  countries  he 
had  fewe  equalls,  noe  fnperi- 
ours.  He  was  a  man  alfoe  full 
of  welth,  and  had  an  effate  at 
left  of  feven  hundred  pownd  a 
year,  old  rent  of  affize,  feaven 
ftrong  caftles,  and  feaven  houfes, 
for  thus  faidthe  Bard, 

+  Saith  Gaftell,  fy  ith  gofliaw 

A  faith  lys  fy  ieth  law. 

Ther’s  his  riches !  For  his 
defcent,  he  was  in  the  fourth 
degree  to  Sir  Glider,  furnamed 
the  black  knight  of  the  fepul- 


*  Hisfirfl  wife  was  Mably,  daughter  of  Meredith  ap  Henry  Donne,  of  Kidwely 
his  fecond  was  a  daughter  of  Sir  John  Perrott,  of  Pembrokefhire,  and  his  third  Jane* 
daughter  and  co-heirefs  of  Jenkin  ap  Rees  ap  David,  of  Gilvach  Wen. 

f  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Sir  John  Griffith,  of  Abermarlai? 
in  Caermarthenffiire ;  which  Sir  John  Griffith  was  a  defendant  of  Ednyfed  Fy- 
chan. 


chre, 


J  Gwilim  ap  Ievan  hen  ai  kant. 
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chre,  and  foe  upward  in  a  di- 
re£i  feries  and  long  concatena¬ 
tion  of  worthie  progenitors  up 
to  Sir  Urian  Rlieged,  king  of 
Gower  in  Wales,  prince  of 
MurrifF  m  Scotland,  lord  ol 
Kidwelly,  and  knight  of  the 
round  table  to  king  Arthur. 
From  this,  Urian  Griffith  ap 
Nicholas,  and  his  fuccelfors, 
(nowe  the  Rices)  have  the  de¬ 
nomination  ol  Fitz  Urian,  which 
name  hath  proved  fatall  to  that 
houfe ;  for  in  Henrie  the  Eighth’s 
time,  young  Rice,  grandchild  to 
Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas,  within  five 
or  fix  yeares  after  his  grandfa¬ 
ther’s  death  (O  quam  fra- 
gilis  favor  potentum!),  among 
other  charges  of  as  final  1  confe- 
quence,  loft  his  head,  twelve  or 
fourteen  hundred  pound  ayeare, 
old  rent  of  affize,  and  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  in  jewells  and 
plate,  for  affuming  to  himfelf 
this  verie  name  of  Fitz  Urian. 
The  wordes  of  the  record  are 
thefe  *, — “  Quod  prafqtus  Ri¬ 
cans  ap  Griffith  novum  nomen . 
Videat  Rice  ap  Griffith  Fitz 
Urian  in  fe  praeditone  ajjumpjit 
hac  intentione  videat ,  quod  inj'e 
Jlatum  et  honortm  didlce  prin- 
cipahtatis  Wallice , — dignius  et 
Juh  pretenfo  tituh  colore  pree¬ 
dit  orie  obtinere  poterat  et  ha¬ 
bere — How  this  name,  more 
then  Fitz  Herbert,  Fitz  Ham- 
mon,  or  the  like,  could  give 
him  anie  colourable  title  to  the 
principalitie  of  Wales,  or  ferve 
anie  way  as  an  enforcement 
againft  him  for  his  lief,  lett  the 
world  judg.  But  this  happened 


in  the  time  of  Henrie  the  Eight# 
true ul entiffimo  illo  nobilium pro- 
crujle ,  qui  fultus  fufpitionibus 
ineptis ,  hominum  capitibus  in - 
fnltabat ,  deque  bonorum  civnim 
amputatis  cervicibus  quaji  de 
fegetibus  hofiium  iapidatis  inter 
inviduz  fucc  et  crudelitatis  Je- 
qejlna  Icetabatur. 

But  to  goe  on,  there  is  a  re¬ 
markable  note  upon  this  familie, 
that  from  their  firft  founder  (to 
goe  no  farther  than  Urian  Rhe- 

yed,  which  fome  herauldes, 

^  *)  * 

vaunting  their  fkill  and  know¬ 
ledge,  will  fcarce  allow  for  the 
middway)  they  have  ever  match¬ 
ed  with  nobles,  noble  defeen- 
dantes,  or  with  the  children  of 
princes  ;  which  gave  Mr.  Cam¬ 
den,  by  way  of  difeourfe,  once 
occafion  to  fay,  that  they  were 
the  heft  borne  gentlemen  in 
Wales,  and  furtheft  fpread  in 
their  branches  of  anie  familie  in 
England  ; .  and  that  he  confirm¬ 
ed,  allowing  them  theire  alliance 
with  the  houfes  of  Northfolk, 
Worcefter,  Pembroke,  Bullin- 
brooke,  and  Barkley,  with  which 
five  greate  houfes  they  have, 
within  this  laft  centurieoi  yeares, 
binn  mutuallie  linked  and  inter- 
matched.  Nowe  for  Griffith  ap 
Nicholas  (to  returne  againe 
where  I  left):  I  find  that  in  his 
conception,  and  before  he  was 
borne,  he  was  unwittinglie  ac- 
ceffarie  both  to  his  father’s  and 
his  mother’s  death.  His  father 
(Nicholas  ap  Philipp)  being 
long  married,  and  without  iffue, 
to  a  vertuoufe  gentlewoman  +, 
Jo r tit u dine  et  fan ai mom d  1  njigm , 


*  Mich.  23.  Hen.  8.  Rot.  6.  inter  placita  regis. 


f  Jenet,  daughter  of  Griffith  Llewhelin  Voythus. 
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it  happened  he  was  embroyled 
in  fome  quarrell,  wherin  he  re- 
ceaved  a  dangerous  wound,  of 
which  defpairing  (though  his 
furgeons  fawe  noc  fuch  caufe), 
he  adventured  to  lve  with  his 
wiefe  (foe  much  did  his  thoughts 
worke  upon  the  upholding  of 
his  name,  that  he  forgott  his 
owne  fatetie),  and  of  her  then 
begatt  this  fonne,  which- aft  of 
his  fuddenlie  haftened  him  to 
his  end.  His  noble  mother,  the 
lineall  defcendant  of  Elyftan 
Glodrydh,  earle  ol  Perl  ex, 
and  prince  oi  all  thos  goodlie 
countries  between  Wy  and 
Severn,  drawing  neere  her 
deliverie,  dreamt  (as  it  hie  had  a 
Paris,  or  a  Pericles  there)  that 
in  her  wombe  grewe  a  bay  tree, 
the  roote  whereof  toare  up  her 
bowells,  and  the  branches  reach¬ 
ed  from  Tawe  •  to  Tivy,  two 
rivers,  the  one  on.  the  confines 
of  Glamorgan,  the  other  in 
(Cardigan fhire  ;  which  gave  her 
occafion  propheticallie  to  fay, 
that  fure  fhe  was  to  dye  of  that 
birth,  yet  her  hope  was,  and 
therein  lav  her  comfort,  that 
out  of  her  lovnes  one  fhould 

#  j 

come,  which  in  thofe  partes 
fhould  carrie  a  priricipall  fway; 
neyther  erred  fhe  in  her  divina¬ 
tion  ;  for  falling  into  a  painfull 
and  defperate  labour,  and  being 
told  that  eyther  fhe  or  her  child 
muff  perifh  ;  well  then,  Paid  fhe, 
with  a  mafculine  courage,  if  it 
muff  be  foe,  lett  me  perifh,  but 
if  it  be  polhble,  fave  this  poore 
child  of  mine  for  your  future 
comfort,  ffrength,  and  coun¬ 
tenance  :  where  upon  her 
bellie,  by  the  advife  of  furgeons, 
was  cutt  open,  and  foe  the 


child  was  prefervedj  whoe  in- 
deede,  as  hie  had  foretold* 
grewe  in  time  to  be  a  man  of 
greate  power  and  authoritie  in 
his  countrie,  and  foe  continued 
his  pofleritie  for  four  or  five 
defcents  after  him.  This  child 
(nowe  Griffith  ap  Nicholas) 
growing  in  yeares,  proved  to  be 
a  man  of  a  hott,  firie,  and  cho- 
lerrick  fpiritt ;  one  whos  coun¬ 
fells  weare  ail  in  turbid o ,  and 
therefore  naturallie  fitlie  com- 
pofed  and  framed  for  the  times  : 
verie  wife  he  was,  and  mfinitlie 
fubtile  and  craftie,  ambitioufe 

beyond  meafure,  of  a  bufie 

✓ 

Pining  braine,  which  made 
rnanie  to  conjefture  (as  Themif- 
tocles  his  fclioolmafter  did  of 
him)  that  fure  fome  greate  mat¬ 
ter  hanged  over  his  head ; 
for  it  could  nott  be,  but  one 
day  he  fhould  doe  fome  notable 
good  thing,  or  extreame  bad  : 
he  was  indeede,  in  his  carriage, 
and  the  whole  courfe  of  his  lief, 
n  o  t  h  i  n  g  b  u  1 1 T  h  e  m  i  ft  o  c  I  e  s ,  w  1 1  i  c  h 
drewe  upon  him  mightie  adver- 
faries  abroad.  Three  greate 
Dukes  at  once  attempted  to  crufti 
and  tredd  him  under  foote ;  Ri¬ 
chard,  Duke  of  Yorke,  Henrie, 
duke  of  Warwike,  or  rather  Jaf- 
per,  Earle  of  Pembrock,to  whom 
he  had  juft  caufe  of  quarrell,  and 
PI  u mp hr y ,  D  u  k e  of B  u c  ki ngl i ai 1 1 , 
with  two  other  greate  Judges  of 
the  Realme.  Will  you  know 
howe  he  valued,  and  what,  ac¬ 
count  he  made  of  the  threats  and 
menaces  of  the's  iowde  roaring 
cannons?  His  Bard  will  tell  you; 

*  Tri  Dug  a  geiffiodd  trwy  dwn<£ 

A  dau  Jyltys  dy  oftwng  ; 

Nes  iddyn  noeth  i  1’wyddaw 
Dramwy  ar  dracd  drimor  draw. 


*  Gyvilim  ap  levan  hen  ai  kanu 
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By  this  it  appeared  there  was  noe 
moveing  nor  ftirring  of  him. 
The  more  he  was  fhaken,  the 
more  confirm’d,  not  unlike  a 
tree,  fubjecf  to  wind  and  weather; 
quae  ipfd  vexatione  conflringi- 
iur,& radices  certiusfgit:  * * * §The 
Duke  of  York  quarrel  I’d  with 
Griffith  apNicholas,for  detayning 
from  him  one  half  of  two  plough 
lands,  and  a  half  of  land,  with  the 
appurtenances,  inf  LyeJ'prans  and 
Newhouje ,  lying  arid  being  in  the 
inarches  of  Wales,  in  the  countie 
of  Hereford,  for  which  the  faid 
Duke  brought  a  praecipe  quod - 
reddat  againfl  him,  to  which  he 
refus’d  to  appeare,  being  often 
call’d  upon  and  warn’d  by  the 
Sheriffes  fummonitors  thereunto. 
Griffith  ap  Nicholas  was  Cap- 
taine  of  the  fl rouge  ±  Caftle  of 
Kilgarran  in  Cardiganjhire ,  and 
held  the  fame  by  letters  patent 
from  the  King,  which  Captaine- 
fhipp  Jafper,  Earle  of  Pembrock, 
taking  a  liking  to,  wrought  foe 
by  his  power  at  court,  that  the 
faid  letters  patents  were  call’d 
for  in,  cancell’d  and  damn’d,  and 
a  newe  graunt  thereof  made  to 
the  faid  Earle  ;  and  this  was  the 
caufe  of  a  perpetual  hart-burning 
in  them  each  to  the  other.  The 
quarrel!  betweene  the  Duke  of 
Bucking;ham  and  him,  was  the 
quarrel!  of  old  betweene  greate 
ones  neighbourhood,  and  jelou- 
fie  of  each  others  power  and 
commaunderie  :  and  that  ceafed 
nott  betweene  their  pofleritie, 
till  Richard  the  Thirde’s  time, 
when  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
and  Sir  Race  ap  Thomas,  were 


wrought  to  lay  a  fide  private 
fpleene  for  the  publique  good. 
As  for  the  two  greate  Judges,  his 
potent  adverfaries,  I  make  noe 
queffion,  butt  they  ffomach’d 
him,  for  nott  fubmitting  himfelf 
to  the  laws  which  he  had  foe  of¬ 
ten  infring’d  and  broken,  bob¬ 
bing  them  from  time  to  time, 
with  a  non  eji  inventus ;  butt 
what  could  they  otherwife  ex- 
peft  in  thofe  tymes,  when  lav/es 
lay  afleepe,  and  all  things  weare 
adjudged  by  the  fword,  the  care 
of  the  commonwelth  being  lay :d 
abide,  and  jnffice  and  equitie 
clearlie  exiled  ?  This  Griffith  ap 
Nicholas  kne'we right  well,  being 
contented  to  lett  both  factions 
ffiiiffle  among;  themfelves  for  a 

.  o 

while,  and  to  Hand  himfelf  as 
neuter,  or  if  at  anie  time  he  ap¬ 
pear’d,  t’was  doubtful,  and  to  be 
taken  with  eyther  hand  ;  fome- 
times  favouring  the  on  partie, 
fometimes  the  other,  prout  inva- 
luijjent.  His  chiefe  fpleene  was 
towardes  the.  Englifh,  in  gene¬ 
ral!,  to  whom  he  ever  boare  an 
implacable  hate,  and  they  noe 
lefse  to  him,  which  howe  lightlie 
he  valued,  may  appeare  by  thefc 
verfes  enfuing — 

§  Ni  cl-iryn  hwn  ni  chryna  y  had 
Ni  thorir  wneythuriad, 

Ni  friyg  i'r  fais  briwdrais  bren, 

Ni  ddiwraidd  mwy  na’r  dderwen. 

Nowe,  this  violent  bent  of 
Griffith  ap  Nicholas’s  inclination 
being  difcovered,  there  wanted 
not  inftrumentes  among  the 
Welch,  to  {purr  him  on  in  the 
way  of  revenge,  perfwading  him 
the  times  were  nowe  fitt  and 


*  And:  33.  Hen:. 6.  fol:  53.  Rot:  673.  in  communi  Banco, 

f  Quere — it  not  Llyfyfran  and  Newhoufe  in  Pembrokefbire, 

|  Kilgarran  Caftle  is  in  Pembrokefhire  overhanging  the  Tivy. 

§  Howel  David  ap  J  evan  ap  Rys  ai  Kant. 


feafonable 
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feafonable  for  fuch  a  purpofe. 
Whereupon  divers  of  them 
building  upon  his  countenance 
and  protection,  made  fomewhat 
^  bold  with  thofe  ot  the  marches 
fa  ufuall  thing  betweene  the 
Scotts  and  Englifh  in  the  borders 
upon  the  like  dilturbances),  rob¬ 
bing  and  dealing  {romthem  their 
cattle,  and  what  elfe  they  could 
lay  liandes  on,  to  the  gre-ate  de¬ 
triment,  loiTe,  and  endamage¬ 
ment  ol  thofe  neighbouring* 
counties,  which  Griffith  ap  Ni¬ 
cholas,  Iroin  time  to  time,  palled 
over  and  tooke  noe  notice  off. 
Mame  complaintes  weare  made, 
but  noe  redreffe.  At  length  com- 
miffioners  (the  chiefell  whereof, 
as  I  am  told,  was  the  Lord 
Whittney)  were  fent  into  Wales 
to  examine  thes  abufes.  Coming 
to  Lanandiffry,  a  to wne  twentie 
mile  diftant  from  Carmarthen, 
Griffith  ap  Nicholas,  (for  foe 
goes  the  tale,  which  I  the  rather 
fett  downe,  becaufe  I  have  heard 
the  fame  fweetned  in  the  rela¬ 
tion  by  that  greate  light  and  or¬ 
nament  of  our  church,  Andrews, 
Bilhop  of  Winchefter,  at  his 
owne  table  ;  a  man  much  given 
to  the  ftudie  of  the  Britiih  ton¬ 
gue  in  his  later  dayes,  and  foe 
(perchance)  by  way  of  difcourfe 
with  forne  ol  that  Conn  trie, 
might  catch  up  this  tradition) 
Griffith  ap  Nicholas,  I  fay,  having 
notice  thereof,  mett  them  a  mile 
or  two  beyond,  upon  the  top  of 
a  hill,  having;  loure  or  five  in 
his  compame  raggedlie  attired, 
and  poorelier  hors’d,  leaving  the 
red;  ol  his  trayne  at  didance  to 
followe  him,  and  to  be  ever  rea- 
die  at  his  beck  and  call  upon  oc- 
cafion.  In  the  meane  while  he 


falutes  the  Commiffioners,  makes 
himfelf  knowne  unto  them,  and 
withall  defires  to  attend  them  for 
their  better  guidance  and  con¬ 
duction  to  the  end  of  their  jour¬ 
ney.  The  Lord  Whittney  hear¬ 
ing  his  name,  and  glad  (as  he 
thought)  to  have  him  in  his  toyle, 
whom  he  thought  would  play 
left  in  fight,  yet  obferving  the 
poornefs  ol  his  condition,  and 
howe  beggarlie  he  was  attended, 
.it  would  not  finke  into  the  Lord 
Vv  hittney’s  head,  that  this  was 
that  greate  Nicholas,  foe  much 
fam’d  at  court  for  the  extraor- 
d  marie  power  and  authorise  he 
had  in  his  owne  countrie,  but, 
rather  fome  excurfor  or  boote 
bailer,  in  thofe  unquiett  times, 
flying  abroad  for  pray  ;  or  at  the 
heft  but  fomefcout.es,  orefpialls, 
fent  out  to  difeover  his  approach, 
and  foe  to  give  notice  to  rnale- 
faffors  to  ftand  aloofe.  Well, 
on  they  goe  till  they  came  to 
Abermarlais  Caftle,  and  there  all 
thofe  doubtes  and  feares  were 
difpelled,  and  the  trewe  Griffith 
ap  Nicholas  difeovered;  for  Tho¬ 
mas  ap  Griffith  the  younger,  a 
flout  and  hardie gentleman,  meet¬ 
ing  his  Father  in  that  place,  with 
a  hundred  tall  men  bravelie 
mounted,  defeended  there  from 
his  liorfe,  and  killed  his  father’s 
ftirrop,and  defir’d  to  receive  his 
commaundes,  which  the  Lord 
Whittney  perceaving,  newe 
douftes  and  jealoufies  began  to 
tumble  in  his  braines ;  for, 
thought  he,  if  Griffith  ap  Nicho¬ 
las  appeares  thus  in  a  hoftile  man¬ 
ner  unto  us,  with  multitudes 
of  men  prepar’d  and  fitted  as  for 
the  field,  itt  is  not  hkelie  he  will 
obey  our  commiffion,  or  ftand  at 

all 
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all  to  the  trial!  of  juftice,  unleffe 
he  be  innocent.  They  had  nott 
gon  above  live  miles  further  in 
their  way,  to  a  houfe  of  his  call’d 
Newton,  but  Owen  ap  Griffith 
the  fecond  fonne  faluted  them 
in  a  farr  braver  equipage,  having 
two  hundred  horfe  attending, 
well  maim’d,  well  arm’d.  This 
O  wen  had  much  of  his  father’s 
craft  and  fubtiltie  in  him ;  he 
was  boldbelides,  and  affive  ;  he 
could,  like  the  Cameleon,  or  Pro¬ 
teus-like,  take  all  fhapes,  turne 
himfelf  into  all  colours ;  an  ex¬ 
cellent  artizan  in  difcovering 
men’s  fecretts,  and  observing 
their  difpofitions  ;  the  commil- 
fioners  had  not  refted  themfelves 
above  an  hour  or  two,  but  he 
had  div’d  fo  farr  into  their  coun¬ 
fells  as  gave  him  affurance  his 
father  was  the  cheefe  man  fhott 
at  in  that  commiffion,  a  thing 
they  were  ignorant  off  before. 
Whereupon  confultation  was  ta¬ 
ken  for  to  fteale  away  his  com¬ 
miffion,  which  this  Owen  un- 
dertooke,  and  performed  accord¬ 
ingly*  To  Carmarthen  at  laft 
they  came,  where  111  their  way  at 
*Abergwilly,  a  final  1  village, fome 
mile  this  fide  thetowne.  Thomas 
ap  Griffith  the  elder,  a  man  of 
afweete,  mild,  and  gentle  difpo- 
fition,  prefentes  his  fervices  firff 
to  his  father,  and  then  to  the  com- 
miffioners:  he  had  five  hundred 
tall  men  following  him,  and  they 
well  difciplin'd,  whom  before  in 
good  order  on  foote  he  leades, 
even  till  they  came  to  the  cora- 
miffioner’s  lodging,  and  there 


Griffith  ap  Nicholas  left  them  for 
that  night,  commaunding  his 
three  fonnes  to  attend  them  at 
fupper,  and  to  fee  them  fairlie 
entreated.  And  nowe  the  Lord 
Whittney,and  the  reft,  could  have 
wiffied  themfelves  fafe  at  home, 
and  their  commiffion  at  an  end, 
which  they  had  little  hope  to  ex¬ 
ecute  among  foe  manie  violentlie 

n 

bent  (as  they  thought)  for  his  de¬ 
fence  and  fafeguard ;  yet  fearing 
left  he  fliouldgive  them  theflipp, 
they  fend  for  the  maior  and  She- 
riffes,  to  whom  they  fhewe  their 
commiffion,  requiring  them,  by 
vertue  thereof,  to  be  their  affift- 
ant  in  the  attaching  of  Griffith 
ap  Nicholas,  which  they  pro- 
mifed  to  obey,  appointing  the 
next  morning  for  the  fitteft  fea- 
fon.  Nowe  you  muft  knowe 
after  the  Lord  Whittney  had 
read  his  commiffion  to  the  maior, 
he  clap’d  the  fame  up  in  the 
fleeve  of  his  cloake,  which  one 
of  the  ffieriffes  difcover’d  to 
Owen  ap  Griffith;  Owen  by  this 
tune  had  his  defires,  to  be  brief, 
to  fupper  they  goe,  where  the 
commifiioners  were  foe  well  li¬ 
quor’d,  that  for  that  night  they 
forgott  quite  the  errand  they 
came  for,  by  which  meanes 
Owen  ap  Griffith  had  a  fitt 
opportunitie  cleanlie  to  ridd 
them  of  their  commiffion,  of 
which  he  gave  his  father  prefent 
notice.  The  next  morning  the 
commifiioners,  the  maior  and 
fheriffes  goe  to  the  Shire  Hall, 
wheather  they  fent  for  Griffith 
ap  Nicholas,  whom  at  his  com- 


*  Abergwilly  is  about  the  diftar.ce  of  a  mile  from  Carmarthen,  where  the  Bilhop 
of  St  Davids  has  his  palace,  the  only  habitable  epifcopal  refidence  now  belonging  to 
that  See,  which  once  could  boaft  of  feven,  fome  of  which  were  truly  magnificent,  fuch 
as  that  at  St.  Davids,  Llewhadeu  Caftle,  and  Lamphey,  all  three  in  Pembrokefhiie. 
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in g  they  arrefted  in  the  king’s 
name,  framing  certain  accufati- 
ons  againft  him,  to  which  bee  was 
prcfentlie  toanfweare.  Griffith 
ap  Nicholas,  after  he  had  made 
his  obeyfance,  humbly  defir’d  his 
lordffiip  to  procede  againft  him 
in  a  faire  and  a  legal  1  way,  and 
that  his  commiffion  mought  be 
publicklie  read,  other  wife  lie 
held  himfelf  nott  bound  to.  hand 
to  the  arreft,  or  to  make  anie  an- 
fwere  to  the  charge.  Reafon 
good,  faid  the  Lord  Whittney, 
and  you  ffiall  both  fee  it  and  heare 
it  read,  and  foe  putting  his  hand 
in  the  heave  ol  his  cloak  tor  the 
commiffion,  he  found  that  there 
t’was  nott  to  be  found,  neyther 
did  anie  of  his  fellowes  or  fol¬ 
lowers  knowe  what  was  become 
of  it,  or  whom  they  might  charge. 
At  length  they  hadnoe  excufeto 
make  but  to  clap  the  mifcarriage 
upon  the  ncgleft  of  fervantes. 
Whereat  Griffith  ap  Nicholas 
flartes  up  in  a  tune,  clapping 
his  hatt  upon  his  head,  and  look¬ 
ing  about  upon  his  fonnes  and 
friendes  :  wnat  fays  he,  have  we 
cozeners  and  cheaters  come  hi¬ 
ther  to  abufe  the  lunge’s  majef- 
ty’s  power,  and  to  difquiet  his 
true  harted  fubje£ts?  then  turn¬ 
ing  about  to  the  commiffioners, 
he ,  rappes  out  a  greate  oath,  and 
fa  yes,  ere  the  next  day  were  at 
an  end,  he  would  hang  them  up 
all  for  traytours  and  impoftors, 
and  foe  commaundes  handes  to 
be  layd  on  them  and  to  carrie 
them  to  prifon.  The  commif¬ 
fioners  fearing  he  would-be  as 
good  as  his  word,  fell  to  entreate 
for  pardon,  and  to  defire  they 
might  eyther  returne  or  fend  to 
court  for  a  true  certificate  of 


this  their  employment:  but  no¬ 
thing  would  ferve  the  turne,  un- 
leffs  the  Lord  Whittney  would 
be  bound  by  oath,  to  putt  on 
Griffith  ap  Nicholas’s  blew  coate, 
and  weare  his  cognizance,  and 
foe  goe  up  to  the  king,  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  owne  offences,  and 
to  juffifiethe  fayd  Griffith’s  pro¬ 
ceedings';  which  (to  preferve 
himfelf  from  danger)  he  wil- 
linglie  undertooke,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  performed.  What  was 
the  iffue  of  this  greate  affront,  or 
howe  digefted  by  the  ffate,  I 
could  never  learne,  onlie  ’tis  to 
be  imagined  that  it  was  huffi’d 
up  and  (mothered,  as  fearing,  in 
thos  wavering  and  tottring  times, 
to  procede  in  a  rough  and  harffi 
way  with  on  foe  potent  among 
the  Welch,  as  this  man  was.  As 
the  quarrell  increafed  dailie  be- 
tweene  the  two  royal  1  houfes,  foe 
did  we  in  each  parte  of  this  king- 
dome  mcreafe  in  diforders,  and 
in  Wales  they  were  bufie  ffill 
with  their  neighbours  in  the 
marches.  On  a  time  Roger 
Corbet,  Walter  Honton,  Ralph 
Lee,  and  others  of  prime  marke 
and  note  in  the  countie  of  Salop, 
made  greate  complaint  againft 
one  Philipp  ap  Howell,  of  Kno- 
kelas,  within  the  lordffiip  of 
Molenith,  in  the  marches  of 
Wales,  for  divers  damages  and 
Ioffes  that  countrie  fuftayned  bv 
the  fayd  Philipp,  and  noe  juftice 
could  be  had  againft  him,  for 
that  Griffith  ap  Nicholas  did 
receave,  maintaine,  and  comfort, 
and  cheriffi  him  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  greate  derogation 
and  Ioffe  of  the  king’s  liege 
people  dwelling  within  the  fayd 
countie,  whereupon  they  were 

both 
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both  found  guiltie  of  felonie,  as 
appears  by  an  indiftment  * 
taken  at  Salop  before  William 
Borley,  Thomas  Corbet,  and 
others,  juilices  afligned  by  the 
king  for  the  keeping  of  the 
peace  in  the  faid  countie. 
Griffith  ap  Nicholas,  like  an¬ 
other  Sertorius,  inopinatis  cafi- 
bas Jem, per  audax  et  intrcpidus , 
was  nothing  at  all  amated  with 
the  report  of  thefe  rigoroufe 
proceedings,  butt,  handing  upon 
his  guard, falls  to  newe  counfells, 
and  refolves  to  hand  noe  longer 

no 

neuter,  but  direfllie  and  re- 
folutelie  to  thrall  himfelf  into 
the  Yorkiffi  caufe,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  better  liked  of  his 
friendes  and  followers,  making 
his  fortune  common  with  their’s, 
both  in  the  danger  and  honour 
of  the  attempt.  And  no  we 
thralling  himfelf  into  dangers, 
he, in  the  fir  ft  place, makes  meanes 
to  be  reconciled  to  Richard, 
Duke  of  York,  betweene  whom 
and  himfelfe  (as  you  have  heard 
before)  there  had  paffied  manie 
paffages  of  unkindneffe  ;  offer¬ 
ing  him  his  fervice  and  affiftance 
in  the  regaining  of  his  right, 

o  .  p  i?  ’ 

which  was  willinglie  embraced, 
and  thankfullie  accepted  by  the 
faid  duke,  in  whole  good  graces 
from  that  time  forward  Griffith 
ap  Nicholas  held  a  principle 
regard.  That  being  donn,  he 
foorthwith acquaintes his  friendes 
with  his  determinations,  putts 


himfelf  into  armes,  furmfhing 
with  men,  monie,  and  amyni- 
tion,  and  foe  ever  after  (as  it  was 
obferved)  the  Lancallrian  partie 
declined,  and  fell  off  in  thos 
partes.  Going  «  on  a  time  to 
Hereford  to  buy  neceffaries  for 
the  war  res,  he  was  there,  by  fome 
accident  or  other,  taken  and  ap¬ 
prehended,  having  (as  the  re¬ 
cord  faith  d )  about  him  quin - 
gentas  marcas  in pecunia  nume~ 
rata  m  quadam  boga  contenta , 
which  the  efchetor,  by  virtue  of 
his  office,  feazed  upon  as  for¬ 
feited  to  the  king,  quia  pojitus 
juit  in  exigens  pro  eguiuufdam 
felonns  unde  in  comitatu  Salop 
inditlatus  fiat  coram  dicta 
domino  rege ,  &c.  Notwith- 

ftanding,  all  this  while  the  officers 
were  bufie  about  his  purfe.  Ins 
perfon  was  Ihifted  away  eyther 
by  the  helpe  (as  fome  doe  report) 
of  Sir  John  Scudamore  his 
fonn  in  lawe,  a  powerfull  man 
in  thofe  partes,  whoe  there  gave 
him  the  meeting,  or  elfe  by  fome 
prompt  and  readie  wile  of  his 
owne,  being  a  man  ever  qui  in 
periculis  imminentibus  praefentis 
confilii  imaginem  prae  fe  ferebat; 
and  foe  fome  what  like  Mr. 
Elea,  the  Frenchman,  quickly 
flapping  into  dangers,  and  as 
foone  (kipping  oute  againe,  be¬ 
ing  full  of  quiddities  and  fubtile 
knackes,  not  ufuallie  knowme  ; 
which  often  kept  and  faved  him 
from  deilruflion.  When  he 


*  See  the  Crown  Office,  anno  32.  Hen.  VI. 

f  Vid.  Inq.  capt.  coram  Edmundo  Delamare  efcsetore  dm.  regis.  Anno  33  Hen. 
Sexti  in  Scacc.  remanent,  ac  in  cuftodia  remenib.  regis  exift. 

f  Mawd,  daughter  of  Griffith  ap  Nicholas,  by  hisfecond  wife  (who  was  a  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Perrot,  of  Fembrokefhire),  was  married  to  Scudamore,  of  Kenchurch,  in 
Herefordfhire. 
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was  free  of  troubles,  and  among 
bis  companions,  he  was  verie 
pleafaunt  and  merie,  and  full  of 
wittie  conceiptes,  an  excellent 
poete,  there  being  manie  fine 
peeces  ol  his  yet  extant.  In  the 
times  ol  his  privacie  and  retired- 
nefs  he  was  full  of  devotion, 
and  a  fincere  follower  of  re¬ 
ligious  preceptes,  whichhis  poete 
intimates  in  the  enfumg  verfes ; 
faying, 

,* 

*  Dy  Wen  yw  pump  Llawenydd 
Dy  gaion  yw  fFynon  ftydd/ 

Soe  as  we  may  trewlie  fay  of 
him,  as  was  faid  of  Licinius 
Mucianus,  that  he  was  bonis 
malifque  artibus  mixtus.  When 
Richard,  the  valiant  Duke  of 
Yorke,  receaved  that  fatall  over¬ 
thrown  at  the  battle  of  Wake¬ 
field,  his  eldelf  fonne,  the  Earle 
of  March,  lay  at  Gloucefler, 
who,  prefentlie  upon  notice  of 
his  father’s  death,  invites  his 
friendes  in  the  Marches,  and 
divers  others  further  in  Wales, 
to  come  in  his  aydc  to  revenge 
his  lather  s  murder.  He  was 
not  long  a  rayfmg  an  armie  of 
three  or  four  and  twentie  thou- 
fand,  foe  much  in  thofe  partes 
did  they  favour  the  lineage  of 
the  Lord  Mortimer.  Among 
the  manie  that  reforted  unto  him 
Griffith  ap  Nicholas  was  of  molt 
eminent  mote,  having  feaven  or 
eight  hundred  men  following  of 
him,  well  armed,  well  ordered, 
goodlie  of  ftature,  and  hartes 


anfwerable thereunto.  The  Earle 
of  March  his  dehgne  was  to  have 
mett  and  encountered  with  the 
Oueene,  and  his  father’s  mur¬ 
derers  in  the  field,  butt  Jafper, 
Earle  of  Pembrocke,  flood  as  a 
block  in  his  way,  who  for  bis 
honour’s  fake  at  that  time  had 
binn  better  emploied  elfewhere, 
although  this  proved  fomewhat 
erode  to  the  Earle  of  March  his 
purpofes,  yett  Griffith  ap  Ni¬ 
cholas  was  much  joyed  thereat, 
hoping  nowe  to  be  fullie  re¬ 
venged  of  the  Earle  of  Pem¬ 
brocke  lor  old  difpleafure.  To 
be  briefe,  both  armies  meete  on 
a  plain  neere  Mortimer’s  Crode, 
after  large  demonflrations  of 
prowede,  and  magnanimitie  of 
eyther  fide,  Griffith  ap  Nicholas 
receaves  a  mortal!  wound. 
Owen  ap  Griffith,  his  fecond 
fonne  (the  elded  being  left  at 
home  to  fecure  his  owne  for¬ 
tunes),  dandes  in  the  head  of 
his  father’s  troopes,  maintaines 
the  fight,  and  purfues  the  Earle 
of  Pembrocke  even  to  flight ; 
foe  the  day  fell  to  the  Yorkifh 
hde.  I  hen  Owen  ap  Griffith 
making  fearch  for  his  father, 
found  him  lying  on  the  ground 
panting  and  breathing  for  life, 
to  whome  he  made  a  diort  re¬ 
lation  of  the  Earle  of  March  his 
good  fortunes,  and  his  enemies 
overthrown.  “Well  then,”  faid 
he,  “  Wellcome  death,  fince  ho¬ 
nour  and  viHorie  makes  for  us;” 
and  foe  fhaking  od  his  clogge  of 


*  Gwillim  ap  Tevan  h£n  ai  leant.—  But  the  fame  couplet,  with  a  very  trifliW  varia- 

r  'd’r  dcufs  (n  a  Cywydd  of  Dafydd  ap  Gwilim,  entitled—  Cywydd  i  i7orfydd  fef 
ieitnfed  a  faith  again  a  wnaeth  Dafydd  iddi ;  as  thus,  ^ 


Dy  Wen  yw’r  pum  llawenydd 
Dy  gorph  liardd  arndwg  o'r  ffydd. 


earth, 
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earth,  he  foared  up  in  a  divine 
contemplation  to  Heaven,  the 
place  of  his  red.  And  this  is 
more  than  ever  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  Hollingfhed, 
Hall ,  Grafton,  and  others,  ejufdem 
furfures, 

(1.)  Thomas  ap  Griffith ,  eldejl 
Sonne  to  Griffith  ap  Nicholas , 
and  Father  to  Sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas ,  leaves  his  country 
and  goes  to  Bur  gun  die,  being 
noe  xvay  naturalize  endin' d  to 
civill  di/J’entions.  His  ad - 

uj  }  .  7/ 

ventures  there ,  his  excellent 

(kill  in  Mo  noma  cine,  or  /ingle 

fight .  His  Death.  (2.)  How 

Morgan  Thomas,  his  chief 

Sonne ,  fiding  with  the  houfe 

of  York,  la  y  cl  Jiege  to  the 

Cafleof  Pembrocke,  andhowe 

David  Thomas,  his  fecond 

Sonne,  taking  part  with  the. 

Houfe  of  Lankefler ,  relieved 

the  fame  ;  ref  cuing  the  Earle 

of  Pembrocke,  and  the  young 

Earle  of  Richmond  out  of  his 

brother  s  handes,  and.  jafehe 

en flipping  them  for  Bntainy. 

1  heir  Death . 

After  the  death  of  Griffith 
ap  Nicholas  fucceeded  *  Thomas 
ap  Griffith  his  fonne,  heire  of 
his  father’s  '  fortunes,  though 
fomewhat  differenced  in  their 
qualities  and  conditions.  Both 
of  them  were  endued  with  vir¬ 
tues,  as  well  begetting  admira¬ 
tion  as  affediion  ;  yet  in  a  feve- 
rall  wav  of  proceeding,  the  one 
being  ffiarpe,  fterne,  and  fevere, 


the  other  milde,  fweete,  and 
gracious,  the  father  climing  into 
the  hartes  and  affections  of  the 
people,  with  a  majeftique  au¬ 
thority,  the  fonne  endeering  and 
ingraciating  himfelf  by  that  ever 
humble,  yet  fafe  way,  of  affability 
and  curtefie.  This  gentleman 
had  the  generall  applaufe  of  all 
for  horfemanfhipp,  and  for  true 
(kill  at  his  weapon,  he  was  infe¬ 
rior  to  none  :  being  commonlie 
call’d  the  Eaire  Man  at  Armes. 
In  his  owne  inclination  he  was 
verie  much  retir’d,  full  of 
thoughts,  and  ever  meditating 
alone,  or  converfmg  with  thofe 
might  bell  informe  his  con- 
fcience.  For  matter  of  lerning 
he  was  nott  altogether  unfurnifh- 
ed  ;  foe  that  confidering  thofe 
ruder  times,  he  may  well  pafle 
for  a  fcholler.  In  the  eompo- 
fure  of  his  limmes  verie  ftrong 
and  active  ;  and  a  foldier  he  was 
indeede,  having  binn  train’d  up 
for  rnanie  yeares,  wherein,  at  that 
time,  both  for  commaunderie, 
and  civill  education,  he  had  home 
advantage  of  the  reft  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  under  two  of  the  moft 
flourifhing  princes  of  Chriften- 
dome  in  thos  days ;  Philipp  the 
Good,  and  Charles  the  Wor- 
lick,  father  and  fonne,  both 
Dukes  of  Burgundie,  performing 
there  fuch  deedes  of  chivalrie,as 
purchas’d  him  the  fame  of  a 
Captaine  that  knew  how  to  doe 
his  worke,  and  did  itt.  1  his 
Thomas  ap  Griffith  could  at  noe 
hand  away  with  the  fractures 
and  hurleinents  then  in  the  ftate, 


*  Thomas  ap  Griffith  [Hynaf,  as  he  was  called),  for  he  had  another  fon  of  the 
fame  name,  by  his  fecond  wife,  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  Griffith  ap  Nicholas,  by 
Mably,  daughter  of  Meredith  ap  Kerry  Donne  of  Kidwely,  in  Carmarthenfhire. 

calling 


BIOGRAPHY.  65 

calling  it  an  unnaturall  fway,  England ;  when  all  thingesweare 
where  the  father  fought  againft  in  the  hight  of  diforder,  and  in 
the  fonne,  the  brother  againft  a  way  foe  averfe,  foe  diametri- 
the  brother,  the  fervant  againft  cally  repugnant  to  his  nature, 
his  mafter,  and  the  fubjeft  againft  It  happen’d,  while  he  refided  in 
his  fovereigne,  he  being  other-  the  duke’s  court,  there  fell  a 
wife  compofed  by  nature  and  liking  betweene  him  and  a  neare 
education,  and  ever  wifhing  kingfwoman  of  the  Duke’s 
peace.  Nowe  to  ftand  as  neuter,  (Cupid,  it  feemes  clayming  an 
and  in  times  of  civill  uprores  intereft  in  him  as  well  as  Mars), 
be  only  a  looker  on,  that  he  dif-  from  likino-  it  grewe  to  a  farni- 
lik’d  as  much  on  the  other  fide,  liaritie,  and  what  followed,  that 
holding  it  noe  way  fuitable  with  we  may  eafilie  guefte.  He  be- 
his  reputation ;  ne  yet  with  his  ing  a  perfonable  gentlemen, 
fafetie  foe  to  do.  Thefe  confi-  well  fpoken,  and  on  who  was 
derations  drewe  him  into  tranf-  his  crafts-mafter  in  winning 
marine  partes,  there  to  feeke  of  women’s  favour  :  in  fomme 
adventures,  ferving  (as  I  faid  be-  among  others,  he  wonn  this 
fore)  for  manie  yeares  in  the  Ladies  good  graces,  which,  in 
Burgundian  Warres,  having  left  the  end,  fhe  was  pleafed,  quinta 
be  hind  him,  to  manage  his  af-  parte  face  fuavitatis  J'ai  hectaris 
faires  in  his  abfence,  two  of  his  imbuere ,  and  than  ’twas  high 
fonnes,  Morgan  and  David,  two  time  to  be  gonn  *.  This  gen- 
men  the  fitteft  inall  the  world,  to  tlewoman  (as  I  find  in  the  collec- 
fifh  in  troubled  waters,  of  whom  tion  of  one  Perrot,  of  Hereford- 
I  may  well  fay,  as  Tacitus  faid  of  fhire),  was  daughter  to  Francis, 
Agrippa  Pofthumus,  that  they  fecond  fonn  to  Philip,  Duke  of 
\v<ZT<t\.xvX\<zbonariimartiumrudes  Burgundie ;  but  (for  ought  I 
et  robore- corporum  flohde  fero -  can  read)  that  duke  had  butt  one 
ces,  nulhus  tamen  jlagitii  com-  legitimate  fonn,  which  was  the 
perti.  Nowe  during  the  time  of  Earle  of  Charolois,  and  therefore 
his  being  abroad,  there  befell  him  this  muff  needes  be  a  Latene ,  if 
a  fudden  accident,  which  forc’d  at  all.  Perrott  likewufe  fays,  fhe 
him  to  looke  homewards,  other-  was  +  one  of  the  Maides  of  FIo- 
wife,  noe  doubt,  he  would  have  nour  to  Queene  Katherin,  in  her 
followed  the  fortunes  of  thofe  Jater  time,  who  was  Dowager  to 
three  memorable  Battayles  of  Henrie  the  Fifth.  Others  (and 
Graufon,  Morat,  and  Nancie,  among  them  one  Thomas  Johns, 
and  there  have  concluded  his  of  Fountaine  Gate,  a  knowne 
days,  rather  then  return'd  into  herauld)  will  have  her  to  be  one 

*  In  mod;  of  the  pedigrees  I  have  feen  of  this  family,  Thomas  ap  Griffith’s  fccorid 
wife  is  call’d  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Janies  De  Burgoigne,  fecond  fon  of  Philip, 
Duke  ot  Burgundy,  whom  he  married  by  a  difpenfation  from  the  Pope,  his  fh  ft 
wile  living,  by  whom  he  had  one  fon  John,  and  from  whom  Thomas  Johncs,  Efq. 
of  Hafod  in  Cardiganffiire  is  defcended. 

I  homas  ap  Griffith’s  firft  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Sir  John  Griffith,  of  Abermarlais 
in  Carmarthenfhire. 

f  It  was  her  filter  Margaret,  who  came  into  England  in  that  capacity,  and  wa3 
married  to  Sir  Hugh  Lutterel  ot  DunfUr  caftle,  in  Devonfhire. 
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of  the  duke’s  owne  daughters. 
To  fatisfie  my  owne  curiofitie  in 
this  point,  I  have  looked  over 
divers  of  the  Burgundian  writ¬ 
ers,  and  cann  receave  noe  light ; 
onlie  Pontus  Heuterus  Delphi- 
cus,  who  writt  the  lives  of  thole 
later  dukes,  and  Reufnerius,  out 
of  him  produce  a  catalogue  of 
the  duke’s  illegitimate  chil¬ 
dren,  and  there  they  fay,  quod 
Phitippus  bonus  Burgundies 
Dux  quatuor  habuit  fihas  ille- 
gitimas  anonymas  quartern  una 
nupfit  apud  Britones ,  where  I 
beleeve  they  harpe  and  guefs 
fomewhat  at  this  biifmeffe. 
Nowe  upon  this  occafion  I  ho- 
rnas  ap  Griffith  returning  home 
both  from  his  martiall  and.  vene- 
reall  affaires,  he  did  nott  long 
enjoy  anie  true  peace  or  con¬ 
tentment  there,  being  prefentlie 
engaged  in  feudes,  and  divers 
fingle  combates,  which  he  ever 
perform’d  on  horfebacke,  an  ex- 
ercife  in  thofe  days,  wherein  he 
was  lingular,  and  ever  viftori- 
ous.  The  fir  ft  that  provoked 
him  in  duell,  was  *  Henrie  ap 
Gwilim  ol  Court-Henrie,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  an  ancient  linage, 
welthie  and  full  of  magnani- 
mitie  and  courage,  one  who,  in 
the  height  of  ftature  and  proce- 
ritie  of  his  bodie,  had  as  much 
advantage  of  him  as  the  proud 
Pautaucus  had  of  the  valiant 
Pyrrhus.  Thomas  ap  Griffith 
was  a  man  ol  a  well  regulated 
valour,  better  flail’d  at  his  wea¬ 
pon,  and  ever  warie  in  his  pro¬ 
ceedings,  the  other  had  an  in¬ 


vincible  fpiritt,  but  withall  teme¬ 
rarious,  rafh,  and  headie.  I  eafi- 
nott  think  of  Thomas  ap  Grif¬ 
fith,.  but  fuddenhe  Fabius  Maxi¬ 
mus  conies  into  my  mind,  and 
foe  doth  L.  Minutius,  when 
I  thinke  of  Henrie  ap  Gwilim. 
Eight  or  ten  times  did  they 
drawe  their  fwordes  each  again  ft 
the  other  in  fingle  fight,  wherein 
Thomas  ap  Griffith  was  ever 
conqueror;  but  the  other  would 
never  be  conquered.  Henrie  ap 
Gwilim,  prefuming,  fall  after 
fall,  of  a  reparation,  would  ftill 
be  a  challenging,  therein  {hew¬ 
ing  a  rife  of  courage  in  the  de¬ 
clination  of  fortune.  Thomas 
ap  Griffith  trailing  to  his  flail 
and  cunning,  and  foe  forgetting 
the  true  rules  of  wifedome, 
would  ftill  be  as  nimble  in  his 
anfweare,  as  the  other  in  his  ob¬ 
jection  ;  whereby  he  tranfgrefs’d- 
that  diferete  lawe,  made  to  the 
purpofe  by  Lycurgus,  wherein 
he  advifeth,  nt  non  fazpius  cum - 
eodem  Hojie  conquederemur , 
neis  bellicofior  fieret ,  which  in 
the  end  he  found  true  by  the 
experience  of  manie  a  broken 
pate.  Once  coming  home  griev- 
ouflie  hurt,  his  brother  Owen 
mett  him,  and  defirous  to  know 
the  caufe  of  his  woundes ;  in 
good  faith,  faith  he,  I  have  binn 
at  cuffes  with  my  old  adverfarie, 
who  hath  given  me  a  bloouie 
nofe  ;  well,  are  you  appas’d, 
and  I  would  tweare  worfe  with 
you,  faid  his  brother,  for  teach¬ 
ing  him  to  oudkiil  you  at  your 
owne  weapon,  an  anfweare  not 


*  Henry  ap  Gwilim  built  Court  Henry  in  Carmarthenihire,  which  was  call’d 
after  his  name,  his  family  having  lived  before  at  a  place  in  that  neighbourhood, 
called  Lanlafh,  he  left  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  married  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas, 
and  the  other  Sir  William  Mathews,  Knt. 

unlike 
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tintike  to  that  of  Antaludas  to 
Agefilaus  returning  home  well 
beaten  by  the  Boeotians,  with 
whom  he  had  often  bicker’d, 
cligna  (faid  he)  infhtutionis  pra¬ 
wn  a  capis ,  qui  Baotios  ex  ignaris 
pugnaces  reddidijii.  At  another 
time  there  fell  out  fome  diffe¬ 
rence,  betweene  Thomas  ap 
Griffith,  and  William  the  Firft, 
Earl  of  Prembrock,  of  the- noble 
Family  of  the  Herberts  ;  but  for 
whatcaufel  cannot  learne;and  it 
feemes  they  were  flowne  to 
fuch  high  termes,  that  one  Tur- 
berville  would  needes  combate 
Thomas  ap  Griffith,  on  the 
Earle’s  behalf.  This  Turber- 
ville  was  an  arrogant  cracker, 
and  a  notable  Swafh-buckler, 
one  that  would  fight  on  anie 
flight  occafion,  nott  much  heed¬ 
ing  the  caufe.  He,  on  a  time, 
fends  his  cartel,  or  letter  of  de¬ 
fiance  to  the  faid  Thomas,  with 
the  rodomantade,  that  if  he  did 
nott  fuddenlie  doe-  him  reafon, 
he  would  ferret  him  out  of  his 
cunnie  berrie,  the  caftle  ofAber- 
marlais.  Thomas  ap  Griffith 
fmiled  at  the  meffage,  and  fhap- 
ing  him  an  anfweare,  fuitable  to 
his  humour, 'that  for  his  parte, 
he  knew  him  nott,  neyther  had 
he  ever  caufe  for  quarrelling 
him  ;  and  therefore  pray’d  him 
that,  if  he  had  a  defire  to  be 
kill’d,  he  would  make  choice  of 
fome  other,  rather  than  himfelf ; 
for  at  that  time  he  had  neyther 
will  nor  leafure  to  undertake  fo 
butcherlie  an  office  :  this  fcorn- 
f rill  returne  foe  much  incens’d 
and  provok’d  the  infufferable 
pride  and  haughtie  fiomack  of 
Turberville,  that  foorth  with,  in 
a  headlong  furie,  he  byes  him 
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to  Abermarlais,  and  comming  in 
at  the  gate,  the  firft  man  he  fawe 
was  Thomas  ap  Griffith  himfelf, 
fitting  by  the  gate  in  a  gray 
frocke  gowne,  whom  he  tooke 
for  the  porter,  demanding  of 
him  weather  Thomas  ap  Grif¬ 
fith  weare  within  or  noe  ?  Sir, 
faid  Thomas  ap  Griffith,  he  is 
not  far  oft,  and  if  you  would 
ought  with  him,  lett  me  receave 
your  commands.  Then  prethee, 
fellowe,  fayd  he  (twirling  his 
muftachoes,  and  fparkling  out 
furie  and  fier  from  his  eyes), 
tell  him  here  is  one  Turberville 
would  fpeake  with  him.  Tho¬ 
mas  ap  Griffith,  hearing  his 
name,  and  obferving  his  deport¬ 
ment,  had  much  adoe  to  hold 
from  laughing  outright',  yet  con¬ 
taining  himfelf,  he  faid  he  would 
acquaint  his  mailer,  and  foe  go¬ 
ing  into  his  parlour,  prefentlie 
fendes  two  or  three  of  his  fer- 
vants  to  call  him  in.  Turber¬ 
ville  noe  fooner  fawe  Thomas  ap  < 
Griffith,  but  without  anie  apo-* 
logie  made  for  his  miftaking,  he 
tells  him  of  his  unmannerlinefle, 
and  that  he  was  come  thither  to 
correfil  him  for  his  fawfineffe 
towardes  foe  greate  a  perfon  as 
the  Earle  of  Pembrocke.  In  good 
time,  Sir,  faid  Thomas  ap  Grif¬ 
fith  ;  but  I  pray,  faid  he,  is  nott 
my  Lord  of  courage  fufficient  to 
undergoe  that  office  of  correc¬ 
tion  without  the  help  of  others  ? 
Yes,  certain! ie  ;  but  you  £00 
meane  a  copefrnate  for  one  of 
his  place  and  dignitie,  he  hath 
left  to  my  .chaffifement,  faid 
Turberville.  Well,  then,  faid 
Thomas  ap  Griffith  (though  I 
might  juftlie  except  againft  my 
Tutor),  where  is’t  your  plea- 
F  2  furs 
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fare  to  have  me  to  Schoole  ? 
Nay,  where  thou  wilt  or  dars  t, 
faid  Turberville ;  a  harfh  com¬ 
pliment,  faid  I  homas  ap  Grif¬ 
fith  ;  I  am  not  ignorant,  faid  he, 
as  I  am  defendant,  that  both 
time,  place,  and  weapons  are 
in  my  choice  ;  but  fpeaking  in 
the  perfon  of  a  fchool  boy,  (for 
noe  higher  account  you  feeme 
to  make  of  me)  I  weene  tis  nott 
the  fafhion  for  fchollers  to  ap¬ 
point,  where  their  mafters  fhall 
correct  them,  yett  feeing  you 
leave  it  to  me,  lett  it  be  at  Ar- 
thurftone  in  Herefordfhire,  a 
place  indifferent  for  botn  (ior 
in  Glamorganfhire,  perhaps,  you 
may  think,  it  is  nott  fafe  ior  me, 
and  heare  in  Carmarthenfhire  I 
am  fure  Tis  nott  for  you),  there 
1  will  attend  with  my  fword  at 
my  fide,  and  my  launce  in  my 
reft  on  fuch  a  day.  A  match, 
cried  Turberville,  and  foe  ab- 
ruptlie  for  the  prefent  they 
parted.  T  o  be  fhort,  both  thefe 
combatants  mett  according  to  ap¬ 
pointment,  where  at  the  verie 
firft  encounter  ’twas  1  homas  ap 
Griffith’s  fortune  to  breake  the 
other’s  back,  and  there  leave 
him.  This  overthrow e  caus’d 
a  nottable  hartburning  ior  a 
while  betweene  their  houies  ; 
wittnefs  that  memorable  battle 
at  Trampton-field  in  Glamor¬ 
ganfhire,  fought  betweene  the 
Mathews  and  the  Turbervilles 
in  the  quarrell  oi  Sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas,  wherein  the  Mathewes 
got  the  better  oi  the  day,  as  ap- 


peares  by  their  pardon  yett  ex¬ 
tant,  for  that  dayes  bloodie  fer- 
vice.  The  laft  combate  he  per¬ 
form  d  was  with  one  *  David 
Gough,  a  man  in  difpofition  nott 
unlike  the  former.  T  he  two 
mett  at  a  place  called  Pennal, 
in  the  Countie  of  Merioneth, 
where,  after  a  long  and  bloodie 
fight,  this  David  Gough  fell  by 
the  fword  of  Thomas  ap  Grif¬ 
fith,  and  the  place  to  this  day  is 
call’d  Pennal  Field.  Thomas  ap 
Griffith,  not  able  to  goe  farr  in 
refpeft  of  his  woundes,  fhakes 
off  his  armes,  and  layes  him 
downe  flatt  on  his  face  to  breath 
himfelf,  after  a  tedioufe  and 
wearifome  encounter;  in  the  - 
meane  time  (woe  worth  the 
while),  there  comes  behind  him 
fome  bafe  fellow  (a  fervant  noe 
doubt,  or  friend  of  the  others), 
and  runns  him  through  :  where 
at  turning  him  about,  and  look¬ 
ing  upon  his  murderer  (with 
fuch  a  looke,  I  imagine,  as 
Marius  caft  upon  that  bafe  Min- 
turnian,  or  the  noble  Pyrrhus, 
on  the  fervant  of  Antigonus, 
comming  for  the  like  wile  and 
inglorious  office),  he  ufed  theie 
wordes.  Ah  !  my  Friend,  had 
I  remember’d  to  have  layn  upon 
my  back,  thou  durft  not  lhus 
cowardlie  have  kill’d  Thomas 
ap  Griffith,  intimating  thereby, 
that  with  the  verie  fight  of  his 
countenance,  he  would  have 
terrified  him  from  foe  foule  a 
fa  ft,  and  fo  he  died.  In  honour 
of  his  memone,  there  was  in  the 


*  This  David  Goucrh  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  near  kinfmnn  of  that  Mathew  Cough,  a 
famous  warrior  in  the  times  of  Henry  Fifth  ana  Sixth,  -lain  in  the  cm  tumu  t,  rai  c 


by  jack  Cade. 
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place  a  *  Cenotaph  of  hones  and 
turfes  ere&ed,  wheather  the 
gentlemen  of  the  countie,  'up¬ 
on  a  certaine  day,  for  manie 
yeares  after  reforted,  where  they 
fpent  the  tune  in  jumping,  wreb- 
ling,  running  at  the  quinteine, 
and  other  manlie  exerciles.  And 
thus  have  you  the  horie  of 
Thomas  ap  Griffith,  commonlie 
call'd  the  curteoufe  ennemie, 
his  bodie  being  bravelie  accom¬ 
panied,  was  conveyd  to  the  ab¬ 
bey  of  Bard  fey,  in  the  county 
of  Carnarvon,  and  there  folemn- 
lie  interr’d,  the  beholders  all, 
with  a  univerfall  conclamation, 
giving  an  allured  teftimonie  of 
their  hartes  overflowing  for- 
ro  we. 

(2.)  Now  to  continue  my  dif- 
courfe,  Thomas  ap  Griffith,  by 
foule  play,  finifhing  his  daies 
fomewhat  untimelie,  left  a  plen- 
tifull  iffue  after  him.  Morgan 
Thomas,  and  David  were  home- 
bredd  men,  far  diffring  from 
their  father  in  the  true  tempera¬ 
ture  of  their  mindes.  Morgan 
was  the  better  man  ;  David  the 
better  fouldier,  Morgan  I  had 
rather  have  for  my  friend,  David 
I  would  more  feare  as  an  enemy, 
Morgan  had  more  vertue  in  him, 
the  other  more  flrength  and 
force  :  right  Brutus  and  Caf- 
fius.  Thefe  two,  guided  by  fe- 
verall  barres,  rann  contrarie 
courfes,  the  one  fidincr  with  the 
houfe  of  Yorke,  the  other  with 
that  of  Lankefler.  During  their 
being  abroad  in  thofe  embroil¬ 
ments,  they  were  rough  im- 
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prov’d  in  their  knowledge  and 
civill  deportment,  experience 
having  taught  their  valour  good 
manners,  foe  that  in  a  fhort 
time  they  purchas'd  to  them- 
felves  the  fame  of  good  Cap- 
taines,  and  for  proof  it  was  nott 
long  ere  a  fitt  occafion  was  of¬ 
fer’d  to  manifeb  what  fluff  they 
were  made  of.  When  that  ir¬ 
reparable  overthrowe  was  given 
to  Queene  Margaret  and  Prince 
Edward  her  fonne,  at  Tewkef- 
burie,  of  which  when  Jafper, 
Earle  of  Pembrocke,  on  hiswaye 

7  b  j 

with  new  fuccours  had  notice, 
he  was  forced  to  retire  himfelf 
to  his  caftle  of  Chepftowe,  and 
from  thence  to  his  cable  of 
Pembrocke,  having  his  nephew 
Henrie,  the  young  Earl  of 
Richmond,  in  his  companie, 
which  made  him  the  more  un- 
fafe,  being  a  pray  greedilie 
look’d  after.  They  reffed  nott 
long  at  Pembrocke  cable,  for 
Morgan  Thomas,  by  fpeciall 
command  from  the  King,  had 
raifed  great  forces,  and  foe 
ftronglie  befeeg’d  (he  faid  cable, 
as  there  was  no  pofliblemeanesof 
efcape  ;  foe  that  they  were  dri¬ 
ven  to  this  hard  choice,  eyther 
to  perifli  through  famine,  or  elfe 
to  putt  themfelves  into  fuch 
handes  from  whom  they  could 
expeft  for  little mercie  or  favour. 
Amid  thefe  extreames,  David 
Thomas,  the  fecond  brother,  a 
faithful  1  friend  to  the  Earle  of 
Pembrocke,  and  in  hart  a  fworne 
fervant  to  the  familie  of  Lan- 
kaber,  had  his-  wittes  whollie 


*  Tn  a  meadow  below  the  village  of  Pennal,  in  the  County  of  Merioneth,  there  is, 
at  this  day,  to  be  feen  a  Tumulus,  which  in  all  probability  is  the  very  fpot  here  re- 
f-rr’d  to;  hut  no  tradition  now  remains  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  to  countenance  this  piece  of  hiflory. 

emploid, 
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eraploid,  howe  he  might  fafelie 
fetch  off  thefe  diftrefs’d  Princes, 
and  to  that  purpofe  he  prefentlie 
flies  over  the  countries  fometimes 
to  the  Earle's  wellwilhers  and 
fervants,  who  inftantlie  follow'd 
him,  fometimes  to  his  brother’s 
owne  friendes  and  followers, 
whom  he  poffeffed,  that  though 
his  brother  made  fhewe  of  be- 
fieging  the  caftle,  yett  he  would 
be  willing  thos  noble  lordes 
might  be  refcued,  foe  he  did 
not  appeare  to  have  a  hand  in 
the  bufineffe,  by  which  meanes 
he  had  fuddenlie  gathered  to¬ 
gether  a  rude  rabble,  to  the 
number  of  two  thoufand  within 
the  compafs  of  eight  dayes, 
and  foe  attended  by  his  ragged 
regiment,  with  hookes,  prongs, 
and  glaives,  and  other  ruftick 
weapons,  ad  fubitum  ujum  pro - 
peratis,  he  fetts  upon  the  be- 
fiegers,  and  forceth  his  brother 
from  the  fiege,  refcueth  the 
two  Earles,  and  foe  convaies 
them  to  Tenbie*,  a  maritime 
towne,  and  there  fafelie  en- 
fhipped  them  for  Britany.  1  hus 
have  we  our  foveraigne  or  pome- 
royal  1  tree  miferably  rent  and 
torne  with  ftorme  and  tempeff, 
fupported  by  a  poore  willowe 
flake,  or  a  crab  tree  forke. 
Whence,  O!  you  great  ones, 
yea  the  greateft  among  you, 
hinges  learne  this  leffon,  nott  to 
flight  or  under  value,  at  anie 
hand,  your  inferiours,  there 
being  fuch  a  mutuall  relation 
betweene  us,  while  we  walk  on 
the  ftage  of  this  earth,  that  the 
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greateft  may  have  ufe  of  the 
meaneft,  and  thofe  (as  here  for 
inftance)  ordeyned  lor  emperie, 
may,  at  one  time  or  other,  fall 
in  debt  to  a  fubjeft  for  tire'  pre- 
fervation-of  their  lives. 

Nowe  Jafper,  Earle  of  Pern- 

brock,  and  his  nephew  Henrie, 

Earle  of  Richmond,  being  fledd 

the  kingdome,  who  weare  the 

onlie  remainder  left,  of  feare 

kincr  Edward,  ufinv  alltogether 

loofe  the  raynes,  yielded  him- 

felf  whollie  to  the  pleafures  and 

contentments  of  his  mind.  In 

the  meane  while  thofe  turbulent, 

faftioufe,  and  high-working  fpi- 

ritts  of  the  time,  unufed,  un- 

accuftomed  to  peace  and  idle- 

neffe,  began  in  all  corners  of 
7  .  r 

the  kingdome  to  fall  to  jars 
among  themfelves,  in  which 
(amongft  the  reft),  thofe  two 
noble  brothers  were  unfor¬ 
tunately  embroyled,  which 
brought  them  both,  not  long 
after,  to  an  untimely  end;  Uti- 
nam!  potius  pro  republic  a,  quam 
in  repub  lie  a  pernjjent.  And 
here,  I  pray,  give  me  leave  to 
tell  you  a  tale  of  this  David 
Thomas,  which,  howe  ridiculous 
and  trifling  foever  it  may  appear, 
will  ferve  much  for  the  fetting 
foorth  of  the  bold  and  all-daring 
fpiritt  of  that  heroicall  gentle¬ 
man.  It  hath  binn  a  common 
thing  in  all  ages  (none,  from 
the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  being 
able  to  efcape  the  lafh  of  a 
malicioufe  tongue)  to  frame  ag¬ 
nominations  and  impropriums, 
and  to  give  nick-names  to  men 


*  Tenby,  a  corporate  town,  and  contributory  borough  to  Pembroke,  is  fituated. 
at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Pcmbrokcfhire,  about  ten  miles  diftance  from  the 
county  town, 

though 
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though  never  fo  well  deferving; 
foe  Thomas,  Earle  of  Lancafter, 
by  Peers  Gavefton,  was  called 
the  Stage  Player;  Aymer  de 
Valence,  Earle  of  Pembroke, 
Jofeph ,  the  Jew ;  Guy,  Earle 
of  Warwick,  the  Black  Dog  of 
Arden;  and,  foe  David  Thomas 
heare  was  called,  David  Kcffil 
Cwtta ,  or  David  with  the  Cur¬ 
tail  Horfe.  The  occafton  of 
this  mis-naming  him  thus  fir  ft 
began  :  There  was  a  neighbour 
of  this  David’s  had  a  brave  young 
horfe,  ot  whole  gooanefs  he  was 
a  better  judge  than  the  owner, 
and  therefore  taking  a  tancie  to 
the  beaft  he  gave  for  the  fame 
foure  and  twentie  kine,  with 
pafturao-e  for  them  a  whole 
yeare,  which  was  held  a  pro¬ 
digal!  a D,  and  gave  his  enemies 
caufe  oi  fport.  Having  gotten 
this  horfe  he  croppes  his  eares, 
hits  his  nofe,  and  cutts  his  tayle, 
and  withal!,  as  our  Pifts  here¬ 
tofore  were  wont  to  paint  their 
bodies,  foe  he  with  marking 
irons  imprinted  diverfe  uglie  and 
monftroufe  fhapes  upon  this 
horfe,  to  make  him  feeme  more 
fearlull  and  terrible  to  his  ene¬ 
mies.  Being  on  a  time  told 
howe  in  a  deriding  manner  his 
adverfaries  had  nick-named  him 
for  curtailing  his  horfe,  “  Well 
then,”  faid  he,  “  I  hope,  nowe 
they  will  leave  oft  talking  oi 
me,  feeing  I  have  bought  me  a 
horfe,  whofe  taile  they  may  plaie 
withal  ft  At  another  time  bis 
enemies  having  notice  oi  a 
jorney  he  intended,  they  broke 
downe  parte  of  a  bridge  he  was 
to  pafs  over,  thereby  to  inter¬ 
rupt  his  paifage  and  way  lay 
him;  but  lie  comming  to  the 


place  of  danger,  and  clofe  pur- 
fude,  there  being  no  other 
remedie,  he  putts  fpurres  to  his 
horfe,  and  over  he  goes  cleere 
(the  report  ot  which  lepp  is 
fomewhat  incredible;  but,  to 
ufe  noe  other  wordes  then  thofe 
of  a  poete  of  thofe  times,  ’twas, 
A7 aid  ar  March  na  neidir  mwy , 
and  which  certainlie  none  there 
du  r  ft  fecond),  then  wheeling 
about,  and  calling  to  his  enemies 
on  the  other  fide,  after  exchang¬ 
ing  divers  fcorniull  fpeeches 
with  them,  at  length,  dared 
them  to  follow  him  on  with  the 
cowes  they  ridd  on,  or  that  they 
would  meete  him  midd  way  in 
the  river  and  he  would  ftand 
them  all,  and  that  they  mought 
fee  that  he  fpoke  noe  more  than 
he  intended,  into  the  river  he 
fwims  a  great  way,  but  feeing 
none  make  towards  him,  back 
he  comes  bidding  them  adue 
for  cow7ardlie  daftards  and  cra¬ 
vens,  and  foe  leaves  them,  as  f 
heare  leave  my  tale,  for  recom¬ 
mending  of  which  to  the  w7orld 
(it  having  fomewhat  of  honour 
and  braverie  in  it),  I  hope,  I 
have  a  better  plea  than  Plutarch 
for  telling  11s  the  tale  of  Alci- 
biades  and  his  dogg,  or  at  left  w7ife 
then  that  foolilh  chronicler  of 
our’s,  who,  ampng  the  glorioufe 
atHons  of  our  kings,  will  needes 
prefent  us  with  a  fuperfluous 
relation  of  the  Lord  Maior  s 
fhewe,  or  the  lamentable  dovm- 
fall  (on  fome  fpeciall  daye)  of 
Ins  Lordfhippe’s  cuftard,  by  the 
negligence  of  one  of  his  tadpoles, 
who  had  forgotten  (as  it  feemes) 
the  chiefeft  point  of  his  office, 
To  hold  faJL  And  nowe  ot 
coLirfe,  and  in  order  lie  proceed¬ 
ing? 
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ing,  we  are  come  to  yong  Rice 
ap  Thomas,  the  true  heire  (nowe 
his  two  elder  brothers  weare 
gone)  both  of  his  lather’s  for¬ 
tunes  and  venues,  who  in  pre¬ 
cede  ol  time  grewe  to  be  a  man 
of  a  wider  note,  and  more  emi¬ 
nent  mark  abroade,  then  anie  of 
the  reft  of  his  familie ;  their 
vertues  being  lor  the  moft  parte 
reft  rained  and  narrowed  within 
the  bounds  of  Wales  onlie.  But 
his  growing  ol  a  greater  latitude, 
and  longer  expanfion,  made  him 
beloved  among  the  Englifh,  and 
admired  and  feared  among  the 
French.  And  whereas  I  have 
hitherto  tired  you,  perhaps,  with 
an  expectation  of  my  promife, 
touching  this  noble  gentleman, 
I  mull  begg  your  pardon,  my 
delire  being  firft  to  bring  you  in 
acquaintance  with  fome  of  his 
anceftors,  that  foe  you  might  fee 
he  was  noe  hawke  flowne  from 
a  keftrell’s  neft,  nor  yet  a 
pearle  raked  off  the  dung¬ 
hill. 

(1)  The  Birth  and  Breeding  of 
yong  Rice  ap  Thomas.  (2) 
His  wife,  difereete ,  and  ju- 
dicioufe  Carriage ,  when  frji 
he  was  pojfejl  of  his  For¬ 
tunes. 

(1)  Having  offered  to  your 
view  a  fummarie  relation  of  the 
genealogie  and  parentage  of 
yong  Rice  ap  Thomas,  together 
with  certaine  noble  deedes  and 
faiiib afe  exploites  of  fome  of 
his  worthie  anceftors,  that  you 
mought  not  be  ignorant  of  what 
concerned  him,  even  before  he 
was,  the  next  thing  falling  under 
our  confideration,  is  himfelf 


whom  I  reprefent  qiito  you,  as  I 
find  him  at  this  day  recorded  in 
men’s  memories,  and  among  the 
beft  writers  and  hypemnemato- 
graphifts  of  the  times,  thofe 
cabanetts  and  fale  confervors  ol 
affes  formerlie  donn. 

You  mull  then  firft  knowe 
that  this  Rice  was  begotten  and 
borne  in  a  cumultuoufe  feafon, 
among  the  clalhing  ol  armes, 
and  the  difpofitions  of  men’s 
mindes  and  conftitutions  of  their 
bodies  naturalhe  fierie  and  fu- 
rioufe,  when  meum  and  tuum 
were  fluctuate  and  wavering, 
neyther  mine  nor  thine ,  and  the 
whole  frame  of  this  kingdome 
loofe  and  difjointed  :  at  whofe 
birth  his  father  (ftirred  there¬ 
unto,  as  it  feems,  by  fome  illu¬ 
mination)  .  proceeded  to  that 
height  of  curiofitie,  as  to  confult 
with  mathematicians  and  prog- 
nofticks,  touching  the  nativitie 
of  this  child,  whofe  horofeope, 
as  they  concluded,  promifed 
greate  matters :  that  in-  time  he 
fihould  growe  to  be  a  man  of  a 
high  afilive  and  martial  1  fpiritt  : 
that  he  was  defigned  for  high 
atchievementes  and  doughtie  per¬ 
formances  in  the  wanes  ;  that 
he  fhould  attain  to  greate  ho¬ 
nours  at  courte,  and  lor  popular 
affefifion  in  his  countrie  out  goe 
all  his  forefathers,  which  in 
the  end,  proved  accordingly 
true. 

His  father,  ravifhed  with  a 
kind  of  delight  in  thefe  happie 
prefages,  and  finding  as  the  child 
grewe  of  yeares,  by  a  watchful 
obfervance,  that  what  of  one 
fo  yong  could  be  promifed, 
was  like  enough  by  him  to  be 
performed.  The  firft  thing  he 
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took  care  of,  was  to  give  him  a 
breeding  femblable  to  thofe 
vertues  beginning  to  peepe  out 
and  appeare  in  the  verie  gemm 
and  budd  of  his  infancie,  fparing 
noe  coft  to  procure  him  the  bell 
inltruftors.  Manie  were  re¬ 
commended,  and  fewe  chofe, 
among  whom,  one  Edward 
Lewis,  a  gentleman  of  North 
Wales,  was  in  greateft  efteeme, 
and  gave  him  his  firft  entrance 
into  letters.  This  Lewis  was  a 
man  oi  a  readie  witt,  cleere 
judgment,  and  well  redd  in  the 
liberal!  fciences,  as  having  had 
molt  of  his  breeding  in  Italie,  in 
the  univerfitie  of  Padua,  the 
verie  fame  (as  is  fuppofed)  who 
was  afterwardes  fervant  and 
phyfitian  to  the  Lady  Elizabeth, 
queene  dowager  to  Edward  the 
Fourth;  and  ufed  as  a  fpeciall 
inftrument,  or  one  of  thofe  links 


in  that  chaine  which  drewe  on 
this  yong  pupil  ot  his,  to  fide 
with  Henrie,  Earle  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  againlt  Richard,  the  Ufur- 
per.  Nowe  while  Rice  ap 
Thomas’s  tutors  were  marking 
him  (as  it  is  in  the  French  pro¬ 
verb)  with  the  letter  A,  to  dif- 
tinguilh  him  from  inferiour 
metalls,  his  father  in  the 
meane  while  falls  into  an  hu¬ 
mour  of  travelling ;  not  but 
that  he  was  flayed  enough  and 
well  attempered,  but  becaufe  he 
could  nott  away  with  our  civill 
jarres  (nowe  at  the  hotefl), 
therefore  to  Burgundie  he  goes 
(as  you  heard  all  readie),  taking 
this  fonn  of  his  along  with  him, 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  talhions 
of  that  court,  at  that  time,  one 
of  the  bell  fchooles  in  Chriften- 
dome,  both  for  civill  deport¬ 
ment  and  warlick  dire&ion ;  to 


imitate  him  betimes  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  warr  (a  profeifion  his 
flarres  pointed  him  unto),  to 
prepare  and  arme  him  with  re- 
folution  againfl  thofe  difficulties 
and  rubbs,  he  was  to  fhoulder 
withall,  in  the  craggie  wayes  to 
honour,  noe  charges  being  fpared, 
noe  care  neglefled,  nothing 
omitted  that  might  make  him 
everie  way  trulie  accomplifhed. 
Rice  had  nott  long  continued  in 
this  fc  ho  ole,  but,  like  yong 
Scipio,  bredd  under  a  feduloufe 
father,  he  profited  foe  much, 
and  ripened  foe  faff,  that  through 
the  whole  armie  he  orewe  to  be 

O 

of  fpeciall  regard ;  the  gentle¬ 
men  and  the  gallanter  fort  ft  ill 
courting  him,  and  the  wifer  and  1 
graver  men  delighting  in  his 
converfation. 

One  time  Duke  Philip  taking 
a  view  of  his  armie,  he  fortuned 
to  find  yong  Rice  at  the  ma¬ 
nage,  and  obferving  the  grace- 
fulnefs  of  his  riding,  the  comeli- 
nefs  of  his  perfon.  and  the  fettled 
fobernefs  of  his  behaviour,  he 
fendes  for  Thomas  ap  Griffith, 
the  father,  whom  he  had  long 
knowne,  and  ever  highhe  fa¬ 
voured,  both  for  his  curtefie  and 
courageous  carriage,  on  all 
occafions ;  making  it  an  earned: 
fuite  unto  him  to  have  this 
young  gentleman,  his  fonn,  for 
his  fervant,  which  the  father 
yeelded  to*  though  with  much 
unwillingnefs,  fearing,  left  his 
intimacie  with  one  of  the  Duke’s 
blood,  being  once  difcovcred, 
mioht  turne  to  the  ruine  and 
deftru&ion  of  his  fonne,  whom 
he  fo  deerely  loved.  This  the 
Duke  obferving,  and  nott  know¬ 
ing  Thomas  ap  Griffith’s  fecrett 
reafon,  but  imputing  it  to  his 
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indulgencie  ;  “  Well,”  fays  he, 
“  courteous  Thomas  (lor  foe  the 
Duke  ever  called  him,  and  foe 
did  we  in  Wales,  ever  alter,  as 
long  as  he  lived,  which  laire 
addition  is,  at  this  day,  not 
quite  lorgotten),  I  fee  you  are 
loath  to  part  with  this  your 
jewell,  and  you  have  good 
caufe,  for  never,  in  all  my  lief, 
have  I  feen  a  more  hopeful  1 
gentleman  ;  but  nowe,  feeing  I 
may  call  him  mine,  by  your  free 
donation,  allure  yourfelf  he  (hall 
doe  noe  worfe  than  my  onlie 
fonne.”  And  foe  the  Duke 
placeth  him  with  the  Earle  of 
Charoloys,  where  he  was  with- 
all  grace  and  favour  verie  nobly 
entreated.  Within  a  'while 
after  the  Earle  finding;  him 

o 

capable  oi  emploiments  above 
his  yeares,  would  needes,  lor 
his  more  encouragement,  be- 
ftowe  on  him  a  troope  oi  horfe, 
which  he  modeftlie  reiufed, 
profeffing  his  ignorance  and 
want  oi  experience  to  undergoe 
foe  greate  a  charge  ;  that,  his 
care  fhould  be,  his  meritts 
might  ever  have  the  upper  hand 
of  his  emploimentes,  that  he 
would  never  doe  any  thing, 
eyther  privately  or  publicklie, 
that  exceeded  his  forces,  that 
for  the  prefent  he  would  think 
htmfelf  hiffhlie  advanced,  it  his 
Lordfhip  would  vouchfafe  him 
the  place  of  a  gentleman  in  his 
companie,  which,  according  to 
the  trail  repofed  in  him,  he  did 
nott  doubt  but  he  fhould  be  able 
to  discharge. 


The  Earle,  commending  the 
moderation  of  his  anfwere  and 
the  humblenefs  of  his  requell, 
prefentes  him  forthwith  with  a 
publique  horfe  and  admittes  him 
unto  pay,  lol lowing  him  in  his 
owne  wayes,  from  which  his 
lordlhipp  fawe  noe  reafon  to 
difagree.  And  nowe  young 
Rice  hginns  to  fhewe  what  met- 
tall  he  was  made  oi,  and  that  to 
be  in  continuall  abfion  was  his 
cheefe  delight ;  lor  he  was  ever 
eyther  praffifmg  oi  armes,  or 
playing  att  his  weapons,  run¬ 
ning,  wreflling,  riding,  fwim- 
ming,  walcking,  and  under¬ 
going  all  tbofe  rnilitarie  duties 
impofed  upon  him,  with  clieer- 
fullnefs  and  alacritie. 

Thus  continued  this  yong 
fparke  running  in  a  laire  even 
courfe,  till,  palling  through  all 
inferior  offices,  he  was  nowe 
climed  up  that  flep  as  gave  him 
the  title  of  a  captaine,  and  I  would 
the  earlie  upffart  captaines  *  of 
our  times  had  taken  a  leffon  out 
of  this  man’s  courfes  lor  their 
imitation,  and  fullered  their 
over-greedie  ambition  to  re- 
ceave  fome  fweete  allay  from 
that  wife  moderation  he  ufed  in 
all  his  proceedings  ;  foe  had 
our  late  expeditions  bum  better 
ordered,  and  more  braveiie  per¬ 
formed,  and  nott  protefledagainft 
upon  our  exchanges  for  their 
infufficien.cie,  to  the  difhonourof 
our  nation ;  but  this  nofe  muff 
nott  be  wrung  and  wiped  too 
hard,  ne  fan  guts  ehciatur .  As 
Rice  ap  Thomas  was  hitherunto 


*  The  writer  here  levells  a  very  juft  fatyr  at  the  many  ill-conccrted,  and  as  badly 
profecuted  expeditions,  which  marked  the  reign  of  James  the  firit,  and  the  admini- 
fkration  of  his  favourite  Buckingham. 


bred 
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bred  up  in  courte  and  campe, 
under  the  heft  tutors  in  the 
fehoole  of  obedience  and  vertue ; 
all  began  heediullie  to  eye  him, 
and  expending  what  fruit  this  to- 
wardlineffe  ot  his  would  bring 
forth,  and  anxious  to  lee  what 
he  would  write  on  the  other  fide 
©ftheleafe;  neyther  were  they 
foe  eager,  as  he  forward  to  give 
the  lowdeft  teftimonie  to  the 
world  of  his  proficience  in  the 
proleffion  ot  armes,  feeking  out 
all'occafions  that  might  advance 
him  to  the  higheft  pitch  ot  glo- 
rie.  Butt  while  menn  were  in 
the  heate  ot  expedlancie,  fortune, 
fearing  leaf!  the  wheele  of  Rice 
his  fame  fhould  make  away  too 
fall,  comes  nowe  with  her  trig¬ 
ger,  to  ftopp  the  fwiftnefs  of  the 
motion,  foe  that  for  the  prefent 
all  thofe  brave  aftions  he  was 
like  to  have  undertaken  receav’d 
a  checke,  for  his  father  having 
trodd  awry  f  as  I  have  hinted  be¬ 
fore),  and  the  bufineffe  nott  able 
anie  longer  to  be  cencealed,  both 
fattier  and  fonne  were  forc’d  to 
fly,  and  to  make  a  faire  retreate 
to  their  own  home,  leaving Rur- 
gundie,  as  a  ground  where  on 
their  valour  was  nott  ordain’d  to 
take  roote. 

2.  Nott  long  after  their  re- 
turne  Thomas  ap  Griffith  the 


father,  and  Morgan  and  David 

his  two  eldeft  fonnes,  being  un- 

fortunatelie  cuttoffbv  untimelie 

✓ 

death,  yong  Rice  ap  Thomas,  as 
heire  of  right,  polfefs’d  himfelf 
of  all  their  fortunes,  for  the  right 
management  whereof  as  likewife 
for  his  farther  guidance  in  the 
affaires  of  the  world,  eyther  in 
peace  or  warr,  at  home  or 
abroad;  he  at  his  verie  firft  en¬ 
trance  gave  a  moll  affur’d  teftl- 
monie  both  of  his  wifdome  and 
difcreate  moderation  in  the 
choice  of  his  companions,  to 
whole  grave  counfells  he  had  re- 
courfe,  which  ever  made  him 
walk  fecure  and  free  from  the 
ftroak  of  thunder.  The  chief- 
eft  of  them  I  find  to  bee  *Jolm 
Bifhopp  of  St.  Davids,  a  learned, 
grave,  and  reverend  prelate  ;b 
Robert,  Abbott  of  T alley,  and 
John,  Prior  of  Carmarthen,  two 
found  politicians,  and  both  well 
feene  in  ftate  affaires;  Morgan 
of  Kidwelly,  a  man  deeplie  read 
in  the  common  lawes  of  the 
Realme  ;  Richard  Griffith,  and 
iArnold  Butler,  two  ancient 
captaines,  verie  famous  in  thofe 
partes  for  their  (kill  in  fouldierie; 
and  Robin  of  the  Dale,  a  pro¬ 
found  aftrologer,  and  a  notable 
prophett,  one,  on  whole  layings 
young  Rice  repos’d  much  con- 


*  I  apprehend  the  writer  tnuft  be  miftaken  here,  refpe&ing  the  name  of  the  Bifhop 
of  St.  Davids;  there  was  a  bifhop  of  that  fee  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  6th,  named 
John  Delabere,  but  who  was,  1  prefume,  dead  before  the  period  here  rd  err'd  to,  one 
Robert  Tully  filling  the  fee  in  the  latter  years  of  Edward,  and  John,  Morgan  bifhop 
of  that  fee  (whom  he,  farther  on,  refers  to  by  his  furname)  not  having  acceeded  to  it 


till  the  year  15C3. 

f  Robert  ap  Gwillim,  Harry  ap  Jevan  Gwyg  of  Mydhifinych,  by  whofe  filler 
Gwellian,  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas  had  illegitimate  ifiue  five  daughters,  and  as  many  lot  s- 

i  A  defendant  of  Sir  Arnold  Butler  of  Dunnaver  Cattle  in  Glamorganshire,  (by 
the  gift  of  Wm.  de  Londres,  one  of  the  twelve  Norman  Knights,  who  poildAd  them- 
fdvts  of  that  country)  whofe  immediate  anceftor  John  Butler  came  into  I  embioke- 
flurc,  and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  fole-hcirefs  of  Philip  Percival,  of  Coed- 
gtntlais,  where  his  poflerity  remained  fohniany  years.  fidcnce 
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fidence,  as  being  with  the  reft  of 
thofe  blinder  times,  fomewhat 
too  farr  tranfported  that  way. 
Having  nowe  made  choice  of 
fuch  friendes,  and  they,  on  the 
other  fide,  thinking  themfelves 
bound,  by  the  confidence  he  had 
icpofed  in  them,  to  returne  him 
femblable  faith  and  a  flu  ranee  of 
their  love,  buckled  themfelves 
flronglie  to  him,  and  furnifli’d 
him  with  the  wifeft  counfels,  to 
make  him  trulie  capable  of  thole 
ornamentes  due  to  his  highe  de- 
fervinges.  Upon  the  firft  con- 
fultation  had  betweene  thefe 
grave  and  wife  gentlemen  touch¬ 
ing;  the  advancing  this  brave 
yang  ipiritt  m  tne  wav  or  ho¬ 
nour,  they  mett  with  on  manie 
rub’bs>  which  flood  in  oppofition 
to  their  defignes,  chieflie  occa¬ 
sioned  by  reafon  ol  that  long  and 
deadlie  feud  betweene  his  father 
and  Henrie  ap  Gwillim,  the 
chief  of  court,  Henrie,  a  man  of 
ancient  nobilitie,  and  great e  in 
power  :  to  remove  which  obfta- 
cle,  and  quite  to  putt  out  the 
line  that  for  many  yeares  had  ra¬ 
ged  and  almoft  devoured  both 
their  houfes,  a  motion  is  made 
for  the  conclufion  of  a  marriage 
betweene  the  faid  Rice  and  Eva, 
one  of  the  co-heirefles  of  the 
aforefaid  Henrie,  a  thing  willing- 
lie  condefcended  unto  by  both 
parties;  a  happie  match,  by 
which  there  came  to  Rice  a 
flrong  and  mightie  alliance,  and 
a  fortune,  if  nott  equall,  yett  nott 
much  inferiour  to  his  owne, 
which  gave  him  a  more  wide 
fupport,  and  enabled  him  nowe 
with  both  wmp'ps.  f whereas  be¬ 
fore,  we  may  fay,  he  had  but  one) 
to  goon  in  his  night  to  the  hill  of 

o  o 
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honour.  And  nowe  having  got¬ 
ten  him  to  wief  a  woman  of  ho¬ 
norable  birth  and  virtues  anfwer- 
able,  it  concern’d  him  in  the 
next  place  to  take  care  of  his 
familie,  and  to  fettle  his  houfe  in 
order,  a  thing  which  in  fhort 
time  by  the  labourioufe  endea¬ 
vours  of  his  friendes,  and  the 
well  made  choice  of  his  officers, 
he  foe  trulie  accompliffi’d,  that 
the  gentrie  did  continuallie  flock 
thither  as  to  feme  academie,  for 
their  civil  1  nurture  and  educa¬ 
tion,  by  which  meanes  his  houfe 
was  foe  much  frequented,  and  he 
foe  well  attended,  that  wherever 
he  came  in  refpedf  of  the  great  - 
nelfe  ofhistraine,  he  bare  ffiewe 
rather  of  a  prince  than  a  private 
fubjeft ;  and  though  this  drewe 
him  to  an  extraordinarie  ex¬ 
pence,  yett  hee  ever  held  the 
reynes  in  his  owne  handes,  mo- 
deratelie  and  wifelie  reftrayning 
himfelf  within  the  limitts  of  his 
yearlie  revenues,  his  difpofition 
ever  inclining  to  frugal  1  courfes, 
and  to  the  looking  narrowhe  in¬ 
to  his  ceconomical  affaires,  and 
the  contradhng  his  domeftic 
charge,  wherein  he  ufed  fo  wa¬ 
ne  a  proceeding,  that,  as  his 
judgment  and  moderation  were 
everie  day  more  and  more  ap¬ 
plauded,  foe  his  hofpitalitie  noe 
way  abated  or  diminiffied,  (hew¬ 
ing  us  the  middle  way,  betweene 
bafe  avarice  and  vitioufe  prodi- 
galitie.  For  his  apparell  fer- 
vant.es  and  diett  (the  three  mo  ft 
confiderable  thinges  in  houehold 
government)  he  wifelie  propor¬ 
tion’d  himfelf  after  thisr'manner: 
he  never  wore  garment  at  home 
(for  abroad  and  in  the  warres, 
you  mud  know  he  was  ever  ex 

capfuld 
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capful  a  totus ,  verie  rich  and 
fumptuoufe )  but  was  cneape  and 
homelie ;  proper  for  the  time, 
nott  greatlie  diffinguifhing  him 
from  his  other  followers  ;  in  the 
keeping  and  wearing  ol  which 
there  needed  noe  greate  care  to 
be  had  or  taken,  eyther  by  fer- 
vant  or  mailer.  As  touching  his 
fervantes,  they  were  nott  loe 
manie  in  number,  as  they  were 
ferviceable  in  their  condition. 
And  as  for  his  diett,  it  was  ney- 
ther  cod  lie  nor  fparing,  nor 
fetched  from  farr.  And  thus 
having  fettled  and  order'd  his 
affaires  at  home,  and  taking  care 
for  able  miniffers,  wheather  be 
were  abfent  or  prefent  to  ma¬ 
nage  his  fortunes,  foe  that  for 
his  owne  little  private  common- 
weale  he  neede  take  no  further 
thought.  He  betooke  himfelf 
thenceforth  whollie  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  publique,  refil¬ 
ling  noe  paine  or  labour  lor  the 
reducing;  of  his  countriemen  to 
civilitie  and  good  order,  wnom 
he  perceaved  (like  others  in  all 
partes  of  this  kingdome)  to  be 
growne  rough  and  unrulie,  by 
reafon  of  the  long  continued  in- 
teffine  garboiles  within  this  land, 
which  are  wont,  whereever  they 
lay  their  rude  handes,  to  coun- 
found  and  perverte  both  lawe, 
learning,  and  all  good  manners. 
To  reform e  therefore  all  abufes, 
and  to  bring  things  againe  to  a 
fettled  government,  two  wayes 
weare  thought  of  as  moft  con¬ 
venient,  the  one  by  religion,  the 
other  by  converfation.  As  for 
religion,  which  during  those  ci- 
vill  warrs  was  forc'd  to  flie  to 
fome  defarte  place,  leaving  ney- 
ther  fandfitie  nor  innocence,  nor 


faith  nor  juffice  behind  her,  he 
made  it  his  mafferpiece,  calling 
to  his  affiffance  the  good  and  wife 
bifnop  of  St.  Davids  to  recall 
both  her  and  her  vertuoufe  com¬ 
panions  againe,  and  foe  toreftore 
them  to  their  priflinate  ftate  and 
glorie  ;  and  to  winn  them  more 
willinglie  to  returne,  a  ftridl  fur- 
vey  is  taken  of  ail  the  churches 
in  the  diocefe,  for  the  furnilh- 
ing  of  which  with  fulhcient  and 
able  miniffers,  they  omitted  noe 
circumfpedfion,  and  when  there 
wanted  meanes  for  anie  one  of 
them  to  difcharge  his  fun&ion, 
there  was  provifion  made  by  the 
willing  contribution  of  their 
friendes,  to  enable  him  to  wade 
through  his  charge,  foe  that  m 
their  time,  religion  may  be  faid 
to  be  of  a  more  flourifhing 
grouth  then  had  binn  knowne 
for  manie  ages  before  :  And  be- 
caufe  by  converfation  familiari- 
tie  is  encreas’d,  and  curtefie  en¬ 
gender'd,  and  amitie  continued, 
they,  in  imitation  of  the  antient 
law-makers,  inftituted  certaine 
feftivall  dayes,  to  the  end  that 
men  Ihould  aflemble  together  to 
entertaine  publike  fportes,  and 
places  of  meetings  weare  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  fummer-houfes 
eredled,  where  the  women  with 
dancing,  and  other  allowable  re¬ 
creations,  palfed  the  time,  and 
the  men  exercifed  all  manlie  ac¬ 
tions,  as  running,  quoiting,  lep- 
ping,  w refiling,  and  the  like; 
among  whom  this  youg  Rice 
ever  made  one,  nott  refufing 
fometimes  to  decline  his  gravitie 
and  to  dance  among  his  neigh¬ 
bours,  but  that  was  feldome,  and 
then  too  with  a  decent  and  corn- 
lie  behaviour*  And  this  man¬ 
ner 
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ner  of  proceeding  to  civilize  the 
people  was  not  his  owne  inven¬ 
tion,  hot  grounded  (as  it  feemes) 
on  that  old  inftitution  of  Numa 
Pompilius,  who  finding  the  Ro¬ 
mans  at  his  coming  to  the  king- 
dome  to  be  both  proud,  fierce 
?md  cruell,  could  thinke  of  noe 
better  way  to  lenity  and  allay 
their  ftomackes  quam  ludis  c.c 
ekoreis  plurima.  grav'ate  &  ur- 
bamtate  conditis.  Semblable  to 
thefe  as  I  take  it,  were  our  paga- 
nalls  or  country  feafls  fir  ft  in- 

J 

ftkuted,  and  noweagaine  revived 
by  theappointmente  and  inftruc- 
tions  of  our  *  gracioufe  fove- 
reigne,  and  our  fummer-houfes, 
and  may-poles  erected,  and 
church-ales  frequented,  which 
eertainlie  mav  ferve  to  good  ufe 

_  j  w  O  # 

it  executed  according  to  his  ma- 
jeftie’s  true  intention. 

Now  you  muff  underhand, 
though  Edward  the  4th.  in  his 
later  dayes  gave  himfelf  up 
wholie  to  his  pleafure  and  repofe, 
yong  Rice  wifelie  forcfaw(as  up¬ 
on  everie  {hi  ft  of  princes  mo  ft 
commonlie  it  falls  out)  there 
might  happen  an  alteration  in  the 
ftate,  and  therefore  made  his 
preparations,  as  if  an  enemie  had 
binn  at  his  door.  Richard  Grif¬ 
fith  and  Arnold  Butler  men  of 
approv’d  knowledge  and  {kill  in 
fouldierie,  were  the  chcefeft  he 
made  ufe  of  to  traine  up  the  yong 
gentlemen,  and  all  others  of  the 
better  forte,  according  to  the  true 
militarie  difeipline  of  thofe  times, 
in  which  they  emploid  much  la¬ 


bour,  accuftoming  them  aaylie 
(as  if  they  had  been  in  field)  to 
the  hardeft  duties  of  a  foldieiy 
which  at  the  firft  feem’d  harfh 
and  unpleafant  to  them,  being  in 
former  times  bredd  but  to  a  tu- 
multuarie  kind  of  fighting  with 
hookes,  pronges  and  glaives, 
without  anie  order  or  method, 
but  when  once  they  had  attayn- 
ed  to  fome  in  fight  in  that  noble 
fcience,  it  is  find  they  tooke  foe 
much  pleafure  therein,  that 
fcarfe  they  afforded  their  leaders, 
anie  time  of  reft,  and  gentlemen 
often  had  their  fett  meetinges 
where  they  difeourfed  mod.  com¬ 
monlie  of  nothing  elfe  butt  for¬ 
tifications,  entrenchments,  and 
the  ordering  of  battles,  as  if  by 
way  of  divination  they  forefaw 
there  would, ere  long,  be  fome  ufe 

1  ,  p  3 

01  the  art,  of  which  they  held  it 
a  difhonour  to  be  anie  way  ig¬ 
norant,  ney  ther  indeed  were  they, 
as  the  meaneft  m  the  company 
for  a  (hi ft,  could  have  difehar’d. 
the  office  of  a  captaine,  which 
gave  occafion  (as  I  take  it)  of 
that  old  faid  faw,  that  when  Rice. 
ap  Thomas  went  to  Bofworth 
field,  there  followed  him  as  manie 
captaines  as  foldiers,  that  is,  men 
as  able  to  direct  as  toexecute :  and 
alluding  to  this,  I  heard  a  greate 
privie  counfellor  of  this  king- 
dome  once  fay,  that  he  thought 
in  Rice  ap  "1  homas  his  time 
more  able  and  expert  command¬ 
ers  might  have  been  chofen  out 
of  Wales  alone  than  nowe  (woe 
worth  the  while)  through  this 


*  James  the  ift.  whole  declaration,  as  printed  in  the  year  1618,  this  paragraph  oc¬ 
curs — u  And  as  for  our  good  peoples  lawful  recreation,  our  pleafure  likewife  is, 
that  after  the  ende  of  divine  fervice  our  good  people  be  not  difturbed,  letted  or  clif- 
■  couraged,  from  any  lawful  recreation,  fuch  as  dancing,  either  men  or  women,  archery, 
f  or  men  leaping,  vaulting,  or  any  fuch  harmkfs  recreations,  nor  from  having  of  May 
games,  Whitfun-ales,  and  Morris-dancers,  ana  the  letting  up  of  May-poles,  &c. 

•  *  whole 
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whole  land — butt  to  procedde  : 
the  care  which  yong  Rice  daylie 
ihew’d  of  the  publique  good  and 
benefit  redownding  to  ail  by  this 
care,  worm  him  more  and  more 
ground  in  the  hartes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  loe  that  he  began  to  carrie 
all  cleere  before  him,  eyerie  man 
ftrivinsf  with  a  friend! ie  emula- 
tion  to  make  a  neerer  approach 
to  his  favour,  and  to  ingratiate 
themfelves  the  more  they'  were 
defirous  to  hold  fomething  or 
other  under  him,  tying  them¬ 
felves  thereby  with  lief  and  for¬ 
tune  ever  to  be  at  his  command, 
which,  when  he  once  affuredlie 
found,  he  fell  upon  a  fine  devife 
and  politic ke  way  to  endeere  and 
faffen  his  countriemen  unto  him, 
which  was  to  turne  all  fuch 
landes  as  he  had  in  demefnes,  in¬ 
to  horfe  races,  as  that  of  *  Ca- 
rewe,  Narberth,  Emlyn,  Aber- 
marlais,  Wibley  or  of  other  his 
greate  houfes,  and  as  they  in¬ 
creas'd  he  would  bedowe  on  this 
and  that  man  a  horfe,  by  which 
meanes  drawing  inn  thofe  of  the 
bed  abilities  in  all  the  adjacent 
counties,  he  t.yed  them  Ifronglie 
to  their  former  proffers,  foe  that 
nowe,  with  the  help  of  his  te¬ 
nants  (which  I  find  upon  hrecord 


to  be  betweene  eighteen  or  nine¬ 
teen  hundred,  and  all  of  them 
bound  by  their  leafes  to  be  rea- 
die  with  a  horfe  when  he  call'd 
upon  them),  he  was  by  report 
able  to  bring  into  the  field  foure 
or  five  thoufand  horfe,  upon  a 
verie  fhorte  fummons,  which 
popularitie  of  his,  had  it  hap¬ 
pen'd  in  the  time  of  a  jealoufc 
and  unbragioufe  prince,  might 
eafilie  have  wrought  his  confu- 
fion  ;  but  Edward  the  qth.  being 
well  affur’d  of  the  loiall  inten¬ 
tions  of  his  hart,  thought  himfelf 
happiein  the  ftrength  of  foe  pow¬ 
erful  1  a  fubjeft,  neyther  did  the 
people  fuffer  their  defires  here  to 
red ;  (as  if  nott  to  goe  forward 
in  love  were  to  goe  backward) 
for  as  he  gave  them  horfes,  foe 
they  gave  him  certain  t  patches 
of  land  within  their  edates,  and 
that  at  their  verie  doores  (as  if 
in  feme  doting  or  roving  hu¬ 
mour  they  intended  to  ere6i  fome 
newe  tenure  to  envaffell  them¬ 
felves  unto  him)  and  this  they 
did  nott  onlieforhis  countenance 
and  protefilion,  butt  to  exprefs 
like  wife  the  intered  he  had  in 
their  hartes  to  love  him,  handes 
to  fight  for  him,  and  in  their  for¬ 
tunes  to  fupplie  all  his  occafi- 


*  Carew  Cattle  is  fituated  on  a  branch  of  the  harbour  of  Milford,  in  a  rich  beau¬ 
tiful  country,  the  ruins  of  which  at  this  day  exhibit  a  magnificent  appearance  ;  Sir 
Riceap  Thomas,  was  at  the  time  referr’d  to  above,  mortgagee  in  poffcfion  of  it,  and 
made  it  his  favourite  refidence  for  many  years,  as  is  evident  from  the  fumptuous  ad¬ 
ditions  he  made  to  that  noble  fabrick,  particularly  the  bow-window  front  :  tb  s  caf- 
tle  is  memorable  for  the  celebration  of  a  tilt  and  tournement  folemnly  held  there,  by 
fir  Rice,  being  the  only  regular  exhibition  of  this  kind  on  record  in  the  principality; 
an  account  of  which,  will  be  given  at  large  in  this  hillory. 

f  Vid.  Pvecord  :  Dorn  :  Regis,  in  Thefauro  Receptoris,  Scaccarii  fui,  fub  Cuftodia 
Dom  :  Thefauror  :  &  Camerar  :  remanent. 

t  And  this  perhaps  may  account  for  the  otherwife  very  unaccountable  mixture  of 
property,  particularly  in  the  counties  of  Carmarthen,  Pembroke  and  Cardigan  at  this 
clay,  where  it  is  common  to  find  halt  an  acre,  or  an  acre  ot  land,  in  the  midic  of  a  iai  ge 
trail  of  contiguous  property,  belonging  to  a  perfon  having  no  other  land  but  that, 
within  feveral  milts  ot  it. 

OilS, 
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©ns,  for  confirmation  of  which 
traditional  report,  we  find  by  an 
inquifition  of  this  eftate,  taken 
in  the  23d  of  Henry  8th.,  it  did 
appeare  that  this  Rice  left  to  his 
heue,  twelve  hundred  pound 
land  a  yeare  old  rent  of  affize, 
and  upward,  all  which,  fave  on- 
lie  his  cafrles  and  mannors,  and 
the  demefnes  belonging  unto 
them,  was  difperfed  here  and 
there  over  all  South  Wales,  in 
quilletts  and  fmall  tenements, 
and  at  this  day  the  modicum  left 
of  that  greate  eftate,  is  thus  fcat- 
terr’d  up  and  downe  in  feveral 
places,  fewe  or  none  of  thole  te¬ 
nements  being  conterminant  each 
with  the  other. 

Nowe  in  this  foe  profperous 
a  condition,  and  in  this  height  of 
felicitie,  it  had  binn  no  newe 
thing,  if  thisyong  Rice,  together 
with  his  fortunes,  had  rays’d  his 
cogitations  above  thelowlie  orbe 
of  a  fubjefil,  and  foe  to  have 
forgotten  the  dutie  and  allegi¬ 
ance  due  to  his  fovereigne,  but 
foe  well  did  he  compofe  his  fpi- 
ritt,  and  foe  trulie  fitt  his  fade  to 
his  boate,  that  noe  puffe  of  great- 
iieffe,  or  vaine  flafh  of  popular 
applaufe,  could  at  any  hand  oer- 
turne  him,  being  built  up,  even 
from  his  verie  cradle,  with  the 
pure  materialls  of  honour  and 
honeftie,  his  thoughts  ever  aym- 
ing  at  greatnefs  for  good  erules, 
to  ferve  his  king  and  countrie, 
and  to  preferve  the  reputation  of 
his  houle  and  familie.  Yett  riot- 
withftanding  we  may  nott  ima¬ 
gine  him  foe  ftupid  and  fenfe- 
leffeas  not  to  feel  the  favourable 
gale  of  his  happie  fortune,  or 
refufe  foinetimes  to  be  tickled 
with  the  muficall  acclamations 


of  the  manie,  only  thus  much 
we  may  gather  by  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  lief,  that  he  never 
did  put  anie  confidence  in  thofe 
fickle  and  Oipperie  commodities, 
for  proofe  whereof  I  heard  Doc¬ 
tor  Baylie,  Bifihop  of  Bangor, 
my  verie  noble  friend,  once  in 
a  fermon  fpeaking  of  privadoes 
and  minions  to  princes,  and  then 
oi  your  demagoge  popular  men, 
fuch  as  are  darlings  of  the  multi¬ 
tude,  give  inftance  of  young  Rice, 
for  one  of  the  rnoft  generall  be- 
lov’d  men,  and  of  greateft  autho¬ 
rise  that  ever  was  in  Wales,  and 
yett  never  anie  man  (in  Ihewe) 
more  neglected  and  ieffe  ftudied  to 
winn  in  the  people  a  love  and 
obfervance  of  him  then  he  did  ; 
for  he,  by  a  rigid  and  fevere  way 
of  proceeding,  enforc’d  them  to 
refigrie  unto  him  the  full  intereft 
of  their  hartes  ;  nay,  fome  will 
not  fticke  to  fay,  that  when  he 
came  to  hold  place  of  authoritie 
under  Henrie  the  7th,  and  Hen- 
rie  the  8th,  he  grewe  cruell  in 
his  charge.  Severe  he  might 
well  be,  for  feverite  we  know, 
is  proximum  jujhtuz  bonum. 
And  as  he  was  fevere,  foe, 
when  he  had  donn  his  dutie, 
and  laid  afide  his  authoritie,  he 
was  affable  and  courteous  with¬ 
al  1,  carrying  himfelf  fo  equall 
betweene,  that  neyther  his  cour¬ 
teous  behaviour  weaken’d  the 
reverence  due  to  his  perfon,  nor 
his  feveritie  the  love,  a  thing 
rarely  to  be  feene.  I  doe  not 
doubt  butt  he  was  well  read  in 
the  difpofition  of  his  countrie- 
men,  as  being  by  nature  a  peo¬ 
ple  rather  enclin’d  to  libertie 
then  fervitude,  and  therefore 
forc’d  to  hold  a  hard  hand  over 

them. 
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them.  By  this  newefound  way 
of  popularitie  he  was  now 
growne  to  fuch  a  height.*  as 
higher  he  could  not  goe  in  the 
efteeme  of  the  people,  foe  that 
hereupon  prefentlie  they  gave 
him  the  furname  of  Create,  cal¬ 
ling  him  ever  after  the  Greate 
Rice  of  Wales.  ’Twas  a  bold 
hyperbole  of  that  *proud  Bard, 
when  thus  he  fun?  ol  him 

o 

Y  Brenin  biau’r  ynys 
Ond  (y  o  ran  i  Syr  Rys. 

Which  thus  may  be  Eng- 
lifhed. 

All  the  Kingdome  is  the  Kings, 

Save  where  Rice  doth  fpredd  his  wings. 

The  poett  tells  us  a  lye,  that 
thereby  we  may  attayne  unto 
the  truth.  He  affirmes  yong 
Rice  to  be  greater  than  he  '  was, 
to  the  end  we  fhould  beleeve 
how  greate  he  was.  Pqetts  and 
hiftoriographers  take  to  them- 
felvesfometimes  fuperlative  pre¬ 
rogatives  ;  and  in  that  age,  among 
us,  our  Bardes  efpeciallie,  were 
too  excefiive,  as  if  they  had  libertie 
to  think  what  they  would,  and  to 
fay  what  they  thought.  Yett  I 
find  that  this  Greate  Rice  (fee 
Till  the  faithfulnefs  and  loyalty 
of  his  hart)  did  question  the  lief 
of  his  poete  for  the  pride  and 
arrogancie  of  his  perfidioufe 
rithmes  :who,  coming  to  his  trial  1 
flood  upon  his  juffification,  and 
faid  they  were  all  miflaken  for 
my  wordes,  faid  he  were  thefe. 

#  *  i  ^  v  . 

Y  Brenin  biau’r  ynys, 

A  chyriau  Fraink,  a  chorf  Rys. 

t  * 

Which  may  be  thus  trans¬ 
lated  : 


Which  fudden  and  quick  in¬ 
vention  fav’d  his  lief,  and  loe  he 
was  difmiffed ;  young  Rice 
being  glad  of  anie  occasion  to 
fave  his  beloved  Bard.  And 
thus  you  have  a  true  relation  of 
G  reate  Rice,  his  depoi  ment, 
both  in  his  owne  private,  as  well 
as  in  the  publique,  during  lie 
laft  tenn  yeares  of  King  Ed- 
wardes  reigne ;  we  (hall  next 
proceed  to  the  time  of  'hat 
bloodie  ufurper  Richard,  agar  ft 
whom  he  feemcs  to  be  the  man 
ordained  by  divine  providence 
to  throwe  the  firft  ft  one,  and  to 
open  the  gate  to  that  monfter’s 
deftruftion. 

(1)  The  Duke  of  Bur k'ngkam 
and  the  Bifhop  of  Ely ,  con- 
fult  att  Brecknock ,  and  there 
lay  the  Plot  for  R  chard  the 
Ufurper  s  definition.  (2) 
An  old  Quarr el  reconciled  be - 
tweene  the  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  and  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas . 
(3)  Morgan  of  Kidwelly  un¬ 
dertakes  to  ufe  his  utmojl 
endeavour  to  dr  awe  Rice  ap 
Thomas  into  the  confederacie * 

( 1 )  Maorke  the  ill  fuccefs  of  a 
ftolne  crowne,  poore  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward  was  robb’d  of  his ;  and  heere 
the  thieves  begin  to  wrangle. 
Whentheeves  fall  out,  true  men, 
wee  fay,  have  hope  to  recover 
their  goodes.  The  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  of  late  theufurpers 
coadjutor  in  all  ungodlie  prac¬ 
tizes,  is  now  become  his  monall 
ennimie,whoe  could  expeft  lefle  ? 
A£fors  in  Villainie  never  love 


Rys  Nanmor  ai  Kant. 
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themfelves ;  fuch  they  ware  : 
fellowes  they  might  well  be 
called,  friendes  they  could  be 
at  noe  hand.  This  Duke,  ano¬ 
ther  Caius  Julius  Vindex,  firb 
birred  the  bone,  which  rowl- 
ing  along  tumbled  the  traytour 
out  of  his  feate.  Hee,  together 
with  the  wife  advife  of  the  Bi- 
brop  of  Ely,  hammered  out  and 
layed  the  groundwork  of  a  mob 
•glorioufe  edifice.  For  the  corner 
bone,  when  the  Duke’s  owne 
title  failed  him,  (lor  you  mull 
know  he  looked  afquint  fome- 
times  that'  way  himfelf)  Henrie, 
Earle  of  Richmond,  as  mob 
worthie,  was  held  the  fitted  man, 
being  next  of  blood  on  the  Lan- 
cabrian  fide,  for  brengthening 
of  which  might,  and  taking  away 
all  of  all  fcruple,  they  held  it 
mob  fafe,  to  make  overture  of 
a  match  betwixt  the  fayd  Earl 
and  the  Ladie  Elizabeth,  eldeb 
daughter  to  Edward  the  Fourth, 
nowe  next  heire  ol  the  houfe  oi 
York.  The  firb  admitted  to 
.  this  confultation,  was,  Reginald 
Brag,  to  whom  this  fecrett  was 
no  fooner  difclofed,  than  he  un¬ 
dertook,  with  all  faith,  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  fame  to  his  mibrefse 
the  Counteffe  of  Richmond. 
Long  it  remayned  not  with  her 
before  bie  made  Doftor  Lewis 
partaker  of  the  counfell.  This 
Lewis  was  an  a&ive  birring  man, 
of  brong  abilities,  by  profedion 
a  Phyfician,  and  therefore  under 
colour  of  his  art  often  ufed  in 
fecrett  conferences.  Him  ol  all 
others  theCounteffe  made  choice, 
both  for  his  fidelitie  and  found- 
nefie  ol  judgment,  as  likewife 
(in  refpefif  ol  his  proiefiion)  the 
fitted  miniber  to  pabe  up  and 


downe  with  private  paffages  frorfo 
partie  to  partie,  without  fuipi- 
tion,  as  a  mediatour  betwixt 
herfelf  and  the  Queen  Dowager, 
touching  the  accoupling  her 
forme  in  marriage  with  the  La¬ 
die  Elizabeth ;  which  employ¬ 
ment  the  Doftor  laithlullie  dif- 
charged,  to  the  full  contentation 
of  both  parties.  After  this  ma- 
nie  weredrawne  in  andinterebed 
in  the  caufe,  till  they  had  finilhed 
a  chaine,  foe  brong,  that  neyther 
the  fubtle  prankes  of  theufurper, 
ne  yett  his  bitter  tlireatts  and 
loud  fulminations  weare  ever 
able  to  dibolve  or  breake  afun- 
der.  The  maine  doubt  nowe 
remayning  which  puzled  their 
counfells,  was  to  defigne  a  place 
for  the  Earle  Henrie  Ins  landing. 
In  England  it  was  not  fafe,  in 
Wales  it  was  impoffible;  unleffe 
greate  Rice  and  Herbert,  men 
rriightie  for  power  and  com- 
maunderie  in  thofe  partes,  could 
be  wrought  upon  to  efpoufe  the 
caufe.  Milford  Haven  was 
held  mob  commodioufe  for  the 
Earl’s  firb  footing,-  a  place 
where,  in  a  manner,  Riceap  Tho¬ 
mas  was  growne  abfolute,  encir¬ 
cling  all  with  the  widenefs  of  his 
power;  it  was  then  refolved, 
that  if  the  faid  Rice  could  be 
tampered  withall,  the  day  were 
half  wonn. 

(U)  At  this  time  you  mub 
knowe,  there  was  a  deadlie  quar- 
rell  betweene  the  Duke  ol  Buck¬ 
ingham  and  Rice  ap  Thomas, 
and  both  flowne  to  foe  high  a 
pitch  of  defiance,  as  that  the 
Duke  feme  fewe  dayes  before, 
had  fent  him  a  cartell,  threatning 
him  withall,  in  a  loltie  and  arro¬ 
gant  language,  to  come  and  cud- 
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gel!  him  out  of  his  caflle  of  Car¬ 
marthen  ;  if  foe  be,  that  fome 
fpecdy  fatisfa&iori  weare  not  gi¬ 
ven  his  Lordlhipp  for  injuries 
receaved,  to  whom  Rice  ap  Tho¬ 
mas  in  a  manner  floute  enough, 
tho’  fomewhat  better  feafon’d 
with  curtefie  (a  virtue  inherited 
by  him  from  his  father,  who 
never  was  rough  and  boyfterous, 
fave  when  his  fword  was  out), 
made  anfweare  ;  that  the  waves 
being  mountaynous  and  craggie, 
his  Grace  might  fpare  the  la¬ 
bour  ;  for  that  hee  intended 
in  perfon  fhortlie  to  attend  his 
Lordfhip  at  Brecknock;  there 
to  receave  his  commandes,  inti¬ 
mating  thereby,  that  he  doubted 
nott  with  the  affiffance  of  the 
Vaughans'*  and  the  Gamest 
(two  noble  families  then  fwaying 
thofe  countries)  together  with 
his  other  faff  friends,  to  be  able 
to  mate  the  Duke  at  his  owne 
doores,  and  foe  he  was  indeede: 
the  Duke  cnlie  having  a  bare 
authorise  of  commaunding  their 
perfons  and  nott  their  affe&ions, 
the  other  with  their  unanime 
confent  having  the  difpofall  of 
their  perfons,  fortunes,  lives,  and 
all. 

Thes  two  roaring  lions  (fitt 
pillars  to  fupport  the  greate 
worke  nowe  in  hand)  thus  in 
heate  of  blood,  and  fpurlCd  on 
in  the  way  of  revenge,  did  un- 
juftlie  di  (hearten  the  confe¬ 
derates  infoemuch,  as  in  all 
likelihood  this  hitherunto  well 
erecled  building  was  neere  to 
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fall  afunder,  if  foe,  a  feme  re¬ 
conciliation  weare  not  made  pre- 
fentlie  betweene  them.  Where¬ 
upon  newe  counfells  were  ta¬ 
ken,  and  Dofeor  Lewis,  a  Welch¬ 
man  borne,  and  once  a  Tutor 
to  Rice  ap  Thomas  in  his  youn¬ 
ger  dayes,  thought  the  ableft  and 
moff.  convenient  meffenger  to  be 
employed  on  fuch  a  piece  of 
fervice.  The  Dofeor  glad  of 
anie  occafion  to  effurther  the  en- 
terprize  afoote,  undertake  to  ufe 
his  beff  endevours  in  that  behalf, 
and  for  that  purpofe  made  a 
journey  into  Wales,  to  the  faid 
Rice,  lying  then  at  his  Caflle  of 
Abermarlais ;  where  he  found 
him  readie  to  fhape  his  ccurfe 
for  Brecknock,  there  to  putt  that 
old  inventerate  difference  be¬ 
twixt  him  and  the  Duke  to  the 
decifion  of  their  fwordes.  And 
here  this  good  Dofeor  was  putt 
to  the  height  of  his  fkill  ;  who 
being  an  expert  philofopher  and 
aphyfician  both,  well  read  in  the 
caufes  and  remedies  of  difordered 
affeftions  and  unrulie  paffions, 
began  to  applie  his  beft  receipts 
for  the  cooling  and  allaying  of 
thefe  overhott  and  fierie  fpiritts ; 
leaving  noe  arguments  unus’d  to 
purfuade,  to  concord,  and  unitie, 
and  further  giving  his  (nowe 
patient)  Rice  ap  Thomas  to  un¬ 
derhand,  that  greate  preparations 
were  afoote  for  the  good  of  the 
weall  publique,  which,  erelong, 
fhould  be  imparted  to  him,  and 
therefore  be  fought  him  to  re- 

#  O 

ferve  his  well  knowne  valour  to 


*  Thefe  Vaughans  were  of  Tretwr  Caflle  in  Brecknockfhlre:  Sir  Thomas  Vaughan 
beheaded  at  Pomfret  by  order  of  Richard  the  Third,  was  of  this  family. 

t  Defeendants  of  Sir  David  Gam,  knighted  for  his  fervices  at  the  battle  of  Agin® 

court. 
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belter  purpofe  ;  or  at  left**  wife 
for  the  prefent  to  beare  himfelf 
a  man  of  peace;  fucli  and  loe 
forcible  were  the  Dohlor  s  rea- 
fons,  that  in  the  end,  as 
fome  great  benefittweare  like  to 
accrue  to  the  common  wealth  by 
their,  accord,  Rice  ap  1  liomas 
did  willing-lie  alfent  to  a  peace¬ 
able  conclufion.  Ibis  parte 
being  well  plaid,  and  the  Doc¬ 
tor  feeing  his  phyficke  to  work 
fo  powerlulhe  with  Rice  ap  I  ho- 
mas,  to  the  Duke  then  he  goes, 
with  whom  his  medicinal  ap¬ 
plications  produced  the  fame 
effetts,  and  fo  beating  the  Y*on 
when  it  was  hott,  he  brought 
them  in  the  end  to  be  fo  flexible, 
that  they  condefcended  to  give 
each  other  the  meeting  at  a 
place  called  Trecaftle,  middway 
betwixt  Brecknock  and  Aher- 
marlais,  where  with  mutual 
embraceings  they  gave  allured 
teftimonie  to  all  the  beholders 
of  a  hartie  reconcilement. 

(3)  The  Doftor  having  fuc- 
cefsfullie  hitherunto  performed 
the  errand  for  which  he  came 
into  thofe  partes,  namely,  the 
reconciliation  of  the  Duke  and 
Rice  ap.  Thomas,  yet  thought 
his  meffage  lame  of  a  legg,  for 
that  the  latter  was  not  interefted 
in  their  counfels,  or  anieway 
laboured  to  favour  the  .  caufe, 
wherefore  he  clofeth  with  liis 
old  acquaintance,  Morgan  of 
Kidwelly,  a  difereete  man,  and 
a  cabanett  ciofe  friend  to  the 
faid  Rice,  to  whom,  after  long 
communication  (firft  taking  of 
.  him  an  oath  fab  Jigillo  for  his 
fidelities),  he  delivered  the  true 
{fate  of  the  bulineffe,  and  howe 
fair  all  things  were  advanced  in 
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England  for  the  common  good, 
imploring  him  for  God  s  caufe, 
whofe  honour  was  high  lie  abufed 
by  Richards’s  unjulf  ufurpation, 
for  his  countries  fake,  for  his 
owne  fafety,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  all  good  men  who  were 
joynt  fufferers  in  thefe  grievous 
calamities,  to  employ  all  his 
witt  and  induftrie  to  imprint  in 
Rice  ap  Thomas  a  true  feeling 
of  this  foe  pious,  juft,  and  ho¬ 
nourable  undertaking,  fo  that 
lie  might  deliver  up  the  keyes 
of  that  parte  of  the  kingdom 
(nowe  in  his  cuftodie)  to  the 
allured  pledg’  of  our  weall,  the 
renowned  Earl  of  Richmond, 
the  retayning  whereof,  being 
the  price  of  blood,  might,  in  the 
end,  worke  him  more  mifehief 
then  ever  the  wrongfull  gould, 
facrilegioufly  ftolne  from  the 
temples  of  Toloux,  did  to  thos 
wdeked  mifereants  the  fouldiers 
of  Cepio  the  Roman  Confull, 
likewife  enforcing  the  fitt  op- 
portunitie  now©  offer’d  for  the 
uniting  the  two  royall  houfes, 
that  had  caufed  the  fhedding  of 
foe  much  innocent  blood  ;  and 
laft  of  all,  tho’  not  left  of  all,  to 
a  fpiritt  affefting  glorie,  to  lett 
him  knowe  what  fame  and  re¬ 
putation  ’twould  add  to  himfelf 
and  his  whole  pofteritie,  to  be 
anie  way  afliftant  in  this  cafe, 
which  noe  doubt  in  time  fhould 
he  amplie  rewarded  by  Earle 
Henrie,  when  he  weare  fulhe 
invefted  in  the  Diademe.  Mor¬ 
gan  of  Kidwellie  hearing  this 
relation  of  Doftor  Lewis,  howe 
his  partizans  were  refolved  to 
goe  through  ftitch  with  what 
they  had  foe  carefully  begun, 
and  profperoully  labour’d,,  and 

conlidering 
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confidering  with  himfelf  liowe 
much  it  would  make  for  Rice 
ap  Thomas  his  advancement  (a 
thing  he  fpeciallie  eyed)  to  have 
a  hand  in  foe  glorioufe  a  work  ; 
he  could  not  chufe  but  take  it 
to  hart,  giving  a  willing  avouch 
unto  the  Doctor's  reaforrable  de- 
fires,  foe  to  rayfe  himfelf  a  lad¬ 
der  to  clime  by,  in  difcharging 
fuch  offices,  as  fhould  be  accep¬ 
table  to  both  parties,  provided 
likewife,  that  the  Bifhop  of  St. 
David,  and  the  Abbot  of  Tallye, 
might  {hare  in  the  counfells, 
two  men,  who  for  wifdome  and 
greate  experience  in  affaires  of 
ftate,  might  jufflie  claime  a  lar¬ 
ger  intereft  in  the  faid  Rice,  to 
direft  his  affions  then  himfelf, 
to  which  the  Do/ftor  agreed. 
And  foe,  for  the  prefent  they 
parted,  the  one  to  his  miftreffe, 
the  Counteffe  of  Richmond,  the 
other  to  the  Bifhop  of  St,  Da¬ 
vid’s  and  the  Abbot  of  Talye. 

( 1 )  King  Richard  requires  from 
Rice  ap  Thomas  an  Oath  of 
Allegiance ,  and  his  Sonn , 
Griffith  Rice,  for  a  Pledge  of 
his  Fidelities  (2)  Rice  ap 
Thomas  his  anjweare  to  the 
King.  (3)  The  Bifhop  of  St. 
David' s,  the  Abbott  of  Talye , 
and  Morgan  of  Kidwely , 
feeke  to  dr  awe  Rice  ap  Tho¬ 
mas  to  fide  with  the  Earl  of 
Richmond.  (4)  The  cffedles 
of  their  perfuajions . 

While  bufinefles  weare  thus 
on  motion  for  Henrie,  we  muff 
knowe,  Richard  had  nott  his 
handes  in  his  bofome,  as  one 
that  were  idle,  having,  by  his 
cmiffaries,  continuall  advertize- 


ment  from  time  to  time  of  his 
enemies  walkes. 

In  the  firft  place  he  labours 
ernefflie  by  large  promifes  to 
regaine  the  ringleaders  of  the 
confederacie,  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  or  if  that  failed, 
by  threates  and  menacing  wordes 
to  teare  him  from  the  adverfe 
partie,  butt  all  would  not  doe, 
for  the  Duke  being  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  flye  caff  of 
Richard’s  bowe,  was  growne  too 
old  a  bird  to  be  caught  with 
chaffe,  and  therefore  little  caring 
for  his  glozing  fpeeches,  under 
which  he  knewe  there  lay  no¬ 
thing  but  poyfon  and  fraud,  ne 
yett  regarding  his  taunting 
termes,  which  he  was  well  af- 
fured,  paid  home  where  they  laid 
hold,  he  held  it  his  fafeft  courfe 
nott  onlie  to  ftand  on  his  owne 
guard,  butt  declare  himfelf  an 
enimie.  Richard  fruftrated  of 
the  left  hope  of  catching  the 
Duke  in  his  toyle  was  furround- 
ed  on  each  fide  with  apprehen- 
fions  of  danger,  and  had  no 
other  way  of  fortifying  himfelf, 
but  by  miniftring  of  others  and 
taking  of  hoftages  from  thofe 
who  were  of  greate  ft  power  to 
difplefure  him.  The  Lord  Stanly 
was  the  man  he  moft  feared, 
as  being  married  to  Earle  Hen- 
rie’s  mother,  whom  at  noe  hand 
he  would  licence  to  depart  the 
court,  until  he  had  enpledged 
the  Lord  Strange  his  eldeft  fonne 
for  his  indemnitie.  Thele  ftri£t 
courfes  being  taken  with  the 
Englifh,  he  falls  upon  the  like 
with  us  in  Wales  ;  dire&ing  his 
commiflioners  for  Carmarthen 
to  Rice  ap  Thomas,  there  to 
take  of  him  an  oth  of  fidelitie, 

and 
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and  further  requiring  his  onlie  obferve  the  fame,  by  a  neceflarie 
fonne  Griffith  Rice  as  a  gage  for  relation  my  obedience  hath  to 
the  true  performance  of  his  fu-  your  Majeftie’s.  commandes,  to 
lure  loyaltie.  The  oth  Rice  ap  which  I  deeme  it  nott  unfeafona- 
Thomas  flood  not  upon  :  as  for  ble  to  annexe  this  voluntaries 
his  fonne,  he  humbly  befought  protection  ;  that  whoever,  ill 
the  commiffioners  not  to  bereave  affefted  to  the  flat e,  f h all  date 
him  of  that  comfort,-  having  noe  to  land  in  thofe  partes  of  Wales, 
more  but  that  one,  and  he  nott  where  I  have  anie  emploiments 
above  four  or  fiveyeares  oi  age,  under  your  Majefhe,  mu  ft  ie» 
not  doubting  butt  by  letter  to  folve  with  himfelf  to  make  his 
give  his  Majeftie  fuch  fatisfac-  entrance  and  irruption  over  my 
tion  as  ffiould  well  fuite  with  bellie.  As  for  my  othe,  Sir,  in 
the  hinge’s  defires,  and  his  dutie  obfervance  to  your  Majefhe's 
to  all,  which  the  commiffioners  will,  which  (hall  ever  regulate 
freely  gave  way,  and  accepting  mine,  I  have  (though  with  fome 
his  letter  to  this  efferi,  departed,  hartes  griefe  I  confeffe,  and 

reludlancie  of  fpiritt) ;  as  was 
(2)  Rice  ap  Thomas  his  letter  required,  taken  the  fame  before 
to  Richard  the  1  bird,  penned  your  Majeftie’s  commiffioners, 
by  the  Abbot  of  T alye .  and  if  ftronger triads,  than  eyt'her 

g1R  faith  or  othe  might  be  layd  upon 

I  have  received  letters  man-  me  to  confirme  my  moft  loyall 
datorie  from  your  Majeftie,  affe&ion,  I  ffiould  make  ^  noe 
wherein  I  am  enjoyned  to  ufe  delay  to  enmannacle  and  fetter 
my  belt  endeyours  for  the  myfelf  in  the  ftrifteft  obligations 
confervation  of  your  royal!  au-  for  your  Majeftie’s  better  aifu- 
thoritie  in  thefe  partes,  and  to  ranee.  And  heare  I  befeech 
applie  likewife  my  foundeft  your  Majeftie  give  me  leave 
forces  for  the  fafe  guarding  of  without  offence  to  difburden 
Milford  Haven  from  all  forraigne  myfelf  of  certaine  cogitations, 
invafion ;  efpecially  to  impeach  whereby  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
and  ftopp  the  paflage  of  the  thefe  preffings  of  vowes  and 
Earle  of  Richmond,  if  foe  by  othes  upon  fubjefls,  noe  way 
anie  treacheroufe  meanes  he  held  in  fufpeft,  hath  often  times 
ffiould  attempt  our  couftes  :  and  wrought  even  in  thos  of  foundeft 
withal  1,  Sir,  an  othe  of  allegiance  affections,  a  fenfibilitie  of  fome 
hath  binn  tendered  me  in  your  injurie  don  to  their  faith :  a 
Majefties  name  by  certain  com-  thing  which  hearetofore  hath 
miffioners,  deputed '(as  it  feemes)  binn  prejudiciall  to  manie  greate 
for  that  purpofe,  requiring  alfoe  princes,  whoe,  while  they 
rnv  onlie  fonne  as  an  hoftage  and  ffiewed  themfelves  diftruftful, 
pledge  of  my  fidelitie.  Touch-  and  feared  fubtile  dealing,  have 
Jng  the  firft,  Sir,  nowe  an  ene-  redd  to  fome  of  fickle  minds  and 
mfeis  declared,  I  hold  myfelf  unftable  thoughts  evil  leffons 
obiio-ed,  without  further  looking  againft  themfelves.  I  fpeake  nott 
into ?  the  caufe,  faithfullie  to  this,  Sir,  as  repining  at  what  I 

have 
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have  donn;  butt  to  give  your 
Majeftie,  to  witt,  that  I  feare  fome 
ill  offices  have  bin  done  me, 
which  might  you  thinke  your- 
felf  unfure  of  my  fervice  with¬ 
out  this  manner  of  proceeding. 
Whatever,  Sir,  other  men  rec¬ 
kon  of  me,  this  is  my  religion, 
that  noe  vowe  can  lay  a  ftronger 
obligation  upon  me  in  anie  mat¬ 
ter  of  performance,  them  my 
confcience.  My  confcience 
bindes  me  to  love  and  ferve  my 
King  and  country,  my  vowe 
can  doe  noe  more.  He  that 
makes  fhipwrack  of  the  one, 
will,  (I  believe)  make  little  ac¬ 
count  of  the  other.  For  my 
owne  part,  Sir,  I  am  refolutelie 
bent,  while  I  am  to  fpinn  out 
my  dayes  in  well  doing ;  and 
foe,  God  willing  to  conclude 
the  laft  aftions  of  my  lief. 
And  fure,  Sir,  could  I  find  my- 
felf  culpable  of  one  Angle  cogi¬ 
tation,  repugnant  to  the  alle¬ 
giance  I  owe  to  your  Majeftie, 
I  ffiould  think  the  lief  alreadie 
I  have  lived  overlong.  Nowe, 
Sir,  for  the  delivering  of  my 
fonne  to  your  Majeftie’s  com- 
v  miffioners  as  a  gage  of  my  fealty, 
1  have  as  yett,  prefumed  on  this 
fhorte  paufe,  nott  in  way  of  op- 
pofition  to  your  commandes, 
but  to  fit  myfelf  with  fuch  rea- 
fons,  as  fhall,  I  hope,  in  noe 
forte  feeme  difcordant  with  your 
will.  The  yeares,  Sir,  my 
poore  child  beares  on  his  backe 
are  butt  fewe,  fcarce  exceeding 
the  number  of  foure,  which  I 

Iconceaved,  mought  well  privi¬ 
lege  him,  being  more  fitt  for 
j)  the  prefent  to  be  enbofomed  in 
I  a  mother’s  care,  then  expofed 
ij  to  ther world;  nature  as  yet,  not 


having  the  leafure  to  initiate  him 
in  that  firft  Jefture  of  feeding 
himfelf.  Againe,  Sir,  be  pleafed 
to  confider,  he  is  the  onlie  prop 
and  fupport  of  my  houfe  nowe 
in  being;  and  therefore  may 
juftlie  challenge  at  my  handes  a 
more  tender  regarde,  then  I 
can  anie  way  expedi  he  fhall  find 
among  ftrangers,  and  in  a  place 
fo  farr  remote  from  his  natural 
parents.  And  laftly,  Sir,  I 
may  well  call  him  the  one  half 
of  myfelf*  nay  to  fpeake  more 
trulie  the  better  parte  of  me,  fo 
that  if  your  Majefte  fhould  de¬ 
prive  me  of  this  comforte,  I 
were  then  divided  in  my  ftrength, 
which  united,  might  perhaps 
ferve  as  molt  ufeful  weare  I 
called  to  fome  waightie  employ¬ 
ments  for  the  good  of  your  fer¬ 
vice.  I  humblie  befeech  your 
Majeftie  to  refledf  upon  thefe 
neceffities  with  an  impartial  eye, 
and  in  the  meane  while  to  be 
fullie  allured,  that  without  thefe 
hard  injundlions,  I  reallie  am, 
and  will,  how  badlie  foever  I 
be  entreated,  ftill  continue, 

Sir,  your  moft  humble, 
Moll  obedient, 

And  moft  faithful  1 
Subjedl  and  fervant. 
Rice  ap  Thomas. 

From  Carmarthen 
Caftle,  1484. 

To  this  letter  I  could  never 
learne  of  anie  returne  made,  on¬ 
lie  I  heard  of  divers  commaundes 
that  followed,  to  confirme 
the  faid  Rice  in  his  allegiance  ; 
exhorting  him  to  vigilance  in 
his  charge.  The  reafons,  if  we 
conje&ure  aright,  whie  King 
Richard  preft  him  noe  further 

for 
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for  his  hoftage,  weare,  becaufe 
of  the  dangers  now  beginning 
to  d hoover  themfelves  in  everie 
corner  of  the  kingdom, e,  or  that 
he  bought  Rice  his  bare  protes¬ 
tations  and  letter  of  force  fuf- 
iicient  lor  confirmation  of  his 
fecurities  in  thofe  partes,  or 
elfe  was  dcfirous  to  make  his 
diftruft  under  a  fimulated  guife 
of  being  well  fatisfied,  left,  by 
difcovei  ing  his  doubts,  he  fhould 
teach  Rice  a  way  warrantably  to 
be  lalfe. 

(3)  Whatever  then  became  of 
his  letter,  or  howe  accepted,  it 
is  acknowledged  by  moft,  that 
hereupon  Rice  ap  1  homas 
grewe  verie  difcontented,  if  ill 
fearing  what  finifter  interpreta¬ 
tion  might  be  made  of  the 
wordes  he  had  written,  and  well 
knowing,  that  anie  flight  occa- 
fion  would  ferve  the  turne  where 
the  tyrant  was  bent  to  mine: 
whereupon  the  Bifhop  of  St. 
David’s,  and  the  Abbot  ofTalye, 
noting  his  perturbed  thoughts 
,and  difcompofed  geftures,  con¬ 
cluded  this  a  fitt  feafon  to  per- 
forme  whatMorgan  of  Kidwellie, 
with  their  aftfiftance,  had  under¬ 
taken  to  Dotfor  Lewis,  in  behalf 
of  the  Earle  of  Richmond,  and 
foe  genvlie  laying  their  handes 
on  his  pulfe,  as  he  was  in  the  fitt 
or  intermiffion,  foe  they  applied 
their  counfels,  till  at  length  by 
little  and  little,  ere  he  was 
aware,  they  had  fuliie  acquaint¬ 
ed  him,  a  thing  hitherunto  he 
was  utterly  ignorant  of,  with  the 
whole  proceed  inges,  prefling  him 
further,  the  caufe  being  fo  good, 
and  the  meanes  fo  eafie,  to 
have  an  eye  to  his  owne  honour, 
and  that  he  wrould  confider  the 


great  e  riches  and  power  he  had, 
was  butt  lent  him,  to  be  emploid 
for  God’s  glone  and  his  coun¬ 
tries  fafetie;  the  former  whereof 
was  nowe  highlie  abufed  through 
ufurped  authoritie  ;  the  other 
grievoufly  bleeding  under  the 
heavy  hand  of  tyrannie  and  op- 
prefiion,  requiring  the  help  of 
all  good  men  for  its  deliverance. 
Rice  ap  Thomas  having  fome- 
what  recollected  himfelf,  though 
he  hartilie  wi'fhed  the  tyrants  de- 
ft  ruff  ion,  whom  he  had  juft 
caufe  to  feare  ;  yet  being  taken 
unprovided,  gave  the  Bifhop 
and  the  reft  noe  other  anfweare 
at  that  time,  but  that  King  Ri¬ 
chard,  however  an  ill  man,  and 
pofleffed  of  the  crowne.  by  ob¬ 
lique  courfes,  was  notwithftand- 
ing,  his  King???  ejfe^  and  there¬ 
fore  he  held  himlelf  hound,  ra¬ 
ther  with  fubmiftion,  to  endure 
the  worft  of  tyrannies,  then  in  a 
rebellious  way  to  refill  the  Lord’s 
annointed.  The  Lord’s  an- 
nointed?  the  Devill’s  rather, 
faid  the  Bilhop.  And  I  pray, 
Sir,  faid  hee,  for  inftance  in 
myfelf :  weare  I  your  Bifhop 
nowe  in  ejfe,  or  in  fa£l  onlie, 
without  anie  lawfull  calling, 
would  you  hold  my  abfolutions 
or  excommunications,  or  anie 
other  minifteriall  injun&ions  of 
mine  of  anie  validitie  ?  or  that 
my  diocefans  weare  at  all  obliged 
to  yield  me  canonical  obedi¬ 
ence  ?  why,  this  is  your  cafe, 
you  have  a  King  who  is  a  cruell 
tyrant,  a  bloodie  butcher,  a 
moft  unjuft  ulurper,  another 
Nero,  under  whom  to  doe  ill 
was  nott  alwayes  fafe,  alwayes 
unfafe  to  doe  well ;  O  monftrousl 
and  can  you  be  foe  voyd  of  un- 

derftanding? 
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^erHanding,  as  to  imagine,  that 
by  anie  lawe  of  God  or  man  we 
owe  him  anie  faith  or  allegiance, 
more  than  an  hereticke  or  infi¬ 
del  ?  It  feemes  Rice  ap  Thomas 
was  nott  at  all  difpleafed  with 
this  difcourfe  ot  the  Bifhop’s  ; 
whereupon,  faid  he,  my  Lord, 

I  pray  what  thinke  you  ol  the 
othe  I  have  taken?  lor  my  con¬ 
fidence  tells  me  I  fhouid  not 
fialfifie  it  befitdes,  my  letters 
fent  of  late  to  his  Majeftie,  re- 
plenifhed  with  molt  loyal  pro- 
teftation,  to  alfurtherhis  fervice, 
will  (land  up  as  witnelfies  againft 
me  before  men.  I  he  good  Bi- 
fihop  knowing  that  he  undertooke 
nothing,  which  firft  receaved 
nott  an  inward  approbation  from 
that  counfellour  which  in  all 
extremities  he  had  recourfe  to 
his  confidence,  prepared  nowe 
to  dificharge  his  dutie  as  a  divine, 
and  foe  to  enlarge  himfelf  fiome- 
what  upon  the  nature  ol  a  vowe, 
which  he  gave  him  to  under¬ 
hand,  was  legitimate  or  illegi¬ 
timate,  to  be  broken  or  kept  as 
it  is  good  or  bad  in  its  founda¬ 
tion.  To  breake  an  inconfide- 
rate  vowe,  is  a  lar  lelfie  finne 
then  to  perform  it.  Holie  Da¬ 
vid  vowed  rafhiie  to  Abigail,  he 
would  not  leave  Nabal  hy  morn¬ 
ing,  a  man  to  pi  fie  againft  the 
wall,  and  yett  David  broke  that 
Vowe,  and  God  and  all  good 
men  allowed  thereol  lor  well 
donn.  Sir,  you  have  taken 
an  oath  faithfully  to  fierve  King 
Richard,  a  moll  bloodie  affalii- 
nate,  O!  execrable  oath!  and 
can  you  be  foe  deprived  of  all 
rcafon,  as  to  think  yourfelt 
obliged  in  confidence  to  make 
good  the  fame?  noe,  noe,  Sir, 


recant  rather  what  you  have  nn- 
advifedlie,  nay,  coa&itiouflie 
donn,  and  further,  as  your  fipi- 
rituall  and  goftlie  father,  I  heart? 
difenchaine  you  ofthefe  bondes, 
and  give  you  free  abfiolution, 
and  as  touching  your  letter  to 
that  faithlefs  miicreant,  I  knows 
nothing  contained  therein  (and  I 
appeal  to  my  Lord  Abbott  who 
drewe  the  lame)  but  you  may 
well  difpenfe  withall,  without 
anie  the  leaft  impeachment  to 
your  honour.  And  for  that 
particular  branch  of  vour  letter, 
where  you  undertake  by  oath, 
that  none  (ill  affefted)  fhall  en¬ 
ter  at  Milford,  without  he  make 
his  p alfiage  over  your  bellie,  my 
anfweare  is,  that  the  Earle  of 
Richmond  can  he  no  ill  afife&ed 
man  to  the  ftate,  comming  in 
purfuite  of  his  owne  right,  and 
withall  to  releafe  us  ol  our 
heavie  bondage  ;  or  if  you  bee 
further  fcrupulous  herein,  I 
fhall  never  hold  it  for  anie  dif- 
paragement  to  your  humilitie, 
to  lay  yourfelf  proftrate  on  the 
ground  for  the  true  and  indubi- 
trate  Lord  of  us  all  to  make  an 
eafie  entrance  over  you.  Al¬ 
though  Rice  ap  Thomas  was 
nowe  growne  fiomewhat  more 
flexible,  being  by  thefe  forcible 
reafons  of  the  Bilhop’s,  fatisfied 
of  all  doubts  that  mought  alfiault 
the  peace  of  his  confcience,  yet 
nothing  could  be  wrought  out 
of  him  for  the  prefent,  more 
then  that  wombs  fell  from  him 
fometimes,  which  gave  them 
hall  an  afiurance,  he  loved 
nott  the  tyrant ;  whereby  they 
be  gathered,  he  was  nott  foe 
much  troubled  in  mind,  lor  the 
nullifying  of  his  vowe,  as  that 

he 


9o  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1795. 


he  expeGed  in  a  matter  of  foe 
greate  importance  to  be  folicited 
from  better  handes,  therefore 
they  left  him  for  a  while  to 
frame  out  his  owne  refolves, 
fromTuch  private  debatementes, 
as  beft  fuited  with  the  true  rules 
of  that  perfitt  wifedome  he  was 
naturally  endude  withall,  (4) 
About  this  time  the  Countefs  of 
Richmond  was  difpatching  away 
for  Brittany,  greate  fommes  of 
monie  to  her  fonne,  with  pac- 
ketts  of  intelligence  concerning 
the  good  inclinations  of  the  no- 
bilitie,  gentrie,  and  communaltie 
of  this  realme,  for  the  promoting 
of  his  caufe.  The  perfon  em- 
ploid  for  this  fervice,  was  one 
Hugh  Conway,  who  began  nowe 
to  pine,  that,  though  he  had 
particular  inflruffions  for  the 
Earle  Henrie  his  landing  at  Mil¬ 
ford  Haven,  yett  he  mought 
well  reckon  without  his  hoft, 
if  Rice  ap  Thomas  (the  very 
hinge  about  which  this  greate 
worke  was  to  turne,  and  with¬ 
out  whofe  ayde  and  affiftance 
there  was  noe  looking  upon  thofe 
coaftes,)  was  not  made  a  parti zan 
in  the  bufmeffe,  and  therefore 
thinking  his  meffage  lame  of  the 
better  legg,  he  delayed  his  jour¬ 
ney  for  a  while  of  going  to  Plim- 
mouth,  where  he  was  to  take 
flopping,  in  expe&ation  of  fur¬ 
ther  advertizement,  howe  Mor¬ 
gan  of  Kidwelly es  labours  fuc- 
ceeded  in  that  behalf,  and  as 
good  lucke  was,  it  turned  all  to 
the  beft :  for  to  remove  the 
doubles  ajid  feares  with  which 
Hugh  Conwey  was  foare  trou¬ 
bled,  Dotlor  Lewis  came  in 
feafonabiy  to  the  farewell,  with 
a  relation  of  the  faid  Morgan’s 


endeavours,  as  alfoe  the  Bifhope 
of  St.  David’s  and  the  Abbott’s 
judicioufe  carriage  in  working 
and  moulding  of  Rice  ap  Tho¬ 
mas  to  their  defires,  with  whom, 
as  they  had  nott  abfolutelie  pre¬ 
vailed,  foe  they  fawe  no  caufe 
to  defpaire,  were  the  bufmefte 
fairlie  urged,  eyther  by  letters 
from  the  Earle  himfelfe,  or  by 
fome  perfon  of  authoritie  en- 
trufted  for  that  purpofe.  The 
Counteffe  of  Richmond  hearing 
this,  thought  now  the  forte  halt 
won,  and  therefore  nott  to  lett 
things  coole,  the  gave  Hugh 
Conwey  fecond  inftrudlions  for 
advifmg  her  fon,  fpeedilie  to 
write  unto  the  fayd  Rice,  wifti- 
ing  him  withall  to  feafon  hiscom- 
plimentes  with  large  promifes  of 
honour,  and  to  fett  downe  the 
true  ftate  of  the  caufe,  being  by 
Doftor  Lewis  his  reporte  a  like¬ 
lier  way  to  endeere  him  then 
anie  other.  Hugh  Conwey, 
nowe  a  pdad  man,  and  furnifbed 

•  u  t  7 

with  fuch  difpatches,  goes  for 
Plimmouth,  and  foone  arrived  in 
Brittany. 

(1)  The  Duke  of  Buckingham 
takes  armes,  and  declares 
himfelf  an  enemie  to  Richard , 
which  rajh  attempt  cojl  him. 
his  life .  (2)  An  anfweare  to 

a  mofl  falje  and  mahciouje 
Jlander  layd  by  Raphael  Ilo~ 
linjhed  upon  the  Welchmen . 

(1)  It  was  a  faying  of  Au- 
guftus,  that,  they  who  take  up¬ 
on  them  the  conclusion  of  great e 
and  weightie  affaires  muff  be 
warie,  want  of  confderation  and 
forefight,  being  unpardonable, 
errors  in  a  perfitt  and  well  ac- 

complifti’d 
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complifh’d  commander.  Well 
had  it  Fared  with  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  it  he  had  follow’d 
this  wife  direCFion  :  firff,  it}  ex¬ 
amining  his  owne  forces,  then 
the  bulmeife  he  had  in  hand, 
and  laftlie,  for  whom  he  was  to 
undertake  this  action,  and  with 
whom  he  had  to  deale.  His 
forces,  God  wott,  weare  but 
weake,  his  whole  armie-  being 
compos'd  but  of  the  riff-raffe  of 
the  Welch,  and  thofe  too  en¬ 
forc’d  and  compell’d  rather  by 
imperious  menaces  then  courte¬ 
ous  behaviour  or  liberal  enter¬ 
tainment  ;  a^aine  the  bufmeffe 
he  was  to  purfue,  was  of  noe 
lefTe  confequence  then  a  crowne, 
a  thing  not  likelie  to  be  pro¬ 
cured  with  weake  handes  and 
cold  affeftions.  Thirdlie,  the 
per  Ton  for  whom  he  was  to 
runn  the  prefent  danger,  was 
beyond  the  Teas,  and  far  from 
giving  him  eyther  fuccour  or 
countenance.  Lail  of  all  he  had 
to  doe  at  this  time  with  a  man  of 
noe  meaner  condition  then  a 
King,  who  was  nowe  in  the 
fields,  with  a  mightie  h oft e 
readie  to  bid  him  to  battaile.  Yett 
notwithffanding  the  duke,  out  of 
a  temerarioufe  ardor  of  fpiritt, 
would  needes  goe  on  till  he 
came  to  Severne,  where  he  mett 
with  a  fierce  inundation  (a  far 
more  powerful  1  adverfarie  then 
Richard),  and  there  the  poore 
Welchmen,  I  meane  the  refufe 
and  droffe  of  the  Welch,  (for  to 
fay  truth,  of  the  better  forte  he 
had  none  to  attend  him,  their 
hartes  as  then  beiri£  wholie  bent 
to  followe  the  fortunes  of  Rice 
ap  Thomas,  the  Mars  of  Wales, 
as  they  call’d  him,  and  the  onlie 


planett  then  ruling  them)  worne 
out  with  crucll  ufage,  having 
neyther  monie,  viCfualls,  nor 
wages,  were  of  meere  neceffitie 
forc’d  to  departe  and  leave  this 
their  unbeloved  general!,  at 
which  time,  had  he  hkewife  re¬ 
tir’d  himfelf  to  his  caftle  of 
Brecknock,  he  mought  perhaps 
have  promis’d  himfelf  a  more 
fafe  protection  among  the  Welch 
then  he  found  in  the  handes  of  his 
fervant  Humphrey  Bannaftar, 
a  man  whom  he  had  tenderlie 
brought  up,  and  whom  of  all 
men  he  had  moft  deerlie  lov’d, 
favour’d,  and  t ruffed  ;  yett,  not¬ 
withffanding  all  which,  this  falfe- 
Larted  Bannafter,  the  fcorne  of 
men,  eyther  for  hope  of  re¬ 
ward,  or  feare  of  Ioffe,  moft 
villanouflie  and  trecheroufiie 
betraid  him,  which  brought  him 
to  his  inglorious  end,  a  faCl 
foe  foule,  that  Richard  (as  verie 
a  devil  1  as  he  was},  feem’d  to 
blufh  thereat,  faying,  that  hee 
which  would  be  untrue  to  fo 
good  a  maffer,  would  be  falfe  to 
all  others  ;  fo  odioufe  are  tray- 
tors  even  to  thofe,  whofe  in- 
ftruments  they  are.  And  this 
was  the  wofull  conclufion  of 
this  great  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
another  Sempronius  Gracchus, 
of  princlie  blood,  quick  witted, 
Jed  prave  facundus ,  who,  noe 
queftion,  mought  have  outlived 
all  his  ftaines,  and  feene  the 
fcale  of  honour  rife  againe  with 
him,  had  he  learned  this  one 
rule,  omijjis  prcecipitibus ,  tuta 
ac  falubna  compefcere ,  or  have 
had  fuch  a  companion  with  him 
as  Rice  ap  Thomas. 

(2.)  And  heare  I  muff  be  bold 
to  borrowc  a  word  with  Raphael 

Holinlhed, 
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Holtnfhed,  whoe  in  this  place 
(I  know  not  ho  we)  by  head  and 
fhoulders  brings  in  both  Coward - 
lyneffe  and  Falfehartedneffie ,  and 
would  faine  (unfeafonablie)  clapp 
them  both  upon  the  Welchmen, 
a  hard  cenfure  !  Though  I  ac¬ 
count  it  an  undervaluing  ot  my- 
felf  to  undertake  the  proteftion 
of  the  fcumme  of  ante  nation 
(for  thefewere  noe  better)  ;  yett 
in  this,  foe  innocent,  I  find  my 
countrie-men  to  be,  that  I  can¬ 
not  chufe,  but  advocate  for 
them.  An  officious  lye  may 
well  be  difpens’d  withall  in  anie 
man  ;  a  malicious ,  that  at  noe 
hand,  efpeciallie  in  an  hiftorio- 
grapher.  Wheather  Holinfhed 
were  malicious  or  fenceleffe,  or 
both  in  thefe  two  contumelioufe 
and  reproachfull  wordes,  let  the 
world  judge.  ’Tis  the  quarrell 
of  the  vulgar  I  undertake,  nay 
(to  go  yett  lower)  the  fhavings, 
filings,  and  offall  of  the  vulgar, 
for  of  the  better  forte  (as  I  told 
you  before),  fuch  who  had 
given  as  large  demonffrations  of 
their  braverie  to  the  world,  as 
ever  anie  Roman  did,  none  ap¬ 
peared  at  all  in  this  a&ion. 
Hollinfhed,  you  will  fay,  is 
dead,  and  cannott  anfweare  for 
himfelf;  I  will  therefore  fpare 
him.  Yet  give  me  leave  to  ex¬ 
amine  his  writings,  and  then 
make  an  equal  1  judgment  of 
both.  The  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  as  is  confeffed,  enforc’d 
and  compell’d  the  Welchmen, 
in  fpite  of  their  hartes,  to  attend 
him  in  this  expedition,  and  they 
being  ignobly  ufed,  forfooke 
him.  Doe  you  call  this  falfe- 
hartednefs  ?  Why,  they  had 
noe  hartes  at  all ;  and  this  Duke, 


therefore,  may  well  be  faid  to 
be  a  Lord  of  phantaftic'all  bodies 
without  foules,  hartlefs,  but  not 
falfeharted  as  Hollinfhed  would 
inferr.  And  as  for  the  W elch- 
men’s  cowardly  forfaking  (as  he 
fayes)  of  the  Duke,  fpeake  you, 
Q!  the  weakeft  of  Welch  fpi- 
ritts,  for  I  want  line  to  fathom e 
your  proweffe  !  Cowrardlinefte, 
as  I  conceave  it,  implies  a  flight 
from  fome  enemie  ;  and  here 
were  noe  enemies  but  fuch  as 
Guffavus  Adolphus  himfelf 
would  have  fledd  from,  famine 
and  furioufe  waters.  As  for 
m after  Hollinfhed,  or  anie  other 
favouring  his  opinion  in  matter 
of  cowardize  or  trecherie  (of 
which  there  is  not  much  to 
chufe),  my  anfweare  is,  if  I 
weare  putt  to  that  bafe  choice 
(as  I  hope  I  fhall  never)  I  had 
rather  yett  bee  a  Welch  coward, 
and  for  fake  my  general!,  then 
an  Englifh  Bannafter,  and  be¬ 
tray  my  m after  :  I  fay,  I  had 
rather  be  a  coward,  then  a  tray- 
tour  :  and  yett,  I  had  rather 
bee  noe  man,  then  eyther  of 
them. 

(1)  Rice  ap  Thomas  declares 
himfelf  for  the  Earle  of 
Richmond  to  his  private 
friends.  (2)  The  Commons , 
though  nott  knowing  his  de¬ 
ft  gns,  were  yet  willing  to Je- 
condhim  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes. 

But  now  to  return  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  my  ftorie,  while  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  wras  in  the  full 
heate  of  his  overafh  undertak¬ 
ings  fpinning  out  (with  more 
haft  then  good  fpeede)  the  fatal! 

webb 
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\vebb  of  his  own  woe  ;  we  mufl 
underfiand  Rice  ap  Thomas  was 
bufilie  gnawing  upon  that  hard 
and  dangerous  bone,  which  the 
bifhop  of  St.  Davids  and  the  red 
had  caft  in  his  way.  Fir  ft  he 

J 

fawe  all  in  deftru&ion,  the  whole 
kingdom  wearie  of  the  infup- 
portable  burthen  it  fuftayned  ;  a 
notable  alteration  intended,  noe 
lefle  than  the  pulling  downe  of 
one  king  and  putting  up  'of  an¬ 
other,  parties  at  worke  on  all 
handes ;  high  time  to  looke 
about  him  !  Wherefore  he  fell 
to  weigh  the  true  condition  of 
the  prefent  affaires,  wheather,  if 
undertaken,  they  tended  to  God's 
glorie,  or  weare  any  way  profit¬ 
able  to  the  commonwelth,  hono¬ 
rable  for  himfelf,  and  eafie  to  be 
effedfed,  in  ail  which  debate- 
ments,  each  thing  anfweared  foe 
well  to  his  defires,  as  he  fawe 
noe  reafon  whie  the  embarking 

O 

in  foe  good  a  bufinefs,  fhould 
anie  way  prejudice  his  reputa¬ 
tion,  or  give  the  left  checke  to 
his  confcience ;  and  therefore 
refolved  forthwith  to  declare 
himfelf  for  the  Earle  Henrie, 
carying  with  him  this  affuranee, 
that,  if  things  fucceeded  well, 
as  he  was  of  fpeciall  ufe  in  the 
fervice,  foe  a  proportionable 
reward  would  nott  be  denied 
him ;  if  otherwife,  the  worft 
that  could  befall  him  was  death, 
and  that  therefore  if  he  muff, 
his  opinion  was  acmoris  vim 
ejfe,  men  to  per  ire.  Standing 
thus  in  the  higheft  elevation  of 
his  braverie  of  fpiritt,  newes 
was  brought  him  of  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham’s  downfall,  which 
ftartled  him  fomewhat  on  the 
fuddaine,  not  foe  much  for  the 


Duke’s  death,  as  that  he  fear’d 
the  partie  might  be  difcourag’d 
therewith,  and  fo  the  caufe 
weaken’d  ;  wherefore  beholding 
his  neighbour’s  houfe  on  fire,  he 
held  it  nowe  high  time  to  looke 
to  his  owne.  Hereupon  con¬ 
voking  his  forenamed  friends 

O  . 

togither,  the  bifhop  of  St.  Da¬ 
vids,  the  abbott  of  Talley,  and 
Morgan  of  Kidwelly,  with  whom 
he  defired  to  joyne  in  counfell  ; 
Arnold  Butler,  Richard  Grif¬ 
fith,  and  John  Morgan,  old  and 
experienced  fouldiers,  he  ac¬ 
quainted  them  with  the  duke’s  fall, 
and  though  he  could  nott  readilie 
weene  what  alteration  would 
follow  of  that,  yett  this  he  was 
fure  of,  that  as  the  duke’s  atten¬ 
dants  in  his  unfortunate  iornev 
to  Severne  fide,  were  for  the 
molt  parte  all  Welchmen,  king 
Richard  might  well  be  jeloufeof 
the  whole  countrie,  and  foe  noe 
man  fure  in  what  ftate  and  con¬ 
dition  he  ftoode  ;  and  further, 
if  anie  were  fhott  at,  he  himfelf 
was  likelieft  to  be  the  firft  man  : 
therefore  he  befought  them  to 
aflift  him  with  their  beft  advife, 
howe  in  this  cafe  he  fhould 
carrie  himfelf ;  for  by  the  vio¬ 
lent  manner  of  proceeding 
again  ft  the  duke,  he  well  fawe 
Sic  volo  bore  the  fway,  and 
every  man  held  his  life  by  cur- 
tefie,  a  thing  he  liked  nott,  nor 
would  anie  way  truft  to.  The 
bifhop  and  the  reft  obferving  his 
fpeeches  carefullie,  and  not 
knowing  what  fecond  courtfells 
the  Earle  Henrie  the  primum 
mobile  in  this  adfion  would  nowe 
fall  upon,  weather  he  meant,  as 
was  firft  concluded,  to  fixe  Upon 
Milford  Haven  for  the  certaine 

place 
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place  of  his  landing,  or  wheather 
changing  his  refolution,  he  in¬ 
tended  to  give  over  the  enter- 
prize,  and  fitt  downe  in  the 
caufe,  began  to  flitt  and  waver 
in  their  opinions,  fome  advifmg 
him  to  fave  his  owne  Hake,  and 
BOtt  to  hazard  fortune,  lief  and 
aid  at  a  call but  bay  and  attend, 
to  what  head  the  humours  in 
England  now  birred,  would  ga¬ 
ther  ;  others  urging  him  to  take 
armes,  fome  againe  giving  him 
counfell  to  band  for  the  king, 
fojfie  for  the  Earle;  and  fome 
there  wanted  nott  who  would 
have  him  play  a  double  part,  as 
Valerius  Feftus  did  betweene 
Viteliius  and  Vefpafian,  foe 
holding  both  in  hand,  agreegble 
to  our  old  provcrbe  : 

Good  riding  at  two  anchors,  men  have 
told  : 

For  if  the  one  faile,  the  other  may 
hold. 

Each  of  thefe  confults  bood 
with  fome  reaion,  all  of  them 
tending  to  fafetie,  though  nott 
foe  honourable  as  fale.  ’  fis 
true  fafetie  and  honour  were 
ever  both  of  them  the  objects  of 
Rice  ap  Thomas  his  care,  and  as 
he  ever  heeded  the  one,  foe  he 
never  neglefted  the  other ;  yett 
feeing  he  was  nowe  to  make  triad 
pf  hirnfelf,  he  determined  rather 
to  jeopardize  his  fafetie  then 
fhipwreck  his  honour :  and 
therefore  told  them  plainlie,  he 
liked  nott  this  ambiguous  man¬ 
ner  of  exprehing  themfelves, 
with  intention  to  interpret^ 
things  afterward,  as  they  fawe 
beb  for  their  purpofe  ;  that  it 
was  noe  time  nowe  to  halt  be¬ 
twixt  two  opinions  :  that  they 
had  nott  long  fince,  with  all 


earnebnefs  advifed,  him  on  the 
Earle  of  Richmond’s  beha!f,  and 
he  fawe  noe  reafon  whie  the  fall 
of  one  man  biould  thus  on  a 
fuddaine  enfeeble  their  courage, 
or  bagger  their  conbancie :  ’twas 
nott  to  an  arme  of  flefli  they 
weare  to  trail,  but  to  an  All- 
mightie  Arme.  The  caufe,  noe 
doubt,  is  good,  and  difhonour 
and  b>ame  to  him  that  declines 
it.  I  am  confident,  faid  he,  God 
is  with  us,  and  we  fhall  prevaile  ; 
not  we,  but  El  with  us.  Imma - 
nu-d,  and  Immanu-all,  God 
with  us  and  all  with  us.  In  which 
galiard  refolution  he  told  them, 
that  he  ment  direftlie  and  refo- 
lutelie  to  efpoufe  the  caufe,  and 
if  they  would  followe  him  there¬ 
in,  they  fhould  fee  he  would 
make  his  lief  and  fortune  com¬ 
mon  with  theirs,  both  in  the 
danger  and  honor  of  the  attempt. 
Glad  they  weare  all  of  this  his 
free  declaration,  as  jumping 
aright  with  their  wifhes ;  for 
however  feverall  opinions  were 
deliver’d  by  them,  thereby  to 
worke  out  of  Rice  ap  Thomas  a 
difcoverie  of  his  owne,  yett 
weare  they,  as  at  firb,  ever  of 
one  mind,  bill  for  the  advan¬ 
cing  of  the  Earle  Henrie’s  fern- 
vice,  foe  the  faid  Rice  could 
noe  way  better  have  fitted  their 
humours  then  by  thus  ingenu- 
ouflie  manifebing  of  his  plea- 
fure,  which  they  nowe  ex- 
prefs’d  both  in  their  lookes  and 
language,  alluring  him  of  their 
faith  and  furtherance  in  all  his 
purpofes.  Elere  upon  Rice  ap 
Thomas  (to  take  them  at  their 
wordes)  would  faine  have  pre- 
fentlie  putt  hirnfelf  into  the 
field,  and  foe  have  proclaimed 

the 
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die  Earle  of  Richmond  King,  by 
the  name  of  Henrie  the  Seventh, 
which  they  inftantlie  perfuaded 
him  to  forbeare,  untill  Hugh 
Conway  were  return’d  out  of 
'Brittanie,  for  with  out  the  Earle’s 
prefence  or  approbation  at  left, 
ftweare  meere  lool  hardineffe  to 
appeare  tor  him  at  all ;  neyther 
could  the  taking  of  armes  beare 
anie  other  fhewe,  butt  ot  plaine 
rebellion,  the  readie  way  to  their 
deftruftion.  Yett  becaufe  they 
imderftood  by  fecrett  intelli¬ 
gence  from  their  triendes  above,  „ 
that  the  tyrant  began  to  have  an 
ill  eonceipt  of  Rice  ap  Thomas, 
and  of  all  other  his  fubjeftts,  to 
hold  him  in  greateft  jeloufie, 
they  advifed  him  to  ft-and  upon 
his  guard,  and  to  have  his  triendes 
continuallie  about  him,  foe  to 
prevent  any  fuddaine  furprize 
which  mought  be  made  upon 
his  perfon,  and  this  counfell 
was  followed  ;  tor  under  colour 
of  guarding  the  coaftes,  the  laid  _ 
Rice  had  often  meetings  with 
thofe  of  beft  abilitie  for  fervice 
in  the  countrie,  who,  togither 
with  the  help  ot  Arnold  Butler, 
Richard  Griffith,  and  John 
'Morgan,  did  foe  well  difcipiine 
and  traine  up  in  feates  of  armes, 

'  as  in  fliorte  time  tor  their  ex¬ 
perience,  they  feem’d  fo  manie 
captaines  as  foldiers.  Neyther 
wanted  he  at  thofe  times  his  fe¬ 
crett  inftruments  to  found  the 
affections  of  the  people,  ufing 
every  way  that  could  be  de- 
•vifed,  to  ftirr  up  and  alter  the 
vulgar  :  yea,  Rice  himfelf  did 
not  fticke  fometimes,  to  lett 
fall  certaine  doubtfuli  fpeeches 
whereby  they  might  eafilie  per- 
xeave  which  way  he  looked.  Be- 
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fides  fundrie  libells  and  defama- 
torie  rhithmes  were  framed 
againft  king  Richard,  and  fuffered 
to  be  divulged,  and  by  and  by  the 
lame  were  forbidden  and  called 
in  againe,  which  increafed  them 
the  more.  With  thefe  manner 
of  proceedings  the  generalitie 
began  to  be  difquieted  in  mind, 
not  knowing  what  to  truft  to, 
fometimes  (as  the  nature  ot  feare 
is)  flocking  togither,  and  then 
againe  fevering  themfelves  and 
appointing  private  meetings, 
wherein  their  fecrett  conven¬ 
ticles  they  were  readie  to  affirme 
and  to  expreffe  their  cogita¬ 
tions  with  more  audacitie,  ever 
difeourfing  of  thole  immenent 
dangers  then  hanging  over  them. 
The  welthieft  were  for  fafe- 
feeming  wayes  and  ftood  for 
Richard,  a  middle  forte  were 
for  Richmond,  and  thofe  of 
defprate  fortunes,  as  loveing  to 
fifti  in  troubled  waters,  cared 
nott  which  way  the  world  went, 
foe  all  were  in  combuftion  ;  yet 
all  concluded  to  fixe  on  Rice  ap 
I  homas  tor  their  anchor  hold, 
directing  their  courfe  by  his 
compalie,  and  without  further 
difpute  to  inlift  in  his  ffeppes 
and  followe  his  directions. 

Rice  ap  Thomas,  all  this  while, 
having  given  them  line  enough, 
yet  ftill  he  kept  the  raines  in  his 
owne  handes  ;  and  nowe  ob* 
tayning;  what  he  avmed  at,  he 

✓  O  #  j  J 

made  Ins  perambulation  into  all 
partes  where  he  had  anie  autho- 
ritie,  rewarding  fome  with  his 
purfe,  feeding  others  with 
hopes,  and  all  with  affurance 
that  their  perill  and  well  fare 
Ihould  be  to  him  in  equall  re* 
gard  with  his  owne ;  then  tell* 
i  ing 
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ing  them  of  their  duties,  he 
perfuaded  them  each  to  depart 
to  his  owne  home,  wilhing 
them,  upon  the  left  notice  given 
eyther  by  firing  of  beacons  or 
otherwife  to  he  in  a  readinefs, 
and  bring  along  with  them  good 
armes,  and  courageoufe  hartes, 
and  as  for  the  directing  of  their 
valour,  that  they  might  leave  to 
himfelf,  whoe  would  be  ever  ftu- 
dioufe  of  their  good,  and  never 
fuller  them  to  runn  into  the 
left  danger,  lave  when  their 
owne  honour,  and  their  countrie’s 
fafetie  Ihould  urge  them  on. 

About  this  time  Hugh  Con¬ 
way  returned  out  of  Britanny, 
with  letters  from  Earle  Henrieto 
the  Countefl'e  of  Richmond,  and 
divers  others, who  wereprincipall 
aftors  for  him  both  in  England 
and  Wales  ;  among  whom  * 
one  w  as  to  Rice  ap  1  homas, 
which  he  receaved  by  the 
handes  of  Morgan  of  Kidwelly, 
whoe  likewife  at  that  verie  time, 
and  to  the  verie  fame  effe£f, 
receaved  letters  himfelf  from 
one  Evan  Morgan,  his  neere 
cofen  and  intimate  friend. 
This  Evan  was  a  man  of  an 
antient  and  noble  houfe,  as  anie 
gentleman  in  Monmouthfhire, 
the  chiefe  of  Tredegar  and 
Machan,  and  the  lineall  dei- 
cendant  of  Bledri,  the  Create, 
Lord  of  Kilfant  and  Gwinvay. 


He  fledd  with  tiro  Earle  Jafpeif 
from  Chepftowe  to  Pembrock, 
and  thence  attended  the  Earle 
of  Richmond,  whom  he  ferved, 
into  Brittany,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  high  favour  with  his 
mailer,  for  his  true  love  and 
faithfull  fervice,  until!  they 
returned  for  Milford  Haven, 
and  foe  followed  him  on  to  the 
battle  of  Bofworth.  There 
were  foure  of  this  worthie 
fanrilie  (the  Bilhop  of  St.  Da¬ 
vids,  Morgan,  of  Kidwellye, 
John  Morgan,  and  this  Evan* 
the  topp  of  them  all],  who 
were  fpeciall  aftors,  and  con¬ 
trivers  of  this  bufmefs,  for  as 
much  as  concerned  us  in  Wales, 
and  the  onlie  men  that  wrought 
Rice  ap  Thomas  to  the  partic, 
which  mult  needes  clapp  a  wide 
marke  of  honour  upon  the 
name,  and  nott,  without  in- 
jurie,  to  be  palled  over  in  lilence. 

Rice  ap  Thomas  fendes  Letters 
in  anfweare  to-the  Earle  of 
Richmond,  to  be  forwarded 
by  Morgan  of  Kidwelly  ei 
wherein  he  declares  that  he 
would  with  all  his  power  par¬ 
take  of  his  qua  rr ell.  Rice 

conferrs  with  Robert  of  the 
Dale  his  Prophet.  The  Earle  of 
>  Richmond  landes  at  Milford * 

Noe  fooner  was  Rice  ap  Tho- 


*  Which  letter  the  editor  has  not  inferted,  as  the  compiler  of  thefe  memoirs  con- 
fefTes  (to  ufe  his  own  words),  “  That  he  never  had  the  honour  to  fee  the  originall, 
but,  that,  he  had  been  informed,  by  Sir  Thomas  Lakes,  a  pnncipall  fecretarie  of  ftate, 
that,  amongft  young  Rice’s  evidences  (who  was  grandchild  to  Rice  ap  Thomas)  in 
the  fignett  office,  when  he  was  cleark  there,  he  had  feen  fuch  an  one,  written  with 
the  Earle  of  Richmond’s  own  hand,  and  v/nich,  with  other  papers,  were  all  unfor¬ 
tunately -loft,  at  what  time  the  banquetting  houfe  of  Whitehall,, under  w  hich  that  office 
then  flood,  was  confumed  with  fire.”  Prefuming  therefore  on  fuch  evidence  and  tra¬ 
ditions  in  the  country,  to  corroborate  it,  he  had,  in  imitation  of  Thucydides  Dionyfius, 
Halicarnaffus,  and  other  hiftoriographers,  introduced  a  letter  oi  his  own  compofitioa 
to  fuit  the  eircumftances, 

niaEl 
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tnas’s  anfweare  written,  but 
Morgan  of  Kidwellye  polls  the 
fame  away  for  France  to  the 
Earle  of  Richmond,  fignifying 
alfoe  unto  him  with  what  alacri- 
tie  and  cheerfulnefs  Rice  ap 
Thomas  had  embraced  his  quar¬ 
rel  1  ;  howe  readie  he  was,  and 
Jiowe  able  for  fervice ;  what  a 
choice  fele&ed  band  of  foidiers 
he  had  in  readme  fie,  the  good- 
nefs  of  his  armes,  and  the  brave- 
neffe  of  his  cavallerie  ;  there  be¬ 
ing  nothing  wanting  in  the  light 
of  man,  fave  onlie  his  prefence 
to  make  them  invincible  ;  and 
therefore  humblie  befought  his 
Lordfhipp  to  fore  floe  no  time* 
but  that  he  would  take  oppor¬ 
tunity  by  the  forelocke,  andnott 
fuffer  thefe  enflamed  fpiritts  in 
their  firh  heate  through  further 
delayes  to  be  evaporated,  d  he 
Earle  having  receaved  Rice  ap 
Thomas’s  anfweare,  with  other 
joy  full  and  comfortable  adver- 
tizements  from  Morgan  ol  Kid- 
wellie,  he  was  loe  greatlie  en- 
coraged  therewith,  that  noe 
hopes  of  auxiliarie  forces  from 
the  French  King,  or  anie  other 
iiecelfarie  provifions  whatfoever, 
could  make  him  anie  longer  to 
difappoint  his  friendes  and  con- 
federatts  with  an  expe&ation  of 
his  coming,  and  therefore  with 
all  convenient  fpeed  furnilhing 
himfelf  with  fuch  men,  monie, 
and  munition,  as  he  could  rea- 
dilie  procure,  he  enlhippVl  him¬ 
felf  and  wayed  anchor  horn  Har- 
lleet,  having  butt  two  thoufand 
men  in  all,  and  they  (God  wottj 
poorlie  provided:  and  loe  in  fe- 
ven  daves,  withaprofperousgale, 


he  landed  at  Milford*  In  the 
interim  Rice  ap  Thomas  flood 
all  upon  thornes,  as  conceaving 
there  might  be  fome  private 
compafte  and  underhand  work¬ 
ing  betweene  the  ufurper  and 
the  French  King,  whereby  the 
juft  pretences  ol  Richmond 
Ihould  be  for  ever  confounded, 
and  that  which  increas’d  his  jea- 
loufies  the  more,  was,  that  his 
mailer  Ihould  be  forc’d  to  trifle 
out  the  time  in  a  fuite  of  fmall 
moment  lor  that  king  to  graunt, 
and  which  being  obtayned  could 
add  little  flrength  to  his  caufe. 
Hereupon  he  often  complain’d 
to  his  fecrett  friendes,  of  the 
French  King's  ignoble  dealings, 
and  difcover  d  the  implacable 
hate  he  conceaved  again!!  him 
and  his,  wifhing  (and  mdeede  he 
had  his  wilhes,  for  he  grewe  a 
terror  to  them  in  future  times,  as 
you  lhail  hear)  that  b  might  one 
day  be  his  good  fortune  to  re¬ 
venge  thefe  injuries,  and  found- 
lie  to  cudgell  thofe  French 
dogges,  as  he  call’d  them*  While 
he  was  in  this  heate  of  palhon 
(an  enemie  of  which  he  ever  heald 
the  upper  hand)  and  being  fome- 
what  entangled  in  a  laberinth  of 
doubtfull  cogitations,  he  fendes 
for  Robert  of  the  Dale,  his  pro- 
phett,  to  come  unto  him.  I  his 
Robert,  in  thofe  blinder  times, 
was  taken  for  a  verie  under  - 
ftanding  man,  as  having  wonne 
fome  fame  in  foretelling  divers 
things,  which  accordingly  came 
to  pafle;  by  which  meanes  he 
had  infmuated  himfelf  foe  farr 
into  Rice  ap  Thomas  his  good 
opinion,  that  oftentimes  he  was 
H  made 
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made  partaker  even  of  his  ne'er- 
eft  touching  fecretts.  Being 
nowe  togither,  Rice  ap  1  homas 
defir’d  him  to  deliver  his  opinion 
frealy  of  Richmond,  and  what 
he  thought  would  be  the  iflue  of 
tliofe  greate  defigns  he  had  in 
hand,  to  which  the  prophet 
would  make  no  anfweare,  excu- 
finp-  himfelf,  that  though  he 
could  fpeak  fomething  in  that 
kind  of  inferior  perfons,  yett  he 
was  carefull  nott  to  look  too 
narrowlie  into  princes  matters, 
as  being  dangerous  to  deale  with- 
all,  Rice  ap  Thomas  taking  his 
filence  as  a  prefage  of  ill  lucke, 
itill  importuned  him  by  prayers 
and  promifes  of  greate  rewardes, 
that  he  would  not  conceale  his 
knowledge  of  this  bufmeffe. 
The  prophett  feeing  R.ice  foe 
vehement,  and  thinking  it  beft 
nott  to  provoke  his  anger,  which 
by  his  countenance  he  found  him 
apt  to  fall  into,  and  therefore 
deliver’d  his  mind  unto  him  in 
this  manner, 

Full  well  I  wend, 

That  in  the  end, 

Richmond  fprung  from  Brittifh  race 
From  out  this  land  the  Boare  fhall  chace; 

all  which  might  verie  well  be, 
and  yett  Rice  ap  Thomas  no¬ 
thing  the  wifer,  unlefle  the  Earle 
continued  in  a  refolution  to  land 
at  Milford.  For  if  he  made  his 
entrie  feme  other  way,  noe  parte 
of  the  glorie  (which  he  foe  gree- 
dilie  t  hi  riled  after)  was  like  to 
fall  to  his  fir  are,  foe  that  all  his 
endevours  and  the  infinite  char¬ 
ges  he  had  been  at,  vamfhed  away 
m  f inn o\  wherefore  he  falls 
upon  his  prophet  againe,  urging 


urging  him  to  deliver  his  opi¬ 
nion  touching  the  Earle’s  land¬ 
ing,  and  wheather  he  would 
come  for  Milford  Or  noe.  1  o 
give  him  fatisfadlion  herein  the 
prophett  required  a  day  to  de¬ 
liberate,  which  being  graunted, 
and  the  next  day  come,  the  pro¬ 
phett  faluted  Rice  ap  Thomas 
betimes,  but  without  declaring 
himfelf  would  fame  have  taken 
his  leave,  whereat  the  faid  Rice 
grewe  into  a  rage,  threat  ning  to 
hang  him  if  he  perform’d  nott 
his  promife  firfl ;  wrell  then,  re¬ 
plied  the  prophett,  to  fave  thee 
that  labour, 

Hie  thee  to  the  dale, 
l’le  to  the  vale, 

To  drink  gude  ale 

And  foe  I  pre,  han  a  care  of  us  all. 

everie  man  concluding  by  his 
fpeech,  that  the  Earle  would 
come  for  Milford  and  land  at 
the  dale,  and  that  the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  them  all  were  in 
Rice  ap  Thomas  his  hands,  of 
which  the  prophett  defir’d  him 
to  have  a  fpeciall  care.  Here¬ 
upon  Rice  ap  Thomas  mufters. 
up  all  his  forces,  calls  all  his 
friends  about  him,  and  where 
he  found  anie  want  among  them, 
eyther  of  armes  or  other  necef- 
faries  for  the  wars,  he  fupplied 
with  his  owne  ffore,  whereof  he 
had  fufficient,  as  well  for  orna¬ 
ment  as  ufe  ;  foe  that  in  fewe 
dayes  he  had  gathered  togither, 
to  the  number  of  two  thoufand 
horfe  and  upward,  of  his  owne 
followers  and  retayners,.  bearing 
his  name  and  liverie.  His  kinf- 
men  and  friendes,  who  came  be- 
hdes  with  brave  companies  to 
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doe  "him  honour,  were  *  Sir 
Thomas  Perrott, +Sir  John  Wo- 
gan,  and  John  Savage,  a  man  of 
noe  leffe  valiantnefs  than  abtivi- 
tie,  and  much  emploid  by  the 
carle  after  he  came  to  be  kiny, 
in  the  wars  of  France  and  elfe 
where  ;  Arnold  Butler,  Richard 
Griffith,  [ohn  Morgan  and  two 
of  his  owne  brothers,  David  the 
younger,  and  John,  all  of  them 
worthie  foldiers  and  verie  ex¬ 
pert  commaunders,  with  divers 
others,  Oui  omnes  urgentur 
long  ci  nocle ,  quia  carnere  vate 
facro.  There  came  likewife 
out  of  North  Wales  to  this  fer- 
vice,  manie  worthie  gentlemen 
both  of  name  and  note,  efpeci- 
ally  ol  the  Salifburies,  under 
tlie  conduct  of  Robert  Salifburie, 
a  fait  friend  to  Rice  ap  Thomas 
in  the  French  warrs,  and  whoe 
for  his  well  defervings  there, 
was  knighted  in  the  field  by 
Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Suf¬ 
folk.  Thefe  Salifburies  were 
ever  firmlie  united  to  Rice  and. 
his  familie,  whereby,  they  pur- 
chafed  to  themfelves  the  name 
of  Salsbriod y  Brain ,  friendesto 
the  d  raven,  which  name  was 
given  them  firft  at  the  battle  of 
Pennal,  where  Thomas  ap  Grif¬ 
fith,  father  to  Rice  ap  Thomas, 


99 

loll  his  lief,  and  manie  of  this 
noble  familie  in  the  faidquarrell, 
to  the  eternall  praife  of  their 
true  affeftion.  Rice  ap  Thomas, 
being  in  this  brave  equipage,  en- 
compafs’d  with  moft  able  com¬ 
maunders,  and  furniffi’d  with  all 
things  neceflarie,  as  well  for  ar¬ 
mour  as  horfe,  ( whereof  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  upward  were  out  of  his 
owne  (tables),  word  was  brought 
him  by  his  confpicilios  or  fpies, 
whoe  kept  continual!  watch  on 
the  coaif  for  that  purpofe,  that 
they  had  defcried  a  fmall  fleete 
of  fhippes  making  towards  the 
haven’s  mouth  ;  whereupon  in¬ 
continently  he  bate  up  his  drum, 
putt  his  men  in  order,  and 
mounted  on  a  goodlie  courier, 
call’d  Lzyyd  §  Baxe,  or  Grey 
Fetter  Locks,  he  fet  forth  in 
molt  martial  manner  towards 
the  Dale,  as  his  prophett  whil- 
ome  had  adviled  him,  a  place 
nott  farr  from  his  cable  of  Ca- 
rew,  from  whence,  at  that  time, 
he  led  his  armie,  and  there  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Earle  of  Richmond 
rcadie  to  take  land,  he  receav’d 
him  afhore,  to  whom  he  made 
humble  tender  of  his  fervice, 
both  in  his  owne,  and  in  all  their 
names  who  were  there  prefent, 
and  jj  laying  him  downe  on  the 


*  Sir  Thomas  Perrott  was  of  Haroldfton,  near  Haverfordweft,  Perml  rokefhire, 
father  to  Sir  John  Perrott,  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

+  Sir  John  Wogan,  of  Wiflon  Caftle,  Pembrokefnire,  a  man  of  immence  poflef- 
Lons  and  command  in  that  country  in  thofe  days. 

J  Alluding  to  the  armorial  hearing  of  Rice  ap  Thomas’s  houfe. 

h  The  Word  fhould  he  written  Bacfeu ,  hut  the  orthogrophy  of  the  original  has 
been  obferyed  throughout. 

[(  There  is  a  tradition  in  that  country,  which  fcems  to  contradict  the  fail  as  here 
flated,  namely,  that  Rice  ap  Thomas  did  not  literally  fuffer  the  Earle  to  pal's  over  hi* 
belly,  hut  that  in  confequencc  of  the  declaration  he  had  made  in  his  letter  to  Ri¬ 
chard,  as  a  fa  1  vo  to  his  confcience,  he  went  under  the  arch  of  a  fmall  bridge,  called 
Mullock  bridge,  near  Dale,  over  which  their  paUage  lay,  and  there  remained  till 
Richmond  had  crofted  it. 
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ground,  fuffer’d  the  Earle  to  pafs 
over  him ;  loe  to  make  good  his 
promife  to  King  Richard,  that 
none  fhould  enter  in  at  Milford, 
onleffe  he  came  firff  over  his 
bellie.  The  Earle  forthwith  lift¬ 
ing  him  up  by  the  arme,  and 
moll  affettionately  embracing 
him,  told  him,  that  he  well  ho¬ 
ped  it  would  never  be  his  ill 
hap,  to  fee  him  brought  foe 
lowe  as  the  earth  again  for  his 
caufe  ;  if  I  bee,  Sir,  (faid  Rice 
ap  Thomas,  with  a  cheerful! 
countenance)  I  trull  you  will 
rayfe  me  a  fecond  time,  with  as 
much  eafe  as  you  doe  nowe  :  if 
I  did  nott  my  bed  endevours, 
replied  the  earle,  for  foe  noble  a 
friend,  I  were  much  to  blame, 
and  fhould  wifh  myfelf  rather 
nott  to  he,  then  want  rneanes  to 
gratifie  fuch  high  defervings :  I 
well  perceave,  anfwered  Rice, 
you  are  borne  to  be  viftorious, 
and  therefore  I  pray,  faid  he,  re- 
ferve  your  flrength,  and  employ 
your  forces  to  conquer  your 
enemies,  for  among!!  us  you  have 
none  ;  whereupon  the  earle  walk¬ 
ed  forward  With  a  filent  and  ma- 
ieflike  pace  through  the  midi!  of 
them,  noting  and  obferving  of 
each  fide  the  demeanour  of  his 
countrymen,  and  the  manner  of 
Ri  ce  ap  Thomas  his  difcipline, 
with  which  he  was  foe  much  ta¬ 
ken,  that  he  thought  he  had 
worm  the  field,  before  lie  had 
fcarce  entered  the  land  :  for  ne¬ 
ver  did  he  meete  with  a  more 
goodlie  perfonage,  (as  he  did  of¬ 
ten  fay)  fuller  of  alacritie  or  a 
ff outer  commaunder  in  all  his 
lief,  then  Rice  ap  Thomas'  was, 
he  yett  with  fouldiers  better 


fchooled  in  the  principles  of  war, 
with  couragious  hartes  and  able 
bodies.  Being  overjoyed  with 
foe  glorious  a  fight,  and  tranf- 
ported  with  fuch  an  aufpicious 
beginning.  The  Earle  of  Rich¬ 
mond  after  fume  paufe,  deli¬ 
vered  himfelf  thus,  “  My 
deere  cozen,  and  you  my  be¬ 
loved  countriemen,  and  fellowe 
fouldiers,  it  is  nowe  upward  of 
fourteene  yeares,  fmce  my  un¬ 
de  Jafper  and  myfelf  efcaped 
out  of  thefe  partes,  and  hither 
at  length  we  are  returned  againe. 

I  fledd  then  for  my  lief,  I  re¬ 
turn  e  nowe  for  a  crowne— -a 
crowne  my  undoubted  right. 
My  lief  and  my  crowne  are  in¬ 
separable,  I  muff  eyther  enjoy 
both  or  rrevther.  'David  Tho¬ 
mas,  your  noble  brother.  Sir, 
as  all  men  heere  prefent,  and  1 
{hall  ever  acknowledge  above — 
beyond  all  hope,  moff  miracu- 
loufly  preferved  my  lief  ;  and 
you,  my  deere  cofen,  with  the 
afhflance  of  thefe  valeroufe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  under  your  difcreete 
condu6f,  may  ferve  as  fpeciall 
inflrumentes  to  help  me  to  my 
crowne,  injuriouflie  witheld 
from  me  by  a  moft  tyrannical 
and  bloodie  ufurpation.-  Per- 
forme  you  the  latter,  Sir,  whiclv 
I  am  confident  of,  as  he  hath 
trulie  accompliihed  the  former, 
and  you  leave  nott  the  world 
curtefie  equivalent  to1  thefe  to* 
beftowe  upon  me.  Oh !  the 
miferable  afflidions,  and  heavie 
calamities  we  have  fuflayned, 
fince  laf!  I  trod  upon  this  earth! 
it  hrikes  me  with  horrour  to 
thinke  of  them,  and  all  neigh¬ 
bouring  nations  tremble  at  the 

rep  one* 
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reports.  What  hath  that  cruell 
butcher,  Richard,*  Duke  of 
Glocefter  left  unattempted,  that 
might  make  way  for  his  outra- 
gious  ambition  ?  Howe  manie  of 
our  nobles  and  others,  have  pe- 
rifhedbyhis  bloodiecommaundes 
without  anie  legal  triall  ?  five 
kinges  and  princes  of  the  blood 
miferablie  murdered,  two  ver- 
tuous  Oueens,  bafelie  traduced, 
a  third,  even  his  owne  wife, 
empoyfened ;  inceft  likewife 
purpofed  ;  myfelf  forced  to  live 
in  the  date  of  a  pilgrim  or  ba- 
nilhed  man,  to  leave  my  fore¬ 
time  and  my  countrie,  and  live 
upon  the  almes  of  Grangers;  a 
prife  fett  upon  my  head,  and 
wicked  miniffers  fuborned  to 
worke  my  confufion,  and  all  to 
raife  a  flair  to  his  ungracious 
promo  ion.  My  deere  countrie- 
men,  you  a^e  all  affembled  heere, 
at  this  time,  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  I  reade  it  in  your  lookes  ; 
his  your  valour  and  vertue 
which  I  principallie  heede,  you 
are  the  men  who  add  iirength 
to  good  caufes.  Heere  I  am 
come,  fellow  fouldiers,  more  in 
your  right  than  my  owne  ; 
what  (hall  I  fay  ?  heere  I  ffand 
before  you,  but  what  name  to 
give  myfelf,  1  am  altogether  to 
feeke.  A  private  man  I  will 
not  be  termed,  feeing  I  am  by 
the  heft  of  the  nobilitie  and  gen- 
trie  of  his  kingdom,  yea  by  all 
the  world  befides,  that  have 
heard  of  mv  ]ul!  title  and  pre¬ 
tence,  allowed  for  a  prince, 


and  yett  a  prince  you  cannott 
well  call  me,  whilft  another 
poffeffeth  my  right  ;  befides,  a 
queflion  may  be  rayfed,  w hea¬ 
ther  you  yourfelves  be  traytours 
or  true  fubje&s,  till  it  be  deci¬ 
ded,  what  manner  of  man  you 
have  amongft  you,  a  true  law* 
ful  prince,  or  an  enemie. 
What  remay neth  then,  butt  that 
we  joyntlie  ufe  our  heft  endea¬ 
vours  for  the  cleering  of  this 
point,  and  fhewe  to  all  partes, 
wherever  we  come  by  an  invin¬ 
cible  demonffration  of  our  prow- 
efs,  that  the  Lord  of  Holies  is 
patrone  of  our  caufe.  To  fe- 
cond  us  doubt  ye  nott.  Con¬ 
tinue  therefore  in  that  height  of 
courage  and  refo'iution  you  nowe 
are,  and  lett  us  either  in  liveing 
together,  procure  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  this  commonwelth, 
or  by  our  death  conclude  our 
miferies:  in  both  lett  us  have  a 
care  of  the  honour  of  our  an- 
ceflrie  and  pofleritie. 

(1)  The  Welfhmen,  with  all  joy, 
receave  the  Earle  at  ATiljord 
Haven.  (2)  Rice  ap  Thomas 
his fpeech  at  the  Dale. 

(1)  The  Earle  had  no  fooner 
finifhed  his  oration,  but  all 
flocked  unto  him  in  a  confided 
manner,  mingle  mangle,  with¬ 
out  all  order,  as  being  tranf- 
»  ported  with  his  eloquence,  and 
ravifhed  with  his  pre fence,  fame 
killing  his  handes,  fume  Kjs  feete ; 
and  fome  adoring  the  ground  he 


t  In  a  letter  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  when  Earle  of  Richmond,  to  John  ap  Meredith, 
t>  Jevan,  ap'Meredith,  of  the  houfe  of  Gwidir,  Carnarvonfhire  in  the  editor  s  pof- 
cffion,  the  ufurper  is  ftyled,  “  that  odious  tyrant,  Richard,  late  Earl  of  Gloucester  ;  on 
vhat  ground  I  know  not,  that  being  the  only  inftance  I  recollect  of  luch  a  title 
»euig  applied  to  him.  j 
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trod  upon,  as  if  hee  were  foine 
angelical  creature,  and  noe  ter- 
reilriall  perfonage  :  then  beating 
up  their  drumms,  founding 
their  trumpetts,  winding  their 
cornetts,  and  to  expreife  their 
inward  joy  and  contentment, 
they  fell  to  fhoutes  and  accla¬ 
mations,  clapping  their  handes, 
and  crying  up  to  heaven,  King 
Henrie,  King  Henrie,  downe 
with  the  bragging  white  boare. 
After  this  they  betake  them  to 
their  orifons,  praifmg  God,  and 
faying,  nowe  is  the  accepted 
time,  nowe  are  thofe  happie 
dayes  come,  will  recover  againe 
that  deluge  of  blood  fpilt  within 
our  land  ;  here  is  the  pledge  of 
our  peace  and  welfare  ;  ’tis  butt 
an  adventure  we  are  to  make,  t.o 
make  all  this  good  ;  let  us  goe 
on  m  God’s  name,  and  St.  Da¬ 
vid,  and  we  fhall  prevail.  When 
they  had  for  a  while;  in  thefe 
lowde  plaufes,  and  fweeteft  ju- 
bilyes,  penetrated  the  aire,  and 
echoed  forth  their  loving  affec¬ 
tions  in  the  moll  pleafmg  man¬ 
ner  ol  exprelb ons  ;  Rice  ap 
Thomas,  when  he  fawe  his  time, 
drewe  them  backe,  command¬ 
ing  every  man  to  his  colours  ; 
whereby  the  Earle  might  fee,  in 
what  order  and  obedience  he 
held  them,  to  their  places  oi  fer- 
vice  ;  then,  he  made  up  pre- 
fentlie  to  the  Earle,  in  a  grave 
march,  and  in  an  humble  ftraine 
thus  fpoke  to  him. 

(2)  My  Lord  and  Maher; 
you  are  heere  (you  lee)  with  the 
generall  applaufe  oi  thefe  my 
fellow  fouldiers  in  a  kind  of  mi- 
Jitarie  election,  or  recognition, 
ialuted  King  ;  and  our  fuite. 
nowe  is,  you  will  take  us  to 


your  protedlion  ;  we  are,  as  yet, 
but  in  a  Itorme,  and  it  much 
concernes  both  you  and  us, 
fpeedilie  to  provide  ior  each 
other’s  fafetie.  While  wO  have 
you  at  the  heline,  we  are  confi¬ 
dent,  Sir,  by  God’s  helpe,  and 
your  wife  difcretion,  to  arrive, 
ere  long,  at  our  wifhed  porte. 
Let  us,  therefore,  il  we  meane 
to  doe  well  and  goe  through, 
flick  with  our  bufinefs,  flrike 
while  the  yron  is  hot.  Vv  e 
have  furniture  of  arms  fufficient, 
and  to  fpare,  and  I  allure  you, 
our  hartes  are  as  well  furmfhed 
within,  as  our  bodies  without. 
God  hath  given  you  the  abio- 
lute  commaunderie  of  both;  with 
us,  remaines  onlie  the  glorie  of 
obedience.  Weare  we  nowe, 
Sir,  upon  fome  private  attempt 
ol  our  owne,  we  could  proceede, 
and  flop,  goe  on,  and  come  off, 
at  pleafure,  with  you,  my  Lord, 
who  are  defigned  ior  Emperie, 
it  is  otherwife  ;  there  being  noe 
middle  courfe  to  runn,  a  King 
or  a  beggar.  You  are,  God  he 
thanked,  in  a  good  way  to  putt 
things  out  or  doubt  ;  goe  on, 
then,  Sir,  and  lofe  noe  time,  it  s 
ill  dallying  with  edge  tooles. 
As  for  our  well  wifhes  towards 
the  advancement  of  your  fervice, 
I  hope  wee  have  iatisfied  you 
in  wordes  ;  afifion,  (the  onlie 
thing  we  would  be  at)  muff 
nowe  be  the  true  touchftone,  to 
try  us  throughout  ;  that  will 
fhewe  us  whole  unto  you,  whoe, 
for  the  prefent,  you  fee  but  in 
parte.  Let  us,  then.  Sir,  pray 
be  a  doing,  and  let  us,  noe  fur¬ 
ther  boaft  ourfelves  at  the  buck¬ 
ling  on  bur  armour,  but  refer ve 
ourfelves,  until  we  put  it  off. 
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Call,  then,  my  Lord,  for  your 
French  forces  afhore,  and  let 
them  take  fome  eafe  and  refreaclr 
ment,  examine  what  defends 
they  may  have  in  their  armes, 
or  otherwife,  and  according  to 
our  meanes,  we  lhall  not  be 
wanting  to  minifter  a  fupplie, 
then  may  you  difpofe  ol  both 
them  and  us,  as  lhall  bell  fuite 
with  your  affaires,  foe  God  prof- 
per  our  proceedings. 

(1)  The  French  Annie  is  landed 
and  [applied  with  necejfaries. 
(2)  The  Earle  of  Richmond , 
and  Rice  ap  Thomas ,  co'nfult 
together,  for  the  right  order¬ 
ing  of  'their  bufinefs.  (3) 
The  Bifhop  of  St.  David's 
preacheth  to  the  whole.  Arme. 
[a]  "They  march  fever al way es , 
and  meeie  againe  about 
Shr.eujhurie, 

(1)  Rice  ap  Thomas  having 
made  an  end  of  what  he  would 
fay,  the  Frenchmen  lying  abord 
all  this  while,  were  lent,  for  to 
land ;  wjioe,  upon  their  coming, 
were  marveioufiie  well,  and 
kmdiie  receaved  by  Welchmen, 
and  entreated  with  all  curtefie, 
each  man  driving  (and  indeede, 
to  do  them  but  right,  lor  that 
foie  virtue  of  curtefie  towards 
ft  rangers,  I  thinke  the  Welch 
goe  beyond  all  the  nations 
of  the  world)  ;  everie  man,  I 
fay,  driving  to  give  them  all 
contentment,  and  cheering  them 
up  with  irelh  victuals,  or  what 
other  way  they  could  dovile, 
to  encreafe  and  continue  this 
new  begun  acquaintance.  1  he 
Earle  of  Richmond,  then  en- 
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treated  the  Earles  of  Oxford 
and  Pembrock,  to  mu  Her  the 
French,  and  take  a  view  of 
their  defends, 'whoe,  upon  en- 
quirie,  found  they  wanted  both 
necelfarie  furniture  ol  armes, , 
and  other  munition,  befides  that, 
they  were  verie  rawe  and  ig¬ 
norant  in  (hooting,  handling  of 
their  weapons,  and  dilcharging 
the  ordinarie  dutie  ol  iouldiers  ; 
men,  as  it  feemed,  ray-fed  out  oi 
the  refufe  of  the  people,  and 
cl  ap’d  upon  the  Earle,  to  avoyd 
his  further  importunities ;  which 
coming  to  Rice  ap  1  homas  his 
eares,  he  was  not  foe  wroth 
with  the  French  King’s  former 
delay-es,  as  nowe,  with  the  poor- 
neffe  of  his  fupplies  ;  yet  con-, 
taining  himfell,  he,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  furnifhed  them  with  all 
fuch  things,  as  he  could  fpare, 
without  the  damage  of  his  own 
particular,  though  in  hart,  be 
w idled  them  backe  againe  in 
France,  there  being  nott  one 
man  of  qualitie  among  them,  to 
endeere  future  ages  to  make 
mention,  eyther  of  his  name  or 
fervice. 

(2)  This  being  done,  after 
the  Earle  of  Richmond  had  em¬ 
braced,  and  thanked  Rice  ap 
Thomas,  for  his  forwardneffe  in 
affurthering  his  fervice,  they, 
both  together,  with  the  Earles 
of  Oxford  and  Pembrock, 
drewe  alide,  to  conftder  of  their 
prefent  ftate  and  condition,  and 
what  courle  was  hed  to  be  taken, 
for  their  putting  forward.  In 
fine,  they  concluded,  the  Earle 
ffionld  "ftiape  his  courfe  by 
Cardigan ,*  and  Rice  ap  Thomas 


*  There  have  been  frequent  enquiries  inftituted,  with  regard  to  the  different 
routes  which  Charles  the  Ihrit  took,  whilft  he  traverfed  the  kingdom  m  various  di- 
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by  Carmarthen,  that  foe  going 
feveral  wayes,  tl;e  Welch  and 
the  French  mought  be  kept 
afunder,  to  prevent  fuch  jarres 
and  quarrels,  as  commonlie 
arife  betweene  ft  rangers ;  ap¬ 
pointing  Shrewfburie  for  their 
rendezvous,  and  place  of  meet¬ 
ing  againe.  In  the  meane  while, 
Arnold  Butler,  Richard  Grif¬ 
fith,  and  John  Morgan,  men 
fo  rward  in  their  charge,  weare 
appointed  to  meete  the  Earle  in 
feverall  places  ;  foe  to  firength- 
en  his  partie,  if  occafion  were 
offered  ;  to  direbf  and  convoy 
him  over  thole  uncouth  wayes 
and  faftneffes  ;  to  call  in  for 
fuch  provibons,  as  the  countrie 
could  afford,  for  the  rehefe  of 
their  armie  ;  and  lafllie,  to  in¬ 
form  the  people  as  they  went 
along,  what  fide  Rice  ap  Tho¬ 
mas  ment  to  flick  to  ;  by  which 
meanes,  a  world  of  companie 
flocked  unto  him,  not  caring 
wheather  they  went,  fpe  they 
went  along  with  him. 

(3)  When  all  things  weare 
thus  in  a  readineffe,  the  Bifhop 
of  St.  David’s  ftepps  up,  and 
makes  a  learned  fermon  to  the 
whole  armie,  taking  for  his  text, 
that  of  the  Pfalmift.F  “  The 
Earth  is  weak  and  all  the  Inha¬ 


bitants  thereof ;  I  bear  up  the 
pillars  of  itT  Pointing  out  to 
them,  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
verfe,  the  wicked  raigne  of 
King  Saul,  to  whom  he  likened 
King  Richard  ;  and  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  the  verfe,  the  happie 
fucceffion  of  King  David,  whom 
he  wifhed  the  Earle  of  Rich¬ 
mond  to  imitate,  in  re-eftablifh- 
ing  the  pillars,  which  Richard, 
by  his  bloodie  tyrannic,  had  put 
out  of  frame,  that  is,  that  he 
would  have  a  care,  when  he 
were  in  perfebl  authpritie,  for  the 
true  worfhipping  of  God,  and 
the  adminiflration  of  juftice  ;  the 
two  maine  pillars,  wherewith 
all  good  commonweiths  are  fup- 
ported  ;  that  nowe  having  taken 
armes,  however,  for  the  regain¬ 
ing  of  his  owne  right,  he  fhould 
not  putt  his  truft  in  charotts  or 
horfes,  or  in  the  ftrength  of 
man,  butt  in  the  name  of  the. 
Lord  ;  for  by  that  way  onlie, 
David  proved  vibforious,  whole 
example  lie  advifed  the  Earle  to 
follpwe ;  and  then,  the  next 
newes,  faid  the  Bifhop,  wee. 
fhall  hear,  will  be,  Oiir  Ene¬ 
mies  are  brought  downe  and  fal¬ 
len  ;  but  we  are  rifen ,  and  fand 
upright Going  on  in  this 
kind,  with  manie  other  profitable 


regions  during  the  civil  war,  many  of  which  have  been  fettled  with  accuracy.  The 
certainty  would  be  no  lefs  curious  and  interefting,  to  afeertain  the  different  ftages  of 
Richmond's  march  through  Wales,  in  his  way  toBofworth,  Two  of  his  refting  pla¬ 
ces  are  well  authenticated  ;  which  I  fhall  here  mention,  as  an  inducement  to  fuch  as 
may  be  poffeffed  of  ampler  means  of  information,  to  add  to  the  catalogue.  David  ap 
Evan,  of  Llvvyn  Dufvdd,  in  the  parifh  of  Landiffilio  Gogo,  Cardiganfhire,  enter¬ 
tain'  d  Richmond  and  his  followers,  one  night,  which  the  Earl  acknowledged  by 
feveral  prefents,  particularly  a  drinking  horn,  richly  mounted  on  a  fiiver  fland 
which  was  afterwards  prelented  to  Richard  Earl  of  Carbery,  and  is  now  in  the  pof- 
felhon  of  John  Vaughan,  Elq.  of  Golden  Grove,  Carmarthenfhire.  The  following 
mght,  1  non  ap  David  Llwyd,  Efq.  of  Wernnewyd,  in  the  pari  fit  of  Llannarth,  Car- 
diganfhire,  received  the  Earl  in  a  ftyle  of  hofpitality,  fuited  to  the  high  rank  of  his 
guefl. 

+  Pfalm  lxxv.  ver.  4.  4  Pfalm  xx.  ver.  g. 

admonitions. 
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admonitions,  both  divine  and 
moral  1 ;  the  Bifhop  concluded, 
praying,  and  wishing  the  Earle 
111  all  his  wayes,  the  ftrength  of 
Jacob,  and  the  ftrength  of  Ifrael* 
pf  Jacob  to  prevaile  over  men, 
and  of  Ifrael  to  prevaile  with 
God ;  that  the  Lord  oi  Hoftes 
would  fhewe  himfelf  El  neka- 
viothy  a  God  ot  vengeance 
againfl  his  enemies,  and  but  a 
letter  changed,  El  ncchamothy 
a  God  of  comfort  unto  this 
whole  nation.  When  the  fer- 
mon  was  ended,  everie  man 
buckled  on  his  armes,  and  betook 
him  to  his  weapons,  clapping 
their  hands,  and  crying  out  a 
frefh.  King  Henrie,  King  Hen¬ 
rie,  none  but  Henrie  ftsould  be 
their  King,  foe  they  fell  upon 
their  march,  the  Earle,  as  was 
yefolved  before,  towards  Cardi¬ 
gan,  and  Rice  ap  Thomas  to 
Carmarthen. 

(4)  The  Earle  having  taken 
Liverie  and  Seifin  oi  parte  of 
his  kingdom,  and  nowe  in  the 
way  of  poirefling  himfelf  wfith 
the  whole,  Rice  ap  Thomas 
forthwith  commanded  the  bea- 
kons  to  be  fett  on  fire,  thereby 
to  give  notice  to  all  the  countries 
adjacent,  of  his  landing,  and 
withall  to  fummon  his  iriendes 
and  kinfmen  from  all  partes, 
where  his  power  was  extended, 
to  come  in  with  their  forces, 
and  meete  him,  fome  in  one 
place,  fome  in  another,  in  his 
way  to  Shrewsburie.  By  that 
time  he  came  to  Carmarthen, 
his  number  was  much  increafed ; 
from  thence  to  a  place  called 
Lanimdiffry  he  goes,  his  fnowe- 


ball  gathering  more  and  mote  in 
the  rowling,  and  foe  to  Breck- 
nocke,  where  divers  pf  the 
Vaughans  and  Gamess  gave 
him  the  meeting,  men  oi  noble 
families,  and  verie  powerful  in 
thofe  countries,  with  manie  tall 
and  able  followers :  fome  oi  them, 
as  being  his  neare  kinfmen  and 
iaft  friends,  doing  him  the  ho* 
nqur  to  goe  along  with  him  m 
thofe  his  brave  adventures.  Du¬ 
ring  the  fhort  time  of  his  being 
at  Brecknock,  there  happened 
a  paflage  both  wittie  and  ftoute, 
betwixt  one  ^Richard  Games,  of 
the  houfe  of  Aberbrane,  and 
himfelf,  which  I  may  nott 
omit.  This  Richard  was  a 
very  valiant  Gentleman,  and  foe 
pleafant  a  companion  withall, 
that  (as  the  report  goes)  he  could 
doe  no  hing  butt  in  jeft,  fave 
onlie  fight ;  that  he  ever  did  in 
earned  :  which  earneftnefte  of 
his  coft  him  one  oi  his  leggs  in 
the  end.  Notwithftanding,  there 
was  noe  man  more  forward  to 
goe  on  the  prefent  fervice,  then 
himfelfc  ;  a  thing  Rice  ap  Tho¬ 
mas  would  noe  way  heare  of, 
allthough  the  faid  Games  was 
his  neere  kinfman,  and  intimate 
friend,  and  one  in  whofe  mer- 
rie  and  facete  converfation,  (as 
alwayes  free  from  offence)  he 
tooke  much  delight.  This 
Richard  Games  begap  to  take 
in  ill  part,  as  thinking  himfelfe 
flighted  therein,  and  therefore 
deli  red  to  know  a  reafon  of  his 
repul fe,  to  which  Rice  ap  Tho¬ 
mas  made  anfweare,  that  it  was 
not  for  anie  doubt  he  had  of  his 
valour  and  courage  (oi  which  he 


*  A  lineal  defeendant  of  Six  David  Gam, 
tie  of  Agincourt. 


who  was  knighted,  and  flain  at  the  bat. 


had 
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had  alreadie  given  to  the  world 
fufficient  teftimonie)  that  he  de- 
fired  to  leave  him  behind,  butt 
becaufe  he  would  fpare  him,  in 
refpebt  he  was  growne  lame  and 
defective  in  one  of  his  leggs.  Iam, 
therefore,  replied  Games,  the 
litter  for  your  companie,  for  if 
I  be  not  deceived,  fffid  he,  the 
fervice  you  are  upon,  requires, 
as  well  men  that  will  abide  by  it, 
as  fuch,  who  can  runn  away. 
Say  you  foe,  cozen,  faid  Rtce  ap 
Thomas,  whv  then  I  lee,  vou  and 
I  muff  never  parte,  for  fuch  as 
you  are  who  will  abide  by  it, 
are  the  men  to  whom  we  mull 
trull:  whereupon,  Richard 

Gaines  incontinently  made  hirn- 
felfe  readie  to  goe  along,  being 
well  provided  aforehand,  both 
of  horfe  and  annes,  to  encoun¬ 
ter  wjth  all  dangers.  By  that 
time,  Rice  ap  Thomas  was  come 
to  Brecknocke,  his  traine  was 
grown  foe  long,  that  it  was 
high. time  to  cut  it  Ihorter,  the 
-companie  that  loll  owed  him 
growing  cumber foine  ;  for  his 
almoft  incredible,  with  howe 
much  ernelf  alfedlion  from  all 
quarters  they  came  to  him,  even 
women  and  children,  to  their 
power  expreffing  as  much  coin 
race  and  refolution,  as  the  tal- 
left  fouldier  there,  to  undergoe 
the  fervice.  Notwithftanding 
which,  Rice  ap  Thomas  was  no¬ 
thing  inflated,  with  thefe  palpa¬ 
tions  and  appiaufes  of  the  gid- 
die  multitude,  but  heeding  the 
workehe  had  in  hand,  fell  pre- 
fentlie  to  examine  his  forces, 
.that,  as  ther  were  afferobled, 
calling  out.  of  the  belt,  of  them, 

*  This  conftantly  occurs  in  our  Welch 
fame  chrifttan  name,  with  the  ditlindtion 
Uavid,  has  been  already  mentioned,  with 


foe  marne,  as  made  tip  his  num¬ 
ber  full  2000  horfe  well  manned, 
and  well  armed  at  all  pointes, 
fuch  and  foe  excellent,  as,  which 
way  foever  they  went,  drewe 
with  a  kind  of  ravilhing  delight, 
the  eyes  of  all  beholders  ;  and 
indeede,  all  Englilh  writers, 
whenever  they  make  mention 
of  Rice  ap  Thomas,  doe  hill  an¬ 
nexe  fome  epithet  of  honour  to 
his  brave  troupes  of  horfe. 
Having  thus  made  his  provifion 
for  the  war,  he  began  to  thinke 
of  his  owne  fortunes  at  home  ; 
and  howe  to  fecure  that,  and 
make  a  fafe  retreate  in  cafe  of 
extremitie.  Therefore  to  make 
good  his  Hake,  he  made  choice 
of  500  more,  out  of  the  remain¬ 
der  and  overplus  of  his  armie, 
whom  he.  recommended  to  the 
charge  of  Ins  two  brothers. 

avid  the  younger,  and  John, 
togither  with  the  tuition  of  his 
onlie  fon,  young  Griffith  Rice, 
commaunding  them  to  keepe  to¬ 
gither,  and  nott  lay  by  their 
armes  until  his  pleafure  were 
further  fignlfied;  and  withall, 
that  they  would  take  care  in  his 
abfence,  to  protect  thofe  from 
injurie,  who  come  in  foe  loving 
a  manner  to  expreffe  their  affec¬ 
tions  towards  him.  With  the 
affurance  heereof,  the  ref  due  of 
his  followers  went  away  to  their 
homes  well  fatisfied,  yet  fhed- 
ding  abundance  of  teares,  and 
filling;  the  ay  re  with  doleful  la¬ 
mentations  at  his  departure. 
Being  in  this  glorious  equipage, 
and  foe  fhonglie  provided  on  all 
handes,  Rice  ap  Thomas  made 
with  all  fpeed  for  Shrewfburie, 

pedigrees,  where  two  children  bear  the 
only  of  elder  and  younger;  the  elder, 
the  addition  of  Ceffil  C%uUu. 


1 


and 


BIOGRAPHY. 


lot 


and  as  he  went,  mett  with  the 
Earle  of  Richmond  in  his  way, 
to  whom  he  made  humble  obey- 
fance,  vowing  to  followe  linn 
through  all  dangers,  to  the  utter 
fu'-verfion  both  ol  the  tyrant 
and  his  wicked  complices. 

(1)  The  Author  in  the  continu¬ 
ation  oj  his ,  oj  this  Jr  one  hi - 
therunto  hath ,  for  the  w ojl 
Part  told  you,  zuhatthe  Welch 
alone  fay  of  Rice  dp  Thomas  : 
hereafter  he  meanes  the  Eng - 
hfh  and  the  Welch  togither 
Jhall  f peake  for  him;  his  rea- 
Jons for  both, 

(1)  As  yet,  I  am  but  in  the 
confines  of  Wales,  and  there¬ 
fore  bound  to  f ett  downe  the 
pall  ages  ol  their  affaires  there, 
according  to  thofe  relations  I 
have  receaved  thence,  holding 

.  O 

them  (as  good  reafon,  in  what 
may  concerne  themfelves,  as 
more  authentic ke  and  certaine 
g  ides  than  anie  other.  For 
noe  doubt,  the  prootes  of  buf- 
neffes  which  are  derived  from 
the  fource  and  well-head,  where 
they  were  primarily  afted,  doe 
much  more  worke  upon  our  be- 
leefe,  and  carrieth  a  greater 
fhare  of  truth,  than  what  we 
find  in  bookes,  obtruded  to  the 
world  by  common  writers  ; 
wlioe  have  bought  their  ware 
upon  trull,  relying  upon  fame, 
augmenting  ever  to  the  worfe, 
the  farther  it  goetli.  I  muff 
confeffe,  I  have  taken  fome 
panics  m  the  dilquifition  of  the 
truth  ;  I  have  conferred  with 
divers  antiquaries  of  good  re¬ 
pute,  and  of  ableff  judgments 


that  way,  I  meane  our  Welch 
Bardes  ;  to  whom  I  muff  fub- 
fcribe  the  rather,  becaufe  for  the 
moff  parte,  I  find  them  all  in  a 
tale.  The  fame  libertie  we 
take  we  give.  And  nowe  I  am 
entring  the  borders  of  England, 
I  lhall  as  ffladlie  followe  the 
courfe  of  Englifh  hiftorie,  as 
heretofore  I  have  don  of  the 
Welch  ;  that  foe  from  the  tefti- 
monie  of  both,  Rice  ap  Thomas 
may  receave  a  double  confirma¬ 
tion  of  his  heroicke  proceed- 
inges  ;  wherein,  laying  abide  all 
partialitie,  you  will  find  bee  came 
not  fhort  of  anie,  that  lived  ir$ 
thofe  times. 

(1)  The  Earle  of  Richmond  and 
Rice  ap  Thomas ,  meete  at  the 
place  appointed.  Tiny  march 
togither  to  Shreifburie ,  and 
thence  by  degrees  to  Adder - 
foue.  A  brief e  touch  of  the 
paffages  in  their  jorney. 

(x)  When  the  Earle  of  RicW 
mond  was,  as  I  faid,  in  his  w^y 
to  Shrew fburie,  mett  and  fain¬ 
ted  by  Rice  ap  Thomas,  with 
foe  goodlie  a  band  of  Welchmen, 
it  was  noe  final  1  joy  unto  him, 
to  receave  a  full  alfurance  of  the 
aide  and  fuccour  of  foe  power- 
full  a  commaunder  ;  for  von 
muff  knowe,  the  Earle  all  this 
while  (notwithftanding  all  thofe 
reall  promifes  made  unto  him  at 
Milford)  was  much  appaled  and 
troubled  in  mind  ;  not  knowing 
well  what  to  thinke  of  Rice  ap 
Thomas,  there  being  divers  ru¬ 
mours  dif perfed,  up  and  downe, 
through  Ins  armie,  that  the  faid 
Rice  ment  to  fide  with  Richard; 
and  for  that  purpofe  was  readie 
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to  give  him  battaile,  and  to  in- 
terrupt  his  paffage,  which  ru¬ 
mour  indeede,  Rice  himfelfe, 
put  of  policie,  had  can  fed  to  be 
blowne  abroad,  to  hoodwinke 
the  tyrant,  untill  he  were  in  his 
full  ftrength.  And  this  his  de- 
vife,  he  acquainted  the  Earle 
withall,  at  their  find  meeting, 
which  prefentlie  removed  all 
jealoufie,  and  caufe  of  diftruft  ; 
and  foe  togither  they  marched 
on  to  Shrew fburie,  where  the 
Rarle  was  receaved  with  an  ave 
^ chair 6 ,  and  God  fpeede  the 
well,  the  ftreetes  being  fire  wed 
with  herbes  and  flowers,  and 
their  doores  adorned  with  greene 
boughes,  in  teftirnonie  of  a  true 
hartie  reception.  And  here  I 
pray,  obferve  the  manner  of 
Rice  ap  Thomas,  his  ordering 
and  arraying  his  men,  which  for 
the  rarenefs  thereof,  is  worthie 
pf  a  note.  The  fir  ft  thinp-  he 
would  ever  doe,  when  he  were 
to  rayfe  anie  forces,  was  to 
J^arcn  into  the  nature  and  dif- 
ohtion  of  his  fouldiers,  and  as 
e  found  them  enclined  in  their 
affections,  foe  to  place  and  ar¬ 
range  them,  each  by  the  other; 
brothers  he  would  joyne,  and 
aifociate  to  brothers,  cozens  to 
cozens,  and  friendes  to  friendes, 
foe  to  ftir  an  emulation  in  them, 
to  excel!  the  one  the  other, 
when  they  were  to  fall  upon 
anie  notable  piece  of  fervice  : 
as  for  ftrangers,  whofe  fpiritts 
be  knewc  to  be  lefs  eager  and 
hott  fas  nott  having  the  like  mo- 
tives)  in  fo  friendlie  a  contenti¬ 
on,  thofe  he  ever  placed  laft, 
leaving  allwrays  to  them  the  pre¬ 
cedence,  whoe  were  Iikelieft 


to  be  moft  affive  in  the  purfuite 
of  glorie,  and  this  cpurfe  he 
continuallie  pradfifed  in  all  his 
future  employments,  which 
made  him  foe  ftrong,  that  like 
Silurus  his  fheafe  of  arrowes, 
he  could  never  be  broken,  be¬ 
ing  ftill  vi&orioufe  in  whatever 
he  undertooke  ;  for  foe  fortu¬ 
nate  he  was  in  the  atcfiieving  of 
greate  and  weightie  matters, 
wheather  civill  or  miljtarie,  that 
npe  adfion  of  his,  butt  was  held 
worthie  of  fome  newTe  honour  or 
office,  efpecialhe  his  warlike 
adfions.  And  certainlie,  this 
fipgularitie  of  ordering  his  art 
mie,  mull  needes  be  a  great 
caufe  of  making  him  foe  invin¬ 
cible,  a  lefTon  it  feemes,  he  had 
learned  from  Pammenes,  in 
Plutarch,  whofe  counfell  wras 
evpr.“  Ut  in  hello  amatores  am  ot¬ 
tos  juxta  locarentur ,  quo  fer- 
mius  ejjet  virculum.''  But,  tq 
goe  on.  From  Shrewfburie 
they  went  to  a  fmall  village, 
called  Newport,  and  there  Sir 
George  Talbot  came  unto  the 
Earle,  with  2000  tall  men, 
which  ftill  grave  him  more  en~ 

o 

couragement,  infoemuch,  that 
he  hoped  his  game  hitherunto 
being  foe  fairlieplaied,  he  could 
not  chufe  but  rife  a  winner  in 
the  end.  /Alter  this  for  Staf¬ 
ford  they  goe ;  thence  to  Lich¬ 
field  and  foe  to  Adderftone^ 
where  he  and  his  father-in-law^ 
the  Lord  Stanley,  met  and  con- 
fulted  touching  the  ordering  of 
their  affaires,  and  howe  to  give 
battaile  to  king  Richard,  which 
donn,  they  departed  each  to  his 
charge. 


AW* 


(1)  King 
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goes,  that  thefe  two  noble 


(1)  King  Richard  is  advertized 
of  the  Earle  of  Richmond  his 
landing  at  Milfordi — He 
raifeth  a  greate  armie ,  and 
foe  marcheth  on  to  the  Towne 
oj  Leycefer . 

(1)  Richard,  all  this  while, 
relying  on  the  faftnefle  of  his 
friendes  in  Wales,  lay  carelelfe 
at  Nottingham,  where,  it  feemes, 
his  intelligence  was  but  poore, 
or  his  efpialls  verie  falfe  and 
trecheroufe  :  for  the  Earle  was 
come  beyond  Shrewfburie  be¬ 
fore  he  hard  anie  word  of  his 
landing;  foe  as  we  may  eafilie 
perceave  all  things  did  con¬ 
spire  the  confufion  of  this  mon¬ 
ger.  It  was  not  long  ere  he 
was  advertized  of  the  Earle’s 
arrivall  at  Milford,  and  that  all 
things  necelfarie  for  his  enter- 
prize  were  unprovided  and 
verie  weake,  which  made  him 
rechlelfe  of  what  foe  neerlie 
concerned  him,  as  being  con¬ 
fident,  that  Sir  Walter  Herbert 
and  Rice  ap  Thomas  would 
foone  deleate  foe  poor  a  com¬ 
pany.  I  take  it  there  is  an 
error  committed  here  by  all  our 
hi  Monographers  in  joyning  Sir 
Walter  Herbert*  and  Rice  ap 
Thomas  togrther  in  this  place; 
for  although  Sir  Walter  was  a 
man  ol  great  commaund  in 
Glamorgan  andMonmouthlhires, 
vet  in  thofe  partes  where  Rice 
ap  Thomas  bare  fway  he  had 
fiothing  to  doe.  The  report 


gentlemen,  being  neere  kinf- 
men  and  faithful  friendes, 
took  feverall  fides,  the  one 
with  Richard,  the  other  with 
Richmond,  and  that  they 
both  (careful  of  their  owme 
faleties,  however  the  world 
went)  did  mutual  lie  compaH  to 
procure  each  other’s  pardon, 
what  fide  fo-ever  prevailed ; 
and  this  tradition  I  have  bin  the 
more  bold  to  fett  down  here, 
having  heard  the  fame  allowed, 
and  confirmed,  by  divers  of 
that  honourable  familie.  Nowe, 
to  proceed,  by  and  by,  a  fecond 
meflfage  was  brought  to  the  king, 
that  the  Earle  was  on  his  way 
beiond  Shrewfburie,  and,  that. 
Rice  ap  Thomas  attended  him 
with  all  his  power,  at  which 
name  the  tyrant  ffartled,  crying, 
out  lor  vengeance  on  him  who, 
contrarie  to  his  oath,  had  thus 
deceaved  him.  Being  thus  af- 
frighted,  he  began  to  think  it 
high  time  to  looke  about  him 
therefore,  in  all  hafte,  he  fendes 
for  his  moff  truflie  friends,' 
Norfolk,  Northumberland,  and 
others.  And  ioe  railing  a  pui- 
fant  armie,  like  an  experte  com- 
maunder  (as  irrdeede  in  feates  of 
armes,  and  matters  of  chivalrie, 
to  give  the  devil  1  his  dewe,  he 
was  nothing  inferiour  to  the 
bell),  falls,  forthwith,  to  dif- 
pofe  them  with  a  great  deale  of 
judgment.  Then  calling  for 
his  horfe,  a  goodlie  white  cour- 


*  I  take  this  Sir  Walter  Herbert  to  be  the  Ton  of  William  Herbert,  fir  ft  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  of  that  name. - Sir  Walter  married  a  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 

ham,  and  died,  without  iftue3  in  lu-  father’s  life-time. 
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fer  with  as  much  fpeede  as 
the  downe  preffing  plummets 
of  his  villainies  would  give 
leave;  attended  by  his  footmen, 
and  guarded  with  wings  of 
horfe,  with  a  meagre  and  dread¬ 
ful  countenance,  he  comes  to 
the  towne  of  Leycefler. 

(l)  Rickard  and  Richmond 

prepare  for  Battaile . — They 
jig  fit . — Richard  is  Jlain. 

(1)  By  this  time  both  armies 
were  come  within  view,  the 
one  of  the  other,  neere  the 
village  of  Bofworth.  Richard 
committed  the  vauntguard  of 
Ills  armie  to  that  approved 
cheeftaine,  Northfolke?  after 
him  the  king  followed  himfelf 
with  the  bodie  of  the  armie, 
confiding  of  veteran  fouldiers, 
and  approved  men  of  war,  fuch 
as  were  like  enough  to  have 
carried  the  day,  had  their  hartes 
and  bodies  walked  in  the  fame 
courfe.  Hereupon  Richmond 
leades  forth  his  men ;  his  vaunt- 
onard  was  fronted  with  archers, 

O  , 

over  which  the  Earle  of  Oxford 
was  in  cheefe,  the  right  wing 
Sir  Gilbert  Talbot  had  defigned 
unto  him,  and  Sir  John  Savage 
had  the  left,  the  Earle  himfelf 
governed  the  battalion,  having 
with  him  his  uncle  Jafper,  Earle 
of  Pembrocke,  and  Rice  ap 
Thomas,  in  whofe  brave  caval- 
lerie  (he  Earle  repofed  much 
confidence,  for  as  yet  the 
Stanleys  flood  aloofe.  And 


nowe  the  time  was  comP,  ap** 
pointed  by  God,  in  his  feeret 
judgment,  to  determine  for  the 
garland,  foe  that  without  anie 
further  delay,  thefe  two  royal  I 
combatants,  by  their  prayers, 
recommended  themfelves  to  the 
proteftion  of  the  Higheff, 
whetting  the  valeroufe  fpiritts 
of  their  followers,  with  cheer- 
full  orations,  large  promifes,  and 
their  owne  perfonal  braverie. 
And  foe,  upon  fummons  from 
the  death-menacing  trumpett, 
they  encounter  and  fall  to 
blowes. 

- “  Peae  peset  cufpide  cufnis 

Arma  fonant  arm  is,  vir  petiiurque 
viro.” 

While  the  avanfguardes  were 
in  this  hott  chafe,  the  one  of  the 
other,  King  Richard  held  not 
his  hands  in  his  pocket ;  but 
grinding  and  gnafhing  his  teeth, 
up  and  downe  he  goes  in  quell 
of  Richmond,  whom  noe  fooner 
efpying  than  he  makes  at  him, 
and,  by  the  way,  in  his  furie 
manfullie  overthrewe  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Brandon,  the  Earle's  flan- 
dard-bearer,  as  alfo  Sir  John 
Cheney,  both  men  of  miyhtie 
force,  and  knowne  valiancie. 
In  Wales  we  fay,  that  Rice  ap 
Thomas,  whoe  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  clofelie  followed  the  Earle, 
and  ever  had  an  eye  to  his 
perfon,  feeing  his  partie  begin 
to  quaile,  and  the  King’s  gaine 
ground,  took  this  occafion  to 
lend  unto  Sir  William  Stanley, 


*  Saddle  white  Surrey  for  the  field  to-morrow. 

SllAKSl’EARi’s  RlCHARD  III. 
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giving  him  to  underhand  the 
danger  they  were  in,  and  en¬ 
treating  him  to  joyne  his  forces 
for  the  difengaging  the  Earle, 
who  was  not  only  in  defpaire  of 
vi&orie,  but  a'llmoft  of  his  liefe. 
Whereupon  (for  it  feemes  he 
underhood  not  the  danger  be¬ 
fore)  Sir  William  Stanley  made 
up  to  Rice  ap  Thomas,  and 
joyning  both  togither  rufhed  in 
upon  their  adverfaries  and  routed 
them,  by  which  rrieanes  the 
glorie  of  the  day  fell  on  the 
Earle's  fide,  King  Richard,  as  a 
juft  guerdon  for  all  his  facino- 
roufe  actions  and  horrible  mur¬ 
ders,  being  haine  in  the  field. 
Our  Welch  tradition  fayes,  that 
Rice  ap  Thomas  Hue  Richard, 
manfullie  fighting  with  him  hand 

O  O 

to  hand ;  and  we  have  one 
hrong  argument  in  defence  of 
our  tradition,  to  prove  that  he 
was  the  man  who,  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood,  had  don  the  deede,  for, 
from  that  time  forward,  the 
Earle  of  Richmond  as  long  as 
he  lived  did  ever  honour  him 
with  the  title  of  Father  Rice. 
And  feldome,  or  never,  {hall  we 
read  that  our  kings  have  given 
thefe  h  onorifica  g ra tulatioms 
cognomina,  to  their  fubje&s, 
but  for  fome  lingular  and  tran¬ 
scendent  meritt;  and  therefore 
we  may,  probably,  conjecture, 
that  eyther  Rice  ap  Thomas  (as 
the  Speech  goes)  Hue  Richard, 
or  elfe,  without  doubt,  he  per¬ 
formed  fome  meritorioufe  peece 
of  Service  in  that  place,  which 
made  the  Earle  give  foe  honour¬ 
able  an  addition  to  his  name. 

I  will  not  heere  minifter  occa- 
fion  oi  difcourfe,  though  it  hath 


binn  a  queflion  often  argued,  and 
the  cafe  putt  home  on  bo’th  fxdes 
by  fome  of  the  wifed  ft  at  ids  of 
our  times-,  wheather  Stanley  or 
Rice,  in  this  Service,  merited 
mod  from  Richmond?  ’Tis  true. 
Sir  William  Stanley,  Set  the 
crowne  upon  the  Earle  his  head; 
but  the  keyes  hung  at  Rice  ap 
1  ho  mas  his  girdle,  which  lett 
him  in,  and  could  have  Shut  him 
out.  Stanley,  I  fay,  putt  the 
crown  upon  his  head ;  yet, 
in  the  Earle’s  owne  conceipt, 
though  he  came  in  time  innough 
foe  to  doe,  he  ftayed  foe  long  as 
to  endanger  it ;  hut  Rice  ap 
Thomas  followed  him  per  faxct 
per  ignes ,  through  thick  and 
thin,  from  did  to  lad,  to  his 
infinite  charge.  The  truth  is, 
they  were  both  men  of  high 
deferving,  therefore  let  them 
devide  the  honour  betweene 
them,  as  they  did  the  fpoiies  of 
King  Richard’s  tent.  Of  which 
though  Stanley  had  the  greateft 
{hare  |a.  thing  Richmond  rather 
winked  at,  than  liked)  yet  the 
portion  which  Rice  ap  Thomas 
had,  was  delivered  him  by  the 
Earle’  ’s  owne  appointment. 

Well,  nowe  the  tragedie  be¬ 
ing  ended,  and  the  tyrant  Oaine, 

I  {hall  fitt  him  with  an  epitaph 
out  of  DoCior  Cafe,  in  his  Pro¬ 
legomenon  on  Anftotle’s  poli¬ 
ticks,  whoe  notes  him  lor  one, 

“  Oin  vulpis  caput ,  et  cau dam 
Leoms  habuit ;  /anguine  fuoruth 
petut  f  cptrum ,  /anguine  juo 
ami  Jit  r  eg  n  ump' — and  there  I 
leave  him.  Being  thus  ridd  of 
Richard,  the  mod  pedilent  dif- 
eafe  this  land  was  ever  infeded 
withall,  we  are  nowe  fallen  into 

the 
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the  hands  of  a  more  careful 
fhepherd,  Henrie,  Earle  of 
Richmond,  henceforth  Riled 
Henrie  the  Seventh,  who’  hath, 
by  the  helpe  of  God,  laid  a 
firm  foundation  both  of  our 
prefent  and  future  peace  in  this 
our  kingdom,  to  all  pofteritie; 
though,  afterwards,  nowe  and 
then  certain  fjufhings  and 
whelkes  appeared  in  the  face 
of  our  (fate,  which  argued  an 
ill  affe&ed  liver  as  yet  not 
thoroughlie  found. — After  7  e 
Deum  fung,  the  Earle  being 
faluted  king,  he  refolved  to  lay 
fome  fpeciali  markes  of  his 
favour  upon  certaine  gentlemen, 
who  that  day  had  well  deferved, 
for  their  fidelitie  and  courage, 
wherefore  he  began  with  Rice 
sp  Thomas,  and  there  knighted 
him  in  the  place.  T  he  like 
honour  he  did  to  fome  fewe 
others,  whoe  weave  of  prime 
note  arid  noble  blood.  After 
which  he  fetts  forward  for  Lon¬ 
don. 

(i)  A  briefe  Tduch  of  Henrie 
the  Seventh . — His  wife  arid 
drderhe  Proceeding  on  firjl 
attayning  the  Cr ozone.  (2.) 
Of  the  Honours  and  Offices 
conferred  upon  Sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas  then ,  with  his  other 
Employments . 

ft)  Novum  imperium  iri- 
(hoa.ntibus  utilis  dementias 
jama ,  faith  Tacitus,  there  is 
nothing  more  expedient  to  a 
king,  recente  and  frefli  in  go¬ 


vernment,  than  to  ufe  his  bell 
endeavours  for  the  gaining, 
from  all  fortes  of  people,  an 
opinion  of  his  clemencie.  King 
Henrie,  well  read  in  this  max- 
ime,  made  good  ufe  thereof, 
for  at  his  firft  entrance,  to  make 
fore  of  the  affeftions  of  his 
fubje&s,  he  {hewed  a  difpofuion 
worthie  of  a  gracioufe  prince 
by  publifhing,  his  royal  pro¬ 
clamation  with  a  general!  pardon 
to  all  fuch  as  had  taken  armes 
againft  him,  foe  as  they  fubmitt- 
e'd  to  his  mercie  by  a  day,  and 
tooke  the  oath  of  allegiance,  by 
which  meanes  he  ridd  the  offen¬ 
ders  of  their  fears,  and  gained 
much  love.  His  next  care  was, 
to  chofe  fuch  counfellors  as 
might  fhewfc  to  the  wrirld  his 
wifdome,  judgment,  and  capa- 
bilitie  of  rule.  The  chiefeff  he 
made  choice  of  to  receave  the 
complaintes  of  the  aggrieved, 
and  to  reforme  the  ahufes  of  the 
commonwelth,  weare,  Jafper, 
Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earles  of 
Oxford,  Shrewfburie,  and  Dar¬ 
kle,  Richard*,  Bifhop  of  Lon¬ 
don,  aria  Richard  t,  Bifhop  of 
Norwich,  Sir  Rice,  his  truftie 
Welchman  (as  Speede  calls  him  )* 
and  Morgan  of  Kidwellie,  a  faff 
friend  of  the  hinge’s,  when  firft 
he  had  the  crowne  in  defign- 
ment.  Things  being  thus  well 
regulated  in  England,  the  next 
thing  which  fell  under  the 
hinge’s  confederation,  was  the 
reftifyirig  ahufes  in  the  princi¬ 
pal  nie  of  Wales.  Nowe  there 
was  none  feemcd  foe  {it  unto 


*  Richard  Hill,  Bifhop  of  London, 
i  Richard  Nix,  Bifhop  of  Norwich, 
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him  to  undergoe  that  charge, 
as  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas,  and 
he,  therefore,  refolved  to 
make  choice  of  him  for  the 
adminift ration  of  juflice  in  thofe 
partes.  Whereupon  Sir  Rice 
was  prefentlie  Tent  for,  to  whom 
the  king,  in  performance  of  his 
former  promife,  forthwith  gave 
him  the  prsefedfure  and  cheefe 
government  of  all  Wales.  And 
there  the  king  relied  not,'  for 
within  a  fewe  dayes  after  he 
graunted  Sir  Rice  three  patentes 
befides.  In  the  firff,  he  made 
him  confiable  and  lieutenant  of 
Brecknock  :  in  the  fecond,  he 
did  conffitute  him  Chamberlaine 
of  South  Wales,  in  comitatu 
Carmarthen,  and  Cardigan,  and 
by  the  fame  graunt  appointed 
him  Senefchal  of  his  Lordfhip  of 
Buelth  :  in  the  third,  he  gave 
him  Allocationem  Feodi,  and 
all  within  the  compaffe  of  one 
month  ;  whereby  we  may  ga¬ 
ther  the  meritts  were  very  ex¬ 
traordinary,  the  favours  being 
foe  overpreffmg,  efpeciallie  from 
a  king  who  was  clofe-filled,  and 
ever  cautioufe  in  the  difpofmg 
of  his  rewardes.  With  thefe 
honours  and  offices  thus  heaped 
upon  him,  Sir  Rice  was  com- 
maunded  to  goe  for  Wales,  to 
rediifie  fuch  diforders  as  had 
crept  in  there  during  his  ab- 
fence,  which  were  verie  manie, 
for  the  people  wanting  their 
head,  were  nowe  growne  un- 
rulie  and  falne  to  deadlie  feudes 
among  themfelves,  which  was 
chieflie  occafioned  through  the 
turbulencie  of  thofe  fouldiers, 
whom  Sir  Rice  upon  his  going 
for  Bofworth,  had  left  under  the 
charge  of  his  two  brothers,  Da- 
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vid  the  younger,  and  John,  for 
the  fafe  garding  his  onlie  fon, 
Griffith  Rice.  To  compofe 
thefe  differences,  Sir  Rice  fpent 
fome  time,  and  that  to  good 
purpofe,  for  by  pardoning  fome, 
and  punifhing  others,  and  doing 
j  tiff  ice  to  all,  thofe  fierie  fpiritts 
weare  prefentlie  allayed,  Nowe 
for  the  manner  of  Sir  Rice,  his 
proceeding  in  the  time  of  his 
civil  1  government,  thus,  in 
briefe,  he  bore  himfelf.  When¬ 
ever  delinquents  were  brought 
before  him,  his  faffiion  was  to 
begin  with  gentle  wordes  and 
perfuafions  feafoning  them  ever 
and  anon  with  comfortable  ad¬ 
monitions  out  of  the  fcriptures, 
foe  to  imprint  in  the  hartes  of 
the  offenders  the  love  of  juflice 
and  honeftie,  when  this  was 
don,  the  partie  was  difmiffed. 
Againe,  if  that  wrought  nott,  he 
would  growe  more  rough,  betak¬ 
ing  him  to  menaces ;  laftlie,  if  all 
fail’d,  and  that  they  perfevered 
in  ill-doing,  remaining  ftiff  and 
incorrigible,  he  eyther  cutt  them 
off  with  the  fword  of  juflice,  or 
carried  them  to  the  warrs, 
theare  to  end  them,  or  amend 
them.  Yet  for  all  this,  he  fel- 
dome  proceeded  thus  farr  ;  but 
againft  his  will,  and  ever  he 
would  putt  them  off  as  long  as 
he  could.  When  he  afcended 
the  tribunal  or  judgment  feate, 
he  ever  came  thither  free  from 
paffion  Vultu  Legis  :  and  he  all- 
wayes  pronounced  the  fentence 
of  death,  voce  magis  le niter 
fevera ,  quam  rabida.  Such  was 
his  deportment,  when  he  fate 
in  magijlerio ,  and  there  are 
manie  particular  inflances  to 
confirme  the  fame  ;  but,  for  the 
I  pr-efent, 
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prefent,  I  onlie  tye  myfelf  to 
fpeake  of  his  militarie  a&ions  *. 

(1)  The  Lord  Lovell  and  the 
two  Staffords  rebell  again/l 
the  King ,  and  are  Juddenhe 
put  to  flight.  Lambert  Simnell, 
the  counterfeit  Plantagenat 
overthrowne  in  Battaile.  Sir 
Ri  ce  ap  Thomas  his  manhe 
reflolution  and  courage  in  the 
fluid  Battaile. 

(1)  The  king  being  firmlie 
eftablifhed  on  the  throne,  begins 
nowe  to  be  confident  and  full  of 
affurance,  the  reft  of  his  reigne 
would  pafie  away  in  plealure 
and  contentment,  wherein  he 
outreached  his  owne  judgment 
through  over  much  credulitie. 
for  however  he  made  accompt 
of  peace  and  calmes,  yet  his 
fortunes  for  manie  yeares  after 
proved  verie  tempeftuoufe  and 
full  of  broken  feas.  To  checke 
the  rafhneffe  of  his  beleafe,  and 
point  him  to  his  aberration,  a 
prefent  occafion  happened  that 
difturbed  his  fecuritie,  which 
was  a  revolt  made  by  the  Lord 
Lovell  and  the  two  Staffordes, 
who,  like  fmall  puftles,  began 
nowe  to  appeare  in  the  enfmo- 
thed  countenance  of  this  region. 
The  reporte  of  their  rebellion 
made  manie  of  the  king’s  faith- 
full  and  well-affeffed  fubjefts 
take  armes  and  prepare  for  his 


defence,  among  whom  Sir  Rice 
ap  Thomas  was  one  of  the  fore- 
moft,  having  raifed  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  £00  hoi  fe,  and  well  on¬ 
ward  on  his  way ;  but  before 
he  or  anie  of  the  reft  could 
come  with  their  forces  to  the 
field,  newes  was  brought  them 
that  the  fire  was  extinguifhed, 
and  all  turned  to  frnoke  ;  for 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  proclaim¬ 
ing  the  king’s  gracioufe  pardon 
to  all  that  would  come  in  and 
fue  for  mercie,  divers  fubmit- 
ted,  others  fledd,  and  all  dis¬ 
banded,  foe  that  the  king  was 
inafter  of  the  field,  before  he 
fcarce  knewe  that  he  had  an 
enernie. 

In  the  necke  of  this  there 
followed  a  more  boiftroufe 
raging,  furge  ray  fed  and  pro¬ 
voked  by  the  malevoloufe 
afpeft  of  a  bafe  counterfeit,  one 
Lambert  Simnell,  whoe  took 
upon  him  the  perfon  of  Richard, 
Duke  of  Yorke,  fecond  fon  to 
Edward  the  Fourth,  or  Edward 
Plantagenett,  fon  to  the  Duke 
of  Clarence,  nott  caring  whea- 
ther  this  Simnell,.  (a  fitt  name 
for  a  baker’s  fon)  though  fome-  i 
what  with  the  fineft  for  foe 
grofl’e  an  impofter,  Simnell  be¬ 
ing  a  kind  of  bread  ex  fllore  fleu 
polline  punjjimce  jannee  con~ 
flato  :  Cheate  made  of  a  more 
furfuraceoufe  ftuffe,  noe  quef- 
tion  had  binn  more  proper  for 


*  My  Author,  from  feveral  hints  thrown  out  in  the  margin,  had  evidently  an  in¬ 
tention  of  referving  the  hiftory  of  Sir  Rice’s  civil  government  for  a  fecond  volume, 
which  mu  ft  have  proved  a  fource  of  very  interefting  information  refpedting  the  ftate 
of  the  principality,  and  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants  in  thofe  days.  It  is  therefore 
much  to  be  regretted,  that  it  was  either  never  executed,  or  loft  ;  yet,  it  is  probable, 
that  the  work  referred  to  may  ftill  be  extant  amongft  mufty  family  papers,  in  the 
pofleflion  of  fuch  as  are  too  indolent  to  examine  them,  or  when  examined,  illiberally 
tenacious  of  any  thing  curious  that  might  turn  up. 

him ; 
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liim  ;  for  I  am  fure  he  laid  hard 
to  have  cheated  us  of  our  king, 
and  our  king  of  his  crowne. 
This  Simnell,  I  fay,  or  Ignis 
fatuus  blowne  up  and  downe 
with  eyerie  blaft  from  countrie 
to  countrie,  prefumed  at  length 
to  come  to  England,  and  foe 
gathering  fomewhat  to  his  partie 
by  rouling,  encamped  at  Stoke, 
with  full  defire  to  make  pur- 
chafe  of  noe  lelfe  than  a  crowne. 
How  forward  foever  this  jugler 
and  his  adherents  were,  the  true 
king  (as  reafon  good)  took  the 
field  firft,  attended  by  his  two 
approved  generalls,  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  and  the  Earle  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  as  likewife  the  Earle  of 
Shrewfburie,  and  the  Lord 
Strange,  with  divers  Knights 
and  Gentlemen,  namelie,  Sir 
Rice  ap  Thomas,  upon  whom, 
that  day,  the  king  had  bellowed 
a  troop  of  Englilh  horfe,  the  bu- 
finefs  requiring  fuch  half,  foe 
that  he  could  nott  fuddenlie  be 
provided  out  of  W ales.  This  fa¬ 
vour,  among  the  manie,  receaved 
from  his  gracious  mailer,  Sir 
Rice  held  for  the  greatell,  as  be¬ 
ing  the  meanes  whereby  the 
Englilh  and  the  Welch  were 
for  ever  after  tyed  in  an  indiffo- 
luble  knott  of  true  affeftion : 
for  till  this  king’s  raigne  wee 
allwayes  looked  awry  each  on 
the  other,  rather  inclined  to  en- 
mitie  than  amitie.  And  hence, 
upon  this  verie  occafion  (as  the 
report  goes)  grewe  the  firll  con¬ 
cord  betweene  us  ;  Sir  Rice 
giving  fuch  invincible  demon- 
ilrations  of  prowelfe  in  his  owne 
perfon,  and  complying  foewifelie 
with  the  difpofition  of  the  Eng¬ 
lilh,  that  from  that  time  forward 
divers  of  prime  marke  among 
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them,  vouchfafed  to  honour  him 
with  their  companie,  who  fol- 
lowe  him  in  all  their  expeditions : 
an  aft  alone  worthie  to  eternize 
his  rnemorie.  Well,  to  be  Ihort, 
both  armies  meete  and  joyne  bat-* 
taile,  where  all  went  to  wracke 
on  the  impoffor’s  fide  :  4000 

and  upward  of  his  men  being 
llaine,  all  his  commanders  cut 
off,  and  himfelf  taken  prifoner. 
On  the  king’s  parte,  half  the 
vauntgard  mifcarried,  divers 
were  hurt  ;  butt  none  of  note, 
fave  the  valiant  Sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas,  who  that  day  onlie 
fought  for  his  liefe,  elfewhere 
for  his  honour,  for  eyther  to 
give  tellimonie  of  his  braverie 
to  his  newe  companions,  or  up¬ 
on  a  hurt  receaved  by  an  IriOi 
dart  of  Ikeine  from  the  hand  of 
a  common  fouldier,  while  he 
was  in  the  heate  of  a  fingle  en¬ 
counter  with  the  Earle  of  Kil¬ 
dare ;  being  fomewhat tranfporu 
ed  with  furie,  and  further  car¬ 
ried  than  wifedome  gave  him 
commiffion,  he  fell  from  ficrht- 

•  *  .  o 

mg  with  one,  to  fight  with  manie, 
among  whom,  noe  quellion,  op- 
preffed  with  numbers,  he  had 
loll  his  liefe,  had  not  the  Earle 
of  Shrewfburie  refcued  him  out 
of  the  handes  of  the  mercilefs 
rabble,  at  the  fight  of  whofe 
prefence,  infpired  withfrefh  cou¬ 
rage,  he  flies  at  his  enemies,  do¬ 
ing  fuch  (laughter  among  them, 
and  performing  fuch  deeds  of 
armes,  as  contributed  much  to 
that  daye’s  vi6lorie.  This  tra- 
gedie  ended  ;  the  king  was  told 
of  the  bitter  banquet  Sir  Rice 
had  binn  at,  to  whom  in  merri¬ 
ment  he  faid,  howe  nowe  father 
Rice  ?  Howe,  likell  thou  of 
the  entertainment  here  ?  Whea- 
I  2  ther 
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ther  is  better  eating  leeks  in 


Wales,  or  fhamrocke  among 
the  Irifh  ?  Both,  certainlie  butt 
coarfe  fare,  faid  Rice  ;  yett  ey- 
ther  would  ieeme  a  I ealb^  with 
fuch  a  companion,  pointing  at  the 
Earle  oi  Shrewfburie  A  Of  this 
memorable  peece  ol  fervice,  our 
common  hilfory  makes  noe  men¬ 
tion  at  all,  neyther  doe  I  much 
wonder  thereat :  for  the  Englifh 
themfelves  doe  acknowledge 
their  relations  touching  this  bat¬ 
talia  to  be  both  lame,  naked, 
and  umperfeO:,  rather  declaring 
the  fuccefs  of  the  day,  than  the 
manner  of  the  fight :  foe  that  I, 
therefore,  have  herein  laboured 
to  follow  my  Lord  Verulam,  his 
fteppes  in  making  fearch  for  that 
parte,  which  concernes  Sir  Rice 
ap  Thomas  in  this  particular, 
digging  truth  as  he  did  (foe 
neere  as  I  can)  out  ol  the  mine. 

(1)  Henrie  the  Seventh  bickers 
with  the  French  King ,  laieth 
Jiege  to  Bulloigne,  and  for  a 
fumm  of  money  rayjeth  it 
a, game  with  fome  blemijh  to 
his  honour . 

(1)  Henrie  the  VIE  ftandes 
upon  record  for  a  covetous 
prince,  and  we  cannott  allto- 
gether  excufe  him,  lor  in  the 


carriage  and  conduflion  of  af« 
faires  betwixt  himfelf  and  the 
French  king,  he  fornewhat 
plaied  the  parte  of  a  merchant, 
both  with  his  fubjefts  and  em- 
nnes,  gaining  from  the  one,  by 
an  inchoation  and  fhewe  of  warr, 
from  the  other,  by  an  accepta¬ 
tion  of  peace:  a  loule  ftaine  to 
his  honour,  and  which  loft  him 
rtiuch  m  the  eftimation  oi  the 
world  abroad,  and  in  the  hartes 
and  affections  oi  his  fubjeCts  at 
home.  The  firft  difcoverie  of 
Henrie’s  tenacioufnelfe  and  love 
oi  lucre  was  on  this  occafion. 
Charles  the  Eight,  of  France,  a 
prince  altogether  as  covetoufe  to 
enlarge  his  dominions,  as  ever 
Henrie  was  to  fill  his  coffers, 
finding  a  fweetneffe  m  the  ex- 
panfion  of  his  empire  began  to 
look  with  a  wifhiull  eye  upon 
the  Dutchy  of  Britt anie,  which 
afpinng  thoughts  the  king  of 
England  would  laine  have  fup- 
p  ref  fed,  had  he  not  been  foe 
clofe  filled,  that  he  could  not 
away  with  the  leaft  noife  ol  ex¬ 
pence  ;  and  therefore  not  inten¬ 
ding  real  lie  to  warr  with  France 
to  fave  charge,  much  time  was 
trifled  in  negociations,  till  the 
Bretons  received  a  great  over- 
throwe,  and  the  tardie  expedi¬ 
tion  under  Lord  Brooke  proved 


*  My  Author  fin  a  marginal  note,  by  way  of  confirmation  of  what  he  here  has 
advanced),  fays  that  Ire  chanc’d  to  fall  iu  company  with  a  grave  antient  Welch  Gen¬ 
tleman,  well  verfed  in  antiquities,  when,  among  other  difcourfes,  Humbling  (to  uie 
his  own  words)  on  the  fubjefct  in  hand,  he  gathered  that  Sir  Rice  was  once  in  danger 
of  his  life  upon  fome  fervice  againft  the  Itilh,  and  that  muft  needs  be  at  this  time, 
for  he  was  never  elfewhere  embarked  againft  them  :  and  likewife,  that  the  1  rim 
were  then  under  the  command  of  a  great  man  of  England,  one  John  Powel,  m  a 
battle  againft  the  King,  which  name  of  John  Powel,  no  doubt,  he  corruptly  ufed 
for  iohn  De  La  Pole,  Earl  of  Lincoln.  Further,  he  fays,  this  old  Gentleman  told 
him  of  that  very  queftion  after  the  battle,  merrily  propofed  by  the  King  to  Sir  Rice, 
and  for  author  of  this  tradition,  cited  by  one  Parry,  a  Brecknock  (lure  man,  very 
{Itidious,  of  antient  things,  who  was  a  hundred  years  old  ami  upward. 


of 


BIOGRAPHY.  nf 

of  noe  effe£L  However,  Henrie  upon  his  Hire  and  glorious  com- 
now  his  fword  (which  indeede  panions,  and  by  whom  ?  By  an 
was  not  drawne  in  good  erneftj  Os  Anglic?  vere  auieuni,  the 
failing  him,  thought  to  mafter  Yifcount  St.  Albans.  .  V erbum 
his  enemies  by  pollicie,  encou-  regium  delivered  in  his  langu¬ 
raging  Maximilian.the  Emperor,  age,  makes  a  man  more  than  a 
to^goe  on  with  his  fuite  to  the  peere  ;  and  Sir  Rice  is  the  onlie 
Ladie  Ann,  Heire  of  Brittanie,  gentleman  named  among  the  no- 
who  foe  far  follows  Henrie’s  bilitie  here,  and  that  emphati- 
advife,  that  they  were  married  callie,  with  a  magnification  of 
by  foiemn  proxie,  which  the  the  braverie  of  his  troupes.  Yet 
French  king  laboured  to  render  my  Lord  01  St.  oilcans,  foi  axl 
invalid,  by  the  fentence  of  di-  this,  amidft  his  favours,  miftakes 
vines  and  civilians,  that  in  the  Sir  Rice,  his  name  calling  him 
end,  he  obtained  her  for  him-  Richard  'I  homas,  a  flight  mif- 
felf.  Affrontes  thus  multiply-  take,  and  eajie  to  be  amended, 
ing,  and  Henrie  feeing  the  Em-  though  Hard :  bsott  out  thefe 
peror  foe  fhamefully  baffled,  he  foure  letters,  and  we  are  all 
puts  his  owne  title  afoote  to  right.  I  dare  fwere,  if  Sir  Rice 
Normandie,  Guien,  and  Anjou,  weare  alive,  healing  his  foul- 
yea  to  the  whole  kingdom  of  diers  praifed  by  foe  excellent  a 
F  rance.  Wherefore  refilling  all  penn,  he  would  eanlie  remitt 
further  conference  with  '  the  the  indignitie  don  to  his  name  t. 
French  ambafladors,  he  fum-  The  continuer  of  Harding,  in- 
mons  parliament,  and  rayfeth  a  deede,  doth  not  onelie  mif- 
puifant  armie  of  25,000  foote,  name  him,  but  fuperadds  with- 
and  1,500  horfe,  under  the  com-  all,  calling  him  Richard  I  homas 
maund  of  Jafper,  Duke  of  Bed-  Ddy,  or  Black  Richaid  Thomas ; 
ford,  John,  Earle  of  Oxford,  the  firft  place  that  ever  I  read  of 
Thomas  Marquifs,  of  Dorfett,  his  complexion.  The  king  nowe 
Thomas,  Earle  of  Derbie,  having  in  readineffe  his  armie, 
George,  Earle  of  Shrewfburie,  fails  for  Calais,  with  defue  ra- 
Edmond,  Earle  of  Suffolke,  Ed-  ther  to  fhewe  war,  than  to  make 
ward,  Earle  of  Devonfhire,  itt.  From  there  he  makes  for 
George,  Earle  of  Kent,  the  Bulloigne,  to  which  he  laid 
Earle  of  Effex,  and  Sir  Rice  ap  fiege  allmoft  for  a  yeare  together, 
Thomas,  much  noted  for  the  *  during  which  there  palled  noe 
brave  troupes  that  he  brought  memorable  aftion  of  warr  at  all, 
out  of  Wales.  Ah  !  fulcrum  neyther  was  it  hkelie  there 
tjl  digit 0  monjl  ran  et  dicier  hie  fhould,  Henrie  being  otheiwife 
eJL  Heere  Sir  Rice,  by  way  of  difpofed,  and  ayming  at  peace, 
excellence,  hath  an  apofpra-  And  as  he  wifhea  the  calme 
gifme,  a  feale  of  honour  claped  windes  of  peace  begann  to 

*  See  the  life  of  Henrv  the  Seventh,  written  by  the  Lord  Verulam,  Vifcount 
St.  Alhans,  page  ic8. 

f  See  the  Continuation  of  John  Harding’s  Chronicle,  page  12a. 

blowe ; 
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blowe ;  bad  windes  for  thofe, 
who  upon  this  occafion  had 
much  empayr’d  their  eflates, 
and  putt  their  fortunes  upon  the 
venture,  good  onlie  for  both 
kings ;  the  one  fatisfying  his  de¬ 
li  res  in  the  increafe  of  his  trea- 
fure ;  the  other  his  ambition  in 
the  quiet  poffefiion  of  Brittany. 
And  thus  Henrie  growne  full¬ 
handed  as  having  receaved  in 
prefent  745,000  ducketts  for  his 
charges  in  that  jorney,  and 
25,000  crownes  more,  promifed 
to  be  paid  him  yeerelie  for  his 
charges  fulfayned  in  aide  of  the 
Bretons,  away  he  departes  for 
England,  full  well  contented  in 
himfelf ;  however,  generallie 
through  the  whole  armie  they 
began  to  fpeake  fomewhat  broad- 
lie  of  his  rapacioufe  difpofition, 
not  flicking  further  to  fay  :  Fie 
cared  not  whom  he  polled  and 
pilled  to  fill  his  owne  coders,  with 
manie  other  reproaches,  which 
the  kins;  little  heeded,  comfort- 
ing  himfelf,  I  believe,  with  thofe 
wordes  of  that  melancholicke 
and  morofe  Athenian  :  • 


- . .  ■  ■■  Populus  me  fibilut,  at  mihi- 

plaudo, 

Ipfe  dorni,  fimul  ac  nummos  contemplor 
in  area. 

There  were  manie  of  his 
principal!  counfellors  at  the  fame 
time,  had  greate  prefentes  given 
them,  amongfl  whom  Sir  Rice 
ap  Thomas  was  offered  a  pen- 
fion  of  200  markes  by  the  yeare, 
which  he  with  feme  indignation 
refufed,  telling  the  meffenger, 
that  if  his  mafter  intended  to  re- 
leave  his  wantes,  he  had  fent 
him  too  little,  and  if  to  corrupt 
bis  mind,  or  flagger"  his  fideli¬ 
ties  his  kingdom  would  not  be 


enough.  Withall,  ’tis  faid  of 
this  great  man,  Sir  Rice,  that 
when  his  fouldiers  began  to 
mutter,  and  mutinie  with  the 
red,  he  did  noe  more  ;  but  hold 
his  finger,  faying,  St.  or  Jilete 
unto  them,  and  all  was  hufhed  ; 
foe  much  was  the  love  and  re¬ 
verence  they  boare  him,  as  I 
may  fafelie  fay,  that  neyther 
Julius  Csefar  himfelf  with  his 
bare  word,  Qiiirites ,  nor  Au- 
guflus  with  his  Jr  owne. ;  nor 
Pompey  the  Greate  with  his 
Ore  vener an  do.  could  commaund 
more  among  their  mightie  le¬ 
gions,  than  Sir  Rice  with  his 
Jilete  over  the  fmall  number  he 
had  in  charge.  And  thus  you 
have  an  end  of  this  cold  peece 
of  fervice,  which  in  effedl  was 
as  fruitleffe  to  the  common  foul- 
dier,  as  that  idle  expedition  of 
Caligula’s,  whoe  imbattailmg 
upon  the  fea-fhore  (and  noe  man 
wifi  what  he  went  about)  or¬ 
dered  his  armie  on  a  fuddaine  to 
gather  cockle  fkells. 

( 1 )  The  hijlone  of  Perkin  W ar - 
beck  epitomized .  The  Cornijh 
men  rebell ,  and  fide  with 
Warbeck ,  and  are  over - 
throwne .  The  parte  Sir  Rice 
ap  Thomas  aided  in  that  bn « 
JineJfe . 

(1)  The  florme  which  the 
king  forefaw,  and  feard  when  he 
was  abroad,  came  nowe  violent- 
lie  fhowring  downe  upon  him ; 
for  no  fooner  did  he  returne  out 
of  France,  but  he  was  prefentlie 
haunted  with  the  ghofl  of  ano¬ 
ther,  Richard,  Duke  of  Yorke, 
rayfed  by  the  magick  fpells  and 
fubtile  machinations  of  the  Ladie 

Margaret* 
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Margaret,  Dutcbefs  of  Burgun- 
dic,  the  old  inveterate  enemie  of 
the  houfe  of  Lancafter.  This 
Ladie  far  ftricken  in  yeares, 
when  other  women  of  her  age 
had  given  over  child-bearing, 
brought  forth  two  monfters 
Lambert  Simnell,  and  ^Perkin 
Warbeck  ;  ftriphngs  of  ftrength, 
as  foon  as  they  came  into  the 
world,  to  bidd  battaile  to  the 
mightieft  monarkes.  Having 
had  ill  fucceUe  with  the  former, 
and  making  a  right  ufe  to  her- 
felf  of  the  errors  committed  then, 
in  the  conduHion  of  thofe  af¬ 
faires,  fhe  became  now  more 
cautioufe  and  after  long  fearch, 
fitted  herfelf  with  a  fubjeft  eve- 
rie  way  anfwearable  to  her  owne 
defires,  which  fhe  carved  and 
cutt  out  to  the  life,  fetting  forth 
her  counterfeite  and  falfe  ware, 
with  foe  artificial]  a  foile,  that 
both  France,  Germanie,  Scot¬ 
land,  Ireland,  yea  and  a  greate 
parte  of  England  too,  were  taken 
with  her  curioufe  and  fly  con¬ 


veyances.  Nowe,  (that  I  may 
take  noe  more  of  this  ftorie, 
than  leades  me  to  fuch  exploites 
and  fervices,  as  were  perform'd 
by  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas  during 
the  faid  difturbance,  it  being  a 
peece  allreadie  excellentlie  wo¬ 
ven,  by  the  mofl  fkilful  artizan 
of  our  times)  we  muff  knowe 
after  the  dutcheffe  had  for  a 
while  kept  this  Pfeudo-Richard 
in  private,  and  furnifhed  him 
with  fome  cabinett-inffrudfions, 
and  obferving  over  and  befides, 
that  he  was  a  handfome  youth 
and  of  a  winning  behaviour,  dex- 
terouflie  and  featlie  witted,  and 
withall  well  feene  for  his  yeares 
in  making  appofite  anfwears,  and 
fencing  himfelf  from  the  tempt¬ 
ing  objeftions,  foas  he  was  like- 
lie  to  play  his  owne  parte  well 
innough,  if  at  anie  time  he  were 
putt  unto  it,  fhe  became  much 
tranfported  withthe  concede  of 
her  owne  handie  worke ;  her 
next  care  was  howe  to  conveigh 
him  handfomelie  into  fome  other 


*  As  it  may  be  a  matter  of  fome  cimofity,  to  know  the  origin  of  a  man  of  fuch 
fingular  fortune,  and  to  trace  his  pofttrity,  I  Ihall  fubjoin  a  ffiort  pedigree  of  his 
family,  as  it  occurs  amongfl  the  genealog.es  of  Glamorganffiire,  where  it  fettled,  on 
the  marriage  of  Perkin’s  widow  with  a  gentleman  ot  that  count,  y. 


Dirick  Ofbeck,  of  the  town  of  Tournay, 


in  Flanders.  John  Ofbeck  comptroller 
of  the  town  of  Tournay,  married  Cathe 
rine,  daughter  of  Peter  de  Faro,  keeper 
of  the  keys  of  the  gates  of  St.  John,  in 
Tournay 

Peter  Ofbeck,  commonly  call’d  Perkin 
Warbeck,  fon  to  John  aforefaid  married 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Alexander  Gor¬ 
don,  Earl  of  Huntley 

i  She  fecondly  married 

^  1  Sir  Matthew  Cradock. 

Richard  Perkin  married 


Robert  Perkin  of  Rhosy  gelly,  fon  of 
the  faid  John,  married  Alfon,  daughter 
of  Griffith  Thomas,  of  Landtmore, 


Margaret,  daughter  Anne,  daughter 

and  coheirefs  married  and  coheirefs 

Richard  Bydder.  married  Henry 

Bydder,  of  Pennard. 


John  Perkin,  married  Ifabel,  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  Richard  Rogers. 


region, 
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region,  whence  he  mought  firfl 
arife  and  Ihewe  him  felt  to  the 
world.  As  lucke  ferv’d,  the 
Ladle  Brampton,  an  Englifh  La- 
die  wras  about  this  time  embar- 
quing  for  Portugal  1,  by  which 
meanes  the  dutchefs  had  a  fitt 
opportunitie  to  Ihilt  him  thither, 
there  to  flay,  and  abide  her  fur¬ 
ther  direclions.  In  the  interim 
ihe  wrought  meanes  to  difperfe 
abroad,  both  in  England  and  in 
other  kingdoms  adjoining,  that 
Richard,  the  true  duke  of  Yorke, 
was  nott  murther’d  with  his  bro¬ 
ther,  as  was  imagined,  butt  was 
yett  alive,  to  which  rumour  ma¬ 
nic  farrand  neere  were  whiling  to 
lend  their  eares  for  old  affeftion 
to  that  familie.  The  dutchefs 
finding  this  good  efifeSt  of  her  la¬ 
bours,  fends  forthwith  unto  Per¬ 
kin,  that  he  fhould  haflen  to  Ire¬ 
land,  which  commaundes  he 
obey’d,  arriving  not  long  after 
at  Corke.  The  firfl:  who  ap- 
p  riled  the  king  of  his  landing, 
were  his  faithfull  fubje&s,  the 
maior  and  Brethren  of  the  cittie 
of  Waterford,  as  appeares  by  the 
king’s  letter  of  thankes  to  them 
for  that  particular  intelligence ; 
which  I  here  fett  downe  as  well 
fuiting  with  the  bufinefle  in  hand, 
f  aithful  lie  tranfcribed  out  of  the 
originall. 

By  the  King. 

Tour  truftie  and  well  beloved  the 

Maior  and  Brethren  of  the  el¬ 
ite  of  Waterford 

Truilie  and  well  beloved,  we 
greete  you  well,  and  have  re- 


ceiv’dyour  writing  bearing  date, 
the  firft  day  of  this  inftant  month ; 
whereby  we  conceave  that  Per¬ 
kin  Warbecke,  came  into  the 
haven  of  Corke,  the  26'th  day 
of  Julie  laft  paft.  And  that  he 
intendeth  to  make  faile  from 
thence,  towardes  our  countie  of 
Cornwall,  for  the  which  vour  cer- 
tificate  in  this  partie,  -and  for  the 
true  mind  that  you  have  all  way  es 
borne  towards  us,  and  nowe  ef- 
pecially  for  the  fpeedie  fending 
of  your  faid  writing,  which  we 
receaved  the  fifth  day  of  this  faid 
month,  in  this  wee  give  unto 
you  our  right  heartie  thankes,  as 
we  have  lingular  caufe  foe  to 
doe,  praying  you  of  your  good 
perfeverance  in  the  fame  :  and 
alfo  to  fend  to  us  by  your  wai¬ 
ting,  fuch  newes,  from  time  to 
time,  as  fhall  be  occurrent  in 
thofe  partes ;  whereby  ye  fhall 
miniffer  unto  us  full  good  plear- 
fure,  and  caufe  us  nott  to  forget 
your  faid  good  mindes  unto  us, 
in  anie  your  reafonable  clef  res 
for  time  to  come.  Given  under 
our  fignett,  our  manhour  of 
Woodflocke,  the  6th  day  of 
Augu  li. 

t  P.S.  “  O  ver  this,  wre  pray 
you  to  putt  you  in  effeftuall  dili¬ 
gence  for  the  taking  of  the  faid 
Perkin,  and  him  foe  taken,  to  fend 
unto  us.  wherein  you  fhall  not 
onelie  fingularlie  pleafe  us,  butt 
fhall  have  alfoe  for  the  fame  in 
monie  content  the  fomm  of 
1000  markes  fielding,  for  your 
rewards*  whereunto  you  may 
verilie  trull;  for  foe  we  allure 
you,  by  thefe  our  prefent  let- 


*  The  original  of  this  letter  is  to  be  feen  amongft  the  records  of  the  city  of  Wa¬ 
terford. 

|  This  poftfeript  was  written  with  the  king’s  own  hand. 


ters  ; 
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ters;  and  therefore  wee  thinkc 
it  behoofull,  that  ye  fett  forth 
fhipps  to  ihe  fea  for  the  taking 
of  Perkin  aforefaid;  for  they 
that  take  him,  and  bring  or  fend 
him  furely  unto  us,  {ball  have 
undoubtedlie  the  faid  reward.” 

While  Perkin  remayned  in  Ire¬ 
land,  he  took  upon  him  the  per- 
fon  of  the  Duke  of  Yorke,  which 
the  Irifh,  fooles,  as  they  were, 
verilie  beleev’d  to  be  true.  The 
King  of  France,  loveing  the 
fporte  of  blind-man  buffe,  as 
well  as  the  Irifh,  muff  needes  be 
hoodwinked  with  the  reft,  and 
makes  haft  by  foiemn  ambaffie, 
to  invite  this  qui dam  vicletur  to 
come  for  France,  where  he  was 
entertain'd  with  all  the  compli¬ 
ments  due  to  a  greate  prince, 
but  there  on  fome  difeoverie 
made  of  his  Legerdemain,  he 
flaid  not  long,  foe  that  this  airie 
bodie  was  blowne  into  Flanders, 
and  thence  into  Scotland,  where 
he  call  fuch  a  mift  before  that 
kinge’s  eyes  (for  he  was  one 
could  handfomelie  tell  a  lie,  and 
winn  it  credit]  that  he  obtayned 
the  Ladv  Katherine  Gordon,  a 
kmfwoman  of  the  kinges  in  mar¬ 
riage,  and  withall  perfuaded  him 
with  a  great  armie  to  make  an 
invafion  upon  England.  King 
Henrie  impatient  of  thefe  indig¬ 
nities,  fummons  a  parliament, 
whence  he  was  fupplied  with 
one  fubfidie  and  twofifteenes,  in 
the  levying  whereof  the  Cornilh 
men  fell  to  open  rebellion,  who, 
with  the  *Lord  Audley  at  their 
head,  came  even  as  far  as  Black- 


heath,  where  they  encamped, 
thinking  the  time  long  till  they 
had  given  a  full  manifeftation 
of  their  di floyal tie. 

The  king,  as  God  would  have 
it,  was  at  this  time  well  provi¬ 
ded  for  them,  (however  the 
noife  of  a  Pretender,  the  difeon- 
tents  of  fubjedis,  and  the  armes 
of  a  foreigner  (a  dangerous  tri- 
plicitie  to  a  monarchic)  weare 
of  force  to  confound  the  ftouteft 
refolution)  for  having  an  armie 
in  redineffe  to  warr  with  the 
Scotts,  he  made  ftayof  thofe  for¬ 
ces  for  his  owne  defence,  which 
he  prefentlie  divided  into  three 
partes.  The  firft  was  leadde  by 
the  Earle  of  Oxford  in  chiefe, 
afhfted  by  the  Earles  of  Effex 
and  Suffolk,  Sir  Rice  ap  Tho¬ 
mas  and  Sir  Humphrey  Stanley; 
thefe  environed  the  hill  on  the 
right  fide,  and  on  the  left,  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  enemie’s  paffage,  and 
take  away  from  them  all  hope 
of  flight.  The  fecond,  was  un- 
der  the  command  of  the  Lord 
Dauhinie,  who  had  the  charge  to 
fett  upon  them  in  front.  The 
third,  remained  with  the  king, 
to  minifter  frefh  fupplies  as  there 
were  caufe  :  to  be  fhorte,  both 
armies  meete,  and  fall  to  hott 
fight,  (hewing  fuch  equal  1  cou¬ 
rage,  that  awhile  it  grewe  doubt- 
full  on  which  fide  the  vi&orie 
would  reft;  for  the  Cornifh-men 
never  gave  over  to  the  laff,  and 
certainlie  had  they  binn  well 
armed,  and  their  caufe  anfwear- 
able  to  their  ftomackes,  they 
had  gon  neere  to  have  endan- 


*  My  Author,  in  a  marginal  reference,  represents  Lord  .Audley,  as  one  troubled  in  his 
mind,  and  foe  the  fitter  to  be  the  ringleader  of  the  fadiion,  but  on  what  authority  1  know 
not;  as  our  hiltorians  in  general,  fay  no  mure  than  that  he  was  popular,  vaiu  am-, 
tiiiou',  and  reftiefs  in  his  temper. 
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ger’d  the  day,  butt  in  the  end 
were  overcome  and  putt  to  flight, 
leaving  2000  and  upward  of 
their  companions  dead  in  the 
field.  *  At  this  battaile,  Sir 
Rice  ap  Thomas  had  the  com- 
maund  of  1500  horfe,  where  he 
performed  the  dutie  of  a  right 
noble  valeroufe  and  redoubted 
chieftaine  ;  for  having  his  horfe 
twife  flame  under  him,  and 
mounted  on  the  third,  called 
Llwyd  y  Bacfeu,  in  Englifh, 
Grey  Fetter  Lockes  ( a  horfe  he 
ever  referved  for  a  fare  piece  of 
fervice)  he  made  through  the 
thickeft  of  the  enernie  to  the 
Lord  Audley,  whom,  after  a 
fierce  encounter,  ’twas  his  good 
happ  to  take,  and  prefent  to  the 
King  as  his  prifoner,  for  which 
brave  exploite,  the  King  gave 
him,  by  way  of  reward,  the 
goodes  of  the  faid  Lord,  and 
withal  1,  for  his  more  honour, 
created  him  Bannerett  in  the 
field,  having  then  rnanie 
woundes  about  him,  fcarce 
bound  up  adhuc  rubens  ab  hofte. 

The  vidiorie  thus  obtained, 
a  peace  icon  after  was  con¬ 
cluded  betwixt  England  and 
Scotland,  the  Scotch  king  being 
perfuaded  to  difcard  Perkin 
Warbeck  out  of  his  dominions. 
Perkin  embarkes  againe  for 
Ireland,  whither  he  was  no 
fooner  come,  then  letters  were 
brought  him  from  the  difcon- 
tented  partie  in  Cornwall,  who 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
were  readie  to  undergoe  his 


quarrell.  Glad  of  the fe  joyful 
advertizements,  haffend  with 
onlie  fixe  or  feven  fcore  of  his 
wicked  adherents,  to  England, 
landed  at  VFhitfand  Bay,  and 
from  hence  to  Bodmin,  the 
blackfmiths  towne,  where  3000 
of  the  rabble  gave  him  the 
meeting,  which  foe  puffed  him 
up,  that  he  begins  to  flight  the 
title  of  duke  of  Yorke,  and 
putts  forth  his  proclamations  in 
the  name  and  ftile  of  king  Ri¬ 
chard  the  Fourth,  and  thus 
marching  forward  in  a  regall 
manner  with  his  rafcali  regi¬ 
ments,  laid  fiege  to  the  flrong 
citie  of  Exeter. 

The  king  underffanding  of 
his  proceedings,  though  he 
made  but  fporte  thereat,  yett  he 
neglefted  not  the  fending  of  fpee- 
diefupplies  to  relieve  the  towne, 
under  the  commaund  of  Robert, 
Lord  Brooke,  Lord  Steward  of 
his  Houfe,  Giles,  Lord  Daubi- 
nie,  his  Chiefe  Chamberlain, 
and  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas,  the 
noyfe  of  whofe  coming,  made 
Perkin  King  of  Rakehells,  ffeale 
away  from  Taunton  in  the  dead 
of  night,  to  Bewley  in  the  Newe 
Foreff,  where  he  regiftered  him- 
felf  a  fandiuarie  man.  The 
King  hearing  of  his  flight,  com- 
maunded  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas, 
with  500  horfe,  to  purfue  and 
apprehend  him  ;  butt  coining 
too  late,  he  could  notat  that  time 
doe  noe  further  fervice,  than 
onlie  befett  the  fan&uary,  till 
the  King's  pleafure  were  far- 


*  Griffith  Rice,  the  lineal  defendant  of  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas,  and  fon  of  Rice 
Griffith,  beheaded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  in  his  petition  to  Queen  Mary, 
and  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  reiteration  of  part  of  his  father  s  pofteffions^  forfeited 
by  his  attainder,  in  enumerating  the  fervices  of  his  anceftors,  mentions  this  in  par¬ 
ticular,  which  exa&ly  correfponds  with  the  account  given  of  it  here. 
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ther  knowne.  I  know  fome  of 
our  writers  clapt  this  employ¬ 
ment  upon  the  Lord  Daubeney; 
but  we  may  not  fuffer  them  to 
robb  Sir  Rice  of  that  honour, 
who  in  the  verie  *Eulogie  and 
tellimonie  of  his  praife,  is  {filed 
by  the  name  of  the  purfuer  of 
Perkin  Warbeck,  which  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  convince  this  error, 
and  make  good  my  affertion. 

(i)  The  peaceable  conclufon  of 
'  the  lain'  Parte  of  Henne  the 
Seventh  his  Raigne.  The  Or¬ 
der  of  the  Garter  zuas  con¬ 
ferred  upon  Sir  Rice  ap  Tho¬ 
mas ,  Anno  Vicejimo  Pnmo , 
Hcnrici  feptimi.  The  next 
year  following ,  Sir  Rice 
jeafled  divers  of  his  Friends 
and  Kinfmen ,  at  kis  Caftle  of 
Carew ,  in  Pembrokefhire , 

where  was  helde  folemn  Jufls 
and  Tournaments ,  with  other 
warlike  paftimes ,  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  St.  George ,  chieje 
Patron  of  Men  of  Warre. 

After  the  King  had,  for  the 
fpace  well  nigh  o!  filteene 
yeares,  binn  haunted  with  thefe 
fanatical  fpirits,  he  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  to  fafe  harbour  :  for  with 
that  final  overthrow  of  Perkin 
Warbecke,  all  falfe-fained  prac¬ 
tices,  and  mifchievous  attempts 
again!!  his  facred  perfon,  were 
come  to  their  period,  foe  that 
time  forward,  to  his  laft,  he  ever 
lived  free  from  thofe  feares 
and  fevers  which  commonly  at¬ 
tend  on  Princes,  whofe  crowns 


and  titles  are  continually  liable 
to  queflion. 

By  this  meanes,  fouldierie,  and 
the  exercife  of  warr,  grewe  out 
of  requeft,  and  was  lit  le  fett  by; 
everie  man  nowe  being  necef- 
fitated,  that  had  not  orherwife 
wherewith  to  fubfift  of  himfelfe, 
to  betake  to  fome  newe  courfe 
of  liefe  for  his  better  fupporte* 
The  King  thus  ridd  of  all  dan¬ 
gers,  and  eafed  of  the  burdens 
of  his  cares,  he  fpends  the  ref!  of 
his  dayes,  which,  within  a  while 
after  expired,  in  the  well  order- 
ing  the  commonwelth,  and  fil¬ 
ling  of  his  coffers.  Howe  care¬ 
ful  he  was  of  the  later,  may  ea« 
filie  appeare,  by  the  greate 
maffe  of  treafures  he  left  behind 
him,  and  as  for  the  former,  he 
fhewed  himfelfe  a  moft  wife 
Prince,  in  the  choice  of  able 
and  fufficient  miniffers,  for  the 
adminiff ration  of  juffice.  Sir 
Rice  ap  Thomas,  ever  well  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  King,  for  his 
manie  faithful  fervices,  was  {fill 
continued  in  his  government* 
and  during  the  reft  of  the  King’s 
raigne,  was  whollie  occupied 
about  the  affaires  of  Wales,  ufmg 
foe  much  vigilance  and  circum- 

O 

fpeftion  in  thofe  his  employ¬ 
ments,  that  noe  juft  grievance, 
or  complaint,  all  that  while,  was 
prefented,  eyther  to  the  King  or 
the  counfell  board,  touching;  the 
left  diforder  in  thofe  partes. 
Suffice  it  for  the  prefent,  bufi- 
neftes  there  by  him  were  foe  ju- 
dicioufly  handled,  to  the  King’s 
good  liking,  that  fome  time  af- 


*  See  the  book  of  the  Knights  of  the  Garter,  created  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 
Seventh,  where  Sir  Rice,  in  the  preamble  to  his  patent,  is  ftiled  thus. 


ter 
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ter  lie  was  fent  for  to  court, 
where  for  his  more  grace  and 
In  acknowledgment  ol  his  high 
defervings,  he,  together  with  the 
Earle  ot  Kent,  and  the  Lord 
Stafford,  was  admitted  a  com¬ 
panion  of  the  noble  order  of 
the  garter,  and  the  better  to  ena¬ 
ble 'him  with  meanes  for  the 
fupport  of  that  dignitie,  he  had 
at  the  fame  time  the  Lordfhipp 
of  Narberth*beftowed  upon  him. 
Nowe  the  report  goes,  that 
when  he  accepted  of  that  honour, 
the  Earldome  of  Pembroke  or 
4>f  Effex  was  offered  him.  Not- 
with  Handing  he  made  rather 
choice  to  be  confrere  of  the 
order ;  and  being  afked  whe¬ 
ther  he  preferred  a  temporarie 
title  before  what  by  continu¬ 
ance  would  enoble  his  pofre- 
ritie  ;  he  made  anfweare,  that 
his  profeffion  was  armes,  and 
the  greateft  honour  could  be 
conferred  upon  a  fouldier,  was 
knighthood.  As  for  his  fonne, 
and  his  Tonne’s  fonne,  and  for 
the  reft  of  his  pofteritie,  if  they 
were  ambitioufe  of  further  ad¬ 
vancement,  his  defire  was  for 


their  more  glorie,  they  fhoulcf 
fweate  for  the  fame  as  he  had 
donn. 

The  next  year  following, 
being  returned  again  to  his 
charge,  Sir  Pace  held  folemne 
juftsC  and  tournaments  at  his  caf- 
tle  of  Carewe,  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  that  anniverfarie  greate 
feaft  of  St.  George’s,  at  court, 
where  at  that  time  he  could  not 
give  his  attendance,  by  reafon  of 
other  more  weiglitie  employ-, 
ments.  The  preparations  he 

made,  were  both  fumptuoufe 
and  magnificent  well  fitted  to 
the  occafion.  Plentie,  I  meane, 
he  had  of  all  fortes  of  provifion, 
but  noe  fuperftuitie,.  neyther 
fcantie  nor  deare,  fuch  was  his 
fare  that  mought  be  found  in  all 
places ;  A  fouldier’s  diett.  well 
ordered,  and  therein  he  fhewed 
as  much  {kill,  as  in  arraying  his 
armie.  Neyther,  indeede,  _  nf 

we  believe  Paul  us  Emil  ins, 
whom  in  that,  Sir  Rice  did  tru- 
lie  imitate)  is  there  leffe  arte  cor - 
vivium  exhibendo  quam  acieni 
bekernflruendo  :  fo  farr  as  in  the 
one  we  would  become  formida- 


*  Narberth  is  a  market  town  in  Pembrokcftiire  fituated  within  4  5  miles  of  a 

navigable  branch  of  Milford  Haven, through  which  the  great  road  leads  from  Hondo n 
t©  Haverfordweft,  and  Milford  ;  on  the  South  fide  of  the  town,  appear  the  ruins  cf 
a  eaflle,  built  by  Sir  Andrew  Perrott,  Ion  of  Stephen  Le  Perrott,  who  fir  ft  came 
into  this  country,  with  Arnulpb  de  Montgomery,  who  was  fon  of  Adam  Le  Perrott, 
who  came  over  with  William  the  Conqueror.  _  ^  , 

By  feveral  antient  writings  lhavefeen,it  appears,  that  the  Lordfhipof  Narherth,  had 
been  in  thepofleffion  of  Griffith  Nicholas,  the  grandfather  of  Sir  Riceap  Thomas.  An 
inquifion  taken  111  the  8th  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  afcertains  it  to  be  the  poffetfion  or  Ri¬ 
chard.,  Duke  of  York,  as  cozen,  and  heir  at  law,  to  Reger  Mortimer,  who  diect, 
feized  of  the  fame  without  iffue  ;  then  follows  a  licence  of  alienation  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  to  fell  the  faid  Lordfhip,  to  John,  Biffiop  of  St.  David’s  and  Griffith  ap  Ni¬ 
cholas,  which  Griffith  conveyed  it  to  Owen  ap  Griffith,  his  youngefl  ion,  the  foun¬ 
der  of  the  families  of  Upton,  in  Pembrocldhire,  and  of  Llechdonny  in  Carmarthen¬ 
shire,  and  uncle  to  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas.  How,  in  fo  fhort  a  tune  it  got  back  to  the 
crown,  fo  as  to  admit  of  thegram,  to  Sir  Rice  I  know  not,  but  with  the  poilerity  it  not¬ 
ed  not  long,  for  it  was  forfeited  on  the  at  tainder  of  his  grandfon.  Rice  Griffith, and  toon 
alter  granted  to  the  Barlows  ofSlebech,  inPembrokefhire,  inwhich  family  it  continued, 
till  within  thefe  few  years  it  became,  by  purchafe,the  property  of  WilliamKnox,  Liq. 

ble 
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Lie  to  our  enemies,  fo  in  the 
other,  we  fhould  ftrive  to  pleafe 
and  hold  a  complaceancie  with 
our  friendes.  No  we  for  the 
manner  and  fettmg  forth  of  his 
Ihewes,  with  other  civil  refpefts 
of  entertainment,  it  is  thus  tra¬ 
ditional  lie  given  out,  which,  I 
pray,  be  pleafed  to  accept  by 
peecemeales,  as  I  have  gathered 
the  ffime  from  feveral  difcourfes, 
and  thereupon  make  your  judg¬ 
ment,  both  of  worth  and  great - 
nefs  of  this  man.  Sir  Rice,  as 
I  told  you,  being  at  his  cable  of 
Carewe,  in  Peinbrockfhire, 
made  publication  of  a  folemn 
juff  and  turnament,  with  other 
marfhall  exercifes,  he  went  to 
hold  for  the  honour  of  St. 
George,  Patrone  of  that  noble 
Order  of  the  Garter.  The 
fame  hereof,  being  blowne 
abroad,  manie  worthie  and  va- 
leroufe  gentlemen  of  his  blood, 
fome  to  doe  him  honour,  others 
to  make  triall  of  their  abilities 
in  feates  of  armes,  came  unto 
him  from  all  partes  of  Wales. 
The  firft  that  prefented  his  fer- 
vice,  was  Jiis  owne  fonn,  Sir 
Griffith  Rice,  one  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Bath  to  Prince  Arthur  ; 
then  came  Sir  Thornes  Parrott, 
and  Sir  William  Wogan,  men 
of  eminent  note,  and  his  neere 


neighbours ;  t  likewife  Arnold 
Butler,  Richard  Griffith,  and 
John  Morgan,  old  beaten  foul- 
diers,  and  verie  expert  com- 
maunders  ;  after  them  followed. 
*  Griffith  Dunn,  a  brave  man  at 
armes,  and  one  of  Diana  s 
champions  againft  the  fchollers 
of  Pallas,  at  the  coronation  of 
Henrie  the  Eighth  ;  he  was  af¬ 
terwards  by  Sir  Edward  How¬ 
ard,  High  Admiral,  knighted  in 
Brittany,  for  his  good  fervice 
againit  the  French.  From 
Brecknockffiire  there  came 
V aughan  of  Tre-towre,  grand¬ 
child  to  Roger  Vaughan  the 
Marfhall,  beheaded  by  jafper, 
Earle  of  Pembroke,  at  his  caf¬ 
tle  of  Chepftowe.  From  Gla¬ 
morgan  and  Monmouthffiires, 
Jenkin  Manfell,t  furnamed  the 
valiant,  the  fame  who  procured 
the  repeale  of  his  father  Philipp's 
attaindour,  flaine  in  the  quar¬ 
rel,  between  the  houfes  of  Y  orke 
and  Lancaffer  ;  and  jSir  Wil¬ 
liam  Herbert  of  Colebrooke, 
fonn  to  that  thrice  noble  warrior. 
Sir  Richard  Herbert,  beheaded 
at  Ranburie  :  all  thefe  weare  of 
South  Wales.  Out  of  North 
Wales  their  repaired  thither. 

Young - Griffith,  fonn. 

to  §Sir  John  Griffith,  Lord  of 
Lansdown,  and  yong  Wrynn,  of 

Gwidir, 


*  Sir  Griffith  Dunn,  fon  of  Sir  John  Donne,  who  lies  buried  at  Windfor,  ap  Grif¬ 
fith,  ap  Meredid,  ap  Henry  Dun,  ap  Griffith  Gethin,  ap  Kadwgan  Llvvyd,  ap  Griffith, 
ap  Cadwgan  of  Kidweliy,  ap  Llewhelin,  ap  Gwrgant. 

+  This  jenhin  Manfell,  mentioned  in  fome  genealogical  charts,  to  have  been  be¬ 
headed  at  Chepftow,  was  fon  to  Philip  Manfell,  by  Mably,  daughter  of  Griffith  ap 
Nicholas,  therefore  Welch  uncle  to  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas. 

i  Sir  William  Herbert,  was  nephew  to  Sir  Rice  ap  i  homas,  the  fon  of  his  fiflec 
Margaret,  who  married  Sir  Richard  Herbert  of  Colebrook,  Sir  William  Herbert, 
married  Jane,  Daughter  of  Sir  William  Griffith,  Knt.  chamberlain  of  North  Wales. 

^  It  muft  be  a  miffake,  l  apprehend,  to  call  Sir  John  Griffith  Lord  of  Llanfudwrn 

as  Sir  Tohn  Griffith  of  Abermarlais,  who  was  Lord  of  JLlanfadwrn,  left  only  a 
J  daughter. 


ts6  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1795. 

Gwidir,  his  kinfman,  two  hope-  a  view  of  all  the  companie* 
full  gentlemen,  of  good  toward-  chufing  out  five  hundred  of  the 
lineffe,  and  with  them  the  lufty  tailed: '  and  ableft  among  them; 
Robert  Salifburie,  a  man  much  thofe  he  divided  into  five  troopes 
noted  for  his  greate  ftrength  of  a  hundred  to  each  troope,  over 
bodie,  a  fait  friend  and  compa-  whom  he  appointed  captaines, 
nion  to  Sir  Rice,  in  manie  of  David  the  younger,  and  John, 
bis  warlike  adventures.  He  two  of  his  brothers,  Arnold 
was  afterwards  knighted  by  Butler,  Richard  Griffith,  and 
Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Suf-  John  Morgan,  all  tried  men  and 
folke,  in  the  chiefe  church  of  readie  in  their  profeffion.  The 
Roy,  for  his  prowelfe  and  loftie  next  day  being  the  eve,  thefe 
courage,  fhewne  in  that  expedi-  five  captaines  drewTe  forth  their 
tion.  Thefe  men  of  prime  forces  into  the  field,  exercifmg 
marke  weare  all  lodged  within  them  in  all  pointes,  as  it  they 
the  calile.  Befides  thefe,  ma.  had  bid  fuddenlie  to  goe  upon 
iiie  more,  to  the  number  of  five  fome  notable  piece  of  fervice, 
or  fix  hundred  weare  allembled  in  which  delightfull  fhewe,  that 
and  drawne  together,  at  that  whole  dayes  allowance  was 
meeting,  men,  molt  of  them  of  fpent,  with  the  full  contenta- 
good  ranke  and  qualitie  (for  tion  of  all  thofe  noble  gentle- 
thofe  of  the  meaner  forte,  who  men  there  prefent.  The  third 
were  the  greater  number,  were  day,  St.  George  his  day,  carlie 
palled  over  as  not  regarded)  to  in  the  morning,  the  drummes 
be  fpe&ators  of  thofe  rare  fo-  beat  up,  and  trumpets  founded, 
lemnities,  never  before  knowne  everie  man  with  the  fummons, 
in  thofe  partes,  nor,  for  ought  I  betaking  him  to  his  charge  ; 
remember,  pra&ifed  by  anie  of  firft  the  captaines  ledd.  forth 
the  order,  in  their  private  here-  their  companies,  in  a  militarie 
to  fore.  For  them,  tentes  and  array,  well  armed  at  all  pointes : 
pavillions  were  pitched  in  the  then  followed  Sir  Rice  himfelf, 
parke,  neere  to  the  calile,  upon  a  goodlie  courfer,  having 
wheare  they  quartered  all  the  two  pages  and  a  herald  on  horfe- 
time,  everie  man  according  to  back,  before  him  richly  cladd, 
his  qualities,  the  place  being  after  whom  the  reft  of  the  gen- 
furnilhed  aforehand,  with  all  tlemen  followed,  being  all 
fortes  of  provifions  for  that  pur-  bravelie  mounted  in  a  moft  de- 
pofe.  This  feftival  and  time  of  cent  and  feemlie  manner,  and 
jollitie,  continued  the  fpace  of  foe  in  a  fdent  and  grave  march, 
live  dayes.  On  St.  George’s  they  palfed  on  to  the  Bilhop’s 
eve’s  eve,  which  was  the  firft  day  palace,  at  -  Lamphey  a  mile  or 
of  their  meeting,  Sir  Rice  tooke  thereabouts  diftant  from  Carewe 

daughter,  who  was  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas’s  mother,  he  muft  therefore  have  been  one 
of  the  family  of  Penrhyn,  in  Carnarvonfhire,  now  the  feat  of  Lord  Penrhyn, 

*  Lamphey  Palace,  in  the  parifh  of  that  name,  near  Pembroke,  was  once  the 
magnificent  refidences  of  the  Bilhops  of  St.  Davids,  three  of  which  they  had  in  the 

caftle. 
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caftle.  At  their  comming  thi¬ 
ther,  they  bidd  good  morrowe 
to  the  Bifhopp  in  the  language 
of  fouldiers,  with  Arquebuffes, 
Mufketts,  and  Calivers,  and 
then  dividing  themfelves,  they 
made  a  lane  for  Sir  Rice  to  paffe 
onward  to  the  gates,  which  (as 
yett)  weare  nott  buffered  to  be 
opened.  Upon  his  approach, 
the  Bifhop’s  fubfidiarie  (the  bu- 
fmeffe  being  foe  ordered  among 
them,  before  hand)  came  out  at 
the  wickett,  demanding  what  he 
was,  why  in  armes,andthe  caufe 
of  his  coming  thither?  to  which 
Sir  Rice  made  anfweere,  that  he 
was  one  of  St.  George  his  knights, 
who  ever  ffiew’d  himfelf  a  truf- 
tie  patron  and  protedor  oi  mar- 
chialifts  :  and  therefore  he  held 
it  moft  fuitable  to  his  profeffion 
efpeciallie  on  the  verie  day  (as 
that  was)  dedicated  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  that  renowned  Saint,  to 
appeare  in  harnefs  and  militarie 
equipage.  Notwithftanding,  he 
willed  the  meffenger  to  affure 
the  Bifhop,that,  (as  then)  he  w~as 
a  man  of  peace,  for  he  came 
thither  to  pray  for  the  peace  and 
reft  of  St.  George’s  foul,  and 
for  the  wellfare  and  profperitie 
of  his  gracioufe  mafter,  foie  fo- 
vereign  of  that  honourable  or- 

O 

der,  whereof  himfelfe  was  an 
unworthie  companion :  in  which 
hartie  and  devoted  excercife,  he 
earneftlie  defired  the  Bifhop 
would  be  pleafed  to  come  with 
him.  Noe  doubt,  replied  the 
meffenger,  but  my  Lord,  befides 


the  dutie  of  his  calling,  will 
eafilie  affent  to  fuch  pious  and 
religious  motions :  yet  ere  I 
give  you  admittance,  faid  he,  it 
is  neceffarie  you  change  your 
habit,  it  being  a  thing  ill  be- 
feeming  our  icholeaftical  mili¬ 
tarie  courfe  of  lief,  and  the  fanc- 
timonie  of  this  place,  to  con- 
forte  and  joyne  in  devotion,  with 
the  rough  and  all  difturbing  dif- 
ciples  of  Mars  :  in  the  rneane 
while  I  fhall  imparte  unto  my 
Lord,  the  fumme  of  your  de¬ 
fires.  Sir  Rice  hereupon  palled 
by,  with  all  his  companie,  and 
rid  up  unto  the  Bifhop’s  parke, 
where  he  had  a  faire  tent  of 
purpofe  provided  for  him,  over 
which  was  written  cedant  ar?ne. 
toga.  There  he  alighted,  and 
forthwith  enrobed  himfelf,  in 
St.  George  his  livery  ;  after 
fome  fmall  repofe,  he  walked 
on  foote  downe  to  the  palace, 
having  a  trumpeter  before  him, 
and  a  herald  of  armes  ;  two  pa¬ 
ges  carrying  his  traine.  and  the 
choiceft  of  the  gentlemen,  to  be 
his  affociates,  the  reft  during  the 
time  of  the  ceremonie,  he  left 
behind  him,  to  cheere  up  and 
make  merrie  ;  for  their  was 
foifons  and  plentie,  both  of 
wine  and  all  other  neceffarie 
provifion,  laid  out  in  a  readi- 
neffe  for  their  folace  and  re- 
frelhment,  at  the  Bifhop’s 
charge.  Sir  Rice  drawing  neere 
to  the  palace,  he  caufed  his 
trumpet  to  found,  thereby  to 
give  notice  of  his  approach,  and 


county  of  Pembroke;  viz.  St.  Davids  Blewhaden  caftle,  and  I.amphey,  not  long 
after  the  time  referred  to  here,  it  wa*-  alienated  from  the  fee,  hut  how,  1  know  not  ; 
in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  time,  we  find  it  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Earl  of  Effex,  who  oc- 
cafion  dly  refided  there*  It  afterwards  became  the  property  of  the  Owens  of  Oriel- 
ton,  in  which  family  it  now  continues. 

then 
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then  the  gates  were  opened  ;  the 
Bifhopp,  having  with  hirn  the 
Abbott  of  Talley,  and  the  Prior 
of  Carmarthen,  all  with  rich 
copes,  liood  there  to  give  him 
entrance.  And  foe  fome  fewe 
compliments  fir  ft  p  ailing  be- 
'tween e  them,  they  walked  for¬ 
ward  in  a  folemn  proceflion, 
canentes  et  fupphcantes ,  twice 
or  thrice  round  the  court,  and 
then  to  the  chapel.  There  Sir 
Rice  was  defined  to  flay  for  a 
while,  at  the  door,  till  firft  the 
quire  were  placed,  and  the  Bi- 
fhop  had  taken  his  feate.  With¬ 
in  a  while  the  herauld  comes 
unto  him,  and  ufihers  him  in. 
W  hen  they  weare  allmoft  in  the 
middle  of  the  chapel,  they  turn¬ 
ed  about,  and  made,  each  of 
them,  two  humble  conges  to  the 
king’s  feate,  and  foe  in  like 
manner  againe  when  Sir  Rice 
went  into  his  flail.  Prefentlie 
upon,  the  Bifhopp  afcends  to 
the  high  altar,  and  reades  divine 
fervice :  after  which  much 

good  mufick  followed :  manie 
new  hymnes  and  anthemes  they 
had  made  of  purpofe  for  that 
folemnittie,  and  there  fung; 
fome  for  the  long  life,  peace, 
and  profperitie  of  the  king ; 
others  for  the  reft  of  St.  George 
his  foule,  and  his  fafe  deliver¬ 
ance  out  of  purgatone.  Divers 
and  fundrie  fuperftitious  cere¬ 
monies  they  had  beiides,  which 
are  now  growne  obfolete  and 
out  of  ufe.  To  be  fifiorte,  Sir 
Rice,  having  donn  his  offering, 
and  all  religious  formes  obferv- 
ed  and  ended,  he  tooke  the  Bi- 
fhop,  Abbott,  and  Prior  along 
with  him  to  dinner,  and  foe 
backe  againe  he  goes  to  Car  ewe. 


in  the  fame  decent  and  comdie 
march  that  he  fett  forth.  Draw¬ 
ing  neere,  the  captaines  faluted 
the  caftle  with  a  brave  volley  of 
fhott,  and  the  like  was  returned 
them  againe  from  the  walles. 
That  donn,  they,  and  their 
troopes,  palRd  into  the  parke, 
where  each  had  his  particular 
tent  to  entertaine  his  fouldiers 
and  friendes  :  a  thing  Sir  Rice 
had  a  principall  care  of  from 
the  beginning.  When  thefe 
were  gone  and  provided  for.  Sir 
Rice  having  referved  a  greate 
companie  of  the  better  fort  for 
his  guefts,  he  leads  them  to  the 
caftle,  with  drummes,  trum¬ 
pets,  and  other  warlike  mu- 
fiteke.  Over  the  gate,  at  the 
entrance,  was  hung  up  a  good- 
lie  faire  table,  wherein  was  re- 
prefented  the  fpecies  and  pour- 
trait.  ure  of  St.  George  and  St. 
David  embracing  one  another, 
with  this  mottoe,  No  do  plusquam 
Gordian &.  In  the  firft  court, 
which  was  the  Platea  or  com¬ 
mon  place  wherein  people  did 
ufe  to  wralke  ;  two  hundred  tale- 
men  were  arranged  all  in  blewe 
coates,  who  made  them  a  lane 
into  another  leffe  court,  called 
the  pinacotheca ,  in  which  the 
images,  fcutcheons,  and  coat 
armours,  of  certaine  of  Sir 
Puce’s  aunceftors  flood,  and  foe 
they  paffed  into  the  greate  hall, 
which  hall  was  a  goodlie,  fpaci- 
oufe,  roome,  richlie  hanged  with 
cloath  of  Arras  and  tapiftry. 
At  the  upper  end  under  a  plain 
cloath  of  ftate,  of  crimfon  velvet, 
was  provided  a  crofs-tabfe  for 
the  king  :  on  each  fide,  downe 
the  length  of  the  hall,  two 
other  tables,  the  one  for  Sir 

Puce 
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Hice  alone,  the  other  for  the 
left  of  the  gentlemen.  Here 
everie  man  flood  bare,  as  in  the 
king’s  prefence.  Within  a  while 
after  the  trumpetts  founded,  and 
the  herald  called  for  the  king’s 
fervice  ;  whereupon  all  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  went  prefentlie  downe  to 
waite  upon  the  Sewer.  The 
Sewer  lor  the  time,  Sir  Rice 
appointed  his  fonn,  Sir  Griffith 
Rice,  who  had  binn  bred  up  at 
court,  and  therefore  had  fome 
advantage  of  the  reft  in  point  ot 
curialitie  and  courtlineffe :  Sir 
William  Herbert,  of  Gole- 
brooke,  the  carver,  and  young  * 
Griffith,  of  Penrhyn,  the  pocil- 
lator  or  cupbearer.  When  the 
king’s  meate  was  brought  to 
the  table,  the  bifhop  flood  on 
the  right  fide  ol  the  chaire,  and 
Sir  Rice  on  the  left,  and  all  the 
while  the  meate  was  a  laying 
downe,  the  cornetts,  hautbois, 
and  other  wind  inftruments  were 
not  filent.  After  the  table  was 
ferved  and  all  fett,  the  bifhop 
made  his  humble  obeyfance  to 
the  king’s  chaire,  and  then  de¬ 
fended  to  fay  grace,  which 
donn,  he  returned  againe  to  his 
former  ftation.  Much  pleafant 
difcourfe  paffed  betweene  them 
for  a  time,  which  eve/r  and  anon 
was  feafoned  with  diverfitie  of 
mufick;  When  they  fawe  their 
time,  the  table  was  voyded,  and 
the  meate  removed  to  the  fide- 
board  for  the  wayters.  T  hen 
the  king’s  chaire  was  turned, 


i  Q'cj- 

and  fo  everie  man  at  libertie  to 
putt  on  his  hatt.  The  king’s 
fervice  being  finifhed,  Sir  Rice 
went  to  his  owne  table,  taking 
onelie  the  bifhop  along  with  him, 
whom  he  placed  atthe  upper  end, 
at  a  meffe  all  alone,  and  himfelf 
at  fome  diftance  fate  him  downe 
at  another.  All  the  gentlemen 
there  prefent  were  pleafed  ;  for 
Sir  Rice’s  more  honour,  to  ftandl 
by  and  give  him  the  looking  on, 
untill  his  firft  courfe  was  ferved  : 
then  Sir  Griffith  Rice  the  king’s 
Sewer,  his  two  fellow  Officers; 
and  the  reft  by  the  name  ol  way¬ 
ters,  went  to  the  king’s  rever- 
fion.  The  fare  they  had,  you 
will  eafilie  believe  was  good,  be¬ 
ing  provided  as  Idr  the  king. 
Such  cheere  as  they  had,  was 
attended  with  much  pleafant 
difcourfe  :  divers  paffages  of 
mirth,  free  ol  all  offence,  pall¬ 
ed  from  one  to  the  other.  The 
King,  Queene,  and  Prince’s 
healths  were  often  drunk  among 
them  ;  and  the  bardes  and  pry- 
dydd'  j  accompanied  by  the  harp, 
fung  manie  a  long  in  comme¬ 
moration  of  the  vertues  and  fa¬ 
mous  atchievements  ol  thofe 
gentlemen’s  anceftors  there  pre¬ 
fent,  a  cuftome  ufed  long  before, 
even  by  Achilles  himfelf,  qui 
in  conviviis  ingtntvum  virorum 
fadia  canebai  ad  citharam .  By 
that  time  thefe  convivial  1  merri¬ 
ments  were  ended,  the  day  was 
well  nigh  fpent,  foe  that  they 
could  fall  to  noe  difportS  for  the 


*  There  feemS  to  be  fome  miftake  about  this  gentleman,  which  it  is  not  eafy  td 
redlify,  a  little  before  he  is  called  fon  of  Sir  John  Griffith,  Lord  ot  Lanfadwrn,. 
which  could  not  he,  as  Sir  John  Griffith  left  only  a  daughter,  who  was  Sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas’s  mother,  and  here  he  is  {filed  young  Griffith  of  Penrhyn  ;  yet  another  dif¬ 
ficulty  arifes,  for  in  the  pedigrees  of  that  family,  no  Sir  John  Griffith  occurs  ;  but 
perhaps  it  may  be  fafe  to  corre  dt  the  pedigrees  by  this  account,  as  better  evidence. 
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reft  of  tlie  after noone  ;  but  onlie 
waike  abroad,  and  take  the  frefii 
atre  of  the  parke ;  Sir  Rice  in 
the  meane  while  betakes  him  to 
his  privacie ;  but  foon  alter 
comes  into  the  field,  where  he 
entertained  the  gentlemen  with 
fome  polemical!  difcourfe,  which 
was  his  proper  element,  a  thing 
molt  dele&able  to  the  hearers, 
whoe  were  all  of  them  profef- 
fors  of  arrnes.  Here  upon  hav¬ 
ing  a  fit  opportunitie,  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Herbert  fteps  forth  and 
makes  challenge  to  all  comers, 
foure  to  foure,  at  jufts  and  turna- 
ments,  the  next  morning,  for 
the  honour  ot  ladies.  This 
challenge  was  prefentlie  accept¬ 
ed  by  Sir  Griffith  Rice.  ft  he 
appellant  names  for  his  affiftants, 
Robert  Salifburie,  Jenkin  Man- 
fell,  and  Vaughan  of  Tretower, 
the  defendant,  Sir  Thomas  Per- 
rott,  Sir  William  Wogan,  and 
Griffith  Dwnn.  The  ordering 
of  the  whole  bufinefs  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  Sir  Rice  himfelf, 
whom  they  all  jointlie  defired 
to  fit  as  judge  :  Sir  Rice  gave 
way  to  the  motion,  and  provided 
for  them  accordinglie.  All  par¬ 
ties  agreed,  and  growing  late  be- 
fides,  Sir  Rice  fawe  it  high 
time  to  goe  home ;  foe  in  they 
went ;  fir  ft  to  the  chapel,  where 
they  heard  folemn  fervice,  then 
to  fupper,  obferving  the  fame 
decorum  and  order  at  night, 
that  they  had  done  at  dinner  ; 
for  the  king’s  table  in  all  points, 
as  iikewife  for  the  obfervation 
of  thofe  his  civili  lawes  and 
complementall  fhewes  of  hof- 
pitalitie.  Thus  this  daye’s  plea- 
ling  labour,  or  labourfome  plea¬ 
sure  was  ended ;  the  firft  day  of 


this  pompe  and  ceremonid,  lliS 
third  of  their  meeting.  The  next 
morning,  by  found  of  trumpet. 
Sir  Rice  was  fummoned  to  play 
the  judges  parte,  which  accord¬ 
inglie  he  did.  He  had  on  that 
day  a  faire  gilt  armour  ;  two 
pages  well  provided  on  horfe- 
back  before  him,  with  a  herauld 
and  two  trumpeters  ;  himfelf 
mounted  on  a  goodlie  fteed, 
richlie  barbed  and  trapped, 
with  foure  footmen,  two  on  each 
fide  attending  him.  Two  hun¬ 
dred  tall  men  in  blewe  coates, 
fome  before  and  fome  behind 
him.  In  this  manner  he  went 
into  the  parke,  where  a  tilt  was 
made  readie  for  the  purpofe, 
riding  about  the  fame  twice  or 
thrice,  for  the  well  accommo¬ 
dating  the  enterprize  then  in 
hand.  At  one  end  of  the  tilt 
there  was  a  tent  for  the  appel¬ 
lants  to  reft  them,  at  the  other 
for  the  defendants.  Sir  Rire 
perceaving  all  things  well  or¬ 
dered,  he  prefentlie  took  him  to 
the  judgment  feate,  about  the 
middle  of  the  tilt,  over  againft 
the  breaking  place  ;  his  fervants 
{landing  round  about  him,  everie 
one  having  a  halbert  in  his  hand, 
and  a  good  bafkett-hilt  fword  at 
his  fide.  When  time  ferved, 
the  trumpetts  founded,  and  then 
the  appellants  came  in  fight* 
The  firft  that  appeared  was  Sir 
William  Herbert,  the  chal¬ 
lenger  having  a  trumpeter  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  a  page  carrying 
his  fhield  without  anie  devife, 
the  motto — “  Et  qua  non  feci- 
mus  iff.  The  next  was  Ro¬ 
bert  Salifburie,  wrho  bad  for  an 
imprefle  on  his  fhield,  a  Gyant 
running  at  a  Pigmie,  with  this 

motto. 
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allot  to,  **  Pudei  congredi  cum 
diomine  vinei  paratoP  Then 
came  Jenkiri  Marifell  the  vali¬ 
ant,  whofe  fentence  was — “Pent 
* Sime  adverjario  mrtus P  Alter 
followed  Vaughan  of  Tretower, 
who  tooke  this  for  his  difton— 
“  ingens  gloria  caledr  habetP 
Alter  thefe  the  inceptors,  Or  en- 
terprifers  followed  the  noe  1  c fie 
brave  defendants  or  propugna- 
tors.  Their  inanner  was  the 
fame,  Sir  Griffith  Rice  had 
Written  on  his  fcutcheon,  “  Et 
vinei  et  vineere  pulchrumP  Sir 
Thomas  Perrott,  in  a  more  loftie 
language,  made  choice  of  this 
for  his  motto  :  “  Si  non  invenio 
Jingulos  pares ,  pluribus  /until 
objicior P  Sir  William  Wogan, 
meaning  to  do  honour  to  his  no¬ 
ble  adverfarie,  tooke  yet  a  more 
humble  motto,  which  was  this : 
“  Profuit  hoc  vincente  capiP 
And  Sir  Griffith  Dwrtn,  a  man 
oi  an  aftive  fpiritt,  ufed  thefe 
wordes  to  exprefs  his  inclina¬ 
tion  :  “  Indujlriofo  olium  paenaP 
Thefe  gallant  gentlemen,  in 
good  order,  rida  twice  or  thrice 
about  the  tilt,  and  as  they  paffed. 
along,  they  by  their  pages  pre- 
fented  their  ffiields  to  the  judge, 
which  done,  both  parties  fever- 
red  and  took  their  hand,  the  one 
at  one  end,  the  other  at  the  other 
end  of  the  tilt.  Then  the 
trumpetts  founded  ;  whereupon 
the  two  firft  combatants  -putt 
their  launces  into  their  restes, 
and  foe  rann  each  their  fix 
courfes.  In  like  forte  followed 
the  reft,  who  charged  the  one, 
the  other  with  equall  ardour, 
ever  and  anon  deviding  manie 
a  ffirewd  counterbuffe  among 
them,  and  performing  their  de¬ 


voirs  with  much  judgment  and 
agilitie.  Noe  fooner  had  they 
made  an  end  with  their  fpcares* 
but  they  fall  to  Turney  with 
their  fwordes  all  at  once,  which 
was  a  moft.  delightful  fpe&acle 
to  the  ftanders  byk  This  exer- 
cife  was  performed  by  them  in 
the  plaine  held,  and  found 
knockes,  you  may  be  fure,  were 
receaved  and  returned  on  both 
fides,  butt  noe  harme  at  all 
done  ;  for  Sir  Rice  had  taken 
order  with  the  ftickes  to  parte 
them,  and  prevent  all  caufe  of 
jarr,  il  anie  the  leaft  occafron  in 
that  kind  were  offered.  All 
which  needed  nott  more  than 
to  fhew  Sir  Rice’s  care  for  the 
prefervation  of  love  and  amitie 
betweene  thofe,  foe  neere  him  in 
blood,  and  who  were  mett  at  that 
time,  for  noe  other  end  but  to 
doe  him  honour,  that  care  being 
taken  afore  hand  among  them- 
felves,  not  to  efteeme  of  knockes 
valerouffie  receaved  and  man- 
fullie  beftowed  in  the  number 
of  injuries,  fed  cjliicqiiid  acci - 
deret  boni  confulere.  Having 
performed  their  devoirs,  both 
with  fword  and  fpeare,  they 
mutual  lie  embraced  each  other, 
and  foe  hand  in  hand  they  went 
to  the  judge  to  receave  a  defini¬ 
tive  fentence  of  their  activities. 
Sir  Rice,  whofe  office  was  to 
arbitrate  the  caufe,  after  long 
deliberation  with  himfelf,  grewe 
doubtfull  in  opinion  ;  for  fome 
of  them  were  excellent  at  the 
fpeare,  and  fome  at  the  fword  : 
fome  who  were  Well  with  the 
fword  failed  with  the  fpeare, 
and  they  that  furmourtted  with 
the  fpeard,  fell  fhorte  with  the 
fword.  This  bredd  much  dif- 
K  2  ficultie 
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ficultie  in  the  judgment,  foe 
that  Sir  Rice  to  draw  the  thread 
even,  when  firft  he  had  com¬ 
mended  them  for  their  heroicall 
deedes,  and  given  a  large  tefti- 
monie  of  their  fkill  and  valour 
in  the  performance  of  them, 
concluded  in  the  language  of 
Virgil's  Shepherd  : 

*  “  Non  noflrum  inter  vos  tantas  com- 
ponere  lites, 

Et  vitula  tu  dignus,  et  hie,  et  quifquis 
amores 

Aut  metuet  dulces,  aut  experietur 
amaro  s. 

Willing  them  merrilie,  as  you 
fee  by  way  of  caution  warilie  to 
take  heede  of  thofe  faid  Dames, 
whofe  honours  that  day  they 
had  foe  faithfullie  maintayned. 

Thus  the  emploiments  and  ex- 
cercifes  of  the  morning  ended ; 
and  foe  in  they  went  firft  to  hear 
divine  fervice,  as  they  were 
Wont  to  doe,  and  then  to  dinner, 
where  they  wanted  for  nothing 
that  mought  give  them  all  af- 
furance  of  hartie  Wellcome. 
Robert  Salifburie,  Jenkin  Man- 
fell,  and  Vaughan  of  Tretower, 
were  appointed  lor  this  day  the 
honorarie  officers  of  cupbearer, 
carver,  and  fewer,  Sir  Rice 
having  a  cane  in  the  matter  ol 
forme  to  grace  them  all  equallie  ; 
and  foe  to  have  off  all  caufe  of 
envie,  and  other  fmifter  inter¬ 
pretation.  When  they  had  din¬ 
ed,  they  went  vifitt  each  cap¬ 
tain  in  his  quarter,  where  they 


found  everie  man  in  a£ti®fW> 
fome  wreftling,  fome  hurling  of 
the  barr,  fome  tolling  of  the 
pike,  fome  running  at  the  quin- 
teine,  everie  man  driving  in  a 
friendly  emulation,  to  performe 
fome  aft  or  other  worthie  the 
name  ol  fouldiour.  "With  thele 
and  the  like  delights,  the  after¬ 
noon  vamfhed. 

At  Supper,  Sir  Griffith  Rice, 
in  the  prefence  ol  his  father, 
made  challenge  to  Sir  William 
Herbert,  foure  to  foure,  at  the 
ring  next  morning,  for  a  fupper, 
which  the  lofers  ffiould  pay  at 
Carmarthen  for  they  re  farewell 
at  parting.  Sir  William  forth¬ 
with  undertooke  him,  onlie 
wifhing  the  yong  heirs  of  Pen- 
rhyn  and  +  Guidir  mought  be 
added  to  their  number,  whom 
he  fawe  to  be  gentlemen  ol  a 
faire  expeftation  and  clear lie. 
fpirited,  and  who  had  bore  _  noe 
parte  in  all  thofe  aftivities, 
which,  indeede,  was  not  their 
fault ;  for  willinglie  they  would 
have  both  given  fome  demon- 
ffration  of  their  youthful  cou¬ 
rage,  at  the  jufts  and  turnaments, 
had  nott  Sir  Rice,  in  refpeft  ol 
their  greeneffe,  (the  eldeft  being 
not  above  fixteene  yeares  of 
age)  perfwaded  the  contrarie. 
The  motion  nowe  being  reafon- 
able,  and  thofe  two  gal  Hard 
yong  fpintts  befides  forward  of 
themfelves,  Sir  Rice  eafilie  gave 
his  affent ;  the  rather,  becaufe 


1 

*  Virgil.  Eclogue,  3d. 

f  This  young  Heir  of  Gwidir,  here  mentioned,  was  afterwards  the  famous  Sir 
John  Wynn,  a  man  of  the  greatefl  fortune  and  command  in  all  North  Wales,  a 
very  full  account  of  whom,  together  with  a  fine  print  of  him,  is  given  in  Mr.  pen¬ 
nant’s  Tour.  There  is  another  curious  and  fcarce  print  of  this  Gentleman  by  Ins 
countryman,  Vaughan,  the  celebrated  Engraver,  in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  cen- 
fsury , 
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in  that  cxercife  they  were  not 
foe  much  to  employ  their 
ftrength,  as  to  fhewe  they  were 
gentlemen  at  armes,  gracefull  in 
behaviour,  dexteroufe  and  fkill- 
full,  both  in  running  and  taking 
of  the  ring.  The  next  morning, 
Sir  Rice  having  taken  his  feate, 
the  trumpetts  were  commanded 
to  found,  to  which  thefe  rival  1 
knights  obeyed,  running  each  of 
them  theire  fix  courfes,  with 
fuch  indifference,  foe  as  to  per¬ 
plex  the  niceft  judgment ;  butt 
in  the  end,  Sir  Rice  gave  fen- 
tence  againft  his  fonn,  a  thing 
agreed  upon  beforehand  be- 
tweene  him  and  his  father ; 
however,  the  caufe  went,  that  foe 
he  mought  fhewe  his  friendes  the 
towne  of  Carmarthen  before 
they  went  away,  and  what  en¬ 
tertainment  that  place  was  able 
•to  afford,  which,  at  that  time, 
was  thought  to  be  verie  good  ; 
Sir  Griffith  faid  noe  more,  but 
tould  his  father,  the  decree 
ffiould  be  obeyed  :  and  foe  to 
dinner  they  goe,  obferving  the 
lame  order  they  had  donne  be¬ 
fore,  fave  onlie  the  changing  of 
fewer,  cupbearer,  and  carver, 
which  offices  that  day,  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Perrott,  Sir  William  Wo- 
gan,  and  Sir  Griffith  Dwnn  did 
execute.  After  dinner,  Sir  Rice 
leads  his  noble  gueffs  into  the 
parke  a  hunting,  where  they 


*3$ 

killed  divers  bucks,  all  which 
he  bellowed  among  them  to¬ 
wards  the  furnifhing  out  of  their 
feftivall  meeting  at  Carmarthen. 
To  fupper  then  they  come,  after 
which  they  had  a  comedie  a6ied 
by  fome  of  Sir  Rice  his  owne 
fervants,  with  which  thefe  ma- 
jefticall  fights  and  triumphs  were 
concluded.  This  meeting  was, 
for  fome  years  after,  called  by 
the  name  of  St.  George,  his 
pilgrimage  to  St.  Davids,  where 
one  thing  is  note-worthie,  that 
for  the  fpace  of  five  days  among  a 
*thoufand  people,  (for  foe  manie 
at  the  leaf!  were  thought  to  be 
affembled  togither  at  that  time) 
there  was  not  one  quarrel  1,  croffe 
word,  or  unkind  looke  that  hap¬ 
pened  betweene  them,  fuch  care 
Sir  Rice  had  .taken  for  the  well- 
ordering  of  what  he  intended, 
merely  in  commemoration  of 
the  famous  Patron  and  glorioufe 
fovereigne  of  the  Garter,  where¬ 
of  himfelf  was  an  unworthie 
companion.  Early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  before  they  parted,  the 
biihop  bellowed  a  fermon  upon 
them,  tending  all  to  loyal  1  ad¬ 
monitions,  obedience  to  fuperi- 
ours,  love  and  charity  one  to¬ 
wards  another.  His  text  was 
out  of  Eclefiafles,  cap.  x.  ver. 
20.  “  Curfe  not  the  king  !  no, 

not  in  thy  thought,  and  curfe  not 
the  rich  in  thy  bed-chamber  : 


*  It  were  well  for  England,  if,  at  this  time,  we  had  a  few  Sir  Rice’s^menof 
fortune,  birth,  and  power,  who,  with  a  popularity  well  directed,  and  a  loyafty  more 
than  Ikin  deep,  would  employ  thefe  d i fti n ions  to  make  their  fellow  creatures,  and 
particularly  their  inferiors,  happy,  by  encouraging  them  to  he  peaceable  fubjedts, 
and  fetting  them  the  example  of  duty  and  fubordination,  and  not  by  Utopian  doc¬ 
trines  and  wild  theories,  incapable  of  being  reduced  to  practice,  proftitute  their 
time  and  talents  to  purchafe  the  applaufe  of  the  multitude,  at  the  expence  of  in- 
fulted  Majefly,  the  difarranging  that  nicely  balanced  fyftem  of  Government,  the 
envy  of  the  world,  and  the  l'ubverfion  of  thofe  happy  laws  which  hold  the  life  and 
property  of.the  Peer  and  Eeafant  in  equal  gftimutioH, 


for 
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for  a  bird  of  the  air  fhall  carry  growne  on  a  fuddaine,  fo  great 
the  voice,  and  that  which  hath  a  privadoe,  that  'twas  thought 
wings  ihall  tell  the  matter.”  Themiflocles  himfelf  could  not 
Aker  the  fermon  was  ended,  doe  more  with  Xerxes,  than  he 
wrhen  the  gentlemen  came  to  with  king  Henrie  ;  for  foone  af- 
take  leave,  Sir  Rice  bellowed  ter  his  entrance  to  the  crowne, 
upon  divers  of  the  choiceft  01  he  appointed  him  t  Juflicianum 
them,  a  ribband  of  true  blewe  faum  Southwallue ,  which  office 
colour,  which  he  defired  them  was,  as  I  take  it,  much  of  the 


to  weare  for  their  more  honour. 
At  each  ribband  there  was  a 
medaile,  the  imprefle  of  which 
was  that  true  fymbol  of  Faith, 
“  l)  extra.  Manus  mutuo  impli¬ 
cate?^  with  this  motto:  “  Nec 
poterat  ferrum ,”  which  they 
kindlie  accepted,  and  for  manie 
years  wore  for  his  fake  ;  and 
foe  giving  them  his  thankes,  he 
recommended  them  to  his  fonn, 
Sir  Griffith  Rice,  who  was  en¬ 
gaged  to  be  their  Syropofiaftes 
the  night  following.  Thus  in 
Wal  es  did  we  honour  St. 
George,  which  made  the  Eng-, 
liffi  ever  after  earneftly  to  af- 
fedt  and  higly  to  regard,  the  fo- 
cieties,  love  and  friendfhip  of 
the  Welch,  and  their  Patron  St. 
David,  a  thing  well  pleafing  to 
the  king,  and  for  which  he  gave 
Sir  Rice  manie  thankes  the  yeare 
following,  when  he  came  to 
give  his  attendance  at  courte. 
Within  a  few  months  after  the 
king  died,  leaving  an  earthly 
crowne  to  enjoy  an  heavenly; 
in  whole  place  as  his  lawfull 
fucceffor  Henrie  the  Eight  fol¬ 
lowed,  by  whom  Sir  Rice  was 
yett  more  and  more  graced,  than 
ever  he  had  bin  by  his  father 
for  no  we  we  find  him  enfliled  * 
Delicicz  Henrici  OBavi.  Fie  was 


fame  nature  with  the  jufliciars 
of  Ireland,  onelie  ad  pacemfr - 
van  dam  &  jujhtiam  fin  gules 
unwerfis  exhibendam ,  much  like 
that  of  Propraetors,  or  Procon-, 
fuls  of  the  Romans. 

The  death  of  King  Henrie  the 
Seventh.  Henrie  the  Eighth 
is  advanced  to  the  crowne . 
He  quarrells  the  French  Ki  ng , 
paffeth  over  into  France ,  and 
tciketh  the  two  jlrong  'Townes 
of  Terwin  and  Tourney ,  and 
the  exploits  of  Sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas  in  that  expedition. 

King  Henrie  the  Flight,  af¬ 
ter  the  death  of  his  renowned 
father,  coming;  -  at  once  to  a 

#  *  #  ‘  .  O 

flo.u riming  kingdoms  and  aplen- 
tifull  fortune,  fpent  mofl  part  of 
the  two  firfl  yeares  of  his  reigne 
in  mafques  and  revells,  and 
thofe  other  obledlations  which 
ufually  attend  youthfull  and 
galliard  fpiritts.  In  his  third 
yeare  there  fell  out  fome  diffe¬ 
rence  betweene  Pope  Julius  the 
Second,  and  Lewis  the  Twelfth 
of  FTance,  and  that  difference 
in  the  end  turned  to  a  mofl  furi- 
oufe  and  bloodie  war,  which 
King  Henrie,  by  all'  meanes 
poffible  tried  to  compofe  :  but 


*  Camden’s  Britannia,  Latin,  4to.  p.  586 
4  Vide  got.  Anno  primo.  Hen.  8. 
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matt  finding  himfelf  able  to  per¬ 
forate  what  he  intended  there, 
lie  fell  into  choler,  and  flood 
•upon  rough  termes  with  the 
French  king,  demanding  refti- 
tution  of  the  Dutchie  ot  Nor¬ 
mandie,  Guienne,  and  the  coun- 
trie  of  Angouleme,  yea  ol  the 
crowne  of  France,  as  his  lawfull 
■inheritance.  Hereupon  great 
preparations  were  made,  both 
by  fea  and  land.  By  fea,  ,that 
puiffant  Captain,  Sir  Edward 
Howard,  was  Admiral,  having 
manie  brave  gentlemen  in  his 
-companie.  By  land  the  Lord 
Marqueffe  Dorfettwas  in  Chief e, 
and  to  goe  along  with  him, 
(there  were  appointed  the  Lord 
Howard,  forme  and  heire  to 
ihe  Earl  of  Surrey,  the  Lord 
Brooke,  the  Lord  Willoughby, 
.and  yong  Sir  Griffith  Rice,  the 
onelie  tonne  of  Sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas,  who  was  .  one  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Bath  to  Prince 
Arthur,  a  gentleman  upon  whom 
no  uniaithfulnefs  could  ever 
take  hold,  though  bredd  of  a 
child  at  courte,  a  rare  felicitie ! 
Of  thefe  preparations  made  by 
the  King  of  England,  Ferdinand, 
King  of  Arragon,  made  good 
ufe,  being  alfoe  himfelf  in 
termes  of  hoflilitie  with  the 
French  King,  and  having  like- 
wife  other  private  defignes  up¬ 
on  the  kingdom  of  Navarre. 
Wherefore  he  perfuades  his  fon- 
in-lawe,  under  promife  of  great 
affi fiance,  to  land  his  army  at 
Guipifcou,  as  a  place  convenient 
to  open  the  way  into  Guienne, 
which  done,  Ferdinand  makes 
no  more  ado  forfooth,  but  un¬ 


der  pretence  of  coming  himfelf 
in  perfon  to  joine  with  Dorfett, 
chopps  into  Navarre,  taking  poi- 
feffion  of  the  ftrong  citie  of 
Panpelona,  and  that  without 
anie  firoake  ffrucke,  and  foe 
that  mock  expedition  cod  the 
King  of  England  the  expence  ot 
more  treafure  than  the  King  of 
Arragon  had  given  him  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  his  daughter.  Howe 
Llarrie,  digefted  this  affront 
cleaves  nott  by  the  fforie  ;  but 
it  did  not  abate  his  relolution  of 
falling  upon  France,  for  which 
purpofe  he  rayfeth  a  puiffant 
armie.  Over  the  advantgarde 
the  Earle  of  Slirewfburie,  high 
fteward  of  the  king’s  houfe,  had 
commaund,  having  with  him 
the  Earle  of  Darbie,  Decowrce, 
Prior  of  St.  Johns,  the  Lord 
Fitz-Walter,  the  Lord  Haftings, 
the  Lord  Cob  ham,  and  Sir  Rice 
ap  Thomas,  amounting  to  8,000 
men,  which  failed  for  Callice,  a 
towne,  which  while  we  held  it, 
the  French  themfelves  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  keyes  of  France  hung 
at  our  girdles..  Within  a  while 

o 

after  followed  the  retaguardia  or 
rereward  of  the  king’s  armie.un- 
der  conduH  of  the  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain  Herbert,  the  Earles  of 
Northumberland,  Kent,  and 
Stafford,  with  manie  more  of 
prime  marke.  There  were  foure 
men  (above  the  reft)  diftin- 
guiihed  on  this  expedition. 

*  - - “  Talbotus  belliger,  audax 

Poiningus,  Ricteus  Thomas  Eos  Cambro 

Brit  annum, 

Et  Somerietus.” 

Thefe  corageoufe  warriors 
having  refted  a  fewe  dayes  at 


*  Chriftophcr  Ocland  in  his  Praelia, 
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Callice,  and  corifulted  for  the 
well -ordering  of  their  affaires, 
prefentlie  drewe  their  forces 
into  the  field,  commaunding 
everie  fouldiour  by  found  of 
trumpett  to  depart  the  towne, 
and  fpeedilie  to  repaire  to  his 
char  ere.  The  fir  ft.  according  to 
his  place,  went  the  Earle  of 
Shrew fhurie,  Captain  General, 
then  followed  the  Lord  Herbert; 
next  after  the  valiant  Sir  Rice 
ap  Thomas,  Campiur  y  Bru- 
tanniaid  tooke  the  field  with  his 
light  horfe  men  and  archers,  and 
foe  they  marched  forward  till 
they  came  before  the  ftronge 
towne  of  Terwin,  to  the  north 
weft  fide  of  which  the  Earle  of 
Shrewfburie  layed  prefent  fiege, 
as  likewife  the  Lord  Herbert  to 
the  eaft  fide ;  whilft  Sir  Rice 
fcoured  the  coaft  with  his  horfe, 
holding  the  French  in  fuch  awe, 
as  none  of  them  durft  approach 
the  towne  to  releave  it.  It  for¬ 
tuned  at  this  time,  as  the  Calli- 
cians  were  comming  with  necef- 
faries  for  the  armie,  their  com¬ 
panies  fell  to  drinking  and  dis¬ 
order,  of  which  the  Duke  of 
Vandofme,  governor  of  Picar- 
die,  having  notice,  with  800 
light  horfemen  came  upon  them, 
and  cutt  manic  of  them  off. 
Yet  the  French  had  little  caufe 
to  brag  of  their  winnings  ;  for 
Sir  Rice  having  heard  the  newes, 
all  enraged  thereat,  can  fed  his 
trympett  to  blowe  to  the  ftir- 
rppp,  purfuing  the  Duke  of 
Vandome  from  place  to  place, 
who,  not  difpofed  to  flay  to 
heare  his  Welch  compliments, 
which  he  well  knewe  would 
prove  both  harfh  and  unplea- 
fant,  takes  him  to  his  heeles, 


and  byes  him  backe  to  Bangey 
Abbey,  where  the  French  armie 
lay  to  flicker  the  ftorme.  By 
this  time  the  king  himfelf  was 
landed,  and  on  his  march  to¬ 
wards  Terwin.  The  drench 
king,  ftartled  to  hear  it,  makes 
hidden  preparations  to  give  him 
the  encounter.  Both  were  come 
within  a  fmall  diftance  each  of 
the  other,  and  manie  hott  fkir- 
mifhes  palled  betweene  them. 
As  they  were  thus  exchanging 
thefe  harfh  falutes,  there  ap¬ 
peared  in  fight  on  a  fuddaine  a 
compare  of  horfe  men,  which 
fomewhat  appalled  the  Englifh, 
as  imagining  the  whole  power 
of  France  had  followed,  ney- 
ther  did  the  king  himfelf  well 
knowe  what  to  make  of  it :  butt 
within  a  while,  by  his  colours, 
they  perceaved  it  was  Sir  Rice 
ap  Thomas,  who  m  a  moil  glit¬ 
tering  and  bnWiant  manner, 
came  (the  firft  man)  from  the 
fiege  with  his  cavelleria  to  at¬ 
tend  the  king’s  commaundes. 
The  king,  glad  of  the  accede,  of 
foe  experts' a  commaunder,  ef- 
peciallie  at  fuch  a  time,,  himfelf 
being  in  aftion,  receaves  him 
gentlie,  and  foe  forthwith  fends 
him  to  the  Earle  of  EfTex,  Cap- 
taine  of  the  fpeares,  wifhing 
them  both  to  join  and  fett  upon 
the  Frenchmen.  Sir  Rice,  hav-. 
ing  receaved  his  inftrufilions, 
prefentlie  departed  and  went  to 
the  Earle,  both  returning  incon¬ 
tinently  to  do  what  they  had  in 
charge.  The  French  perceaving 
their  defign,  and  nott  caring 
greatly  for  fuch  unpleafant  ac- 
quairtce,  retire  them  with  fpeede 
and  avoide  battaile.  The  Earle 
and  Sir  Rice  having  notice 

hereof. 
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hereof,  they  drewe  neere  to  the 
enemie  and  there  Jlaled ,  but 
hearing  for  certaine  that  both 
foot  and  horfe  recoyled,  they 
brake  up  their  ground,  and  retur¬ 
ned  to  the  king  to  give  accounte 
of  their  proceedinges.  It  hap¬ 
pened,  as  the  king  proceeded  in 
his  march,  that  one  of  his  greate 
bombardes  called  the  *  Redd 
Gunn,  was  overthrowne,  and 
left  by  the  way.  The  French 
having  taken  the  John  Evange¬ 
lic,  another  greate  piece  of 
ordnance  fome  fewe  dayes  be¬ 
fore,  thought  to  doe  the  like  by 
this  ;  but  the  lord  Barries,  Capt. 
of  the  Pioneers,  lying  in  wait 
for  them,  prevented  their  de- 
ligns,  to  whofe  aide  came  pre- 
fentlie  the  Earle  of  Effex  with 
his  fpeares,  Sir  Rice  with  his 
horfe,  and  Sir  John  Nevill  with 
the  Northumberland  men.  They 
had  not  gone  farr,  butt  they 
afcribe  the  whole  armie  of 
France,  where  upon  the  Earle 
fendes  to  Sir  John  Peachie, 
Lieutenant  of  the  fpeares  who 
was  in  place,  where  the  faid 
Gunn  was  to  be  mindtull  of  his 
charge.  Meane  while,  Sir  Rice 
politickly  takes  the  advantage  of 
the  ground  where  he  fawe  moft 
likelihood  of  gauling  the  enemie. 
This  example  of  his  the  earle 
alloe  followed,  knowing  him  to 
be  a  man  of  a  moft  excellent 
judgment,  and  for  matter  of  dis¬ 
cretion  with  the  beft,  and  there¬ 
fore  worthie  of  imitation.  By 


this  time  the  Lord  Barnes  had 
got  up  and  carted  the  gunn. 
And  nowe  the  whole  French 
armie  appeared,  comming  on  in. 
a  moft  glorious  array  with  ftan- 
dardes,  penens,  and  banners, 
difplaid  to  give  them  chafe  : 
which  noe  fooner  perceav'd  by 
Sir  Rice,  but  forthwith  he  calls 
to  my  Lord  of  Effex,  giving 
him  to  underftand,  that  to  quar- 
rell  and  attack  the  whole  power 
of  France  with  foe  fmall  a  parte 
of  their  forces  would  favour  ra¬ 
ther  of  temeritie,  and  meere 
foolhardinefs,  than  of  anie  true 
judgment  or  well-grounded  va¬ 
lour;  befides,  they  were  nott 
authorifed  by  anie  warrant  to 
runn  fuch  a  courfe,  their  corn- 
million  onlie  being  to  fetch  off 
the  gunn  and  noe  further.  The 
earle  being  happie  to  be  directed 
by  a  man  of  foe  greate  expe¬ 
rience,  prefentlie  gave  way  to 
his  admonitions,  and  loe  with  a 
foft  and  warie  retreate  they  fol¬ 
lowed  the  gunn,  which  the 
French  miftaking  for  feare, 
thought  the  day  was  theirs.  Here 
upon  they  fett  upon  the  Englifh 
with  a  large  body  of  their  beft 
horfe,  which  the  Earle  and  Sir 
Rice  whealing  about  upon  the 
fuddaine,  encountered  with  fuch 
unfriendlie  demeanure,  as  to 
make  the  enemie  take  to  their 
heeles.  The  fight  whereof,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  dreadfulneffe 
of  the  chafe,  ftartled  the  whole 
hoft  of  France,  and  made  them 


*  Tt  is  curious  to  trace  the  improvement  in  the  ftru&ure  and  management  of  artil-. 
lery  fince  that  time,  when  the  replacing  a  difmounted  gun,  was  afervice  fo  arduous, 
as  to  require  the  moft  experienced  generals  with  a  large  body  of  the  bra  veft  troop* 
to  cover  it,  and  entitle  thofe  who  were  employed  op  that  occafiort  to  the  thanks  of 
their  fovereign. 
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turne  taile,  When  this  was  faith  Griffith  Rice,  Sir  Ric<* 
ended,  the  Earle  and  Sir  Rice  Griffith  his  heire,  in  his  petu 
returned  to  the  king,  with  the  tion  to  Oueene  Marie  and 
laid  gunn,  making  report  unto  Oueene  Elizabeth,  yet  extant; 
him  of  their  dangeroufe  ad-  but  mailer  Camden  in  his  re¬ 
ventures,  for  which  the  king  maines,  gives  the  honour  of  that 
gave  them  hartie  thankes,  with  fervice  to  one  Sir  John  Clarke, 
manie  promifes  of  other  con-  of  Buckingham,  whom  the  king 
digne  rewards,  fuitable  to  their  (as  he  faith)  rewarded  for  this 
high  defervings.  The  king  then  particular  a £1  with  a  canton 
layes  his  ffege  to  the  towne  of  Azure,  a  Demy  Ram  faliant  ar- 
Terwin,  battering  the  fame  on  gent,  two  Fleurs  de  Lys,  or  in 
everie  ffde  with  his  greate  ord-  Chiefe,  in  addition  to  his  pater- 
Siance.  In  the  meane  while,  nal  coate  of  armes  ;  and  on  a  con- 
newes  was  brought  him  that  the  ference  had  with  Mailer  Camden 
French  king  had  an  intention  of  touching  this  point,  I  receaved 
relieving  the  citie,  which  within  for  fatisfadlion,  that  undoubtedly 
a  while  after,  was  confirmed  by  Clarke  was  the  man  who  ^took 
Sir  Rice,  having  taken  a  French  the  perfon  of  the  Duke  ;  yet  he 
man  piifoner,  by  whom  he  un-  verilie  added,  that  then  he  ferved 
derftood  as  much;  and  that  him-  under  Sir  Rice,  as  well  as  other 
felf  had  aferied  a  number  of  men  Englifh  gentlemen,  who  all  bore 
eomming  forward  to  his  judg-  teflimome  to  Sir  Rice’s  magna- 
ment,  on  the  point  of  fix  thou-  nimous  deportment,  at  the  bat- 
fan d„  This  made  the  king  fud-  tie  of  Bofworth  and  el fe where, 
denlie  to  prepare  for  battaile.  foe  as  right  the  praife  of  the  fer- 
When  on  a  fuddame,  a  body  of  vice  was  to  redound  to  both  ; 
French  horfe  with  thirty-three  and  foe  Griffith  Rice  his  pe- 
banners  difplaid,  appeared  in  titions  and  his  notes  will  agree  ; 
Tight,  threatning  wonders.  But  for  qmdqind  in  membris  lauchs. 
it  was  not  long  ere  the  Englifh  eft,  ad  caput  refer tur ,  and  of 
powring  water  on  their  wine,  everie  brave  exploit,  performed 
lone  abated  and  appalled  their  by  anie  private  gentleman  of  a 
courage,  for  their  ftandard  be-  companie,  or  common  fouldier, 
ino-  overthrowne,  away  they  ail  the  principall  glorie  refls  on  the 
ra'nn,  calling  away  their  fp  cares  commaunders  fide  :  foe  much 
and  fwordes,  and  cutting  off  the  for  the  reconciliation  of  this 
barbes  of  their  horfes  to  runn  the  difference,  which  I  take  it,  may 
lighter,  which  nimhlenefs  of  hold  well  together  without  anie 
theirs  makes  them  famous  at  difparagcment  to  eyther.  A 
this  day,  even  in  their  owne  fewe  dayes  after  this  difeomfi- 
ftories  ;  for  notable  Huy  dors  ture,  the  goodlie  cittie  of  1  er- 
and  Runawayes.  In  this  bat-  win  was  rendered  up  to  the  king, 
taile,  called  by  themfelves  Jour-  of  England  by  the  Lord  Pownt- 
nee  des  Efperons,  or  the  Bat-  remy,  captain  general  of  the  fame, 
taile  of  Spurres,  Sir  Rice- tooke  Then  fell  the  king  to  a  fecond 
Duke  Longuile  prifoner.  Soe  refolution  for  the  befiegmg  or 
o  Tourney. 
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Tourney.  The  battaile  was  or¬ 
dered  as  before  ;  over  the  avant- 
garde  the  Earle  ol  Shrewfburie 
was  in  chiefe,  the  rerewarde 
was  conducted  by  the  Lord  Her¬ 
bert,  and  the  maine  bodie  by 
the  king  himfelf.  Firft,  the  king 
commaunded  Sir  Rice  ap  Tho- 
|iias  to  view  one  quarter  of  the 
towne,  and  the  Earle  of  Effex 
another,  who  having  taken  a 
ftrift  furvey  of  the  place,  re¬ 
turned,  making  report  to  the 
king,  howe  all  things  flood. 
Hereupon  the  towne  was  fum- 
moned  by  Garter,  King  of 
Armes  ;  butt  nothing  could  pre- 
vaile  till  the  fiege  was  laid  and 
a  batterie  made,  and  then  the 
cittie  was  yielded  up  by  the  Pro- 
voft,  with  a  fumm  of  ten  thou- 
fand  pound  flerling,  for  the  re¬ 
demption  of  their  lawes,  cuf- 
tomes,  and  liberties  ;  and  foe  we 
leave  this  flale  maid  to  deplore 
the  lofs  of  her  Pucellag;e,  a 
thing  fhe  was  foe  loath  to  parte 
withall,  though  follicited  there¬ 
unto  by  a  mightie  monarch,  a 
rare  inltance  ot  chaflitie.  The 
king,  on  his  return  to  England, 
forgot  not  the  good  fervices  done 
by  his  followers  ;  therefore,  by 
way  of  reward,  he  gave  Sir 
Griffith,  fonne  and  heire  of  Sir 
Rice  ap  Thomas,  Officium  re- 
aptoris  Domnin  de  *  Dynas  in 
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South  Wales,  with  all  fees  and 
emoluments  thereunto  belong¬ 
ing  ;  and  in  a  while  after  he 
gave  +  both  to  Sir  Rice  ap  Tho¬ 
mas,  and  Sir  Griffith  (father  and 
fonne).  Officia  fenejhalh  &  can - 
cellame  maneriorum }  &  domi - 
mo  rum  de  Haverjord-Wejl  & 
RowJ'e ,  in  the  marches  afore- 
faid,  foe  that  nowe  being  pof- 
fefled  of  all  the  prime  offices  in 
South  Wales,  and  governour  o£ 
all  W ales  belides,  wee  may 
trulie  affirm e  Sir  Pace  to  be  the 
greateff  fubjeSi  that  ever  was  in 
thofe  partes.  After  this  expe¬ 
dition,  I  doe  not  find  that  ever 
Sir  Rice  went  abroad,  wherein 
you  may  fee  he  did  nott  extrema 
adu  deficere  (a  misfortune  that 
hath  befalne  the  greateff  com- 
maunders  that  ever  were)  butt 
plaid  his  lafl  parte  mod  exa&lie, 
for  in  this  lafl.  fervice  of  his, 
you  ffiall  not  read  in  all  the 
Englifh  florie  of  ariie  more 
fpoken  of,  more  emploid,  nor 
more  honoured  than  he  was, 
and  if  you  will  give  credit  to 
our  W elch  Rardes,  he  was  fans- 
pared le,  wjnch  drewe  fome  en- 
vie  upon  him,  even  from  the 
chiefefl  of  the  nobilitie  of 
England,  which  made  our 
Poete  buril  out,  and  fay  that 
he  was  “  Gwenwyn  Lloegr, 
&c.” 


*  What  office  is  here  referred  to,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn;  there  feems  to 
have  been  a  word  after  Dynas,  which  from  the  faintnefs  of  the  nranufcript  can’c  be 
made  out ;  perhaps  we  fliould  read  Dynas  fu^zur,  what  is  now  called  Dyne  faur,  in 
Carmarthenfhire,  the  ancient  refidcnce  of  the  Princes  of  South  Wales,  and  the  pre- 
fent  juftly  admired  feat  of  Lord  Dynefaur,  who  enjoys  it  with  a  tafle  and  a  magnifi¬ 
cence,  tinted  to  the  beauties  and  the  grandeur  of  the  place,  and  every  way  worthy 
©f  his  illullrious  anceftors. 

t  Perhaps  the  offices  were  to  be  held  jointly,  or  were  granted  to  Sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas  for  life,  with  rcverhon  to  hi*  fon  Sir  Griffith  Rice. 
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The  fame  poete,  in  his  kowydd 
to  Sir  Rice,  wherein  he  is  whollie 
cmploied  about  the  late  expedi¬ 
tion  to  France,  aftei  labouring  to 
give  him  the  fuperioritie  ol  all 
others  in  the  liege  of  Terwin  and 
Tourney,  concludes  his  fongwith 

Trccha  un  draw  yn  trychu  ’n  trin 

l  air  Brin  ond  Dliw  ar  Brenin.* 

“  Which  I  take  it  to  be  thus 
Englilhed  : 

Next  after  God  and  the  king  that  day, 
Rice  and  his  ravens  did  bear  the  fway.” 

Butt  we  muft  allow  poetes 
their  hyperboles.  It  fufficeth  you 
-doe  him  the  honour,  which,  in 
juftice,  you  cannot  refule  him, 
even  on  the  teftimonie  of  the 
Englifh  hillorians  themfelves,  to 
believe  him  for  prowefle  and 
deedes  of  armes  to  be  equal  1  with 
the  bell ;  and,  as  lor  us,  we  fhall 
ever  hold  it  a  principall  honour 
fo  our  nation,  that  we  have  af¬ 
forded  fvch  a  fpiritt,  who  was 
the  terror  of  his  enemies  where- 
ever  he  came,  who  merited  and 
received  the  loudeft  applaufes  or 
ins  countriemen,  and  challenged 
the  gratitude  and  efteeme  of  kings, 
who  admitted  him  to  drink  deeply 
of  the  fountain  of  honour.  For 
militarie  conduit  he  is  on  all 
•hands  allowed  to  have  had  no 
jfuperiour.:  and,  when  the  fword 
of  warr  was  returned  to  its  fcab- 
bardt  (as  I  fhall  hereafter  fhewe) 
during;  his  civill  adminiftration, 

O 


noe  man  held  the  ballance  of  the 
lawe  with  an  evenner,  or  the 
fword  of  juftice  with  a  firmer,  or 
more  difcreete  hand.  As  a  proole 
howe  terrible  he  was  to  his  eni- 
nnes,  his  name,  as  I  was  tould 
by  a  worthie  gentleman  that  tra- 
vayled  in  thofe  partes,  is  yet  ufed 
about  Terwin  as  a  bugg-beare  or 
fire-abbras,  luch  as  a  1  albott’s 
was,  in  Flenrie  the  Sixt’s  time, 
to  affright  the  children  from  do¬ 
ing  ftirewd  trickes.  Butt  the 
eulogie  and  teftimoniall  given  of 
his  praife,  when  you  underhand 
under  what  +  roqfe  it  is  preserved, 
you  will  eaftlie  graunt  to  be  Pal¬ 
mare  tejhmonium ,  and  may  well 
ferve  to  eternize  this  man's  lame, 
though  all  our  bookes  were  barred 
of  the  light. 

Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas ,  his  digni¬ 
fied  cloje  of  life — He  dies  full 
of  honors  and  yeeres- — His 
bunall — A  breefe  recorde  of 
his  alliances  and  his  ifj'ue,  as 
well  lemtimate  as  illegitimate. 

Having  brought  our  renown¬ 
ed  Welchman  to  the  end  of  his 
militarie  career,  and  having  con- 
figned  him  in  the  lull  blaze  of 
gLorie,  to  the  enjoyment  ol  new 
offices  and  honors,  proportionated 
to  his  great  defervings  and  the 
high  opinion  entertained  ol  him 
by  his  royal  1  mailer,  in  the  poft 
feffion  and  difcharge  ol  which  he 
carried  himlell  with  fo  much 


*  Tudur  Aled  ai  kant. 

-f  Here  again  my  author  adverts  to  a  work  he  then  had  in  contemplation,  wherein 
-jhe  purpofed  to  give  a  view  of  Sir  Rice  ap  1  homas  in  his  civil  capacity ,  and  whic  a 
mu  ft  have  formed  a  moft  definable  companion  to  that  he  has  here  exhibited  of  his 
military  life,  had  it  been  handed  down  to  us.  Every  fearch  has  been  made  h>r  juch 
a  performance,  amongft  thofe  collections,  where,  if  it  ever  exifted,  it  was  moil  like,/ 
to  have  been  found,  but  without  fuccefs. 

i  The  hook  of  the  Knights  of  the  Garter  is  here  alluded  to,  which,  (according  to 
in v. author')  was  in  his  highnefs’s  collection  at  St.  James’s  Palace. 

firmne 


BIOGRAPHY. 


I 


J&4H 

j i 


#rmnefte,  difcretion,  and  temper, 
filling  the  judieiall  chair  with  as 
much  claim  on  tame  as  the  war 
laddie  (for  ol  him  it  may  trulie 
be  faid  that  he  was  “  tam  marti 
quam  mer curio)”  foe  that  it  is 
yet  a  point  undecided,  whether 
he  was  a  better  fouldier  than  a 
judge  :  let  us  now  take  a  farewell 
view  of  him,  in  the  laft  ftage  of 
his  earthlie  pilgrimage,  making 
preparations  for  etermtie.  '  Be¬ 
hold  him  then  enjoying,  to  as  great 
an  extent  as  it  were  poftible  for 
mortal,  the  otium  cum  dignitate , 
in  a  fair  retreate,  enriched  with 
all  the  commodities  needfull  to 
fupply  the  effablilhment  of  a  man 
of  his  vaft  munificence,  exalted 
rank,  and  unbounded  fwaye,  af- 
fociating  with  all  who  were  cele¬ 
brated  for  learning  and  pietie  far 
and  neere,  who  reforted  to  his 
*  caflle  as  to  the  court  of  a  great 
monarch,  to  doe  honour  to  him 
and  themfelves  ;  behold  him,  I 
fay,  happy  in  the  confcioufnefs 
of  having,  by  his  juftice  and  his 
perfeverance,  reformed  the  dif- 
orders  of  his  countrie,  and  re¬ 
duced  a  tumultuary  people,  fplit 
into  various  factions,  into  a  refpefd 
for  law  and  a  love  of  fubordina- 
tion,  with  the  toils  of  his  ftation 
confequentlie  abating,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  his  years  and  the  neceftity 
for  repofe,  juftlie  venerated  at 
home  and  abroad,  with  nothing 
to  cloud  the  evening  of  his  dayes, 


and  darken  the  profpedt  beyond 
the  grave !  highly  priviledged 
lot !  and  fuch  was  his  !  With 
courts  and  camps  he  feems  not 
to  have  had  much  to  doe,  after 
his  return  from  the  affaire  of  Ter- 
win  and  Tourney  ;  from  his  at¬ 
tendance  on  the  former,  the  im¬ 
portant  ftation  he  filled  with  foe 
much  eftedl  in  his  owne  countrie, 
might  well  excufe  him  ;  and, 
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from  the  latter  he  might  well 
claim  a  difmiftion,  which  the 
bell  years  of  his  life  had  been  de¬ 
voted  to,  and  where  he  had  left 
behinde  him  his  valour  and  his 
difcipline  in  foe  manie  young 
captaines  of  his  owne  rearing. 
Sir  Rice  having  been  trayned 
from  his  earlieft  youthe  to  the 
robufter  exercifes  of  the  bodie 
nowe,  his  age  being,  as  oure 
greate  poete  expreifes  itt,  a 
“  ilu/ii  e  zvi  uteri '  was  ever  watch- 
full  to  guarde  againeft  that  inerte- 
nelfe  with  all  its  dire  effecles, 
which  a  hidden  pa  ftage  from  a 
lyfe  of  buftle  and  bufmeffe  to 
eafe  and  retyrement,  too  often 
begetts  in  us,  and  to  the  laft,  there¬ 
fore,  kept  up  the  fpirritt  of  gym- 
naftique  difcipline,  in  his  Cer¬ 
vantes  and  followers haveinge fett 
dayes  for  a  varietie  of  games  and 
paftimes,  which  he  often  would 
attende  in  perfon  to  encourage 
and  rewarde.  The  recreation  he 
mode  delighted  in  himfelfe  was 
that  of  horfemanfhipp,  in  the 


*  The  Caftle  of  Carew,  in  Pembrokefhire,  his  favourite  refldence,  and  where  he 
chiefly  fpent  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  at  which  time  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David’s  refided 
at  Lartaphey  Palace,  a  mile  or  two  diftaric  from  Carew,  between  whom  and  Sir  Rice 
there  fubfilted  a  conftant  intercourfe  and  an  inviolable  friendfhip,  circtimflances  which 
probably  operated  as  the  principal  inducement  for  Sir  Rice’s  preferring  Carew  to  his 
ether  demtfnes, 

+  Therefore  my  age  is  as  a  lijly  whiter, 

Trolly  but  kindly - —  Shakfpeare’s  As  you  like  it, 

knowleg;e 
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knowlege  of  which  he  was  re¬ 
puted  to  excell  everie  man  of  his 
tyme,  and  in  the  practice  of  which 
he  indulged  himfelfe  with  a  paf- 
fion  unabated  by  yeeres.  The 
fupporte  of  his  {tables  and  his 
manage  made  one  ot  the  princi- 
pall  articles  of  his  expenfive  and 
all  moll  princelie  elfablilhmente 
for  his  numerous  if  alls  weare 
ever  full  of  horfes  of  the  rareil 
hreede,  which  he  often  had  drawne 
out  in  martiall  arrays,  as  if  the 
ennimie  weare  att  hande,  it  be¬ 
ing  his  maxime,  that  peace  was 
the  belt  feafon  to  provyde  for 
warre,  foe  that  when  itt  came,  it 
found  him  readie  and  prepared  to 
meete  it.  Elis  afhif antes  at  thefe 
revewes  and  mocke  battailes 
weare  his  olde  fellowe  fouldiers, 
whoe,  in  manie  a  harde  rencoun¬ 
ter,  bothe  att  home  and  in  for- 
raigne  partes,  hadd  fhared  with 
him  the  daungers  as  well  as  the 
glorie  of  the  daye,  and  nowe  of¬ 
ten  mett  together  111  fuch  blood- 
leife  ill  owes,  to  acl  over  theire 
paife  fieldes,  when  all  the  yonge 
gentrie  of  the  countrie  flocked 
thither  as  to  a  militarie  fchoole. 
Nor,  during  all  this  provifion  for 
recreating  and  ffrengthenmg  the 
bodie,  was  the  w  el  If  a  re  of  its 
immortall  inmate  overlooked,  Sir 
Rice  being  as  regular  and  exa&e 
in  his  ghoftlie  as  well  as  bodilie 
exercifes  \  his  faff  friende  and 
neighboure,  the  ^Bifhop  of  St. 
David’s,  in  his  frequente  vifites 
to  the  caifle,  never  failinge  to 
fupplie  him  with  inch  fpirituall 
comp  fortes  as  contributed  to  fytt 


him  for  that  awfull  journey 
which,  more  from  a  confy dera¬ 
tion  of  his  age  than  anie  particu¬ 
lar  preflinge  warninges  he  then 
felt,  he  was  perfuaded  in  the  run 
of  nature  he  mu  ft  ihortlie  fettoute 
upon,  and  for  which,  to  make 
the  neceflarie  preparationnes, 
fome  portion  of  hys  -everie  daie 
was  piouflie  allotted.  An  ex- 
emplarie  temperance  in  his  dyett, 
a  methodicali  diifnbutionn  of  his 
tyme,  and  a  difcreete  hufband- 
inge  of  his  vitall  powres,  had 
fecured  to  Sir  Rice  a  ferenitie  of 
mynde,  and  its  allmoft  conftaunt 
concomitaunte,  helthe  of  bodie  ; 
norr  doe  I  learne  that  his  lafte 
Glaffe  was  hurryed  by  anie  vio- 
iente  or  painfull  dyfeafe,  butt 
was,  bye  the  favoure  of  heavenn, 
fufferedd  to  runn  oute  graduallie 
and  fmoothelie,  after  a  courfe  of 
feventie  ande  fixe  yeeres E.  Elis 
death  was  a  publique  Ioffe  and 
calamine,  and  was  fo  confydered 
and  long  lamented,  leaveing  fuche 
a  blanke  in  his  countrie  as  it  was 
nott  eafie  to  fill  up.  Ele  was  bu¬ 
ried,  as  the  tradition  goes,  firft, 
in  the  Fryars  at  Carmarthen,  but 
was  afterwardes  (as  I  have  al rea¬ 
die  related  in  the  proeme  to  this 
hiftorie)  moved  and  re-interred 
in  the  eafterne  ifle  of  St.  Peter’s 
church,  where  hys  remaynes,  to¬ 
gether  with  thofe  of  his  ladie,nowTe 
refte  under  a  ftatelie  monument, 
which,  to  doe  juftice  to  his  greate 
fame  and  honourable  defervinges, 
fhould  have  beene  “  ALre  peren - 
nius  but,  forrie  am  I  to  faie, 
is  made  of  a  forte  of  free-ftone, 


*  During  the  four  la  ft  years  of  Sir  Rice’s  life,  Dodtor  Richard  Rawlins  was  BiHiop 
of  that  See,  who  fucceeued  Bifhop  Vaughan. 

+  He  died  A.  D.  1527,  leaving  his  grandfon,  then  a  youth  of  nineteen,  to  inherit 
his  vaft  pofiVffions,  who  was  beheaded  four  years  after,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
v  .  of 


biography. 


ibt  foe  fofte  a  graine,  that  itt  al- 
readie  bearcs  evidente  proofes  of 
tmfaithfullneffe  to  its  trufte ;  and, 
in  lefs  than  another  centime,  will 
be  likelie  to  lofe*  all  traces  of 
what  itt  was  at  firfte  intended  to 
recorde.  And  nowe,  having 
followed  the  heroe  of  mie  ftorie 
from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  ere 
I  difmifle  mie  reeders,  I  fhall 
give  a  breefe  touche  of  his  noble 
allyances  and  his  hopeful  proge¬ 
nie,  to  fome  of  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  narrative,  I  have 
had  allredie  occafion  to  referr. 
His  firft  wife  was  Eva,  daughter 


and  co-heirefTe  of  Henrie  ap 
Gwillim,  of  Coort  Henrie,  by 
which  marriage  his  eftates  wee  re 
confiderablie  increafed,  and  the 
long  lubfifteinge  feudes  betweene 
the  twoe  families  weare,  att 
lengthe,.  happilie  extinguished. 
1  he  finite  of  this  union  was  one 
fonne,  on  Griffith  Rice,  whofe 
birthe  his  mother  furvyved  nott 
longe.  l  o  his  fecond  wife  he 
rnatcht  with  jonett,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Mathewes,  of  an  aun- 
tiente  houfe  in  Glamorganfhire, 
by  whome  he  left  noe  iffue  f. 
Butt  the  children  he  had  by  dif- 


*  My  author's  predi&ion  has  long  been  literally  verified,  as  the  monument  h- 
alludes  lo  for  above  a  century,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  has  ceafed  to  exhibit  any  mote  marks 
of  the  fculptor  s  art  or  or.gmal  defign,  than  were  barely  fufficient  to  diftiuguifhX 
fex  of  the  recumbent  figures  by.  Of  an  mfeription,  not  the  fain, eft  veil, >e  now  re! 
mains,  and  every  endeavour  to  retrieve  it  has  proved  fruitlefs.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that,  confidering  how  mnch  genealogy  and  hiftory  they  contain,  there  never  was  a 
re gu  ar  regtftry  for  monumental  .nferiptions  eftabldhcd  in  every  church,  no,  mISv 
for  the  grattfica, t.on  of  the  ant, quartan  and  biographer ;  hut,  as  it  might  effenSl Z 
contribute  to  faabtate  the  mvefttgat, on  of  d.fputed  ..ties,  and  often  fettle  p " „ [l 

C°ntC  S  pan‘“  “  f“k  f0r  rcdrds  from  • 

f  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas  feems  to  have  made  fcareelv  an„- » 
natural  children  and  thofe  born  in  wedlock  but  vd-  t  Ui-  U  between  hi3 

if  we  may  judge  by  the  laudable  atrent on  he" ffiewe, \  ?„  f  ^  fettI^ 

connexions,  and  fo  ample  a  provifion  for  them  In  m  I  A  A*  honourab!<= 

thofe  days,  in  Wales,  or  with  very  flight  ffiades  of  d iff  1  fi“C  ’  Uflverfal>  »« 

degrees  of  fenfibility  and  gallantry  in  different  m"n  tl  ’A  pr°P°rtlon  to  thc 

“  reverfed  -  /nd  of  KSa  J ^ 

unhappy  defcnption,  a  neglect  which  difgraces  humani tv  hi  r  °!  a  certair* 
gentlemen  of  birth,  education,  and,  in  othfr  refpeds  pe nA'A  r 
much  that  there  have  been  inftances  of  funs  and  da£>b-e™ «f Ih T  f 
hhmg  the  moft  menial  offices  under  the  roofs  of  their  own  fath  t  faf* 

force  of  cuftom  to  ftifle  reflection  and  fubdue  na'ure*  Ts  /  n  b  the  fatai 

this  remark,  i  cannot  forbear  fubjoining  a  few  beautiful  \  -mVA  fcveritY^ 

an  infant,  born  only  to  the  inheritance  of  ffich  nelleX  hv  I  ?  °n  th?  aeath  of 
practice  uncontaminated  by  the  ruling  fafhion  exaimlar Hv  •0?  ?!”’  ,Wh°f  in  hl3 
principle  which  excited  the  indignation  of  hismufe.  ^  "  iCitC  L°  f  lat  Puruanc 

Inc  modo  nate  jaces  Iperato  funere  merfus 
,  intauito  vitam  cui  dedit  atra  dies; 

Lapffis  es  in  fnperas,  matiis  pndor/haud  dolor,  auras! 

Non  tibi  nakenti  dextra  ferebat  opem  : 

rveepartu  gemuiffe,  ncque  orbam  flelTe  Corinnam. 

Dicunt,  et  1  rolem  fiepe  negaffe  Patrem. 

Sis  felix  in  morte  nothus  lis  magna  Parentum! 

Sit  tumulo  tibi,  quern  vita  negavit,  amor. 

Carmina  lufuras  haec  videant  quxeunque  Puellc 
Supprimere  incipiens  Fata  precentur  onus  - 

"9  b°na  vel  fi  Fata  negent,  miferabilis  infan* 

>  aaat  ut  ad  Stygias  lie  cito  raptus  aquas. 
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frentconcubynes  weareverie  nu- 
meroufe  i  for  ot  liyrn  itt  maie  be 
faide,  tliit,  in  his  yonger  dayes, 
under  the  ftandarde  of  V enus  as 
well  as  thatt  of  Mars,  “  mihtavit 
non  fine  gloria  and  in  the  fei- 
vyce  of  bothe,  with  him,  it  was 
butt  veni.  vidi.  vici.  And,  as 
, nolle  of  his  illegitimate  off- 
fpnnge  were  matcht  to,  01  be¬ 
came"  the  founders  of,  houfes  of 
prime  note  in  Southe  W ales,  and 
we  are  richlie  endowed,  it  t  maie 
nott  be  alltogether  fuperfluoufe 
or  foraigne  to  oure  puipofe  to 
enumerate  as  manie  as  wearepub- 
licklie  acknowleged  by  their  fa¬ 
ther,  and  maintayned  with  futa- 
ble  refpeble.  By  Gwenllian, 
fiber  to  his  counfeilor  and  con¬ 
fidential!  fecretarie,  whoe,  as  well 
as  her  brother,  might  be  fly  led, 
e  fecnetis  confiliis  ;  he  had  liTue 
Margarett,  Ellen  the  elder,  Ellen 
the  yonger,  Margarett  the  yonger, 

*  Tl.  wUHam  ap  Rice  was  fettled  at  Sandyhaven,  on  the  banks  of  the  harbour  of 
MUfotd,  and  Se  occurs  among*  the  earlieft  fhe.ifli  of  Pcmbrok.ft.re. 

,  1  Alfnn  fnlp  hpirefs  of  Arnold  IVIartin,  of  Richardflon, 

t  Df'd>  '.'e  f"’  David"  married  Catherine,  foie  heireft  of 

about  five  miles  from  ht.  Uav.d  ,  wno.e  r  j  pembrokeftirc,  and  had  great 

JST*' jS' ep0^ 'SfuF  oFpembrokeftire,  A.  D.  a,  were  fevera. 

of  his  defendants  afterwaids. 

+  David,  the  younger,  had  Taliaris,  in  Carmarthenfhire,  now  the  feat  of  the  Right 
Honorable  Lord  Robert  Conway. 

Podtor  Theodore  Price,  formerly  principal  of  Halt  Hall,  Uxtoid. 

u  Who  married  Lewis  Sutton,  Efq.  of  Haythog,  in  Pembrokefhire. 

owen^in  Anglefea,.the  firft  of  that  family  who  fettled  in  Pembrokefhire. 


Mawdi  *  William,  t  David  ther; 
elder,  J  David  the  yonger,  Tho¬ 
mas,  and  Philip.  By  §  Elizabeth 

Mortimer  one  daughter,  Jane.  B y 

Tenett,  daughter  ol  Meredydd/ 
V  y  chan  of  Talley,  he  had  j  Gwen¬ 
llian.  By  Alice  Kyffin,  of  Mont- 
gomeriefhire  (for  he  mighteweli 
faye,  Ouce  regio  in  terns  nqjtri 
non  plena  lab  oris )  a  daughtei, 
who  died  yonge.  And,  lafllie, 
by  a  daughter  of  Howell  ap  Jen- 
kin,  of  Ynifymangwyn,  in  Me- 
rionethfhire,  \  Anne,  whome,  itt 
is  fayde,  her  father  notyced  above 
the  reft ,  and  had  broughte  up  more 
under  his  owne  eie,  matchemge 
her  into  one  of  the  firfte  families 
of  Pembrokfhire.  And  nowe, 
gentle  reader,**  havinge,  to  the 
utmoftof  mie  abilitie,  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  perforate  what  I  undertooke, 
I  muft  leave  thee  with 

Si  quid  novifti  redtius  iftis 
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Candidusimperti,  fi  non,hisutere  me  cum* 


BIOGRAPHY; 


A  brief  hifiory  of  the  fifteen  *  Tribes  of  North  Wales ,  Y  Pymtheg 
Lhuyth  Gwynedd,  from  which  the  chief  families  of  that  part  of 
the  principality  trace  their  pedigrees  ;  extracted  from  a  manu - 
fcnpt  written  about  the  middle  of  the  lafi  century  * 


I.  +Hwfa  ap  Cynddelw. 

The  firft  of  the  tribes  of  North 
Wales  was  Hwfa  ap  Cynddelw, 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  Owen 
Gwynedd,  Prince  of  North 
Wales,  and,  as  fome  will  have  it, 
was  fteward  to  the  faid  prince. 
His  office,  by  inheritance,  was 
to  bear  the  prince’s  coronet,  and 
to  put  it  upon  his  head  when  the 
Biffiop  of  Bangor  annointed  him 
(as  J  Nicholas,  Biffiop  of  Bangor, 
affirmeth).  His  houfe  was  Pre- 
faddfed,  in  Anglefey.  What 
lordffiips  he  had  befides  that,  is 
mentioned  in  the  extent  of  North 
Wales,  to  have  been  divided  be¬ 
tween  his  five  Tons,  Methufalem, 


Cyfnerth,  levari,  Iorwerth,  arid 
Blettrws.  Sir  Howel  y  Pedolau 
was  a  famous  man  in  his  time* 
and  defeended  from  him,  as  be¬ 
ing  the  fon  of  Gruffudd  ap  lor- 
werth}  ap  Meredydd*  ap  Methu¬ 
falem,  ap  Hwfa,  ap  Cynddelw* 
Sir  Howel’s  mother  Was  King 
Edward  the  Second’s  nurfe,  and 
he  being  fofter-brother  to  the 
king,  was  in  great  favour  with 
him*  He  was  a  very  ftrong  marl* 
infomuch  that  he  could  break  or 
§  ffraiten  horfe  ffioes  with  his 
hands.  Llewhelm  ap  Hwlkin 
was  a  very  famous  gentleman* 
defeended  of  him  *  he  left  four 
fons  to  inherit  his  manors,  as 
Meuric,  of  whom  the  ||  Owens  o£ 


*  They  are  likewife  frequently  called  the  fifteen  Peers  of  North  Wales,  being,  t 
prefume,  certain  nobles,  who  held  fheir  lands  by  Baron-fervice,  being  bound  to  par-» 
ticular  minifterial  attendances  on  their  princes,  befides  what  they  were  in  general 
obliged  to,  as  fubjedts  by  homage  and  fealty. 

|  Rowlands,  in  his  Monas  Antiqua,  fays,  that  Hwfa  ap  Cynddelw,  of  Prefaddfed* 
held  his  eftate  in  fee,  by  attending  on  the  prince’s  coronation,  and  bearing  up  the 
right  fide  of  the  canopy  over  the  prince’s  head  at  that  folemnity,  and  cites  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extract,  from  a  manufeript  of  one  Lewis  Dun,  out  of  the  Gloddaith  Library.— 
“  Yr  Hwfa  hwn  a’i  Ltifeddion  hynaf  a  wifeant  y  Dalairh  am  ben  y  Twyfog.  gyda  ae 
Efcoh  Bangor,  ac  ar  y  dydd  cyntaf  y  cyffegrid  y  Twyfog.  yn  y  Dalaith  °yr  oedd  i 
Hwfa.  y  par  dillad  a  fai  am  y  Twyfog  wrth  wifeo  y  Dalaith  am  ei  ben.  A  hyn  oedd 
Wafanaeth  Hwfa  ap  Cynddelw.” 

|  Nicholas  Robinfon,  Bifhop  of  that  See,  A.  D.  1566. 

\  And  therefore  called  btowel  y  Pedolau.  A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  mutilated 
tombftone  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter’s,  Carmarthen,  with  the  effigy  of  a  warrior  on 
it,  holding  a  horfe  ffioe,  with  both  his  hands  feemmgly  in  the  adt  of  exercifing  his 
ftrength  thereon.  Quaere,  if  that  might  not  have  been  the  tomb  of  Sir  Howel  y 
Pedolau.  7 

|J  The  houfes  of  Bodcon  and  Orielton  are  now  united,  fince  the  marriage  of  Sir 
Hugh  Owen,  of  Orielton,  with  Catherine,  daughter  and  foie  heirefs  of  — — ' 'Owens, 
Efq.  of  Bodeon.  The  firft  of  that  family  who  came  into  Pembroktfhire  was  Sir  Hugh 
Owen,  Knight,  Barrifter  at  Law,  and  Recorder  of  Carmarthen,  who  married  Eliza¬ 
beth,  daughter  and  foie  heirefs  of  George  Wyrriott,  Efq.  of  Orielton,  who  lived  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 

k  Bodeori* 
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Bodeon,  in  Anglefey,  and  Oriel- 
ton,  in  Pembrokefhire,  are  de- 
fc ended,  and  alfo  the  Owens  of 
Bodfilm,  of  whom  comes  Sir  John 
Owens  of  Clynnenney.  (2) 
*  Hughap  Llywhelin  (alias  Hugh 
Lewis)  of  whom  come  the  Lew- 
ifes  of  Prefaddied  ;  (3)  Griffith, 
of  whom  come  the  Griffiths  of 
Chwaen;  (4)  and  Rhys,  of  whom 
Wynn  of  Bodowyr  and  others 
are  defcended.  His  arms  he 
beareth  gz/Ai  between  three  lion- 
cels  rampant  a  chevron  Or, 

II.  Llqwarch  ap  Bran, 

He  lived  in  the  time  of  Owen 
Gwynedd  and  was  the  prince  s 
brother-in-law,  for  both  their 
wives  were  fillers,  the  daughters 
of  Gronw  ap  Owain  ap  Edwyn, 
Lord  of  Tegaingyl,  as  t Griffith 
Hiraethog  and  Sir  Thomas  ap 
levan  ap  Deicws,  and  alfo  an 
old  parchment  manufcript,  writ¬ 
ten  about  four  hundred  years 
ago,  do  teftify.  What  office  he 
bare  under  the  prince  I  do  not 


know,  but  fome  fay  he  was  hrs 
lleward,  as  in  a  book  of  J  Sir 
Thomas  ap  William,  ol  Trefriw, 
I  found.  He  dwelt  in  the  town- 
{hip,  which,  from  him,  is  called 
Tref  Llowarch,  wffiich  hath  in  it 
§  Caer  gybi,  and  three  parcells, 
bearing  the  name  of  his  three 
fons,  ||  Wele  Iorwerth  ap  Llow¬ 
arch,  Wele  Cadwgan  ap  Llow¬ 
arch,  Wele  Madoc  ap  Llowarch, 
as  in  the  extent  of  North  Wales 
is  manifelt.  He  had  a  grand¬ 
child  by  his  fon  Iorweth,  called 
Meredydd,  who,  for  his  good- 
fervice,  had  the  freehold  of  the 
townffiip  of  Efcynniog,  given 
him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  by 
Prince  Llywhelin  ap  Iorwerth, 
whofe  pollerity,  levan  Wyddel 
and  Tudur  ap  Howel  ap  Tudur, 
held  the  fame,  by  virtue  of  the 
grant  aforefaid,  in  the  26th  year 
of  King  Edward  III.  levan 
Wyddel’s  mother  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Lord  of  Cywchwr,  in 
Ireland,  defcended  of  the  Earl 
of  Kildare,  of  whom  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  UMofoglen,  Porthamal, 


*  Of  him  likewife  was  defcended  the  late - Lewis,  Efq.  of  Llanddyfnan,  in  An¬ 

glefey,  a  gentleman,  as  generally  known  by  the  title  of  King*  of  Spain,  a  title  which 
I  never  could  learn  how  he  obtained;  but  from  which,  that  of  Prince  of  Afturias 
naturally  refulted  to  his  eldeft  fon,  and  of  infantas  to  his  daughters.  Nay,  when  one 
of  the  infantas  had  call  her  affections  on  a  robuft  country  curate,  and  had  honoured 
him  with  her  hand  in  marriage,  the  Puifne  Judge  of  the  North  Wales  circuit,  the  face¬ 
tious  Thomas  Potter,  Efq.  defirous  of  collecting  all  the  Spanifti  dignities  into  the  fa¬ 
mily,  with  that  ready  humour  which  he  is  fo  remarkable  for,  {tiled  the  happy  parfon 
Archbifhop  of  Toledo. 

f  A  noted  hard  and  herald,  who  flouriftied  about  the  year  1530. 

^  An  eminent  phyfician  and  antiquary  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Holyhead. 

||  Wele,  i.  e.  feat  or  family,  into  many  of  which  mo  ft  trefs  or  townfttips  were 
divided. 


Houfes  now'  extinCt,  or  in  the  poffeflion  of  men  of  yefterday,  fuch  is  the  mu¬ 
tability  of  property  1 

You  fee  it  alter, 


From  you  to  me,  from  me  to  Peter  Walter; 
Or  in  a  mortgage  prove  a  lawyer’s  {bare, 

Or  in  a  jointure  vaniih  from  the  heir,” 


and 
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&nd  many  other  houfes,  are  de- 
fcended.  He  beareth  argent  be¬ 
tween  three  crows,  each  bearing 
a  Oueen  of  Ermin  in  their  biiis, 
a  chevron  fable,  by  the  name  of 
Llowarch  ap  Bran. 

III.  Gweirydd  ap  Rhys  Goch. 

He  was  of  the  hundred  of 
Talybolion,  in  Angle  fey, -and 
dwelt  at  Cardegog.  The  ham¬ 
lets  and  tenements  thereof,  to 
this  day  bear  the  names  of  his 
children  and  grand-children,  as 
Gwely  Madoc,  ap  Gweirydd, 
Gwely  Llowarch,  ap  Gweirydd, 
Gwely  Howel,  ap  Gweirydd, 
Gwely  Meuric,  ap  Gweirydd, 
whole  great  grand- child  Howel 
ap  Ievan,  ap  Ednyfed,  ap  Meu¬ 
ric,  ap  Gweirydd,  enjoy’d  Gwely 
Meuric,  in  the  26th  of  Edward 
the  Third,  as  appears  by  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  North  Wales,  of  whom 
are  defeended  Pierce  Lloyd  of 
Gwaredog,  Efq.  Edward  Wynn, 
of  Bodewrid,  Efq.  and  Owen 
Hughes,  of  Beaumaris,  Efq.  and 
many  more.  He  beareth  Ar¬ 
gent  on  a  bend  fable,  3  Lions 
Heads  cabofhed  of  the  firft.  He 
lived  in  the  time  of  Owain 
Gwynedd. 

IV.  ClLMIN  TrOED-DU. 

He  lived  in  the  time  of  Mer- 
fyn  Frvch,  King  of  Man,  being 


his  brother’s  fon,  with  whom  he 
came  from  the  North  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  when  Merfyn  married 
Efyllt,  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
Conan  I  indaethwy,  King  of  the 
Britons.  His  pofterity  were  wife 
and  difereet  men  in  all  their  ages, 
and  many  of  them  learned  in  the 
laws,  and  judges  under  the 
Kings  and  Princes  of  Wales, 
as  Morgene  Ynad  ap  Gurydr, 
and  Cyfnerth  his  fon,  whofe  law¬ 
book  is  yet  extant,  fairly  writ¬ 
ten  on  parchment,  Mergeneu 
Ynad  ap  Madog,  Morgan  Ynad 
ap  Meuric,  and  Madoc  coch  * 
Ynad,  RoDert  ap  Meredydd  ap 
Hwlcyn  Lhvyd,  a  wife  gentle¬ 
man,  lived  in  the  time  of  Henry 
the  Seventh,  and  of  him  are  de¬ 
feended  the  Glynns  of  Nani  ley. 
Sir  William  Glynn,  Knight  of 
Glynllifon,  father  of  Thomas 
Glynn,  of  Glynllifon,  Efq.  and 
of  f  Sir  John  Glynn,  Knight, 
Serjeant  at  law,  now  living  ;  the 
Glynns  of  Lleyar,  &c.  Cil- 
min,  dwelt  at  Glynllifon,  from 
whence  the  gentlemen  aforefaid 
took  the  name  of  Glynne.  He 
beareth  quarterly  ;  iff,  Argent, 
an  Eagle  difplayed  with  two 
heads  fable;  2d,  Argent,  three 
fiery  ragged  flicks  Gules ;  the 
3d,  as  the  fecond,  the  fourth  as 
the  fir fd.  Over  all  upon  an 
Efcutcheon  argent,  a  f  man’s 
leg,  couped  a-la-cuife  fable. 

V.  Col- 


*  A  Judge. 

f  He  was  of  Bifcefler,  of  Oxfordfliire,  and  of  Hawarden,  in  Flintfhire,  and 
•ne  ot  the  Judges  (it  not  chief  Juilice)  of  the  Common  Picas.  Prior  to  him,  there 
occurs  a  William  Glyn,  Serjeant  at  Law,  of  the  haute  ot  Glynllifon,  now  the  feat 
oi  Lord  Newborough. 

Hence  arofe  the  whimfical  miflake  in  reprefenting  the  fign  of  the  principal  Tnn 
at  Carnarvon,  which  is  now  painted,  and  called  the  Boot ;  whereas,  without  doubt, 
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V.  COLLWYN  AP  TaNGNO. 

He  is  faid  to  be  Lord  of 
Efionydd,  Ardudwy,  and  part  of 
Llyn,  and  it  is  true,  that  his  pro¬ 
geny  and  pofterity  do,  to  this  day, 
poiiefs  and  enjoy  moft  of  the 
faid  country.  His  grand-chil¬ 
dren,  After,  Meirion,  and 
Gwgan,  the  fons  of  Merwydd  ap 
Collwyn,  lived  in  the  beginning 
of  Griffith  ap  Cynan’s  reign,  as 
by  the  life  of  Griffith  ap  Cynan 
is  manifeft,  whereby  may  be 
known  what  time  he  lived  and 
flourifhed.  It  is  faid  he  dwelt 
fome  time  in  Bronwen’s  tower 
at  Harlech,  calling  the  fame 
town  from  his  own  name,  Caer 
Collwyn.  But  his  faid  children, 
when  Griffith  ap  Cynan  firfl 
challenged  the  principality  of 
Wales,  lived  in  Llyn,  as  in  the 
faid  book  of  his  life  is  extant. 
Collwyn’s  pofterity  were  always 
the  nobleft  and  belt  men  in 
Efionydd  and  Ardudwy,  next 
to  the  Princes  and  their  iffue. 
His  heir,  from  eldefl  fontoeldeft, 
is  hard  to  be  known,  in  regard 
that  by  the  Britifh  laws,  every 
man’s  inheritance  was  to  be  di¬ 
vided  between  his  children,  and 
the  youngeft  had  the  principal 
houfe,  whereby  every  pne  hav¬ 
ing  an  equal  portion  of  their 


parent’s  lands,  their  pofterity  tvaS 
forgotten.  Collwyn  ap  Tangno 
beareth  fable  between  g  flower- 
de-luces,  a  Cheveron  Argent. 
Sir  Howel  y  Fwyall  defcended 
of  Collwyn,  was  a  noble  war-* 
rior,  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
Poictiers  with  the  Black  Prince, 
when  the  French  King  was  taken 
prifoner,  where  with  his  pole¬ 
ax  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  vali¬ 
antly,  that  the  prince  made  him 
a  Knight,  and  allowed  a  meffe 
of  meat  to  be  ferved  before  his 
ax,  or  partizan  for  ever  in  perpe¬ 
tual  memory  of  his  good  fervice  ; 
which  mefs  of  meat  after  his 
death,  was  carried  down  to  be 
given  to  the  poor  for  his  foul’s 
fake,  and  the  faid  mefs  had 
eight  yeomen  attendants  found 
at  the  king’s  charge,  which  were 
afterwards  called  yeomen  of  the 
crown,  who  had  eight  pence  a 
day  of  ftanding  wages,  and  laft- 
ed  to  the  beginning  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  (as  by  the  relation  of 
Serjeant  Roberts  of  Hafod  y 
Bwch,  near  Wrexham;  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Turbridge,  of  Cae’r  Fallen, 
near  Ruthin,  Efq.  is  recorded 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  noble  houfe 
of  Gwydir).  Befides  this  he  had 
the  conftablefhip  of  the  caftle 
of  *  Cricciaith,  where  he  kept 
houfe,  and  the  rent  of  Dee  Mills 


it  was  originally  meant  to  hold  out  this  armorial  bearing  as  above  blazoned,  the 
houfe  having  always  belonged  to  the  eftate  of  Glynllifon.  The  family  arms  have 
at  all  times  been  uied  as  the  figns  of  Inns  ;  and  this  alone  can  account  for  fuch  ap¬ 
pearances  as  Dragons,  Bears,  Lions,  Spread  Eagles",  &c.  &c.  hung  out  over  doors  s 
fo  little  indicatory  of  what  is  expedted  within. 

*  Cricciaith,  though  a  contributory  Borough  to  Carnarvon,  and  governed  by  a 
Mayor  and  two  Bailiffs,  con  fills  of  a  few  miferable  houfes.  The  ruins  of  the  caftle, 
which  is  boldly  fituated  on  a  tongue  ofland  jutting  out  into  the  fea,  alone  claim  the 
travellers*  attention,  and  hereafter,  to  any  perfon  who  reading  this,  may  connect 
it  with  the  hiftory  of  Sir  Howell,  his  Mefs  and  his  Pole-ax,  it  may  perhaps  become 
an  obje&  of  more  curious  enquiry. 


at 
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at  Chefter,  for  the  term  of  his 
life.  His  father  was  Gruffudd 
ap  Howel,  ap  Meredydd,  ap 
Einion,  ap  Gwganen,  ap  Mer- 
wydd.  ap  Collwyn.  His  arms 
were  fable,  between,  3  flower 
de-luces,  a  pole-ax  argent  *. 

VI.  Nefydd  Hardd. 

He  was  of  Nant  Conway, 
and  lived  in  the  time  of  Owain 
Gwynedd,  who  gave  Idwal  his 
fon  to  be  fofter’d  by  him  ;  but 
he,  lor  what  reafon  I  know  not, 
caufed  Dunawt  his  fon  to  kill 
the  young  Prince,  at  a  place 
called  ot  him  Cwm-Idwal  : 
wherefore  Nefydd  and  his  pof- 
terity  were  degraded,  and  of 
gentlemen  were  made  bond- 
men.  His  fon  Rhyn,  to  expiate 
that  foul  murther,  gave  the 
lands  whereon  the  church  of 
Llanrwft  was  built,  whofe  t 
grandchild  was  fteward  to  Llew- 
helin  ap  Iorwerth,  Prince  of 
W ales.  Doftor  William  Mor¬ 
gan,  bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  who 
aflifked  in  the  tranflation  of  the 
Bible,  was  lineally  defcended  of 
him.  He  dwelt  at  Cryg-Nant, 
Llanrwft.  He  beareth  argent, 
3  fpear's  heads,  imbrued  fable, 
pointed  upwards. 


M9 

VII.  Maelog  Crwm. 

He  was  of  Llechweddifaf, 
and  Creuddyn,  and  lived  in  the 
time  of  Prince  David  ap  Owain, 
about  the  time  of  our  Lord  1175, 
as  Sir  Thomas  William’s  book 
averreth.  The  raoft  famous  men 
defcended  of  him  was  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Chaloner,  and  others  of 
that  name,  whofe  anceftor  Tra- 
haiarn  Chaloner  was  fo  called, 
becaufe  his  grand-lather  Madoc 
Crwm  had  lived  in  a  town  in 
France,  called  Chaloner,  from 
whence  he  took  that  namev  He 
beareth  ^  argent  on  a  chevron  fa¬ 
ble,  three  angels  Or,  by  the 
name  of  Maeloc  Crwm. 

VIII.  Marchudd  ap  Cynan. 

He  was  Lord  of  Abergeleu, 
his  houfe  was  Brynffaingl,  he 
lived  in  the  time  ol  Rodri-mawr, 
King  of  the  Britons,  about  the 
year  of  our  Lord  846.  Oi  him  was 
Ednyfed  Fychan  defcended,  who 
being  general  of  the  §  prince’s 
hoft,  was  fent  to  the  marches  to 
defend  the  frontiers  from  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  Englifh  army, 
which  was  ready  to  invade,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Ranulph, 
Earl  of  Chefter,  who  met  them 


*  To  the  head  of  this  tribe,  Sir  John  Vaughan,  Knight,  of  Croflwood,  or  Trawf- 
coed,  in  Cardiganfhire,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  traced  his  lineage,  as 
I  thus  ;  Sir  John  Vaughan,  ap  Edward,  ap  Evan,  ap  Richard,  ap  Moris,  ap  levan,  ap 
Llewhelin,  ap  Adha,  ap  Meredydd,  ap  Adha,  ap  Llewhelin,  ap  Griffith,  ap  Eynon, 
ap  Kadifor,  ap  Collwyn,  ap  Tangno.  The  prefent  Lord  Lifburne  is  a  defcendant  of 
Sir  John  Vaughan. 

f  In  the  Church-yard  of  Llanrwft,  there  is  this  infcription  on  his  grave*ftone : 
“  Yma  rwyfi  yn  gorwedd  Madoc  ap  Iorwerth,  ap  Gwrgeneu  Pen  Yftivvart  Arglwydd 
Cymru.” 

J  I  have  feen  the  Arms  blazon’d  thus :  Argent  op  a  Chevron  fable,  three  An¬ 
gels  kneeling,  with  wings  difplayed  Or. 

^  Lewhelin  ap  Iorwerth,  commonly  called  Llewhelin  the  Great,  to  whom 
1  Ednyfed  was  Privy  Counfellor. 

and 
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and  killed  three  of  their  chiefeft 
captains,  and  a  great  many  of 
the  common  fouldiers ;  the  reft 
he  put  to  flight,  and  trium¬ 
phantly  returned  to  Prince 
Llewhelin  ap  lorwerth,  his  Lord, 
who,  in  recompence  of  his  good 
fervice,  gave  him  among  many 
gifts,  a  new  coat  of  arms ;  for 
the  coat  which  he  and  his  an- 
ceflors  had  always  given  before, 
was  the  coat  of  Marchudd,  (viz.) 
Gules,  a  Saracen’s  head,  erazed 
proper,  wreathed  Or,  whereas 
the  new  coat  was  Gules,  be¬ 
tween  three  Englifhmen’s  heads, 
couped,  a  Chevron  Ermin. 
From  the  death  of  the  laft 
Prince  Llewhelin,  this  man’s 
progeny  were  the  greateft  men 
of  any  in  Wales,  as  by  the 
works  of  the  Bards  and  other 
records  is  yet  manifeft.  If  I 
iliould  go  about  to  reckon  all 
the  famous  men  defcended  of 
him,  it  would  far  exceed  the 
bounds  of  my  undertaking  ; 
let  it  fuffice  to  remember, 
Henry  the  Seventh,  Henry 
Eighth,  Edward  Sixth,  and 
O  ueen  Elizabeth,  all  which  are 
lineally  and  paternally  defcended 
of  Ednyfed  Fychan,  and  he  of 
Marchudd  f. 


IX.  Hedd  Molwyncg. 


He  was  of  Uwch  Aled,  in 
Denbighfhire,  his  lands  and 
Lordfhips  were  Llanfair  Tal 
Flaiarn,  DyfFrin  Elwy,  and  Nant 
Aled,  the  which  his  three  fons 
Meuter,  Gwillonon  and  Gwrgi 
divided,  whofe  poilerity  have  en¬ 
joyed,  and  hill  do  enjoy  fome 
part  of  them,  even  to  our  time. 
Rhys  ap  Xevan,  ap  Llywelin 
Chwith  of  Chwibren,  was  an 
Efquire  of  the  body  to  King 
Edward  the  Fourth,  who,  with 
his  coufm  german  David  len- 
kin,  were  both  very  unruly  in 
the  Lancailrian  war.  Meurick 
Llwyd,  of  Llwyn  y  Maen,  near 
Ofweftry,  a  defcendant  of  Hedd 
Molwynog,  was  a  valiant  cap¬ 
tain  under  the  Earl  of  Arundel, 
who  by  his  prowefs  atchieved  a 
very  noble  coat  of  armes  (viz.) 
argent,  an  Eagle  difplayed  with 
two  heads  fable.  And  here,  I 
think,  lolo  Goch,  Owain  Glyn- 
dwr’s  Bard,  whofe  mother  was 
the  Countefs  of  Lincoln,  (as 
Griffith  Hiraethog  faith)  may 
well  bear  a  place  among  the 
worthies,  defcended  from  this 
tribe,  who  for  his  lofty  ffrain 


*  After  this  enumeration  of  crowned  heads,  it  may  favour  a  Jittle  of  the  Bathos, 
to  particularize  any  defendants  of  inferior  rank,  fuch  as  Sir  William  Griffith,  of 
Fenrbyn,  furnamed  the  liberal,  Chamberlain  of  North  Wales,  and  the  Lord  Keeper 
Williams,  Atchbiffiop  of  York,  and  prior  to  them,  Llewhelin  ap  Guilirn,  of  Crvn- 
gae,  near  New  Caftie,  Emlyn,  Carmarthenfhire,  the  Patron  of  the  Mufes  in  his  time, 
who  was  murthered  at  St.  Dogmael’s,  near  Cardigan,  and  whofe  late  was  lamented 
by  his  favorite  bard  Dafydd  ap  Gwilim,  in  a  poem,  to  be  found  in  that  Bard’s  works, 
lately  pulliffied,  page  459.  Of  the  above  Llewhelin  ap  Guilirn,  is  lineally  defcend¬ 
ed  a  gentleman  now  living,  who  does  honour  to  his  great  anceftor,  by  his  tafle  for 
encouragement  of  learning,  and  who  himfeli  lias  not  unfuccefsfully  paid  his  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  Mufes;  Maurice  Morgan,  Efq.  the  foie  furviving  reprefentative  of  the 
ancient  Houfe  of  Lanbylan,  Pembrokefbire. 

N  B.  This  Gentleman  is  Author  of  the  ingenious  Effiiy  on  the  chara&er  of 
Shaki'peare’s  Falftaff. 

and 
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Jtnd  fingular  fkill  in  the  Britifh 
poetry  was,  and  is  as  famous  and 
renowned  as  any  that  hath  been 
thefe  four  hundred  years  ;  and 
Alfo  Tudur  Aled,  another  learn¬ 
ed  Bard,  and  a  dodlor  of  the 
Chair  in  his  proleflion.  But 
their  works,  which  are  flill  pre- 
ferved,  will  better  fpeak  for 
them.  The  arms  given  by  this 
tribe,  are  fable,  a  hart  paffant 
argent,  attired  Or. 

X.  Rraint  Hir, 

He  was  of  Is-Dulas,  and  lived 
about  the  time  of  the  fons  of 
Roderick  the  Great,  his  pro¬ 
geny  did  not  much  increafe; 
for  there  are  not  many  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  known  to  be  defcended  of 
him.  His  arms  are  Vert,  a  Crofs 
Fleury  Or* 

XI.  Marchweithian. 

He  was  called  Lord  of  Is- 
Aled,  his  lands  were  Carwed 
hynydd,  Dincadfael,  Prees,  Be- 
rain,  Llyweni,  Gwytherin,  and 
many  other  townfhips  within  the 
faid  hundred  of  Is-Aled,  in 
Denbighfhire,  as  appears  by  the 
extent  of  the  Lordfhip  and  Ho^. 
nour  of  Denbigh,  made  in  the 
eighth  year  of  Edward  the  Third, 
at  what  time,  Cynwric  Fychan, 
being  the  ninth  in  defcent  from 
Marchweithian,  lived,  whereby 
fome  aim  may  be  made  of  the 
time  when  the  head  of  this  tribe 
flourifhed.  The  families  de¬ 
fcended  of  him  are  many,  but 
the  moft  eminent  are  thefe  ;  Be- 
rain,  now  incorporated  to  the 
houfe  of  Llyweny,  by  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Catherine,  daughter  and 


heir  of  Tudur  ap  Robert  Fy¬ 
chan,  of  Berain,  Efq.  with  John 
Salufbury,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir 
John  Salufbury,  of  Llyweni, 
Knight,  after  whofe  death  fhe 
married  Richard  Clough,  of 
Denbigh,  Efq.  a  Hamburgh  mer¬ 
chant  ;  and  for  her  third  huf- 
band  Moris  Wynn,  of  Gwydir, 
Efq.  and  for  her  fourth  Edward 
Thelwall,  of  Plas  y  Ward,  Efq, 
Of  Marchweithian  are  likewife 
defcended,  Wynn  of  Foelas, 
Price  of  Rhiwlas,  whofe  ances¬ 
tor,  Robert  ap  Rees,  being  Chap¬ 
lain  to  Cardinal  Wolfey,  was  a 
very  great  man  in  the  time 
of  Henry  the  Eighth.  Ellis 
Price,  of  Plas  Johin,  do£Ior  of 
laws,  who  was  one  of  the  fcholars 
of  Cambridge,  that  difputed  with 
one  Throgmorton,  and  other 
fcholars  of  Oxford  and  Cam¬ 
bridge,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1532,  and  got  the  beft,  as  Cains, 
in  the  firff  book  of  the  antiqui¬ 
ties  of  Cambridge,  affirmeth. 
Vaughan,  of  Pant  Glas,  and 
many  others.  Marchweithian 
gave  for  his  arms  Gules,  a 
Lion  Rampant  Argent,  armed 
azure. 

XII.  Edwin. 

Edwin,  commonly  called 
King  of  Tegaingl,  had  a  fon 
Owen,  whofe  daughter  Anghar- 
ad,  was  married  to  Gruffudd 
ap  Cynan,  King  of  Gwynedd,  or 
North  Wales.  Many  worthy 
and  noble  gentlemen  in  Flint- 
fli ire  and  Denbiggfhire  are  de¬ 
fcended  of  him,  as  the  Bifhpp 
of  Bangor,  now  living,  Thomas 
Owen,  a  Judge  of  the  Common 
Pleasj  in  the  reign  of  Queen 

Eliza- 
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Elizabeth,  father  of  Sir  Roger 
Owen,  late  of  Cundover,  Knight, 
Howel  Gwynedd,  a  very  valiant 
and  flout  man,  who  Tiding  with 
Owen  Glyndwr  agajnft  Henry 
the  Fourth,  did  much  annoy 
the  Englifh  ;  but  on  a  time,  be¬ 
ing  more  fecure  than  he  ought 
to  have  been,  he  was  taken  by 
his  adverfaries  of  the  town  of 
Flint,  who,  upon  a  place  called 
Moel-y-gaer,  cut  off  his  head. 
And  long  before  that  time,  one 
Owen  ap  Aldyd,  grandchild  to 
Edwin,  by  force  of  arms,  kept 
all  Tegaingl,  in  fubjediion,  not¬ 
withstanding  all  the  power  of 
King,  Lord,  and  Country,  to  the 
contrary.  He  beareth  argent  be¬ 
tween  lour  Cornifh  Crows  arm¬ 
ed  Gules,  a  crofs  Fleury,  en¬ 
grailed  fable 


XIII.  Ednowain  Ben  dew. 

He  was  Lord  of  Tegaingl,  in 
the  year  ol  our  Lord  1079,  as 
the  book  of  Ednop  faith,  and 
is  faid  by  Peter  Ellis,  the  coun¬ 
feller,  to  be  the  chief  of  the  fif¬ 
teen  Peers  of  North  Wales.  Of 
him  are  defeended  Ithel  ap  Rot- 
pert,  Archdeacon  of  Tegaingl, 
all  theBithels,  the  Hanmers,  and 
many  other  noted  families.  He 
beareth  Argent  between  three 
Boars’  heads  couped  a  Chevron 
fable, 


XIV.  Efnydd, 

Commonly  called  the  fon  of 
Gwenllian,  the  daughter  of 
Rhys  ap  Marchen,  who  was 
Lord  of  feven  Townfhips,  in 
Dyffrin  Clwyd,  called  Ruthin 
Land,  (viz.)  Tref  Ben-y-Coed, 
and  Efenechdyd,  y  Groes-lwyd, 
Pant  Meugen,  and  three  more, 
all  freehold  land,  and  had  no 
children,  but  only  Gwenllian 
aforefaid,  which  by  the  means 
of  Bleddyn  ap  Cynfin,  King  of 
Wales,  was  given  in  marriage 
to  this  Efnydd’s  father,  being  of 
a  near  kindred  unto  the  faid 
king,  who  gave  him  feven  other 
Townfhips,  (viz.)  Almor  Tref- 
Alen,  Grefslordd,  in  Bromfield 
Lleprog-fawr,  Lleprog-fechan, 
and  Tret  y  nant,  in  Tegaingl, 
&c.  He  had  a  daughter  called 
Hunydd,  who  was  the  wile  of 
Meredydd  ap  Bleddyn,  Prince 
of  Powys.  Of  this  Efnydd  was 
defeended  John  Almor,  one  of 
the  Marfhais  of  the  Hall  to  King 
Henry  the  Seventh,  father  of 
John  Almor,  Serjeant  at  Arms 
to  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  who 
bore  tor  his  arms,  Azure,  a  Lion 
rampant  Or,  armed,  and  langued 
Gules.  Sir  William  Meredith 
of  England,  is  alfo  of  this  tribe, 
Efnydd’s  Coat  was  Azure,  a 
Lion  Saliant  Or,  wherewith  he 
quartered  his  mother’s,  being 
azure  between  three  Nags’  heads, 
erafed  Argent,  a  Fefs  Or. 


*  From  Edwin  was  defeended  Sir  Thomas  Powell,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
|Cing  s  Bench,  in  the  time  of  William  the  Third,  and  the  prefent  family  of  Nanteos, 
If?  Cardiganlhire  ;  as  likewife  the  Gwyns,  of  Mynadty,  in  the  fame  County. 
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ap  Peredur  ap  Ednowain  ap 
Bradwen,  lived  in  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Firft,  and  did  him 
homage  with  the  lords  and  gerw 
try  ot  Wales,  as  by  the  faid 
king’s  records  is  manifeft.  Aron, 
the  grandchild  of  this  Llywhe- 
lin  ap  Tudur,  by  his  fon  Ednyf- 
ed,  had  two  Tons  more  eminent 
than  the  reft  of  his  children, 
Ednyfed  and  Gruffudd,  of  the 
which  William  David  Lloyd,  of 
Peniarth,  Efq.  lately  deceafed, 
was  defcended,  whofe  inheri¬ 
tance  is  come  to  Margaret,  the 
mother  of  Lewis  Owen,  Efq. 
of  Peniarth,  deceafed. 

Ednyfed  ap  Aaron,  is  faid  to 
have  entertained  Owain  Glyn- 
dwr,  when  he  was  overcome  by 
King  Henry  the  Fourth,  the 
Ufurper  ;  but  fecretly  in  a  cave, 
by  the  fea-fide,  in  the  Parifh  of 
Celynnin,  which  of  him  is  call¬ 
ed  Ogof-Owain.  Of  this  Ed¬ 
nyfed  was  defcended  Morgan 

*  William  Llyn,  the  Bard,  out  of  an  old  book,  written  in  the  days  of  Edward  the 
Firfl,  by  one  David  Scrivenor,  to  one  lorwerth  ap  Llewhelin,  ap  Tudur,  a  defen¬ 
dant  of  this  Chief,  gives  the  Bradwen  thus:  Bradwen  ap  Mae],  ap  Bleddyn,  ap 
Morudd,  ap  Cynddelw,  ap  Cvfnerth,  ap  Cadifor,  ap  Run,  ap  Mergynawc,  ap  Cyn- 
fawr,  ap  Hevan,  ap  Cadifor,  ap  Maeldaf-hynaf,  ap  ITnwch  (Jnarchen,  ap  Ylbwys, 
ap  Yfbwch ;  which  Yfbwys  and  Yfbwch,  father  and  fon,  came  into  this  Ifland  out  of 
Spain,  with  Aurelius  Ambrofms,  and  Uther,  A.  D.  466,  and  firfl  inhabited  Moel- 
yfbidion  :  (viz.)  The  Stranger’s  Mount,  and  when  Aurelius  had  recovered  his  crown 
from  Vortigern,  the  Ufurper,  he  rewarded  thofe  men,  being  his  retinue,  with  the 
whole  hundred  of  Talybont,  and  part  of  Ellimaner,  in  Merionethfhire,  where  their 
poflerity  flourifh  to  this  day. 

f  ^Thefe  ruins,  which  I  have  feen,  confifling  of  large  ftones,  as  ufually  laid  to  form 
the  foundations  of  buildings,  mark  the  form  as  well  as  the  fimplicity  of  the  habita¬ 
tions  of  the  ancient  Reguli  of  Wales,  agreeing  exactly  with  the  account  given  of 
them  by  Whitaker,  in  his  hiftory  of  Manchefter,  who  fays,  “  they  were  commonly 
placed  in  the  hollow  of  a  Valley,  and  either  upon  the  margin  of  one  Stream,  or  the 
confluence  of  two,  for  the  conveniency  of  water  and  fecurity  from  winds.  And  the 
followers  lived  immediately  about  the  perfon  of  their  chief,  or  in  little  bodies  alone- 
the  windings  of  the  Valley,  to  be  within  reach  of  the  ufual  flgnals  of  the  Lord,  the 
flriking  of  the  fiiicld,  or  the  blowing  of  the  horn,  The  Ichnography  of  Llys  Brad¬ 
wen  prefents  nearly  this  figure  I  \  1  the  outward  circular  apartment  being 

the  audience  hall  and  court  of  Judicature,  the  oblong  building  the  chief’*  own  retire¬ 
ment  ;  around  this  principal  building  there  were  the  traces  ol'feveral  others  of  vari¬ 
ous  forms  and  dimenfions. 


XV.  *  Ednowain  ap  Brad¬ 
wen. 

He  is  by  many  writers  called 
Lord  of  Merionydd ;  but  I  ap¬ 
prehend  erroneoufly,  for  the 
Princes  and  their  iftue  were  al¬ 
ways  Lords  of  Merionydd.  How 
be  it,  it  might  be,  that  he  (as 
others)  took  the  fame  to  farm, 
and  therefore  might  be  called 
Lord  thereof.  Yet,  certain  it 
is,  that  he  and  his  iftue  were 
pofteffed  of  all  Tal  y  bont,  fave 
Nanney,  and  the  Prince’s  de- 
mefnes,  and  for  the  moft  part 
pf  the  Hundred  of  Eftimaner  in 
like  manner.  He  is  faid  to  have 
Jived  in  Gruffudd  ap  Cynan’s 
time  +.  The  ruins  ot  his  houfe 
Llys  Bradwen,  are  to  be  feen  in 
the  Townfhip  of  Cregenan,  in 
the  hundred  of  Tal  v  bont 
Ifcregenan,  in  Merionethfhire, 
Llywhelin  ap  Tudur  ap  Gwyn 


ap 
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ap  OruEudd  ap  Einion,  a  cou¬ 
rageous  flout  man,  who,  as  it  is 
reported  by  his  kinfmen,  by 
chance  in  the  flreets  of  the  city 
of  London,  far  in  the  night,  met 
with  King  Henry  the  Eighth, 
with  a  final!  guard  about  him, 
coming  to  fee  what  rule  was 
kept  in  the  city,  and  when  nei- 
ther  would  yield  to  the  other, 
they  drew  and  fought  hardly, 
untill  Morgan's  companion  that 
was  with  him,  bade  him  take 
heed  what  he  did  ;  for  that  he 
feared  it  was  the  King  with 
whom  he  fought ;  whereupon 


Morgan  crying  mercy,  yielded 
and  craved  pardon,  and  the 
King  did  let  him  go,  faying, 
that  he  was  a  lufly  man,  and 
ever  after  he  was  called  lufly 
Morgan,  a  tradition  to  which 
the  following  couplet  from  a 
hard  of  thofe  times,  feems  to 
countenance : 

“  Morgan  hir  mawr  gan  Harri, 

Mae  Llandain  dan  d’Adain  di.” 

Ednowain  ap  Bradwen,  bore 
for  his  Arms  Gules,  three  (hakes 
rowed  in  a  triangular  knot  Ar¬ 
gent 


'*  Llewnelin  Dalian,  of  this  tribe,  came  to  South  Wales,  and  marrying  Jennett 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  Guillim  ap  S’tfxUt,  l.ord  of  Abcraeron,  Cardiganfhire,  laid  the 
foundation  of  feveral  families  of  note  in  that  country,  fuch  as  the  Lewes’s  of  Abe  r- 
»antbychane  and  Coedmore,  now  extinct  ;  the  Lewes’s  of  Llyfnewidd,  and  the 
Lewes’s  of  Geilydowill,  a  family  which  centres  in  Thomas  Lewes,  Efq.  Captain 
of  the  Sampfon  Man  of  VCar,  and  his  brother  Brigadier-General  Lewes,  at  prefent 
Serving  in  the  Weft  Indies,  an  Officer  of  diftingUiffied  merit,  who  arrived  not  at  the 
rank  he  now  poffeffes  by  forced  marches,  but  who,  from  long  and  arduous  fervices, 
bad  an  irrefiftible  claim  on  thofe  rewards,  which  longer  to  have  withheld,  would  have 
been  a  reproach  to  the  fountain  of  preferment,  an  Officer  who  will  be  fpoken  of 
with  honour  fo  long  as  cool  intrepid  bravery  and  dilcipline  fhall  continue,  to  be  the 
Left  recommendation  of  a  Britiffi  foldier.- — Nor  can  another  defendant  of  the  above 
Llewhelin  Dalran  be  here  overlooked,  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  Knight,  Member  of  Par- 
Lament  for  the  City  of  London,  the  firft  Welchman,  fince  the  days  of  Sir  Hugh 
Middleton,  who  has  filled  the  Civic  Chair,  and  on  whom  no  man  has  experienced  a 
greater  accumulation  of  City  honours,  or  paffed  through  them  with  more  credit  to 
himfelf,  and  utility  to  the  public,  difeharging  the  duties  of  a  Magiftrate  with  hu¬ 
manity,  firmnefs,  and  diferetion,  fuited  to  times,  the  moft  trying  and  critical,  who 
may  bo, aft  himfelf  almcft  the  only  one  of  all  the  fwarm  of  Patriots  that  cluftered, 
forne  years  ago,  round  the  ftandard  of  liberty,  who  has  never  difgraced  his  principles 
|t.v  becoming  either  the  Have  of  a  popular  faction,  or  the  tool  of  minifterial  influence*. 
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Bifliop  Humphrey’s  additions  to  A.  Wood’s  Athena:  0  xonicnjcs, 
as  Jar  as  it  regards  Wales  from  Mr.  Panton’s  collodion. 


Page  74.  “  1598,  John  Rhefe/’&c. 

SIR  Thomas  ap  Wiliam,  men¬ 
tioned  (266)  in  his  book  of 
Pedigrees,  hath  this  account  of 
Sir  John  Yil  Henfordd,  at  Aber 
Plodni.  Sir  John  Pryfe,  knight, 
dobfor  of  both  laws,  one  of  the 
king’s  counfel,  in  the  marches 
of  Wales,  was  the  fon  of  Rhys 
ap  Gwilym  Gwyn,  and  reckons 
up  his  paternal  defcent  to  Bledd- 
yn  ap  Maenyrch,  Earl  of 
Brecknock  ;  then  he  names  Sir 
John’s  Children,  viz.  Gregory, 
Richard,  John,  Wiliam,  and 
Bartholomew  ;  Elin,  Joan, 
Jane,  Mary,  and  Urfula :  by 
this  it  feems  Sir  John  was  ori¬ 
ginally  of  Hereford,  or  Breck- 
nockfhire.  I  have  been  often 
told  that  he  was  of  Brecknock- 
fhire  by  birth,  fed  de  hoc  quaere. 
Sir  John  Pryfe  firft  publifhed  in 
print  the  Lord’s  Prayer  and 
Creed,  and  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments,  in  the  Britifh  or  Welfh 
tongue,  1555. 

Page  120.  t(  William  Salisbury,  a 
moll  exaft  Critic/’  See. 

William  Salifbury  compofed 
a  Welfh  Rhetoric,  which  was 
afterwards  revifed,  correbled, 
enlarged,  and  publifhed  by  Henry 
Perry,  B.  D.  he  trardlated,  and 
firft  publifhed  in  print,  the  Epif- 
des  and  Gofpels  fpr  the  whole 


year,  in  King  Edward  the 
Sixth’s  time.  Pie  publifhed  alfo 
the  whole  New  Teftament,  in 
Welfh,  at  the  command,  or  by 
the  di  reef  ion  of  the  bifhops  of 
Wales;  to  which  Bifhop  Rich¬ 
ard  Davies  promt  fed  a  large 
prefatory  Epiftle.  Some  other 
things  I  have  feen,  but  do  not 
remember.  Amongft  others,  I 
think  a  Welfh  Almanack,  print¬ 
ed  in  the  time  of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth,  and  the  firft  that 
ever  was  printed  in  Welfh,  but 
I  am  not  certain  whether  this 
was  by  him,  or  the  above-menti¬ 
oned  Sir  John  Pryfe  or  Rhefe. 

Page  160.  tf  Richard  Davies,  a 
Welchman  born,”  &c. 

Richard  Davies  was  the  fon  of 
David  ap  Gronwy,  defeended 
paternally  from  Ithel  Felyn, 
Lordoflal,  by  his  wife  Jonet, 
daughter  of  David  ap  Richard 
ap  Cynwric,  defeended  from  Ed- 
nowain  Bendew,  of  the  fifteen 
tribes  of  North  Wales,  was  born, 
as  I  take  it,  in  Denbighfhire. 
WThat  preferments  be  had  before 
he  was  bifhop  I  know  not,  but 
I  find,  that  in  the  firft  year  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  1^9,  he  was 

by  the  name  of  Richard  Davies, 

*  * 

D.D.  commiflioned  with  others, 
viz.  Rowland  Meurig,  Thomas 
Young,  doctors  of  law,  and 
Richard  Pates,  jurifperitus,  to 


1^6  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1795. 


vifit  the  cathedrals  and  diocefes 
of  St.  Davids,  Landaff,  Bangor, 
and  St.  Afaph,  Hereford,  and 
Worceffer;  and  on  the  third  of 
November,  that  year,  he  fat  with 
the  reft  upon  the  vifitation  in 
AlHiallow’s  church,  in  Strat¬ 
ford  upon  Afon,  and  then  de¬ 
prived  John  Lloyd,  dean  of  St. 
Afaph,  for  contumacy.  He  was 
alfo  employed  with  others  to 
tranflate  the  Bible  into  Englifh, 
and  tranflated  all  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Joflma  to  the  end  of 
Samuel.  He  alfo  tranflated  part 
of  the  New  Teftament  into 
Welfh,  particularly  fome  of  the 
Epiftles.  The  original  manu- 
fcripts  of  which  tranflation  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  worthy  Audi- 
©us  gentleman,  Robert  Davies, 
of  Llanerch,  Efq. 

He  was  confecrated  bifhop  of 
St.  Afaph,  January  21ft,  1559, 
1560,  and  thence  tranflated  to 
St.  David’s.  He  held  the  reffory 
Jine  cura  of  Llan  San  Fraid, 
in  Marchia,  and  diocefes  of  St. 
Afaph,  in  commcu'dam  to  his 
death. 


mery.  And  1588,  June  the  1  ith, 
he  had  the  reflory,  fine  cura ,  of 
Llan  St.  Efraid,  in  Mechain ; 
what  dignities  he  had  in  the 
church  of  St.  Afaph  I  cannot 
find  ;  but  he  was  either  prebend 
or  canon  there  ;  he  died  about 
the  beginning  of  1598,  and  was 
fucceeded  in  Rhiwabon  by  Dr. 
Robert  Salifbury,  who  in  Au- 
guff,  that  year,  refigned  it  up 
again,  and  then  Samuel  Powel 
the  Doctor’s  fon,  was  inftituted 
to  it,  the  2<5th  of  that  month. 

Page  246.  “  William  Middleton, 
the  third  Son,”  &c. 

William  Middleton  writ  feve- 
ral  other  poems,  which  are  extant 
in  rnanufeript,  and  alfo  added  an 
appendix  to  John  David  Rhys’s 
grammar,  under  the  name  of 
Gwilym  Canoldref,  which  is 
the  literal  Welfh  of  Middle- 
ton.  This  William  was  brother 
to  Sir  Thomas  Middleton,  of 
London,  knt.  and  to  Hugh  Mid¬ 
dleton,  goldfmith.  of  London, 
afterwards  Sir  Hugh. 


Page  196.  f<  David  Powel,  a 
learned  fearcher,”  & c. 

In  the  year  1571,  June  12th, 
David  Powel  was  inftituted  to 
the  vicarage  of  Rhiwabon,  and 
made  alfo  reflor  of  Llan  Fyllin, 
061ober  27th,  the  fame  year; 
this  laft  he  refigned  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1579,  an8  was  fucceeded 
in  it  by  Dr.  William  Morgan, 
afterwards  bifhop  of  Landaff  and 
St.  Afaph.  December  23,  the 
fame  year,  David  Powel  was 
inftituted  to  the  vicarage  of  Mei- 
joti,  in  the  county  of  Montgo- 


Page  25 2.  te  Henry  Perry,  a 
Welfhman  born,”  &c. 

I  am  told  by  a  fon-in-law  of 
Henry  Perry,  that  he  was  born 
in  Flintfhire,  and  was  defeended 
from  Ednowain  Bendew,  one  of 
our  tribes,  whofe  coat  he 
bore.  He  travelled  much  abroad, 
and  had  been  married,  and  came 
firft  as  chaplain  to  Sir  Richard 
Bulkely,  and  upon  the  death  of 
his  firft  wife,  he  married  the 
daughter  of  Robert  Vaughan,  of 
Beaumaris,  Gent,  upon  which 
he  was  accufed  that  his  firft  wife 

was 
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was  yet  living ;  but  he  cleared 
that  point  by  certificate  and 
proof  of  her  death,  and  (hewed 
the  accufation  to  be  malicious. 

Henry  Perry,  or  Parry,  for 
he  is  written  both  ways,  was  in- 
flituted  to  the  reCfory  of  Rhof- 
collyn,  in  Anglefey,  Auguft  21, 
1601,  being  then  B.  D.  He  was 
inftituted  to  Trefdraeth,  Decem¬ 
ber  3,  1606,  and  refigned  Rhof- 
collyn  January  7,  1606,  was  in- 
fialled  canon  of  the  cathedral  of 
Bangor,  February  6,  1612,  and 
inftituted  to  Llanfachreth,  in 
Anglefey,  March  5,  1613.  He 
died  in  the  year  1617  ;  for  on 
the  30th  of  December,  that  year, 
Mr.  William  Hill  was  inftalled 
to  the  canonry,  then  void  by  the 
death  of  Henry  Perry.  He  aug¬ 
mented  and  publifhed  in  print  a 
Wel(h  Rhetoric  of  William  Sa- 
lifbury’s  compofure  ;  my  book 
wants  the  title  page,  and  fo  I 
cannot  tell  the  year.  The  title 
is  “  Rhetoric  nae  Egluryn  Frae- 
thineb  there  are  prefixed  to  it 
verfes  in  praife  of  the  author, 
by  feveral  perfons,  in  the  Greek, 
Latin,  Englifh,  and  Welfh,  as 
by  David  Roberts  (who  was  the 
fon  of  Robert  Morris,  and  bro¬ 
ther  to  Lewis  Anwvl,  of  Park, 
m  Merionethfhire),  Henry  Hol¬ 
land,  William  Middleton,  Lu- 
dowic  Lloyd,  William  Mathew, 
William  Parkins,  Hugh  Lewis, 
and  Henry  Salefbury.  Dr.  Da¬ 
vies  gives  this  note  in  his  gram¬ 
mar,  printed  1621,  p.  213,  de 
jiguris  Jyntaxces  Confide  Wil- 
helmi  Salfburie,  Rhetoriccem  ab 
Henrico  Perris  inter polat  am , 
et  in  lucem  editam.  I  bellow¬ 
ed  a  very  perfecl  copy  of  this 
book  on  Dr.  Henry  Maurice, 


the  late  worthy  Margaret’s  pro- 
feifor  at  Oxon,  who  was  the 
grandchild  of  this  Henry  Perry, 
out  of  whole  ftudy  you  may 
fee  it. 

Page  266.  “  Thomas  Williams,  a 
Wellhman  born,”  Sec. 

Thomas  Williams  above-men¬ 
tioned,  and  commonly  known  in 
this  country  by  the  name  of  Sir 
Thomas  ap  William,  was  the  fon 
of  Wiliam  apThomasap  Gronwy, 
(paternally  defcended  from  Ed- 
nowain  Bendew,  one  of  the  15 
tribes  of  North  Wales,  and  o£ 
Catherine,  the  natural  daughter 
of  Meredudd  W ynn  ap  Evan, 
ap  Robert,  of  Gwydir),  he  was 
born,  as  he  himfelf  faith,  in  the 
beginning  of  his  book  of  pedi¬ 
grees,  in  a  place  called  Ardde’r 
Meneich,  (or  Monk’s  Ardde) 
under  the  foot  of  Snowdon,  in 
the  Comot  of  Llechwedd  ilTaf, 
in  the  county  of  Carnarvon.  He 
(files  himfelf  Thomas  Williams, 
phyfician,  and  Riles  his  book  of 
Pedigrees  (which  is  a  good  col¬ 
lection  indeed),  Pnf  achau  holl 
Gymru  Benbaladr ,  i.  e.  The  pri¬ 
mitive  Pedigrees  of  all  Wales. 
He  faith  he  began  his  collection 
1578,  encreafed  it  1585,  and 
added  very  much  to  it  1609; 
he  wrote  a  book  of  Phyfical  di¬ 
rections  and  receipts,  and  feve¬ 
ral  other  things  which  have  run 
up  and  down  in  MS.  till  they 
are,  I  think,  loll.  He  was  re¬ 
ported  a  Papilt,  and  I  find  him 
proceeded  again!!  in  the  correc¬ 
tion  at  Bangor,  May  23,  1606, 
by  the  name  of  Thomas  Wili¬ 
ams,  alfo  Dus  Thos.  Wnn.  Je 
I  refriw,  e 0  quod  venire  ad 

Eccle~ 
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Ecchfiam ,  and  1607,  at  a  me- 
tropolitic  corredfion  Ds-  7  hos* 
W«u.  r  ecu  fans  excommunica- 
tur . 

Concerning  him,  my  father 
tells  me,  that  the  Lady  Bodvel 
(grand-mother  to  the  Countefs 
of  Radnor),  told  him,  that  when 
her  father,  Sir  John  Wynn,  of 
Gwydir,  was  juft  ready  to  fet 
out  for  the  Parliament,  the  open¬ 
ing  of  which  the  powder  treafon 
was  to  have  been  executed ; 
this  Thomas  Wiliams  came  to 
him,  and  earneftly  difuaded  him 
from  going  up  to  that  feffion, 
by  which,  it  was  afterwards  col- 
iedled,  he  had  fome  hint  ol  that 
defign,  and  yet  was  not  willing 
his  patron  Sir  John  fhould  ful¬ 
ler  by  it.  There  is  alfo  extant 
in  MS.  a  pretty  large  Herbal  in 
Latin,  Welfh,  and  Englifh,  writ 
by  Thomas  Williams,  giving  an 
account  of  herbs  and  their  phy- 
fical  virtues.  I  am  promifed  a 
a  fight  of  it.  He  lived  at  a  place 
called  Trelrew,  and  the  tradi¬ 
tion  there  is,  that  he  was  curate 
of  that  place  ;  and  I  do  find  one 
of  the  name,  which  was  likely 
him,  appear  as  curate  of  Trefrew, 
in  the  bifhop’s  vijitation,  1573. 

Page  509.  <f  John  Davies,  the 
fourth  Perfon,”  &c. 

This  John  Davies  was  the  fon 
of  David  ap  John,  ap  Rhys,  ap 
Ednyfed,  of  Llan  Rhaiader,  in 
Cymeirch,  in  the  Diocefe  ol 
Bangor,  and  county  ol  Denbigh, 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Lewis  David  Lloyd,  defend¬ 
ed  from  Ednyfed  Fychan,  the 
famous  general,  under  Llywelyn 
the  Great  Prince  ol  Wales.  He 
w  as  b'orn  in  the  parifh  ol  Llan- 


verres,  in  Denbiglifhire.  Hk 
preferment  in  the  diocele  of  St. 
Afaph,  were  the  Prebend  of 
Llan  Nefvdd  in  the  church  ol 
St.  Afaph,  and  the  contiguous 
redfories  of  Llan  y  Mowddwy 
and  Mallwyd,  and  the  fine  cure 
ol  Dar  Owain.  He  died  at  Mall¬ 
wyd  about  May  15,  1644  ;  lor 
on  the  28th  ol  the  month,  the 
Prebend  is  difpofed  ol,  vacant  by 
his  death,  and  his  other  prefer¬ 
ments  fome  time  after.  He  was  a 
juftice  of  the  peace,  and  an  ufe- 
ful  magiftrate,  and  univerfally 
beloved  and  efteemed  in  his 
country.  He  built  three  public 
bridges  at  his  own  charge,  and 
did  other  charities  at  Mallwyd 
where  he  lived.  He  left  his 
eftate  in  land,  to  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  a  nephew  of  his  own,  and 
a  fon  of  bifhop  Parry’s,  his  wife’s 
nephew.  Our  Dr.  Davies  never 
had  a  fon  or  anv  child.  His 
wife  Jane  was  a  Price,  lifter  to 
bifliop  Parry’s  wife ;  fine  fur- 
vived  him,  and  afterwards  mar¬ 
ried  Edward  Wynn,  A.  M. 
Redfor  of  Llan  y  Mowddwy 4 
this  Edw'ard  Wynn,  who  was  a 
younger  fon  ol  Edward  Wynn, 
of  Bodewryd,  in  Anglefey,  Efq. 
was  bred  up  at  Jefus  College  in 
Cambridge,  from  whence  being 
but  A.  B.  he  was  preferred  to 
Llan  y  Mowddy,  vacant  by  Dr* 
Davies’s  death,  June  5,  1644. 

Page  615. 

William  Morgan,  that  in¬ 
comparable  man  for  piety, 
and  induftry,  zeal  lor  reli¬ 
gion  and  his  country,  and  a 
confcientious  care  lor  his  church 
and  fucceffion,  was  born  at  a 
place  called  Gwibernant,  in  the 
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pari  ill  of  Penmachno,  diocefe  of 
Bangor,  and  county  of  Carnar¬ 
von  ;  and  was  the  fon  of  John 
Morgan  of  that  place,  pater¬ 
nally  defcended  from  Hedd 
Molwynog,  one  of  the  1 y  tribes 
of  North  Wales,  and  of  Lowri, 
daughter  of  William  ap  John, 
ap  Madoc,  ap  Evan  Tegin,  of 
Bettws,  paternally  defcended 
from  Marchudd,  another  of  the 
\5  tribes.  He  was  educated  at 
St.  John’s  College  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  for  his  preferments, 
I  find  he  was  fird  vicar  of  Wehh 
Pool,  being  inftituted  Auguft  8, 
x575->  Rom  thence  he  was  re¬ 
moved  to  the  vicarage  of  Llan 
Rhaiader,  in  Mochnant,  diocefe 
of  St.  Afaph,  October  1,  1578, 
where  he  finifhed  that  excellent 
work  of  mandating  the  Bible  in¬ 
to  Wehh  ;  after  this,  he  was  in- 
flituted  to  the  refitory  and  fine 
cura  of  Pennant  Melangell, 
July  10,  1588.  He  was  made 
1  bifiiop  ol  Landaf  1595,  and 
!  mandated  to  St.  Afaph  1601. 

A  Letter  from  Sir  John  Wynn , 
of  Gwyder ,  0 Bober  21,  1620, 
to  the  before-mentioned  Tho¬ 
mas ,  alias  Sir  Thomas  Wil¬ 
liams. 

“  I  fend  you  Mr.  Evan’s  re¬ 
written  to  me,  whereby  you 
may  perceive  how  your-  Didfi- 
inarie  may  be  printed  at  tin  s 
tyme,  either  by  the  means  of 
UDocdor  Price,  or  Mr.  Evans  ; 
for  in  pte  I  leave  you  to  the 
counfell  of  your  owne  will  "in 
;that  point. 

You  tuld  me  that  you  hadd 
|a  copie  of  the  Diaraebion,  wch 


Salufbury  loft — I  pray  you  fend 
them  by  the  bearer  that  they 
may  be  now  printed  and  withall 
your  Epiftle  dedicatorie  wc** 
now  would  be  altered  in  fome 
parts  of  yr  loving  coyfyn. 

John  Wynn.’9 

Sir  Thos •  Williams' s  Anftoer. 

Right  worfhipfull  with  my 
dutie  and  prayers  for  yr  worfhips 
health,  my  good  Ladie  and  all 
yrs; — For  the  Latine  and  Cam¬ 
brian  Difihonarie,  wch  with 
greate  laboure  and  travayle,  as 
God  knoweth,  I  have  congefted 
and  digefied  thefe  fiftie  years,  I 
fee  very  fmall  furtie  or  confide, 
ration  for  my  paynes,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  mean  not  in  had.  God 
reward  you  for  your  permiffion, 
to  deliver  the  fame  to  any  of 
thefe  men,  wliofe  great  pro- 
mi  ffes  I  have  tried  to  fmall  effeft, 
in  things  done  for  them,  and 
1  mpai tinge  ceitame  colledfions 
unto  them,  never  receiving 
quid  pro  quo  for  any  of  therm,’ 
lead  it  may  be  fead  unto  me  '  ’ 

Hos  ego  verficulos  feci,  tulk  alter 
honores. 

Sic  vos  non  vobis,  fertis  aratra  boves 

Sic  vos  non  vobis,  &c.  &c. 

“  God  doth  know  that  in  the  1 
years  while  I  did  write  the  Dic^ 
tionaries,  I  was  fo  indant  to  the 
woi  k  that  often  when  X  came 
from  the  book  I  did  not  know 
many  a  time  what  day  of  the 
week  it  was  and  foe  lod  my 
praxis  that  might  have  been  a 
hundred  pounds  unto  me  01 
fome  great  matter  and  during 
that  time  I  might  have  pined  for 
hunger  yf  it  hath  not  been  foi 

God 
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God  and  yr  Worlhips  good  con- 
fiderations  and  not  to  thefe  illi¬ 
beral  men’s  liberalities.  . 

“  The  Book  of  Diarebion 
yr  Wor.  lhall  fee  by  the  bearer, 
gathered  of  2  or  3  feveral  cop- 
pies  and  mad  as  large  as  the 
former  copie  loft.  Good  Sir,  as 
you  tender  our  language  let  it 
be  kept  well  leaft  the  like  lhall 
never  be  made  againe  ;  for  the 
Epiftle  dedicatorie  it  was  loft 
with  the  copy. — I  know  not  up¬ 
on  great  fearch  whether  I  fhall 
find  any  thing  thereof — I  be- 
feech  you  keep  the  Book  de 
Statibus — Your  Worfhip’s  to 
command  Chrift  Jefu. 

Tho.  Williams.5' 

Some  Account  of  Bishop 
Humphreys. 

He  was  born  at  Penrhyn 
Deudraeth,  in  the  county  of 
Merioneth,  November  24,  1648, 
and  was  chriftened  on  Sunday 
26th  following,  in  the  parifh 
church  of  Llanfrothen,  being 
•the  eldeft  fon  and  heir  of  Ri¬ 
chard  Humphreys,  of  Penrhyn 
Deudraeth,  Gent,  and  of  Mar¬ 
garet,  the  daughter  of  Robert 
Wynn,  of  Cafailgyfarch,  in  the 
county  of  Carnarvon,  Efq.  He 
was  brought  up  lor  fome  years 
at  the  Free  School  of  Ofweftry, 
under  the  care  of  his  uncle  and 
godfather,  Humphrey  Wynn, 
A-  M.  of  Trinity  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Vicar  and  Schoolmafter 
of  that  place,  from  thence,  upon 
his  uncle’s  death,  he  removed  to 
the  Free  School  of  Bangor,  ol 
which  Roger  Williams  was  mat¬ 
ter  ;  and  from  thence  in  Feb, 


1665,  he  was  fent  to  Oxon, 
and  admitted  of  Jefus  College, 
where,  after  taking  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  O&ober  1669,  he  was 
next  fummer  admitted  fcholar 
of  that  houfe. 

November  1670,  he  was  or¬ 
dained  prieft  and  deacon  by 
bifhop  Morgan  at  Bangor,  and 
the  fame  day  collated  and  infti- 
tuted  to  the  reftory  of  Llan 
Fro  then. 

June  12,  1672,  he  proceeded 

A.  M.  and  in  Auguft  following 
was  chofen  fellow  of  Jefus 
College. 

November  24,  following,  he 
was  induced  to  the  redfory  ol 
Trawslynydd,  having  refigned 
Llan  Frothen  before. 

November  1673,  Dr.  Hum¬ 
phrey  Lloyd,  who  fucceededDr. 
Morgan  in  the  bifhoprick  ol  Ban¬ 
gor,  took  him  to  be  his  domeftic 
chaplain. 

December  16,  1680,  being 

B.  D.  Fellow  ol  Jefus  Col¬ 
lege,  and  canon  of  Bangor, 
he  was  mftalled  dean  of  that 
church. 

1682,  He  took  the  degree  of 
D.  D.  and  in  1689  he  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  bifhoprick  of 
Bangor,  and  from  thence  in 
1701,  tranflated  to  Hereford, 
where  he  died,  November  20 
1712,  in  the  64th  year  of  his 
age,  and  was  interred  near 
the  altar  of  the  cathedral  church 
there. 

He  was  a  perfon  of  excellent 
virtues  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life,  and  in  his  latter 
years,  of  a  piety  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary,  as  has  but  lew  exam¬ 
ples. 

Upon 
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Upon  Iiis  grave  Hone  is  the 
following  infer iption  : 

H:  S:  E  : 

Humphredus  Humphreys  S:  T:  P; 
Primo  decanus  A:  D:  1680  )  Bangorien- 
Mox  Epifcopus  A:  D:  1689  $  fis  factus 
Inde  Herefordiam  tranflatus  A:  D:  1701 
Tandem,  vitae fatur  &  coelo  maturus 
Obiit  20  Novemb:  171a  vEtatis  fuse  64 
Ejus  ad  exemplum  fi  vixeris,  amice  ledor 
Mori  non  timebis. 

Of  his  marriage,  Bifh:  Hum¬ 
phreys  writes  as  follows ; 

Humphredus  Humphreys,  Eccleflse  Ca- 
thedralis  Bangor,  decanus  et  Elizabetha 
Morgan,  filia  Roberti  Morgan,  Epifcopi 
Bangorienfis  matrimonis  conjundi  fuerunt 
in  Ecclefia  parochiali  de  Bodewryd  feria 
quinta  hebdomadis  ad*.  poft  feftum 
Refurredionis  D^-  XVIII.  Kalendas 
Maias. 

By  this  marriage,  there  were 
two  daughters — Anne  and  Mar¬ 
garet — 

Harum  mater  fato  immaturo  (poll 
dolor)  ceffit  nonis  Februariis  et  tumu-  - 
lata  fuit  in  Csemeterio  St.  Beuno  de  Pen- 
morva  die  dominis  4°  Idus  ejufdem  Feb. 
MDCLXXXIII.  ubi  feipturn  eft  quod 
|  lequitur — 

M :  S : 

Elizabethan  Roberti  Morgan 
Epifcopi  Bangorienlis  fibre 
Et  Conjugis  Humphredi  Humphreys 
Ejufdem  Ecclefire  deconi 
Quan  nata  VII  Idus  martias  MDCLXl 
Poft  vitam  brevem  fandiffime  adam 
;  Ad  immortalitatem  feftinans 
I  Obiit  nonis  Februariis  MDCLXXXIII 
:  Prreclaro  exemplo  &  fummo  deliderio 
Suis  omnibus  relido 
!UX.  CB.  MPM:  MAR. 

In  the  quire  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  at  Bangor,  is  this  in- 
feription ; 

(Humphredus  Humphreys  S.  T.  P. 

(Hujus  autem  Eeclefice  Epifcopus 
Hoc  faciendum  curavit 
In  memoriam  Anna;  filia  chariffimse 


Optime  mserentis 
Quam  ex  conjuge  Elizabetha 
(Pranfati  Roberti  Epifcopi  fibre) 

Divino  munere  fufeeptam 
III  Non  Aug.  MDCLXXXII 
Miratam  morum  fuavitate 
Quam  corporis  elegantia  ornatam 
Omni  virtute  &  gratia 
Quafi  celitus  imbutam 
Cacleftia  fupra  aetatem  fapientem 
&  anhilantem 

Deo  reddidit  Kal.  Jan:  MDCLXCIX 
Non  fine  gratia 

Tam  ab  hanc  tarn  diu  conceffam 
Quam  ab  aliam  filiam  Margaritam  fuper- 
ftitem — 

\  * 

See  an  account  of  Humphrey 
Lloyd,  in  Wood’s  Athenae  Oxo- 
nienfis,  Page  129. 

In  177 2,  I  faw  at  Foxhall, 
near  Denbigh,  a  pi&ure  of 
Humphrey  Lloyd,  on  board, 
with  the  following  inferiptioa 
under  it : 

^tatis  34. 

Vera  effigies  incliti  artiura. 
Profefioris  earumque 
Alumni  Humfredi  Lloyd 
Cambro  Britanni  ad  Den- 
bighienfis  ort  ex  antiqua 
Rhofyndulorum  familia 
Qui  floruit  temporibus 
Marias  &  Elizabeths  beat 
MemorRegni  obiitque 
An0  Dom:  1568  et  cum 
Patribus  in  Ecclefla  Pa¬ 
rochiali  de  Denbigh  jacet 
Sepultus - 

In  the  arms  are  many  quar- 
terings,  and  under  is  written, 

“  Hwy  Pery  Klod  na  golyd — 
Angl  :  a  good  name  is  more 
dui able  than  riches — ” 

In  1621,  two  perfons  in  Llyn, 
in  Carnarvonfhire,  committed  to 
gaol,  on  fufpicion  of  whitch- 
craft. 

24  March,  1595,  the  clergy 
of  the  Diocefe  oi  Bangor,  with- 
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in  the  Countv  of  Carnarvon, 
ordered  by  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  to  furnifh  for  the 
Irifh  wars — 7  light  horfe,  12 
petronelles,  6  mufkets  and  ten 
calyvers,  with  their  furniture. 

To  his  Royal  Highneffe  Richard, 
Lord  Protedor  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  England ,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  Ireland ,  with  the 
Dominions  and  Territories 
thereunto  belonging  : 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Jus¬ 
tices  of  the  Peace ,  the  Gentner 
Minijlers ,  and  others ,  your 
Highnefs' s  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjeds ,  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Countie  of  Carnarvon , 

Expreffeth, 

That  the  prefent  difpenfa- 
tions  of  divine  providence,  as  to 
his  late  Highnefs’s  death,  and 
ordering  your  Royal  Highnefs 
as  fucceffor  in  the  government 
of  thefe  nations,  cannot  but  af- 
£e£l  us  with  different  confidera- 
tions,  as  well  of  judgment  in  the 
one,  as  of  mercie  on  the  other  : 
and  therefore,  befides  our  re- 
quefts  to  the  all-wife  difpofer  of 
thefe  providences,  that  they  may 
have  fuitable  improvements  to 
his  glorie  and  the  good  of  the 
nation,  we  make  bold,  by  this 
our  addreffe,  to  expreffe  our 
acknowledgment  of  your  high¬ 
neffe  in  that  government,  under 
wcil  as  feated  in  your  father  of 
happie  memorie,  judgment  did 
runne  down  like  water,  and  righ- 
teoufneffe  as  a  mightie  ftreame, 
piety  was  promoted,  and  the 
ennemies  of  trutli  and  peace 


were  difcountenaticed,  and  thefe 
our  nations  were  made  the  ha¬ 
bitation  of  juflice,  andmountaine 
of  holineffe.  And  feeing  we 
find  that  the  God  of  heaven,  in 
whofe  hands  are  the  hearts  of 
princes,  hath  cloathed  your 
Highneffe  with  a  fpirit  by  wch 
he  hath  fitted  you  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  weightie  affairs  of 
thefe  nations,  and  the  condubl 
of  this  great  people,  we  look 
upon  ourfelves  as  concerned  to 
beg  of  the  Lord,  that  he  would 
profper  your  councells  and  high 
undertakings,  for  the  reformed 
religion  abroad,  and  reformation 
at  home.  Befeeching  alfo  your 
Highneffe,  that  treading  in  your 
father’s  ffeps,  you  would  goe  on 
where  he  began,  and  anfwer  the 
great  expectations  of  the  nation 
in  the  fuppreffion  of  herefy,  fu~ 
perftition,  profanenefs,  and  in- 
juftice,  and  in  fupporting  the 
divine  ordinances  of  magiftracie 
and  miniftrie  ;  being  a  father  to 
thofe  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  in- 
making  your  perfon  and  govern - 
mt  awluil  in  the  hearts  of  all  your 
people,  by  your  appearance  in 
the  defence  of  thofe  divine  truths 
that  tend  to  the  exalting  of 
Chrift ;  and  the  quiett  of  thefe 
nations  ;  and  for  yr  Highnefs’s 
happie  progrefs,  herein  you  will 
have  the  prayers  of  yr  High¬ 
nefs’s  moft  faithful  fervants, 

Thomas  Madryn, 
And  18  more;  but  as  they  are 
all  Wei  fir  names,  without 
any  mention  of  the  places 
of  their  refidence,  I  do  not 
write  them,  as  it  is  not,  from 
that  omiffion,  poffible  to 
afcertaia  who  they  were. 

Sir. 
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Sir  JohnWynn,  to  Hum:  Jones , 
Beaumaris. 

Gwydir,  a  Aug.  1623. 

There  was  {hewed  me  a  lre 
within  this  fortnight,  but  by 
whom  I  do  not  remember,  writ¬ 
ten  unto  you  by  the  fervant  of 
one  Roper,  of  Roper’s  Reft,  in 
Ireland,  being  one  of  the  privy 
counfel.  The  contents  was  that 
his  mafter  would  gladly  fet  300 
people  here  a  work  to  fpin  wool, 
and  defired  your  anfwer  to  know 
whether  it  might  be  done.  I  fay 
it  may  be  done ;  for  I  have 
conferred  with  divers  which  doe 
affirme  the  fame,  and  a  more 
fytting  tyme  there  cannot  be 
then  at  this  tyme  of  neceflity ; 
for  y{  the  tymes  did  amend, 
they  will  not  out  of  their  own 
countryes,  which  is  fome  thirty 
or  forty  myles  of  the  place. 

I  will  find  them  houfing  upon 
my  lands  about  Llanrwft  and 
Trevriw,  being  within  a  myle 
of  my  houfe,  and  all  things  ne- 
ceftary  for  them,  having  money 
aforehand,  for  it  will  require  a 
great  fome  of  money  to  make 
them  looms  and  other  imple¬ 
ments  fit  for  the  occupation, 
and  alfo  to  make  mylls  and  ten¬ 
ters,  whereof,  although  we  have 
fome,  we  have  not  fufficient 
ftore  for  fo  great  a  proportion. 
Wool  is  to  be  had  in  this  coun¬ 
ty*  good  ftore,  and  very  cheap, 
becaufe  it  is  fo  charitable  a  deed; 
and  for  the  good  of  the  country 
I  offer  my  furtherance  with  all 


my  heart,  and  the  fervice  of  my 
people,  and  I  fhould  myfelf  beft 
able  to  further  it  of  any  in  this 
country,  all  circumftances  con- 
fidered.  It  is  fitt  the  gentleman 
fhould  fend  a  fufficient  man 
with  full  inftru&ions  concern¬ 
ing  his  intended  purpofe,  and 
fhould  it  beft  to  begin  a  lefs  pre¬ 
paration  ayming  at  the  greater, 
and  as  foon  as  it  may  be,  let  me 
intreate  you  to  fend  for  an  an¬ 
fwer  with  all  as  foon  as  poffible. 
The  letter  fent  to  you  was  of  a 
date  long  fince,  I  merveil  you 
kept  it  in  your  hands  fo  longe  I 
had  but  a  fight  of  it,  and  then 
overbufied  with  other  matters,  I 
delivered  it  back  to  the  bearer, 
and  forgot  the  name  of  Mr. 
Roper  and  his  dignity.  Contend¬ 
ing  me  very  kindly  to  you,  do 
reft,  Yrs>  &c. 

John  Wynn.’8 

I  pray  you  doe  yr  endeavor 
to  fell  my  lead  ore  that  is  at 
Beaumaris,  methinks  thefe  fo¬ 
reigners  that  have  received  foe 
much  money  of  the  country,  for 
the  corn  they  bought  in  fhould 
be  bound  to  leave  fome  part 
thereof  for  our  country  commo¬ 
dities,  that  all  the  money  of  the 
land  be  not  carried  away,  and 
this  fhould  be  done  by  your  be- 
inge  prime  officer  in  your  towne. 

I  fou Id  alwayes  for  three  pounds 
a  tonne,  allowing  the  long  hun¬ 
dred  ;  but  to  take  money  now, 

I  v/ould  fell  it  for  fomethincr 
leffe.  0 
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About  i66ii-~~A  true  Char  after  of  the  Deportment  for  thefe  1% 
years  laft  pajl ,  of  the  principal  Gentry  within  the  Counties  oj 
Caermarthen *  Pembroke ,  and  Cardigan ,  in  South  Wales * 


Richard  Vaughan,  Earl  of 
Carbery,  a  perfon  of  great  parts 
and  civilities,  about  the  yeari643 
and  16/44,  was  general  over 
the  laid  countyes  by  commiffion 
from  his  late  Majefty,  of  bleffed 
memory,  Charles  the  Fir  ft,  and 
though  in  number  of  fouldiers, 
far  exceeding  his  adverfarys, 
yet  with  out  any  refiftance  made 
by  him,  fome  attributing  it  to 
a  fufpefted  natural!  cowardrze, 
others  to  a  defigne  to  be  over¬ 
come  ;  however,  fhortly  after 
enabled  with  the  titles  of  Baron 
of  Emlyn,  and  Lord  of  Casr- 
marthyn,  the  King’s  party  being 
maftered,  he  alone  of  all  the 
King’s  party  in  that  country  ef- 
caped  fequeftration,  freed  from 
compofition  by  order  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  by  reafon 
of  the  correfpondence  he  kept 
with  the  then  Earle  of  Effex, 
and  manic  great  fervices  done 
bv  him  to  the  parliament  during 
his  Generallfhip,  which  was 
then  evidenced  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  by  Sir  John  Muricke,  and 
by  certificate  from  fcverall  of 
the  parliaments,  then  Generalis 
in  his  Lordfhip’s  behalfe.  When 
Oliver  Cromwell  fnatched  the 
government  of  this  nation,  this 
abtive  Lord  gained  his  acquain¬ 
tance  and  favour,  infomuch,  that 
Cromwell  fent  from  the  Parks 
he  then  poffeffed  near  London, 
feveral  ftagges  unto  him,  to  fur- 
nifti  his  Park  at  Golden  Grove, 
in  Wales. 


In  a  word,  a  fit  perfon  for 
the  higheft  publique  employ¬ 
ment,  if  integrity  and  courage 
were  not  fufpe£ted  to  be  to cjr 
often  faylinge  in  him. 

Colonel  John  Lloyd,  a  per¬ 
fon  conftant  to  his  principles.; 
and  refolute  in  his  undertakings, 
when  he  apprehended  juft ice,  or 
honor,  to  be  concerned;  he  bore 
arms  under  the  Earl  of  Effex 
for  King  and  Parliament,  and 
when  that  pretence  was  laid 
abide,  he  refufed,  though  ten¬ 
dered  to  bear  any  office,  civil! 
or  military,  under  the  various 
governments  that  fprung  after¬ 
wards. 

William  Gwyn,  a  royalift  ah 
initio ,  perfonalty  engaged  in 
arms  for  that  caufe,  refufed, 
though  offered  publique  em¬ 
ployments  in  the  fubfequent  go¬ 
vernments  ;  but  capable  of  any 
in  refpe£!  of  his  interefi  and  in¬ 
tellectuals. 

Nicholas  Williams,  neither  of 
wit  nor  will  to  bear  publique 
offices,  and  upon  that  account 
hath  been  luckily  permitted 
(though  rich)  to  efcape  fequef¬ 
tration.  ^  • 

Harry  Vaughan,  John  Vaug¬ 
han,  and  John  Vaughan,  of 
Derllys,  are  principled  and  ac¬ 
tuated  by  their  kinfman  the  Earl 
of  Carbery,  who  ought  to  bear 
the  blame  or  glory  of  their  ac¬ 
tions. 

Sir  Hugh  Owen,  as  much  as 

is  underflood  of  him  a  royalift, 

'  fo 
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fo  habituated  to  refervednefs, 
that  it  is  thought  he  cannot  now 
extricate  himfelf  it  he  would 
from  it,  a  lover  of  the  country 
and  juftice  ;  but  noted  by  fome 
to  be  too  fparing  or  too  modeft 
to  bear  the  burthen  of  the  affairs 
of  his  country. 

J  t 

Arthur  Owen,  a  fecond  Titus 
delicicE  gentis  Pembroharur, 
amongfl  nged  Prelbyterians,  a 
royalili,  and  among  unlimitated 
royalifts,  a  Prefbyterian,  firm  to 
liis  principles,  zealous  to  juflice, 
delighting  in  good  offices,  the 
credit,  and  benefit  of  his  coun¬ 
try. 

Roger  Lort,  of  any  principle 
or  religion  to  acquire  wealth ; 
he  fortified  and  defended  his 
houfe  againfl  the  parliaments 
feamen;  but  in  prefervation  of 
no  caufe  but  his  own.  Hugh 
Peters  was  his  Wellcome  guelt 
as  long  as  Hugh  was  welcomed 
by  Oliver  Cromwell.  Hugh 
had  no  fooner  loft  the  one  than 
the  other.  Utilitas  j 
?nater  et  cequi  eft. 

Sampfon  Lort,  who  hath  no¬ 
thing  of  his  firft  name  fake  but 
the  Jawes,  and  hath  with  that 
dellroyed  as  many  miniffers  as 
the  other  Philiftines,  both  for 
the  fame  ends,  hates  the  church, 
hugges  the  profits  of  it ;  he  can 
pray  as  long  as  there  is  profitt, 
no  penny,  no  pater  nofter;  he 
believes  man  to  be  Jibi  foil 
natus. 

Sir  John  Stepney,  a  royalift, 
whofe  facility  and  noble  difpo- 
fition  have  a  little  clowded  his 
fortune,  the  habit  of  eafe  hath 
made  his  difpofition  not  very  in¬ 
clinable  to  be  over  induftrious 


ufti  propt 


in  his  owne  or  the  publique  af¬ 
fairs  of  his  country. 

John  Barlow,  a  rare  ex¬ 
ample  of  loyalty  and  affli&ion, 
a  plentiful  effate  voted  from 
him  for  being  ffoute  in  his 
mailer's  fervice  ;  he  was  tranf- 
cendant  in  all  qualities  of  a 
gentleman ;  he  was  rather  a 
patterne  for  the  gentry  of  the 
country  to  wonder  at,  than  to 
imitate. 

Sir  Walter  Lloyd,  a  gentle¬ 
man  and  a  fcholar,  elegant  in  his 
tongue  and  pen,  nobly  juft  in 
his  deportment,  naturally  fit  to 
manage  the  affayres  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  which  he  did  before  thefe 
times  with  much  honor  and  in¬ 
tegrity.  He  ferved  Knight  for 
his  country  in  the  parliament ; 
but  quitted  that  fervice  on  the 
Earl  of  Strafford’s  death ;  was 
Commiffioner  of  Array,  paid  a 
deep  compofition  in  Goidfmith’s 
Hall,  contents  himfelf  within 
the  walls  of  his  houfe. 

Sir  Francis  Lloyd,  a  lover  of 
monarchy,  which  drew  him  from 
the  long  parliament  about  1043, 
paid  a  fine  at  Goidfmith’s  Hall, 
feems  to  love  his  private  eafe 
above  the  publique  affayres  of 
his  country. 

Sir  Richard  Price,  a  young 
gentleman,  not  of  full  age,  in 
the  tyme  that  the  difcovery 
of  principles  was  moft  danger¬ 
ous,  and  it  is  conceived  he  hath 
not  as  yet  any  that  he  is  too 
much  obliged  unto.  He  ranne 
through  feveral  publique  offices 
under  all  the  governments  that 
have  been,  from  1652,  to  this 
tyme ;  but  probably  more  by 
the  direction  of  his  father-in- 

law, 
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law,  Mr.  Bulftrode  Whitlocke, 
than  by  his  own  defires. 

James  Lewis  is  a  perfon  of  an 
inoffenfive  facile  conftitution, 


forced  from  a  royalift  to  aft  as 
a  Colonel  for  King  and  Parlia¬ 
ment,  feldome  out  of  publique 


offices,  though  averfe  to  under¬ 
take  any,  loved  more  for  doing 
110  wrong,  than  for  doing  of 
any  good.  Sold  fo  cot  did  inuo- 


cens. 


Thomas  Evans,  paffionately 
violent  in  any  thing,  firft  a  co¬ 
venanter,  then  an  eager  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  negative  oath ;  af¬ 
terwards  moft  impetuous  againft 
a  fingle  perfon,  efpecially  the 
Family  of  his  now  Majeftie, 
an  aftive  captain  of  horfe,  and 
his  fon  David  of  foote,  under 
the  late  Committee  of  Safety, 
paffing  an  oath  upon  others  for 
their  fidelity  to  the  faid  Com¬ 
mittee,  endeavouring  to  incite 
men  about  the  beginning  of 
April  laft,  to  take  arms  agajnft 
General  Monke;  impatient  with¬ 
out  an  office,  ,and  tyrannical 
in  it. 

John  Vaughan,  one  that  will, 
upon  fitts,  talke  loud  for  mo¬ 
narchy  ;  but  fcrupulous  to  wet 
his  finger  to  advance  it.  He 
ferved  Burgefs  for  Cardigan,  in 
the  long  Parliament ;  but  quitted 
it  upon  Strafford’s  tryal,  named 
by  his  Majefty  one  of  the  Com- 
rniffioners  to  attend  the  treaty 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight;  but  re- 
fufed  it,  perfonaily  advyfed 
Cromwell  to  put  the  Crown  on 
his  owne  head,  purchafed  Me- 
Venith,  one  of  his  late  Maje- 
ffy’s  manors,  within  the  county 
of  Cardigan,  perfonaily  shifted 


the  taking  in  of  Aberyffwith,  a 
garrifon  then  kept  for  his  late 
Majefty.  Thefe  fervices  kept 
him  from  fequeftration,  bore 
offices  in  the  late  feveral  govern¬ 
ments.  vHe  is  of  good  parts  ; 
but  putts  to  high  a  value  on 
them,  infolently  proud,  and 
matchlefsly  pernicious,  by  lend¬ 
ing  800/.  to  Colonel  Philip 
Jones,  and  other  favorites  of 
the  late  tymes,  procured  the 
command  of  the  county  he 
liveth  in,  to  continue  on  his 
friends  and  dependents  to  this 
day. 

Harry  V aughan,  any  thing 
for  money,  a  profelyte  and  fa¬ 
vorite  to  all  the  changes  of 
times,  a  fherif  for  his  late  Ma¬ 
jefty,  afterwards  for  Cromwell, 
juftice  of  peace  under  each, 
tyrant  in  power,  mifchievous 
by  deceit :  his  motto  qui  nefat 
difjimulore  nejcit  vivcre. 

John  Jones,  one  that  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  firft  publique  diffe¬ 
rences  for  monarchy,  and  much 
fuffeied  by  reafon  thereof;  yet 
in  1647,  he  affifted  the  reducing 
of  Aberyffwith,  a  garrifon  then 
holderi  for  the  King,  it  was 
thought  upon  a  perfonall  injury 
offered  him  ;  his  principles  be¬ 
ing  without  queftion  ftedfaftly 
fixed  for  monarchy,  and  the 
true  heir  thereof ;  for  he  was 
conftantly  imprifoned,  on  all 
fecuring,  payd  a  deepe  fine  in 
Goldfmith’s  Hall,  decimated 
and  grievoufly  fequeftred,  de- 
clyned,  though  fometimes  ten- 
dred  publique  offices  what- 
foever  ;  the  conftant  objeft  of  the 
phanatique  hatred  ;  but  one  of 
mean  parts,  only  wife  in  that  ho 
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'  is  partly  fenfible  of  the  meanefs  fame.  He  hath  done  much 
of  them.  good,  and  is  ill  rewarded  by 

James  Philips,  one  that  had  thofe  he  delerved  moll  of. 
the  fortune  to  be  in  with  all  John  Lloyd,  a  royalill  of  an 
tymes,  yet  thrived  by  none,  even  temper,  quitted  all  offices 
an  argument  that  covetoufnefs  in  1643,  compounded  for  his 
(the  root  of  all  evil)  was  not  the  delinquency,  liveth  a  retired 
motive  for  him  to  undertake  hofpitable  life,  neither  ambiti- 
employments;  his  genius  is  to  ous,  nor  a  contemner  of  thofe 
undertake  publique  affayres,  publique  employments  that  his 
•  regarding  fome  tymes  more  the  fortune  and  capacity  do  de* 

!  employment  than  the  authority  ferve0 
j  from  whom  lie  received  the 

:  •  •'  ' 

■  *  r  v 

.  •  ■  • 

1 
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An  Account  of  an  ancient  Game  formerly  ufed  in  Pembrokefhire , 
South  Wales ,  (and  not  till  of  late  years  entirely  difufed  in  Jome 
parts  of  it ) from  a  Manuscript  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth . 
By  one  of  that  Country ,  who  had  himf elf  been  often  an  Aclor 
in  it . 


#  TJEING  drawne  to  fpeake 

JD  of  the  exercife  of  the  bo- 
die,  I  cannot  overpafle  a  game 
ufed  in  +  one  parte  of  Pem¬ 
brokefhire,  among  the  welch- 
men,  both  rare  to  heare,  trouble- 
fome  to  defcribe,  and  painfull 
to  pra£life,  yet,  for  the  raritie 
thereof,  I  crave  pardon  to  trou¬ 
ble  you,  and  though  fomewhat 
long,  yet  as  brieffe  as  I  may. 
This  game  is  called  Knapp  an , 
and  not  unfitly  as  {hall  be  (hew¬ 
ed .  The  game  is  thought  to  be 
of  great7  antiquitie,  and  is  as 
followeth. 

The  ancient  Britaines,  being 
naturally  a  warlike  nation,  did, 
noe  doubt  for  the  exercife  of 
their  youth,  in  tyme  of  peace, 
and  to  avoyd  idlenes,  devife 
games  of  aftivitie,  where  ech 
man  might  fhewe  his  natural 
prowes  and  agility,  as,  fome  for 
ffrength  of  the  body,  by  wraft- 
ling,  lifting  of  heavie  burdens ; 


others,  for  the  arme,  as  in  call¬ 
ing  the  barre,  fledge-ftone,  or 
hurling  the  bowle  or  ball ;  others 
yt  excelled  in  fwiftnes  of 
Foote,  to  wynne  praife  therein 
by  running,  and  furely  for  the 
exercife  of  the  partes  aforefayd, 
this  Knappan  was  prudent  lie  in¬ 
vented,  had  ye  fame  continued 
without  abufe  thereof,  for  in  it, 
befide  the  exercife  of  the  bodily 
ffrengthe,  it  is  not  without  re- 
femblans  of  warlike  providence 
as  (hall  be  hereafter  declared, 
and  firft,  before  I  defcribe  you 
ye  play,  I  will  let  you  knowe 
that  this  Knappan  hapneth  and 
falleth  out  to  be  by  two  meanes, 
the  one  is  a  fetled  or  (landing 
Knappan,  the  daie  and  place  be¬ 
ing  knowne,  and  yearly  haunted 
and  obferved.  Of  thefe  Knap¬ 
pan  dayes  in  Pembrokefhire, 
were  wont  to  be  five  in  number, 
the  firft,  at  the  Burye  fandes, 
between  theparifhes  of  Nevarne 


*  To  account  for  this  abrupt  beginning,  it  will  be  perhaps  neceffary  to  obferve, 
that  the  prefent  paper  is  only  a  part  of  a  Tracft,  on  the  gymnaftic  exercifes  of  the 
County  of  Pembroke,  at  the  time  it  was  written,  which,  on  a  future  occafion,  may 
be  preferred  to  the  public,  by  the  means  of  this  vehicle.  It  is  hoped  no  apology 
will  be  required,  for  giving  it  in  the  ancient  fpelling  of  the  original. 

+  Particularly  in  the  Hundred  of  Kernes,  where  the  genuine  Britifh  chara&er 
and  fpirit,  notwithstanding  the  Norman  and  Flemifh  intrufion,  maintained  its  ground 
to  the  laft,  and  is  to  this  day  difcovered  in  greater  purity,  both  with  refpedl  to  the 
language,  and  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  than  _in  any  other  diftridt  ol  the 
count  y<> 

and 
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and  Newporte,  upon  Shroft- 
tuefday  yearly  ;  the  fecond  at 
Pont  Gy  non,  on  Eafter-monday, 
between  the  parifhes  of  Melinev 
and  Eglwyferrowe ;  the  third, 
on  Low  Eafterday,  at  Pwll  dn 
in  Penbedw,  betweene  the  pa¬ 
rifhes  of  Penrith  and  Penbedw; 
the  4th  and  5th  was  wont  to  be 
at  St.  Meigan’s  in  Kemes,  be¬ 
tweene  Kemes  men  on  the  one 
parte,  and  Emlyn  men,  and  the 
men  of  Cardiganfhire  with  them, 
of  the  other  parte,  the  fir  ft  upon 
Afcenfion  day,  the  other  upon 
Corpus  Xti  day,  and  thefe  two 
laft  were  the  great  and  mayne 
playes,  farre  exceeding  any  of 
the  former  in  multitude  of  peo¬ 
ple,  for  at  thefe  places  there 
hath  often  tymes  ben  efteemed 
two  thoufande  foot,  befidehorfe- 
men.  And  at  thefe  dayes  and 
places,  were  thefe  games  wont 
1  yerely  to  be  exercifed  without 
any  match  making  or  appoint¬ 
ment;  and  therefore  I  calle  thefe 
i  Handing  Knappans ;  other  the 
!  like  plays  would  often  times  be, 

1  by  makeing  of  matche  betweene 
.  two  gentlemen,  and  that  at  fuch 
:  holy-day  or  Sonday  as  pleafed 
them  to  appointe,  the  tyme  and 
place,  which  moft  commonly 
fell  out  to  be  the  greateft  plaies, 
for  in  thefe  matches,  the  pen- 
jtlemen  would  divide  the  pa- 
jrifhes,  hundreds  or  {hires,  be¬ 
tweene  them,  and  then  would 
eche  laboure  to  bring  the  great- 
left  number,  and  would  therein 
lentreate  all  his  friendes  and 
kinfmen  in  every  parifh  to  com 
and  brin  his  parilh  wholly  with 
ihim,  by  which  meanes  great 
inumbers  would  moft  ufually 
jneete,  and  therefore  againii 


thefe  matches  there  would  alfoe 
reforte  to  the  place,  divers  vic¬ 
tuallers,  wth  meate,  drinke,  and 
wine  of  all  fortes,  alfoe  mer¬ 
chants,  mercers,  and  pedlers, 
would  provide  ftales  and  bothes 
to  fhewe  and  utter  theire  wares; 
and  for  thefe  caufesfome  to  play, 
fome  to  eate  and  drinke,  fome 
to  buy,  fome  to  fell,  others  to 
fee,  and  others  to  be  feene,  (you 
knowe  what  kinde  I  meane) 
great  multitudes  of  people 
would  reforte  befide  the  players; 
they  contende  not  for  any  wager 
or  valuable  thinge,  but  only  for 
glory  and  renown,  firft  for  the 
fame  of  theire  countrey  in  gene¬ 
ral!,  next  every  particular 
to  wynn  prayfe  for  his  a£H- 
vitie  and  prowes,  which  two 
confiderations  ardently  enflame 
the  mindes  of  the  youthful  peo¬ 
ple,  to  ftrive  to  the  death  for 
glory  and  fame,  which  they 
efteeme  dearer  unto  them  than 
worldlie  wealthe.  Their  match¬ 
es  are  commonly  made  without 
Hint  of  number,  but  as  they 
happen  to  come,  wherein  alfoe 
appeareth  a  policie,  which  {hall 
be  {hewed  hereafter,  for  the 
weaker  number  to  fave  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  their  countrey  againeft  the 
greater  multitude. 

The  companiones  being  come 
together,  about  one  or  two  of 
the  clock  in  the  afternoone,  be- 
ginneth  the  play  in  this  forte, 
after  a  crye  made,  both  parties 
drawe  together  into  fome  plaine, 
all  firft  if  ripped  bare,  faving  a 
light  paire  of  breeches,  bare 
headded,  bare  bodied,  bare 
legges  and  feete,  their  cloathes 
being  layd  together  in  greate 
heapes,  under  the  charge  of  cer- 
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ten  keepers,  appointed  for  the 
purpofe,  for  if  he  leave  but  his 
fhirte  on  his  backe,  in  the  furie 
of  the  game  it  is  molt  commonly 
torne  to  peeces,  and  I  have  alfoe 
feene  fome  long  locked  gallants 
trymly  trimmed  at  this  game, 
not  by  powling,  but  by  pulling 
theire  haire  and  beardes;  for 
wafhing  balles  the  barber  ufeth 
but  his  fiftes,  and  infteede  of 
warme  water,  taketh  luke-warme 
bludd  out  of  the  nofe,  mouth, 
and  face,  of  the  younker.  This 
kinde  of  trymming  they  all  doe 
gratis,  without  afking  any  thing 
for  their  paynes. 

The  foote  companyes  thus 
meeting,  there  is  a  round  bowle 
prepared  of  a  reafonable  quan- 
titie,  foe  as  a  man  may  holde  it 
in  his  hande,  and  noe  more,  this 
boule  is  of  fome  maftie  wood,  as 
boxe,  ewe,  crabb  or  holy-tree, 
and  fhould  be  boyled  in  tallowe 
for  to  make  it  flippery,  and  hard 
to  be  holden;  this  boule  is  call¬ 
ed  Knappan,  and  is  by  one  of 
the  company  hurled  bolt  up¬ 
right  to  the  ayere,  and  at  the 
falle,  he  that  catcheth  it,  hurleth 
it  towardes  the  countrey  he  play- 
eth  for,  (for  gole  or  appointed 
place  there  is  none,  neither 
needeth  ame)  for  the  play  is  not 
given  over  untill  the  Knappan 
be  foe  farre  carried  that  there  is 
noe  hope  to  returne  it  backe 
that  night,  for  the  carrying  it  a 
mile  or  tw'oe  miles  from  the 
firlf  place  is  not  lofing  of  the 
honour,  foe  it  be  fill l  followed 
by  the  company  and  the  play 
fbill  maintayned ;  it  is  often-- 
tymes  feene  the  chafe  to  followe 
two  miles  and  more  in  heat  of 
courfe,  both  by  the  horfe  and 


foote.  The  Knappan  heingc 
once  caft  forth,  you  fhall  fee  the 
fame  tolled  backwarde  and  for- 

•  1  1 

warde,  by  hurling  throwes  in 
ftraunge  forte  ;  for  in  three  or 
foure  throwes  you  fhall  fee  the 
whole  body  of  the  game  remo¬ 
ved  half  a  myle  and  more,  and 
in  this  forte  it  is  a  ftraunge  fight 
to  fee  a  1000  or  1500  naked 
men  to  come  neere  together  in 
a  clufter  in  followinge  the 
Knappan,  as  the  fame  is  hurled 
backwarde  and  forwarde  ;  there 
are  befide  the  corps  or  mayne 
bodie  of  the  play,  certaine 
fcout.es  or  forerunners,  whofe 
charge  is  alwaies  to  keepe  be¬ 
fore  the  Knappan  which  way  fo 
ever  it  pafles ;  thefe  alwaies  be 
of  the  adverfe  partie,  between 
the  other  partie  and  home,  leaft 
by  furreption  the  Knappan 
fhould  be  fnatched  by  a  bor¬ 
derer  of  the  game,  and  foe  car¬ 
ried  away  by  foote  or  horfe.  To 
thofe  fcouts  you  fhall  all  day 
heere  the  bodie  of  the  mayne 
plaie  crie,  with  loude  voyces, 
cadw  61,  that  is,  look  well  to  their 
backs,  as  though  theire  cheefe 
care  lay  in  that  pomte,  as  it  doth 
in  deede,  if  the  Knappan  come 
into  the  hands  of  a  luftie  hinder 
he  throweth  the  fame  in  a  won¬ 
derful  forte  towardes  his  coun¬ 
trey,  further  than  anie  man 
would  judge  the  ftrength  of  the 
arme  were  able  ;  if  it  hapneth  to 
the  hande s  of  a  goode  footeman, 
he  prefently  fengleth  himfelfe 
and  runneth,  and  breaketh  out 
of  the  bodie  of  the  game  into 
fome  plaine  grounde  in  the 
fwifteft  forte  he  can,  which 
beeinge  perceaved,  all  the  com- 
paniejolloweth  where  the  good 

foote- 
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footemanfhipp  of  all  the  com¬ 
pany  is  plainlie  defcerned,  be¬ 
ing  a  comfortable  fight  to  fee  5 
or  600  good  footemen  to  follow 
in  chafe  a  myle  or  two,  as  a 
greyhound  after  a  hare,  where 
you  fhall  fee  fome  game  in  run¬ 
ning  upon  his  precedentes,  fome 
forced  to  come  behinde  thofe 
that  were  once  foremoft,  which 
greatly  delighteth  the  beholders, 
and  forceth  them  to  follow  like- 
wife,  to  lee  the  pleafure  of  the 
chafe,  and  thus  the  one  feeketh 
to  wynn  honor  by  hys  footeman- 
flrip  untill  he  be  overtaken  by  a 
better  runner,  or  encountered 
bv  one  ol  the  fcoutes,  which 
will  not  fade  to  meete  him  ;  and 
when  he  feeth  himfelfe  neere 
furprifed,  or  that  his  breathe  or 
legges  faile  him,  he  hurleth  the 
boule  forward  towards  his  coun¬ 
trey  with  a  greate  violence,  and 
perchance  it  lighteth  to  fome  of 
his  fellowes,  who  caryeth  the 
fame  as  farre  againe,  which  not- 
withftanding  is  not  given  over  as 
long  as  the  mayne  bodie  is  any 
thing  neere  at  hand  ;  and  when 
the  boule  hapneth  to  one  of  the 
contrarie  parte,  it  cometh  back 
againe  as  faft  :  and  in  this  forte 
you  lhall  in  an  open  feeld  fee  2000 
naked  people  followe  this  boule 
backwarde  and  forwarde,  Eft, 
Weft,  South,  and  North  ;  foe 
that  a  ftraunger  that  cafuallie 
Ihould  fee  fuch  a  multitude  foe 
ranging  naked,  would  thinke 
them  diffracted.  It  is  ftraunge 
to  behold  with  what  egernefs 
this  play  is  followed ;  for  in  the 
furie  of  the  chafe,  they  refpefct 
neither  hedge,  ditch,  pale,  or 
walle,  hille,  dale,  bufhes,  river, 
Qr  rocke,  or  any  other  paffable 


iyl 

impediment ;  but  all  feemeth 
plaine  unto  them,  wherein  alfoe 

_a.  j 

they  fhewe  fuche  agillitie  in  run¬ 
ning,  fuch  aclivitie  in  leaping, 
fuch  ftrength  and  fkillfull  deli- 
verance  m  hurling,  fuch  bould- 
nefs  in  affaulting,  fuch  ftout- 
nefs  in  refilling,  fuch  pollicie  in 
inventing,  fuch  fkill  in  prevent¬ 
ing,  as  taking  them  out  of  theire 
game,  they  are  not  able  to  per- 
forme  or  invent  halfe  the  prowes 
01  devifes  fhewed  in  the  fame ;  a 
thing  much  noted  of  men  of 
judgement.  The  horfmen  have 
monftrous  cudgel les,  of  three 
foote  and  a  halfe  long,  as  big  as 
the  party  is  well  able  to  weld,  and 
he  that  thinketh  himfelfe  well 
horfed,  maketh  meanes  to  his 
friends  ol  the  footmen  to  have 
the  Knappan  delivered  him, 
which  being  gotten,  he  putteth 
fpurres,  and  away  as  faft  as  the 
legges  will  cary, after  him  runneth 
the  reft  ol  the  horfmen,  and  if 
they  can  overtake  him,  he  fum- 
moneth  a  delivery  of  the  Knap- 
pan,  which  fhould  be  thrife,  by 
lawe  ol  the  game  ;  but  now  they 
fcarfe  give  it  over  till  he  ftrike, 
and  if  he  held  the  Knappan,  it 
is  law  lull  for  the  affahant  to 
beat  him  with  his  codgell  till  he 
deliver  it ;  the  belt  of  foote 
troupes  alfoe  will  followe  the 
horfe,  who  are  foe  well  enfeyn- 
ed  by  the  often  excercife  of  this 
game,  as  that  when  the  horfmen 
miffe  to  fetch  up  the  Knappan, 
the  loote  will  often  recover  the 
fame,  and  will  in  heate  of  chafe 
followe  the  knappan  two  or 
three  my  les,  till  the  horfe  be 
fpent,  and  will  bringe  backe  the 
knappan  when  it  is  out  figh  and 
paft  hope.  This  excercife,  if 
&  due 
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due  orders  were  obferved,  and 
the  abufes  reformed,  were  a 
moll  warrlike  exercife,  both  for 
horfe  and  foote  ;  but  the  disor¬ 
ders  are  foe  increafed,  that  the 
play  is  banifhed  and  almod  for- 
faken  ;  for  by  the  anciente  cuf- 
tome  of  the  play,  the  footmen 
were  not  to  ufe  any  thinge  but 
the  bare  fide,  neither  was  it 
permitted  to  the  horfmen  to 
come  amonge  the  foote  troupes, 
for  that  the  footmen  playing  all 
bare  footed,  may  receve  great 
annoyance  by  the  horfe,  and 
therefore  it  was  permitted  for 
the  foote  to  chafe  the  horfmen 
from  among  them,  by  hurling 
flones  at  them ;  alfoe  the  horf- 
mens  cogell  was  to  be  affifed 
by  drawing  it  throwe  a  ring, 
made  for  the  purpofe,  and  the 
fame  to  be  of  hafell,  foe  as  the 
fame  might  harme,  but  not 
inightihe  hurte  any  perfon ; 
alfoe  it  was  not  lawfull  to  drike 
anie  man  having  the  knappan  ; 
but  after  three  Summons  or  de- 
mandes  to  hurle  of  the  knap¬ 
pan,  which  if  he  did  deliver 
from  him,  he  was  to  red  in 
peace,  and  free  from  the  baf- 
tinado,  neither  might  anie  horf- 
man  or  foot  be  aflaulted  that 
had  not  the  knappan,  nor  longer 
to  be  cogelled  then  he  held  the 
fame.  1'hefe  and  divers  other 
good  ordinances,  as  the  reporte 
goeth,  hath  been  belonging  to 
this  game  in  old  tyme;  but  now 
at  this  playe  privat  grudges  are 
revenged,  foe  that  for  every 
fmall  occafion  they  fall  be  the 
eares,  which  being  but  once 
kindled  betweene  two,  all  per- 
fons  of  both  Tides  becom  parties, 
foe  that  fomtymes  you  fhall  fee 
^  or  600  naked  men  beating  in 


a  cluder  together  as  fad  as  the 
fiftes  can  goe,  and  theire  parte 
mud  be  taken,  every  man  with 
his  company,  foe  that  you  Shall 
fee  two  brothers,  the  one  beat¬ 
ing  the  other,  the  man  the  mai¬ 
ler,  and  friend  againd  friend ; 
they  nowe  allfoe  will  not  dicke 
to  take  upp  dones,  and  there 
with  in  their  fides  beat  theire  fel- 
lowes,  the  horfmen  will  intrude 
and'  ride  into  the  footmen's 
troopes,  the  horfman  chofeth 
the  greated  cudgell  he  can  gett, 
and  the  fame  of  oak,  afhe, 
blackethorne,  or  crab-tree,  and 
foe  huge  as  it  were  able  to  drike 
down  an  ox  or  horfe ;  he  will 
alfoe  aflalt  any  for  privat  grudge, 
that  hath  not  the  knappan,  or 
cogell  him  after  he  hath  dealt 
the  fame  from  him,  and  when 
one  blowe  is  given  all  faleth 
by  the  eares,  each  affaulting 
other  with  thefe  unreafonable 
cogells,  fparing  neither  head, 
face,  nor  anie  parte  of  the 
bodie,  the  footmen  fall  foe 
clofe  to  it,  being  once  kindled, 
as  they  wholly  forgett  the  plaie, 
and  fall  to  beating  till  they  be 
out  of  breath,  and  then  Some 
number  holde  theire  handes  upp 
over  theire  heads,  and  crye 
Heddwch  Heddwch ,  that  is 
peace,  peace,  and  often  tymes 
this  parteth  them,  and  to  theire 
plaie  they  goe  anewe;  neither 
may  there  be  anie  looker  on  at 
this  game,  but  all  mud  be  adfors; 
for  foe  is  the  cudome  and  cur- 
tefie  of  the  plaie,  tor  if  one  that 
cometh  with  a  purpofe  onely  to 
fee  the  game,  be  he  foote  or 
horfman,  when  the  multitude 
fhall  enclofe  him  in,  as  often 
tymes  in  following  of  the  boule 
is  feene  to  happen,  and  then 
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tlie  looker  on  being  in  the 
midcleft  ol  the  troupe,  is  made  a 
player,  by  giving  him  a  bafto- 
nado  or  two,  if  he  be  on  horfe, 
and  by  lending  him  halte  a 
dozen  cuffes  if  he  be  on  loote  ; 
this  much  may  a  ftraunger  have 
of  curtefie,  although  he  expert 
nothing  at  their  handes. 

You  (hall  fee  gamefters  re- 
turne  home  Irom  this  playe, 
with  broaken  heads,  black-  faces, 
brufed  bodies,  and  lame  legges, 
yett  laughing  and  merily  jelling 
at  theire  harmes,  telling  theire 
adverfaries  how  he  brake  his 
head,  to  another  that  he  ftrocke 
him  on  the  face,  and  how  he  re- 
payed  the  fame  to  him  againe, 
and  all  this  in  good  myrth,  with¬ 
out  grudge  or  hatred  ;  and  it  any 
be  in  arrereges  to  the  other,  they 
fcore  it  up  till  the  next  playe, 
and  in  the  meane  tyme,  will  con¬ 
tinue  loving  friendes ;  whereas 
if  the  leaft  of  thefe  blowes  be 
offered  out  of  this  playe,  it  pre- 
fentlie  breedeth  unquencheable 
quarrells ;  by  this  you  fee  the 
Horfman’s  game,  is  right  horfe 
playe,  and  their  lawe  plain  Staf¬ 
ford  lawe. 

If  the  one  partie  perceive  it- 
felf  to  be  overmatched  in  num¬ 
ber,  which  is  knowne  bv  the 
over  manie  throwes  on  that  fide, 
and  fo  for  feare  to  loafe  the 
honor  of  that  dayes  worke, 
theire  pollicie  is  to  make  as 
manie  thronges  and  ftopps  as 
they  can,  which  in  Welih  they 
call  *Cade,  which  is  to  ftoppe 


and  hould  the  boule  from  plaie, 
and  is  don  in  this  forte  :  one  of 
the  weaker  fide,  hapning  on  the 
Knappan,  clappeth  the  fame 
agc  his  belly,  holding  it  fall  with 
both  his  handes,  another  ol  his 
company  clafpeth  him  aboute 
the  my  die,  turning  face  to  face, 
foe  then  is  the  Knappan  in 
faftnefs  betweene  both  theire 
bellies,  and  then  cometh  more 
of  the  fame  fyde,  and  layeth 
gripes  on,  and  round  about  them 
both,  foe  that  you  Ihall  fee  a 
100  or  iso  thus  cluttered  toge¬ 
ther,  as  bees  when  a  fwarme  is 
knitt  together,  the  boule  being 
in  the  middeft  of  them,  which 
the  other  partie  feeketh  to  open 
or  undoe  by  haling  and  pulling, 
but  in  vayne  foe  long,  till  the 
firft  men  be  out  of  breath,  and  can 
endure  this  labour  noe  longer ; 
thus  you  fhall  have  the  boule 
flopped  a  quarter  of  an  houre, 
and  then  another  company  un- 
dertaketh  the  like  toyle,  and  thus 
by  8  or  9  throngs,  they  will 
weare  out  the  daye,  and  give 
over  playe  without  difgrace  to 
themfelves  and  theire  coun¬ 
trey. 

The  throwes  which  are  made 
in  this  game,  and  which  are 
ftraunoe  to  beholde,  be  called 
by  the  name  of  \Llyw  or  Llyzvo , 
which  is  not  to  be  applied  to 
any  kind  of  throwing,  but  of 
the  Knappan  onely,  which  Vir¬ 
gil,  in  deferibing  this  game, 
termeth  “  Mag  no  ingyro 
curvatis  fpaens ,”  by  reafon  of 


*  I  prefume  the  Author  means  Cad,  which  is  the  imperative  of  Cadw,  to  keep,  or 
hold  faft.  F. 

+  I  can’t  difeover  the  affinity  between  Lly-ro  and  (as  T  apprehend  it  (hould  be 
written)  Llywio ,  and  throwing,  unlefs  it  fignify,  that  the  throws  in  this  game  govern 
it;  the  whole  feeming  to  depend  on  them.  F. 

the 
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the  great  compafs  which  the 
boule  maketh  in  flieing. 

This  playe  of  Knappan, 
feemeth  to  be  an  ancient  ex- 
ercife,  defcended  to  us  Welfh- 
men,  from  our  firft  progenitors 
the  Trojans  ;  for  the  heroicall 
poet  Virgil,  in  defcribing  the 
rage  of  Queene  Amata,  wife  to 


King  Latinos,  being  enraged  by 
poyfbn  of  Alefto  tor  the  intend¬ 
ed  marriage  of  her  Lavinia  with 
our  ancient  progenitor  yEneas, 
could  not  better  defcribe  the 
fame,  then  by  comparing  her 
madd  rage  to  the  fury  of  this 
game : 


“  Immenfam  fine  more  furit,  lymphata  per  urbem 
Ceu  quondam  forte  volitans  l'uhverbere  turbo 
(guem  Pueri  magno  in  gyro  vacua  atria  circum 
Intend  Ludo  excercent,  ilie  adlus  habena 
Curvatis  fertur  fpaciis,  flupet  infcia  turba 
Impubefque  manus  mirata  volubile  Buxum. 

Dant  animos  plagse,  non  curfu  fegwior  illo 
Per  medias  Urbes  agitur.” 

Virgil  JEneid.  7th.  Lin.  377# 

/  V  ' 

Which,  to  interprett,  I  will  Mr.  Doftor  Phaer,  in  histranf- 
l*fe  the  wordes  of  oure  coun-  lation  of  that  author,  which  are 
treyman  and  worthie  fcholar*  thefe : 


She  rayling,  rampes,  and  runnes,  and  througbe  the  towne  file  troubleth  all, 
Much  like  as  when  by  ftrength  of  fling,  is  caft  a  whirling  hall, 

Whom  boyes  for  their  difport,  in  cloyfter  wide,  or  vacant  hall, 

Intentive  drive  -with  noife,  it  throwen  with  force,  before  them  falles ; 

The  carelefs  prease,  purfues  with  wond’ring  much,  the  bowle  of  box, 

From  youth  to  youth  that  rolles,  theire  courage  kindleth  more  by  knoxe, 

N  one  otherwife,  and  with  no  lefle  concurres,  (he  gads  about, 

Through  cities,  myds  and  townes,  and  people  thick,  fhe  gathereth  out.’* 


And  in  the  margent,  Mr. 
Phaer,  being  as  well  acquainted 
with  this  game,  as  p raft i fed  in 
the  author,  layeth  this  note  upon 
the  place  :  “  This  playe  is  ufed 


in  Wales,  and  the  ball  is  called 
Knappan,”  whereby  he  feemeth 
to  underhand  the  Knappan  nowe 
ufed  in  this  countrey,  to  be  the 
fame  plaie  fpoken  of  by  Virgil^ 


*  Dodtor  Phaer,  was  a  phyfician ;  and  I  believe  the  firft  of  bis  family  who  re- 
fided  in  Pernbrokefhire,  being  the  Son  of  Thomas  Phaer,  of  Norwich,  Efq.  by  Clara, 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Goodyear,  Knight,  of  London,  he  married  Anne,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Walter,  Alderman,  of  Carmarthen,  by  whom  he  left  two  daughters;  he 
tranflated  Virgil  in  his  retirement  on  the  Banks  of  the  Tivy,  and  was  buried  at  Kil- 
gerran  Church.  In  an  old  manufeript  by  me,  I  find  this  brief  cbgradter  of  him  ; 

Thomas  Phaer,  Debtor  of  Phyfick,  a  man  honored  for  his  learninge,  commended  for 
his  government,  and  beloved  for  his  pleafante  natural  conceiptes  ;  he  chofe  Pembroke- 
fhire  for  his  earthly  place,  where  he  lived  worfhipfully,  and  ended  his  dayes  to  the 
greeffe  of  all  good  men,  at  the  Forcft  of  Kilgerren,  being  his  chofen  feat;  he  trans¬ 
lated  the  Eneydos  of  Virgil,  a  worke  of  none  worthilie  commended,  though  com¬ 
mended  of  moft,  fhewing  in  the  Audi  or,  his  great  fkili,  learninge,  and  aptnes  of 
nature.’*  F. 

ufed 


ANTIQUITIES. 


ufed  in  ancient  tyme  among  the 
people  of  Eneas,  and  our  ancient 
cozens  the  Cornilh  men,  have 
the  felfe  fame  exercife  among 
them  yett  obferved,  which  they 
call  Hurling ,  whereby  it  feemeth 
this  exercife  is  more  ancient, 
than  orderly  obferved. 

Thus  having  tyred  myfelfe, 
in  defcribing  this  unruly  playe, 
I  will  here  ende  with  a  merie 
jelle  or  two,  touching  the  fame 
fporte  :  On  a  tyme,  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  good  note,  being  defi- 
rous  to  fee  the  game  and  being 
well  mounted  on  a  layer  gelding, 
made  meanes  that  he  had  the 
Knappan  delivered  him,  and  putt 
his  horfe  to  his  footmanfhip, 
who  farre  exceeding  any  of  the 
company  for  ftature  and  good 
keeping,  thought  himfelfe  lure 
from  overtaking,  but  his  gelding 
falling  once  out  ol  breath,  began 
to  flack,  and  the  gentleman  was 
overtaken  by  an  old  grey-head- 
ded  countrey  fwayne,  hoarfe  in 
Voyce,  and  rude  in  maners, 
mounted  upon  a  little  leane 
nagg,  furnilhed  with  a  padd  and 
coller,  but  better  breathed  then 
the  hall-fed  gelding,  fummoned 
the  gentleman  to  dele  the  Knap¬ 
pan,  who  fcorning  the  fellowe, 
fpurred  on,  and  at  the  third 
fummons,  the  old  rider  (hewed 
the  gentleman  the  lawe  of  game, 
and  with  his  cogell,  ineafured 
the  breadeth  of  his  fhoulders, 
and  againe  and  againe,  then  on 
the  head,  and  on  as  lail  as  he 
could  untill  the  gentleman  cryed 

O  J 

amayne,  and  looking  aboute, 
faw  non  but  himfelle  and  this 
rude  Knappaner  in  place,  de- 
fired  him  to  hold  his  bande  (if 
he  were  a  man]  till  he  might 


draw  the  Knappan  out  of  his 
hofe,  and  delivered  the  Knappan 
to  the  old  man,  with  Chrift’s 
curfe,  and  his  with  it,  and  foe 
did  this  old  man  conjure  the 
fiend  out  of  his  hofe,  that  foe 
tormented  him,  and  the  gentle¬ 
man  delyvered  out  of  danger  ; 
and  at  his  coming  that  night  to 
his  lodging,  being  a  brother's 
houfe  of  his,  fware  the  playe 
was  aptly  called  Knappan,  for, 
fayd  he,  I  have  gotten  by  it 
(lores  oi  knappes  on  my  head 
and  fhoulders. — Another  young 
man  havinge  once  a  horfback, 
caried  away  the  Knappan,  which 
he  turned  to  his  greate  prayfe — 
the  next  playe  came ;  well  to 
the  game  alluring  himfelle  to 
doe  the  like,  rod  up  and  downe 
a  greate  parte  oi  the  day,  and 
miffed  to  have  in  handling, 
whereupon  he  devyfed  a  waye 
to  deceive  the  people,  by  making 
them  belevee  he  had  the  Knap¬ 
pan,  fmgled  himfelfe  out  oi  the 
companie,  and  in  a  faire  large 
plaine,  put  his  horfe  to  runne 
away  race,  which  being  defcern- 
ed,  all  the  horfmen  followed 
thinking  he  had  the  Knappan  ; 
in  the  end  being  overtaken,  was 
fummoned  to  caff  the  Knappan, 
but  he  fpurred  on,  the  other,  in 
the  ende,  layd  one  loade  on  his 
head  and  fhoulders,  till  he  cried, 
leave,  I  have  not  the  Knappan, 
the  other  would  not  truft  his 
word,  ff  ill  willed  him  with 
ftripes,  to  lay  dowrn  the  Knappan, 
then  he  fware  by  God,  he  had  it 
not ;  the  other  would  not  be- 
leave  his  oathe  without  a  booke, 
which  he  had  no  leafure  to  hold 
him,  layd  on  foe  faff,  that  he 
llrake  him  downe,  and  lighting, 

riffled 
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riffled  and  rent  his  hofe,  and 
cloathes,  and  then  perceived  he 
had  not  the  Knappan,  fayd  he 
would  believe  hys  word  the  next 
tyme ;  but  gave  him  his  blefflng ; 
that  he  cryed  och  !  for  cofening 
him  of  a  beating  in  that  forte ; 
and  foe  he  returned  to  his  fel- 
lowes,  where  he  found  the 
Knappan  tolled  between  them, 
and  made  his  complainte  to  them 
how  he  had  been  deceived. — 
Another  pretie  conceyte  worthe 
the  remembring,  uttered  by  one 
in  the  yeare  1588,  when  the 
Spaniardes  were  with  theire 
termed  (not  truely)  invincible 
navy  on  the  coaft,  feeing  in  the 
Knappan  a  multitude  of  horfe  and 
footmen,  all  by  the  eares  fight¬ 
ing,  to  number  of  6  or  700, 
whereof  moll  were  hurt  and 
bloody,  alked  how  this  would  be 
pacified  ?  Well,  faid  one,  this  is 
all  in  playe,  and  will  be  taken  in 
good  parte.  It  this  be  but  playe, 
quoth  the  other  man,  I  could 
wilh  the  Spaniardes  were  here 
to  fee  our  playes  in  England, 
certes  they  would  be  in  bodily 
feare  of  our  warre. 

Another  poore  man,  A.  D. 
1587,  being  a  yeare  of  great 
fcarcide  of  come,  and  having 


gone  out  of  his  countrey  for 
want  of  bread,  feeing  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  naked  men  haling  and 
pulling  one  at  another  up  and 
downe  the  fieldes,  after  the  Knap¬ 
pan,  never  feene  by  him  before, 
alked  about  what  they  ftrived  in 
that  forte,  was  anfwered,  they 
ftrived  who  fhould  have  the 
Knappan ;  what  (quoth  he)  is 
that  Knappan  ?  It  is,  fayd  the 
other,  a  boule  of  wood  little 
bigger  then  my  fift.  O  fooles ! 
fayd  the  other,  to  keepe  fuch  a 
fturre  for  a  peece  of  wood,  they 
would,  I  warrant  you,  ftrive 
mightily,  if  there  were  a  penv 
loafe  of  bread  caft  in  among 
them,  who  fhould  have  it. 

This  which  I  have  written  of 
this  Knappan,  I  writt  tnofl  as 
TeJ  is  oculatus ,  for  that  I  have 
beene  oftentymes  an  agent  and 
patient  at  this  unruly  exercife, 
and  often  have  felt  the  fmarte  that 
I  have  written,  (efpecially  of  the 
horfe  playe)  and  therefore,  as  in 
Deedes,  I  may  here  conclude 
with  thefe  wordes,  “  In  cujus 
rei  teftimonium  figilla  fua  op- 
pofueru7it which  fignes  and 
feales  I  carrye  in  my  head, 
handes,  and  other  partes  of  my 
body. 


There 
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There  are  in  the  Welfh  language  feveral  romantic  Tales ;  fome 
of  which  are  preferved  in  old  manufcripts,  and  others  are  recited 
from  memory  by  the  common  people.  They  are  varioufly  deno¬ 
minated  Mabinogion ,  or  Juvenile  Amufements,  Yftor'iau ,  or 
Tales,  and  Hen  Y ftoreuon,  or  old  Stories.  The  following  one 
is  from  the  Red  Book  of  Jefus  College,  Oxford.  With  refpedb 
to  Pzvyll ,  the  hero  of  this  and  two  or  three  other  Tales,  who  is 
{filed  Prince  of  Dyved ,  or  Demetia,  nothing  of  his  hiftory  re¬ 
mains,  except  that  he  may  be  cafually  mentioned  in  the  pedi¬ 
grees  of  the  country. 


Juvenile  Amusement  I. 

PWYLL,  Prince  of  Dyved, 
was  lord  of  the  feven  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Dyved* — Once  upon 
a  time  he  was  at  Arberth,  one  of 
his  chief  manfions ;  when  he 
formed  a  refolution  to  go  a  hunt¬ 
ing  ;  and  that  part  of  his  terri¬ 
tory,  where  he  intended  to  hunt, 
was  the  vale  of  Cuch. 

Thereupon  he  fet  out  that 
night  from  Arberth,  and  came 
as  far  as  the  head  of  the  grove  of 
Diarwya ;  and  there  he  tarried  for 
that  night;  and  the  nextmorning, 
in  the  infancy  of  the  day,  he  arofe, 
and  came  to  the  vale  of  Cuch,  to 
turn  out  his  dogs  under  the  wood. 
He  blew  his  horn,  and  began  to 
enter  fully  upon  the  chace,  fol¬ 
lowing  after  the  dogs,  andfepara- 
ting  from  his  companions. 

And,  liffening  in  his  ufual 
manner  to  the  cry  of  the  pack, 
he  could  diftin6tly  hear  the  cry 
of  another,  and  this  was  not 
of  the  lame  cry  ;  and  that  too 
coming  in  oppofite  diredfion 
to  his  dogs. 

And  he  could  perceive  an 
opening  in  the  wood,  being  a 
level  plain  ;  and  as  his  pack  was 
entering  the  fkirt  of  the  open¬ 
ing. 


Mabinogi  I. 

PWYLL  Pendevic  Dyved  a 
oet  arglwyt  ar  faith  cantrev 
Dyved :  A  threigylgwaith  yt 
oet  yn  Arberth,  privlys  itaw  ;  a 
dyvod  yn  ei  vryd  ac  yn  ei  vetwl 
vyned  i  hela ;  fev  cyvair  o’i 
gyvoeth  a  vynai  i  hela  Glyn 
Cuch. 

Ac  ev  a  gychwynwys  y  nos 
hono  o  Arberth,  ac  a  doeth  hyd 
yn  pen  Llwyn  Diarwya ;  ac 
yno  y  bu  y  nos  hono  ;  a  thra- 
noeth  yn  ieundlid  y  dyt,  cyvodi 
a  oruc  a  dyvod  i  Lyn  Cuch  i 
ellwng  ei  gwn  dan  y  coed.  A 
chanu  ei  gorn  a  oruc,  a  dechreu 
dygyvor  i’r  hela,  a  cherted  yn 
ol  y  cwn,  ac  ymgolli  a’i  gedym- 
deithion. 

Ac  val  y  byt  yn  ymwrandaw 
a  llev  yr  erchwys,  ev  a  glywai 
lev  erchwys  arall  ;  ac  nid  oedynt 
un  llev  ;  a  hynny  yn  dyvod  yn 
erbyn  ei  erchwys  ev. 

Ac  ev  a  welai  lannerch  yn  y 
coed  o  vaes  gwaftad  ;  ac  yt  oet 
ei  erchwys  ev  yn  ymgael  ag 
yftlys  y  Uannerch,  ev  a  welai 
N  carw 
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irt(r  he  perceived  a  Hag  before  carw  o  vlaen  yr  erchwys  arall, 
the'  other  pack,  and  about  the  a  pharth  a  phervet  y  llannerch 
middle  of  the  opening  lo,  the  llyma  yr  erchwys  a  oet  yn  ei  ol 


pack  that  was  after  him  coming 
up,  and  throwing  him  upon  the 
ground  ;  and  thereupon  he  fixed 
his  eyes  on  the  colour  ol  the 
pack,  without  recolle&ingtolook 
at  the  flag;  and  of  all  the 
hounds  in  the  world  he  had 
feen,  he  never  faw  dogs  like 
them  in  colour.  1  he  colour 
they  had  was  a  fhming  clear 
white,  with  their  ears  red  ;  and 
as  the  whitenefs  oi  the  dogs 
fhone,  fo  did  the  rednefs  of  their 
ears  fhine. 

And  thereupon,  towards  the 
dogs  he  came,  and  driving  the 
pack  away  which  had  killed  the 
hag,  he  drew  his  own  pack  on 
the  ftag.  And  as  he  was  draw¬ 
ing  on  the  dogs,  he  observed  a 
knight  coming  alter  the  pack, 
on  a  great  dapple  gray  horfe, 
with  a  buglehorn  round  his  neck, 
and  a  garment  ol  dark  gray 
cloth  on  him,  for  a  hunting 
drefs.  Upon  that  the  knight 
came  up  to  him,  and  addrelled 
him  in  this  manner. 

Ah  prince !  quoth  he,  I 
know  not  who  thou  art ;  and 
I  will  not  greet  thee  with  a  well 
met. 

So,  quoth  he,  perhaps  thou  art 
of  a  rank  that  I  could  not  be 
entitled  to  it. 

Truly,  faid  he,  it  is  not  the 
privilege  oi  my  rank,  which  de¬ 
ters  me  from  addreffing  thee. 

Ah,  prince !  faid  the  other, 
what  then  is  the  caufe  ? 

Between  God  and  me,  faid 
the  other,  thy  own  ignorance, 
and  thy  own  impolitenefs. 

What 


yn  ymortiwes  ag  ev,  ac  yn  ei 
vwrw  l’r  llawr  ;  ac  yna  edrych 
o  honaw  ev  ar  liw  yr  erchwys, 
heb  hanbwyllaw  edrych  ar  y 
carw,  ac  o’r  awelfai  ev  ovilgwn 
y  byd,  ni  welfei  cwn  unlhw  ag 
wynt.  Sev  lliw  oetarnynt  claer- 
wyn  llathraid,  ac  eu  ciufhau  yn 
gochion ;  ac  val  y  llathrai  wyned 
y  cwn  y  llathrai  coched  eu  cluf- 
tiau. 


Ac  ar  hynny  at  y  cwn  y 
doeth  ev,  a  gyru  yr  erchwys  a 
latyfai  y  carw  ymaith,  a  llkhiaw 
ei  erchwys  ei  hunan  ar  y  carw* 
Ac  val  y  byt  yn  llithiaw  y  cwn, 
ev  a  welai  varchoc  yn  dyvod  yn 
ol  yr  erchwys,  yar  varch  erchlas 
mawr,  a  chorn  canu  am  ei 
vwnwgyl,  a  gwifc  o  vrethyn 
llwytdu  amdanaw  yn  wife  hela. 
Ar  hynny  y  marchawc  a  doeth 
attaw  ev,  a  dywedyd  val  hyn 
wrthaw. 

Ha  Unben  !  eb  ev,  ni  a  wn 
pwy  wyt  ti,  ac  ni  chyvarchav  1 
well  iti. 

Ie,  heb  ev,  ac  atvyt  y  mae 
arnat  o  enrydet  val  nas  dylwy. 

Dioer,  heb  ev,  nid  teilyng- 
dawd  vy  anrydet  am  hetteil  i 
hynny. 

Ha  Unben !  heb  yntau,  beth 

amgen  ? 

Y  r’ov  vi  a  Duw,  heb  yntau, , 
dy  anwybod  dy  hun  a’th  anfy- 
berwyd. 

Pa 
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X\  hat  impoliffentfs,  prince,  Pa  anfyberwyd,  Unhen,  a 
haft  thou  feen  in  me  ?  weleift  ti  arnav  i  ? 

i  nave  not  feen  a  greater  want  Ni  welais  anfyberwyd  vwy  ar 
pohtenefs  in  any  man,  than  wr,  beb  ev,  no  gyru  yr  erchwys 
to  lend  away  the  hounds  t licit  a  Iatyfei  y  carw  ymeith,  a 
had  killed  the  ftag,  and  to  fet  on  Ihthiaw  dy  erchwys  dy  bun  ar - 
thy  own  pack  upon  him.  1  hat,  naw.  Hynny,  beb  ev,  anfv- 
faiQ  he,  was  a  want  oi  polite-  berwyd  oet ;  a  chynnyd  ymtial 
nefs  ;  and  though  I  may  not  wyv  a  thi,  y  rov  Vi  a  Duw,  heb 
take  my  revenge  on  thee,  be-  ev,  mi  a  wnav  o  anghlod  it 
tween  God  and  me,  faid  he,  I  gwerth  can  carw. 
will  purfue  meafures  that 'will 
difhonour  thee  more  than  the 
Value  of  a  hundred  flags. 

Ah  prince !  faid  he,  if  I  have  Ha  unben  !  heb  ev,  or 
done  an  injury,  I  will  purchafe  gwneuthirh  gam,  mi  a  brynav 
thy  friend  jfhip.  dy  gerennyt. 

In  what  manner,  faid  the  Pa  delw,  heb  ynteu  y  pryni 
other,  wilt  thou  make  the  di  P  • 

amends  ? 

According  as  thy  rank  may  Wrth  val  y  bo  dy  enrvdet ; 
be ;  but  I  do  not  know  who  ac  ni  wn  i  pwy  wyt  ti. 
thou  art.  ; 

I  am  a  king,  wearing  a  crown  Brenin  coronawc  wyvi  yn  v 
m  the  country  from  whence  I  wlad  yt  hen  wyv  o  honei. 
am  come. 

My  i°rd,  faid  the  other,  a  Arglwyt,  heb  ynteu,  dvt  da 
good  day  to  thee  ;  and  what  it  ;  a  phawlad  yd  henwyd  titheu 
country  doll  thou  come  from  ?  o  honei  ? 

biom  Annun  (or  the  world  O  Annwn,  heb  ynteu.'  Arawn 
unknown)  faid  the  other  :  I  am  vrenin  Annwn  wyvi. 
king  of  Annun  of  the  filver 
tongue. 

My  lord,  faid  the  other,  in  Arglwyt,  heb  ynteu,  pa  furyv 
vhat  manner  mall  I  obtain  thy  y  catav  1  dy  verennyt  di  ? 
friendfliip  ?  ° 

i  Byhold  the  way,  thou  fhalt  Llyma’r  wet  y  cefy,  heb 
ootain  it,  faid  the  other  :  Ehere  ynteu  :  Gwr  y  fyt  gyverbyn  ei 
is  a  perfon,  whofe  dominion  is  gyvoeth  a’m  cyvoeth  inneu  yn 
oppofite  my  dominion,  who  ryvelu  arnav  yn  ’waftad ;  fey 
makes  wai  upon  me  continu-  yw  hwnnw  Havgan,  brenin  o 
ally;  and  that  is  Summerfhine,  Annwn;  ac  Cr  gwared  gormes 
a  king^  of  Annun ;  and  for  the  hwnnw  yarnav,  a  hynny  a  elly 
fake  of  freeing  me  of  his  inva-  di  yn  hawt,  y  cefy  vym  caren- 
fions,  which  thou  canft  eafily  do,  ny u  '  '  } 

thou  fhalt  obtain  my  friend- 
fhip, 

N  2 


T  hen 


Minnea 


t  go  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1795* 


Then  will  I  do  with  pleafure, 
what  thou  defirefl,  laid  the 
other  ;  declare  thou  therefore 
to  me  how  I  can  accomplilh  thy 
purpofe  ? 

I  will,  laid  the  other  :  Be¬ 
hold,  this  is  the  way.  I  will 
^nter  into  a  great  connexion 
with  thee;  thus  will  I  do:  I 
will  place  thee  in  my  head  in 
Annun  ;  and  will  give  the  lair- 
ell  woman  thou  hall  ever  feen 
to  lleep  with  thee  every  night ; 
and  my  form  and  likenefs  will 
be  upon  thee,  f©  that  a  page  of 
the  chamber,  or  officer,  or  any 
other  man  that  attended  me,  final  1 
not  know,  but  thou  art  me  ;  and 
this,  faid  he,  {hall  continue  un¬ 
til  the  end  of  the  year  from  to¬ 
morrow  ;  as  we  ffiall  then  meet 
in  this  place. 

So,  faid  the  other:  lince  I 
am  to  be  there  unto  the  end  of 
the  year,  what  mark  will  there 
be  for  me  to  know  the  fpoiier 
thou  doll  fpeak  of  ? 

A  year  from  this  night,  faid 
he,  there  is  an  appointment  be¬ 
tween  me  and  him  upon  the 
courfe ;  and  be  thou  there  in 
my  perfon,  faid  he ;  and  one 
blow,  which  thou  lhalt  give  him, 
he  will  not  out-live  it ;  and 
whillt  he  Hi  all  alk  of  thee  the 
fecond,  give  it  not,  whatever 
intreaty  he  may  make  to  thee ; 
for  if  I  were  to  give  him  an¬ 
other,  he  would  contend  with 
me  as  well  as  ever  the  follow- 


Minneu  a  wnav  hynny,  heb 
ynteu,  yn  llawen ;  a  maneg 
ditheu  pa  furyv  y  gallwyv 
hynny  ? 

Manegav,'  heb  ynteu.-  Llyma 
val  y  ge Hi-  Mi  a  wnav  a  thi 
gedymdeithas  gadarn  ;  fev  val  y 
gwnav.  Mi  a’th  rotav  di  1  m  lie 
i  yn  Annwn  ;  ac  a  rotav  y  wraig 
decav  a  weleift  eirioed  i  gyfcu 
gyda  thi  beunoeth ;  a’m  pryd 
inneu,  a’m  gofcet  arnat  ti,  hyd 
na  bo  gwas  y Havel  1,  na  fwyt- 
awc,  na  dyn  arall  oc  a’m  can- 
lynwys  i  eirioed  a  wypo  na  bo 
myvi  vych  di ;  a  hynny,  heb  ev, 
hyd  yn  pen  y  vlwytyn  o’r  dyt 
avory  ;  ac  a’n  cynnadyl  yna  yn 
y  lie  hon. 

Ie,  heb  ynteu  :  cyd  bwy  vi 
yno  hyd  yn  pen  y  vlwytyn,  pa 
gyvarwyt  a  vyt  imi  o  ymgael  ar 
gwr  a  dywedi  di  ? 

Blwytyn,  heb  ev,  i  heno,  y 
mae  oed  y  r’ov  ac  ev,  ar  y  ryd  ; 
a  byt  di  i’m  rith  i  yno,  heb  ev  ; 
ac  un  dyrnawd  a  rotych  di  itaw 
ev,  ni  byt  byw  ev  o  hwnnw  ;  a. 
chyd  archo  ev  itti  yr  eil,  na 
dyro,  yr  a  ymbilio  a  thi ;  er  a 
rotw  n  i  itaw  ev  hagen,  cyflal  a 
chynt  yt  ymlatei  ami  dranoeth. 


mg  morning. 

So,  faid  Pwyll  :  What  ffiall 
I  do  as  to  my  country  ? 

I  will  caufe,  faid  the  king 
with  the  filver  tongue,  there 
ffiall  not  be  in  thy  dominion  a 
man  or  woman,  who  ffiall 

know 


Ie,  heb  y  Pwyll.  Beth  a  wnav 
i  i’m  cyvoeth  ? 

Mi  a  wnav,  heb  yr  Arawn, 
na  bo  i’th  gyvoeth  na  gwr  na 
gwraig,  na  wypo,  na  bo  tydi 

wyv  i ;  mi  a  av  i’th  le  di. 

;  Yn 


ANTIQUITIES.  a  8* 


.know  hut  that  I  am  thee  ;  and 
I  will  go  into  thy  place. 

Joyfully,  faid  Pwyll,  then 
will  I  go  Forward. 

Without  obftruflion  will  be 
thy  journey  ;  nothing  will  rife 
in  thy  way  until  thou  (halt  ar¬ 
rive  in  my  country  ;  and  I  will 
fend  thee  on  thy  way. 

He  accompanied  him  till  he 
faw  the  court,  and  the  inhabited 
region  around  it. 

Behold,  faid  he,  the  court, 
and  the  country  to  be  in  thy 
poffefiioo  ;  approach  the  court ; 
there  is  in  it  nobody  that  lhall 
fufpedt  thee  ;  and  according  as 
thou  fhak  fee  the  courfe  of  fer- 
vice  there  thou  wilt  become 
acquainted  with  the  cuftom  of 
the  court. 

He  then  approached  the  palace. 

And  in  it  he  could  perceive 
dormitories,  and  falloons,  and 
apartments,  in  the  finest  order 
that  had  been  ever  feen  in  build¬ 
ings  ;  and  into  the  falloon  he  re¬ 
paired  to  undrefs,.  There  came 
boys  and  young  men  to  undrefs 
him  ;  and  all  as  they  came  made 
him  a  reverence ;  two  knights 
came  to  receive  his  hunting 
drefs,  and  the  falloon  was  put 
in  array. 

Then  he  beheld  a  family  with 
attendants,  the  molt  fplendid 
company,  and  the  moft  deco¬ 
rous  approach,  and  the  queen 
with  them,  the  fairefl  woman 
that  any  one  had  feen  ;  and  fhe 
was  clothed  in  a  golden  drefs 
of  filming  filk. 

And  thereupon,  they  went  to 
wafh  themfelves  ;  and  thev  re- 
paired  to  the  tables,  and  they 
fat  down  in  this  manner :  the 
queen  on  one  fide  of  him,  and 


Yn  llawen,  heb  y  Pwyll,  a 
myvi  a  av  ragov. 

Dileflair  vyt  dy  hynt,  ac  ny 
rufia  dim  ragot  yny  delych  i’m 
cyvoeth ;  a  myvi  vytav  heb- 
ryngiad  arnat. 

Ev  a  hebryngiawt  yny  welas  y 
llys  a’r  cyvannet. 

Llyna,  heb  ev,  y  llys  a’r 
cyvoeth  i’th  vetiant;  achyrch  y 
llys;  nid  oes  ynti  neb  a’th  ad- 
nabo;  ac  wrth  val  y  gwelych 
y  gwafanaeth  ynti  yi  adnebyti 
voes  y  llys. 


Cyrchu’r  llys  a  oruc  ynteu. 

Ac  yn  y  llys  ev  a  welai  hun- 
dyeu,  a  neuateu,  ac  yftavelloet 
o  aturn  tecav  or  a  welfei  neb  o 
adeiladeu  ;  ac  i’r  neuat  y  cyrch- 
wys  i  diarchenu.  Ev  a  doeth 
macwyeid,  a  gweifion  ieuanc  i 
diarchenu  ;  a  phawb  val  y  del- 
ynt  cyvarch  gwell  a  wneynt 
itaw  ;  dau  varchawc  a  doeth  i 
dynu  y  wife  hela  yamdanaw; 
a’r  neuat  a  gyweiriwid. 

Llyna  y  gwelei  ev  deulu  a 
niveroet ;  a’r  niver  hartav,  a 
chyweinav  or  a  welfei  neb  yn 
dyvod  i  mewn ;  a’r  vrenines 
gydac  wynt ;  yn  decav  gwreic 
or  a  welfei  neb  ;  ac  eurwife  am 
danei  o  ball  llathreid. 

Ac  ar  hynny  i  ymolchi  yt 
aethant ;  a  chyrchu  y  byrtau, 
ac  eiffet  a  wnaethant  val  hyn  : 
y  vrenines  o’r  -naill  parth  itaw 
ev;  a’r  iarll  degei  ev,  o'r  parth 

arall 
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his  lord  in  attendance  upon  the 
other  fide.  And  he  began  to 
converfe  with  the  queen  ;  and 
of  all  that  he  had  ever  been,  in 
converfing  with  her,  (he  was  the 
iiioft  unembarrafled,  and  the 
mo  ft  genteel  woman  in  her  de¬ 
portment  and  diiCQurfe.  And 
they  partook  of  a  repaft,  and 
enjoyed  bongs  and  feftivity.  Of 
what  he  had  obberved  111  all  the 
courts  of  the  earth,  this  court 
was  the  heft  furnifhed  with 
viands  and  liquor  ;  with  vebfels 
of  gold,  and  royal  ornaments. 

The  time  now  arrived  for 
them  to  go  to  reft  :  and  to  reft 
they  went,  he  and  the  queen. 
No  booner  had  they  got  into  bed, 
but  he  turned  his  face  to  the  out- 
fide,  and  his  back  to  her  ;  and 
from  that  time  till  next  morn¬ 
ing,  he  baid  to  her  not  a  angle 
word. 

When  the  morning  came, 
kindnefs  and  agreeable  conver- 

O 

bation  palled  between  them. 
How  much  boever  of  tendernefs 
might  be  between  them  through 
the  day,  there  was  not  one  night 
to  the  year’s  end,  in  any  rebp ect 
different  from  the  firft. 

Ke  palled  away  the  year  in 
hunting,  in  bongs,  in  feftivity, 
in  pleabure,  and  converfation 
with  friends,  until  the  night  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  combat.  Every 
man  through,  the  whole  extent 
of  the  country,  took  care  to  re- 
colleft  the  meeting  for  that 
night.  And  he  came  to  the 
place  affigned,  accompanied  by 
the  be  left  men  of  his  dominions. 
And  by  the  time  he  had  come 
to  the  meeting,  a  knight  robe 

o 7  O 


arall.  A  dechreu  ymtytan  a  wnaeth 

ev  a’r  vrenines.  Ac  or  a  weliei 

eirioed  with  ymtytan  a  hi,  di- 

fern  lav  gwraic,  a  boneticeidiav 

yi  hanwyda’i  hymtytan  oet.  A 

threulaw  a  wnaethant  vwyd  a 

✓ 

llyn,  a  cherteu  a  chyvetach.  Or 
a  welbei  o  holl  lyfoet  y  daear, 
llyna  y  Ilys  diwallav  o  vwyd  a 
llyn,  ac  eurleftri,  a  theyrn- 
dlyf’eu. 


Amber  a  doeth  itynt  i  vyned  i 
gybeu  ;  ac  i  gybeu  yd  aethant  ev 
a’r  vrenines.  Y  gyd  ac  y  doe- 
thant  i’r  gwely,  ymchwelyd  ei 
wyneb  at  yr  erchwyn  a  oruc  ev, 
ah  gevyn  atti  hitheu  ;  o  hynny 
hyd  trannoeth  ni  dywawd  ev 
wrthi  hi  un  gair.  , 

Trannoeth,  tirionwch  ac  ym¬ 
tytan  hegar  a  vu  y  ryngtynt. 
Pethbynac  o  garedigrwyt  a  vae 
y  ryngtynt  y  dyt,  ni  bu  un  nos 
hyd  yn  pen  y  vlwytyn  arngen 
110c  am  y  nos  gyntav. 

Treiliaw  v  vlwytyn  a  wnaeth 
drwy  hela,  a  cherteu,  a  chyvet¬ 
ach,  a  charueitrwyt,  ac  ymty¬ 
tan,  a  chedymdeithion,  hyd  y 
nos  yt  oet  oed  y  cyvranc.  Yn 
oed  y  nos  honno,  cyflal  y  doei  i 
gov  yr  dvn  eithav  yn  yr  holl 
gyvocth  yr  oed.  Ac  ynteu  a 
daeth  i’r  oed,  a  gwyrda  ei  gyv- 
oeth  gydac  ev.  Ac.  y  gyd  ac  y 
doeth  i’r  oed,  marcharwc  a  gyv- 
odes  i  vynyt,  ac  a  dywawd  val 
hyn  : 
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Good  people,  faid  lie,  liften 
attentively  to  the  caufe  of  thefe 
two  kings,  between  whom  this 
meeting  takes  place  ;  it  is  be¬ 
tween  them  two  individually ; 
and  each  of  them  is  a  claimant 
upon  the  other,  and  that  lor 
territory  ;  and  every  one  of  you 
may  remain  unconcerned,  fo  as 
to  leave  the  decifion  to  them- 
felves. 

And,  thereupon,  the  two 
kings  approached  one  another 
in  the  middle  of  the  courfe,  and 
encountered  ;  and  upon  the  fir  ft 
onfet,  the  perfon  who  was  in 
the  place  of  the  king  with  the 
(liver  tongue,  (truck  again  ft  the 
middle  of  the  (lueld  of  Sommei- 
iliine,  fo  as  to  fplit  it  in  two, and 
broke  the  armour,  thereby 
bringing  Summerftiine  off  his 
horfe  to  the  ground,  fave  his 
arm  and  fpear,  and  having  re¬ 
ceived  a  mortal  wound. 

Ah  Prince !  faid  Summer- 
fhine,  why  wert  thou  entitled  to 
my  death  ?  I  was  not  urging  any 
claim  upon  thee  ;  I  knew  of  no 
caufe,  therefore,  why  thou 
fhouldeft  kill  me  !  And  for  the 
fake  of  God,  faid  he,  fince 
thou  haft  begun,  complete  my 
death  ! 

Ah  Prince!  faid  the  other, 
there  may  be  a  pofllbility  of  re¬ 
pentance  for  what  I  have  done 
to  thee.  Get  him  that  will  to 
kill  thee.  I  will  not  kill  thee. 

My  good  and  faithful  people, 
faid  Summerfhine,  bear  me 
hence.  Death  is  decreed  to  me  ! 
With  me  there  is  not  left  the 
means  to  fupport  you  more. 

You  alfo  my  good  people, 
faid  lie,  that  was  inftead  of  the 

king 


Ha  wyr  da !  heb  ev,  ym- 
wrandewch  yn  da,  y  rwng  y 
dan  vrenin  y  mae  yr  oed  hwn  y 
ryngtynt ;  a  hynny  rwng  eu 
dau  gwrv  elldau  ;  a  phob  un  o 
honynt  y  fyt  hawlwr  ar  eu  gilyt, 
a  hynny  am  dir  a  daear  ;  a  fegir 
y  digawn  pawb  o  honoch  vod, 
eithyr  gadu  a  ryngtynt  hwy  eill- 
dau. 

Ac  ar  hynny  y  dau  vrenin  a 
nefafant  ynghyd  ampervet  y 
ryd,  ac  ymgyvarvod ;  ac  ar  y 
gofod  cyntav,  y  gwr  a  oet  yn  lie 
Arawn  a  ofodes  ar  Havgan  yn 
pervet  bogel  ei  darian,  yni  hyllt 
yn  dau  hanner,  ac  yni  thyr  yr 
arvau,  ac  yni  vyt  Havgan  hyd 
ei  vraich  a’i  baladyr  dros  bed- 
rein  ei  varch  i’r  llawr,  ac  ang- 
heuawl  dyrnawd  yntaw  ynteu. 


Ha  uuben  !  heb  yr  Havgan, 
pa  dylied  oet  itti  ar  vy  angau  ? 
Nyd  yttoetwn  i  yn  holi  dim 
itti ;  ni  wytwn  achaws  it  hevyd 
ym  Hat  i  !  Ac  yr  Duw,  heb 
ev,  canys  dechreuaift  vy  Hat, 
gorphen  ! 

Ha  unben!  heb  yntau,  ev  a 
eill  vod  yn  edivar  a  wneuthym 
it.  Cais  a* th  lato  :  ni  latav  i 
di. 

Vy  ngwyr  da  cywyr,  heb  yr 
Havgan,  dygwch  vi  otyma  ! 
Neud  tervynedic  angau  i  mi. 
Nyd  oes  anfawt  i  mi  euch  cyn- 
nal  chwi  bellach. 

Vy  ngwyr  da  inneu,  heb  y 
gwr  a  oet  yn  He  Arawn,  cym- 

merwch 
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king  with  the  filver  tongue,  take 
your  reward  ;  and  know  who 
ought  to  be  fubjedis  to  me. 

Our  liege,  faid  the  people,  it 
is  incumbent  upon  all  ;  for  be- 
fides  thee  there  is  not  a  king 
over  the  whole  of  Annun. 

Good  !  faid  he,  he  that  comes 
fubmijffively,  it  is  right  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  ;  and  he  who  will  not 
come  humbly,  let  him  be  com¬ 
pelled  by  force  of  arms. 

And  thereupon,  he  began  to 
receive  the  homage  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  fubdue  the  country  ; 
and  by  noon  the  following  day, 
both  the  kingdoms  were  in  his 
poffeffion. 

And  thereupon  he  departed 
according  to  his  agreement ; 
and  he  came  to  the  glen  of 
Cuch. 

And,  wdien  he  came  there, 
the  king  with  the  filver  tongue 
was  ready  to  receive  him.  Much 
joy  did  each  feel  upon  the  oc  ca¬ 
ftan. 

Yes;  faid  the  king  with  the 
filver  tongue,  God  reward  thee  ! 
I  have  experienced  thy  friend- 
ihip. 

Yes,  faid  the  other,  when 
thou  (halt  come  thyfelf  into  thy 
country,  thou  wilt  fee  what  I 
have  done  for  thy  fake. 

What  thou  haft  done  for  me, 
faid  he,  may  God  reward  thee  ! 

Thereupon,  the  king  with  the 
filver  tongue,  gave  to  Pwyll, 
Prince  of  Dyved,  his  own  form 
and  afpeci ;  and  lie  alfo  took 
his  own  form  and  afpedf.  Then 
the  king  with  the  filver  tongue 

O  ,  m 1  # 

fet  off  towards  his  palace  m 
Amnun  ;  and  he  enjoyed  great 
pleafure  in  feeing  Ills  people  and 


merwch  eich  cyvarws ;  a  gwy« 
bytwch  pwy  a  dylyei  bod  yn 
wyr  imi. 

Arglwyt,  heb  y  gwyrda, 
pawb  ai  dylyei ;  cannyd  oes 
vrenin  ar  holl  Annwn  namyn 
ti. 

Ie,  heb  ynteu,  a  del  yn 
waretawc,  iawn  yw  ei  gymryd ; 
ac  ar  ni  del  yn  uvyt  cymheller 
o  nerth  cletyveu. 

Ac  ar  hynny  cymryd  gwrog- 
aetli  y  gwyr,  a  dechreu  goref- 
cyn  y  wlad  ;  ac  erbyn  hanner 
dyt  drannoeth  yt  oet  yn  ei  vet- 
iant  y  dwy  deyrnas. 

Ac  ar  hynny,  ev  a  gertwys 
parth  a’i  gynnadyl ;  ac  a  doeth  j 
Lyn  Cuch. 

A  phan  doeth  yno,  yt  oet 
Arawn  vrenin  Annwn  yn  ei 
erbyn.  Llawen  vu  pqb  un  wrth 
ei  gilyt  o  hynny. 

Ie,  heb  yr  Arawn,  Duw  a 
dalo  it !  Dy  gedymdeithas  mi 
ah  cigleu. 

O 

Ie.  heb  ynteu,  pan  delych  dy 
hun  ihh  wlad,  ti  a  weli  a  wneu- 
thym  yrot  ti. 

A  wnaethoft,  heb  ev,  yrovi, 
Duw  ah  talo  it  ! 

Una  y  rotes  Arawn  ei  furyv 
ah  edrych  ei  hun  i  .Pwyll  Pen- 
devic  Dyved ;  ac  y  cymmerth 
ynteu  ei  furyv  ei  hun,  a  i  edrych. 
Ac  y  certawt  Arawn  radio  parth 
ai  lys  i  Annwn  ;  ac  y  bu  digriv 
gantaw  ymweled  ah  niver,  ac 
ah  deulu  ;  can  nys  gwelfei  er 
y  ft  aim.  Hwynteu  hagen  ny 

wybuyfynt 
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his  family ;  for  he  thought  the 
time  long  fince  he  had  feen 
them.  They,  on  the  contrary, 
had  not  known  of  his  abfence ; 
nor  were  more  furprifed  at  his 
return  now  than  formerly. 

That  day  he  fpent  in  amufe- 
ments,  rejoicing,  and  fitting  in 
converfation  with  his  wife,  and 
his  feleft  friends  ;  and  when  the 
time  of  reft  became  more  feafona- 
ble  than  ieftivity,  to  lleep  they 
went ;  the  king  withdrew  to  his 
bed,  and  his  wife  came  to  him.  He 
began  to  difcourfe  to  her,  with 
tender  careffes  and  love ;  and 
this  fhe  had  not  been  accuftom- 
ed  to  for  a  year  paft,  and  fhe 
thought  fo  within  herfelf. 

Good  heavens !  faid  fhe,  what 
fentiment  is  it  that  affe&s  him 
to  night,  different  from  what 
has  been  for  thefe  twelve  months 
paft?  And  fhe  confidered  for 
a  long  while  ;  and  by  the  time 
thefe  thoughts  werediftipated,  he 
awoke. 

And  he  asked  her  a  quef- 
tion  ;  and  this  he  did  the  fecond, 
and  the  third  time ;  but  he  ob¬ 
tained  no  anfwer  to  it  from  her. 

What  is  the  reafon,  faid  he, 
that  thou  wilt  not  fpeak  to  me  ? 

I  do  fpeak  to  thee,  faid  fhe; 
that  I  have  not  fpoken  fo  much 
for  this  year  paft  in  this  place. 

What !  faid  he,  how  is  it  that 
we  have  not  converfed  ? 

Difgrace  attend  me!  faid  fhe; 
for  a  year  till  laft  night,  when 
we  went  under  the  bed  cover¬ 
ing,  nor  tendernefs  nor  conver- 
ffation  has  there  been,  nor  haft 
i  thou  once  turned  thy  face  to 
fme,  much  lefs  of  any  thing  elfe 
loading  between  us. 


wybuyfynt  ei  eifieu  ev ;  a  ni  bn 
newytach  gantynt  ei  dyvod  no 
chynt, 


Y  dyt  hwnnw  a  dreilws  trwy 
digrivwch,  a  llawenyt,  ac  eiftet 
ac  ymtytan  aft  wraic,  ac  aft 
wyrda;  a  phan  vu  amferach 
cymryd  hun  no  chyvetach,  i 
gyfcu  yt  aethant ;  aft  wely  a 
gyrchwys  y  b renin,  aft  wraic  a 
aeth  attaw  :  cyntav  y  gwnaeth 
ev  ymtytan  ai  wraic,  ac  ymyru 
ar  digrivwch  ferchawl,  a  chariad 
arnei ;  a  hynny  nis  gortyvnafei 
hi  ers  blwytyn,  a  hynny  a  ve~ 
tyliws  hi. 

Dia  Duw  !  heb  hi.  Pa  amgen 
vetwl  y  fyt  yntaw  ev  heno,  noc 
ar  yn  ys  blwytyn  i  heno?  A 
metyliaw  a  wnaeth  yn  hir  ;  a 
gwedy  y  medwl  hwnnw  dihu- 
naw  a  wnaeth  ev. 

* 

A  parabyl  a  dywawd  ev  wrthi 
hi,  ar  eil,  ar  trydytj  ac  atteb 
nis  cavas  ev  genthi  hi  yn  hynny. 

Pa  achaws,  heb  ynteu,  na 
dywedi  di  wrthyv  i  ? 

Dywedav  wrthyt,  heb  hi,  na 
dywedeis  gymmeint  yrs  blwytyn 
yn  y  cyvryw  le  a  hwn, 

Paham,  heb  ev,  yfglut  a  beth 
yt  ymtityfam  ni  ? 

Mevyl  im!  heh  hi,  ers  blwy¬ 
tyn  i  neithwyr,  or  pan  elvm  yn 
y  blyg  yn  nillad  y  gwely,  na 
digrivwch  nac  ymtytan,  nac 
ymchwelyd  o  hanat  dy  wyneb 
attavi,  yn  chwaethach  a  vae 
vwy  no  hyn  o’r  bu  y  r’om  ni. 


And 


Ac 
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And  thereupon-  he  reflected. 
Good  heavens  !  faid  he,  I  have 
met  with  a  perfon  the  moil  in¬ 
flexible  in  his  friendfhip,  and 
the  moil  continent :  and  then  he 
fpoke  to  his  wife. 

My  lady,  faid  he,  deride  me 
not  :  between  God  and  me,  nor 
have  I  fiept  with  thee  for  a 
whole. year  till  laft  night ;  and 
then  he  declared  to  her  the  whole 
of  his  adventure. 

I  confefs  to  God,  faid  fhe, 
thou  haft  obtained  a  mighty 
hold  of  a  friend,  fo  that  he 
fhould  fight  againft  the  tempta¬ 
tions  of  his  own  body,  and 
keep  fmcenty  alio  towards 
thee. 

My  lady,  faid  he,  I  alfo  was 
fixed  in  a  fimilar  refolution, 
whilft  I  left  him  with  thee. 

That  was  no  wonder,  faid 
Ihe. 

Pwyll,  Prince  of  Dyved,  came 
alfo  to  his  dominion  and  coun- 
try  ;  and  he  began  to  enquire  of 
the  good  people  of  his  realm  re- 
fpefcf  ing  his  government  of  them 
during  that  year,  compared 
with  former  times. 

Our  liege,  faid  they,  thy  wif- 
dom  was  never  fo  confpicuous; 
never  haft  thou  been  fo  amiable 
a  fervant ;  at  no  time  half  thou 
been  fo  liberal  in  diffufing  thy 
riches,  thy  management  has  ne¬ 
ver  been  better  than  during  this 
year. 

Between  God  and  me,  faid 
lie,  if  any  thanks  are  due  from 
you,  the  perfon  that  was  amongft 
yon  has  the  claim  :  And  behold, 
liow  the  matter  has  been.  And 
Pwyll  explained  to  them  the 
whole. 

Truly, 


Ac  yna  y  metyliwys  ev. — ? * 
Diau  Arglwyt  Duw,  heb  ev, 
cadarna  ungwr  ei  gedymdeithas, 
a  divlas  a  gevais  i  yn  gedym- 
deith :  Ac  yna  y  dywawt  ev 
wrth  ei  wraic. 

Arglwytes,  heb  ev,  na  chabla 
di  vyvi  :  r’ov  vi  a  Duw,  m 
chyfgais  inneu  y  gyda  thi  ers 
blwytyn  1  neithwyr :  ac  yna 
manegu  ei  holl  gyvranc  awnaeth 
iti. 

I  Duw  y  dygav  vym  cyfes, 
heb  hitheu,  gavael  cadarn  a  gev- 
eift  ar  gedymdaith,  yn  herwyt 
ymlat  yn  erbyn  provedigaeth  ei 
gorf,  a  chadw  cywirdeb  wrthyt 
tithau. 

Arglwytes,  heb  ev,  lev  ar  y 
metwl  hwnnw  yt  oetwn  inneu, 
tra  deweis  wrthyt  ti. 

Diryvet  oet  hynny,  heb  hi- 
thau . 

Ynteu  Pwyll  Pendevic  Dyved 
a  doeth  iw  gy voeth,  ac  iw  wlad ; 
a  dechreu  amovyn  a  gwyrda  ei 
wlad,  beth  vuafei  ei  arglwytiaeth 
ev  arnatynt  hwy  y  vlwytyn 
honno,  ywrth  ryvuafai  cynno 
hynny. 

Arglwyt,  heb  hwy,  ni  bu 
gyftal  dy  wybod  ;  m  buoft  gan 
hygared  gwas  ditheu ;  ni  bu 
genhawfed  gennyd  titheu  treib 
aw  dy  da;  ni  bu  well  dy  doh 
parth  eirioed,  nor  vlwytyn  lion, 

Y  r’ov  vi  a  Duw-,  heb  ynteu, 
ys  lawn  o  beth  vw  1  chwi 
diolwch  i’r  gwr  a  vu  y  g^yfta 
chwi :  a  llyma  y  gyvranc  val 
v  bu. — a  datcanu  oil  o  Bwyft 
itynt. 

it 
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Truly,  our  liege,  faid  they, 
thanks  be  to  God,  that  thou 
fh oul deft  obtain  fuch  connec¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  we  fhould  have 
obtained  Inch  a  government  for 
that  year :  A  continuation  of 
which,  we  hope,  thou  wilt  not 
withhold  from  us. 

Knowingly,  I  will  not  do  fo, 
between  God  and  me,  faid 
Pwyll  in  anfwer. 

And  from  that  time  forward, 
they  began  to  ftrengthen  the 
friendship  between  them  ;  each 
fending  to  the  other  horfes, 
greyhounds,  hawks,  and  every 
fuch  rarity,  as  he  thought  would 
yield  pleafure  to  the  other. 

And  by  reafon  of  his  refidence 
during  that  year  in  Annun ;  and 
of  his  governing  foprofperoufly; 
and  of  uniting  both  kingdoms  in 
one,  through  a  (ingle  day’s  ex¬ 
ertion  of  his  courage,  and  his 
warlike  (kill,  the  name  of  Pwyll, 
Prince  of  Dyved,  was  loft,  and 
he  was  from  that  time  forward 
ftiled  Pwyll,  head  of  the  world 
unknown. 
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le  arglwyt,  heb  hwy,  diolwch 
i  D  uw  cafael  o  honat  y  gedym- 
deithas  honno  ;  a’r  arglwytiaeth 
a  gawfam  ninneu :  y  vlw'ytyn 
honno  nys  attygy  y  gennym. 


O  tgwn,  nac  attygav,  y  r’ov 
vi  a  Daw,  heb  y  ynte,  Pwyll. 

Ac  o  hynny  allan  dechreu 
cadarnhau  cedymdeithas  ryng- 
thynt ;  ac  anvon  o  bob  un  iw 
gilyt  meirch,  a  milgwn,  ac  heb- 
ogeu,  a  phob  cyvryw  dlws  or 
a  debygeu  bob  un  digrivhau 
metwl  ei  gilyt  o  honaw. 

Ac  o  achaws  ei  drigiant  ev  y 
vlwytyn  honno  yn  Annwn ;  a 
gwladychu  o  honaw  mor  lwyt- 
iannus  ;  a  dwyn  y  dwy  deyrnas 
yn  un  dyt,  drwy  ei  dewret  ev, 
a’i  vilwriaeth,  y  difygiwys  ei 
enw  ev  ar  Pwyll  Pendevic 
Dyved,  ac  ei  gelwyd  Pen 
Annwn  o  hynny  allan. 


End  of  the  frjl  Tale. 


Injlances  of  the  Cujlom  of  making  Prefents  to  the  Judges . 

Byldowes,  Dec.  31,  1604.  Sir  R.  Lewkenor,  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Lord  Prefident’s  Court,  at  Ludlow,  and  one  of  the  Judges 
in  the  Chefter  Circuits,  to  Mr.  John  Wynne,  of  Gwidir,  one  of 
His  Majefty’s  Council,  eftablifhed  in  the  Principality  of 
Wales  ;  fays — 


Sir, 

I  have  receyved  of  this  bearer 

J 

your  moft  frank  and  lyberal 
gyfte,  being  of  greater  value 
than  ever  I  receyved  from  any, 


fythens  my  comyng  into  thefe 
partes,  although  I  cannot  denye 
butt  that  I  have  had  manny  offers. 
Neither  woold  I  have  received 
this  from  you,  but  that  I  feared 
that  my  retorninge  it  unto  you 

might 
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reft  of  the  tymber  fupporting 
the  roofe,  is  all,  or  for  the  moft 
parte,  rotten,  and  growth  dayle 
by  wet  more  and  more  in  decay, 
no  man  having  dwelt  in  anie 
part  thereof  thefe  30  years  paf- 
fed  :  the  leades  are  for  a  great 
part  gone,  the  mayne  wall  being 
of  a  ragged  hard  and  fmall  ftone, 
is  of  no  value  or  worth  ;  there 
is  no  land  confeffed  to  belonge 
thereto,  without  the  wall  thereof; 
withrn  it  is  of  a  fmall  compais, 
budded  on  a  rocke,  pile  wyfe, 
all  which  at  the  intreatie  of  Mr. 
Huggen,  we  have  thought  good 
to  certifye  to  your  honor. 

J.  Wynn. 

T,  Vaughan, 

Lord  Suffolk  was  treafurer 
from  1613  to  1620, 

Sketch  of  the  Hijlory  of  Merwnethjhire ,  by  Mr.  Robert  Vaughan, 

of  Hcngwrl. 

THE  following  fhort  ffetch 
of  the  niftory  of  Merioneth- 
Ihire,  written  by  that  eminent 
fcholar  and  antiquary,  Mr.  Ro¬ 
bert  V aughan  of  Hengwrt,  near 
Hoi  gel  lee,  who  was  a  friend 
and  correfpondent  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  Archbifhop  Ufher,  may 
probably  be  acceptable  to  the  edi¬ 
tors  of  the  Cambrian  Repofitory, 
if  not  already  in  their  poffeffion: 

Merionithshire,  fo  called 
from  Meirion,  the  fon  of  1  y- 
biawn,  the  fon  pf  Cunedda,  a 
noble  Briton,  fometime  Lord 
thereof,  hath,  on  the  fouth  and 
eaft,  the  counties  of  Cardigan 
and  Montgomery ;  on  the  north 
Caernarvon  and  Denbigh;  and  on 
the  weft,  the  Irifh  Ocean,  which 


fo  beateth  the  fkirts  thereof 
(that,  according  to  our  Britifh 
hiftories),  a  whole  cantred,  or 
hundred,  called  Cantre  r  Gwael- 
od,  ftretching  itfelf  weft  and 
fouth-weft  above  twelve  miles 
in  length,  and  no  fmall  part  of 
this  country,  hath  been  oveiv 
whelmed  by  the  fea  and  drown¬ 
ed,  and  ftill  a  great  ftone-wall, 
made  as  a  fence  againft  the  fea, 
may  be  clearly  feen,  from  the 
mam  land,  to  extend  from 
Harddlech  towards  St.  David’s 
land,  a  great  way,  and  is  called 
Sam  Badrig,  1.  e.  Patrick’s  ftreet, 
orBad-rwyg,  i.e.  the  boat  or  fliip 
breaking  caufeway.  1  his  coun¬ 
ty  aboundeth  rather  in  high 
mountains,  rivers,  fifh,  fowl  and 


might  caufe  you  to  conceyve 
that  I  did  not  love  and  affeCt  you 
fo  well  as  indeed  1  doe,  and  for  as 
yourgyffte  is  very  fair  and  coftly, 
fo  doT  affure  myfelf  by  your 
letter,  that  it  cometh  from  a 
heartye  and  well  wifhinge  f  riende 
to  me,  and  fo  I  accept  of  it. 

State  of  Conway  Cajlle. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  the  High  Treafurer 
of  England. 

Pleafeth  it  your  honor  to  be 
advertized,  that  the  king’s  caftle 
of  Conway,  in  the  county  of 
Caernarvon,  is  in  great  ruin  and 
decay,  whereof  the  greater  part 
hath  been  downe  and  uninhabi¬ 
table  for  manie  ages  paft;  the 
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cattle,  than  in  corn.  The  chief 
wealth  of  the  inhabitants  confifts 
in  cattle  and  white  cottons.  This 
Shire  hath  in  it  two  whole  Can- 
treds,  befides  the  commots  of  Ar- 
dudwy,  Edeirnion,  and  Mowdd- 
wy:  that  is  Cantref  Meirionydd* 
and  Cantref  Penllyn ;  Cantref 
Meirionyddcontaineth  two  com¬ 
mots,  Eflumaner  and Taly  Bout. 
Eftim  manor  hath  in  it  four 
parifhes  ;  Penal,  Tywyn,  Llan- 
fihangel,  and  Tal  y  Llyn  ;  Penal 
conflfteth  of  two  townfhips, 
Cwmcadian  and  Penal  Here, 
by  the  church,  is  a  place  called 
Cefn  Caer*  I  have  feen  a  piece 
of  {liver  which  had  been  lately 
found  there,,  having  thereon  the 
title  of  Domitian,  the  Emperor, 
which  argueth  the  antiquity  of 
the  place  (y  maes  ymhenal). 
Near  this  place  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Penal,  in  the  days  of 
Edward  the  fourth,-  by  the  men 
of  William  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
and  Thomas  Gruffudd  ap  Ni¬ 
cholas,  with  the  houfe  of  Lan- 
caffer,  when  the  faid  Thomas 
obtained  the  viftory.  Towyn 
hath  two  townfhips ;  I  could 
not  learn  of  any  place  of  note 
in  this  Parifh,  except  Aber  Do- 
vey  or  Dyfi,  a  fmall  haven  town 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Dyh. 
Llanvihangel  hath  3  (three) 
townfhips,  Llanliwydau,  Pen¬ 
nant,  (which  is  a  part  of  the 
com  mot  of  Tal  y  Bont  jand  Llan¬ 
vihangel.  There,  upon  the  bank 
of  the  little  river  Llaethnant,  on 
a  rock,  was  fituated  a  ftrona; 
caffle,  called  Caffell  y  Biri; 
I  think  the  Earl  of  Che  her, 
when  Grffith  ap  Conan,  Prince 
of  North  Wales,  remained  in  his 
prifon,  did  build  this  caffle ;  we 


read  in  the  author  of  Griffith  ap 
Conan’s  life,  that  the  earl  made 
divers  caftles  in  North  Wales, 
and  one  in  Merionithffiire,  which 
unlefs  it  be  this,.  I  know  not 
where  it  ffiould  be.  Thomas  of 
Walfingham  faith,  that  after  the 
death  of  Leoline  (1284)  the  E^rl 
of  Pembroke  took  the  fame, 
from  the  faid  prince’s  garrifon. 

Tal  y  Llynn  (that  is,,  the  head 
of  the  lake,  fo  called  from  the 
pool  Llynn  Meingul,  which  is 
a  mile  long;  and  from  which 
the  River  Dyfynni  takes  its 
journey  towards  the  fea;)  con- 
taineth  fix  townffiips,  viz.  Ceif- 
wyn  Corys,  Y  ft  rad  Cwyn,  Rhiw- 
ogo,  Maes  Llan,  Cedris,  andMaes 
Trefnant.  We  find  in  an  old 
inquif  tion,  that  the  land  between 
the  Rivers  Dyfi  and  Bulas,  (that 
is  the  whole  Parifh  of  Llanwryn) 
was  in  times  pad,  part  of  the 
commot  of  Eftum  manor,  (Yf- 
tum  anar)  for  oneEinion  ap  Seif- 
yllt,  in  King  John  or  Henry 
third’s  time,  who  held  the  fame 
land,  in  capite  of  Llywelyn 
Fawr,  (ap  Meredith  ap  Conan 
ap  Llywelyn  Vychan)  his  bro¬ 
ther,  then  Lord  of  Meirionydd, 
upon  fome  difcord  between  them 
and  him  fled  to  the  Lord  of  Po¬ 
wys,  which  of  right  belonged  to 
this  comot.  Tal  y  Bont  is  fe- 
parated  from  Eftumaner,  by  the 
River  Dyfynni,  and  hath  in  it 
four  parifhes,  viz.  Llan  Egryn, 
Llan  Gelynin,  Dolgelleu,  and 
Llan  Fachreth.  Llan  Egryn 
hath  two  townfhips,  RhydCryw, 
and  Peniarth.  Llan  Gelynin  con- 
taineth  thefe  townfhips,  Crogen 
(Crygynan)  where  are  feen  the 
ruins  of  Caer  Bradwen;  this 
Brad  wen  wras  father  to  Ednowain- 
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ap  Bradwen,  who  was  one  of 
the  fifteen  tribes  of  North  Wales. 
Morfannog,  Llwyn,  Goryl  Bod 
Gadfan,  and  Llan  Fendigaid. 
Dol  Gellau  hath  thefe  townfhips; 
Dol  Glydair,  Cefn  yr  ywen, 
Deffrydan,  Garth  Maelan  (Garth 
Gynfawr)  Brithdir.  The  manor 
of  Gwanas  and  Dolgellau, 
are  fituated  under  the  great 
hill  Cadair  Idris  (which  for 
height  giveth  place  to  none  in 
Wales  except  Snowden)  in  the 
pleafant  little  valley  between  the 
Rivers  Aran  and  Mawr;  the 
River  Mowddach  ebbeth  and 
floweth  within  a  mile  of  it, 
whofe  banks  are  much  frequent¬ 
ed  by  reafonof  the  herb  Scurvy- 
grafs,  which  grows  there  in  great 
abundance. 

Llan  Fachraeth,  hath  only  the 
townfhip  of  Nannau  in  it,  here 
is  the  feat  of  the  eminent  family 
of  the  Nanneys,  lineally  de- 
fcended  from  Cadwgan  ap 
Bleddyn,  Prince  of  Powys,  and 
ruler  of  South  Wales,  in  this 
townfhip  is  fituated  the  abbey  of 
Cymmer,  founded  by  Meredith 
and  Griffith,  Lords  of  Merion- 
ydd,  and  the  fons  of  Conan, 
the  fon  of  Owain  Gwynedd, 
Prince  of  North  Wales,  A.  D. 
1198.  Upon  a  little  bank,  near 
this  monallery,  called  y  Pentre, 
once  flood  Caflel  Cymmer,  in 
Meirionydd,  which  the  fons  of 
Cadwgan  ap  Bleddyn  overthrew 
A.  D.  1113,  upon  fome  difplea- 
fure  conceived  againfi  the  fons 
of  'Uchdrut  ap  Edwin,  who  had 
built  the  fame.  The  comot,  or 
lordfhip  of  Mowddwy  lieth  eaff- 
Ward,  between  Tai  y  Bont  and 
Montgomeryfhire,  it  containeth 
two  parifhes,  Mallwyd  and  Llan 


ym  Mowddwy,  Mallwyd  hath  iff 
it  thefe  townfhips,  Gartheiniog, 
Nant  y  Mynach,  Maes  Glafeu, 
Camlan,  Gweinion,  Mallwyd, 
Dugoed,  Dinas  Mowddwy  (a 
little  market  town)  and  Keryft. 
Llan  y  Mowddwy,  hath  thefe, 
Cwm  Cenydd,  Gowarch,  Lian- 
erch  Fyda,and  Pennant ;  in  which 
rifeth  the  River  Dyfi,  and  run¬ 
neth  fouthward  to  Montgomery¬ 
fhire.  The  comot,  Ardudwy,  is 
feparated  from  Tal  y  Bont  by  the 
River  Mowddach, which  runneth 
by  Giraldus  Macria,  and  contain¬ 
eth  as  many  townfhips  as  parilh¬ 
es,  it  is  divided  into  two  baili¬ 
wicks,  Uwch  Artro  (a  river  fo 
called)  and  Is  Artro,  the  latter 
whereof  containeth  four  parifhes 
viz,  Llan  Illtud,  upon  the  hanks 
of  the  Mowddach,  over  againft 
Cvmner  Abbey;  then  Llan 
Aber,  there  at  Aber  Mowddach 
(ufually  called  Bermo,  in  Eng- 
lifh  Barmouth)  a  haven  town : 
the  River  Mowddach,  divideth 
itfelf  into  two  heads,  making  a 
little  Ifland  called  Ynys  Brawd 
(the  Friar’s  Ifland)  and  fo  pour- 
eth  itfelf  into  the  Ocean.  In 
this  town  (Barmouth)  alfo  there 
is  a  military  fence  or  trench,  call 
about  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
called  Dinas  Gortin.  Next  up¬ 
on  the  fhore  is  the  townfhip  and 
parifh  of  Llan  Ddwy'we,  then 
Llan  Enddwyn.  Is  Artro,  hath 
thefe  townfhips  and  parifhes  fol¬ 
lowing  :  Llan  Bedr,  (here,  in  a 
jock,  were  found  the  Roman 
coins  of  Philippus,  Caefar  Vic- 
torius,  Pofthumus,  Titricius* 
fome  having  the  effigies  of  a  wo¬ 
man’s  head,  with  this  infcription 
about  it,  Div,£  Marian  a,  on 
the  other  fide  a  man,  with  a  ja¬ 
velin 
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velin  in  his  hand,  fitting  be¬ 
tween  the  wings  of  a  flying  ea¬ 
gle,  within,  this  infcription,  con- 
secratio  :,  the  next  parifh  is 
Llan  Fair,  then  Llan  Danwg- 
wherein  is  the  townfhip  and  caf- 
tleof  Hardlech.  MaehwnGwy- 
nedd  (as  our  antient  hiftories  do 
teftify)  built  this  town,  calling  it 
Caer  Colin  ;  David  ap  Ifan  ap 
Einion  kept  this  cafcle  for  the 
houfe  of  Lancaffer,  till  William 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  with  his 
great  army,  compelled  him  to 
yield  on  certain  conditions.  Not 
far  from  hence  is  the  parifh  of 
Llanvihangel  y  Traethau,  and 
the  Parifh  of  Llan  Tecwyn,  and 
between  thefe  two  arms  of  the 
fea  (called  Traeth  Mawr.  and 
Traeth  Bychan  J  is  Llan  Frothen: 
the  next  parifh,  is  Maen  Twrog 
of  which  Archdeacon  Prys 
was  Reflor,  and  where  he  was 
buried  (P.  W,j  when  ein  are  feen 
the  ruins  of  Mur  Caifell,  now 
called  Tommen  y  Mur  :  here 
the  kings  of  England  ufed  to  en¬ 
camp,  when  they  came  againfl 
North  Wales.  In  the  Parifh  of 
Efeftiniog,  upon  Helen’s  Port¬ 
way,  are  leen  a  great  number  of 
graves,  which  the  inhabitants 
call  Beddau  Gwyr  Ardudwy. 
In  the  Parilh  of  Traws  Fynydd, 
once  flood  Pry  for  Caftle,  the 
walls  of  which,  are  yet  vifible. 
Here  alfo,  not  far  from  Rhiw 
Goch,  is  a  flone  with  this  in¬ 
fcription;  HIC  IN  TUMULO  JA- 
GET  EPORIUS  OUI  HOMO  XTIA- 
N  US  F  U  IT. 

The  Cantred  of  Penllyn  had 
i  in  it  three  comots,  Uwch  Me- 
i  loch,  and  Ismeloch,  and  Mig- 
]  neint,  but  now  all  thefe  three 
make  but  one  comot,  which  is 


divided  into  the  bailiwicks  of 
UwchTrewerin,  and  Is  Trewer- 
in  ;  Uwch  Trewerin  hath  three 
parifhes,  Llanuwchllyn,  Llany- 
ccil,  and  Llan  Gower.  In  the  pa¬ 
rifh  of  Llan  Uwchllyn,  upon  the 
fouth  bank  of  the  River  Lliw,  on 
a  high  craggy  rock,  are  feen  the 
walls  of  an  old  caflle,  called 
Caftell  Carn  Dochen;  and  op- 
polite  to  it,  is  Caer  Gai,  built  in 
the  time  of  the  Romans,  as  many 
fuppofe,  by  the  antient  coin  of 
the  Emperor  Domitian  found 
there  of  late  ;  here  alfo  was  dig¬ 
ged  up  a  ftone,  with  this  in¬ 
fcription,  hic  JACET  SALVIANUS 
BURSOCAVI  FILIUS  CUPETIAN. 

This  place  was  called  Caer 
Gai,  from  Cai  Hir  ap  Cynyr, 
who  was  King  Arthur’s  folfer 
brother,  and  dwelt  there;  but 
by  what  name  it  was  called  in 
the  Romans’  time,  I  know  not.- 
This  parifh  hath  in  it  the  town- 
fhips  of  Pen  Aran,  Tref  Prys,- 
Pen  Nanlliw  and  Tre  CaftelL 
Llanvihangrel  hath  thefe  town- 

#  o 

fhips :  Maeflmn,  Strofelyn  and 
Cyffty  ;  G-wernefel,  Bedw  Ar- 
ien,  Lianyccil  and  Bala;  (a  mar¬ 
ket  town,  at  the  end  of  which,, 
there  is  a  great  mound,  on  which 
once  Hood  a  caftle,  which  A.  D. 
1202,  Leoline,  Prince  of  Wales, 
fortified ;  and  near  this  town, 
weft  ward,  is  alfo  a  fine  lake, 
called  Llyn  Tegid,  in  Englifh, 
Pemble  Mere,  which  is  about 
five  miles  in  length,  and  near 
two  in  breadth)  Llan  Gower  and 
Dwy  Graig,  in  this  parifh,  are 
two  fmall  mounts,  upon  the  eafl 
bank  of  the  River  Dee,  near  the 
lake  of  Llyn  Tegid,  one  of 
which  bears  the  name  of  Gronw 
Befr  o  Benllyn,  the  caftle  of 

\  Gronw, 
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Gronw,  the  fair  of  Penllyn,  he 
lived  in  Maelgwn  Gwynedd’s 
time. 

Is  Trewerin  containeth  two 
parities,  Llanvawr  (here  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  hard  and  warrior,  Lly- 
warch  Hen,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  buried,  circa  A.  D.  580, 
P.  W.)  and  Llan  Dderfel, 
which,  according  to  the  “  Ex¬ 
tent  of  North  Wales”  contain 
nine  townfhips, viz.  Rhiwaedog; 
here  at  a  place  called  Neuaddau 
Gleifion,  formerly  dwelt  Ririd 
Elaidd,  or  the  wolf  ofthetiibe 
of  Penllyn  :  then  Pen  Maen,  Cil 
Talgarth,  Llan  Dderfel,  Cym- 
cyfgadwy,  Hengaer,  Nan  Ffreu-. 
er,  Selowr,  and  Nanllydiog.  In 
the  church  wall  oi  Llanlawr,  is 
a  piece  of  (lone  with  thefe  let¬ 
ters  thereon,  cavos  eniarsii. 
the  reft  is  loft.  Hard  by  is  a 
circle  of  great  ftones,  which  the 
inhabitants  call  Pabell  Llyzoarch 
Hen ,  i  e  Llywarch  Hen’s  Pavi¬ 
lion,  who  lived  in  Arthur’s  time. 
In  the  parifh  of  Llan  Dderfel, 
there  is  a  mountain  called  Cefn 
Crwyni ;  about  which  is  a  great 
military  trench.  In  the  comot 
of  Penllyn,  is  that  famous  lake, 
above  mentioned,  fo  much  fpo- 
ken  of  by  all  authors,  Pemble 
Mere,  or  Llyn  Tegid,  from 
which  the  River  Dee,  (which 
-the  Welch  call  Dyfrdwy)  be¬ 
gins  its  journey,  with  fo  gentle 
and  flow  a  motion,  that  often¬ 
times  when  it  rains  in  thofe  weft 


tern  mountains,  the  river  Trew'- 
erin,  that  pafteth  by  Bala,  run¬ 
neth  into  the  Dee,  with  fuch 
force,  that  the  latter  is  obliged 
to  give  place  and  return  back 
into  the  lake.  In  times  paft, 
Edeirnion  and  Glyn  Dyfrdwy 
were  feudal  comots ;  but  now 
both  go  under  the  name  of  Ed- 
eirnion ;  through  the  midft  there¬ 
of  pafteth  the  river  Dee  to  Den- 
bigfhire,  about  whofe  banks  are 
thefe  parirhes,  Llan  Drillo,  Llan 
Gar  and  Corwen,  where  Owen, 
the  great  prince  of  N.  W.,  en¬ 
camped  in  1164,  when  Hen¬ 
ry  II.  came  againft  northWales; 
trenches  are  yet  to  be  feen. 
Over  the  river  Dee,  is  Rug, 
now  the  manfion  of  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Salifbury,  of  Glynn  Dyfr¬ 
dwy  :  here  Gruffudd  ap  Conan, 
Prince  of  Wales,  being  defired 
by  the  Earl  of  Chefter  to  meet 
him  with  a  fmall  guard,  little 
fufpeHing  any  treachery,  was 
taken  by  the  faid  earl  and  im- 
prifoned  for  a  long  time.  Next 
is  Llan  St.  Ffreid,  then  Bettws, 
and  laft  of  all  Gwyddelwern, 
which  church,  St.  Beuno  built 
upon  the  ground  that  Conan  ap 
Brochwel  Yfeithrog,  King  of 
Powys,  had  beftowed  upon  him, 
as  the  author  of  St.  Benno’s  life 
doth  teftify. 

Robert  Vaughan, 
Of  Hengwrt. 


TH& 


(  i93  ) 


THE  ANCIENT  LAWS  OF  WALES. 


These  laws  are,  in  fubflance,  the  jurifprudence  of  the  Britons, 
from  the  earlieft  period;  fimple  and  few  in  their  origin;  accu¬ 
mulating,  and  becoming  more  diffufive,  according  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  the  progreffive  if  ate  of  the  fociety  for  which  they  were 
formed,  under  the  influence  of  the  examples  of  neighbouring 
nations. 

Many  abufes,  errors,  and  contradictions,  muff  have  crept  into  them 
in  a  length  of  time,  which  were  borne  without  any  great  incon- 
veniency  at  firft ;  but  the  value  of  property  riling,  as  fociety 
advanced,  and  became  more  confiohdated,  the  evils  alfo  grew 
more  intolerable. 

Howel  the  good,  king  of  W ales*,  feeling  the  great  urgency  of  the 
matter,  ordered  a  thorough  revifion  of  the  laws ;  which  he  ac- 
complifhed  by  recurring  to  the  eftablifhed  means,  of  a  folemn 
convocation  of  the  elders  of  the  people. 

A  great  many  copies  of  the  laws,  as  reformed  by  that  affembly, 
are  flill  extant;  but  they  are  tranfcripts,  more  properly,  of  the 
fpirit  of  each  particular  inifitute,  than  of  the  words  of  them. 
The  original  acfs  were  depofited  in  places  appointed  for  that 
purpofe,  and  to  thefe  the  lawyers  reforted,  and  drew  up  fuch 
forms  as  fuited  their  purpofe,  often  abbreviating  the  originals, 
or  enlarging  upon  particular  points,  by  giving  illuifrations  of 
their  own. 

It  is  only  by  fuch  a  fuppofition  that  we  can  rationally  account  for 
the  great  differences,  we  find  between  all  the  copies,  in  the 
phrafeology.  Very  little  can  be  attributed  to  tranfcribers ;  for 
every  copy,  which  the  editor  has  feen,  has  the  appearance  of 
being  as  old  as  the  time  when  thofe  laws  were  in  force,  and 
the  original  documents  were  reforted  to,  in  forming  the  codes, 
which  are  now  extant. 

Dr.  Wotton,  with  the  aid  of  the  Rev.  Mofes  Williams,  pub- 
lifhed  a  valuable  edition  of  thefe  laws  in  1730  ;  formed  by  col¬ 
lating  feveral  old  copies,  with  a  latin  tranflation,  and  a  great 
deal  of  good  explanatory  matter. 

The  manufcript,  from  which  the  prefent  verfion  is  given,  is  in 
the  Britifh  Mufeum,  B.  Cotton.  Cleopatra ,  B.  V.  p.  136. 
Plut.  xix.  A.  quoted  before  in  p.  26  of  this  volume.  This 
copy  was  not  one  of  thofe  reforted  to  in  forming  the  above-* 

*  Howel,  Prince  of  all  the  Welfh.  \V.  S.  M. — Howel  fucceeded  to  the  princi¬ 
pality  of  South  Wales  in  the  year  907;  of  all  Wales  in  94c;  and  died  in  948. 

See  Warrington' $  Hijlory  of  Wales ,  p ige  145  of  the  fceond  Edition, 
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mentioned  edition,  by  Dr.  W otton*.  It  is  one  of  tbe  fund?* 
and  moll  complete  of  any  that  may  be  extant ;  and  being  hi¬ 
therto  not  made  ufe  of,  it  is  conceived  that  it  will  b£  an  im¬ 
portant  acquifition  to  thofe  who  are  fond  of  inveftigating  Celtic 
antiquities  ;  efpecially  when  we  confider  that  every  new  copy 
brought  forward  throws  much  additional  illuftration  on  the 
fubjedl. 


THE  king  of  Wales,  How- 
el  the  good  fon  of  Cadell, 
afled  by  the  gtace  of  God, 
prayer  and  tailing,  when  Wales 
was  in  his  polfeffion,  according 
to  its  boundary :  the  fixty-four 
cantrevs  of  South  Wales  t,  the 
eighteen  cantrevs  of  North 
Wales  the  fixty  townlhips  of 
Trachyrchell,  and  the  fixty 
townlhips  of  Buallt.  And, 
within  that  limit  nobody’s  word 
went  before  his  word,  but  his 
was  fuperior  to  all. 

As  bad  cuftoms  and  bad  laws 
exilted  beiore  his  time,  he  there¬ 
upon  fummoned  fix  men  out 
of  every  comot  in  Wales,  and 
brought  them  to  him,  to  the 
White  Houfe  ||;  together  with 
feven  fcore  croziers,  between 
bifhops,  archbilhops,  abbots,  and 
good  inllruftors,  to  form  whole- 
fome  laws;  and  to  abrogate 
thofe  that  were  become  bad,  be¬ 
fore  his  time  ;  and  to  make  good 
ones  in  their  place*  and  thus  to 
give  liability  to  his  own  name. 

And,  out  of  that  number, 
twelve  of  the  wifefl  laymen, 

and 


BRENHIN  Kymru  Hywel 
Da  mab  Kadell  awnaeth 
drwy  rad  duw  agwedi  adyrwell 
can  oed  eidaw  ef  kymry  ydaii 
ytheruyn.  Pedwar  cantref  athru- 
gein  deheubarth  adeunaw  can¬ 
tref  gwyned.  athriugeintref 
trachyrchell.  athriugeintrel  bu¬ 
allt.  Ac  yntervyn  hynny  nyd 
geir  geir  neb  arnaw  ef.  ageir  yw 
yeir  ef  ar  bawp. 


Elfef  yttoed  drycdedyuev  a 
dryckyfureithieu  kynnoc  ef. 
Ykymertli  ynteu  chwegwyr 
obop  kymwd  ygkymry.  Ac 
yduc  attaw  yr  ty  gwynn.  afeith 
ugein  baglawc  yrwng  efgyb  ac 
archefgyb.  acabadeu.  ac  athraori 
da  ywneuthur  ykyfureithyev  da. 
ac  ydiot  yrei  drwc  aoed  kynnoc 
ef.  Ac  ywneuthur  yrei  da  yn 
eu  lie.  Ac  ycadarnhav  yenw 
yhuri. 

Ac  or  niuer  hwnnw  ydewif- 
fwyd  ydeudec  lleyc  doethaf,  ac 


*  There  is  alfo  a  valuable  MS.  of  the  laws,  not  examined  by  Dr.  Wotton,  in  the 
colle&ion  at  the  WeHh  School,  in  London.  The  editor  has  made  ufe  of  it,  to  illuf- 
trate  his  tranllation ;  and  is  referred  to  under  the  initials  W.  S.  M. 

+  The  South  Part. 

J  Gwyned  is  properly  North  Wales,  exclufive  of  Powys. 

11  We  recognize  this  fpot  at  the.  ruins  of  Whitland  Abbey,  above  Tenby,  on  the 
little  river  Tav,  in  Caermai  thenlhire.  Some  copies  of  the  laws  fay  that  the  If 
Gwyn  was  a  houfe  for  the  conveniency  of  hunting,  made  of  white  rods. 
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and  one  fcholar,  were  fele£led 
to  make  the  laws*. 

Thus,  when  they  had  fini Hied 
making  the  militates,  they  im¬ 
precated  the  maledi£lion  of 
God,  and  of  that  aflembly,  and 
of  Wales  in  general,  upon  who¬ 
ever  fhould  tranfgrefs  them  t . 

And  this  book  was  compiled 
by  Morgeneu,  and  Cyvnerth 
his  fon. 

The  laws  of  the  court  were 
revifed  firft,  as  they  were  the 
mod  important  of  them. 


un  fcholheic  doethaf  ywneuthur 
ykyfureithyeu. 

EfFef  awnaethapt  wy  ban 
daruu  gwneuthur  ykyfureithyev. 
Dodi  emelldith  duw  ac  un  ygy- 
nulleidua  honno  ac  un  kymry 
benbaladyr  ar  yneb  adorrei  ykyf¬ 
ureithyeu  hynn. 

Ar  llyfuyr  hwnn  hevyd  mor- 
genev.  acliyuanerth  ymab  ydi- 
goned  |. 

Achyfureithyeu  llys  aedrycfu 
wyd  yn  gyntaf.  kan  oedyn  pen- 
haf  or  kyfureithyeu. 


The  King  and  the  Queen ,  with 
their  twenty-four  officerSi 
Patron  of  the  family 
Domeffic  chaplain 
Steward  of  the  houfehold 
Judge  of  the  court 
Falconer 
Chief  groom 
Chief  huntlman 
Steward  of  the  houfe  to  the  queen 
Queen’s  chaplain 
Domeffic  bard 
Silentiary 

Door-keeper  of  the  hall 

Door-keeper  of  the  chamber 

Page  of  the  chamber 

Chambermaid 

G  room  of  the  rein 

Chandler 

Butler 

Mead  brewer 

Officers 


Brenhin  ar  Vrenhines.  ac  eu 
pedwar  Jwydaivc  arliugeint . 
Penteulu 
EfFeirad  teulu 
Dyflein 
Ygnad  llys 
Hebogyd 
Penguaffrawd 
Penkynyd 
Dyftein  yvrenhines 
EfFeriad  yvrenhines 
Bard  teulu 
Goflegwr 
Dryfawr  yneuad 
Dryfawr  yr  yflauell 
Gwas  yflauell 
Morwyn  yflauell 
Gwaftrawd  avwyn 
Kanhwyllyd 
Trullyad 
Metyd 

Swydwyr 


*  The  Wi  S.  M.  is  different. - It  fays  that  four,  out  of  the  fix,  from  each 

comot,  were  laymen,  and.  the  other  two  were  fcholars. 


f  When  the  affemhly  had  fettled  the  laws  which  it  judged  proper  to  be  efta- 
blifhed,  Ho\Vel  gave  them  his  authority,  and  commanded,  that  they  fhould  be  fcru- 
puloufly  obferved.  Howel,  alfo,  and  the  wife  men  who  were  with  him,  dellred 
their  maledidtion,  and  that  of  all  Wales  upon  fuch  rs  tranfgreffed  the  laws;  and  they 
invoked  a  malediction  upon  the  judge  who  fhould  accept  a  bribe  to  bias  a  decilion  ; 
and  upon  the  lord  who  fhould  give  it.  W.  S.  M. 

F  Cyfnerth  mab  Morgeneu  yn  gyntaf  a  fcrifennodd  ac  a  ddofparthodd  y  Ilyfyr 
yma  ar  y  dull  ar  wedcl  hon.  Jafp.  Gruff.  1600.  The  above  note  is  written  in  the 
margin  of  the  MS.  It  fays  thus:  Cyvnerth  the  fon  of  Morgeneu  hrft  wrote  and 
arranged  this  book,  under  the  form  and  manner  it  bears. 

O  2 
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Officers  of  the  court  Swydwyr  llys 

Cook  Goc 

Footholder  T  roedawc 

Phyfician  Medyc 

Groom  of  the  rein  to  the  queen.  Gwaltrawd  avwyn  yvrenmneS* 


The  officers  are  entitled  to 
have  their  woollen  garments, 
which  they  Hand  in  need  of, 
from  the  king;  and  the  linen 
garments  from  the  queen,  three 
times  in  the  year  :  at  Chriftmas, 
Eafter,.  and  Whitfuntide. 

The  queen  fhall  participate  in 
all  the  certain  revenue  of  the 
king*. 

The  officers  of  the  queen 
have  a  proportion  of  one  third 
with  the  officers  of  the  king. 

The  three  perfons  that  give 
an  infr  It  to  the  king  t :  he  that 
violates  his  protection ;  he  that 
kills  one  of  his  men  in  his  pre¬ 
fence  ;  and  he  that  obflru&s  his 
wife;};. 

For  fuch  infult  to  the  king  §, 
a  hundred  cows  ffiall  be  paid 
on  account  of  every  cantrev  of 
his  kingdom;  and  a  filver  rod 
with  three  knobs  at  top,  and 
three  at  bottom,  that  ffiall  reach 
from  the  ground  to  the  king’s 


Dy  eyed  yfwydogyon  yw 
kafaelbrethynwifc  adylyant  ygan 
ybrenhin  allieinwifc  yganyuren- 
hines  teirgweith  yny  vlwydyn. 
Nodolyc.  aphafc.  afulgwyn. 

Ran  oholl  ynill  ybrenhin  oe 
wlad  dilis  ageif  yurenhines. 

Swydogyon  yvrenhines.  tray- 
anawc  vydant  ar  fwydogyon 
ybrenhin. 

Tri  dyn  aw  nan  t  farhaed  yr 
brenhin.  ynep  atorro  ynawd. 
Ar  neb  alado  ywr  yny  wyd,  Ar 
neb  arwyftro  ywreic. 

j' 

Can  mu  hagen  atelir  yn far¬ 
haed  ybrenhin  yngkyfueir  pob 
cantref  oe  teyrnas.  Agwialen 
aryarrt.  athrrban  arnei.  athriban 
adanei.'  agyrhaedo  or  daear  hyd 
yad  ybrenhin  ban  eiftedo  yny 
gadeir  kyntewed  ae  aryanuys. 


■*  The  king  is  bound  to  grant  to  the  queen  a  third  of  his  income  from  lanaed 
property;  and.  thus  the  king’s  officers  are  to  yield  one  third  to  the  officers  of  the 
queen.  W.  S.  M. 

-}•  An  infult  may  he  given  to  the  king  in  three  ways :  when  his  protection  is  vio¬ 
lated,  by  killing  a  perlon  who  ffiall  have  fought  an  afylum  with  him;  fecondly, 
when  one  party  kills  a  man  of  the  other,  at  an  interview  between  two  kingo  on 
their  neutral  boundary;  and  thirdly,  by  mi fufing his  wife.  W.  S.  M. 

The  Welffi  word  Brenm,  which  is  rendered  king,  means  ftridtly  he  who  has  the 
adminiflration  of  juftice;  confequently  the  ‘Tywy/og,  that  has  the  lead,  or  the  leader, 
which  is  commonly  tranilated  prince,  is  a  title  ot  iuperior  dignity  to  the  other,  in  a 
political  fenfe.  This  accounts  for  the  fovereign  of  the  country  being  generally  called 
' Tywyjbg ,  wh'ilft  the  title  of  Bunin  is  often  found  attached  to  a  lord  of  a 
petty  dulrict. 

%  In  other  copies  this  expreffion  is  explicit— He  that  /educes  his  wife. 

§  Of  Aberfraw.  W.  S.  M. 
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face,  when  he  fits  in  his  chair, 
and  as  thick  as  his  ring  finger; 
and  a  golden  bafon,  which  fhall 
hold  fully  as  much  as  the  king 
drinks,  of  the  thicknefs  of  a 
hufbandman’s  nail,  who  fhall 
have  followed  hufbandry  for 
feven  years  ;  and  a  golden  cover 
as  broad  as  the  king’s  face, 
equally  thick  as  the  bafon*. 

The  privilege  of  the  lord  of 
Dinevort,  is  to  receive  as  many 
white  cows  as  would  reach  com¬ 
pletely,  one  at  the  tail  of  the 
other,  with  a  bull  between 
every  fcore  of  them,  from  Ar- 
goel  to  the  palace  of  Dinevor. 

The  death  of  the  king  is 
compen fated  at  three  times  as 
much  as  is  paid  for  an  infult  to 
him ;  that  is,  by  its  triple  aug¬ 
mentation. 

By  three  means  the  queen 
may  be  infulted:  wrhen  her 
protetfion  is  tranfgrefied ;  or 
when  {truck  through  hatred ;  or 
when  a  thing  is  taken  by  force 
out  of  her  hand ;  and  thereupon 
fatisfa&ion  fhall  be  made  to  the 
queen,  equal  in  value  to  the 
third  for  an  infult  to  the  king, 
the  gold  and  filver  excepted  :J. 


The  prefumptive  heir§  is  the 
moft  honourable  next  to  the 
king  and  the  queen. 


1(V 

afiol  eur  aanho  Hawn  diawd 
ybrenhin  yndi  kyn  tewed  ac 
ewin  amaeth  aryamaetho  feith 
mlyned  aclawr  eur  avo  kyfled 
ac  wynep  ybrenhin  kyn  tewed 
ar  fioL 


Breint  Argluyd  dineuwr  yw 
aanho  owarthec  gwynnyon.— 
aphen  pob  un  wrth  ylofgwrn 
ygilyd.  Atharw  rwng  pob  ugein 
ohonunt  mal  ybo  kyflawn.  o. 
argoel  hyd  yn  llys  dineuwr. 

EfTef  atelir  ygalanas  brenhin 
trichymeint  ac  ataler  ynyfarhaed 
gan  ydri  dyrchauael. 

Odri  mod  yfarheir  yvren- 
hines.  Ban  aorrer  ynawd.  neu 
ban  trawer  drwy  lid.  neu  ban 
dynher  peth  gan  treis  oe  llaw. 
Ac  yna  ytelir  trayan  kywerthid 
farhaed  ybrenhin  yr  vrenhines. 
heb  eur  heb  aryan. 


Anrydedusaf  yw  yr  edling 
gwedy  ybrenhin  ar  vrenhines. 

Brawd 


*  Inftead  of  the  payment  being  part  in  filver  and  part  in  gold,  it  is  faid  to  be  all 
of  the  latter  metal,  in  the  W.  S.  M.  thus:  A  golden  rod  as  long  as  himfelf,  of  the 
thicknefs  of  his  little  finger  ;  and  a  golden  tablet,  as  broad  as  his  face,  and  as 
thick  as  a  hufbandman’s  nail. 

f  CafFael  dros  ei  faarhaed,  is  to  have  in  fatisfadtion  for  an  infult.  MS.  marked  P 
in  Wotton’s  edition. 

+  1°  the  W.  S.  M.  follows  this:  The  king  fhould  have  in  his  company  thirty-fix 
perlons  on  horfeback  ;  the  twenty-four  officers,  and  the  twtdve  refidents  by  curtefy ; 
befides  his  family,  his  fclebt  friends,  his  fervants,  his  minflrels,  and  thofe  whom  he 
maintains  by  his  bounty  ^  and  that  is  called  the  king’s  retinue. 

S  Edlin ,  one  in  the  line  of  fucceffion. — Edlin  yu  yr  hun  adyly  gwledychu  gwedy 
y  brenhin,  the  Edlin  ought  to  govern  after  the  king,  W.  S,  M. 
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He  is  to  be  a  brother,  or  3. 
fon,  or  a  nephew,  as  brother’s 

fon,  to  the  king*. 

The  protection  of  the  pre- 
fumptive  heir  is,  to  fend  the 
perfon  out  of  the  reach  of 


Brawd  neu  vab  neu  nai  vab 
brawd  vyd  ynteu  yr  brenhin. 

Naud  yr  edling  yw.  canheb- 
rwng  ydyn  yndiogel. 


danger. 

The  fatisfaCtion  for  the  infult, 
and  for  the  death  of  the  pre¬ 
emptive  heir  and  the  king,  are 
alike,  except  the  gold  and 
filverf. 

The  place  of  the  prefumptive 
heir  is  in  the  hall,  oppofite  to 
the  king,  on  the  other  fide  oi 

the  fire. 

Between  the  heir  apparent 
and  the  pillar,  next  to  him,  the 
judge  of  the  court  fhall  fit;  and 
the  domeftic  chaplain,  on  the 
other  fide  of  him;  and  then  the 
chief  of  fongf;  and  then  there 
is  no  fixt  place  to  any  one  in  the 

The  free  men  and  the  collec¬ 
tors  of  the  revenue  fhall  be  in 
the  lodging  of  the  prefumptive 


Un  farhaed  ac  un  alanas  yw 
yr  edling  ar  brenhin  eithyr  eur 
ac  ary  ant. 

Lie  yr  edling  yny  neuad 
ybyd.  kyuarwyneb  ar  brenhin 
yam  ytan  ac  el. 

Yrwng  ygwrthrychyad  ar  gol- 
ofyn  yn  nefaf  idaw  yr  eifte  yr 
ygnad  llys.  Ar  parth  arall  idaw 
yr  effeiryad  teulu.  Ac  odyna 
ypenkerd.  Ac  odyna  nyd  oes 
lie  dilis  ynep  yny  neuad. 

Ugwyr  rydyon  ar  kyllidufon 
yn  Hetty  yr  edling  ybydant. 


heir.  . 

It  is  incumbent  on  the  king 

to  defray  the  whole  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  prefumptive  heir,  in 
an  honourable  manner1^. 

The 


Brenhin  bieu  rodi  yr  edling 
ylioll  treul  yn  anrydedus. 

t 

Lletty 


*  The  members  of  the  king  are,  his  fons,  his  nephews,  and  his  coufins.  Some  fay, 
that  each  of  thofe  is  an  Edlin  ;  others  fay,  that  no  one  is  fo,  but  to  whom  the  king 
lhall  give  hope  and  profpedt  of  fucceeding.  W,  S.  M. 

+  In  another  copy — Except  a  diminution  of  one  third.  Perhaps  the  gold  and  filver, 
W  deScd,  waPsyth=„  confidered  equal  in  value  to  the  third  part  of  the  number  of 
cattle  fpecified,  as  the  fatislaftion  required  for  the  king. 

t  The  hation  of  the  chief  of  fong,  or  to  fpeak  more  modernly,  the  dodtor  of  mu- 
fjc  was  honorary;  for  he  was  not  one  of  the  twenty-four  officers;  and  his  was  a 
diftin#  poft  from  that  of  the  domeftic  bard;  though  fome  of  their  privileges  e 
confounded  together  in  moft  copies  of  the  laws. 


t  And  even  his  horfes  and  dogs;  his  rings,  jewels,  and  his  arms :  if  he  dies,  he 
leaves  themu  the  king  ;  for  he  pays  no  other  heriot.  W.  S.  M, 
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The  lodging  of  the  preemp¬ 
tive  heir,  and  the  king’s  fons 
with  him,  is  in  the  hall  *. 

It  is  the  duty  of  him  who  has 
to  provide  firing,  to  kindle  the 
fire,  and  to  ffiut  the  doors,  when 
the  prefumptive  heir  is  gone  to 
fieep. 

The  prefumptive  heir  fhall 
have  a  fufficiency,  as  an  allow¬ 
ance,  on  the  three  principal 
fefiivals. 

The  noble,  by  privilege,  is  to 
fit  at  the  king’s  fide,  on  the 
right  of  him ;  exery  one  (hall  fit 
as  he  pleafes  afterwards  +. 


A  PRIVILEGED  right  of  grant¬ 
ing  protection  appertains  to  every 
officer  J, 

The  protection  of  the  queen, 
is  to  fend  the  perfon  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  country,  without, 
purfuit  or  obftruCtion. 

The  protection  of  the  patron 
of  the  family,  is  to  fend  the  per¬ 
fon  out  of  the  bounds  of  the 
comot. 

The  protection  of  the  domeflic 
chaplain  is  as  far  as  the  neareft 
church. 

The  protection  of  the  fteward 
of  the  houfehold  is  from  the  time 
he  hands  in  his  office,  until  the 
laft  perfon  fhall  have  gone  to 
fieep  from  the  court. 


Lletty  yr  edling  amaccwyeid 
ybrenhin  ganthaw  ynyneuad. 

Ykynnudwr  bieu  kynneu  tan 
idaw  achau  dry  feu  gwedy  el  yr 
edling  ygyfgu, 

Digawn  adyly  yr  edling  yn 
ankwyn  yny  teir  gwyl  arbenic. 

Bonhedic  breinyawl  aeifte 
argled  ybrenhin  yparth  deheu 
idaw.  pawb  val  y  mynno  gwedy 
hynny. 

mrw - — 

Nawd  breinyawl  yfyd  ybop 
fwydawc. 

Nawd  ybrenhines  yw  canheb- 
rwng  ydyn  dros  teruyn  ywlad, 
heb  erlid  heb  ragod. 

t 

Nawd  ypenteulu  yw.  kanheb- 
rwng  ydyn  dros  teruyn  yky- 
mwd, 

Nawd  effeiryad  teulu  yw 
hyd  yr  eglwys  nefaf, 

Nawd  ydyftein  yw.  or  ban 
fafuo  yny  fwyd  hyd  pan  el  ydyn 
diwaethaf  ygyfgu  or  llys. 

Nawd 


*  Mofl  probably  that  the  king’s  fons  are  meant,  but  the  Welffi  word  means  youths. 

f  Additions  from  the  W.  S.  M. 

The  prefumptive  heir  is  the  third  perfon  who  may  have  a  banquet  in  the  court. — - 
The  attendants  ought  to  hand  in  ferving  him,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before  the 
king  — He  ought  not  to  be  abfent  a  night  from  the  king. — His  dogs,  and  thofe  of 
the  king,  are  of  the  fame  value. — The  Edlin,  and  the  like  near  relatives,  fhall  depend 
upon  the  king,  until  they  obtain  land:  and  then  they  take  the  rank  appertaining  to 
fuch  land;  except  when  they  get  pofieflion  of  a  villanage;  in  that  cafe  the  tenure  of 
the  land  fhall  be  raifed,  and  become  free. — No  officer  has  any  claim  upon  him  in 
the  three  principal  festivals;  for  he  is  to  have  free  attendance, 

$  That  is  a  right  of  giving  an  afylum  to  a  tranfgreffor  of  the  laws  who  leeks  for 
refuge.  In  the  W.  S.  Ad.  the  prote&ions  are  not  clafled  together  as  they  ar£  here, 
but  the  protection  is  put  with  the  other  privileges  attached  to  each  officer. 
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The  proteBion  of  the  judge  of 
the  court,  is  whilft  the  pleadings 
continue  from  the  firft  caufe  un¬ 
til  the  laft. 

The  proteBion  of  the  falconer 
is  to  the  fartheft  range  which  his 
hawk  takes  to  kill  birds. 

The  proteBion  of  the  chief 
huntfman,  is  to  the  fartheft  place 
that  the  cry  of  his  dogs  can  be 
heard*. 

The  proteBion  of  the  head- 
groom  is  whilft  the  fleeteft  horfe 
continues  running. 

The  proteBion  of  the  page  of 
the  chamber,  is  to  defend  the 
perfon  from  the  time  of  going 
to  gather  niftiest,  until  the 
fpreading  of  the  king’s  bed  is 
finiftied. 

The  proteBion  of  the  fteward 
of  the  houfehold  to  the  queen, 
is  from  the  time  he  comes  upon 
duty  in  the  queen’s  fervice,  un¬ 
til  the  laft  perfon  (hall  have  gone 
to  deep  from  the  apartment. 

The  proteBion  of  the  cham¬ 
ber-maid,  is  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
page  of  the  chamber. 

The  proteBion  of  the  queen’s 
chaplain,  is  as  far  as  the  next 
church. 

The  proteBion  of  the  domef- 
tic  bard,  is  to  conduB  a  perfon 
to  the  patron  of  the  family. 

The  proteBion  of  the  ftlen- 
tiary,  is  from  the  firft  order  of 
filence  to  the  laft. 

The  proteBion  of  the  chand¬ 
ler,  is  from  the  lighting  of  the 
drib  candle,  until  the  laft  can¬ 
dle  is  extiuguiftied. 

The 


Nawd  yr  ygnad  llys  yw  tra 
baraho  y  dad  leu  or  hawl  gyntaf 
hyd  ydiwaethaf. 

Nawd  yr  hebogyd  yw  hyd 
ylle  peilaf  y  ehebawc  ylad  adar. 

Nawd  ypenkynyd  yw  hyd  ylle 
peilaf  yklywer  lief  ygwn. 

Nawd  ypengwaftrawd  yw  tra 
barao  redec  ymarch  buanaf. 

Nawd  ygwas  yftauell  adiffer 
dyn  or  pan  elher  ybrwyna  hyd 
pan  darffo  tanu  gwely  ybrenhin. 


Nawd  dyftein  yvrenhines  yw 
or  pan  fafo  ygwaffanaeth  yvren¬ 
hines  yny  el  ydyn  diwaethaf 

ygyfgu  or  yftauell. 

% 

Nawd  morwyn  yftauell  kyf- 
felyb  yw  yr  hwn  gwas  yftauell. 

Nawd  effeiryad  yvrenhines 
hyd  yr  eglwys  neilaf. 

Nawd  ybard  t.eulu  yw  kanheb- 
rwng  dyn  hyd  ar  ypenteulu. 

Nawd  vgoftegwr  yw  or  oftec 
gyntaf  hyd  y  diwaethaf. 

Nawd  ykanhwyllid  yw  or  pan 
enynher  kanwvll  gyntaf  hyd  pan 
differer  yganwyll  diwaethaf. 

Nawd 


*  Or  to  conduct  the  tranfgreffor  to  the  queen.  W.  S.  M. 

4  His  prote&ion  continues  from  the  time  a  perfon  goes  for  a  !  >ad  of  draw,  to  put 
under  the  l<ing,  and  whilft  the  bed  is  making,  and  the  clothes  fpread  upon  it,  until 
he  takes  them  oft  in  the;  morning.  W.  S.  M. 
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The  prote&ion  of  the  foot- 
holder,  is  to  defend  the  perfon, 
from  the  time  he  (hall  fit  under 
the  king’s  feet,  until  he  goes  to 
the  chamber. 

The  proteflion  of  the  cook  is, 
from  the  time  he  bakes  the  fir  ft 
joint,  until  he  fhall  fet  the  laft 
joint  before  the  king. 

The  protection  of  the  officer 
of  the  court  is,  from  the  time  he 
fhall  begin  to  diftribute  the  firft 
diffi,  until  the  laft  perfon  fhall 
obtain  his  fhare. 

The  proteftion  of  the  mead 
brewer  is,  from  the  time  he  fhall 
prepare  to  make  the  mead,  until 
he  puts  it  in  a  barrel*. 

The  proteftion  of  the  butler 
is,  from  the  putting  the  cup  in 
the  liquor,  until  he  rinifhes  ferv- 
ing  to  the  laft  perfon. 

The  protedlion  of  the  phv- 
fician  is,  from  the  time  he  fhall 
go,  by  the  king’s  permiffion,  to 
vifit  his  patient,  until  he  fhall 
return  to  the  court. 

The  protedfion  of  the  door¬ 
keeper  is,  to  fend  the  perfon  the 
length  of  his  arm,  and  the  length 
of  his  rod,  towards  the  porter; 
for  he  is  to  receive  him. 

The  proteftion  of  the  porter  f 
is  to  keep  the  perfon,  until  the 
patron  of  the  family  comes  to  the 
gate,  to  go  to  his  lodging;  and 
then  the  refugee  fhall-  walk  un- 
molefted,  until  the  laft  perfon 
leaves  the  court. 

The  protediion  of  the  door¬ 
keeper  of  the  chamber  is,  to 
condutf  the  perfon  to  the  porter. 

The 
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Nawd  ytroedawc  adiffer  ydvn 
or  pan  eiftedo  dan  draed  ybren- 
hin  yny  el  yr  yftauell. 

Nawd  ycoc  yw  or  pan  popo 
ygolwyth  kyntaf  hyd  pan  ofoto 
ygolwyth  diwaethaf  rac  bron 
ybrenhin. 

Nawd  fwydwr  llys  yw  or  pan 
dechreuo  rannu  yfeic  gyntaf  hyd 
pan  gaffo  ydyn  diwaethaf  yran. 

Nawd  y  metyd  yw  or  pan  dar- 
mertho  wneuthur  ymed  hyd  ban 
ytunelho. 

Nawd  ytrullyad  yw  or  doter 
trull  yn  llynn  hyd  pan  darffo 
gwafanaeth  yr  dyn  diwaethaf. 

Nawd  y  medyc  yw  or  pan  el 
o  gannyad  ybrenhinyoffwy  ygdaf 
had  ban  el  yr  llys. 

\ 

Nawd  ydryfawr  yw  canheb- 
rwng  ydyn  hyd  yvreich  ahyd 
ywialen  parth  ar  porthawr  canvs 
ef  ae  gwrthuyn. 

Nawd  yporthawr  yw  cadw 
dyn  yny  del  ypenteulu  yr  porth 
yvyned  yw  letty.  Ac  yna  cer- 
ded  ynawdwr  yndiogel  hyd  pan 
adawho  ydyn  diwaethaf  y llys. 

Nawd  ydryfawr  yftauell  yw 
kanhebrwng  ydyn  hyd  ar  ypor¬ 
thawr. 

Nawd 


*  His  prote&ion  continues  from  the  time  he  begins  to  make  a  vat  of  mead  until 
he  has  a  covering  over  it.  W.  S.  M.  °  5 

f  The  name  of  Porthawr,  or  Porter,  is  not  in  the  lift  of  officers  in  the  beginning* 
but  Dryjaivry  neuad,  or  doorkeeper  of  the  hall,  feems  to  be  put  inltead  of  iiA 
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The  protection  of  the  groom 
of  the  rein  is,  from  the  time  that 
the  fmith  begins  to  make  four 
ihoes,  with  their  fets  of  nails, 
and  whilft  he  fhoes  the  king’s 
fteeci. 

Similar  is  the  proteClion  of 
the  groom  of  the  rein  to  the 
queen,  and  the  proteftion  of  the 
groom  of  the  reign  to  the  king. 


Nawd  ygwaflrawd  awyn  vw 
or  pan  el  ygof  ywneuthur  pedeir 
pedol  ac  eu  to  hoelyon  athra 
pedolo  amws  ybreenhin. 

KyfFelyp**  ynt  nawd  gwaft- 
rawd  awuyn  yvrenhines  anawd 
gwaftrawd  auwyn  ybrenhin. 


The  Reward  of  the  houfe- 
hold*,  judge  of  the  court,  head- 
groom,  chief  of  fongt,  mailer  of 
the  hawks,  page  of  the  chamber, 
and  domeftic  chaplain ;  the  fa- 
tisfacfion  for  their  infult  and 
murder  are  the  fame,  and  their 
heriots  the  fame,  and  their  daugh¬ 
ters  are  alike  in  rank. 

In  fatisfaClion  for  their  infult 
fli all  be  paid  nine  cows,  and 
nine  fcore  of  money;!. 

In  their  fatisfaftion  for  mur¬ 
der  fhall  be  paid  nine  hundred 
and  nine  cows,  with  three  ad¬ 
vancements. 

A  pound  is  the  heriot  of  each 
of  them. 

A  pound  is  the  maiden  fee  of 
their  daughters^,  their  covert 
fee  is  three  pounds||,  their  join¬ 
ture  is  feveri  pounds1!! . 


Dystein.  ygnad  llys.  Penn- 
guaftrawd.  Penkynyd.  Penkerd. 
Hebogyd.  Gwafyflavell.  Effeir- 
yad  teulv,  vn  farhaed  ac  vn  alan- 
as  ac  vn  ebediw  ac  vn  vreint 
eu  merched. 


En  eu  farhaed  ytelir  naw  muw 
anaw  ugeint  aryant. 

En  eu  galanas  ytelir  naw  muw 
anaw  ugein  muw  gan  dri  dyr* 
chauael. 

Punt  yw  ebediw  pob  un  ona- 
dunt. 

Punt  yw  gobyr  eu  merched. 
Teir  punt  yw  eu  kowyll.  Seith 
punt  yw  eu  hagwedi. 

Amfar- 


*  What  is  put  under  this  head,  is  attached  to  the  explanation  of  each  particular 
pffice,  in  the  W.  S.  M. 

t  He  is  before  Ailed  Bard  tcufo,  or  demeftic  hard.  This  feems  to  be  a  miftqke  ia 
the  name  ;  for  the  chief  of  fong  was  not  one  of  the  twenty-four  officers. 

£  Nine  fcore  of  filver ;  the  fum  of  fo  many  pence  is  implied. 

^  Gobyr,  a  reward;  is  otherwife  called  Amobyr  and  Amobrwy ,  or  covering  reward. 
This  fee  -was  paid  to  the  }ord  on  the  marriage  of  a  maid,  on  account  of  his  being  the 
legal  confervator  of  her  chattily;  and  nq.t  in  lieu  of  any  light  he  had  to  take  it  away, 
as  fome  have  idly  advanced. 

|]  Cowyll  means  a  covering  or  veil  ;  but  here  it  is  a  cuffomary  gift  conferred  by  the 
bufband  on  his  wife,  the  morning  after  rnaifiage  ;  and  feems  to  be  pie  fame  ?s  t.f 
Jh-torgengabe  of  the  Germans. 

^  Egweddi  (jointure)  literally  conjoclation. 

**  In  the  MS.  Kyffdyp  yhynny  yni}  &c.  which  is  certainly  a  miffake. 
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Concerning  the  fatisfa&ion 
for  in  fait  to  every  one  of  the 
other  officers,  except  the  patron 
of  the  family,  who,  though  reck¬ 
oned  amonffft  the  officers,  is  not 

O 

of  the  fame  rank. 

For  their  fatisfaftion  of  infuit, 
there  fhall  be  paid  fix  cows,  and 
fix  fcore  pence*. 

For  their  fatisfaclion  of  mur¬ 
der,  there  fhall  be  paid  fix  fcore 
and  fix  cows,  with  three  ad¬ 
vancements. 

For  their  heriot  fhall  be  paid 
fix  fcore  pencet . 

The  maiden  fee  of  their 
daughters  is  fix  fcore  pencer. 
For  their  covert  fee,  a  pound 
and  a  half.  For  their  jointure, 
three  pounds. 

Whoever  kills  a  man,  let  him 
in  the  firft  place  pay  his  fatis- 
faftion  for  infuit ;  and  then  for 
his  deathj. 

There  fhall  not  be  an  advance¬ 
ment  upon  the  fatislaftion  for 
infuit  of  any  one. 

.  .  —  rrr.maam 3G<. 
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Amfarhaed  pob  un  ohonunt 
or  fwydogyon  ereill  eithyr  ypen- 
teulu  kyn  hanfo  ef  or  fwyd¬ 
ogyon  nyd  un  vreint. 

0 

En  eu  farhaed  ytelir  chwe  buw 
achweugeint  aryant. 

En  eu  galanas  ytelir  chwebuw 
achweugein  gan  dri  dyrchauael. 

En  eu  hebediw  ytelir  chweu- 
geint  aryant. 

Gobyr  eu  merched  chweu- 
geint.  En  eu  kowyll  punt  a 
banner.  En  yhagwedi  teirpunt. 

Enep  a  lado  dyn  tallied  yfar- 
haed  yngyntaf.  Ac  odyna  yalan- 
as. 

Nybyd  dyrchauael  ar  farhaed 
nep. 

iUrCTIHW— 


The  lodging  §  of  the  patron  of 
the  family  fhall  be  in  the  largeft 
houfe  in  the  town ;  for  around 
him  fhall  be  the  lodgings  of  all 
the  farnily ;  fo  that  they  may  be 
ready  in  every  exigency  of  the 
king. 

The  domeftic  bard,  and  the 
phyfician,  fhall  be  in  the  lodging 
of  the  patron  of  the  family. 

The  lodging  of  the  domeftic 
chaplain,  and  the  fcholars  with 
him,  fhall  be  in  the  chapter- 
houfe.  The 


Lletty  ypenteulu  vyd  yn  yty 
mwyaf  yn  ydref.  Canys  yny- 
gylch  ef  ybydant  lletyeu  yteulu 
mal  ybwynt  yn  barawd  ym  bop 
reid  yr  brenhin. 

/  • 

En  lletty  ypenteulu  ybydant 
ybard  teulu  ar  medic. 

Lletty  yr  effeiryad  teulu  ar 
yfcolheygyon  ygyd  ac  ef  inty  y- 
caplan  ybyd. 

Lletty 


■*  In  the  original,  fx  fcore  officer.  +  Six  fcore  of  fiver. 

*  In  the  MS.  the  word  Sarkaed  is  erroneoufly  put  for  Galanas ,  thus  Yfarhaed. 

^  There  is  no  feparate  chapter  for  the  lodgings,  in  the  W.  S.  M.  for  they  are  put 
•with  the  other  arrangements  of  each  particular  ollfte. 
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The  lodging  of  the  queen’s 
chaplain  is  in  the  clerk’s  houfe. 

The  lodging  of  the  fteward  of 
the  houfehoid,  and  the  officers 
with  him,  is  in  the  houfe  next  to 
the  court. 

The  lodging  of  the  judge  of 
the  court  fhall  be  in  the  king’s 
chamber,  or  in  the  hall :  and  the 
pillow,  whereon  the  king  (hall 
fit  through  the  day,  ihali  be  un¬ 
der  his  head  at  night. 

The  lodging  of  the  chief 

groom  fhall  be  in  the  houfe 
next  to  the  barn,  and  the  grooms 
with  him ;  for  he  diflributes  the 
ratios  of  provender. 

The  lodging  of  the  chief 

lumtfman,  and  all  the  h-untfmen 
with  him,  is  in  the  kiinhoufe. 

The  lodging  of  the  lalconer 
is  in  the  king’s  barn  ;  for  the 
hawks  have  an  averfion  to  the 
fmoke. 

The  bed  of  the  page  of  the 
chamber,  and  of  the  chamber¬ 
maid,  fhall  be  in  the  king’s 

apartment. 

The  lodging  of  the  door¬ 

keeper  oi  the  hall,  and  the  door¬ 
keeper  of  the  chamber,  is  the 
porter’s  houfe. 


Lletty  yreffeiryad  yvrenhines 
yn  ty  yclochyd. 

Lletty  ydyflein  ar  fwydwyr 
ygyd  ac  el  yn  yty  nefaf  yr  llys. 

Lletty  yr  ygnad  llys  vyd 
yftauell  ybrenhin  neu  ynyneuad. 
Ar  gobennyd  yr  eiftedo  ybren¬ 
hin  arnaw  hyd  ydid.  Hwnnw 
auyd  adan  yben  yntev  ynos. 

Lletty  ypengwaftraivd  auyd 
yny  ty  nefaf  yr  yfgubawr  ar 
gwaflrodyon  ygyd  ac  ef  canys 
ef  aran  yr  ebranneu. 

1  f 

Lletty  ypenkynyd  arkynyd- 
yon  oil  ygyd  ac  ef  ynyr  odyn. 

Lletty  yr  hebogyd  yfgubawr 
ybrenhin  cany  char  yr  hebogeu 
ymwc. 

Gwely  ygwas  yftauell  ar  vor- 
wyn  yftauell  yn  yftaueil  ybren¬ 
hin  ybydant. 

Lletty  ydryfawr  yneuad  adryf- 
awr  yr  yftauell  yw  ty  ypor- 
thawr. 


The  patron  of  the*  family  +  Angwyn  ageif  ypenteulu  yny 
fhall  have  an  allowance  in  his  lety.  teir  feic  athrichorneid 

lodging;  olyn 

*  The  following  arrangement  of  places,  precedes  the  defcription  of  the  different 
offices  in  the  W.  S.  M. — There  are  fourteen  officers  in  the  court ;  four  of  them  be¬ 
low  the  nave,  and  ten  above.  The  king  is  the  firft,  who  ought  to  fit  next  to  the 
pillars;  next  to  him  is  the  chancellor;  then  the  (noble)  gueft;  then  the  prefumptive 
heir;  next  the  head  falconer.;  the  footholder  on  the  opp  fite  fide  of  the  difh,  with 
the  king;  then  the  phyfician  clofe  to  the  pillar,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  fire;  next 
to  the  other  pillars  is  the  pL.ce  of  the  domeftic  chaplain,  to  fay  grace  at  meat; 
then  the  filentiary  occupies  the  pillar  above  his  head;  next  to  him  the  judge  of  the 
court ;  next  to  him  the  bard  prefid ent ;  and  the  fmith  of  the  court  on  the  end  of  the 
form,  before  the  knees  of  the  chaplain.  The  patron  of  the  family  fhould  ft  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  hall,  with  his  left  hand  towards  the  front  door,  having  whofoever 
he  pleafes  of  the  family  with  him  ;  and  the  reft  on  the  other  fide  of  the/door  ;  the 
domeftic  bard  fits  on  the  other  hand  of  the  patron  of  the  family;  then  the  chief 
groom,  having  the  pillars  between  him  and  the  king;  and  next  the  chief  huntfmari, 
having  the  pillar  between  him  and  the  chaplain. 

i  Penteulu,  is  literally  the  head  of  the  family.  He  feenis  to  have  been  confidered 

as 


ancient  laws. 


lodging;  three  difhes  and  three 
hornfulls  of  liquor  from  the 
palace.  He  fhall  have  a  prefent 
every  year ;  namely  three  pounds 
from  the  king.  Of  the  fpoil, 
the  patron  of  the  family  fhall 
have  the  portion  of  two  men,  if 
he  fhall  be  with  the  houfehold 
at  the  time;  and  out  of  the 
king’s  third,  the  bead  he  fhall 
choofe. 

Whoever  fhall  commit  tref- 
pafs  below  the  pillars,  *  if  he  be 
caught  by  the  patron  of  the  fa¬ 
mily,  he  fhall  have  a  third  of  the 
fine  and  compenfation  of  fuch 
perfon.  If  he  fhall  alfo  lay  hold 
of  him  above  the  pillars,  before 
the  Reward  of  the  houfehold,  he 
fhall  have  a  third. 

The  patron  of  the  family 
muff  be  a  fon,  or  a  nephew,  or 
a  brotherf . 

A  horn  full  of  mead  fhall  be 
prefented  by  the  queen  to  him 
in  every  banquet. 

If  the  king  fhall  let  any  one 
of  the  family  remain  down  be¬ 
low  the  fire  place,  let  the  pa¬ 
tron  of  the  family  invite  fuch  a 
one  to  himfelf. 

The 
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olyn  or  llys.  Achyuaruws  bop 
blwydyn  ageif  nyd  amgen  no 
theirpunt  ygan  ybrenhin.  Oan- 
reith  ykeif  ypenteulu  or  awnel 
yteulu  obid  ygyd  arteulu  ran 
deuwr.  Ac  otrayan  ybrenhin 
yr  eidyon  adewifo. 


Enep  awnel  cam  is  colofneu. 
Os  deily  ypenteulu,  Trayan 
dirwy  achamlwrw  hwnnw  ageif. 
Os  deily  heuyd  uch  ycolofneu 
yngvnt  nor  dyflein.  Trayan 
ageif. 


Malr  neu  nei.  neu  vrawd  vyd 
ypenteulu. 

i 

Corneid  med  adaw  idaw  ym~ 
bop  kyuedach  ygan  yvrenhines. 

Ogad  ybrenhin  nep  or  teulu 
yuared  hyd  odis  ypentan  gwa- 
hoded  ypenteulu  hwnnw  attaw 
eh  unam 

Ar 


as  a  pi-efident,  or  prefeft  la  the  court ;  therefore  fome  writers  have  called  him  mayor 
or  e  pa  ace.  .  outically  confidered,  he  was  much  the  fame  in  confequence  as  the 
per  on  ca  e  in  Scotland,  the  Chief  of  the  Clan.  According  to  the  ancient  confli- 
tution  ot  Wales,  the  whole  community  was  divided  into  families;  and  each  family 
13  ^  yPom  every  individual,  to  the  ninth  degree  of  confanguinity,  was 

attache  .  com  ft  regider  of  relationfnip  to  the  nimh  degree  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ce  ary  to  every  perfon,  for  it  was  in  reality  his  title-deed,  by  which  he  held  hig 
property,  ana  ms  rank  in  the  country;  hence  the  origin  of  the  Welfh  pedigrees, 
origma  y  a  matter  of  neceffity,  which  in  later  times  came  to  be  deemed  a  point  of 


r  The  pillars  divided  the  hall  into  two  fe&ions  ;  the  upper  one  being  allotted  for 
perions  or  the  fir ll  rank,  and  the  lower  for  the  inferior  officers. 

j  Or  a  perfon  of  a  rank  eligible  to  be  the  patron  of  the  family.  The  fon  of  a  free- 

be  d-ivedT  mpatr0n  of  ,theu ^ecaufe  it  is  ueceffiny  that  his  rank  lhould 
be  derived  from  the  king,  which  is  not  the  cafe  with  the  freeholder;  therefore  the 

PmfiC  °f  iN,?rth  Wales  confider  the  patron  of  the  family  among#  the  twenty-four 
officers  merely,  and  below  the  fleward  of  the  houfehold.  W,  S.  M. 
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The  patron  of  the  family  fhall 
fit  at  the  top  of  the  hall,  and  the 
family  around  him.  Let  him 
take  the  elder  upon  his  right 
hand  ■  and  upon  his  left,  whom 
he  thinks  proper* 

Lie  fhall  be  furnifhed  with  a 
horfe  in  attendance  from  the 
king,  and  the  horfe  fhall  have 
two  ratios  ol  provender*. 


Whoever  lhall  irifult,  or  fhall 
purfue  a  claim  agamfl  a  priefli', 
let  him  firft  fuffer  the  law  of 
the  fenate.  Let  him  pay  in  fa- 
tisfafHon  for  infult,  twelve 
cowsj.  He  §  fhall  have  a  third 
of  what  is  awarded  to  him,  and 
the  two  remaining  lhares,  go  to 
the  king. 

The  domeflic  chaplain,  is  en¬ 
titled  to  the  garment  in  which 
the  king  fhall  do  penance  111 
Lent  j  arid  that  againu  Laffer. 

The  domeflic  chaplain,  fhall 

have  the  offering  of  the  houfe- 

hold ; 


Ar  tal  yneuad  yd  eifled  ypeh- 
teulu  ar  teulu  yny  gylch.  Kym- 
hered  yr  ynevid  ary  law  deheu. 
Ac  ar  yllaw  affw  adewifo. 

Amarch  bithofeph  ageif  ygan 
ybrenhin.  Adwy  ran  ageif 
ymarch  o  cbran. 


Enep  afarhao  nev  aholo  efF- 
eiryad  diodeuet  gyfureith  fened 
yn  gyntaf.  taled  yny  farhaed 
deudegmuw.  adeliir  idaw  ytray- 
an  ageif  ef*  ar  deuparth  yr  bren- 
hin* 


Effeiryad  teulu  adyly  ywilc 
ypennyttyo  ybrenhin  ygarawys 
yndi.  ahynny  erbyn  ypafc* 

Effeiryad  teulu  ageif  offrwm 
y teulu.  Ac  offrwm  yfawl  agy- 

mero 


*  Addons  from  ^  ^S*f^e  famll  ig  one  third  of  that  of  the  king.  The  fa- 

•  U^°n  •  n r,!| r  ;s  one  third  of  that  for  the  king-,  without  the  gold.  He 

tisfadbon  for  t»s  i  hands  of  the  bard,  on  the  three  great  feftivals.  He 

ought  to  give  t  e  ai p  k,ng  \n  point  of  honour  at  court.  He  claims  the 

,s  to  have  the  next  d, fit  /  fcflivuls.P  He  has  his  horfes,  dogs,  hawks  and  arms 

king’s  garment  “  of  the  fame  value  as  thofeof  the  king.  He 

iiom  the  king.  1S  b  d  receive(j  by  the  king  from  caufes  reipe&ing 

lV-n^lT£°2  IT  "vf;  frfor,  of  the  family,  in  the  firft  year  that 
an<1  ^  1  f  u  V  when  there  is  a  call  for  the  family  to  goto  ravage  a  coun- 

hc  rides  on  horfcback.  &  h  h  p)€afcs  and  he  muff  be  obeyed.-* 

tiy,  or  Other  enttfpnze,  he  n»a  hallj\houg’h  the  king  be  not  there,  and 

Ht  has  a  right  to  him  the  Wng.— No  oJ  of  the  family  has  a  right  to 

the  officers  are  to  attend  on  U  J  H  is  to  precede  the  family  at  all  times, 

)  ari  VZZ  but  by  his  eouncil* — He^  is  to  have  a  fong  from  the  do- 

^nd  nothing  &J>uld  be  don  /  him  a  circuit,  when  the  fa- 

niefttc  bard,  when: he  ch«  •ofe«.  J ^  IJ  the  middle  aged,  and 

fepa^tt  at  ChnftB».  tWe  alternately.  To  whatever  clafs  he 

l.ic  young.  ■  he  nnift  be  attendtd  by  officers,  and  a  potter,  cook,  and 

jow.sh.n.H  lt  onthe  n,^  is  at  an  end,  he  returns  to  the  king,  and 

the  year,  without  going  any  where,  except  upon 

mere  errands. 

-1  In  other  copies. —  Effnriad  teulu,  the  prieft  of  the  family,  or  domeflic  chaplain, 

)  In  other  copies., — Let  his  fatisfatftioi.  be  fettled  by  the  law  of  the  fenate. 

§  The  family  prieft,  or  chaplain.— In  other  copies. 


ANCIENT 

Wld;  arid  the  offering  of  fuch 
as  (hall  accept  an  offering  from 
the  king,  in  the  three  principal 
feffivals.  He  lhall  have  the 
queen’s  offering  at  all  times. 

He  lhall  have  a  difh  of  meat, 
as  an  allowance  from  the  palace  ; 
and  a  hornfull  of  mead,  and  a 
horfe  in  attendance  from  the 
king,  and  the  third  of  all  the 
'  king’s  tithes. 

And,  the  domeffic  chaplain  is 
the  third  indifpen fable-  perfon 
ivith  the  king ;  he  is  the  third 
perfon  who  lhall  fupport  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  court  in  the  king’s 
abfence. 


The  queen’s  domeffic  chap¬ 
lain  fhafl  have  a  horfe  in  atten¬ 
dance  from  the  queen. 

The  privileges  of  the  queen’s 
chaplain,  are  like  thofe  of  the 
king's  chaplain  in  all  things. 

He  fhall  have  the  garment  in 
which  the  queen  fhall  do  pe¬ 
nance  in  Lent. 

The  place  of  the  chaplain  is 
oppofite  to  the  queen*. 


LAWS.  50/ 

mero  offrwm  vgati  ybrenhin  yny 
teir  gwyl  arbenic.  Offrwm 
y  vrenhines  ageif  yiitev  yn walled. 

Bwyd  fete  ageif  yn  ankwyn 
or  liys  achorneid  med  amarch- 
bithoffep  ygan  ybrenhin.  Atk- 
rayan  degwm  ybrenhin,  oil. 

Ar  tridydyn  anhepkor  yhren- 
hin  yw  effeiryad  teulu.  Etry- 
dydyn  ageidw  breint  llys  yn  ab- 
fen  ybrenhin  y  w. 


Effeiryad  teulu  yurenhines 
ageif  march  bitholieph  ygan 
y  vrenhines. 

Kyllelyp  yw  breint  effeiryad 
yvrenhines  ac  effeiryad  ybrenhin 
obop  peth. 

Guile  ypenyttyo  yvrenhines 
ygarawys  yndi  ageif. 

Lie  yr  effeiryad  kyuarwynep 
ar  urenhines. 


The  ffeward  of  the  houfeholdf 
is  entitled  to  the  garment  of  the 
patron  of  the  family,  in  each  of 
the  three  principal  feffivals  ;  and 
the  domeffic  bard  lhall  have  the 
garment  of  the  ffeward  of  the 
houfehold  ;  and  the  porter  lhall 
have  the  garment  of  the  domef- 
tic  bard. 

The  ffeward  of  the  houfehold 
fhall  have  the  fkin  of  a  flag, 
from  the  huntfmen,  from  the 

middle 

*  Additions  from  the  W.  S.  M. 


Dylyed  ydyffein  yw.  gwife 
ypenteulu  ymob  un  or  teir  gwyl 
arbennic.  Agwifc  ydyffein  ageif 
ybard  teulu.  Agwifc  ybard  teu¬ 
lu  ageif  yporthawr. 


Ydyffein  ageif  croen  hyd  ygan 
ykynydyon  ohanner  chwefrawr 

hyd 


The  domeftia  chaplain  fhall  receive  four  pence  for  every  public  feah  given  for 
landed  property,  and  other  weighty  matters  — He  claim®  a  third  part  of  the  attend¬ 
ance  attached  to  the  Ration  wherein  he  may  be  in  the  court  — \  Bifhop  ouvht  not  ta 
prefent  any  one  to  the  king’s  chapels,  without  his  permhTion. 

t  Dyltain,  literally  thatfpreads  or  lays  out  ;  a  dapifer. 
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middle  of  February,  to  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  May,  whenever  he  de¬ 
mands  it. 

From  the  time  that  the  Rew¬ 
ard  of  the  houfehold  (hall  enter 
into  the  palace,  it  {hall  be  entire¬ 
ly  according  to  his  orders*  as  to 

meat  and  drink. 

He  {hall  {hew  to  every  one 
the  proper  place  in  the  hall. 

To  him  belongs  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  lodgings. 

He  {hall  have  a  horfe  in  at¬ 
tendance  from  the  king :  two  ra¬ 
tios  {hall  the  horfe  have  of  pro- 
vender. 

His  land  is  free. 

He  {hall  have  a  beafi  out  of 
every  fpoii,  from  the  iamily. 

The  Reward  of  the  houfehold 
is  entitled  to  the  maiden  lee  ol 
the  daughters  of  every  land- 
fteward*. 

He  {hall  have  twenty-tour 
pence  from  every  victualling  of¬ 
ficer,  when  an  office  is  confer¬ 
red  upon  him.  . 

To  him  belongs  the  difinqu- 
tion  of  the  money  ol  entertain- 
mentsf. 

To  him  belongs  the  approving 
of  the  liquors  in  the  palace. 

To  the  Reward  of  the  houfe¬ 
hold  belongs  the  third  of  the  fine 
and  compenfation  of  the  cura¬ 
tors  of  meat  and  drink  ;  namely 
the  butler,  cook,  and  victualling 


hyd  banner  mei  pan  ygovynno# 

* 

Or  pan  del  ydyfiein  yr  llys 
wrth  ygynghor  yd  vyd.  bwyd 
allyn  ynhollawl* 

Ef  adengys  priaudle  pawb  yn 
yneuad. 

Ef  bieu  ranu  lletyeu. 

March  bithoflepli  ageif  ygan 
ybrenhin,  Dwyranageil  ymaicli 
or  ebran. 

Ytirynrid. 

Eidyon  ageif  obop  ameitli 
ygan  yteulu. 

°Dyfiein  bieu  gobyr  merched 
pob  maer  bifweil. 

Pedeir  arhugeint  ageif.  ygan 
pob  fwydawc.  Dwyd  allynn  pan 
efiynnher  fwyd  idaw. 

Ef  bieu  rannu  aryant  ygwefi- 
vaeu.  v 

Ef  bieu  ardyfiu  vguirodeu 
yny  llys. 

DyRein  bieu  trayan  dirwy 
achamlwrw  ygwafanaethwyr. 
bwyd  allynn.  nyd  amgen  Trull- 
yad.  Coc.  Swydwyr  llys  bw^d 

allynn* 


officers  ol  the  palace. 

From  the  time  when  the  Rew¬ 
ard  of  the  houfehold  {hall  pro¬ 
claim,  {landing  in  the  court,  the 
protection  ol  God,  and  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  king  and  queen, 
and  of  their  nobles  ;  let  nobody 

break 


Orb  an  dotto  ydyfiein  oe  feuyll 
yny  llys  Nawd  dnw  anawd 
ybrenhin  ar  vrenlnnes  ac  eu 
gwyrda  Natliorro  nep  eu  tang- 
"neued.  ac  eu  nawd.  Nac  ynliys 

nac  yr  dieithyr  Hvs.  Aphwy- 

bynnac 


*  Maer  y  Uf-wal,  is  literally  the  toward  of  the  cow  dung  toward  of  the  cow  law , 
©r  fteward  of  the  clod.— He  was  probably  the  land-fteward,  01  bad  *  .  ^ 

i-  Money  given  by  guefts,  vales  or  gift-money. 
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break  their  peace,  and  their  pro- 
te£lion,  nor  in  the  court  nor  out 
of  the  court ;  and  whoever  ihall 
break  it,  there  is  no  proteftion 
for  him,  neither  in  court  nor  out, 
except  the  church  and  church¬ 
yard. 

The  fleward  of  the  houfehold 
ffiall  be  the  general  diflributer 
to  the  twenty  four  offices  of  the 
court. 

Two  ffiares  ffiall  he  receive 
of  the  money  of  the  entertain¬ 
ments. 

And,  two  ffiares  of  the  fkins 
of  the  cattle  that  ffiall  be  flaugh- 
tered  in  the  kitchen. 

Out  of  every  office  of  the 
court,  when  conferred  by  the 
kincr,  the  flewaidofthe  houfe- 

O  7 

hold  is  entitled  to  a  reward,  ex¬ 
cept  the  principal  offices. 

He  ffiall  have  the  fkin  of  a 
flag,  from  the  chief  huntfman, 
in  autumn,  and  out  of  that  ffiall 
be  made  cafes  to  keep  the  cups, 
ahd  the  horns  of  the  king.  That 
ihall  be  before  the  fkins  are  di¬ 
vided  between  the  king  and  the 
huntfmen. 

A  fleward  of  the  houfehold 
receives  two  ffiares  of  the  mo¬ 
nies  of  the  grooms*. 

A  fleward  of  the  houfehold  is 
to  fe t  a  diffi  before  the  king,  and 
a  diffi  above  him,  and  a  diffi  be¬ 
low  him,  in  the  three  principal 
teflivals. 

A  fleward  of  the  houfehold 
ffiall  have  the  length  of  his  mid¬ 
dle  finger  of  the  ale,  from  off 
the  lees  ;  and  of  the  bragget  as 
far  as  the  middle  joint ;  and  of 
the  mead  the  length  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  joint. 

Who- 


bynnac  ae  torrho.  Nyd  oes 
nawd  idaw.  Nac  ynllys  nac 
ynllann.  Dieithyr  eglwys  amyn- 
went. 


Kyfurannawc  vyd  ydyflein  at 
pedeirfwyd  arhugeint  llys. 


Dwy  ran  ageif  oaryant  ygweff- 
iiaeu. 


A  dwy  ran  ogrwyn  ygwarthec 
alader  ynygegin. 


Obop  fwyd  llys  pan  yrodo 
ybrenhin  gobyr  adyly  ydyflein 
dieithyr  yfwydeu  arbennic. 


Croen  hyd  ageif  ygan  ypen- 
kynyd  ynhydvfre.  Ac  ohwnnw 
ygwnair  lleilri  ygadw  fiolev 
achyrn  ybrenhin.  Kyn  rannu 
ycrwyn  rwng  ybrenhin  ar  kynyd- 
yon. 


Dyflein  ageif  dwy  ran  oar¬ 
yant  ygwaflrodyon. 

Dyflein  biev  go  Hod  feic  rac 
bronn  ybrenhin.  Afeic  uch  law, 
Afeic  is  law.  yn  y  teir  gwyl 
arbennic. 

Dyflein  ageif  kyhyd  ae  hirvys 
or  cwryf  yar  ygwadawd.  Ac  or 
brayawd  hyd  ykyghwg  perued. 
Ac  or  med  hyd  ykyghwng 
eiihaf. 


*  In  the  original — Arlant givaftrodion  or  HI ver  of  the  grooms, 
vsles,  or  prefents  from  Yilitors, 


P 


This  was  probably? 
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Whoever  fhall  commit  tref- 
pafs  in  the  entrance  oi  the  hall, 
if  the  fteward  of  the  hcmfehold 
fhall  take  him  up  according  to 
law,  he  fhall  have  the  third  of 
the  fine  and  compensation ;  if 
he  fhall  make  a  caption  below 
the  pillars,  before  the  patron  of 
the  family,  he  fhall  have  a  third. 

A  fleward  of  the  houfehold  is 
to  take  care  of  the  kings  {hare 
©f  the  fpoil ;  and  if  a  divifion 
fhall  be  made,  let  him  take  an 
©x  or  a  cow. 

A  fleward  of  the  houfehold  is 
to  {wear,  inflead  of  the  king,  in 
every  place*. 

A  fleward  of  the  houfehold  is 
the  third  perfon  who  fhall  fup- 
port  the  dignity  of  the  court,  in 
the  ab fence  of  the  kingt. 


Enep  awnel  cam  y  yngynted 
yneuad  ofdeily  ydyflein  wrth 
gyfvreith.  i  raean  dirwy  acham- 
lwrw  ageif.  Ofdeily  ifycolof- 
yneu  yngynt  norpenteulu  traean 
ageif. 


Dyflein  bleu  kadw  ran  ybren- 
bin  oanreith.  ac  or  rannir  ky- 
merer  ych  nev  uuwch. 

Dyfleinbieu  tyghu  drosybren-* 
hin  ymbop  lie. 

Dyflein  yw  ytrydyn  agynhed 
breint  llys  yn  abfen  ybrenhku 


TltE  privilege  of  the  judge  of 
the  court  exempts  him,  when  he 
obtains  a  horfe  of  the  king,  from 
paying  the  head  groom's  money. 

One  man’s  fhare  fliall  the 
judge  of  the  court  take  of  the 
mortuary  money. 

He  fhall  adjudicate  gratis  in 
every  judgment  which  fhall  ap¬ 
pertain  to  the  court. 

To 


Dylyed  yr  ygnad  llys  %  yw 
pan  gaffo  march  ygan  ybrenhin, 
Nydyry  aryant  pengwaflrawd, 

Rann  gwr  agymer  yr  ygnad 
llys  o  aryant  daered. 

En  rad  ybarn  yntev  pob 
brawd  aberthyno  wrth  yllys. 

Ef 


*  Or,  on  every  occafion. 

+  Additions  front  the  W.  S.  M. 

The  fleward  of  the  houfehold  fliall  have  ten  pence  out  of  every  pound  coining  to 
the  king,  from  caufes  refpedting  landed  property.— He  ought  to  ferve  fix  perfons  with 
meat,  and  a  feventh  with  liquor;  namely,  the  king,  and  his  elder,  his  giieft,  his  heir, 
his  falconer,  and  his  foot-holder,  with  meat ;  and  his  chief  groom  with  liquor. — He 
ought  to  divide  the  fupper-money,  that  is  to  fay.  twenty-four  pence  for  every  banquet 
where  mead  is  introduced  :  the  diftribution  is  thus  ;  fixteen  pence  to  the  lung’s  of¬ 
ficers,  and  eight  to  the  queen’s  officers.  Out  of  the  fixteen  pence  to  the  king’s  offi¬ 
cers,  eight  go  between  the  fleward  of  the  houfehold  and  the  cooks;  two  flares  to  the 
fufts  and  one  to  the  others ;  then  four  pence  to  the  pages  of  the  chambers  ;  two  to 
the  door-keeper  of  the  hall;  one  to  the  door-keeper  of  the  chamber;  and  one  to  the 
chandler.  The  eight  pence  mail  be  divided  amonglt  the  queen’s  officers  thus  ;  four 
to  the  fleward  and  the  cooks,  two  fhares  to  the  former ;  then,  one  to  the  page  of  the 
chamber  ;  one  to  the  handmaid  ;  one  to  the  door-keeper  ;  and  one  to  the  chandier. 
This fiipper-money  is  the  fame  as  the  gift-money  of  l  ijitors,  in  the  text, 

j  Brawdwr  llys,  or  court-jafticiary,  in  fome  copica. 
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To  him  belongs  the  pointing 
out  the  privilege  and  obligation 
of  all  the  officers  of  the  court. 

He  (hall  have  twenty-four 
pence  from  the  perfort  whofe 
privilege  and  obligation  he  fhall 
explain. 

When  a  laW-reward  *  comes 
to  the  jufticiary,  thejudge  of  the 
court  fhall  have  two  {hares* 

The  fhare  of  two  men  fhall 
be  given  to  the  judge  of  the 
court,  from  what  the  family 
fhall  makef,  though  he  may  not 
come  from  his  lodging. 

If  any  body  fhall  controvert 
thejudge  of  the  court,  let  them 
both  depofit  their  pledge  in  the 
hand  of  the  king  ;  and  if  the 
judge  of  the  court  fhould  be 
foiled,  his  word  fhall  never  be 
taken  in  judgment :  if  the  other 
fhall  be  foiled,  then  let  him  pay 
the  fatisfaction  for  the  infult  to 
thejudge  of  the  court,  and  the 
price  of  his  own  tongue  to  the 
king. 

The  jufticiary  is  entitled  to 
have  four  pence  in  law  from 
every  caufe  for  the  value  of 
four  pence;):. 

The  third  perfon,  indifpenfa- 
bly  neceftary  for  the  king,  is 
thejudge  of  the  court. 

Twenty-four  pence  fhall 
come  to  the  jufticiary  when  the 
boundary  of  land  is  fettled. 

If  a  perfon  fhall  go  to  law 
without  licence,  let  him  pay 

three 


Ef  biev.  dangos  breint  adyly- 
ed  oil  fwydogyon  llys. 

Pedeir  arhugeint  ageif  ygan 
ynep  ydarigoffo  yvreint  ae  dy- 
lyed  idaw. 

Pan  del  gobyr  kyfureith  yr 
brawdwr  Dwy  ran  ageif  yr 
ygnad  llys. 

Ran  deu  wr  ageif  yr  ygnad. 
awn  el  yteulu  kynydel  oe  lety. 


Ogwrthwynepa  neb  yr  ygnad 
llys  amavarnho.  Rodet  ell  dev 
eu  gwyftyl  yn  llaw  ybrenhin, 
Ac  omethlir  yr  ygnad  llys.  Di- 
uarnedic  vyd  oe  eir  vyth;  O- 
methlir  yllall  hagen  tallied  yfar- 
haed  yr  ygnad  llys  agwerth 
ydauawd  yntev  yr  brenhin. 


Yawn  yw  yr  brawdwr  kaffae! 
pedeir  keinyawc  kyfureith  obob 
dadyl  adalho.  IIIIor*  keinyawc. 

Trydyd  dyn  anhebcor  yrbren* 
hin  yw  yr  ygnad  llys. 

Pedeir  arhugeint  adaw  yr 
brawdwr  pan  teruyner  tir. 

Oda  dyn  yngkyureith  heb 
ganyad  taled  tribuhin  camlwrw 

ac 


*  By  law  reward,  is  implied,  probably,  a  certain  fee,  paid  oft  the  determination  of 
a  caufe. 

f  The  capture  of  any  fpoil,  feems  to  be  implied. 

i  There  is  a  doubt  whether  it  fhould  be  four  pence,  or  cne  penny;  for  the  Writer 

c  e.  original  MS.  has  fometimes  miftaken  the  word,  un  one,forthe  number  xi lie 
and  vice  verf'a. 

P  2 
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three  cdws  for  commutation  of  ac  obyd  brenhin  yny  lie  talhed 
trefpafs ;  and  if  the. lung  fhould  yn  deublyc. 

be  prefent,  let  him  pay  double.  ■  ,  ■.  D  parnu.  ar  nywyp- 

Noone  ought  to  aft  as  a  judge,  [eir  ^olofuyn  kyfureith  a- 

if  he  knows  not  the  three  canons  po  tar  c  /  f 
of  law,  and  the  legal  value  of  gweith  ^  pob  amueii  )  g) 

every  animal.  ,,  t  i  "vhffin  acmif  yr  ygnad  llys 

The  judge  of  the  court  dltall  Lienlhem  agon  y^  yg  _  ^ 


have  a  linen  veil*  from  the 
queen  at  all  times t. 

His  horfe  {hall  be  in  the  fame 
liable  with  the  horfe  of  the  king. 


ygan  yvrenhines  ynbr  e  fwy 

awe.  __  r 

Yuarch  yn  un  breffep  amarch 

ybrenhin  ybydv  Dwy  ran  or 


liable  with  the  horie  ot  tne  King,  y  ;  Qwaflrawd  awyn 

«'  “Lta'T”  ““ot  £  ;$r  yiu  y  «■»> 

Si  bring  ll  1,0, re  10  the  llys  ybmUWyl  P.,,y»y»to- 
iudge  of  the  court,  properly  fur- 

^  - - 1  In  r-^orlinpffN. 


nifhed,  to  attend  in  readinefs,. 
whenever  he  pleafes. 

His  land  he  {hall  have  freely. 
He  {hall  have  a  horfe  in  at¬ 
tendance  from  the  king. 

When  his  office  is  fecured 


Etir  ageif  yn  ryffi 
Amarch  bkhofieph  ageif  ygan: 

ybrenhin*  , 

Ouer  dlyffeu  ageif  ban  wyh- 

_  •  1  ^ _ .  VU  , .  r  v  rl 


lis  office  is  iecured  uun  uiv»vu , 
to  him,  he  (hall  receive  certain  ler  yffwy  >  A  drwy  eur 

lewehforanmfemem  i  achefs  ^  ^  Ac  nakodecl 

Sd  HnSmthe  quefm  And  yltev  ydyffeu  by*  yganthaw 
fet  him  never  give  thefe  jewels  nac  ar  werth  nac  ymad. 
from  him,  nor  on  fale,  nor  as  a 

T  i  t 

court  {hall  accept  his  bugle  ae  \omwy  eui  a  b 
horn,  and  his  gold  ring,  and  the  adotter  yny  ga  eir . 

^  in  Kic  rViair. 


cuffiion  that  is  put  in  his  chair. 
And  twenty-four  pence  {hall 

the  judge  receive,  out  of  every 
J  °  action 


Aphedeir  arhugeint  ary  ant 
ageif  yr  ygnad  obob  dadyl  far- 
b  '  haed 


*  I.U, ,11km  is  tire  word  in  the  orig j™1  >  A no  'pIScufakrTafo” 

veiling  linen.  Some  have  to  any  olter  perfon  ;  but 

Whiltt he  prefided. 

feeing  given  to  it. 


ANCIENT  LAWS. 


aflion  For  in  Suit  and  theft;  and 
that  from  fuch  as  fhall  efeape 
clear  from  thofe  indi&ments. 

He  is  the  third  perfon  who 
Supports  the  dignity  of  the 
court,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
king. 

He  pays  no  heriot  *. 


£I3 

haed  alledrad.  ahynny  yr  neb  + 
adiangho  orholyon  hynny. 

Ef  yw  ytrydydyn  agynheil 
breint  llys  yn  abfen  ybrenhin. 

i 

Nythal  ebediw. 


- -  — ’ 

The  chief  groom  fhall  have 
the  (kin  of  an  ox  in  the  winter; 
and  the  fkin  of  a  cowin  fummer, 
from  the  ffeward  of  the  house¬ 
hold,  to  make  halters  for  the 
king’s  horfes ;  and  that  before  a 
divifion  is  made  of  the  {kins  be¬ 
tween  the  ffeward  of  the  houfe- 
hold  and  the  officers. 

The  chief  groom  claims  the 
legs  of  every  beaff  that  fhall  be 
Slaughtered  in  the  kitchen ;  and 
he  fhall  have  fait  out  of  the 
kitchen. 

He  fhall  have  the  king’s  old 
Saddles  and  old  bridles. 

The  fhare  of  two  perfons 
Shall  he  have  of  the  money  of 
the  grooms. 

The  head  groom,  and  the 
oTooms,  fhall  have  the  wild 
colts  which  the  king  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  third  of  a  Spoil . 

The  chief  groom  is  obliged 
to  bring  out  all  the  horfes  which 
the  king  fhall  give.  He  there¬ 
upon  fhall  take  four  pence  for 
every  horfe,  except  for  thefe 
three  horfes  ;  the  horfe  of  the 
domeflic  chaplain,  and  the  horfe 

of 


Pen  Gwaflrawd  ageif  croen 
ych  ygaeaf  achroen  buwch  yn 
yr  haf  ygan  ydyflein  ywneuthur 
kebyflreu  meirch  ybrenhin  ahyn¬ 
ny  kyn  rannu  crwyn  ydyflein 
arfwydwyr. 


Pen  gwastrawd  bieu  cofleu 
pobeidyon  alader  ynygegin  ahal- 
aen  ganthun  or  gegin, 

Ef  ageif  hen  gyfrwyeu  ybren¬ 
hin  alien  frwyneu. 

Ran  deu  wr  ageif  oaryant 
ygvaffrodyon. 

Pengwaflrawd  ar  gwaflrodyon 
agaffant  yiebolyon  gwyllt  agaffo 
ybrenhin  otraean  anreith. 

Pengwaflrawd  bieu  eflynnu 
ymeirch  oil  arodo  yr  brenhin. 
Pedeir  keinyawc  agymer  yntev 
obop  march  eithyr  or  tri  meirch 
hyn.  March  yr  effeiryad  teulu. 
amarch  yr  ygnad  llys.  amarch 
yc  roe  flan, 

Pen- 


*  Additions  from  the  W.  S.  M. 

The  judge  of  the  court  ought  to  have  the  great  gate  opened  for  him  by  the  por¬ 
ter,  when  he  enters,  and  when  he  goes  out. — He  fhall  receive  twenty-four  pence 
from  every  judge  examined  by  him  ;  and  the  like,  when  he  fits  to  decide  with  other 
judges. 

t  The  true  reading  i&—Abynny  ygan  yneb*  «  _  , 
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of  the  judge  of  the  court,  and 
the  horfe  of  the  jefter  * . 

The  chief  groom  (hall  receive 
from  the  fteward  ot  the  houie- 
hold,  as  much  as  will  fill  the 
vefleis  ufed  in  ferving  in  the 
court,  and  as  much  as  will  fill 
the  veffels  out  of  which  the  king 
drinks,  of  mead  ;  and  the  fecond 
filling  from  the  patron  of  the 
family;  and  the  third  from  the 
queen. 

'  His  land  he  {hall  have  freely. 

A  horfe  in  attendance  from 
the  king.  The  horfe  (hall  have 
two  ratios  of  the  provender. 

The  place  of  the  chief  groom, 
and  the  grooms  with  him,  is  be? 
low  the  pillar  next  to  the  king. 

To  him  belongs  the  arrange¬ 
ment  oi  the  ffablings  ol  the 
Rories,  and  their  provender. 

The  third  of  the  fine  and 
commutation  oi  the  grooms, 
ihall  go  to  the  chief  groom. . 

A  "halter  fnall  be  furnilhed 
by  him  with  every  horfe  which 
the  king  ihall  give. 

The  chief  groom  owns  the 
king’s  cap,  it  there  be  furs  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  it;  and  the  fpurs, 
it  they  fhould  be  of  gold  gilding 
or  of  filver,  or  oi  copper. 

He  (hall  have  a  diih  of  meat, 
and  a  hornfull  of  ale,  as  an  al- 


Pengwaftrawd  ageif  yga*i 
ydyflein  lloneid  ylleft*  ygwalh 
ouer  yndunt  yny  llys.  alloneid 
ylleftri  ydyfuo  ybrenhin  oho- 
nunt  or  med.  ar  eil  lloneid 
ygan  ypenteulu.  ar  trydid  yghi} 
yvrenhines. 


Etir  ageif  yn  ryd. 

March  bithofiephygan  ybren¬ 
hin.  Dwy  ran  ageif  ymarch  or 
ebran. 

Lie  ypengwaftrawd  ar  guaf- 
trodyon  ganthaw  yw  is  ycolofyn 
nefaf  yr  brenbin. 

Ef  bieu  rannu  lletyeu  ymeirch 
ac  eu  hebran. 

Traean  dirwy  acbamlwrw 
yguaftrpdyon  ageif  ypenguaf? 
trawd. 

Kebyflyr  adyry  ef  gan  bop 
march  arodo  yr  brenhin. 

Pen  gwaftrawd  bieu  capan 
ybrenhin  obyd  crwyn  wrthaw, 
ar  yfparduneu  obydant  or  eur- 
eid  neu  aryanheid  nev  euydeid. 

Bwyd  feic  ageif  achornheid 
cwryf  yn  ankwyn. 


lowance. 

• . . . .  ■  11  1 1*,  '"’Eggaa 


The  falconer  has  a  privilege,  XpYLYEDyr  hebogyd+ywydyd 
the  day  that  the  hawk  {hall  kill  yllado  yr  hebawc.  bwn  neu  gry- 
a  bittern,  or  a  heron,  or  a  cur-  hyr.  neu  chwibonogyl  vynycL 
Jew.  Three  fervices  fhall  the  Tri  gwafanaeth  awna  ybrenhin 

king  yr 


*  The  reafon  why  he  has  it  not  from  abifhop  is,  becaufe  he  is  the  king’s  conftflor ; 
and  rifes  before  him  ;  and  fits  behind  him;  and  holds  his  fleeves  whilfl  he  wafhei 
himfeif.  He  cannot  claim  from  the  falconer,  for  the  king  is  obliged  to  ferve  him  on 
three  occafions.  He  fhall  make  no  claim  upon  the  jefler;  for  the  halter  of  his  horfe 
is  to  be  tied  round  his  tefticles,  inflead  of  his  head,  in  going  out  of  the 
court.  W.  S.  M.  +  Penkebogyti,  or  chief  falconer,  in  iome  copies. 
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'king  perform  for  the  falconer  on 
fnch  a  day:  hold  his  ftirrup 
whilft  he  difmounts;  and  hold 
the  horfe  whilft  he  goes  after 
the  birds ;  and  hold  his  ftirrup 
whilft  he  mounts  again.  Three 
times  fhall  the  king  compliment 
him  that  night  at  table. 

On  one  fide  of  the  chancellor 
he  fhall  fit  in  the  banquet. 

The  falconer  fhall  have  the 
fkin  of  a  flag  in  autumn,  from 
the  chief  huntfman,  to  make 
gloves  for  himfelf,  and  the 
leafhes  of  the  hawks. 

Two  ratios  fhall  his  horfe 
have  of  the  provender. 

He  fhall  drink  only  three 
cupfulk  in  the  hall,  left  his 
hawks  fhould  be  neglefted 
through  drunkennefs ;  veffels 
therefore  fhall  hold  his  liquor 
in  the  palace. 

If  the  falconer  fhould  kill  his 
horfe  in  hunting;  or  fhould  he 
die  by  chance,  he  fhall  have 
another  from  the  king. 

He  claims  every  unfledged 
young  bird :  a  fparrowhawk’s 
neft  found  on  the  land  of  the 
palace  belongs  to  him. 

He  fhall  receive  a  difh  of  meat 
as  an  allowance,  and  three  horn- 
ifulls  of  liquor  in  his  lodging. 

From  the  time  when  the  fal¬ 
coner  fhall  put  the  hawks  in 
their  mews,  to  the  time  he  fhall 
take  them  out,  he  fhall  not  give 
an  anfwer  to  any  one  that  fhall 
prefer  a  claim  againft  him. 

He  fhall  receive  quarters  once 
a  year  on  the  villains. 

From  every  villain  town  he 
fhall  receive  qd.  or  a  dry  fheep, 
as  food  for  his  hawks. 

Freely  he  fhall  have  his  land. 

Three 


yr  hebogyd  ydyd  hwnnw .  Daly 
ywarthauyl  tradifgynho.  Ad.aly 
ymarch  tragyrcho  yr  adar.  Ada- 
ly  ywarthauyl  trayfgynho.  I  eir 
gweith  yd  anrecca  ybrenhjtrx  ef 
ynos  h-onno  ary  vwycL 

Ar  neillaw  ykynghellawr  yd 
eiffed  ygkyuedwch, 

Croen  hyd  ageif  yr  hebogyd 
ynhydyfuref  ygan  ypenkynyd 
ywneuthur  menic  -idaw  athauyl 
hualeu  yr  hebtfgeu, 

Dwy  ran  ageif  ymarch  or 
ebran. 

Nyd  yf  namyn  teir  fioleid 
ynyneuad  rac  bod  gwall  ary  be- 
bogeu  drwy  veddawd.  lleftri 
bagen  aerfyll  ywiraw.d,  ynyllys* 

Oil  ad  hebogyd  yvarch  ynhelv 
nev  obyd  marw  odamwein.  arall 
ageif.  ygan  ybrenhin. 

Ef  biev  bop  hwiedid.  Ef 
bieu  nyth  llemyften  agaffer  ar 
tir  yllys. 

Bwyd  feic  ageif  yn  ancwyn 
athri  chorneid  olyn  yn y  lety. 

Or  pan  dotto  yr  hebogyd  yhe- 
bogeu  yny  eu  mud  hyd  pan  eu 
tynho  all  an.  Ny  dyry  attep 
ynep  ae  holo, 

Gweft  ageif  bop  blwydyn  un 
weith  ar  ytaeogeu. 

Obop  taeauctref  ykymer.  IIII 
or.  keinyawc,  Neu  dauat  hefp 
ynborthyant  yr  hebogcu. 

En  ryd  ykeif  ytir. 

Teir 
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Three  prefents  fhall  the  king  lew  anrec  aenvyn  vbrenhiri 
fend  to  the  falconer  by  the  hand  yr  hebogyd  yllaw  ygennad  ei- 
of  his  mefifertger,  except  on  the  thyr  yny  dyd  yllado  ederyn  en- 
day  he  kills  any  noble  bird,  or  wauc.  neu  yny  teirgwyl  arben- 
on  the  three  principal  feftivals ;  nic  yr  hebogyd  ehunan  aerbyn 
the  falconer  fhall  receive  the  yr  anregyon  olaw  ybrenhin  yn 
prefents  himfelf  from  the  king’s  yr  amferoed  hyny.  Edyd  yllado 
hands  at  thofe  times.  The  day  yr  hebogyd  ederyn  enwauc. 
on  which  the  falconer  kills  a  Ony  byd  ybrenhin  ygyd  ac  el. 
noble  bird,  if  the  king  fhall  not  ban  del  yr  hebogyd  yr  llys  ar 
be  with  him,  when  the  falconer  ederyn.  ybrenhin  adyly  kyfvodi 
returns  to  the  palace  with  the  yny  erbynt.  Ac  ony  chyuyd 
bird,  the  king  is  obliged  to  rife  yntev  rodet  ywifc  avo  amuanaw 
up  to  receive  him ;  and  if  he  yr  hebogyd. 
does  not  rife,  then  he  (hall  give 
the  garment  which  fhall  be  on 
him  to  the  falconer. 

He  owns  the  heart  of  every  Ef  biev  callonev  pob  llwdyn 
animal,  which  fhall  be  {laugh-  alader  yny  llys. 
tered  in  the  palace. 

Though  the  falconer  fhould  Kyd  anreither  hebogyd  gan 
be  liable  to  diftraint  by  the  law,  gyfureith  nys  anreitha.  namaer 
neither  a  bailiff,  nor  a  chancel-  nachynghellawr.  Nammwyn 
lor,  fhall  diftrain  upon  him  ;  but  righill  ybrenhin  ar  teulu. 
the  ferjeant  of  the  king  and  the 
houfehold. 

A  pound  is  the  value  of  the  Punt  yw  gwerth  nyth  hebawc. 
neft  of  a  hawk.  Six  fcore  pence  Chweugeint  yw  gwerth  hebauc 
is  the- value  of  a  hawk  before  kyn  mud.  Obyd  gwen  gwedy 
mewing.  Should  fhe  be  white  mud.  Punt  atal.  Pedeir  arhu- 
after  mewing,  hie  is  worth  a  geint  yw  gwerth  hwyedic. 
pound.  Twenty-four  pence  is  the  Chweugeint  yw  gwerth  nyth 
value  of  an  unfledged  young  one.  gwalch.  Triugeint  kyn  niua 
i2od.  is  the  value  of  a  falcon’s  athra  vo  yny  naud  atal.  Nyth 
neft.  Three  fcore  pence  is  her  llamyften.  pedeir  arhugeint  atal. 
value  before  mewing,  and  whilft  Gwerth  llamyften  kyn  mud 
in  the  mew.  The  neft  of  a  athra  yny  mud.  deudec  kein- 
fparrowhawk  is  of  the  value  of  yauc  atal.  Guedy  mud  obyd 
twenty-four  pence.  The  value  gwen.  XXIIII.  atal. 
of  a  fparrowhawk  before  mew¬ 
ing,  and  whilft  in  the  mew,  is 
i2d.  after  mewing,  fhould  the 
be  white,  fire  is  worth  24b  *. 

The  Pen kyn Yn 

*.  Additions  from  the  W.  S.  M.  The  falconer  is  entitled  to  a  palm’s  length  of  wax 
candle  from  the  fteward  of  thq  houfehold,  to  feed  his  birds  by,  and  to  make  his  t>e  . 

f  In  the  margin  of  the  MS,  Annerch  achariad  atoch  ymerodres  ylerch  dwywes 
ykariad  kanwyll  y  rianed. 
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The  chief huntfman  lhall  have  Penkynyd  ageif  croen  ych 
the  fkin  of  an  ox,  in  the  winter,  yny  gaeaf  ygan  ydyftein  ywneu- 
from  the  Reward  of  the  houfe-  thur  kynliyuanev  ygwn  ybren- 


hold,  to  make  leafhes  for  the 
king’s  dogs. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  king 
(hall  the  huntfmen  follow  the 
chafe,  until  the  firft  of  Decem¬ 
ber  ;  then,  whatever  they  may 
obtain,  until  the  ninth  day  of 
December,  they  {hall  not  divide 
with  the  king. 

There  (hall  be  no  legal-pieces 
in  the  flag  of  the  king,  after  the 
firft  of  December. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  huntfman  {hall  fhew  to 
the  king  his  dogs,  and  his  horns, 
and  his  leafhes,  and  his  (hare  of 
the  {kins. 

The  chief  huntfman  claims 
the  third  of  the  king’s  (hare  of 
the  fkins ;  for  he  is  the  only  man 
with  whom  the  king  (hall  divide 
a  third. 

Until  the  ninth  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  nobody  that  prefers  a 
claim,  {hall  have  any  anfwer 
from  the  chief  huntfman,  except 
he  fhould  be  an  officer  of  the 
court ;  for  none  of  the  officers 
can  delay  the  caufe  of  aftion  of 
another,  if  there  be  a  judge  to 
determine  it. 

The  chief  huntfman  {hall 
have  two  men’s  (hare  from  thole 
that  hunt  with  the  great  hounds ; 
and  one  man’s  {hare  from  hun¬ 
ters  with  the  grey  hounds. 

After  the  fkins  {hall  be  di¬ 
vided  between  the  king  and  the 
huntfmen,  let  the  chief  huntf¬ 
man,  and  his  huntfmen  with 
him,  go  into  quarters  upon  the 
king’s  villains;  then  they  {hall 
return  to  the  king  at  chriftmas. 

The 


bin. 

Er  lies  ybrenhin  yrhelyant 
ykynydyon  hyd  galan  raevyr. 
Odyna  or  agaffoynt  hyd  naw- 
uetid  raevyr  nys  kyfrannant  ar 
brenhin. 

Ny  bid  golwythyon  kyfur- 
ei th lawn  ynhyd  ybrenhin  gwe- 
dy  calan  raevyr. 

"  Ynawuetdyd  raevyr  ydengys 
ykynyd  yr  brenhin  ykwn  ae 
gyrn  ae  kynllyvanev.  ae  ran  or 
erwyn. 

Ypenkynyd  biev  traean  ran 
ybrenhin  or  erwyn.  Canys  ef 
undyn  ytrayana  ybrenhin  ac  ef. 

Hyd  nawuettyd.  raevyr  ny- 
cheiff  nep  ae  holo  attep  ygan 
ypenkynyd.  Onyd  fwydawc 
llys  vyd.  kan  ny  eill  nep  or  fwyd- 
ogyon  gohiryaw  dadyl  ygilyd 
o  byd  ae  barnho. 


Epenkynyd  ageif  ran  deu  wr. 
ygan  gynydyon  ygellgwn.  a  ran 
gwr  ygan  gynydyon  ymilgwn. 

Gwedy  ranher  yerwyn  yrwng 
ybrenhin  ar  kynydyon  aed  ypen¬ 
kynyd  ae  gynydyon  ganthaw  ar 
doureth  ar  taeogev  ybrenhin. 
Odyna  doent  ar  ybrenhin  erbyn 
nodohe. 


Lie 
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The  place  of  the  chief  huntf- 
tnan,  and  his  huntfmen  with 
him,  is  below  the  pillar,  oppo- 
fite  to  the  king. 

A  hornfull  of  liquor  fhall  be 
Cent  to  the  chief  huntfman,  frgra 
the  king,  or  from  the  patron  of 
the  family;  another  from  the 
queen;  and  the  third  from  the 
fleward  of  the  household. 

The  chief  huntfman  fhall 
have  a  tame  fparrowhawk  every 
michaelmas,  from  the  falconer. 

He  fhall  have  an  allowance 
in  his  lodging,  that  is  to  fay,  a 
difh,  and  a  hornfull  of  mead,  or 
other  liquor. 

To  him  belongs  the  third  of 
the  line,  and  commutation,  and 
heriot,  and  maiden  fee  of  the 
daughters,  of  all  the  other  huntf- 
men,  and  the  two  fliares  go  to 
the  king. 

With  the  king  fhall  the 
huntfmen  be,  from  chriftmas, 
until  they  fhall  turn  out  the  fal¬ 
low  deer  in  the  fpring*. 

From  the  time  they  begin  to 
hunt,  in  the  firff  leaf on,  until 
the  ninth  day  of  May,  they  fhall 
not  reply  to  any  body  who  may 
fue  them,  except  he  fhould  be 
an  officer  of  the  court. 

His  land  he  fhall  have  freely. 

He  fhall  receive  a  horfe  in 
attendance,  from  the  king.  Two 
ratios  fhall  he  have  of  the  pro- 
vender. 

Four  pence  in  law  he  fhall 
receive  from  every  one  who 

hunts 


Lie  ypenkynyd  ac  gynycL 
yon  ganthaw  is  ygolofuyn  gyuar* 
wynep  ar  brenhin. 

Lloneid  corn  olyn  adaw  idaw 
ypenkynyd  ygan  ybrenhin.  nev 
ygan  ypenteulu.  arall  ygan 
yvrenhines.  ar  trydid  ygan 
ydyflein. 

Llamyflen  dof  ageif  bop 
gwylvihangel  ypenkynyd  ygan 
yr  hebogyd. 

Ancwyn  ageif  ynyletty,  nyd 
amgen  no  feic  achorneid  oved 
nev  olyn  arall. 

Ef  biev  traean  dirwy  acham- 
Iwrw  ac  ebediw  agobyr  eu  mer- 
ched.  ykynydyon  ereill  oil. 
Y11  deu  banner  ar  brenhin. 


Egyd  ar  brenhin  yd  vydant 
ykynydyon  or  nodolyc  hyd  pan 
ellynghwynt  aewiged  yny  gwa- 
hanwyn.  s 

Orpan  dechreuhont  helyyny 
kynteuin  hyd  nawvetid  mei  ny 
wrthebant  ynep  ae  holoent  ony 
byd  fwydawc  llys. 

*  t 

Etir  yn  ryd  ageif. 

March  bithoffeph  ageif  ygan 
ybrenhin.  Dwy  ran  ageif  or 
ebran. 

Pedeir  keinyawc  kyfureith 
ageif  ygan  pob  kynyd  milgi. 

Ac 


*  In  the  middle  of  February  he  fhal!  talte  his  dogs,  horns,  and  Icafhes,  and  go 
t®  hunt  fallow  deer  until  Midfummer. — Immediately  afterwards  he  is  to  go  to  hun$ 
flags,  until  the  ninth  of  November.  After  that  day  he  begins  to  hunt  the  woexj* 
fwme  (badgers).  W,  S.  M, 
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hunts  with  a  greyhound;  and 
eight  pence  in  law  he  fhall  have 
from  him  who  hunts  with  the 
great  hound. 

The  chief  huntfman  is  to  blow 
his  horn  *,  when  there  is  a  due 
to  him,  in  the  day  of  fpoil ;  and 
Jet  him  choofe  a  beaft  out  of 
the  booty. 

He  fhall  have  the  {kin  of  a 
cow  in  the  fummer,  from  the 
fteward  of  the  houfehold. 

Whoever  {ball  fue  the  chief 
huntfman,  muft  endeavour  to 
take  him  on  his  bed,  on  the 
morning  of  May  day,  before  he 
puts  on  his  boots,  for  he  is  un¬ 
der  no  obligation  to  anfwer, 
tinlefs  he  fhall  be  found  in  that 
manner. 


Ac  wyth  keinyawc  kyfureith 
ageif  ygan  pob  kynyd  gellgi. 


Penkynyd  biev  canu  ycorn 
pan  vo  yawn  idaw,  indit  anreith. 
adewifed  yeidon.  ar  yr  an¬ 
reith. 

\ 

„  Croen  buwch  ageif  ynyr  haf 
ygan  ydyftein. 


Enep  aholo  ypenkynyd  keif- 
yed  yodiwes  arywely  bore  diw 
kaianmei  kyn  gwifgaw  yguaran- 
ev.  kanyt  dir  idaw  attep  ony- 
cheffir  ef  velly. 


The  page  of  the  chamber, 
claims  all  the  king’s  cloaths,  ex¬ 
cept  the  garment  for  Lent ;  all 
the  bed  cloaths ;  his  lhirt ;  his 
coat ;  his  cloak ;  his  breeches ; 
his  ftockings;  and  his  fhoes. 

There  is  no  fixt  place  for  the 
page  of  the  chamber  in  the  hall ; 
for  his  fervice  lies  between  the 
hall  and  the  chamber. 

He  (hall  receive  a  horfe  from 
the  king;  and  his  land  freely; 
and  his  fhare  of  the  vifitors’ 
gift  money. 

It  is  his  duty  to  fpread  the 
king’s  bed. 

Out  of  every  fpoil,  which 
the  king  fhall  take,  he  claims 
the  cattle  whofe  horns  and  ears 
are  of  the  fame  length. 

Domeftic 


Guas  yftauell  biev  dillad 
ybrenhin  oil  eithyr  gwife  gara- 
wys.  ydillad  gwely  oil.  ae  grys. 
ae  bais.  ae  vantell.  ae  lawdwr. 
ae  hofanev,  ae  eferidiev. 

Nyd  oes  le  dilis  yr  gwas 
yftauell  yny  neuad.  canys 
ygwafanaeth  avyd  yrwng  yneuad 
ar  yftauell. 

March  ageif  ygan  ybrenhin 
ae  tir  yn  ryd  ae  ran  oaryan 
gueftuaev. 

Ef  bieu  tanu  guely  ybrenhin. 

Obop  anreith  adycco  ybren¬ 
hin.  ef  biev  ygwarthec  avo  kv- 
hyd  eu  corn  ae  yfcyuarn, 

Bard 


*  His  horn  is  of  the  buffalo ;  and  its  value  is  one  pound,-— Some  fay  he  ought  only 
to  fwear  by  his  horn  and  his  lealhes.  W.  S.  M. 
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Domeflic  bard 
fiilentiary. 

Door-keeper  of  the  half. 
Door-keeper  of  the  chamber. 
Groom  of  the  rein. 

Chandler. 

Butler. 

Mead  brewer. 

Groom  of  the  rein  to  the  queen. 
Steward  of  the  queen’s  houfehold. 
Chambermaid. 

Thofe  fifteen*  are  of  the 
fame  privilege,  fame  compenfa- 
tion  tor  iniult  and  death,  fame 
he  riot,  and  their  daughters  are 
of  the. fame  rank. 


Bard  teulu  5 

Goflcgwr. 

Dryfawr  ynevad. 

Dryfawr  yr  yff.au el!. 

Gwafiraud  awuyn. 

Kanhwyllyd. 

Trulfyad. 

Metyd. 

Gwaftraud  auwyn  yvrenhines, 
Dy ftein  yv  centimes, 

Morwyn  yflauell, 

Epymthec  hynny  yffyd  un 
vreint.  un  farhaed.  un  alanas.  un 
abediw.  ac  un  vreint  eu  mer- 
ched. 


The  domefhc  bard  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  a  bead,  ot  the  family,  out 
of  every  fpoii,  m  which  he  fhall 
be  prefent  ;  and  a  naan  $  (hare, 
like  every  domeffic.  Therefore, 
if  there  fhould  be  fighting,  he 
fhall  fing  the  Monarchy  of  Bri¬ 
tain  m  front  of  the  battle. 

When  a  bard  fhall  a  Ik  a  gift 
of  a  prince,  let  him  fing  one 
piece  ;  when  he  alies  ot  a  baton, 
let  him  fing  three  pieces  ;  fhould 
he  afk  of  a  villain,  let  him  fing 
■until  he  falls  afleep. 

His  land  fhall  be  free  ;  and  he 
fhall  have  a  horfe  in  attendance, 
from  the  king. 

The  chief  of  fong  fhall  begin 
the  Tinging,  in  the  common. 


Bard  teulu  ageif  eidyon  ygaa 
yteulu  obop  anreith  yd  vo  yndi*. 
aran  gwr  mal  pob  teuluwr. 
Enteu  advly  canu  unbenaeth 
brydein  obyd  ymlad  rac  bron 
ygad. 


Ban 


a  archo  bard  yteyrn, 
caned  un  canu.  Ban  archo 
breyr  caned  tri  chanu.  Od 
eirch  ytaeawc  caned  yny  gyfgo§. 

Ydir  yn  ryd  amarch  bith  |j 
offeph  ygan  ybrenhin. 

Ypenkerd  adechreu  canu  yny 
neuad  gyffeuinll, 

hallb.  ~  He  j 

*  There  are  only  eleven  enumerated  :  thofe  that  are  omitted  feem  to  he  the  Mt 

^vc  Swvdwyr  1 1  y s ,  Coc,  and  Iioedawc.  <  _  .  , 

}V  When  a  fong  is  called  for,  the  bard  prefident  fhould  begin  ;  the  fir  ft  fong  ad- 
dr  effed  to  God;  the  next  to  the  king,  to  whom  the  court  belongs  ;  or,  it  the.e  is  not 
one  to  another  king.  After  the  bard  prefident,  the  domefhc  bard  is  to  fing  three 
pieces,  on  different  fubjedts.  If  the  queenfhould  defire  a  fong,  et  the  aomefhc  bard 
go  afide,  and  recite  without  mufic,  and  iottly,  lo  as  not  to  difturb  tne  ha  .  * ■  •  * 

|  After  the  words  yd  mo  yndl,  there  is  this  imerimeatrm— ar  y  bo  no  rib  i  dnvyn  gyda  y 
in A,  which  he  fhall  be  with  the  family  in  the  capture  of  it. 

^  Interlineation — neu  oni  mo  blin,  or  until  he  fhall  timd. 

|!  Interlineation-— -neu  yn  brefivyl,  or  in  attendance.  _  ,  . 

«!  Interlineation — ?  r  a  l  kanu  agan  yny  neuad  kanys  y  perkyrd q  dccbTeu,  the  fiecon  pi  * 
he  Hi  alt  frog  in  the  hall,  for  the  chief  of  fong  (dodfcor  oi  mufic)  fhall  begin. 

Tht  office,  and  the  privileges  of  the  domeflic  bard  aie,  in  all  tne  copies  0  ^ 
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He  fhall  be  next  but  one  to 
the  patron  of  the  family. 

He  fhall  have  a  harp  from  tire 
king,  and  a  gold  ring  from  the 
queen,  when  his  office  is  fecured 
to  him.  The  harp  he  fhall  never 
part  with. 

The  door-keeper  of  the  hall*, 
fhould  he  go  beyond  the  length 
of  his  arm,  and  his  rod,  from  the 
door,  after  the  king  has  entered 
the  hall,  if  he  is  in  halted,  no  fa- 
tisfadtion  fhall  be  made  to  him. 

Should  the  door-keeper,  Or 
the  porter,  knowingly  hinder 
one  of  the  officers  from  going 
and  coming-,  let  either  pay  to 
him  three  cows  for  commutation 
of  Wrong  ;  and  as  much  to  the 
king,  if  he  is  a  principal  perfon; 
to  ever  one  of  the  other  officers 
four-pence  each  fhall  be  paid. 

The  door  keeper  fhall  have  a 
veffel,  for  receiving  his  liquor, 
The  Reward  of  the  houfehold, 
and  all  the  drawers,  fhall  bring 
their  liquors  into  the  door-keep¬ 
er’s  veffel,  when  the  drink  of 
the  attendants  is  diflnbuted. 

The  door-keeper  fhall  take 
care  of  the  fkins  of  the  cattle 
that  fhall  be  flaughtered  in  the 
kitchen ;  and  fhall  dry  them ; 
and  he  is  to  receive  a  penny  for 
each,  when  divided. 

His  land  he  fhall  have  freely  ; 
and  a  horfe  from  the  king  ;  and 
lie  fhall  receive  a  fhare  of  the 
vifitors’  gift-moneyf. 

A  door- 


JE.il  ne  fa f  yrpenteuiu  vyd. 

Telvn  ageif  ygao  yhrenliin 
amodrwy  eur  ygan  yvrenliines 
pan  gwy  filer  yhvyd  idaw.  Y- 
delyn  ny  ad  byth  ygantliaw. 

Oda  dryfawr  yncuad  hwy  no 
hyd  yvreich  ay  widen  ywrth 
ydrws  wedy  yd  cl  ybrenhin  yr 
neuad.  kyd  farhaer  yno  ny  dy- 
wygir  idaw. 

Ollud  ydryfawr  neu  ypo r th¬ 
aw  r  un  or  fwydogyon  yvyned 
adyuot  yd  an  ywybod.  Taled 
idaw  tribuhin  camlwrw.  Ar 
gymmaint  yr  brenhin.  ofpen- 
adur.  vyd.  Ybob  mi  or  fwyd¬ 
ogyon  ereill.  iiijnr  k,  ateiu.  ybob 
un  onadunk 

j 

Lleflyr  auyd  ygan  ydryfawr 
yaruoll  ywirawd  yndaw.  Ydyf- 
tein  ar  pwalloueid  oil.  adygant 

cD  J  O 

eugwirodeu  yleftyr  ydryfawr 
pan  roder  gwirawd  yr  ebeityk 

Ydryfawr  apreidw  erwyn  v- 
gwarthec  aladeryny  gegm.  ac  ae 
fycha  axffieinyawc  ageif  yntev 
chop  un  ohonunt  ban  ranher. 

Etir  ynryd  ageif.  amard] 
ygan  ybrenhin.  aran  ageif 

J  O  J  O 

oaryant  vgweifvaeu. 

Drysaur 


laws,  confounded  with  the  honours  attached  to  the  chief  of  fong  ;  which  was  a  titla 
borne  generally,  by  a  mufician  who  had  obtained  a  chair  of  prefidency.  I  he  i  encerd 
was  not  one  of  the  twenty-four  officers. 

*  The  door-keeper  of  the  hall,  and  the  door-keeper  of  the  cha  mber,  are  not  men¬ 
tioned  as  officers  in  the  other  copies.  The  Dryfawr,  or  door-keeper,  and  Dryfawr 
y  Vrenhines,  or  Queen’s  Door-keeper,  are  reckoned  as  officers  in  fume,  but  not  in 
this  manufeript. 

+  Additions  from  the  W.  S.  M. 

He  ought  to  clear  the  way  for  the  king,  with  his  wand;  and  whoever  he  (kikes 

with 
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A  door-keeper  of  the  chamber  DrYSAUR  yftauell  age  if  ytir 
fhall  have  his  land  freely  ;  and  a  ynryd.  amarch  ygan  ybrenhin 
horfe  from  the  king ;  and  a  aran  oaryan  ygweftvaeu. 
fhare  of  the  vifitors’  gift-money. 


A  groom  of  the  rein*  fhall 
have  the  king’s  daily  faddle,  his 
cufhion,  his  bridles,  his  fpurs, 
his  {lockings,  and  his  rain  cap, 
when  difcarded  ;  alfo  his  old 
horfe-fhoes,  and  (hoeing  irons. 

His  land  {hall  be  free  ;  and  he 
fhall  receive  a  horfe  from  the  kin^. 

He  (hall  attend  with  the  king  s 
{feed,  and  his  arms,  whenever 
the  king  mounts,  and  when  he 
difmounts.  He  fhall  alio  lead 
the  {feed  from  the  (fable,  and  to 
the  (fable. 

One  man’s  (hare  (hall  he  re¬ 
ceive  of  the  colts  taken  in  the 


Gwastrawd  aftwvn  asreiff 
kyinvy  peunydyawl  ybrenhin  ae 
band  ae  frwynev  ae  yfbardunev. 
ae  hofanev.  ae  gapan  glaw  pan 
dirmycer.  ae  henbedolev  aheyrn 
petoli. 

Ytir  yn  ryd.  Amarch  ygan 
ybrenhin  ageif. 

Ei  adydwc  amws  ac  aruev 
ybrenhin  pan  efgynno  aphan  dif* 
gynho.  Ef  adydwc  yr  amws 
oe  lety.  ac  ay  dwc  yw  lety. 

Ran  gwr  ageif  oebolyon  yf 
anreith. 


The  phyfician  fhall  (it  next  to 
the  patron  of  the  family,  in  the 
hall. 

Freely  he  fhall  have  his  land. 

A  horfe  in  attendance  he  (hall 
receive  from  the  king. 

Without  reward  fhall  he  prac~ 
tife  phyfic  to  the  houfehold,  and 
the  men  of  the  court ;  as  he  is  to 
have  from  them  only  the  perfo¬ 
rated  clothes ;  except  it  fhall  be  for 
one  of  the  three  mortal  wounds. 

A  pound  (hall  the  phyfician 
take  on  account  of  each  of  thofe, 
without  maintenance ;  or  nine 
fcore  pence  with  maintenance. 
One  of  them  is  when  a  man  is 
ff ruck  upon  his  head,  so  that  his 
brains  may  be  feen  ;  the  fecond 


Medyc  aeilfed  yn  nefaf  yr 
penteulu  yn  yneuad. 

Ynryd  yd  geiff  ydir. 

March  kith  olTeph  ageiff  ygan 
ybrenhin. 

Enrad  ygwna  medeginyaeth 
wrth  yteulu  agwyr  yllys  gany- 
cheif  yganthun  namwyn  ydillad 
brathedic.  onyd  un  or  teir 
gweli  angheuawl  yvyd. 

Punt  agymer  ymedyc  obob 
un  ohonunt  heb  ymbortn.  Neu 
naw  ugeint  ac  ymborth.  Un 
oriadunt  pan  drawer  dyn  ar  yben 
yny  welher  yemenhyd.  Eil  yw 
gw  aft  dyn  yny  arch  ynyweler 
yamyfgar.  Trydyd  yw  torn  un 

obed- 


V/ith  it  it  arms  length,  fhall  have  no  rcdrefs,  if  he  feeks  It.  He  fhall  eat  with  the 
ether  officers.  He  is  not  to  lit  in  the  hall,  but  to  execute  his  commiffions  to  the 
kmg  upon  his  knees. 

*  He  is  not  reckoned  as  one  of  the  twenty-four  in  tie  W.  S,  M.  nor  in  Wotton* 
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Is  the  {tabbing  a  man  in  his  body 
fo  that  his  bowels  appear;  the 
third  is  the  breaking  one  oi 
the  four  pods  of  a  man,  (which 
are  thefe,  either  of  his  two  thighs, 
or  of  the  two  upper  joints  of  the 
arms),  fo  that  the  marrow  may 
be  feen.  Three  pounds  is  the 
value  ot  each  of  them. 

When  a  man  is  {truck  upon 
the  head,  a  phyfician  is  entitled 
to  four  pence  curtailed  *,  tor 
every  bone  above  the  cranium. 
Four  pence  in  law  is  the  price 
ot  a  bone  below  the  cranium, 
which  will  produce  a  found 
when  dropt  in  a  copper  veffel  +. 
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obedwarpoft  dyn.  (Yfef  ywrei 
hynny  un  oe  deu  vordwyd.  ae 
deu  buryad)  ynywelher  ymer. 
Teir  punt  yw  gwerth  pob  un 
ohonunt. 


Medyc  adyly  pan  t  rawer  dyn 
ar  yben  obop  afgwrn  uch  creu- 
tan  pedeir  keinyawc  cota.  Af¬ 
gwrn  is  creufan  iiii.  k.  k.  atal. 
orafeinho  ymewn  cawc  euyd. 


The  butler  (hall  have  his 
land  freely  ;  and  a  horfe  from 
the  king.  A  lawful  allowance 
of  liquor  he  {hall  receive,  as 
much  as  will  fill  the  velfels  ufed 
for  drawing  of  the  ale ;  half  as 
much  ot  the  bragget ;  and  the 
third  of  the  mead.  ~ 


Trullyad  ageif  ytir  yn  ryd, 
amarch  yganybrenhin.  agwir- 
awd  gytureithyawl  ageif.  Lion- 
eid  llettri  ygwallouyev  ac  wynt 
yny  llys.  or  cwryf.  Eu  banner 
or  bragawd  ar  tray  an  or  med. 


The  mead  brewer  {hall  have 
his  land  freely ;  and  a  horfe  from 
the  king;  and  a  {hare  of  the  yin- 
tors’  gift-money  ;  and  the  third 
ot  the  wax  which  fhall  be  taken 
off  the  vat ;  the  two  parts  being 
divided  between  the  hall  and  the 
chamber :  two  (hares  for  the 
hall,  and  the  third  for  the  cham¬ 
ber  J.  The 


Met  YD  ageif  ytir  yn '  ryd 
amarch  yganybrenhin  aran  oar- 
yant  yguettvaeu.  athrayan  ycwyr 
adiotter  yar  ygerwyn.  ar  deu- 
parth  arennir  yrwng  neuad  ac 
ytlauell  ydwy  ran  yr  neuad  ar 
trayan  yr  ytlauell, 

Kann- 


*  Ceimatvg  goto.,  a  chcrn;aivg  gyvraitb)  a  curtailed  penny,  and  a  lawful  penny.  Thefe 
xprefflons  occur  frequently  ;  but  the  diiliadion  between  the  different  pennies  can-- 
eot  be  now  afeertained. 

h 

+  A  phyficiao  fhall  have  the  bloody  clothes-  for  his  trouble,-  if  he  purs  a  tent  in  a 
Wound. — ‘For  an  application  of  red  falve,  three  pence.— The  value  of  his  pah  is  one 
penny.  A  phyfician  fhould  accept  of  a  releafe  from  the  family  of  the  wounded,  if 
he  dies  under  his  treatment;  if  he  does  not,  let  him  anfwer  for  the  adt.  W.  S.  M. 

f  Ke  claims  the  covering  over  the  vat,  or  elfc  four  pence,  according  tq  the  ■shoice 
ef  the  owner  of  the  feaft.  W.  3.  hi. 
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The  chandler  *  fhall  have  his 
land  freely  ;  and  horfe  from  the 
lung  ;  and  the  remains  of  all  the 
candles  ;  and  a  Ihate  of  the  vifi- 
lors>  gift-money  t. 

The  cook  ^  claims  the  fkins 
of  the  fheep,  and  the  goats, 
and  the  lambs,  and  the  kids, 
and  the  calves  ;  and  the  entrails 
of  the  cattle,  flaughtered  in 
the  kitchen  ;  except  the  hearts, 
which  go  to  the  falconer ; 
and  the  rektulm,  and  the 
milt,  to  the  porter.  The  cook 
owns  the  tallow,  and  the  drip¬ 
ping,  from  the  kitchen,  except 
the  tallow  of  the  beaff  that  fhall 
be  three  nights  with  the  cows  of 
the  manor  houfe. 

His  land  he  fhall  have  freely  ; 
and  a  horfe  from  the  king  ;  and 
a  fli are  of  the  vifitors’  gift- 
money. 

The 


Kannwyllyd  ageif  ytir  y ft 
ryd.  amarch  ygan  ybrenhin.  a- 
gwedill  ycannwylleu  oil  aran  o- 
aryan  ygweflvaeu. 


Coc  bieu  erwyn  ydeueit  ar 
geifuyr  ar  wyn  ar  myniiev  ar 
floev.  ac  ymyfgar  ygwarthec 
alader.  yny  gegin.  Eithyr  ycall* 
onev  aa  yr  hebogyd.  ar  refuyr 
ar  cledev  bifweil  yr  p  or  thaw  r. 
Ecoc  biev  ygwer  ar  yfgaei  or 
gegin.  Eithyr  gwer  yr  eidyon* 
avo  teir  110s  ar  wTarthecymaerdy. 


Ydir  ytiryd  ageif.  amarch 
ygan  ybrenhin.  aran  oaryaii 
ygweftuaev 

Goflegwr 


*  In  Wotton’s  edition,  there  is  alfo  Kannwyllyd  y  vrenbines,  or  chandler  to  the 
queen,  confidered  as  one  of  the  twenty-four  officers. 

+  He  ought  to  hold  the  candle  before  the  kino;,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  difh 
V’hilft  he  eats;  and  whatever  broken  bread  and  bits  of  meat  fall  over,  belong  to  him. 
He  claims  a  hand’s  breadth  of  the  candle  which  he  holds.  He  lights  all  the  canoles 
in  the  court.  He  may  have  what  he  pulls  with  his  teeth  from  the  ends  of  thegan- 
d!es.  When  the  king  goes  to  his  chamber,  he  is  to  carry  a  candle  before  him.  W.  S.  M. 

t  He  fhall  have  a  tafte  of  every  prefent  which  he  frail  drefs.  He  frail  bring  the 
laft  prefent,  and  fet  it  before  the  king,  who  fhall,  in  return,  give  him  victuals  and 

drink.  W.  S.  M.  .  ,  F 

Coc  v  vrenbines,  or  cook  to  the  queen,  is  made,  to  be  one  of  the  twenty-four 

officers,  in  Wotton’s  edition. 

§  In  the  W.  S.  M.  and  in  Wofton,  the  queen’s  doorkeeper,  her  cook,  and  her 
chandler,  are  alfo  reckoned  as  of  the  24  officers,  1  heir  rigats  and  duties  aie  tins 
d  t?  tl  Ti  c  cl  * 

The  Door-keeper  :  he  is  entitled  to  have  his  land  freely.  His  horfe  in  attendances 
and  his  linen  garments  from  the  queen  ;  and  his  woollen  garments  from  the. king. 
He  is  to  ferve  the  liquor  when  there  is  mead. 

He  ought  not  to  fit  down  in  the  chamber;  but  to  ferve  {landing, 

A  ihare  of  the  entertainment  money  comes  to  him. 

His  lodging  is  with  the  king's  door  keeper,  in  the  porter  s  houfe.  .  '  .  - 

The  farisfadion  for  his  infult  is  fix  cows  and  fix  fcore  pence.  His  price  is  lit 

fcore  and  fix  cows.  .  ,  ,  ,  . 

The  Cook  :he  is  entitled  to  his  land  freely.  His  horfe  in  attendance ;  and  Ins  Imen 

from  the  queen  ;  and  his  woollen  cloth  irom  the  king.  .  r  , 

The  ft  ward  of  the  houfehold  ought  to  fupply  him  with  all  the  neceffiaries  of  the 

•kitchen. 
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The  filentiary  *  fhall  receive 
four  pence  out  of  every  commu¬ 
tation,  and  out  of  every  fine, 
which  fhall  be  paid  by  fuch  as 
.  fhall  break  the  filence  in  the 
court ;  and  he  fhall  have  a  (hare 
of  the  gift-money  ;  and  he  lhall 
have  a  fhare  of  the  gains  of  the 
officers. 

His  land  fhall  be  free  ;  and  he 
lhall  receive  a  horfe  from  the  king. 

On  the  removal  of  a  land- 
ffeward,  the  filentiary  lhall  take 
threefcore  pence  from  him  that 
comes  in  his  head  ;  for  he  is  to 
be  Reward,  until  another  is  put 
in  his  place  t. 


The  foot-holder  J  is  to  fit  un¬ 
der  the  king’s  feet. 

From  the  fame  difh  with  the 
king  he  is  to  eat. 

Fie  fhall  light  the  candles  be¬ 
fore  the  king  at  meal. 

He  fhall  have  a  difh  of  meat, 
and  liquor,  though  he  is  not  to 
join  in  the  feaft.  His 
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Gostegwr  ageif.  iiij .  keinyswc 
obob  camlwrw  ac  obop  dirwy 
adalho  ynep  awnel  yr  annoftec 
yny  llys.  aran  ageif  oaryant 
ygweftvaeu.  aran  ageif  obop 
ynill  yfwydogyon* 


Etir  ynryd.  amarch  ygari  y- 
brenhin  ageif. 

O  # 

Pan  fymutter  maer  bifweil. 
tri  ugeint  ageif  ygoftegwr. 
ygan  adel  yny  le.  Canys  ef  bieV 
bod  y  maer  yny  dotter  arall  yny 
le. 


Troedawc  bieu  eifted  dan 
draed  ybrenhin. 

O  tin  dyfgyl  ar  brenhiil 
ybwytta. 

Ef  aennyn  ycannwyllev  rac 
bron  ybrenhin  wi  th  vwyta. 

Ac  eiffyoes  bwyd  feic  ageif 
ef  agwirawd.  ernyd  oes  kyued 
idaw.  Ytir 


He  has  a  right  to  taRe  of  every  cookery  which  he  prepares. 

His  protection  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  king’s  cook. 

His  lodging  is  with  the  Reward  of  the  houfehold  to  the  king. 

His  fatisfaCtion  for  his  infult  is,  fix  cows,  and  fix  fcore  pence.  His  price  is, 
fcore  and  fix  cows. 

The  chandler:  he  is  entitled  to  have  his  land  freely.  His  horfe  in  attendance; 
and  his  linen  from  the  queen ;  and  his  woollen  cloth  from  the  king. 

He  claims  a  fhare  of  the  entertainment  money.  He  is  to  have  a  hand’s  breadth  of 
every  candle  which  he  holds.  He  takes  the  tops  of  the  candles,  which  he  bites  with 
his  teeth  He  has  a  right  to  all  the  remains  of  the  candles.  He  has  the  broken 
bread,  and  the  pieces  of  meat,  which  drop  over  the  queen’s  difh. 

His  protection,  lodging,  fatisfaClion  for  infult,  and  price,  are  the  lame  as  thofe  of 
the  king’s  chandler. 

*  The  filentiary  has  four  pence  for  every  cow  paid  as  a  fine,  belonging  to  the 
Court. — He  is  to  command  filence  *  and  to  flrike  the  pillar  over  the  head  of  the 
chaplain.  W.  S.  M. 

f  Whilll  the  filentiary  does  the  duty  of  the  land  Reward,  he  is  to  look  after  the 
furniture  and  goods  belonging  to  the  court. — He  ought  to  collect  the  king’s  depofi- 
tions.  W.  S.  M. 

X  The  footholder  is  not  one  of  the  twenty-four  in  the  W.  S.  M.  He  is  to  hold 
the  king’s  feet  in  his  lap,  from  the  time  he  fits  down  at  the  banquet,  until  he  goes 
to  fleep ;  and  he  ought  to  fcratcji  the  king ;  and  during  that  period,  he  is  to  guard 
the  king  from  every  accident. 
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His  land  fhall  be  free;  and  he  Ytir  yn  ryd  amarch  ygan 
fhali  receive  a  horfe  from  ybrenhin  ageif.  aran  oaryant 
the  king ;  and  he  fhali  have  a  ygweftvaeu  ageif. 
fhare  of  the  gift-money.  * 

The  officers' of  the  court*  (hall  SwYdwyr  llys  agaffant  eu  tir 

have  their  land  freely,  and  a  yn  ryd.  amarch  ybop  un  ona- 
horfe  to  each  of  them  from  the  dunt  ygan  ybrenhin.  aran  oar- 
king  ;  and  a  fhare  of  the  victors’  yant  ygueftvaeu. 
gift-money. 

The  fteward  of  the  houfehold 
to  the  queen  final!  have  a  horfe 
from  the  queen,  and  eight  pence 
out  of  the  gift,  money.  Two 
pence  fhali  he  have ;  the  rest  he 
is  to  divide  between  the  officers 
of  the  chamber. 

He  has  pofleflion  of  the  meat 
and  drink  of  the  chamber.  He 
is  to  approve  of  the  liquors  ; 
and  to  point  out  a  place  to  every 
one  in  the  chamber  t. 

-  -  mmnnariiKt&aB&EBtaX 


Dystein  yvrenhines  ageir 
march  ygan  yvrenhines.  ac 
wyth  keinyawc  oaryant  ygueft- 
vaev.  Dwy  gemyawc  ageif  et 
arei  ereill  aran  rwng  fwydogyou 
yr  yftauell. 

Ef  aved  bwyd  allyn  yr  yflau- 
ell.  Ef  biev  arthyftu  ygwir- 
odev.  adangos  lie  ybawb  ynyryf- 
tauell. 


The  chambermaid  fhali  re¬ 
ceive  all  the  clothes  of  the 
queen,  throughout  the  year,  ex¬ 
cept  the  garment  in  which  the 
queen  fhali  do  penance.  Her 
land  ffie  {hall  have  freely;  and 
a.  horfe  from  the  queen.  She 
owns  the  faddle  and  bridle 
of  the  queen,  and  all  her  habits, 
and  her  fpurs,  when  difearded. 

She 


Morwyn  yftauell  ageif  boll 
dillad  yvrenhines  drwy  yvlwyd- 
yn.  Eithyr  ywife  ypennyttyo 
yvrenhines  yndi.  ffiir  ageif 
yn  ryd.  amarch  ygan  yvren¬ 
hines.  Hi  biev  kyfrwy  afrwyn 
yvrenhines.  ae  harchenad  oil 
ae  hyf  par  dune  v.  ban  dirmyc- 
cer.  Ran  oaryant  ygweftvaev 
ageif. 

Gwastrawd 


*  It  is  difficult  to  make  out  what  poll  thefe  officers  of  the  court  filled;  except  they 
were  dapifers.  Their  office  is  not  mentioned  as  one  of  the  twenty.four,  in  the 
W«.  S.  M.  nor  in  Wotton. 

f  The  queen’s  chaplain  is  in  the  lift  of  the  twenty-four  officers ;  but  his  rights  and 
duties  are  given  differently.  In  the  W  S.  M.  they  are  thus  : 

The  chaplain  to  the  queen:  he  is  entitled  to  his  land  freely;  his  horfe;  and  his 
liners  from  the  emeen  ;  and  his  woollen  cloth  from  the  king.  # 

He  is  entitled  to  a  third  of  the  queen’s  tithes;  and  of  what  appertains  to  the 

c*  1?  ^ 

'from  every  public  feal,  which  (hall  be  given  by  the  queen,  he  claims  four  pence. 

He  has  a  right  to  the  offering  of  every  one  belonging  to  her.  _ 

ITc  claims  tfie  garment,  in  which  the  queen  fhali  do  penance  agamft  ealiei*. 

He  ought  to  blefs  what  vidtuals  and  drink  come  into  the  chamber. 

His  lodging  is  with  the  king’s  chaplain  in  the  clerk’s  houfe.  ... 

'  The  fatisftr&ion  for  his  infult  fhali  be  agreeable  to  the  decree  of  a  kmate.  wis 
price  is  according  to  the  privilege  of  his  family :  and  fo  for  every  petion  o  egree. 


I 
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She  ffiall  receive  a  fhare  of  the  gift- 
money  of  the  entertainments  #* 

. ■  - 

The  groom  of  the  rein  to  the  GwastraWd  awyn  yvren- 
queen  fhall  have  his  land  freely;  hines  ageif  ytir  ynryd  amarch 
and  a  horfe  from  the  queen  f .  ygan  yvrenhiries. 

By  referring  to  the  W.  S.  M.  and  Wotton,  it  will  be  alfo  per¬ 
ceived,  that,  in  addition  to  the  twenty-four  offices,  there  were  certain 
other  inferior  pods  attached  to  the  eftabliffiment,  refpe&ing  which 
fome  regulations  were  neceffary.  Thofe  inferior  ones,  which 
are  called  Suydogyon  arver  a  devaut ,  or  officers,  according  to 
cuflom  and  ufage,  were  of  the  following  denominations  : 


Groom  of  the  rein 

Foot-holder 

Land  fteward 

Serjeant 

Porter 

Watchman 


Gwaflraut  avwyii 
T  roydyauc 
Maer  bifweil 
Rhighyli 
Porthaur 
Guylwr 


*  She  is  {tiled  Llaivvonvyrt,  or  handmaid  to  the  queen,  in  the  W.  S.  M. 
f  He  is  not  one  of  the  twenty-four  officers  in  the  W.  S.  M. 

Here  the  eftabliffiment  and  arrangement  of  the  court  is  completed,  according  to 
the  MS.  given  in  the  text ;  but  as  there  is  a  confiderable  difference  in  the  names  of 
the  twenty-four  officers,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  the  lift,  as  it  is  in  the  Welffi  School 
MS.  with  which  Wotton’s edition  agrees: — ■ 


Patron  of  the  family 

Domeftic  chaplain 

Steward  of  the  houfehold 

Falconer 

Court  jufticiary 

Head  groom 

Page  of  the  chamber 

Domeftic  bard 

Silentiary 

Chief  huntfman 

Mead  brewer 

Phyfician 

Butler 

Doorkeeper 

Cook 

Chandler 


Penteulu 

Effeiryat  teulu 

Dyllein 

Hebogyd 

Bravdv/r  llys, 

Pengwaftraut 

Gwas  ftavel 

Barth  teulu 

Goftegwr 

Penkynyt 

Med  yd 

M  edyc 

Truilyat 

Dryfavr 

Coc 

Kanhvyllyd 


Officers  to  the  Ozieen. 

Steward  of  the  houfehold 

Chaplain 

Head  groom 

Page  of  the  chamber 

Hand  maid 

Doorkeeper 

Cook 

Chandler 


Svydwyr  y  vrenhines * 

Dyfteyn 

Effeiryat 

Pengwaftraud 

Gwas  yftavell 

LlaVvorvyn 

Dryfaur 

Coc 

Kanhvyllyd 

Q  2  Provider 
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Provider  of  fuel 
Baker-woman 
Smith  of  the  court 
Chief  of  fong 
Warner  Woman. 
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Cynnutei 
Poburyes 
Gow  llys 
Penkerd 
Golchuryes, 


The  two  hr  ft  in  the  above  lift  have  been  given  already,  in  out 
copy,  as  of  the  twenty-four  officers.  The  rights  and  duties  of  the 
other  nine,  from  the  Welffi  School  Manuicnpt,  aie  as  follows. 


The  land  fteward:  he  ought  MAERbisweil  ew  a  dyly  guar- 
to  look  after  the  premifes  of  chadu  y  llys  gwedy  yr  yftywait 
thd  court  principally,  next  to  llys  yn  benhaw.  ew  a  dyly  cym- 
the  fteward  of  the  '  houfehold.  ryt  a  rodho  y  maer  ar  kyghellaur 
He  ffiould  receive  fuch  chattels  atau  oda  y  daly  y  llys.  ew  bieu 
as  are  configned  to  him,  by  the  peri  yr  ar  aholl  reidyeu  y  llys, 
mayor  and  the  chancellor,  for1 
the  maintenance  of  the  court. 


He  ffiould  diredl  the  agriculture, 
and  ail  the  neceffaries  of  the 
court. 

To  him  belongs  the  hue  and 
commutation  of  the  vaffal  town. 
To  him  belongs  the  heriot  of 
the  men  of  the  vaffal  town  ;  and 
the  maiden  fee  of  their  daugh¬ 
ters.  Should  there  be  litiga¬ 
tions  refpedting  land,  between 
two  perfons  bf  the  vaffal  town ; 
or  if  it  be  for  affault,  or  for 
theft,  he  claims  24ft. 

He  is  obliged  to  make  oath 
refpebhng  the  demefne  land. 

He  is  entitled  to  fixty  pence 
from  every  prifoner,  that  fhall 
no  into  his  gaol. 

He  has  a  right  to  entertain* 
ments  from  the  men  of  the  vaf¬ 
fal  town, 

To  him  belong  the  (kins  of 
cattle,  which  (hall  be  under  his 
care  for  three  nights,  before 
they  are  killed.  Nobody  is  en¬ 
titled  to  the  {kins  of  the  cattle 
of  the  land  fteward,  but  him- 
lelf  ;  neither  the  king,  who  may 
rehue  in  the  court,  nor  another. 

His 


Ew  a  dyly  diruy  a  chamluru 
y  uayrdrew.  ew  a  dyly  ebedyu 
gwyr  y  uaerdrew.  ac  amobyr  eu 
merched.  yny  bo  dadleu  rug 
deuwr  or  uaerdrew  am  dir  ew 
a  dyly  pedeir  arugeint.  neu  am 
ymlad  neu  am  ledrat. 


Ew  a  dyly  tyghu  trOS  dyf 
y  llys. 

Ew  a  dyly  triugeint  obop 
karcharaur  or  a  el  yny  eoh 

Ewr  a  dyly  gweftuaeu  ar  wyr 
y  uayrdrew. 

Y  gWarthec  a  uo  yriy  war  ch¬ 
adu  ew  teir  nos  kyn  eu  Had  euo 
bieu  eu  cruyn.  ny  dyly  nep 
cruyn  gwarthec  y  maer  bifweii 
namyn  ew  ehun  nar  brenhin  a 
uo  yny  llys  nac  ew  ny  uo, 

Y  naud. 
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His  protection  is,  to  conduct 
the  guilty  perfon  beyond  the 
limit  of  the  demefne  land. 

His  lodging  is  in  the  provi- 
fion  houfe. 

His  fatisfaftion  for  infult  is 
fix  cows,  and  fix  fcore  pence. 
H  is  price  is  fix  fcore  and  fix 
cows,  with  advancement. 


Y  naud  yu  duyn  dyn  tros 
deruyn  tir  y  llys. 

Y  lety  yn  y  buyty. 

Y  faraet  yu  chwebuv  a 
chweugeint  aryant.  y  werth  yu 
chvebuv  a  chweugeinmuv.  gan 
y  ardyrchauael. 


The  ferjeant*:  he  is  entitled 
to  his  land  freely ;  and,  -  when 
the  king  is  at  the  court,  he 
fhould  have  difh-meat. 

He  ought  to  hand  between 
the  two  polls,  with  a  rod  in  his 
hand,  left  the  houfe  ffiould  take 
fire,  whilft  the  king  is  eating 
and  drinking  with  the  officers ; 
and  he  fhould  not  fit  down 
whilft  the  king  is  in  the  hall, 
Ele  ought  not  to  ftrike  the  poll 
towards  where  the  king  is. 

He  has  a  right  to  as  much  as 
will  fill  the  vefteft  ufe4  in  draw¬ 
ing  of  ale,  and  halt  that  of  brag- 
get,  and  the  third  as  much  oi 
mead.  He  claims  the  feet,  up 
to  the  fetlock,  of  the  oxen  and 
cows,  which  ffiall  be  obtained 
through  his  informations.  On 
the  ninth  day  of  November  he 
is  to  have  a  coat,  fhirt,  and 
breeches  without  lining,  His 
deaths  fhould  be  as  long  as  to 
the  knot  of  his  breeches.  On 
the  eve  of  winter  he  ouerht 

O 

to  have  a  cap ;  and  on  the 
firft  of  March,  pr  February,  a 
mantle. 


Righil  ew  a  dyly  y  tyr  yn 
ryd  aphan  uoy  brenhin  yny  llys 
ew  a  dyly  buyt  feic. 

Ew  a  dyly  feuyll  y  rug  y 
deuboft  a  guyalen  yny  lau  rac. 
llofgy  y  ty  tra  uo  y  brenhyn  yn 
buyta.  ac  yuet  y  gyt  ar  fuydwyr 
ac  ny  dyly  eifted  tra  uo  y  bren- 
hin  yny  neuad  ny  dyly  tarau  y 
poll  y  parth  y  bo  y  brenhin, 

Ew  a  dyly  loneit  y  lleftri  y 
gwallouyer  yndunt  v  curyw  ac 
eu  hanner  o  uragaut  ac  eu  tray- 
an  o  ued.  ac  a  dyly  coef- 
feu  ychen  a  guarthec  a  gafer  oy 
guhud  ew  kywuvch  ay  ufarneu. 
a  nauuetvd  kalangayaw  peys  a 
chrys  a  llaudyr  heb  denllyw. 
kyhyd.y  dyly  y  dillat  a  chulym 
y  laudyr.  kalangayaw  y  dyly 
kafael  capan.  a  chalanmaurth 

t  ■ 

neu  chweuraur  mantell, 


The  Y  righyi 

*  The  ferjeant  feems  to  have  had  the  name  of  Kbingyli,  from  the  pert  and  auda¬ 
cious  behaviour,  which  this  officer  was  apt  to  affume ;  and  of  the  fame  import  was 
the  other  epithet  of  Cseryn  y  Cyrtiau,  or  (harper  of  the  courts,  that  we  find  to  have 
been  frequently  bellowed  upon  him.  Allowing  that  to  be  the  import,  the  name  is 
derived  from  Rhine,  a  thrill  noife,  a  chatter  or  clack.  The  two  words  Rh'm  and  Cyli, 
would  alfo  allume  the  fame  form,  if  they  were  compounded  into  one  word,  and 
would  be  deferiptive  of  the  office. — The  import  would  be,  One  -who  goes  privately  njoith 
Hi  rod  of  authority  % 
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The  ferjeant  is  to  divide  be¬ 
tween  the  king,  the  mayor,  and 
the  chancellor. 

He  is  entitled  to  the  flefh  that 
is  cut,  out  of  the  death  houfe; 
and  the  cut  butter ;  and  the 
lower  hone  of  the  mill ;  and  the 
green  flax ;  and  the  bottom  layer 
of  the  corn  rick;  and  the  fowls  ; 
and  the  cats;  and  the  hatchet; 
and  the  head  of  the  ridges,  it  in 
grafs  ;  if  not  the  hedge  borders. 

From  every  houfe,  where  he 
goes  on  the  king’s  errand,  he 
fli all  have  a  loaf,  with  its  allow¬ 
ance  of  butter  and  cheefe. 

Thiee  cubits  fhall  be  the 
length  of  his  fpear  ;  two  behind, 
and  one  before  him. 

From  the  fpoil  which  fhall 
be  got  out  of  the  country,  he  is 
entitled  to  a  bull,  or  a  beaft  not 
ufed  to  the  yoke,  or  a  cow  in 
her  fir  ft  milk. 

When  a  ferjeant  dies,  the 
king  ought  to  have  all  his  goods. 

If  the  ferjeant  fhall  be  in- 
fulted,  fitting  down  whiift  the 
caufes  are  determined,  he  ought 
only  to  have  a  neve  full  of  oats, 
and  an  eggfhell.  Flis  fatisfac- 
tion  for  infult,  according  to 
feme,  is  equal  to  that  for  the 
owner  of  the.  land,  whereon 
the  infult  is  committed;  other  s  fay, 
it  is  three  cows  and  fixty  pence. 
His  price  is  fixty-three  cows. 


Y  righvl  a  ran  y  rug  y  bren- 
hyn  ar  maer  ar  cyghellaur- 

Ew  a  dyly  or  marudy  kyc 
bulch  ar  emenyn  bulch  ar  maen 
yfaw  yr  ureuan  ar  llyn  glas  ar 
wanaw  yfaw  or  yd  ar  yeir  ar 
katheu  ar  wuyall  ar  dalar  o  byd 
yny  dayar  ac  ony  byd  talar  yr 
eiryonynneu. 

O  bop  ty  ydel  ar  neges  y 
brenhin  torth  ay  henllyn. 

Teir  kyuelyn  yn  hyt  y  wayv 
dvy  dray  gevyn  ac  un  ragdau. 

Or  anreith  a  dycher  eythyr  y 
wlat  ew  a  dyly  taru  neu  aniueil 
nyt  el  adan  wed  neu  gynflyth. 

Pan  uo  mam  ryghyl  y  bren¬ 
hin  ew  a  dyly  cafael  y  da  oil. 

O  ferheir  y  righill  yny  eifle 
tra  wneler  y  dadleu  ny  dyly  caf¬ 
ael  namyn  gogreit  ceirch  a  phlif- 
gyn  vy.  y  farhaet  yu  herwyd 
rei  kymeint  a  farhaet  y  neb 
bieyphoy  y  tyr  y  farhaer  arnam 
y  med  ereill  teir  buv  a  thriu- 
geint  aryant.  y  werth  teir  buv  a 
thriimein  muv. 

O 


The  porter:  he  is  entitled  to 
his  land  freely  ;  and  his  houfe 
within  the  porch.  Ele  ought 
to  have  his  vi&uals  always  from 
the  palace,  and  dilh-meat  when 
the  king  is  there.  Out  of  every 
prefent  coming  through  the 

gate. 


Porth AUR  eu  a  dyly  y  dyr  yn 
ryd  ay  dy  o  ueun  y  porth.  ew 
a  dyly  y  yrnhorth  or  llys  yn 
waflat  a  feic  pan  uo  y  brenhin. 
ew  a  dyly  o  bop  anrec  a  el  drvy 
y  porth  dyrnuet.  ew  a  dyly  o 
bop  pun  cynnut  a  el  truy  y  porth 

yfgyren 
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gate,  he  fhall  have  a  handfull. 
He  fhall  have  a  billet  out  of 
every  load  of  fuel  paffing  through 
the  gate,  which  he  can  pull 
without  hindering  the  horfe, 
with  his  hand  on  the  gate. 

He  is  entitled  to  four  pence 
from  every  prifoner  upon  whom 
the  gate  fhall  be  fhut. 

He  ought  to  flretch  out  the 
fkins  of  the  animals,  which  fhall 
be  killed  in  the  palace;  for 
each  of  them  he  fhall  receive  one 
penny. 

Out  of  the  booty  of  fwine 
that  fhall  pafs  through  the  gate, 
he  is  to  have  the  fow  which  he 
can  lift  up  by  the  bridles,  with 
one  hand,  fo  that  her  feet,  fhall 
be  as  high  as  his  knees.  Any 
animal  without  a  tail,  palling 
through  the  gate,  fhall  belong  to 
him . 

He  ought  to  be  ferjeant  over 
the  vaffal  town.  For  every 
maiden  fee,  coming  from  it,  he 
fhall  have  four  pence.  It  is 
his  bufmefs  to  fummon  the  men 
of  the  vaffal  town  to  work. 
Out  of  every  fine  and  commu¬ 
tation  levied  upon  them,  he  fhall 
receive  a  reward. 

He  ought  to  have  his  errands 
in  the  palace  gratis.  He  fhould 
have  the  remains  of  the  cheefe, 
which  he  fhall  toaft. 

He  ought  to  prepare  the 
court,  with  refpefl  to  giving 
orders  for  the  draw  to  be 
brought,  and  for  lighting  the  fire. 

His  protection  is,  to  keep  the 
perfon  who  commits  trefpafs, 
until  the  patron  of  the  family 
paffes  through  the  gate  to  go  to 
his  lodging;  and  the  patron  of 
the  family  fends  him  out  of  the 
reach  of  danger. 


23* 

yfgyren  a  dynho  yn  diledeir  yr 
march  ay  lav  ar  y  porth. 


Ew  a  dyly  pedeir  ceinyawc  y 
gan  bop  carcharaur  y  kayer  y 
porth  arnau. 

Ew  a  dyly  tynnu  crvyn  yr 
aniueilveit  a  ladher  yny  llys  yn- 
teu  a  dyly  ceinyauc  o  bop  un 
onadunt  huy. 

Ew  a  dyly  or  anreyth  o  uoch 
a  del  truy  y  porth  huch  a  hallo 
ew  erbyn  y  gwrych  y  dyrchauel 
ay  un  11  av  yny  uo-  kywuvch  y 
thraet  a  thal  y  deulyn.  y  llvdyn 
cvta  a  del  yr  porth  ew  byeuuyd. 


Ew  a  dvly  hot  yn  ryghil  ar  y 
uaerdrew.  ew  a  dyly  pedeir  kein- 
yauc  o  bop  amobyr  a  del  oho- 
ney.  ew  a  dyly  gwyffyau  gwyr 
y  uaerdrew  yr  gweyth.  ew  a 
dyly  o  bop  diruy  a  chamlurv  a 
dycher  y  arnadunt  gobyr. 

I 

Ew  a  dyly  negeffeu  yn  ryd 
yny  llys.  ac  a  dyly  kadit  y  cans 
a  bopo. 

Ew  a  dyly  arluyau  y  llys  y 
am  bery  gwellda  a  pheri  cyri- 
neu  y  tan. 

Y  naud  yu  kadu  y  dyn  a 
wnel  y  cam  yny  del  y  pen- 
teulu  yu  lety  drvy  y  porth  ar 
penteulu  hyt  y  d’yogel. 


His 


Y  farhaet 
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His  fatisfaflion  for  infult  is,  Y  farhaet  chwebuv  a  chweu- 
fix  cows  and  fixty  pence.  His  geint  aryant.  y  werth  yu  chwe, 
price  is  fix  fcore  and  fix  cows.  buv  a  chweugem  rauv. 


The  watchman:  he  is  entitled 
to  have  his  land  freely;  and  his 
commons  ot  victuals;  and  his 
cl  oaths  ;  and  a  loaf,  with  its  al¬ 
lowance  of  butter  and  cheefe, 
for  breakfaft. 

He  ought  not  to  watch  but 
from  the  time  of  going  to  bed, 
until  the  day.  He  fhall  deep  in 
the  day;  and  he  {hall  do  no¬ 
thing  but  for  reward. 

Some  fay  that  he  is  entitled 
to  the  eyes  ol  the  animals,  which 
fhall  be  killed  in  the  palace;  and 
that  he  is  entitled  to  his  clothes, 
except  a  cap  and  (lockings. 

If  he  fhould  be  found  afleep 
In  the  time  when  he  ought  to 
watch,  though  any  one  were  to 
beat  him,  he  could  get  no  fa- 
tisfadlion ;  and  ii  he  fhould  not 
be  beat  on  being  found  afleep, 
let  him  pay  a  fine  to  the  king. 

His  proteclion  is  from  the 
time  he  begins  to  blow  his  horn, 
when  he  goes  on  the  watch,  un¬ 
til  the  gate  fhall  be  opened  next 
morning. 

His  iatisfadlion  for  injury  is, 
fix  cows,  and  fix  fcore  pence. 
His  price  is  fix  fcore  and  fix  cows. 

The  provider  of  fuel :  he  is 
entitled  to  his  land  freely  ,  and 
bis  commons  of  victuals ;  and 
bis  difh-meat,  when  the  king  is 
there;  and  his  clotnes. 

He  ought  to  have  what  may 
be  neceflary  for  procuring  fuel 
for  the  palace ;  and  ii  he  lofes 
any  thing  he  ought  to  pay  foi  it. 
He  mufi  keep  the  horfe  for  car¬ 
rying  the  fuel,  and  receive  his 
provender  every  night  from  the 
c  palace ; 


Gwyllwr  ew  a  dyly  y  dir  yn 

ryd  ay  wuyt  breffuyl  ay  archenai 
a  thorth  ay  henllyn  ynuorewuyt. 


Ny  dyly  vyllyav  namyn  or  pan 
el  her  v  g  vfgu  hyt  y  dyd.  ynteu 
a  dyl/k/fgu  y 'dyd  ac  nawnel 
dym  namyn  yry  obyr. 

Rei  a  dyweifc  y  dyly  llygeit 
yr  anyueilieit  a  ladher  yny  llys. 
ac  a  dyly  y  dillat  yan  capan  a 
hoffaneu. 

O  kefyr  ew  yn  cyfgu  ynyr 
amfer  v  dyly  uyllyau.  ket  mayd- 
her  ny  diwvgyr  ydau.  ac  ony 
meidyr  a  gafael  yn  kyfgu  taiet 
kamluru  yr  brenhin. 

Y  naud  yv  or  pan  dechreuho 
ew  kanu  y  gorn  pan  hel  v  vyll¬ 
yav  yny  agorer  y  porth  drann- 
oeth. 

Y  farhaet  yu  chwebuv  a 
chweugeint  aryant.  _  y  werth  yu 
chwebuv  a  chweugemmuv. 

Kynnutei  ewa  dyly  y  dir  yn 
ryd  ay  wyt  breffuyl  ay  feic  pan 
uo  y  brenhin  ay  archenat. 

/ 

Ew  a  dyly  a  uo  reit  urth  gyn- 
nuta  yny  1  ly s  ac  o  chyll  ynteu 
dym  o  hynnv  ew  a  dyly  y  dalu 
ew  a  dyly  cadu  march  y  cynnut 
a  chymryd  ebran  ydau  beunoeth 
or  llys  a  marchogaeth  arnau  yn 
mynet  yr  coet.  Ac  o  chyll  ew 

ary 

/  ^ 
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palace;  and  ride  him  in  going 
to  the  wood;  and  fhould  he  lole 
him,  when  under  his  care,  he 
ought  to  pay  the  value.  He  is 
not  obliged  to  cut  the  fuel  after 
it  is  brought  home  on  the  horfe, 
but  to  leave  it  in  the  date  he 
brings  it. 

He  is  entitled  to  the  necks  of 
the  animals  which  lhall  be 
flaughtered  in  the  palace;  be- 
caufe  that  they  are  chopped  on 
the  block  with  hi(*  hatchet. 

H  is  protection  extends  as  far 
as  he  can  fling  his  hatchet,  or 
his  billhook. 

His  latisfaCiion  for  injury  is, 
fix  cows  and  fix  fcore  pence. — 
His  price  is  fix  fcore  and  fix 
cows. 


ary  warchadu  ew  ew  a  dyly  y 
dalu,  Ny  dyly  ew  manylu  y 
kynnut  or  anfaud  y  doto  ar  y 
march  (Twedv  y  del  adrew. 

O  •  / 


& 

Ew  a  dyly  y  gydueu  yr  yfcry- 
bvl  a  ladher  yny  llys.  Sew 
achaus  yu  hynny  with  y  efgyr- 
nygu  ary  gynnuta  y  wuyeill  ew. 

Y  nawd  yu  hyt  y  gallo  y 
wurv  ay  wuyall  neu  ay  vdyw. 

Y  farhaet  yu  chwebuv  a  chwe- 
ugeint  aryant.  Y  werth  yu 
chwebuv  a  chweugein  muv. 


The  baker-woman :  fhe  is  en¬ 
titled  to  have  her  victuals  from 
the  palace;  and  her  clothes  and 
her  difh-meat  when  the  king  is 
there;  and  her  cake  after  baking, 
out  of  every  fort  ot  flour  fhe 
fhall  bake  with;  and  her  bed  in 
the  provifion  houfe. 

She  is  not.  obliged  to  rife  up 
to  any  one,  whijff  Ihe  is  baking. 

Her  protection  is,  as  tar  as 
fhe  can  throw  with  her  fpattle. 

Her  fatisfa&ion  for  injury  is, 
the  third  of  that  for  her  hufband; 
if  there  is  no  hufband,  then  hall 
as  much  as  for  her  brother.  Her 
price,  whether  fhe  is  foie  or 
otherwife,  is  half  the  price  oi 
Jaer  brother, 


Poburies  by  a  dyly  y  buyt  or 
llys  ay  dillat  ay  feic  pan  uo  y 
brenhvn  ay  thei  (Ten  diwed  poby 
o  bop  amryu  vlaut  a  bopo.  ay 
gwely  yny  buyty. 


Ny  dyly  kyuodi  rac  nep  tra 
uo  yn  pobi. 

Y  nawd  yu  hyt  y  buryo  ay 
chrauell. 

Y  farhaet  yu  trayan  farhaet 
y  gur  ony  byd  gwr  hanner  far- 
haet  y  braut.  y  gwerth  yu  na 
hy  a  uo  gwedu  na  hy  nyuo  han¬ 
ner  gwerth  y  braut. 


The  fmith  of  the  palace:  he 
is  entitled  to  his  land  freely; 
and  his  commons  of  victuals  ; 
and  his  difh-meat,  when  the 
king  abides  there. 


Gow  llys  ew  a  dyly  y  dyr  yn 
ryd  ay  wuyt  brefuyl  ay  feic  pan 
uo  y  brenhin. 


He 
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He  is  obliged  to  execute  the 
neceflary  jobs  of  the  palace 
without  pay,  except  three  things ; 
thofe  are,  a  ftirrup-iron,  the  rim 
of  a  cauldron,  and  the  edge  of  a 
coulter;  or  a  hinge,  a  hatchet 
for  firewood,  and  the  head  of  a 
fpear.  For  each  of  thofe  three 
things  he  ought  to  be  paid  down. 

He  ought  to  do  the  jobs 
wanted  by  the  officers  of  the 
court  gratis;  but  they  ihould 
make  him  a  prefent  for  every 
labour. 

He  is  entitled  to  the  maiden 
fee  of, the  daughters  of  all  the 
other  fmiths. 

He  is  to  have  the  niceties :  the 
niceties  mean  the  fir  ft  liquor 
that  is  brought  into  the  hall. 

His  place  in  the  court  is  on 
the  end  ol  the  form,  clofe  to  the 
domeftic  chaplain. 

His  proteftion  is,  from  the 
time  he  begins  to  work  in  the 
morning,  until  he  fi nifties  at 

night.  _  . 

His  fa’isfafihon  for  infult  is, 
fix  cows  and  fix  fcore  pence. 
His  price  is  fix  fcore  and  fix 
cows. 


Ew  a  d)  ly  gwneuthur  reidyeu 
y  llys  yn  rat  eithyr  tripheth.  Sew 
yu  y  rei  hynny  gwarthauyl  a 
chant  callaur  a  chyll  kulldyr, 
A  thedyw  buyall  gynnud  a  phen 
gwayu  obob  un  or  tripheth  hyn¬ 
ny  ew  a  dyly  tal  y  lawr. 

Ew  a  dyly  y  fvydogyon  y  llys 
gwneuthur  eu  reydyeu  yn  rad. 
Vynteu  a  dylyant  y  anregu  ew 
am  bop  llauur. 

Ew  bieu  amobreu  merchet  y 
goueint  ereill. 

Ew  a  dyly  y  keynnyon  few 
yu  y  keynnyon  y  wiraut  gyntaw 
a  del  yr  neuad. 

Y  le  yu  yny  llys  yn  tal  y  ueig 
yn  emyl  yr  effeiryat  teulu. 

Y  naud  yu  or  pan  dechreuho 
y  weyth  y  bore  yny  darfo  y  nos. 

Y  farhaet  yu  vi  buv  a  chweu- 
geint  ary  ant.  Y  werth  yu  chwe- 
buv  a  chweugeinmuv. 


The  chief  of  fong*:  he  is  en¬ 
titled  to  his  land  freely;  and  his 
place  is  by  the  fide  of  the  judge 
of  the  court. 

Fie  ought  to  commence  Ting¬ 
ing,  in  praife  ol  God ;  and  then 
of  the  km?,  who  holds  the  court; 
or  01  another. 

None  but  the  chief  of  fong  is 
entitled  to  afk  a  gilt;  and  in  di¬ 
viding  with  his  companions  two 
ihares  come  to  him. 

Fie 


Penkerd  ew  a  dyly  y  dir  yn 
ryd.  Ay  le  yu  ar  neiilau  yr 
ynat  llys. 

Ew  a  dyly  dechreu  o  dew. 
ar  eyl  or  brenhin  bieyfo  y  llys 
neu  o  arall. 

Ny  dyly  erchy  namyn  penkerd 
ac  oy  gyt  ay  gedymdeithyon  duy 
ran  ydau  ew. 

Ew 


*  Or  Do&or  of  Mufic. 
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He  claims  from  every  min- 
ftrel,  on  leaving  off  learning, 
twenty-four  pence. 

From  every  woman,  who  fhall 
have  formerly  flept  with  men, 
he  is  entitled  to  four-pence. 

He  has  a  right  to  the  maiden 
fee  of  the  daughters  ot  the  other 
minftrels. 

His  lodging  ought  to  be  with 
the  prefumptive  heir. 

His  prote&ion  is,  from  the 
time  when  the  finging  (hall  com¬ 
mence  in  the  court,  until  the 
laft  fong  (hail  be  finilhed. 

His  fatisfaHion  for  infult  is, 
fix  cows  and  fix  fcore  pence. 
His  price  is,  fix  fcore  and  fix 
cows. 


£35 

Ew  a  dyly  kafael  y  gan  bop 
cerdaur  gwedy  yd  ymadawho  ay 
dife  pedeir  arugein. 

Ew  a  dyly  pedeir  ceinyauc  y 
gan  bop  gwreic  a  gyfco  gwyr 
genthi  gynt. 

Ew  a  dvly  amobyr  merchet  y 
cerdoryon  ereill. 

Y  gyt  ar  ediig  y  dyly  gyfgu. 

Y  naud  yu  or  pan  dechreuho 
canu  yny  llys  hyt  pan  dyruyno 
y  canu  diwethaw. 

Y  farhact  yu  chwebuv  a  chwe- 
ugeint  aryant.  y  werth  yu  chwe¬ 
buv  a  vi.  xx.  rauv. 


The  wafherwoman:  fire  is  en¬ 
titled  to  have  her  viHuals  from 
the  palace;  and  her  difh-meat 
when  the  king  is  there ;  and  her 
clothes ;  and  on  the  day  when 
fhe  wafhes  for  the  queen,  fhe  is 
to  receive  a  prefent  from  her. 

Her  proteHion  extends  as  far 
as  fhe  can  fling  her  wafhing 
beetle. 

Her  fatisfaflion  for  infult,  and 
her  price,  are  the  fame  as  for  the 
baker-woman. 


Golchuries  hi  a  dyly  y  buyt 
or  llys  ay  feic  pan  uo  y  brenhin 
ay  dillat.  ac  a  dyly  y  dyd  y 
golcho  yr  vrenhines  anrec  y 
genthi. 


Y  naud  hyt  V  buryo  ay  golch- 
bren. 

Un  farhaet  ac  un  werth  yu 
ar  boburyes. 


Above,  we  have  treated  of  the 
officers  belonging  to  the  court : 
tlrofe  who  are  fo  according  to 
law ;  and  thofe  by  ufage  and  cuf- 
tom  ;  and  their  privileges,  and 
their  duties ;  here  we  take  notice 
of  fome  other  things. 

The  three  indifpenfables  of  a 
king,  are,  his  chaplain  to  fay 


V chow  rytrayffam  ny  or  fuyd- 
ogyon  a  berthyn  ar  y  llys  ar  rei 
cyureithyaul  ar  rei  aruer  ac  eu 
breint  ac  eu  dylyet  yman  y  tray- 
thun  ny  o  betheu  ereill. 

Try  anhepcor  brenhin  yu  y 
effeiryat  urth  uendigav  y  wuyt 

a  chanu 
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grace  at  meat,  and  to  fing  mafs ; 
and  the  judge  of  the  court,  to 
explain  every  thing  dubious  ;  and 
his  family,  to  execute  his  com- 
miffions. 

The  three  indifpenfables  of  a 
gentleman ;  his  harp,  and  his 
cloak,  and  his  cauldron. 

The  three  indifpenfables  of  a 
villain;  his  trough,  his  borer, 
and  his  fire -hob. 

Three  things  which  the  king 
friQiild  not  divide;  his  treafure, 
his  hawk,  and  his  breeches. 

The  king’s  three  nets;  his 
horfes,  his  fwine,  and  his  cattle: 
if  a  man  fhould  lofe  a  bead,  and 
find  it  amongft  the  cattle  ol  the 
king,  for  every  one  fo  found  he 
fhall  pay  four-pence. 

The  three  nets  of  a  gentleman; 
his  horfes,  his  cattle,  and  his 
fwine :  fhould  a  perfon  find  his 
head  amongft  them,  let  him  pay 
four-pence. 

The  three  nets  of  a  villain;  his 
herd  of  fwine,  and  cattle,  and 
his  winter  cottage  from  the  fir  ft 
of  May  till  Auguft :  fhould  he 
find  an  animal  affray  in  either, 
he  is  entitled  to  four-pence. 

Three  things  which  a  villain 
cannot  fell,  without  the  licenfe 
of  his  lord:  a  ftallion,  honey, 
end  fwine:  and  fhould  he  fell 
them,  let  him  be  finable;  but  if 
his  lord  does  not  buy  them,  let 
him  fell  them  in  any  way  he  may 
choofe. 

Three  profeftions,  which  the 
fon  of  a  villain  has  no  right  to, 
without  the  leave  of  his  lord ; 
and  though  he  fhould  learn 
them,  he  muft  refign  them  again, 

except 


a  chanu  eferen  ar  ynat  llys  urth 
doofparth  pob  peth  pedrus.  ay 
deulu  wrth  y  negefieu. 

Try  anhepcor  gurda  y  delyn 
ay  urycan  ay  gallaur. 

Try  anhepcor  tayauc  y  gauvn 
ay  druydeu  ay  bentan. 

Try  pheth  ny  dyly  brenhin  y 
gywran.  y  fullt  ay  hebauc  ay 
leydyr. 

Try  ruyt  brenhin.  Y  u’eirch 
ay  uoch  ay  warthec  o  chyll  dyn 
aniveil  ay  gafael  ym  plyth  anv- 
ueilyeit  y  brenhin  ew  a  dyly 
pedeir  ceynnyauc  o  bop  un  ona* 
dunt. 

Try  ruyt  gurda  y  ueirch  ay 
warthec  ay  uoch.  Yny  cafo  dyn 
aniueil  yn  eu  plyth  huy  talhet, 
iiii.  ceiny, 

Teyr  ruyt  tayauc  y  uoch  ay 
warthec  ay  ayawdy  o  galanmei 
hyt  auft.  G  cheyph  anyueil  ar 
gyueyluyorn.  yndau  ew  a  dyly 
pedeir  ceynnyauc, 

Try  pheth  ny  eill  tayauc  y 
werthu  heb  gannyat  y  arglwyd, 
amus  a  mel  a  moch.  ac  os 
gwerth  byt  diruyauc.  ac  onys 
pryn  y  argluyd  gwerthet  ew  y 
ford  y  mynho, 

.  / 

Teir  celuydyd  ny  dyly  mab 
tayauc  heb  gannyat  y  argluyd. 
a  chet  as  dyfco  ew  a  dyly  y 
dvyn  drachevyn.  onyt  yfcol- 
heic  wedy  y  chvmero  urdeu. 

Sew 


ANCIENT 

except  lie  be  a  clerk,  and  {ball 
have  taken  orders :  thofe  are,  ( 
fcholarfhip,  the  trade  of  a  fmith, 
and  bardifm.  * 

The  eight  carriers  of  a  king; 
a  ftormy  fea ;  a  fugitive  of  ano¬ 
ther  country;  a  thief;  a  dying 
childlefs;  a  dying  without  ob¬ 
taining  a  heriot;  a  tranfgreffor ; 
he  from  whom  a  fine  is  obtained ; 
and  a  commutation  {or  wrong-. 

O 

Whoever  {hall  fay  an  intem¬ 
perate  word  to  the  king,  let  him 
pay  a  double  commutation. 

Wherever  the  prieft,  the  Rew¬ 
ard  of  the  houfhold,  and  the 
j  udge  (hall  be  aifembled  together ; 
there  the  honour  of  the  court 
lhall  be. 

The  king  ought  not  to  go 
with  his  army  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  above  once  every  year.  His 
men  are  obliged  to  attend  the 
king  in  his  own  dominion,  when¬ 
ever  he  may  call  for  them;  and 
he  has  a  right  to  have,  from 
every  vaffal  town,  a  man,  a  horfe, 
and  a  hatchet  lor  forming  en¬ 
campments  ;  but  they  are  to  be 
at  his  coil. 

There  are  nine  building^, 
which  the  villains  of  the  king 
are  obliged  to  build  for  him  :  the 
hall,  chamber,  provifion-houfe, 
{fable,  dog-kennel,  barn,  kiln, 
privy,  and  dormitory. 

All  chattels  without  an  owner, 
go  as  an  efcheat  to  the  king. 

Three  things,  which  the  king 
fhould  not  divide  with  another; 
gold  and  filver,  bugle-horns,  and 


fringe. 

Whoever  fhall  do  an  injury 
to  a  cathedral  church,  let  him 

pay 


LAWS.  £37 

Sew  yu  hynny  yfcolheiclaut  a> 
gouannaeth  a  bardoni. 

Vyth  bynuarch  brenhin  mor 
difeith.  achanauc  gwlat  arall. — 
lleydyr.  maru  o  anuab.  mam 
yny  caio  ebediu.  a  chamgy liras 
y  cafer  dirvy  a  chamlurv. 

Pvybynnac  a  dyweto  geir  an- 
war  yr  brenhyn  talet  camluru 
deudvblc  ydau. 

Pale  bynnac  yd‘  ymgafoynt  yr 
effeiryat  ar  dillein  ar  ynat  yna 
y  byd  breynt  y  llys. 

Ny  dyly  y  brenhin  mynet  ay 
lu  or  wlat  namyn  unweith  bop 
bluydyn.  Vynteu  a  dylyant  uv- 
net  yny  gyuoeth  ew  pan  uynho. 
y  brenhin  a  dyly  o  bop  bilein- 
drew  dyn  a  march  a  buyall  v 
wneuthur  llueiteu  ac  uynteu  ary 
golf  ew. 


Nautey  a  dyly  bileynyeit  y 
brenhin  y  wneuthur  ydau.  neuad. 
yflauel.  bvyty.  yftabyl.  kynordy. 
yfgubaur.  odyn.  treuyn  uy  echan 
cerner. 

Pob  da  heb  perchennauc  y- 
dau  difeith  brenhin. 

Tripheth  ny  dyly  y  brenhin  y 
rannu  ac  arall.  eur  ac  ary  ant  a 
chyrn  bual.  a  gwifc  y  bo  urlys 
eur  ydi. 

Pvybynnac  a  wnel  cam  v  vam 
egluys  talet  pedeir  punt  ardec 

hyr 
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pay  fourteen  pounds :  the  one 
half  to  the  abbot,  if  he  is  a  pro- 
feffor  of  divinity  ;  and  the  other 
half  between  the  prieft  and  the 
cloifter,  If  an  injury  is  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  churchyard,  then 
feven  pounds,  in  two  fhares  like 
the  other.  Whoever  does  an 
injury  to  any  other  church,  let 
him  pay  feven  pounds;  one  half 
to  the  prieft,  and  the  other  to 
the  curate. 


hyr  hanner  yr  abat  o  byd  dvy- 
waul  lythyrwr,  ar  Hall  y  rug  yr 
efeiryat  ar  clas.  O  gwneir  cam 
yny  uynwent  feith  punt  yn  deu-* 
hanner  ual  y  Hall.  Puybynnac 
a  wnel  cam  y  egluys  arall  talet 
feith  punt,  y  neill  hanner  yr  ef* 
feiryat  ar  Hall  yr  perfon. 


The  end  of  the  Injtitutes  of  the  Court. 


1 
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STATISTICAL  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

PARISH  OF  FISHGUARD, 

IN  PEMBROKESHIRE. 


Sir, 

In  confequence  of 
having  feen  he  queries  you  have 
circulated  for  thepurpofe  of  ob¬ 
taining  information  refpetfing 
the  antient  and  prefent  ftate  of 
the  principality  of  Wales,  I  have 
been  induced  to  examine  the 
northern  coaftof.  Pembrokefhire, 
and  mean  to  offer  you  the  re- 
fult  of  my  refearches,  fhould 
they  be  found  to  merit  your  no¬ 
tice,  fending  find,  by  way  of 
fpecimen,  an  account  of  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Fifhguard,  and  leaving 
you  to  judge  how  far  it  may  be 
JlatiJtical  or  not,  a  term  which 
may,  for  what  I  know,  be  fuf- 
ficiently  comprehenfive  and  in¬ 
telligible  to  others,  but  the  force 
and  meaning  of  which,  in  the 
latitude  you  have  ufed  it,  I  pro- 
iefs  not  to  underlfand.  Our 
great  Lexiocographer  does  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  fuch  a  word,  and 
who  will  have  the  hardinefs  to 
queftionhis  infallibility.  Statiji 
is  interpreted  a  politician,  and 
Jlatijlical  is,  I  prefume,  an  ad- 
jeflive  coined  from  that  fubftan- 
tive.  A  JtatiJhcal  account  of  a 
country  therefore,  can  imply  no¬ 


thing  more,  than  fuch  an  ac 
count  of  it,  as  regards  its  civil 
and  eccleliaftical  hiftorv,  and  its 
political  relation  to  the  ftate, 
with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  de¬ 
gree  of  its  weight  and  impor¬ 
tance  in  the  contributory  fcale  of 
the  nation;  and  in  that  light, 
which  is  the  only  one  the  word, 
without  offering  the  greateft  vio¬ 
lence  to  its  origin,  can  bear, 
what  will  become  of  many  of 
your  queries,  as  I  am  to  learn  of 
what  national  confequence  it  is 
to  be  informed  of  roman  coins, 
or  rufty  armour  have  been  dif- 
covered,  if  rude  infcriptions  ex- 
iff,  which  can  or  cannot  be  read, 
or  if  the  fquire  of  the  parilh,  be 
defcended  from  Shem  or  Japhet. 
But  to  wave  fuch  faflidious  ex¬ 
ceptions  and  etymological  trif¬ 
ling,  I  can  only  fay,  that  I  fhal { 
follow  the  courfe  of  your  que¬ 
ries,  under  their  refpective  heads, 
and  build  my  relation  on  fuch  of 
them  as  may  be  any  way  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  parifhes  I  {hall  have 
occafion  to  treat  of,  and  whether 
Jlatiflically  or  unjlatijlically , 
mu  ft  lie  at  your  door. 

Gwinfap.dd  Dyfed. 


A  Sta~ 
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A  Statifical  Account  of  the  Parifli  of  ftjhguarf  under  dij* 

ferent  heads. 


ANTIQUITIES,  BIOGRAPHY,  See. 


The  parifh  of  Fifhguard,  fi- 
tuated  on  the  northern  coafl  of 
the  county  of  Pembroke,  lacing 
the  Irifh  channel,  and  nearly  op- 
pofite  to  Wicklow  in  Ireland,  is 
called  in  Wellh,  Abergwapn, 
from  the  port  formed  by  the 
e fluary  of  the  river  Gwayn 
which  difeharges  ltfelf  there, 
where  Aber  is  not  taken  in  its 
more  general  acceptation,  the 
fall  of  a  leifer  river  into  a  great¬ 
er,  but  that  of  a  harbour  or 
haven,  which.,  if  it  be  not  trea¬ 
son  for  a  W eifhman,  and  ad- 
dreffmg  himfelf  to  Welfhmen, 
to  fuggeil  as  much,  may  proba¬ 
bly  be  derived  from  the  Latin 
word,  apeno  to  open  ;  when  it 
obtained  the  Englifh  appellation 
of  Fifhguard,  is  not  eafy  to  de¬ 
termine,  but  fo  far  back  as  the 
time  of  Richard  the  fecond,  it 
bore  that  name,  as  I  have  ieen 
a  grant  of  that  date,  from  one 
Jordan  de  *  Cantington,  to  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Dogmaels,*  of  all 
his  lands  in  Fifhguard,  a  name 
given  it,  I  fuppofe,  by  the  full 
Englifh  fettlers  there,  followers 
of  Martin  de  Turribus,  the  Nor¬ 
man  conqueror  of  thefe  parts, 
on  account  of  its  fdhery.  Fijk- 
gartk  in  the  language  of  our  old 


ffatutes,  hgnifyinga  place  where' 
there  was  a  wier  for  taking  fifh* 
a  name  more  confonant  to  their 
organs,  and  full  as  charafterif- 
tic  of  the  place,  as  the  original 
Welfh  name  of  Abergwayn. 
To  no  fpot  of  equal  extent  in 
the  whole  County  of  Pembroke, 
has  hillory  or  tradition  annexed 
fewer  memorable  events  than  to 
this  parifh,  and  consequently 
fewer  venerable  relics  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  attention  of  the  travel¬ 
ler  or  the  antiquary  fcarcely  any 
where  occur,  prefenting  nothing 
to  the  curious  eye  above  the 
dignity  of  a  Beacon.  There  is 
indeed  a  place  in  the  town  of 
Fifhguard,  called  in  old  deeds 
y  Cajiell  (the  caftle)  and  which, 
from  its  ft  nation  on  a  fmall 
tongue  of  land  commanding  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour,  might 
have  been  once  crowned  with  an 
occafional  entrenchment,  either 
to  cover  or  oppofe  the  landing 
of  fome  of  the  earlieft  invaders, 
but  of  which  not  a  trace  now 
appears,  by  which  to  calculate 
the  form,  the  confequence,  or 
the  age  of  fuch  a  fortification. 
There  is  another  place  near  the 
town,  called  Cajiell  Mzurtach , 
afhfled  by  the  name  of  which 


*  This  Iordan  de  Cantington,  was  fecond  fon  of  Sir  William  Cantington,  who  li¬ 
ved  in  the  time  of  King  John, at  a  place  denominated  from  h-m  i  re  V,  illim,  in  the 
parifh  of  Eslwyswrw,  in  the  hundred  of  Kernes,  and  was  lord  of  the  manor  oi  Eg>- 
wyswrw  :  he  married  Gwladys  natural  daughter  of  the  Cord  Rhys,  l  once  ol  foutla 

^aies‘  alone 
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alone,  a  vivid  imagination  may 
conjure  up  fomething  like  the 
refemblance  of  an  old  Britifh  or 
Danilh  encampment,  which 
heretofore  might  have  occupied 
the  fpot,  but  the  remains  of 
which  are  too  indidinfit  to  tempt 
enquiry,  or  to  flatter  with  hopes 
of  information.  The  only  in- 
feriptmn  I  have  ever  heard  of, 
or  have  been  able  to  difeover  in 
this  parifli,  is  rudely  fculptured 
on  a  ftone,  pitched  on  end  in 
the  church  yard,  which  ftill  re¬ 
mains. 

About  twelve  years  ago,  not 
far  from  the  town,  in  ploughing 
a  field  which  had  often  under¬ 
gone  that  operation,  near  a  large 
itone,  but  which  the  fhare  had 
never  before  approached  fo  near, 
was  turn’d  up  an  urn  oi  very 
mean  pottery,  filled  with  Roman 
copper  coins  ol  the  lower  em¬ 
pire,  and  fome  few  fiivered  over, 


of  Gallienus,  Tetricus,  Poflhu- 
mus,  Viftorinus,  and  others  of 
the  thirty  tyrants,  as  they  were 
called,  of  undoubted  antiquity, 
bold  impreffions,  and  fine  pre- 
fervation ;  a  catalogue  oi  fome  of 
the  mod  perfect  oi  which,  now 
in  mypofleflion,  I  lhallfubjoin*. 
Yet  the  fpot  they  wrere  found  in 
exhibited  not  the  fmalleft  veftige 
of  an  ancient  camp  or  Roman 
Ration,  nor  does  there  exiff  the 
fainted  hiflorical  or  traditional 
record  of  any  battle  or  event 
having  taken  place  there*  to  ac¬ 
count  for  fuch  a  circumdance. 


Of  men  of  note*' for  literary,  me¬ 
chanical,  martial,  or  commercial 
abilities,  few  places  can  have  been 
more  unprodufifive  than  this. 
One  generation  oi  fiftiernien, 
mariners,  and  petty  merchants, 
have  fucceeded  another  in  an 
uniform  and  unintereding  feries, 
and  the  progrefllon  of  intellec¬ 
tual 


*  Face-Head  of  Pofthumus.  Legend — Imp.  C.  Pofthumus  P.  F.  Aug.  Re* 
verfe — Figure  of  Serapis.  Legend— Serapi  Comiti. 

II.  Face — Head  of  Pofthumus.  Legend— Do.  Reverfe— Neptune  holding  in 
his  right  hand  a  dolphin,  in  his  left  the  trident.  Legend — Neptuno  audaci. 

III.  Face— Head  of  Pofthumus.  Legend — Do.  Reverfe — -Moneta,  the  deity, 
prefiding  over  coinage,  with  a  balance  in  her  right  hand,  and  a  cornucopiae  in  her 
left.  Legend — Moneta  Aug. 

IV.  Face — Head  of  Pofthumus.  Same  Legend  as  the  former.  Reverfe— riercu* 
les  with  a  club  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  bow  in  his  left.  Legend— Herculi  Deufo- 
nienfi. 

V.  Face — Head  of  Pofthumus.  Legend — Ditto.  Revetfe — Jupiter  with  his  right 
hand  grafping  the  thunder,  and  in  his  left  holding  a  fpear.  Legend — Jovi  Vi&ori. 

VI.  Face — Head  of  Gallienus.  Legend — Gallienus.  Aug.  Reverfe — A  flag  look¬ 
ing  forward.  Legend-- — Dianas.  Conf.  Aug. 

Vlf.  Face — Head  of  Gallienus.  Legend— Do.  Reverfe— A  lion  in  the  adt  of 
fpringing  forward  (a fine  impreflion).  Reverfe— Led Munidkus. 

VIII.  Face — Do.  Reverfe — A  panther  confecrated  to  Bacchus.  Legend — -Lite* 
to.  P.  Cons  :  Aug.  Exergue,  B. 

IX.  Face — Do.  Reverfe — The  figure  of  Providence  with  a  cornucopia  in  one 
hand  and  a  feeptre  in  the  other,  with  which  ihe  points  to  the  globe  at  her  Icet.  Le¬ 
gend — Providejutia  Aug. 

X.  Face— Head  of  Claudius.  Legend— Imp.  C.  Claudius  Aug.  Reverfe— An 
armed  figure  holding  a  branch  in  one  haud,  and  a  fpear  in  the  other.  Legend — Vir* 

tus  Aug.  ,  .  r  .  113 

XI.  Face— Do.  Reverfe — A  female  figure  holding  ears  oi  corn  xn  one  hand,  and 

3  cornucopia:  in  the  other*  Legend — Annona  Aug. 

♦  R  Ad'* 
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tuai  improvement  feerns  here 
not  to  have  kept  pace  with  that* 
tlifcernable  in  moft  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  However,  in 
looking  back  over  the  wafte  of 
time,  to  a  period  of  remote  anti¬ 
quity,  I  am  enabled  to  produce 
one  folitary  exception  t6  the  ffe- 
rility  of  genius,  which  has  imme- 
morially  mark’d  this  region,  in 
the  perfon  oi  St.  Dubricius,  a 
man  of  lingular  eminence  tor 
piety  and  learning  in  his  day, 
whom  Bale  calls  Dubncius 
Gzuaymanus  a  folo  apud  Deme- 
tas  lie  diftus,  which  Geoige 
Owen  of  Kernes,  a  man  of  for¬ 
tune,  and  a  great  antiquary  in  the 
reign  oi  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  a 
manufcript  note  in  the  maigin 
of  my  copy  of  that  old  biogra¬ 
pher,  clearly  fettles  to  be  this  pa- 
jilh*  proving,  the  fame  from  the 
teliimony  oi  fome  ot  our  ancient 
bards,  contemporaries  oi  Dubri¬ 
cius,  who  celebrate  him  under 
the  name  of  Dubric  6  Langway  n. 
He  was  archbifhop  oi  Carleon, 
and  metropolitan  of  all  vVales, 
in  Aurelius  Ambrofius  s  time ; 
but  prior  to  his  elevation,  he 
taught  a  fchool  on  the  banks  of 
his  native  river,  which  was 
much  refolded  to,  from  all  coun¬ 
tries.  He  was  a  ftrenuous  op- 
pofer  of  the  Pelagian  herefy, 
and  affiled  at  the  memorable 
lynod  held  at Llaiiuewi  Biefi,  m 
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Cardiganihire,  for  confuting  that'; 
dodlrine,  from  which  he  is  faui 
to  have  withdrawn  to  a  religious 
retirement  in  the  lfland  oi  Bard- 
fey,  where  he  died  A.  D.  ,522; 
but  fuch  was  the  veneration  paid 
to  his  memory  for  ages  aitei  , 
that  about  the  year  1107,  his  ie- 
mains  were  removed  by  the  pro¬ 
curement  oi  Urban,  then  biffqp 
oi'  LlandafF,  and  reinterred  in 
that  cathedral,  oi  which  Dubri- 
cius  had  been  the  firff  hifhop. 

It  is  a  remarkable  iaft,  that  no 
ma  gift  rate  has- ever  1  elided  m^this 
parilh,  or,  till  within  thefe  ten 
years,  a  man  oi  fufficient  confe- 
quence  and  property  to  entitle 
him  to  that  diftinftion,  an  ©b- 
fervation,  that  I  take  it,  will 
hold  good  with  refpeft  to  very 
few  par  lilies  beficle  m  the  coun¬ 
ty,  if  any.  Nor  is  there  the  {mail¬ 
ed  account  or  appearance  _  of 
there  having  been  an  ancient 
manfion-houfe  in  it,  fit  to  be  the 
reft  den  ce  oi  any  man  above  the 
degree  of  yeoman.  Even  in  the 
long  fucceffion  of  its  clergy, 
among  whom  we  are  natuially 
led  to  look  for  fuperior  talents, 
and  more  exemplary  viitues,  the 
unedifying  catalogue  offers  little 
for  our  imitation,  or  our  praife. 
Of  one  only  in  the  oblcure  muff 
ter- roll,  the  Rev.  Robert  Price, 
Vicar  oi  this  parilh  about  eighty 
years  ago,  fuch  a  memonal  is 


tt  1  T  pa-end  —  Imp.  C.  Vidtorinus,  P.  F..  Aug.  Re- 

.A-t 'hXhthpIeVthU-anfhin  ce  hand,  and  a  fceptre  in  the  other, 

texm  hFace-Do.  ^dmted  figure  to  reprefent  the  fun  with  a  whip  in 

the  left  hand.  Legend--!nviftus.  C.  Tetricus,  P.  F.  Aug.  Re- 
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preferved,  as  I  wiffi  more  of  our 
country  parfons  were  entitled 
to,  arid  particularly  in  a  fituation 
where  the  flock  being  large,  calls 
for  a  more  than  ordinary  aftive 
and  vigilant  Pallor.  The  etilo- 
gium  referr’d  to,  (and  I  trull  it 
will  not  be  without  its  ufe)  I 
iliall  give  in  the  words  oi  an 
eminent  divine  of  that  time,  not 
to  be  fufpefted  oi  falfehood  or 
flattery,  who  preached  Mr. 
Price’s  funeral  fermdri,  a  rnanu- 
fcript  now  lying  beiore  m‘e,  in 
which  he  thus  fums  up  his  cha- 
ra£ler  :  “  This  man,  in  whatever, 
relation  we  confider  him,  was  in 
his  life  time,  exemplary  and 
eminent  in  goodnefs,  as  far  as  his 
circumllances  gave  him  leave, 
and  his  abilities  aflilled  him;  nay 
he  hath  often  outdone  conve¬ 
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nience  out  of  zeal  for  good, 
which  his  frequent  relief  of  the 
diftrefled,  and  his  impairing  his 
owri  health,  did  fufficiently 
evince.  To  the  utmoft  of  his 
power  (beyond  which  no  man 
can  go)  he  was  one  of  the  molt 
diligent,  painful,  and  careful 
flewards  that  Chrilt  had  over  his 
houfehold  in  thefe  parts;  at  mid¬ 
night  as  well  as  at  mid-day,  in 
the  molt  tempeftuous  dangerous 
weather,  as  well  as  in  the  calm 
and  i'erene,  to  the  poorefl  as 
well  as  the  richeft,  in  the  moll 
noyfome  licknefles  as  well  as  the 
moll  inoff’enfive,  was  he  always 
ready  to  execute  all  fuch  good 
offices  as  his  great  Lord  and 
Mailer  (who  employed  him) 
might  expeft,  and  the  neceffity 
of  his  fellow  chriftians  require." } 


MINERALOGY,  NATURAL  HISTORY,  &c. 


Under  this  head,  the  diltrift 
I  am  examining  can  furnifh  but 
little  to  excite  the  attention  of 
the  curious  in  thole  fciences,  or 
enhance  its  confequence.  There 
have  been  ftrata  here  at  different 
times  laid  open,  glittering  with 
appearances  fufficiently  fpecious 
to  enable  fome  vagrant  miner,  in 
his  tranlit  through  the  country, 
to  found  a  flattering  fpeculation 
upon,  and  by  that  means  artfully 
inlinuate  himfelf  into  occafional 
employ,  though  not  perhaps  al¬ 
luring  enough  to  induce  a  man 
of  common  prudence  to  hazard 
much  in  purfuits  fo  liable  to  fal¬ 
lacy  and  difappoinLment.  But 
the  late  profound  mineralogiii, 


Mr.  Rafpe,  who,  as  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  a  little  before  his  death, 
had  begun  a  mineralogical  chart 
of  Wales,  with  a  view  to  afeer- 
tain  its  embowelled  wealth,  in 
his  furvey  of  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  the  fuminer  before  laft, 
pronounced  a  definitive  fen- 
tence  on  all  fuch  mineral  fymp- 
toms,  totally  unfavourable  to  the 
interelled  fchemes  of  the  miner, 
and  the  golden  hopes  of  his  du¬ 
ped  employer,  and  fo  happily 
refeued  this  country  from  the 
danger  of  future  impolition ; 
nor  was  he  able  to  difeover  any 
Hone  fufficiently  calcareous  to 
be  converted  to  ufe,  either  as 
cement  or  manure.  The  chief 
R  2  thing 
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thing  that  occurred  in  his  in- 
veftigations,  were,  extenfive  and 
almoft  inexhauftible  veins  of 
that  fpecies  of  marble,  called 
Pudding-hone,  in  the  rocks 
firetching  down  to  the  fea,  eafy 
of  accefs  to  be  worked  and  (hip¬ 
ped  off,  fpecimens  of  which 
have  fince  been  fent  up  to  Lon¬ 
don,  in  order  to  prove  its  quality 
and  value,  and  thence  determine 
the  practicability  of  attempting 
fuch  a  quarry.  There  is  like- 
wife,  not  above  a  mile  from  the 
town  of  Filhguard,  a  ffratum  of 
hone  nearly  refembling  the  Port¬ 
land  ;  but  of  what  depth  or  ex¬ 
tent,  and  how  far  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  rendered  an  article  of  utility 
or  demand,  might  be  worth  the 
enquiry  of  thofe  whole  proper¬ 
ty  it  is. 

The  rarell  plants  found  here, 
which  have  fallen  within  my 
oblervatian,  are,  the  Nym- 
phcea  lutea  minor  flore  fi  mb  ri¬ 
al  0 — the  lefler  yellow  Water- 
lily,  with  a  fringed  flower — The 
Campanula  Arvenfis  erecla — 
Codded  Corn-violet — Verbena 
communis  ceruleo  Jlore — Ver¬ 
vain — Ligujlrum  vulgar e — Pri¬ 
vet,  which  cloathes  and  gives  a 
cheerfulnefs  to  the  rocks  which 
furround  the  port  in  the  teeth 
of  the  fea  breeze — Th eSambucus 
humilis  feu  Ebulus — Dwarf  El¬ 
der,  which  covers  about  two 
acres  of  the  hill,  under  the 
church-yard  wall,  facing  the 
north,  in  fuch  abundance,  that, 
during  the  fummer,  whilfl  the 
plants  are  in  bloom,  they  fill 
the  air  around  with  a  moll  ex- 
quifite  fragrance,  but  feem  to 
have  a  peculiar  attachment  to 
that  fpot,  and  are  not  feen  elie- 
where.  The  Euonymus— Spin¬ 


dle-tree,  which  fometirhes  t3 
found  on  the  cliffs  overhanging 
the  fea,  but  chiefly  in  an  elbow 
of  the  valley  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  port,  amongft  the  tangled 
growth,  and  in  the  interfaces 
of  thofe  rocks  called  Cam  y 
gath ,  which,  with  all  the  tre¬ 
mendous  marks  of  fotne  violent 
convnlfion  of  nature  about 
them,  tower  boldly  in  a  variety 
of  fantaftical  fhapes,  fkirted  by 
the  river,  and  forming  a  land- 
fcapefo  pi&urefque,  that  were  it 
poffeffed  of  the  accompany- 
ment  of  wood,  which  twenty 
years  ago  enriched  it,  it  might, 
in  proportion  to  its  compafs,  vie 
with  the  mofl  romantic  fcenery 
in  Wales, 

There  is  no  part  of  this 
ifland  which  nature  has  more 
liberally  furnifhed  with  pure 
and  wholefome  water,  ifiumg 
from  innumerable  fountains  not 
known  to  flint  their  bounty  in 
any  feafon:  and  about  fourteen 
years  ago,  a  fpring  was  difco- 
vered  in  the  little  dingle,  below 
the  church,  marked  by  a  ftrong 
crocus,  and  found  to  polfefs 
many  medicinal  properties.  The 
inhabitants,  to  preferve  it  from 
pollution,  enclofed  it  within  a 
fmall  building,  and  it  was  for 
fome  years  much  reforted  to  far 
every  diforder  from  A  to  Z, 
many  cures  having  been  perform¬ 
ed,  which  were  well  authentic 
cated.  The  fpring  is  now  much 
neglefted,  and,  in  confequence 
of  the  houfe  which  protebfed  it 
having  fallen  into  decay,  fubjeff 
to  be  diffurbed  and  fouled,  not 
only  by  pigs,  geefe,  & c.  but  alfo 
by  other  waters,  with  which  the 
furrounding  fpot  abounds,  mix¬ 
ing  with  it3  whereby  its  real  in¬ 
herent 
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hcrent  virtues,  whatever  they 
might  have  been,  are  either  en¬ 
tirely  done  away,  or  at  leaft 
much  degenerated,  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  by  the  following  analyfis, 
to  which  an  ingenious  friend  ol 
mine  has  lately  fubmitted  fome 
of  the  water.  To  a  wine  glafs- 
fui  of  the  water  was  added  a  lit¬ 
tle  frefh  powdered  galls,  which 
fpeedily  produced  a  purple  tinc¬ 
ture,  the  chara&eriftic  of  its  p.of- 
fe  fling  iron  m  its  contents. 
To  a  fecond  glafs  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  two  drachms  of  fyrup  oi 
violets  were  added  without  any 
mamfeft  alteration ;  fo  that  nei¬ 
ther  an  alkaline  or  alum  enters 
its  compofition.  To  a  third 
glafs  was  added  a  little  oil  ol  tar¬ 
tar,  no  precipitation  whatever 
followed.  To  a  fourth  glafs  was 
added  a  little  volatile  alkaline 
fait,  with  no  better  effeftj  laftly, 
a  lump  ol  foap  was  agitated  with 
a  little  of  it,  and  a  perfect  ho¬ 
mogeneous  mixture  followed, 
without  the  fmalleft  coagula. 
Near  the  eye  of  the  fpring,  at 
the  time  of  its  difcovery,  was 
dug  up  a  ftone,  nearly  a  foot 
fquare,  in  fhape  fimilar  to  what 
is*  delineated  below,  and  fo  in- 
fcribed  with  a  date  and  charac¬ 
ters,  which  I  read  loor-npm  TLpthe 
corner  of  the  ftone  being  Splin¬ 
tered  off  on  which  I  prefume 
the  three  laft  letters  of  the  firff 
word  were  cut.  The  only  river 
©f  note  here,  the  Gwayn,  which, 


from  fouth  to  north,  interfe&s 
theparifh,  leaving  two  thirds  of  it 
on  the  weft,  and  one  third  on  the 
eafl  fide,  rifes  in  Percelly  moun¬ 
tain,  and  running  by  .  Gelly- 
fawr,  precipitates  itfeli  in  a  le- 
ries  of  fm all  but  pi&urefque 
falls,  into  a  narrow  valley  pret¬ 
tily  wooded,  which,  from  it  takes 
the  name  of  Dyffrin  Gwayn, 
through  which,  alter  receiving  a 
number  of  petty  tributary  nils, 
and  holdinga  rapid  courfe  {or 
eight  miles  over  a  pebbly  channel, 
it  enters  the  fea  atFifhguard.  Nor 
lias  heaven  been  lefs  bountiful 
to  this  place  in  regard  to  the  air 
than  the  water,  which  is  here  fo 
remarkably  pure  and  faiubrious, 
as  to  he  never  liable  to  ft  agnate ; 
and  by  the  perpetual  ventilation 
of  the  fea  breezes,  more  than  a 
match  lor  the  fury  of  the 
dog- {far,  that  it  has  fcarcely  ever 
been  vilited  by  an  epidemical 
diforder  ;  and  even  in  the  time 
of  the  plague,  is  faid  to  have 
happily  elcaped  the  wrath  of 
the  ddl roving  angel.  I' or  when 
the  neighbouring  town  ol  New¬ 
port  was  unfafe  ol  approach,  the 
market  was  transferred  to  Fish¬ 
guard,  where  none  had  been 
held  before,  in  which,  it.  has 
ever  fmce  maintained  the  fupe- 
riority.  It  is  a  .matter,  therefore, 
of  much  furprife,  that  during 
the  rage  for  lea-bathing,  which 
has  of  late  fo  univerfally  pre¬ 
vailed,  Filhguard  has  not  been 
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frequented  for  that  pu'rpofe, 
when  we  confider  its  commodi- 
oufnefs  with  regard  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  objeft,  in  that  cafe,  the  lea, 
the  healthinefs  of  its  fituation, 
the  plentifulnefs,  and  I  may  fay 
in  general,  the  cheapnefs  of  its 
markets,  and  the  agreeable  cir- 
cumflance  oi  a  genteel  well  in¬ 
habited  vicinity,  and  efpecially 
if  we  compare  it  with  other 
places  more  northward  of  fafhi- 
pnable  refort,  however  liable  to 
the  well-grounded  obje&ions  of 
inconvenience,  dearnefs,  and 
nnhealthinefs,  fuch  as  Bar¬ 
mouth,  Towyn,  and  Aberyft- 
with.  Nor  can  I  account  for 
it  in  any  other  way  than  this  ; 
that  travellers  too  fervilely  ad- 
hering  to  one  old  hereditary 
track,  without  deviating  either 
to  the  right,  or  to  the  left,  and 
who  call  that,  feeing  a  country, 
though  the  accuftomed  road 
which  connected  Cardigan  with 
Haverfordweft  lay  over  the 
fummit  of  dreary  hills,  always 
took  it  without  enquiry,  leaving 
a  large  trafcp  between  them  and 
the  fea,  of  a  much  pleafanter 
chara&er,  unvifited  and  unex¬ 
plored,  on  a  fuppofition  of 
faving  two  or  three  miles,  from 
a  principle  of  economy  and 
frugality,  or  dread  of  fatigue. 
But  now  as  turnpikes  are  here 
beginning  to  be  carried  on  with 
fpirit,  there  is  reafon  to  hope, 
that  thofe  in  future,  who  may 
he  induced  to  make  a  tour 
of  Pembrokefhire,  will  prefer 
the  cheerful  route  along  the 
coaff,  to  that  over  the  moun¬ 
tains,  and  that  Fifhguard  then 
becoming  a  neceffary  ffage,  will 
defervedly  rife  into  notice. 


The  theory  of  echoes  feems  to 
be  foobfcure  and  unfettled,  that  it 
may  be  difficult  to  know  what 
is  meant  by  a  hue  or  a  curious 
echo,  there  being  fo.  many  forts, 
and  each  perhaps  perfedl  and 
curious  in  its  kind,  fuch  as  the 
echo  which  returns  but  the  lafl 
fy liable,  another  which,  though 
perhaps  not  quite  fo  explicit  as 
the  Iriffiman’s  echo  at  Killar- 
ney,  that,  when  you  fay,  “  How 
do  you  do  Paddy  Blake?”  will 
anfwer,  “  Arrah  my  honey,  and 
pretty  well  I  thank  you,”  yet 
will  diflindfly  give  back  all  that 
is  offered  to  it,  like  that  at  Caer¬ 
narvon;  a  third,  that  iterates 
twice,  as  that  at  Llanvihan- 
gel  Genen’r  Glyn,  in  Cardi- 
ganfhire,  and  others  of  a  treble 
and  even  a  more  multiplied  re- 
percuffion.  But  near  the  church¬ 
yard  of  Fifhguard,  a  few  yards 
from  the  north  eafl  wall,  there 
is  a  moff  remarkable  echo  of  the 
fecond  fort,  fo  very  diflindt  and 
full,  that  before  I  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it,  when  I  hea*:d  a 
drum  beaten  there,  fo  exactly 
was  it  anfwered  from  the  oppo- 
fite  hill,  that  I  conceived  it  to 
be  a  trial  of  fkili  between  two 
rival  drummers ;  and  I  have 
been  credibly  informed,  that  in 
the  Eaftern  extremity  of  this 
pariffi,  there  has  been  an  echo 
obferved,  which  feemed  infepa- 
rable  from  a  (ingle  Hone  not  too 
large  to  be  portable,  and  in  a 
fmall  circuit  fhifted  with  it ; 
though  it  might  perhaps  owe 
its  formation  to  a  variety  of  other 
concurrent  circumffances,  as 
that  very  lingular  one  above  the 
ruins  of  the  priory  at  Haverford- 
weff,  which  is  found  to  depend 

on 
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an  either  the  {hutting  or  open¬ 
ing  of  a  warehoufe  window, 
home  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  fpot  to  which  the  echo  feems 
attached. 

This  part  of  the  country 
in  common,  with  all  the  ma¬ 
ritime  expofures,  from  Cardi¬ 
gan  to  Tenby,  is  liable  to  the 
objection  of  want  ol  wood,  un- 
lefs  in  fome  fheltry  dingles,  or 
about  the  gentlemen’s  feats, 
without  which,  the  general  land- 
fcape,  divexlified  as  it  is  by  end- 
lefs  undulations  of  furface,  and 
a  grand  outline  of  coad,  mull 
ever  appear  cold  and  unpidlu- 
refqne ;  not  that  a  northern  lea  af- 
pedi  is  fo  pernicious  to  trees,  but 
that  planting  is  never  attempted 
iror  encouraged. 

Nptwithdanding  the  game- 
laws  are  not  rigoroufly  en¬ 
forced,  or  manerial  privileges 
much  infilled  on,  yet  hares, 
as  well  as  partridges,  are 


here  in  great  plenty,  and  fhouid 
the  winter  prove  a  little  levere, 
woodcocks,  fnipes,  and  wild¬ 
fowl,  become  a  cheap  luxury. 
In  this  neighbourhood  formerly 
hunting  was  much  in  fafhion, 
and  feveral  packs  ol  foxhounds 
and  harriers  were  kept,  and  at 
that  time  it  was  always  remarked, 
that  on  the  heights,  above  the 
town  of  Fifh guard,  then  not  fo 
enclofed  as  now,  the  favourite 
hunting  ground,  where  they 
mod  frequently  turned  off, 
there  was  never  lack  of  fport, 
and  more  hares  were  found  than 
elfewhere.  But  fmce  the  de¬ 
cline  of  that  Nimrod  age,  and 
the  dropping  of  regular  packs, 
pouching  is  become  more  uni- 
verfal,  and  of  courfe  the  game 
confiderably  diminifhed,  and 
what  is  (till  a  greater  evil,  the 
number  of  foxes  is  encreafed,  to 
the  no  fmall  annoyance  of  the 
poultry  court  and  fheepfold. 


AGRICULTURE,  PLANTING,  &c 


Under  this  head  the  parilh 
I  am  defcribing  will,  I  hope, 
make  a  more  refpeclable  figure 
than  it  has  hitherto  done,  and 
my  account  may  aflert  fome- 
what  of  ftatiffical  importance. 
The  foil  is  a  happy  medium  be¬ 
tween  the  heavy  and  the  light, 
.confiding  .of  a  wholefome  good 
coloured  loam,  in  no  very  (hallow 
layer,  covering  a  bottom  of  flate 
or  loofe  rab,  a  foil  well  adapted 
to  the  mixed  kind  of  farm  mod 
general  in  this  country,  a  pro¬ 
per  proportion  of  tillage  and 


padure.  But  if  it  be  afked  to 
which  it  is  mod  friendly,  the 
anfwer  mud  be  given  in  favour 
of  the  former;  a  great  acceflion 
of  which  fort  of  land  has,  with¬ 
in  thefe  twenty  years,  been  made 
to  the  common  dack.  For  fe¬ 
veral  hundred  acres  formerly 
open  and  overrun  with  heath 
and  fmall  furze,  are  now  fenced 
and  didributed  into  enclofures 
pf  a  fize  fuitable  to  their  refpec- 
tive  farms,  fo  that  in  tlut  time 
it  is  fuppofed  this  pariffi  is  en¬ 
creafed  in  value  one  third,  owing 

,  principally 
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principally  to  a  fpirit  for  in-  per  ton,  and  the  burning  3s.  gd. 


doling,  which  here  of  late  has 
fo  univerfallv  prevailed.  The 
fences  indeed  are  highly  objec¬ 
tionable,  being  chiefly  formed 
with  an  outfide  cafing  of  fquare 
turfs,  cut  on  the  fpot  filled  with 
earth.  Earth  to  the  height  of 
about  five  feet,  fown  on  the  top 
with  furze  feed,  which  not  at¬ 
tended  to  foon  perifhes ;  where¬ 
as  if  the  infant  plants  were 
looked  to  and  weeded,  they 
would  thrive  faff,  and  when 
grown  to  the  height  of  two  feet, 
if  kept  cropt,  would  foon  be¬ 
come  impenetrable ;  befides,  if 
the  farmer  at  firff  would  go  to  a 
trifling  additional  expence,  by 
blafiing  and  digging  Up  from 
every  piece  of  ground  to  be  in- 
clofed,  the  large  Hones  which 
lie  near  the  furface,  and  which 
the  obftrudfed  ploughfhare,  and 
a  barer  vegetation  too  often  re¬ 
mind  him  of,  and  would  carry 
them  to  his  hedges,  the  moft 
durable  fence  might  be  obtained, 
and  the  land  at  the  fame  time 
freed  from  one  of  its  chief  con- 
ftitutional  diforders,  the  Hone 
Where  this  is  done,  the  effedl 
proves  the  utility  of  the  pradlice, 
and  fhongly  enforces  its  more 
general  ufe.  The  principal 
manures  are  muck  and  lime,  the 
latter  or  which  is  brought  from 

O 

Milford  Haven,  and  is  burnt  in 
lime  kilns  commodioufly  placed 
near  the  water  fide.  There  are 
upwards  of  2000  tons  of  lime 
ilone  annually  imported  here, 
and  confumed  within  three  miles 
of  the  port.  The  expence  of  a 
ton  of  lime  Hone,  and  the  burn¬ 
ing,  is  about  fix  {hillings  and 
eleven  pence:  the  ilone  3s.  6d. 


Sea  weeds,  cf  which  the  fhore, 
after  violent  north  winds,  fup- 
plies  the  greateft  abundance, 
are  of  late  much  colledled  for 
manure,  the  poorer  fort  of  peo^ 
pie  ufing  no  other  for  their  po- 
tatoes,  and  from  the  effedl  pro¬ 
duced,  there  is  every  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  the  alga,  as  well 
as  the  fea  fand,  judicioufly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Hiffeil  ground, 
might  anfwer  better  than  lime 
indiferiminately  ufed  without  at¬ 
tending  to  the  nature  of  the  foil 
it  is  often  laid  on. 

The  courfe  of  hufbandry 
pradlifed  here,  is  the  fame  which 
has  uniformly  obtained,  or 
with  very  flight  variations,  for 
thefe  200  years.  In  frefh 
ground,  or  fuch  as  has  lain  fal¬ 
low  for  fix  or  feven  years,  well 
loamed  and  otherwife  prepared, 
they  fow  wheat  the  following 
year,  with  as  much  dung  and 
compoft  as  they  can  colledl,  it 
is  drelfed  for  barley,  and  then 
fucceeds  a  crop  of  oats  and  ar¬ 
tificial  grafs.  Near  the  town  of 
Fi fh guard  Home  farmers  have 
fallen  on  a  very  advantageous 
method  of  commencing  their 
courfe,  by  buffering  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  are  to  Supply  fuffici- 
ent  dung,  to  plant  potatoes  in 
their  land,  and  carrying  the 
dung  required  to  the  fpot  gratis, 
fo  that  you  may  fee  large  fields, 
by  fuch  cultivation,  preparing 
for  a  winter  crop,  to  the  great 
profit  of  the  farmer,  and  no  lefs 
convenience  of  the  potatoe  plant¬ 
er,  both  being  accommodated 
to  their  fatisfadlion  ;  the  one 
procuring  labour  and  manure 
for  nothing,  the  other  an  ufu- 

frudfuary 
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Trudluary  poffeffion  of  the  land 
to  anfwer  his  purpofe  without 
rent.  By  thefe,  and  the  like 
exertions  of  good  hufbandry, 
fuch  ample  ffrides  are  making 
towards  improvement,  that  this 
parifh  will  Ihortly  exhibit  an 
appearance  of  the  greateff  fer¬ 
tility,  and  leave  not  the  final  left 
room  for  reproach,  either  as  to 
want  of  induftry,  or  want  of 
judgment.  In  farms  of  the 
above  defcription,  where  every 
thing  is  facrificed  to  the  railing 
of  corn,  the  number  of  cattle 
reared  for  fale  is  too  inconfider- 
able  to  make  it  an  article  of  re¬ 
mark  or  calculation,  and  that  of 
fheep  ftill  more  fo.  Yet  forry 
am  I  to  fay,  that  the  grazing  fyf- 
tem  creeps  in  apace,  and  bids 
fair,  if  not  timely  checked,  to 
fupplant  tillage,  in  confequence 
of  a  pernicious  principle  of  mo¬ 
nopolizing  farms,  which  has  of 
late  diffufed  itfelf,  and  which  is 
already  felt  in  this  parifh,  where¬ 
by  the  county  all  times  a  melan¬ 
choly  air,  (for  of  thofe  by  holds 
only  the  fields  are  inhabited]  the 
genius  of  hofpitality  is  exiled, 
the  labourer  wants  employ,  and 
muff  fhortly  want  bread. 

The  land  belonging  to  this,  as 
to  all  the  other  townfhips  in  the 
upper  part  of  this  county,  for¬ 
merly  lying  in  narrow  Hangs  un- 
incloled,  from  harveft  time  till 
lady-day,  grazed  in  common  *, 
and  for  the  other  part  of  the 
year,  a  fubjedl  of  daily  litigation, 
from  a  mutually  accommodating 
difpofition  of  the  different  pro- 
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prietors  to  exchange,  has  been  of 
late  years  thrown  into  larger 
divifions  and  fenced,  fo  that  good 
arable  and  common  pafture  land, 
in  fuch  fituation,  will  fetch  40s. 
per  acre,  and  meadow  land,  as 
much  as  four  pounds.  The  value 
of  the  former,  of  which,  on  an 
average,  the  parifh  through,  may 
be  fixed  at  iL  10s,  and  the 
latter  at  3/.  3 s. 

Obvious  as  is  the  convenience 
and  advantage  of  good  roads, 
to  the  tenant  as  well  as  the 
landlord,  the  man  of  bufinefs  as 
well  as  the  man  of  pleafure;  yet 
fuch  was  the  hereditary  preju¬ 
dice  that  prevailed  amongff  the 
people  of  this  country  againff 
turnpikes,  that  rather  than  open 
their  eyes,  and  furrender  to  con- 
vidfion,  they  patiently  groaned 
under  a  mifery  they  could  not 
fubmit  to  be  relieved  from,  and 
were  content,  winter  after  win¬ 
ter,  to  pump  their  way  through 
miles  of  ffiff  bog,  and  wade  al- 
moft  impaffable  fords,  always 
to  their  great  hindrance,  and  of¬ 
ten  at  the  peril  of  their  lives  : 
and  it  was  not  till  within  , thefe 
four  years,  that,  to  redrefs  this 
intolerable  evil,  an  adi  was  ob¬ 
tained,  though  not  without  much 
murmuring  and  oppofition,  for 
the  purpofe  of  opening  a  road 
to  connedi  the  town  of  Fifhguard 
with  Cardigan  on  one  fide,  and 
with  Haver  ford  weft  on  the  other, 
fubjedling  the  prejudiced  mur- 
murers  to  a  tax  not  very  pala¬ 
table  at  firfl,  but  now  molt 
cheerfully  acquiefced  in  by  all, 


*  This,  in  old  writings,  was  called  rediual  time,  a  term  the  etymology  of  wh'ch  I 
have  never  been  able  to  difeover,  hut  on  which  perhaps  tome  of  your  ingenious  anti¬ 
quarian  correfpondenis  may  be  able  to  g  ve  a  fatisfadory  fo.lution« 


even 
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even  the  mod  inveterate  Anti- 
turnpikeifts,  who  are  at  laft  con¬ 
vinced,  by  experience,  of  the  in¬ 
finite  comfort  and  utility  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  communication  between 
place  and  place  fo  cheaply  faci¬ 
litated. 

“  The  price  of  labour  here 
bears  no  proportion  to  the  ad¬ 
vance  which  all  the  neceflarics 
of  life  have  of  late  experienced, 
for  even  thefe  two  laft  years  the 
rate  has  continued  the  fame;  fix- 
pence  a  day  to  a  labourer  and  his 
meat,  and  one  (hilling  only  in 
fummer  on  his  own  finding,  and 
lefs  in  the  (horteft  days.  Car¬ 
penters  and  mafoqs  have  one 
(billing  and  four-pence  per  day 
on  their  own  finding.  The 
wages  of  a  head-ploughman  is 
about  five  pounds  per  annum, 
and  of  a  dairy-maid  two  pounds 
ten  (hillings.” 

“  The  common  appurtenant 
to  this  parifti  is  very  mconfider- 
able  for  the  fize  of  it,  and  lies, 
all  that  is  in  that  divifion  of  it,  to 
the  weftward  of  the  river;  hut 
it  would  be  infinitely  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  parifh  were  there 
none;  for  {mail  as  it  is,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  commodious  fitua- 
tion  furrounding  the  town,  it 
proves  an  inducement  to  vaga¬ 
bonds  to  obtrude  themfelves. — 
Here  a  few  fheep,  to  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  neighbouring  hedges, 
ramble  to  pick  up  a  fcanty  fub- 
fiftence,  and  fome  miferable 
horfes  find  hunger  and  eafe  in 

o 

the  day  time,  or  feed  only  on 
the  certain  profpeft  of  being  in¬ 
troduced  into  better  pafture  in 
the  night  tirhe.  to  the  vaft  detri¬ 
ment  of  the  adjacent  fields  and 
meadows,  unlefs  they  happen  to 


be  employed  in  fmuggling,  But 
the  era  is  approaching,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  will  annihilate  all  com¬ 
mons,  and  give  them  exiftence 
in  a  more  profitable  form.” 

The  fuel  principally  ufed  here 
is  Culm,  which  is  brought  from 
Milford-Haven  and  Bridefbay, 
the  price  of  which,  within  thefe 
few  years,  is  much  encreafed, 
owing  to  the  repeated  advances 
it  has  experienced,  in  common 
with  other  neceffaries  of  life, 
and  the  additional  duties  and 
charges  it  has  been  made  fubjeft 
to.  Yet  confi dering  its  general 
ufefulnefs  and  durability,  it  ftill 
may  be  efteemed  a  cheap  firing, 
as  it  (lands  a  man,  on  air  average, 
brought  home  to  his  door,  no 
more  than  one  (hilling  and  ten- 
pence  per  barrel ;  a  fum,  which 
the  making,  that  is  the  reducing 
it  into  compoft  with  clay,  may 
raife  to  two  (hillings  and  a  penny. 
In  commendation  of  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  this  fpecies  of  fuel,  too 
much  Cannot  be  faid,  particularly 
as  not  produftive  of  fmoke  fpr 
culinary  purpofes,  the  malthouje 
and  the  laundry.  Nor  does  it 
require  that  conftant  pabulum 
which  other  fires  do,  as,  made 
up  in  the  morning,  it  is  known 
to  endure  a  whole  day  without 
renovation;  and,  befides,  like  the 
veftal  fire,  is  never  extinguifhed ; 
for  at  bed-time  it  is  plaiftered 
over  with  what  is  called  a  Jlum- 
ming  of  the  fame,  on  which  it 
feeds,  and  being  only  ftirred  up 
in  the  morning,  is,  in  a  moment, 
equal  to  any  exigency  that  may 
arife;  fo  that  the  bufmefs  of  the 
kitchen,  the  parlour,  the  dref- 
fing-room,  the  ftudy,  or  the 
couming-houfe,  may  go  on  at 

any 
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any  hour  without  the  fmalleft 
impediment  or  delay,  which  all 
other  tuel  is  liable  to  occafion. 
In  addition  to  this,  there  is  like- 
wife  an  occafional  fupply  ol  a 
molt  excellent  run  coal  from 


Liverpool,  fuperior,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  to  that  ufed  in  London 
from  Newcaflle,  which  fells  from 
three  fhillings,  to  three  (hillings 
and  four-pence  per  barrel. 


ARTS,  MANUFACTORIES,  &c. 


In  a  place  fo  well  Situated  in 
every  refpect,  and  fo  well  cir- 
cumltanced  as  Fifh guard,  it  is 
much  to  be  lamented,  that  no 
manufactory  has  ever  been  fet 
on  loot,  were  it  only  for  the 
tendency  it  would  unavoidably 
have  to  prevent  idlenefs  and  its 
infeparable  evils,  and  diffemi- 
nate  a  fpirit  of  induftry,  to  fav 
nothing  of  the  gain  that  would 
otherwife  refult  from  it,  efpe- 
cially  when  there  is  fo  Uniting 
an  inltance  of  its  good  effeCts  on 
one  ol  the  molt  fteril  diftriCts  in 
the  whole  principality,  a  coun¬ 
try  labouring  under  every  dis¬ 
advantage  that  this  is  free  from, 
namely  Merionethfhire ;  yet  fo 
immenfe  is  the  wealth  that  flows 
into  that  county  from  the  wool¬ 
len  manufactory,  and  fuch  are 
the  confequences  derived  from 
it,  that  thofe  bleak  mountains 
are  now  brought  on  a  level  in 
point  of  value  with  the  banks  of 
the  Wye  or  the  Severn;  farms 
are  no  where  higher  fett,  or 
rents  better  paid.  It  is  hardly 
to  be  credited,  but  I  am  told,  that 
in  the  town  ol  Dolgelley  alone, 
no  lefs  than  from  fifty,  to  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  is  an¬ 
nually  returned  in  the  article 


of  coarfe  webs  for  Soldiers* 
cloathing;  and  a  perfon  there, 

mav  have  a  bill  on  London  for 

✓ 

one  hundred  pounds,  or  a  much 
greater  Sum,  at  the  fhorteft  no- 
tice,  whereas  at  Fifhguard  (I  will 
not  go  fo  far  as  a  certain  tour 
writer,  who  in  a  wanton  defi¬ 
ance  ol  truth  and  common  fenfe, 
alferted,  that  at  Haverfordweft 
they  knew  not  what  a  bank-bill 
was)  it  is  with  the  greatefi  diffi¬ 
culty  one  can  get  a  bank-note 
for  ten  pounds,  or  a  bill  to  that 
amount,  on  London  or  Briftol, 
for  caffi,  or  vice  verfa, ,  caffi  for 
a  note  or  bill  of  that  value:  — 
A  cenfure  it  would  no  longer  be 
expofed  to,  were  it  once  to  enter 
the  lifls  of  manufaCfure,  where 
a  variety  of  favourable  circum- 
Ifances  would  confpire  to  place 
it  beyond  a  formidable  rivallhip, 
and  enfure  it  the  palm.  The 
advantages  it  poffefles  over  Dol¬ 
gelley  or  any  part  of  Merioneth¬ 
fhire,  are  too  many  and  too 
ftriking  to  efcape  a  perfon  of  the 
leaf!  observation,  at<all  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  both  countries;  but  to 
enumerate  a  few,  houfe  rent  here 
is  infinitely  lower,  firing  cheaper 
and  more  certain,  ^for  a  turf 
harveft  is  a  very  precarious  one) 

labour 
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labour  more  reafonable,  the  la¬ 
bourers  not  To  few,  and  provifion 
not  fo  dear;  advantages  that  rnuft 
deltroy  competition,  fecure  a  fu- 
penority,  and  enable  it  to  con- 
troul  the  market.  The  expence 
alfo  of  land  carriage  here  would 
be  faved,  an  expence  which  falls 
heavy  on  the  manufadurers  of 
the  North,  who  convey  moft  of 
their  commodities  on  horfeback, 
and  the  waggons,  to  Shrewsbury 
and  Chefler.  The  port  at  Fifh- 
guard  is  commodious  and  fafe  for 
Shipping  in  all  feafons,  offering 
a  more  eligible  conveyance  for 
its  produce  to  the  heft  marts, 
which  could  not  fail  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  regular  trade  with  Lon¬ 
don,  and  fet  that,  which  now 
exifts  with  Briftol,  on  a  much 
more  lucrative  and  extenfive 
footing;  but  above  all,  to  beget 
a  fpirit  of  enterprize,  which  is 
the  foul  of  commerce.  To  the 
woollen  manufacture,  as  to  many 
others, no  my  Irenes  belong,  which 
muff  be  previoufty  communi¬ 
cated,  difficult  and  tedious  to  ac- 
quire.  ’Tis  the  fame  prepara¬ 
tion  of  wool,  the  fame  fpinning, 

.  weaving,  and  fulling,  now  em¬ 
ployed  here,  on  the  articles 


wrought  for  home  confumption, 
but  on  a  larger  feale.  Every 
young  girl  can  fpin,  the  weaver 
is  ready  at  his  loom,  and  his 
craft  is  foon  propagated,  and 
the  fulling-mill, for  want  of  work, 
now  luffered  to  fall  into  decay, 
is  quickly  repaired,  and,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  progrels  of  the 
manufacture,  would  rife  into  de¬ 
mand,  and  would,  in  a  very 
floor  t  time,  become  more  valuable 
property  than  any  other  fort  of 
mill,  though  twice  as  expenfive. 
The  patriot  and  the  philanthrop- 
ift  muft  exult  to  contemplate  the 
ideal  profpeCt  of  a  meafure  on 
which  fuch  numerous  bleffings 
would  unavoidably  be  entailed; 
for  what  higher  luxury  can  a 
rational  mind  be  capable  of,  than 
to  fee  the  crowded  hive  without 
a  drone,  when  each  individual, 
feeling  his  relation  to  the  whole, 
is  aCtive  at  his  poll,  and  joining 
the  buz  of  induftry  for  the  com¬ 
mon  good;  and  to  refied,  that 
whilft  all  perfons  of  either  fex, 
above  the  age  of  nine,  may  be 
ufefully  occupied  to  earn  the 
bread  they  eat,  there  need  be 
no  poverty,  no  complaining  in 
our  ftreets. 


gggt 


TRADE,  COMMERCE,  &c. 


I  HAVE  hitherto  confidered 
the  parifb  of  Fifhguard  at  large, 
but  this  head  will  confine  my 
obfervations  to  the  town  and  the 
port  which,  as  it  is  a  1  moft  the 
only  one  from  the  Merfey  to 
the  Severn,  whofe  entrance  is 
bold  and  fafe,  not  obilructed  by 


(hoals  or  fhifting  fands  called 
bars,  has  proved  to  be  an  objeCfc 
of  national  attention,  not  with¬ 
out  the  jufteft  claim;  for  five 
years  ago,  Mr,  Spence,  an 
engineer  from  the  board  of 
Admiralty,  was  fent  down  to 
take  a  furvey  of  the  bay  and  har- 
;  hour 
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hour  of  Fifhguard,  and  to  make 
an  ediinate  of  the  expence  of 
building  a  pier  there,  which  had 
been  fuggeded  as  a  means  of  en- 
furing  confiderable  proteftion  to 
the  trade  of  the  Irifh  channel, 
and  much  approved  of,  particu¬ 
larly  by  the  Dublin  and  Liver¬ 
pool  merchants,  and  the  mailers 
of  the  Milford  packets ;  but  the 
importance  and  practicability  of 
which  may  be  bell  gathered  from 
the  following  abdraft  of  Mr. 
Spence's  report :  “  Was  there 
a  proper  pier  at  Fifhguard,  all 
fhips  in  the  fouth  part  ol  the 
Irifh  channel,  when  forced  by 
gales  of  foutherly  or  wederly 
winds  to  bear  a -way  for  a  har¬ 
bour,  might  fafely  run  for  Fifh¬ 
guard  Road,  when  they  cannot 
fetch  into  Milford  Haven,  in 
preference  to  any  other  place  ; 
becaufe  Fifhguard- road  lies  with¬ 
in  the  Irifh  channel,  and  is  the 
next  northermoll  place  oi  faiety 
to  Milford,  and  of  courfe  the 
neared  road  for  drips  outward 
bound,  who  cannot  get  round  St. 
David’s  head,  and  the  Smalls ; 
nor  is  there  any  place  befides 
that  large  veflels  can  fafely  run 
for,  except  Studwall’s-road, 
which  is  17  leagues  farther  to 
the  Northward  or  to  Leeward. 
Fifhguard-road  too  is  Iheltered 
from  Southerly  and  S.  E.  winds, 
whereas  StudwalFs-road  is  not ; 
and  Ihould  the  wind  fuddenly 
fhift  to  the  North  Eadward,  fo  as 
to  make  their  lying  in  the  Bay 
dangerous,  they  have  only  to 
run  into  the  propofed  pier  at 
Fifh guard,  where  they  will  be 
fafe  from  all  winds  and  weather. 
The  extent  of  Fifhguard  Bay, 
from  Ead  to  Wed,  is  about  three 


miles,  and  from  North  to  South, 
about  one  mile  and  three  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  the  general  depth  of 
water  is  from  30  to  70  feet,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  didance  from  the 
dtore,  which  is  bold  nearly  all 
round.  The  quality  of  the  bot¬ 
tom  all  over  the  bay  is  fand 
mixed  with  mud,  a  little  below 
the  furface  which  holds  well. 
It  may  be  laid  of  Fifhguard  Bay 
in  genera],  that  fhips  of  the 
larged  fize  may  anchor  in  all 
parts  of  it,  with  fouth  ead 
foutherly  and  wederly  winds  in 
perfeCf  fafety.  The  road  in  ge¬ 
neral  may  contain  above  a  hun¬ 
dred  fail  of  veffeis  large  and 
fmall,  fheltered  from  all  winds, 
except  N.  N.  W.  to  N.  E.  ;  and 
I  am  well  informed,  that  all  the 
velfels,  to  the  amount  of  17, 
which  have  been  lod  on  this 
coad  within  thefe  20  i  years, 
might  have  been  faved,  had  there 
been  a  proper  pier  at  Fifhguard 
to  receive  and  fhelter  them.  The 
harbour  of  Fifhguard  is  of  an 
irregular  form,  but  capacious 
and  eafy  of  accefs,  having  nei¬ 
ther  rock  nor  bar  at  its  entry, 
which  is  about  1160  feet  wide, 
and  in  length  about  2400.  From 
an  attentive  view  of  this  har¬ 
bour  and  its  vicinity  to  the  road, 
it  would  feem,  as  if  nature  had 
defigned  it  as  an  afylum  to  Ihips 
in  didrefs  there  ;  but  points  out 
the  necedity  of  a  pier,  the 
fcheme  of  which  now  lubmitted 
to  your  Lordfhips,  appears  t.o  me 
well  adapted  to  render  Fifhguard 
a  fafe  and  commodious  harbour 
for  the  larged  merchant  fhips 
which  now  ufe  the  Irifh  chan¬ 
nel,  and  capable  of  containing 
fome  hundred  fail  of  vedels, 

large 
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large  and  {mail.”  Mr.  Spence 
ellimated  the  total  charge  of 
fo  ufeful  an  undertaking  at 
14,785k  18s.  3d.  The  want  of 
fucli  an  improvement  to  Fifh- 
guard,  greatly  reftri'&s  the  num¬ 
ber  of  its  {hipping  as  well  as 
tonnage  ;  yet  there  are  at  p re¬ 
lent  belonging  to  it  not  lefs  than 
from  23  to  30  veffels,  of  20  to  50 
tons;  and  25  from  50  to  100,  or 
110  tons,  befides  feveral  on  the 
Ifocks.  The  principal  exports 
are  oats  and  butter,  of  the  former 
of  which  about  96,000  Winchel- 
ters  are  annually  dripped  off, 
and  of  the  latter  about  1000 
cafks,  the  nett  weight,  of  each 
cafk  being  74  lb.  There  are  ex- 
ten  five  quarries  of  an  excellent 
date  in  this  and  the  adjoining 
parifh,  molt  conveniently  fitu- 
ated  near  the  water  edge,  which 
better  managed,  would  admit  of 
being  made  an  article  of  much 
greater  demand  as  well  as  profit; 
but  of  late  they  are  not  worked  to 
half  the  advantage  they  wereufed 
tobe,  for  reafons, perhaps,  which 
on  the  dightefl  invelligation, 
might  eafily  be  obviated.  The 
imports  are  drop  goods  from  Brif- 
tol,  culm,  coal,  lime,  and  timber. 

A  general  fidrery  carried  on 
here  to  the  extent  it  is  ca¬ 
pable  of,  could  not  fail  to  be 
productive  of  the  greatefl  advan¬ 
tages,  as  this  bay  has  been  pro- 

Q  '  ■>  A 

nounced  by  experienced  dfher- 
men  from  Liverpool,  who  at 
times  in  dimmer  have  ftretched 
fo  far,  and  have  returned  laden 
with  turbot,  John  Dory,  and 
other  fifh  of  the  choice!!  kind,  to 
be  equal,  if  not  fuperior  for  its 
fidring  banks  to  any  place  from 
Scotlandyo  the  Land’s  End  ;  yet, 


the  inhabitants  of  Fifhguard; 
notwithflanding  every  argument 
has  been  enforced,  and  encou¬ 
ragement  offered  to  fix  their  at¬ 
tention  to  this  objedf,  deaf  and 
imprafticable  as  the  rocks  that 
guard  their  fhores,  or  the  waves 
that  dadr  against  theta,  can  never 
be  brought  to  accede  to  a  plan 
which  will  call  for  the  ufe  of 
trowls,  trammels,  or  the  like 
nets  which  fweep  and  drag  the 
bottom,  and  give  up  prejudices 
in  which  they  are  countenanced 
and  protebled  by  fome  obfolete 
though  unrepealed  ftatutes,  for¬ 
bidding  the  ufe  of  nets  of  the 
above  defcription,  within  certain 
diflances  of  places,  where  her¬ 
rings  are  ufualiy  taken,  and 
framed  on  a  fuppodtion  that 
fucli  pratlices  were  deftruftive 
to  the  beds  of  the  young  fry  of 
that  fifh  ;  a  fuppodtion  founded 
on  a  perfef!  ignorance  of  natu¬ 
ral  hi  dory.  In  fhort,  inadequate 
as  the  means  may  be  to  the  end 
propofed,  every  thing  is  made 
to  bend  to  this  abfurd  idea  of 
cherifhing  the  herring  dfhery, 
which  for  fome  years  has  been 
much  on  the  decline,  nothing 
like  the  quantities  being  now 
taken  to  what  formerly  wmre, 
and  feldom  any  cured  for  expor¬ 
tation;  their  greatefl  capture  of 
late  being  infufhcient  to  anfwer 
the  demand  of  the  country  for 
that  article,  which,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  potatoes,  conflitutes 
the  principal  food  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people.  There  are 
17  boats  employed  in  this  dfhery, 
which  begins  about  the  latter 
end  of  harvefl,  and  continues 
till  Chriftmas,  the  appearance  of 
a  bugle  herring  operating  fo  as 
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to  abforb  every  other  attention, 
and  induce  therti  not  to  deleft. 
The  falmon  fifhery  at  Fifhguard 
might  be  turned  to  much  greater 
account  than  it  is,  was  it  to  be¬ 
gin  as  early  as  it  does  at  New¬ 
port,  St.  Dogmaels,  and  other 
places  on  the  coaft,  who  by  that 
means  get  the  ftart  ot  the  market 
and  the  feafon  when  the  price  is 
high,  whereas  here,  it  is  never 
attempted  till  about  the  fir  ft 
week  in  July,  when  the  fifh  al- 
moft  leap  into  the  houfes  which 
fkirt  the  tide ;  a  fignal  moll  im¬ 
patiently  waited  for  by  the  fifh- 
ermen,  and  without  which  they 
think  it  ufelefs  and  almoft  pre- 
fumption  to  try,  who  conclude, 
that  till  it  be  given,  the  fifh  are 
either  not  come,  or  not  in  fea¬ 
fon  ;  not  confidering  that  they 
leap  at  flies,  which  feidom  make 
their  appearance  before  that 
time.  This  filhery  once  begun,  is 
carried  on  every  day,  till  its  ex¬ 
piration,  on  the  commencement 
of  that  of  herrings,  with  very  un¬ 
equal  fuccefs,  fome  hauls  being 
attended  with  none,  and  others 
with  a  capture  of  6c  or  100,  par¬ 
ticularly  about  the  latter  end  of 
Auguft,  when  the  falmon  taking 
advantage  of  the  frequent  frefhes, 
in  the  river,  and  impelled  by 
the  ftronp-  inftinfl  of  nature, 
croud  to  penetrate  it  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  depofiting  their  fpawn. 
The  average  price  is  2d.  per  lb. 
The  veffels  belonging  to  this 
port,  with  an  exception  to  a 
few  of  the  fmallefl  that  attend 
the  export  trade  to  Bnftol  ;  and 
the  importation  of  culm  and 
limeflone,  for  the  confumption 
of  Fifhguard  and  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  are  chiefly  employed  in 
carrying  coal  from  the  coaft  of 


Glamorgan,  Carmarthen,  and 
Milford,  to  Ireland,  and  feidom 
perfevere  in  keeping  the  fea  af¬ 
ter  the  autumnal  florins  have  fet 
in,  which  hnr'ry  them  to  dock, 
from  which  they  rarely  drop 
down  till  after  the  verra1  equi¬ 
nox,  with  the  falmon  fhed  pre¬ 
pared  to  expand  their  wings  with 
the  May  fly.  Fifhguard  may  be 
properly  divided  into  the  upper 
and  lower  town.  The  upper, 
fituated  on  a  confiderable  emi¬ 
nence  above  the  harbour,  con¬ 
tains  the  church,  market  place, 
principal  fhops,  inns,  &c.  The 
lower,  the  natural  appendage  to 
the  port,  occupies  the  eaflern 
fide  of  the  river,  and  following 

-  .  .  O 

the  courfe  of  it,  partly  in  a  fin- 
gle,  and  partly  in  a  double  row 
of  buildings,  oi  a  confiderable 
length,  extending  from  South  to 
North,  and  bounded  by  the 
pier,  poffeffes  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  fituation,  with  refpebfc 
to  trade,  and  continues  to  in- 
increafe  daily.  The  principal 
proprietors  of  the  upper  town 
are  John  Harries,  Gwynn 
Vaughan,  William  Knox,  and 

- Phelps,  Efqrs.  the  lower 

with  an  exception  to  the  mail 
only,  which  belongs,  to  Mr. 
Knox,  is  entirely  the  property 
of  Gwynn  V aughan,  Efq.  and 
Mr.  Fenton.  They  both  taken 
together,  with  regard  to  extent 
and  number  of  houfes,  amonmft 

.  .  o 

the  towns  of  this  country,  may 
be  ranked  next  to  Haverford- 
weft,  which  is  unqueftionably 
the  firft.  The  church  is  a  build¬ 
ing  oi  a  very  undignified  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  having  neither 
tower  nor  fpire,  makes  no  very 
confpicuous  figure.  It  is-,  a  dif- 
graceful  reflection  (and  there 

are 
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are  but  few  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom  but  what,  more  or  lefs,  are 
involved  in  the  cenfure),  that 
the  houfe  of  God  is  found  and 
fuffered  to  be  the  worft  and  the 
moft  uncomfortable  houfe  in 
theparifh  !  The  ftile  of  building 
here  in  general  is  iftonotonous, 
and  rather  mean,  a  fervile  model 
having  long  obtained,  from  which 
it  was  almoft  treafon  to  depart  in 
the  leaf!,  and  which  till  of  late 
years,  fcarce  ever  any  man  at¬ 
tempted  to  do ;  and  even  now 
there  are  but  two  or  three  houfes, 
a  bold  exception  to  the  con- 
tra&ednefs  of  the  prevailing 
ialhiom  This  may  be  afcribed, 
in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  foil,  having  unad- 
vifedly  lett  it  on  building  leafes, 
either  to  people  of  no  fubftance, 
or  not  fubjefcl  to  certain  condi- 
-  lions,  as  to  dimenfions  of  the 
.edifice,  the  quantity  of  lime  to 
be  ufed  on  it,  and  the  fize  of  the 
timber,  See.  Thole  leafes  were 
fir  ft  granted  about  30  years  ago, 
for  three  lives,  referving  a  rent 
of  fixpence  a  year,  which  foon 
experienced  a  progreffive  ad¬ 
vance  from  2s.  6d.  to  ios.  6d. 
fixing  at  that  point  for  fome 
years  ;  but  now  fo  great  is  the  de¬ 
mand  for  a  fituation  111  the  lower 
town  particularly,  that  a  more 
refpeCtable  competition  having- 
taken  place,  a  leafe  ol  that  fort 
of  a  fpot  there  only  large  enough 
to  build  a  middling  fized  houfe 
on,  with  a  very  fmall  garden, 
cannot  be  obtained  for  lefs  than 
from  1!.  3s.  toil.  10s.  per.  ann. 
and  the  houfes  in  proportion  to 
the  increafing  rent,  improve  in 
the  quality.  The  town,  how¬ 
ever,  liable  to  many  objections 


in  point  of  building  and  regtl<* 
larity,  in  the  aggregate  looks 
well,  and  conveys  to  you  an  idea 
of  a  large  flourifhing  place  ;  and 
there  being  no  ruins,  or  any  an- 
tient  edifices  to  give  the  tone  of 
colouring,  which  call  for  an  af- 
fimilation  of  tints,  the  houfes 
annually  whitewafhed  as  they 
are  all  over,  roof  and  walls,  have 
a  prettier  appearance,  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  effeft,  than  I  recoiled!  pro¬ 
duced  in  any  other  place,  where 
the  fame  cleanly  cuftom  is  as  de¬ 
voutly  obferved,  efpecially  in 
the  lower  town  where  the  houfes, 
when  the  bafon  is  full,  look  like 
fo  many  fwans  towering  above 
the  waves.  TI16  ftreets,  if  ftreets 
they  may  be  called,  have  ever 
been  proverbially  bad;  for  we 
fay,  “  as  rough  as  Fifhguard- 
ftreets,”  and  “  from  Fifh guard- 
ftreets  and  Cardigan  -  ftreets, 
Good  Lord  deliver  us.”  Flow- 
ever  the  linen  of  Cardigan  may 
have  redeemed  its  charadler,  to 
the  ftreets  of  Fifhguard,  this  re¬ 
proach  attaches  as  ftrongly  as 
ever,  and  without  the  fhadow  of 
a  plea  for  having  continued  fo 
long  to  deferve  it,  as  the  ground 
is  a  flaty  rock,  difficult  to  cut* 
and  if  once  formed  everlafting, 
and  as  the  town,  though  it  lies 
fo  high,  has  fo  plentiful  a 
command  of  water,  with  fo  fine 
a  fall,  that,  if  required,  every 
ftreet  in  it  might  be  overflowed 
and  wafhed  every  day.  But  the 
aid  of  the  pick-ax  is  never  fo- 
licited,  and  dunghills  are  here 
held  in  fuch  high  veneration, 
that  lew  would  confent  to  a  pre¬ 
mature  removal  of  the  fragrant 
depofit,  in  which  the  fordid  ima¬ 
gination  anticipates  the  luxuri- 
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ancy  of  the  future  potatoe.  Of 
(hops  Fifhguard  has  a  competent 
number*  but  they  are  all  on  a 
petty  fcale,  and  fo  fcantiiy  pro¬ 
vided  with  commodities  of  the 
moh  general  requifition,  that 
long  before  the  revolution  of  the 
annual  Brihol  lair,  which  fup- 
plies  them,  the  demands  of  the 
commonefl  fort  cannot  be  fatis- 
fied,  which  fubje&s  many  of  the 
firh  families  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  to  transfer  their  cuhora  to 
Haverfordweh ;  whofe  (hops 
tempt  them  not  only  with  greater 
variety,  but  alfo  with  greater 
cheapnefs,  for  no  good  reafon 
that  can  be  affigned,  as  the  deal¬ 
ers  of  both  towns  buy  at  the 
fame  market,  and  on  the  fame 
terms;  and  in  favour  of  Fifh¬ 
guard,  houfe-rent  is  much  lower, 
the  freight  not  fo  high,  and  the 
conveyance  lefs  tedious.  Ale* 
houfes  here  are  unhappily  too 
numerous,  but  of.  the  few  that 
form  pretenfions  to  the  rank  of 
inns,  not  one  has  a  tolerable 
title  to  the  name,  being  all 
equally  deficient  in  accommoda¬ 
tions  and  attendance.  An  old  fu- 
perannuated  mariner  is  for  the 
moll  part  the  innkeeper,  where 
he  is  literally  out  of  his  element, 
a  mere  filh  out  of  water,  with 
barely  Englifn  enough  to  make 
himfeli  intelligible,  or  learning 
to  chalk  his  charge  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  table  where  his  guefts 
have  dined,  as  he  would  a  coal 
tally  on  the  binnacle  of  his  vef- 
fel  ;  and  neither  of  the  'inns 
has  a  wine  licence.  Not  only  an 
account  of  whatever  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  contribute  to  the  wealth, 
the  convenience,  and  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  place,  or  to  their 


fecurity  or  continuance  when 
produced,  but  every  fuggeffion 
of  exifting  defeffs  or  inconve¬ 
niences  and  probable  advantages 
will  naturally  fall  under  this  head. 

Some  time  before  the  clofe 
of  the  American  war,  in  con- 
fequence  of  repeated  alarms 
from  piratical  vifitots,  one  of 
which  exadfed  a  heavy  ranfom 
for  feveral  veffels  then  lying  in 
the  anchoring  place,  by  found 
of  canon,  loudly  proclaiming 
its  menaces  to  lay  the  town  un¬ 
der  contribution,  if  not  in  afhes, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
a  fort  mounted  with  a  battery, 
was  eredfed,  at  the  expence  of 
the  late  Sir  Hugh  Owen,  Bart, 
but  fmce  the  commencement  of 
this  war,  it  has  become  fo  far  an 
objefifc  of  national  notice,  that  a 
governor  has  been  appointed, 
who  is  Gwynn  Vaughan,  Efq; 
on  whofe  property  it  Viands,  but 
on  what  ehablifhment,  and  with 
what  powers,  I  am  unable  to  fay, 
but  it  is  doubted,  with  powers 
not  fu-fficiently  adequate  to  the 
provifion  and  defence  of  a  place 
fo  eafy  of  approach,  and  which 
might  be  made  a  ferious  inlet  to 
invafion ;  but  be  the  internal 
hate  of  the  garrifon  what  it  may, 
without,  there  is  nothing  to  juf- 
tify  a  fufpicion  of  its  incompe* 
tency.  The  governor  himfelf 
gives  conffant  attendance,  mat* 
troffes  have  been  fent  down  by 
government  to  do  duty  and  in- 
ffrucf  others  in  the  ufe  of  artil¬ 
lery,  and  the  miniffers  of  death 
make  formidable  fhew  with  their* 
iron  mouths  ever  open  and  well* 
dire&ed,  proving  ever  and  anon 
on  a  royal  birth-day,  the  flrength 
of  their  lungs,  whilh  the  hand- 
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ard  of  England  flies  above,  which 
I  hope  will  never  be  unfurled 
without  ftriking  terror  to  her 
enemies,  and  guaranteeing  the 
protection  of  her  fubje&s.  There 
has  likewife  been  a  corps  of  vo¬ 
lunteer  fencibles  railed  here, 
confifting  of  the  flower  of  the 
young  farmers  and  yeomen  of 
the  neighbourhood,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Knox,  and 
diflributed  between  the  filler 
towns  of  Newport  andFifhguard, 
capable  of  co-operation  at  a  fhort 
notice,  who,  for  appearance,  re- 
fpe&ability,  and  difcipline,  may 
rank  with  any  corps  of  the  fame 
defcription  in  the  kingdom,  and 
who,  in  two  or  three  inflances, 
have  been  of  fignal  fervice  in 
diflipating  alarm,  and  preferring 
order.  The  fpeedy  and  fafe  con¬ 
veyance  of  letters  is  one  of  the 
firfl  objects  in  a  commercial 
town,  a  convenience  unknown 
to  this,  ’till  within  thefe  two 
years,  by  the  fpirited  exertion 
of  Mr.  Knox,  a  regular  poft- 
office  was  eflablifhed,  an  accom¬ 
modation  which  cannot  be  fuf- 
ficiently  eflimated,and  for  which 
Fiffi guard  and  its  vicinity  fhould 
confider  themfelves  highly  in¬ 
debted.  The  diflance  of  this 
place  from  thecuftom-houfe,  has 
long  been  a  fubjeCt  of  very  juft 
complaint,  which  is  now  held  at 
Cardigan,  a  place  eighteen  miles 
off,  which  cannot  boaft  of  half 
the  trade  or  the  fhipping  that 
appertains  to  Fifhguard,  and  is 
liable  to  another  very  material 
objection,  that  it  is  not  even  cen¬ 
trally  fituated  with  reference  to 
the  traffic  within  its  collection, 
which  extends  from  St.  David’s 
head  on  the  Weft,  to  Aberporth 


on  the  Eaft,  having  to  the  eaft> 
ward  nothing  but  Aberporth,  the 
receptacle  of  a  few  limeftone 
boats,  and  a  place  of  infamous 
notoriety.  The  New  Quay, 
which  affords  occafional  ffielter 
to  certain  veffels,  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  defrauding 
the  revenue,  and  injuring  and 
beggaring  the  country,  by  drain¬ 
ing  it  of  its  health  and  wealth, 
to  the  enriching  of  our  foes,  in 
exchange  for  liquid  poifon. — 
Whereas  Fifhguard,  with  an  ex¬ 
ception  only  to  thofe  inconfider- 
able  or  unwholefome  branches 
to  the  eaftward  of  the  prefent 
Cuftom-Houfe,  lies  nearly  cen¬ 
tral,  and  does  more  bufinefs  than 
Cardigan,  and  all  its  other  mem¬ 
bers  put  together,  fituation  and 
confequence  uniting  to  point  it 
out  as  the  proper  feat  for  an 
office,  which  originating  in  trade, 
and  conftituted  to  regulate  it, 
fhould  follow  its  current,  where- 
ever  it  may  fet.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  Mr.  Knox,  who  has 
condefcended  already  on  feveral 
occafions  to  intereft  himfelf  in 
behalf  of  this  place,  with  no  lefs 
zeal  than  effeCt,  may  be  induced 
to  take  fteps  for  the  redreffing 
an  evil  of  fuch  magnitude,  and 
that  neither  antient  ufage,  in 
oppofition  to  faCt  and  found  po¬ 
licy,  nor  parliamentary  influence 
mifapplied,  may  be  able  to  defeat 
his  liberal  endeavors.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  what  this  is  the 
propereft  place  likewife  for  the 
falt-office,  in  the  heart  of  that 
illicit  traffic,  it  was  meant  to 
overawe,  and  not  at  Flaverford- 
weft,  where  it  is  now  kept,  and 
the  collector  refides  without  any 
reference  to  the  caufe  of  its  ori- 
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gin  and  continuance  there,  name¬ 
ly  a  great  falt-work  at  Nayland, 
in  Milford-Haven ;  but  that 
having  been  dropped  many  years 
ago,  and  the  caufe  no  longer  ex- 
ifling,  it  might  not  be  unworthy 
the  attention  of  that  board  to  en¬ 
quire  if  their  office  ought  to  re¬ 
main  where  it  now  is,  or,  if 
removed,  whether  it  could  be 
placed  any  where  with  more  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  revenue,  than  at 
Fiffiguard.  The  want  of  a  mar- 
ket-houfe,  if  in  any  other  mar¬ 
ket  of  equal  refort,  where  fo 
much  corn  particularly  is  fold, 
fuch  a  want  can  exifl  is  no 
where  more  feverely  felt,  yet, 
though  felt  and  acknowledged 
for  many  years,  not  a  fingle  ef¬ 
fort  was  ever  made  to  remedy 
it,  till  Mr.  Knox  lately  obtained 
a  patent  for  holding  a  market  at 
Fiffiguard,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  ere£ling  a  market- 
houfe,  to  include  ffiambles 
and  cellars  for  lodging  the  corn 
that  may  happen  to  be  unfold 
in,  &c.  is,  I  hear,  in  contempla¬ 
tion;  in  the  near  profpedt  of 
which  the  country  has  great 
reafon  to  congratulate  itfelf. — 
The  facks  of  grain  at  prefent  are 
expofed  to  fale  without  a  cover¬ 
ing,  in  a  bleak  expofure;  and 
the  butchers  make  their  dif- 
play  very  unconnedledly  at  the 
doors  of  fuch  public  houfes  as 
find  it  their  interefl  to  furniffi  a 
few  crooks,  or  in  a  moll  un- 
feemly  manner  along  the  church¬ 
yard  wall.  The  fame  irregula¬ 
rity  in  weights  and  meafures 
prevails  here,  and  all  over  this 
country,  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  No  two  places  are 
governed  by  the  fame  flandard, 


and  neither  by  the  legal  one. — - 
That  which  has  obtained  here 
for  meafuring  corn  is  called  a 
flrike,  confiflingof  fixteen  quarts. 
Many  have  been  the  attempts, 
at  different  times,  to  introduce, 
nay  to  enforce  the  Winton  mea- 
fure,  but  in  vain.  The  Hydra¬ 
headed  prejudice  was  too  power¬ 
ful!  Neither  the  perfuafive  lan¬ 
guage  of  reafon  or  moderation, 
nor  the  harffier  tone  of  authority 
availed.  The  clerk  of  the  mar¬ 
ket,  with  his  nicely  trimmed 
meaiure,  was  infulted,  the  ma- 
giffrate  defied,  and  the  old  here¬ 
ditary  flrike  was  feen  to  triumph 
over  the  ufurping  Winchefler. 
The  average  price  of  mutton  in 
Fiffiguard,  for  ten  years  paff, 
has  been  two-pence  farthing;  of 
beef,  two-pence  halfpenny  per 
pound;  but  to  pretend  to  reduce 
the  value  of  grain  to  a  fair  me¬ 
dium,  for  the  fame  length  of 
time,  would  be  impoffible,  as 
this  market,  fo  remarkable  in 
general  for  its  abundant  fupply 
of  corn,  and  in  the  average  efli- 
mate  of  the  kingdom,  confidered 
one  of  the  cheapefl,  has,  for  thefe 
two  years  paff,  experienced  fuch 
an  extreme  of  difference  as  was 
never  before  remembered,  either 
as  to  price  or  quantity ;  for  there 
have  been  known  feveral  fuc- 
ceffive  markets,  without  produc¬ 
ing  any,  from  which,  neverthe- 
lefs,  the  difappointed  have  re¬ 
tired  in  filent  anguiffi,  and,  tho’ 
flung  with  hunger,  the  mod: 
powerful  and  irrefiflable  princi¬ 
ple  in  nature,  without  betraying, 
to  their  credit  be  it  fpoken,  the 
fmallefl  difpofition  to  wreak  it 
on  the  authors  of  their  mifery, 
the  foreflalling  merchant,  and  the 
2  avaricious 
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avaricious  farmer,  by  whom, 
a  great  meafure,  the  melancholy 
fcarcity  was  occasioned,  or  with¬ 
out  even  permitting  their/  dif- 
trefies  to  find  a  tongue,  till  lately, 
at  a  time  of  impending  famine, 
in  confequence  of  thole  confe¬ 
derated  blood-fuckers  attempting 
to  whip  off  a  cargo  of  corn  and 
butter,  with  its  deftination  ftrong- 
iy  fufpeCfed,  a  number  of  the 
poor  labourers  and  peafants  of 
this  and  the  adjoining  parities, 
infiigated  by  aClual  want,  and 
the  unfatisfied  clamours  of  their 
children  and  families,  met  to  re- 
monftrate  in  the  molt  moving 
and  peaceable  manner  with  the 
enemies  of  their  fpecies,  who,  fo 
far  from  relenting,  have  not  only 
pronounced  the  meeting  tumul¬ 
tuary  and  riotous,  but,  by  the 
dint  of  the  moil  impudently. 


as  well  as  ignorantly  fabri¬ 
cated  affidavits,  are  labouring  to 
reprefent  the  conduft  of  the  ma- 
gillrates,  and  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  fencibles,  who  at¬ 
tended  mo  ft  humanely  on  the 
occafion,  from  a  wifh  to  mediate 
between  the  parties,  and  fatisfy 
both,  with  as  little  violence  as 
poffible  to  either,  fo  as  to  in¬ 
volve  them  in  a  charge  of  the 
fouleft  calumny,  faddle  them 
with  a  perfecution  (for  profecu- 
tion  is  too  mild  a  term)  and  fix 
a  ftigma  on  the  country.  In  a 
cafe  like  this,  where  the  voice 
of  nature  and  of  policy  calls 
fo*  loudly  for  it,  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  that  the  arm  of  ma- 
giftracy  was  not  ftrengthened  to 
be  an  over  match  for  fuch  har~ 
pies. 
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POPULATION,  CARE  OF  THE  POOR,  &c. 


There  are  few  diftrftfts  in 
the  whole  principality  where 
there  are  no  manufactures  more 
populous  than  this,  and  none  in 
which  there  is  lefs  provifion 
for  rendering  the  population  ufe- 
ful.  The  extent  of  the  pariffi 
is  about  four  miles  and  a  half  in 
length  from  eaft  to  weft,  and 
about  three  miles  in  breadth  from 
fouth  to  north.  The  number  of 
houfes  in  the  town  may  amount 
to  400,  and  of  the  inhabitants, 
allowing  five  to  each  family,  to 
2000.  In  the  other  part  of  the 
pariffi  may  be  reckoned  160 
houfes,  and  800  inhabitants. 
Church  regifters  have  been  fo 


Shamefully  negleCled  in  this 
country,  till  they  became  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  finance,  that  very  few 
parifhes  can  furnifh  one  twenty 
years  old,  or,  if  there  ftiould  by 
chance  be  any  older,  owing  to 
their  being  kept  without  care  in 
a  damp  church,  they  will  hardly 
admit  of  examination,  being  al- 
moft  rotten  and  illegible,  fo  that 
a  comparative  ftatement  of  the 
population  for  30  or  40  years 
back,  fo  as  to  afcertain  its  in- 
creafe  .or  decreafe,  cannot  be 
obtained.  Parochial  bufinefs 
is  managed  here  in  a  very  do- 
venly  manner  by  a  junto,  who 
claim  a  fort  of  hereditary  right 
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to  lead  the  parifh  by  the  nofe, 
a  jfet  of  people,  infolent  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  like  all  ufurpers,  yet.  in 
whofe  affumed  authority,  and 
unrefifted  decifions,  the  herd, 
who  are  either  too  ignorant  or 
too  indolent  to  put  things  on  a 
better  tooting,  tamely  acquiefce. 
But  lately  tome  gentlemen  of 
property  and  ability  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  interefted  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  place,,  were  at  fome 
pains  to  get  a  committee  of  vettry 
appointed,  of  which  they  con¬ 
descended  to  become  members, 
Sacrificing  their  time  and  exer¬ 
tions  to  the  with  of  reforming 
the  various  abufes  which  had 
crept  in  among  them,  and  were 
multiplying  every  day.  And 
though  it  was  an  Herculean  la¬ 
bour  thoroughly  to  cleanfe  this 
Augaean  Stable,  yet  there  was 
every  reafon  to  hope  that  it 
might  have  been  accomplifhed, 
it  the  old  faftion,  alarmed  at  the 
innovating  fyftem  which  threat¬ 
ened  to  annihilate  their  power 
^and  confequences,  had  not 
thrown  every  obftacle  in  the 
way  of  fo  laudable  a  defign. 
A  work  houfe  here  under  pro¬ 
per  regulations,  would  unques¬ 
tionably  prove  of  the  greateft 
benefit  in  contributing  to  reduce 
the  expences  of  the  poor,  the 
yearly  average  of  which,  for  ten 
years  pad  may  be  fixed  at  T90. 
No  charitable  effablifhments,  no 
funds  for  the  encouragement  of 
virtue  and  induftry,  no  plans  for 
promoting  ufeful  emulation  are 
known  here.  For  the  indiscri¬ 
minate  and  occafional  charity ; 
as  praftifed  here,  I  am  convinced 
that  there  is  not  one  infiance  in 
ten  where  it  is  well  applied,  and 
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that  it  rather  Serves  as  a  hot  bed 
for  impofiure.  That  a  place  So 
large,  So  thriving,  and  So  popu¬ 
lous,  Should  want  a  School,  is  a 
Sub j  eft  of  no  lefs  aftonifhment 
than  concern.  I  mean  a  School 
So  condufted  as  to  give  Some  aS~ 
Surance  of  permanence,  and  to 
induce  the  learned,  the  rich, 
and  the  liberal,  to  take  it  under 
their  patronage.  Schools  there 
are,  and  have  long  been,  for  the 
mere  purpoSe  of  infirufting  to 
write  and  read,  Set  up  by  igno¬ 
rant  pretenders,  who  maintain 
their  ground  perhaps  for  a  few 
months,  and  then  make  way 
for  SuccelSors  ftill  more  unequal 
to  the  undertaking.  In  a  town 
like  Fifhguard,  So  overrun  with 
children,  Some  of  whofe  pa¬ 
rents  were  unable  to  give  them 
an  education,  and  others  fcanda- 
loufly  indifferent  about  it,  who 
on  the  Sabbath,  had  never  been 
fubjeft  to  any  order  or  controul, 
the  neceffity  of  a  Sunday  School 
was  too  finking  to  every  man 
of  common  consideration  and  hu¬ 
manity,  to  efcape  a  gentleman  of 
Mr.  Knox’s  piety  and  fenfibility, 
who,  in  the  genuine  Spirit  of  a 
chriftian,  not  waiting  for  the 
lingering  produce  of  a  Subscrip¬ 
tion,  generoufly  inftituted  one 
at  his  own  expence,  under  pro¬ 
per  fuperintendants,  and  with¬ 
out  reftriftion  as  to  number  of 
, Scholars.  From  the  novelty  of 
Such  a  School,  and  on  account  of 
a  donation  of  books,  &c.  with 
which  this  its  opening  was  at¬ 
tended,  it  was  croudedly  reforted 
to,  but,  I  am  Sorry  to  learn,  that 
it  is  in  a  rapid  fiate  of  decline, 
and  is  likely  to  fall  fhort  of  the 
founder’s  benevolent  purpofes. 

Withiii 
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Within  thefe  few  years,  there 
have  been  two  amicable  foci- 
eties  eftablilhed  here  for  the 
means  of  fupplying  relief  to 
their  indigent  or  infirm  frater¬ 
nity,  nearly  on  the  fame  plan 
with  thofe,  in  almofl  every  town 


throughout  the  kingdom,  the 
advantages  of  which  are  fo  ob¬ 
vious,  and  fo  immediately  felt, 
that  they  are  likely  to  flourifn 
and  become  very  beneficial  to 
the  lower  orders  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES,  &o. 


The  church  of  Fifhguard, 
which  was  part  of  the  polfefiions 
of  the  abbey  of  St.  Dogmaels, 
and  granted  away  at  the  dif- 
folution  of  religious  houfes,  in 
the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  is  a 
vicarage  of  fuch  fmall  value, 
as  to  be  an  object  of  queen 
Anne’s  bounty,  by  which  it  has 
been  encreafed.  The  impro¬ 
priate  tithes  are  the  property  of 
Richard  Bowen,  Efq.  of  Manar- 
nawan,  a  manfion  which  takes 
its  name  from  the  adjoining  pa- 
rifh.  The  vicar  has  one  third 
of  the  great  and  fmall  tithes  of 
that  part  of  the  parifh,  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river,  and  the 
impropriator  the  other  two,  but 
of  the  hamlet  of  Capel  Llanihan- 
gel  to  the  eaftward  of  the  river, 
both  the  great  and  fmall  tithes, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  herrings  and 
other  fifh,  belong  to  the  impro- 
riator  alone.  The  moft  pre¬ 
vailing  fe£l  of  regular  diffenters, 
are  the  anapabtifts,  who  have  a 
large  meeting  houfe  in  the  town, 
as  have  the  methodifts,  who  are 
very  numerous ;  but  of  prefby- 
terians  there  are  but  few  whofe 
conventicle  is  in  the  adjoining 
parifh.  The  fedlaries  in  this 


parifh  have  been  computed  at 
one  third  of  it ;  if  by  fe&aries 
are  only  meant  regular  diffenters, 
fuch  as  anabaptifts,  prefbyteri- 
ans,  &c.  who  totally  withdraw 
themfelves  from  the  communion 
of  the  eftablifhed  church,  the  es¬ 
timate  may  nearly  hold  good, 
but  if  thofe  partial  feparatifts, 
the  methodifts,  in  all  their  end- 
lefs  diverfity  of  fhades,  be  in¬ 
volved  in  it,  I  am  certain  that 
the  computation  muft  be  erro¬ 
neous  ;  for  wbilft  the  meeting 
houfes  are  always  overflowing, 
and  their  congregations,  though 
fupplied  with  three,  and  fome- 
times  four  meals  of  piety  a  day, 
never  fated,  yet  good  old  mo¬ 
ther  church,  whofe  bell  but 
once  a  week  invites  to  a  plain 
funday  repaft,  fhall  want  guefts, 
and  even  on  the  few  days  in  the 
year,  when  her  altar  prefents  its 
heavenly  banquet,  has  occafion 
to  mourn  that  the  partakers  of 
it  are  fo  few;  whereas,  let  a  par- 
fon  of  the  methodiftical  clafs, 
a  popular  extempore  ranter, 
mount  the  pulpit,  or  enter  the 
communion  rails,  the  fcene  is 
changed,  and  within  thofe  walls 
which  were  wont  to  echo  back 

the 
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die  mild  refponfes  of  a  few  fo¬ 
il  itary  pensioners  on  the  ordinary 
fervice,  a  tempeft  of  groans  and 
ejaculations  is  heard,  and  the 
prefs  is  too  immenfe  to  be  con¬ 
tained,  as  if  the  mountebank  in 
religion  kept  the  keys  of  heaven, 
or  the  confecrated  elements 
came  with  a  greater  blefting 
from  his  hand,  than  that  of  a 
poor  curate,  whom  a  pimpled  face 
alone  perhaps  expofes  to  the  un¬ 
juft  cenfure  of  drunkennefs,  or 
other  intemperance,  or  who, 
for  want  of  that  worldly  guarded 
difcretion  which  paffes  for  fane- 
tity,  and  that  fheep’s  cloathing, 
which  too  often  mafks  the  wolf, 
may  be  by  accident  deteCed, 
after  a  fatiguing  walk  from  one 
remote  cure  to  another,  fteeping 
his  cares  in  a  Lethaean  cup  at 
an  alehoufe,  a  fin,  if  fin  it  be, 
which  many  a  bifhop  commits 
with  much  greater  latitude  and 
lefs  excufe,  but  in  better  com¬ 
pany,  and  better  liquor.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  vindicate  a 
conduft  of  this  fort,  which  may 
be  a  fit  fubjeC  for  the  diocefan’s 
cenfure,  but  can  never  furnifh 
a  plea  for  fo  general  a  feceffion 
from  the  pale  of  the  church. 
Marriage  here  amongft  the  com¬ 
mon  people  has  its  feafon  from 
Michaelmas  to  Chrifhmas,  in 
which  time,  love  offers  frequent 
facrifices  at  the  fhrine  of  Hy¬ 
men.  And  as  the  majority  of 
the  people  are  bailors,  a  wedding 
exhibits  the  gayeft  feene  ima¬ 
ginable,  for  all  the  veffels  in 
the  port,  out  of  compliment,  dif- 
play  their  colours,  whilfl  fome 
old  fwivel  or  mufket  in  repeated 
vollies,  proclaims  the  occafion. 
The  happy  pair,  attended  by 
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their  friends  in  their  holiday 
clothes,  walk  to  the  church,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  violin,  and  fometimes 
by  a  bagpipe,  the  old  niptiai 
mufic  of  this  country,  though 
now  rarely  ufed,  as  being  too 
difeordant  for  ears  attuned  to 
joy,  and  the  whole  ceremony 
is  marked  with  a  mo  ft  becoming 
feftivity.  The  funerals  are  con¬ 
duced  with  a  great  want  of  fo- 
lemnity ;  no  knell  announces 
the  departing  fpirit,  as  is  ufual 
in  other  places;  no  pfalm  ap¬ 
propriate  to  the  mournful  cir- 
cumftance  is  lung  as  the  corps 
advances  towards  the  church, 
or  at  its  entrance  into  the  ce¬ 
metery;  and  an  indecent  hurry 
feems  to  charaCerife  every  ftage 
of  the  awful  proceftion.  A  mo¬ 
derate  longevity  is  peculiar  to 
this  parifh,  there  being  many  in 
it  of  the  age  of  80  and  upwards, 
in  full  poffeflion  of  their  fight 
and  hearing,  able  to  walk  feveral 
miles  a  day,  and  earn  their  fub- 
fiftence  by  their  labour.  There 
is  an  old  woman  now  living 
here  of  the  age  of  97,  who  has 
feen  her  fifth  generation,  and 
another  in  her  100th  year,  who 
walks  about,  and  fhews  no  ma- 
nifeft  tokens  of  extreme  decay. 
Before  I  difmifs  my  fubjeC, 
I  cannot  forbear  mentioning;  what 

i  1  1  1  ®  • 

ought  properly  to  have  been  in¬ 
troduced  under  another  head. 
As  the  Irifh  packets  often  put 
in  here,  fometimes  twice  a 
week,  not  being  able  to  make 
Milford,  a  queftion  may  fairly 
be  ftarted,  whether  it  would  not 
be  to  the  advantage  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  open  a  nearer  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  water  fide  than 
that  which  exifts  with  Milford, 

by 
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by  forming  a  road  15  miles 
fhorter  from  Carmarthen  acrofs 
the  hills  to  this  port,  where  a 
packet  might  be  bationed,  and 
the  intercourfe  with  the  fiber 
kingdom  expedited.  To  con¬ 
clude,  few  places  poffefs  more 
natural  advantages  than  Fifh- 
guard,  or  have  turned  them  to 
lefs  account.  Improvement  here 
creeps  on  with  a  petty  pace, 
and  many  things  confpire  to  re¬ 
tard  its  progrefs,  which  it  may 
take  half  a  century  to  remove, 
a  new  race  mub  fpring  up,  and 
ancient  prejudices  be  worn 
away.  I  will  not  go  fo  far  as 
a  facetious  barriber,  who,  on 


his  return  from  an  excurfion 
to  North  Wales,  being  afked 
how  he  liked  Dolgelley,  re¬ 
plied,  “  To  make  it  the  prettieb. 
place  in  the  world,  it  is  but 
to  burn  the  town  and  debroy  the 
inhabitants but  certain  it  is 
that  much  mub  be  done  to  bring 
Fifhguard  on  a  level  with  its 
neighbours,  and  that  both  town 
and  inhabitants  call  for  vaft 
amendment,  unlefs,  as  the  link 
boy  afking,  charity,  faid  to  Pope, 
who  had  put  him  off  with  his 
ufual  expreffion  of  “  God  mend 
me,  I  have  nothing  for  you’* 
“It  is  eafier  to  new  make  a 
dozen,  than  to  mend  one  fucli.” 


A  ST  A- 
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A  statistical  account 

OP  THE 

PARISH  OF  LLAN YMYNEICH, 

IN  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

By  WALTER  DAVIES,  A.  B. 


SECTION  I. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 


Name.!  THE  firft  inter; 

J  pretation  01 

Llanymyneich,  that  flrikes  the 
mind,  is  the  V illage  of  the  Monks; 
but  upon  a  fecond  thought, 
when  we  find  no  religious  foun¬ 
dation  to  have  ever  been  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  that  if  the 
benefice  had  been  once  appro¬ 
priated  to  a  monaflery,  it  would 
have  been flill  either  a  vicarage 
in  fucceffion  from  the  vicars  ap¬ 
pointed  by  that  body,  or,  a  lay- 
impropriation,  by  fale  at  the  ge¬ 
neral  diffolution:  neither  of 
thefe  being  the  cafe*,  I  fhall  not 
befitate  to  acquiefce  that  Llany¬ 
myneich  fignifies  the  village  of 
miners,  to  which  appellation  it 
has  not  perhaps  forfeited  its 
claim,  fince  the  times  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  in  Britainf.  We  have 
other  places  of  the  fame  name, 
and  for  the  fame  reafon,  fuch  as 
Craig y  mwyn ,  near  Piftyll  Rha- 
iadr,  in  Montgomery  (hire  ;  and 
Mzvynglazudd ,  near  Wrexham. 

*  See  Section  II. 


Situation .]  The  parilh  is 
about  three  miles  long,  and  one 
and  half  broad.  It  contains 
three  townfhips,  Carreg  Kwva, 
Llwyn  Tydmon,  and  Treprenal, 
the  former  a  detached  part  of 
Denbighfhire  ;  the  two  latter  fe- 
parated  from  it  by  OfFa’s  dike, 
and  is  fituate  in  Shropfhire.  The 
river  Tanat  wafhes  its  weflern 
fide,  dividing  it  from  the  parifhes 
of  Llanymlodvoel  and  Llanfain- 
fraid  ;  then  joining  the  Vyrnwy, 
it  bounds  its  fouthern  part,  divi¬ 
ding  it  from  the  parifhes  of  Llan- 
fainfraid  and  Llandyfilio.  The 
Vyrnwy  now  becomes  naviga¬ 
ble  for  barges  of  forty  or  fifty 
tons  burthen  in  the  winter 
months.  Great  quantities  of  the 
Llangynog  (late  have  been  fent 
from  hence  to  Briflol ;  and  of 
late  years,  ores  of  lead  and  zink, 
raifed  in  this  parifh,  have  been 
conveyed  by  the  Stourport  ca¬ 
nal,  to  Birmingham,  Maccles¬ 
field,  and  other  places. 

t  See  Se&ion  VIII. 


The 
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The  river  Vyrnwy,  fays  Mr. 
Pennant,  “  merits  the  title  of 
Pi/co/us  amnis ,  as  much  as 
“  any  I  know.  The  number  of 
fifh,  which  inhabit  it,  animate 
the  waters,  and  add  greatly  to 
**  its  beauty.”  He  reckons 


twenty  different  fpecies  of  finny 
tribes  which  frequent  this  branch 
of  the  aquatic  kingdom*.  The 
river  Mordat  divides  it  on  the 
eaft  from  Kinnerfley,  and  on  the 
north  jt  joins  the  parifh  of  Of- 
weftry. 


SECTION  //. 

CHURCH— POPULATION — CARE  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  church  is  faid  to  be  de¬ 
dicated  to  St.  Agatha ;  its  chan¬ 
cel  contains  the  reliques  of  a 
wife  and  a  daughter  of  George 
Griffith,  bilhop  of  St.  Afaph, 
who  had  been  reffor  of  this  pa¬ 
rifh,  whilfl  canon  of  that  chap¬ 
ter.  He  was  eje&ed  by  the 
parliament  committee  from  all 
his  preferments ;  but  by  his  wri¬ 
tings  he  defended  the  regal  go¬ 
vernment  during  all  the  time  of 
the  ufurpation,  difputing  with 
diffenters,  and  keeping  up  the 
offices  and  difcipline  of  the 
church;  and  as  a  reward  of  his 
merit,  he  was  mitred  by  Charles 
the  fecond  at  his  reftoration.  In 
1662,  he  concurred  with  the 
clergy  in  convocation,  in  draw¬ 
ing  up  the  a£I  of  uniformity,  and 
making  certain  alterations  in  the 
liturgy  then  fet  out ;  and  it  is 
faid,  that  the  office  of  baptizing 
them  of  riper  years,  was  of  his 
compofing.  He  died  Nov.  28th, 
1666,  and  was  buried  in  the 


choir  of  the  cathedral  church  of 
St.  Afaph. 

The  only  infcription  worth 
tranfcribing,  is  the  following,  on 
a  neat  marble  monument,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  communion 
table.  “  Here  lyeth  the  body 
“  of  Charles  Pindar,  Efquire, 
*'  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Peter  Pindar, 

of  Edinlhaw,  in  the  county  of 
“  Chefter,  Baronnett,  Barrifter 
“  at  law,  of  the  Inner  Temple, 
“  London,  Recorder  of  the  an- 
“  cient  corporation  of  Great 
“  Wenlock,  in  the  county  of 
“  Salop,  who  died  Aug.  30, 
“  1692,  in  the  three  and  thir- 
“  tieth  year  of  his  age^.’’ 

The  benefice  is  a  refifory  in 
the  gift  of  the  bifhop  of  St, 
Afaph:  the  prefent  incumbent 
is  the  Rev.  William  Crowe, 
B.  C.  L.  of  new  college,  and  pub¬ 
lic  orator  in  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford. 

The  parifh  contains  about  109 
houfes,  28  of  which  are  farm- 


*  Tour  of  Wales,  p.  384.  +  See  Glofiary,  Se&ion  X.  word  Moilas. 


£  He  is  faid  to  have  died  on  a  vifit  to 
lived  in  this  parifti. 


Sir  Thomas  Jones,  Judge  of  Affize,  who  then 

houfes, 
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houfes,  which  upon  an  average 
of  5  perfons  to  a  family,  (which 
by  the  bye  is  much  top  fm^ll) 
the  population  amounts  to  545. 

Carreg  Hwva  townfhip  main¬ 
tains  its  poor  at  their  own  hou¬ 
fes  ;  this  year’s  lewn  is  two  {hil¬ 
lings  per  pound*.  The  town¬ 
fhip  s  of  Llwyntydmon  and  Tre- 
prenal  haye,  about  four  years  ago. 


joined  with  feveral  neighbouring 
parilhes,  tp  ere£l  a  houfe  of  in- 
4uftry  near  Ofweftry,  ^nd  to 
lend  their  poor  thither,  which, 
from  the  prefent  profpe&s,  will 
be  both  much  more  comfortable 
to  the  poor,  and  in  time,  much 
lefs  expenfive  to  their  main- 
tainers, 


SECTION  IIL 

AGRICULTURE. 

\ 


Soil.']  The  foil  is  of  va¬ 
rious  qualities ;  in  the  upper 
part  gravelly,  and  moll  friendly 
to  tillage;  in  the  lower  parts, 
loamy  fand  and  clay,  producing 
alfo  excellent  paffurage. 

Climate.']  The  climate  is  favour¬ 
able  both  to  animal  and  vegetable 
life.  The  feafons  of  fowing  are  as 
follow :  wheat  in  October,  peafe 
in  February,  and  the  beginning  of 
March,  oats  in  March,  barley  in 
April  and  May,  and  harveft  in 
Auguft  and  September. 


Tillage.]  The  landholders, 
in  general,  are  only  indifferent 
farmers;  but  we  ought  to  confi- 
der  the  obffacles  that  impede 
their  progrefs  towards  improve¬ 
ment  f .  “  Rack  rent  is  the  in- 

“  ftrument  of  torture,  which 
“  cramps  and  diflocates  the 
“  finews  and  joints  of  labour 
“  and  induftry.  It  checks  even 
the  thought  of  attempting  at 
“  any  improvements  in  tillage, 
“  or  in  any  other  branch  of 
“  hufbandry.  For  who  would 


•  t 

*  The  pound  rate  on  fome  lands  is  about  one  half,  on  others  about  tw©  thirds  of 
the  rack-rent. 

+  Left.  I  fhould,  under  this  article  of  tillage,  from  my  inexperience  in  practical 
agriculture,  be  thought  to  aflume  too  much  of  the  dictatorial,  I  have  takeu  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  fcreening  myfelf  under  the  wing  of  a  celebrated  writer  on  agriculture. 
Dr.  Anderfon,  from  whofe  effays  I  have  extra<5led  the  fubftance  of  the  above  reflec¬ 
tions  on  rack-rent.  I  would  not,  at  the  fame  time,  be  underftood,  that  the  above  is 
more  peculiarly  the  cafe  of  the  farmers  in  Llanymyneich,  than  of  thofe  in  any  other 
part  of  Wales  or  England  ; — the  evil  is  general,  and  its  confequences  obvious.  Ob¬ 
jections  may  be  made,  that  the  late  and  prefent  enormous  price  of  every  article 
which  the  farmer  brings  to  market,  more  than  fully  compenfates  for  all  the  Ihackles 
which  the  landlord  is  capable  of  impeding  him  with.  The  anfwer  is  fliort ;  the 
Julve  is  but  temporary;  the  Jon  permanent. 

a  rilk 
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44  rifk  his  property  in  the  ameli- 
44  oration  of  another  perfon’s 
44  land,  out  of  which  he  is  al- 
44  ways  liable  to  be  ejedied? 
“  Leafes  (which,  when  drawn 
“  on  liberal  terms,  and  for  a 
44  good  number  of  years,  give 
“  the  greatefl  encouragement  to 
44  farmers,  and  reciprocally  be- 
44  nefit  both  the  landlord  and 
44  tenant.,)  are  feldom  granted; 
“  and  when  they  are,  the  term 
“  of  years  is  fo  fhort,  the  opera- 
44  tionsof  the  experienced  tiller 
44  fo  controuled,  his  hands  as  it 
44  were  tied  up  by  reftri&ive 
44  claufes  from  following  his 

44  own  good  fenfe;  fo  that  thefe 

45  feldom  fail  of  embarrafling  or 
44  impoverifhing  the  tenant ;  and 
44  at  the  fame  time,  are  never 
44  conducive  to  the  benefit  of 
44  the  landlord.  To  this  we  owe 
44  the  general  torpidity  and  aver- 


44  lion  to  agricultural  enquiry, 
44  which  is  common  to  moll  of 
44  our  farmers.  To  this  we  owe 
44  the  fame  dull  routine  of  white 
44  crops,  without  intermiffion, 
44  and  without  manure,  until  the 
44  frudliferous  quality  of  the  foil 
44  be  quite  exhaufted;  and  the 
44  fterility  of  the  farm  muff  end 
44  in  the  bankruptcy  of  the  te- 
44  nant.” 

This  evil  might  be  remedied, 
even  to  the  advantage  of  the 
landlord,  if  perpetual  leafes 
were  granted,  according  to  a 
plan  devifed  by  the  celebrated 
Lord  Kairns. 

The  heft  farmers  here  obferve 
the  following  rotation  of  crops: 
1.  fummer  fallow  and  manure- 
then  wheat — 2.  barley — 3.  peafe 
4.  wheat  with  manure —  5.  bar¬ 
ley  with  clover  and  rye  grafs 
feeds— 6.  hay,  &c. 


SECTION  IV, 
ROAD  S. 


The  roads,  leading  from  Qf- 
weflry  to  Welfh  Pool,  and  from 
Llanvyllin  to  Shrewfbury,  in- 
terfedf  each  other,  at  right  an¬ 
gles,  in  the  centre  of  the  village. 
The  road  from  Ofweflry  here 
is  good ;  but  from  hence  to 
Welfh  Pool,  owing  to  the  fcan- 
tinefs  of  hard  materials,  and  the 
conftant  heavy  carriage  thereon, 
it  is  intolerably  bad.  But,  how¬ 
ever,  its  badnefs  has  been  exag¬ 


gerated  in  a  report  made  there, 
of  to  the  board  of  agriculture, 
by  a  Mr.  Kay,  who  was  fent 
by  them  to  furvey  the  agricul¬ 
tural  flate  of  North  Wales  in 
the  year  1794.  His  words  are, 
44  The  roads  in  Montgomery- 
44  (hire  are  in  a  moft  wretched 
44  flate.  There  was  one  pradlife 
44  which  I  obferved  that  dellroy- 
44  ed  the  roads  prodigiovjly ,  viz. 
44  the  manner  in  which  the  wag- 

44  £011 
O 
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**  gon  wheels  are  fhod.  They  are 
“  abundantly  broad,  but  the 
“  iron  is  drove  on,  in  fhort 
“  pieces,  with  large  headed 
“  nails,  projefting  two  or  three 
“  inches  *,  which  not  only  tear 
“  up  the  roads,  but  alfo  add 
“  great  refinance  to  the  draught. 
“  This  mode  of  fhoeing  wheels 


“  is  very  common  throughout 
“  North  Wales,  and  may,  in  a 
“  great  degree,  account  for  the 
“  number  of  horfes  ufed  in  the 
“  carts  and  waggons;  befides, 
“  the  roads  are  continually  har¬ 
rowed  up,  if  I  may  ufe  the  ex- 
predion.” 


SECTION  V ; 

CANAL. 


But  there  is  a  profpefl  of 
having  good  roads  here,  when 
the  Montcromeryfhire  branch  is 
completed,  and  joined  to  the 
grand  trunk  of  the  navigable 
canal,  which  is  to  open  a  com¬ 
munication  between  the  rivers 
Severn,  Dee,  and  Merfey,  ex¬ 
tending  from  Shrewsbury,  to 
Chefter  and  Liverpool.  The 
above  branch  pads  through  this 
parifh,  and  erodes  the  river 
Vyrnwy,  at  the  new  bridge,  in 
an  aquedu£f  contra  died  to  be 
made  for  4500/.  Seven  hun¬ 
dred  men  were  employed  lad 
dimmer,  on  this  branch,  from 
hence  to  Welfh  Pool,  being 
only  nine  miles  diftant.  The 
whole  of  this  great  undertaking 
is  expedfed  to  be  finiflied  in 
about  three  years. 

Numerous  are  the  advantages 
which  may  be  ex pe died  to  ac¬ 
crue  from  this  work  of  fuch 
public  utility.  The  roads,  which 


are  now  expensive  and  bad,  will 
then  be  good  at  a  trifling  ex¬ 
pence,  from  the  necedary  dimi¬ 
nution  of  wheel  carriage.  Now 
the  farmer,  at  45  miles  dis¬ 
tance,  in  the  extremity  of  the 
county,  is  about  four  days  in 
procuring  two  tons,  or  lefs,  of 
lime  or  coal,  at  a  vaft  expence, 
and  the  labour  of  two  men  and 
five  horfes  :  he  may  then  have 
2  <5  tons  at  once,  at  a  much  lefs 
comparative  expence,  and  the 
labour  of  only  one  man,  and 
one  horfe.  The  expence  of 
rearing  and  keeping  draught 
horfes  will  then  be  needlefs. 
Oxen  will  anfwer  the  purpofes 
of  tillage  much  bettef ;  and  when 
thefe  ufeful  animals  have  per¬ 
formed  their  labour,  they  will 
at  laft,  inftead  of  being  like 
horfes  thrown  to  dogs,  either 
furnifh  their  owners  tables  with 
beef,  or  line  their  pockets  with 
gold. 


*  Mr.  Kay  ought  to  have  favoured  us  with  fome  directions  how  to  reduce  thefe 
inches  of  his  own  into  Englifh  meafure;  otherwife,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  know  what 
he  means.  And  had  he  not  allured  us,  by  his  own  mouth,  of  his  being  a  Tranftwee- 
dian,  we  might,  by  this  part  of  the  report,  fuppofe  him  to  be  a  native  of  the  banks 
©f  the  Banna, 

SEC - 
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SECTION  VL 

BREED  OF  HORSES,  CATTLE,  &c. 


Being  on  the  borders  of  En¬ 
gland,  they  have  here  an  excel- 
lent'breed,  both  of  horfes  and 
cattle.  They  are  not,  like  their 
neighbours  in  the  upper  parts  of 
the  country,  prepolfelfed  with 
the  opinion  of  the  fuperior  hardi- 
nefs  of  their  puny  breed.  Thofe 
do  not  confider  that  every  beaft, 
of  whatever  kind,  is  the  native 
of  the  climate  wherein  it  is 
calved  or  foaled ;  which  the  good 
and  wife  lawgiver  of  nature  has 
providently  made  friendly  to  its 
growth.  Edward  Corbet,  Efq. 
of  Ynyfymaengwyn,  who  has 


made  more  experiments  in  the 
breeding,  and  eroding  of  the 
breed  of  cattle,  as  well  as  in 
many  other  branches  of  agricul¬ 
ture,  than  any  in  North  Wales, 
finds  the  mixed  breed  full  as 
hardy  as  the  the  pure  native. 
And  that  they  are  much  more 
profitable,  he  fhewed  me  laft 
fummer,  by  a  ftriking  contrail 
in  the  growth  of  two  cows  of 
the  fame  age,  and  reared  toge¬ 
ther.  That  of  the  Merioneth- 
fhire  breed  was  worth  only  about 
61.  the  Englifh  was  worth  13I. 


SECTION  VIL 

ANTIQUITIES,  HISTORY,  &c. 


The  bigotted  antiquary  may 
fret  at  the  difappointment  of  not 
being  gratified  with  a  view  of 
the  ruins  of  the  caftle  of  Carreg 
H  wva,  which  once  flood  in  this 
parifh,  on  the  bank  of  the  Vyrn- 
wy :  but  when  the  level nefs 
and  fertility  of  the  foil,  are  con- 
fidered,  the  genius  of  agriculture 
mull  be  honourably  acquitted 
upon  the  plea  of  fuperior  utility, 
although  it  has  left  no  vefiige  ol 
the  caftle  remaining,  lave  the 
fofs  which  guarded  it  to  the  eaft. 
There  is  but  little  account  of 
this  refuge  of  the  turbulent  in 


hiftory,  fave  that  in  the  year 
1162,  it  was  taken  and  fpoiled 
by  the  two  Coufin-Germans, 
Owain  Cyveiliog  and  Owain  ap 
Madoc,  which  latter  kept  pof- 
feflion  of  it  for  twenty-five  years, 
at  which  time  he  was  befieged 
there  and  (lain,  in  the  night,  by 
his  relations  Gwenwynwyn  and 
Cadwallon,  fons  of  Owain  Cy¬ 
veiliog,  his  former  colleague  in 
plunder  and  devaftation. 

Within  half  a  mile  of  this 
caftle  lies  Gwern-y-vign ,  where 
s  battle  was  fought  about  the 
year  1202. 

SEC- 
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SECTION  Fill. 

i  *  -  .  X  •  1  \ 

MINERALOGY. 


In  the  north  weft  part  of  this 
parifti  is  fituated  an  infulated 
hill,  well  worth  our  notice. 
From  the  South  it  exhibits  a  cu- 
niform  appearance  ;  its  weftern 
extremity  being  lofty,  and  of 
almoft  a  perpendicular  defcent ; 
from  thence  Hoping  downwards 
to  the  eaft,  it  gradually  lofes  it- 
felf  in  the  plain.  The  Romans 
found  it  their  intereft  to  anato- 
mizethe  bowels  of  this  hill.  One 
veftige  of  their  mining,  is  an 
immenfe  level  branching  out  in 
different  direftions,  as  they  were 
led  by  the  veins  of  copper  ore. 
Its  windings  are  fo  numerous 
and  intricate,  that  fome  years 
back,  two  men  of  this  parifh, 
endeavouring  to  explore  its 
mazes,  were  fo  bewildered  in 
its  labyrinths,  that  when  they 
were  found  by  fome  miners  who 
were  fent  in  fearch  of  them, 
they  had  lain  themfelves  down, 
in  defpair  of  ever  feeing  any 
more  the  light  of  day.  It  is  now 
called  the  Ogo ,  about  which  the 


neighbouring  peafantry  abound 
with  fairy  legends,  too  ridicu¬ 
lous  to  enumerate  *. 

About  forty  years  back,  fome 
miners  in  fearch  of  more  cop¬ 
per,  found  in  the  receffes  of  the 
Ogo,  feveral  Ikeletons,  lying  in 
their  natural  order.  When  afive, 
they  feem  to  have  dragged  a 
life  of  mifery  in  this  gloomy 
manfion  for  fome  time ;  for 
there  were  fome  culinary  uten- 
fils,  a  fire  place,  and  a  fmall 
hatchet  found  near  them.  There 
was  alfo  found  a  number  of 
Roman  coins,  Antoninus  and 
Fauftina,  and  others.  One  fkele- 
ton  had  a  bracelet  of  glafs  beads 
like  thofe  Druidical  rings  called 
glam  neidr>  the  ova  angumum 
of  Pliny,  around  his  left  wrift, 
and  a  battle-axe  by  his  fide. 

About  fifteen  years  after  this 
firft  difcovery,  other  miners 
found  feveral  human  bones 
there ;  and  a  golden  bracelet, 
clafping  about  the  wrift.  The 
felfifhnefs  and  ignorance  of  the 


*  Although  the  light  of  fcience  has  within  thefe  few  years  made  a  rapid  progrefs 
in  the  illumination  of  the  minds  of  the  literate,  yet  the  vulgar  have  never  experienced 
its  benign  influence  ;  they  are  (till  chained  in  the  dungeon  of  fuperftition.  Is  not 
endeavouring  the  emancipation  of  thefe  prifoners,  fettered  in  the  double  chain  of 
prejudice  and  ignorance,  wandering  in  a  more  than  a  Cimbrian  darknefs,  is  it  not  I 
fay,  a  duty  incumbent  upon  every  philanthropic  heart,  and  more  obligatory  fo,  up¬ 
on  all,  whofe  office  is  the  inftru&ion  of  others  ?  The  man,  who  feels  not  the  natural 
obligation  of  promoting  the  happinefs  of  his  fellow  creatures,  is  fit  only  u  to  howl 
as  a  tyger  on  the  Indian  ffiore.”  But  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  some  physicians  have 
need  to  cure  themfelves  of  the  malady,  before  they  can  admimfler  relief  to  others. 
And,  perhaps,  it  may  be  a  policy,  according  to  the  Romiffi  maxim,  to  keep  the 
people  in  ignorance.  Or,  there  may  be  a  pleafure  in  being  ignorant,  which  none 
but  the  ignorant  know;  and  to  deprive  them  of  fuperflition,  would  be  robbing  fuch 
minds  of  amufements,  who  are  incapable  of  higher  enjoyments. 


mailer- 
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m after-miners  have  deprived  us 
at  prefent,  of  a  view  of  thofe 
curious  relicks.  All  that  I  could 
find  of  them,  by  a  diligent  en¬ 
quiry,  was  one  glafs  bead,  and 
one  copper  coin  now  in  the 
pofleftion  oi  Mr.  Robert  Baugh* 
in  this  parifh.  The  Romans  fol¬ 
lowed  this  vein  of  copper,  from 
the  Ogo,  the  whole  length  of 
the  hill  towards  the  eaft  ;  which 
is  evident,  from  innumerable 
cavities,  now  in  the  furface,  and 
in  that  diredllon.  Both  copper 
and  lead  ores  are  ftill  dug  up 
here  ;  but  the  work  has  been  in 
a  declining  ftate  for  fome  years. 
I  have  feen  here  nodules  (called 
by  the  miners  tumblers),  of  pure 
Galasna,  weighing  above  one 
hundred  pounds  each.  Befides 
this  fulphate  of  lead,  I  have 
found  here  fome  of  its  white 
and  yellow  carbonate.  Copper 
mulm  has  been  worked  here  ; 
but  it  did  not  well  pay  the  ex¬ 
pence.  Here  are  other  ores, 
which  the  Romans  never  knew : 
I  mean  zink,  in  both  its  unions, 
with  the  carbonic  and  fulphuric 
acids ;  the  former  very  plenti¬ 
fully.  They  are  known  heie  by 
the  common  names  of  calamine 
and  black  jack.  They  frnelted 
the  ores  in  open  hearths,  which 
appears  from  vitrifications  found 
on  the  fummit.  Nature  feems 
to  have  been  profufe  in  the  va¬ 
riety  with  which  file  had  ftored 
this  hill  ;  but  the  pilferer  art 
has  by  this  time  almoft  emp¬ 
tied  her  cabinet.  The  matrix  of 
thefe  various  ores  is  limeftone, 
of  the  belt  quality,  both  for 


mortar  and  manure,  much  of 
which  is  a  pearl  coloured  mar¬ 
ble,  variegated  with  red  and 
white  veins,  and  highly  polifh- 
able.  The  quarries  of  this  hill 
fupply  almoft  all  Montgomery- 
fhire,  to  the  diftance  of  45  miles, 
and  a  good  part  of  Shropfhire, 
with  lime.  About  150  workmen 
are  generally  employed  here  in 
the  burning  of  lime  during  bum¬ 
mer,  and  about  fifty  in  raifing 
and  breaking  of  ftone  during 
winter.  Laft  fummer  the  expor¬ 
tation,  or  to  fpeak  more  techni¬ 
cally,  the  exrockation,  amount¬ 
ed  to  about  eiHit  thoufand  tons. 

CD 

The  feafon  of  carriage  continues 
from  March  to  OHober.  After 
the  improvement  of  the  Mont- 
gomeryfhire  roads,  by  the  turn¬ 
pike  a£i,  the  increafe  of  lime 
carried  hence  for  manure,  was 
tenfold.  W e  may  guefs  the  pro- 
grefs  of  agriculture,  by  the  laft 
five  years  increafe  being  about 
one  eighth.  In  five  years  more, 
we  may  expeH  it  to  become 
double,  when  the  canals  are  com¬ 
pleted. 

In  fome  of  the  heft  quarries, 
from  twelve  to  twenty  layers  of 
limeftone  may  be  feen  at  one 
perpendicular  view.  Their  po- 
fition  is  horizontal,  except  in 
fome  inftances  it  is  curvilineal ; 
and  in  one  place,  by  fome  violent 
convulfion,  as  if  a  prop  which 
fupported  the  rock  had  been 
broken,  the  ftrata  all  bend  dowm 
ward,  and  make  anobtufe  angle 
of  about  50  degrees.  To  each 
of  thefe  lfrata  they  have  given 
names  expreftive  of  their  diffe- 


*  The  ingenious  engraver  of  the  Map  of  North  Wales,  publiUted  by  John  Evans, 

©£  Llwyn  y  Grots,  Efcp 

rent 
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STATISTICAL  ACCOUNT: 


tent  qualities.  The  workmen 
fpeaking  both  Engllih  andWelfh 
indifferently,  one  bed  is  known 
by  an  En^lifli  name,  and  per¬ 
haps  the  next  by  a  Wellh  one. 
I  here  join  a  table  of  the  names 


of  the  feveral  Strata,  taken  at 
two  quarries,  with  the  thicknefs 
of  each,  by  which  the  depth  of 
the  whole  rock  in  view,  may  be 
known. 


— — L 


Mr.  e.  baugh’s  quarry. 


N 


0  . 
1 

2 

3 

4- 

<5- 

6. 

7’ 

8. 

9 

io. 


•  •  «B 


m  riii  ca  m  m 


Names. 

-  -Red  bed,  - . . _ . _  _ 

-  .White  bed, ........ 

--Little  iron  bed.  .  _ _  *  r 

,  ’  . . .  ii 


Thiel  ne/s 

inject* 

--  6 


5 


-  -Gwely  gwrthban, 
^  Shaly  beds, 

I  Crben  diawl 
|  Taken  tarw 


•  **  •  m  <*>  <m  •  , 


4 

4 


big  irbn  bed  - 


-  -  Egg  bed,  fo  called  from  large  oval  ftories  being 
found  in  it ;  the  trarifverfe  diameter  of  which 
is  about  feven  feet,  the  conjugate  about  Four. 
Their  polition  is  the  tranfverfe  diameter  pa¬ 
rallel  to  the  horizon; _ .... 


i  i  - 

12- 

*3- 

14- 

*5* 

i  6. 

x7  - 
18. 

19- 

ao- 


Four  ffone  bed. 


.  Flumry  bed  ;  this  kind  of  fi.one  is  ufed  in  fome 

forges  as  a  flux  for  iron  ore,  - . . 3 

.Iron  bed, . 2 

. Big  low  bed, . : . _ -  6 

.Breech  bed, . . .  g 

•  Big  curly  bed,  . .  3 

•  Blood  vein,  being  a  kind  of  variegated  marble,  3 


6  2| 


T 


Mr. 
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No. 

1 . 
2  - 

3- 
4  - 

<5- 

6 . 

7- 

8. 

9- 

10 

11 

12 


The  different  calcareous  fpe- 
cies  found  here,  befides  the  pro¬ 
per  limeftone,  are,  dala&ites  in 
abundance,  and  that  again  in  the 
procefs  of  being  converted  into 
lac  lunas,  or  mineral  agaric; 
formed  (hells,  entrochi,  See., 
Laft  fummer  I  faw  here  an  he- 
mifpherical  coralline,  called  by 
the  workmen  the  bee-hive ,  from 
its  fimilar  fhape,  and  .honey¬ 
comb-like  appearance.  I  lately 
called  there  to  make  further  ob- 


Tkichnejs 
in  Jett* 

4 

12 

6 

1 

8 

3 

9 

9 

2 

6 

2 

6 


67 

fervations  upon  its  dimenfions, 
&c.  but  found  it  had  been  burnt 
into  lime  among  the  common 
mafs  of  (tones. 

Befide  calcareous  earth,  this 
hill  affords  fome  pure,  and  fome 
mixed  or  aerated  argill.  And 
miners,  in  fearch  of  calamine, 
having  funk  a  (haft  through 
about  thirty-five  yards  of  lime- 
done,  found  the  fubdratum  to 
confid  wholly  of  a  kind  of  red 
bolar  earth. 


Mr.  E.  POOL’S  QUARRY. 

0 

Names, 

_ Gingerbread  bed, . .  - _ _ _ 

O  9 

. .  -  Red  bed, . 

-..White  bed,... 

. .  .Yellow  bed,. . . 

. .  -  Shale, . 

_ Yellow  bed,  . , 

_ Big  red  bed, .  - 

_ C  roe  it  diawl, 

“  White  beds, 

.  „  .Iron  bed,  -  - 
.  _  .Four  done  bed, 


SECTION  IX. 

OFFA’s  DIKE,  CROMLECH,  &c. 


Besides  the  Roman  vediges 
above  mentioned,  we  have  alfo 
upon  this  hill  a  memento  of  our 
(lavery  under  the  Saxon  yoke ; 
the  boundary  dike,  railed  by  the 
Mercian  Qffa,  which  di  fleets 


this  parifh  into  nearly  two  equal 
parts,  and  continues  its  courfe,. 
as  fome  fuppofe,  to  Bafmgwerk 
in  Flintdiire :  but  the  ingenious 
John  Evans,  Efq.  of  Llwyn-y- 
groes,  in  his  furvey  of  North 

Wales, 


STATISTICAL  ACCOUNT. 


Wales,  difcovered,  that  Offa  dif- 
eontinued  his  dike  near  Treu- 
ddyn  in  Flintlhire  ;  and  that  the 
fofs,  which  is  found  to  termi¬ 
nate  on  the  Dee,  near  Bafing- 
werk,  has  its  beginning  at  Maef- 
bury  near  Ofweftry,  about  one 
mile  below  Offa’s  dike,  and  is 
called  Watt’s  dike,  from  which 
Wattftay,  now  Wynnftay,  the 
feat  of  Sir  Watkin  William 
Wynn,  Bart,  had  its  name.  See 
the  map  annexed. 

Parallel  with  two  other  dikes, 
acrofs  this  hill,  runs  a  ftupen- 
dous  rampart  of  loofe  hones,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  deep  fofs, 
which  turning,  follows  the  brow 
of  the  hill,  and  encompaffes 
about  one  half  of  its  whole  ex¬ 
tent.  This  is,  probably,  Roman, 
to  guard  the  paffages  and  accef- 
fible  parts,  when  their  ores  lay 
expofed  to  the  plunder  of  the 
Britons. 

This  hill,  left  it  fhould  all  be 
made  fubfervient  to  Roman  ava¬ 


rice,  had  one  fpot  of  it  confecra- 
ted  to  religion.  On  its  eaftern 
brow  once  flood  a  Cromlech , 
meafuring  feven  feet  by  fix,  and 
about  eighteen  inches  thick.  It 
is  called  by  the  vulgar  bedd  y 
cawr ;  and  it  was  the  voice  of 
immemorial  tradition,  that  a 
giant  had  buried  his  wife  under 
this  ftone,  with  a  golden  torque 
about  her  neck.  This  report 
caufed  three  brothers,  who  lived 
in  the  neighbourhood,  fome  years 
back,  to  overturn  the  ftone  from 
its  pedeftals  in  fearch  for  the 
treafure ;  in  which  pofition  it 
now  lies.  Thus  we  fee  how 
avarice  ftimulates  men  to  deeds 
of  villany,  not  even  to  fpare, 
but  facrilegioufly  to  overturn 
the  altars  of  the  Gods.  The 
neighbours  will  tell  you,  how 
this  vile  adl  did  not  efcape  the 
vengeance  of  heaven,  but  ended 
in  the  deftru&ion  of  its  perpe¬ 
trators. 


SECTION  X. 

VIEWS  FROM  THE  HILL. 


Being  on  the  fummit  of  the 
hill,  I  am  not  willing  to  defcend 
without  taking  a  view  of  diftant 
objedls,  and  recurring  in  thought 
to  the  tranfa6lions  of  former 
days.  Beneath  me  on  the  plain, 
extending  from  north  to  eaft, 
with  a  mixture  of  pain  and  de- 
light,  I  trace  the  feverai  fcenes 


of  aflion,  in  which  the  aged  Z/y- 
ivarch,  exiled  from  his  Cumbri¬ 
an  throne,  loft  many  a  beloved 
fon,  who  bled  in  the  caufe  of 
freedom. 

From  my  intimacy  with  the 
poems  of  that  bardic  prince,  and 
my  knowledge  of  the  places 
mentioned  in  his  elegies,  I  am 

enabled 

Ta 
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enabled  to  join  here  a  glofTary 
of  the  names  of  luch  places  as 
are  within  view  of  this  hill.  I 
think  k  may  not  be  amifs,  cur- 
forify  to  acquaint  the  reader, 
that  Llywarch  Hen,  was  a 
prince  of  the  north  of  England, 
in  the  fixth  century.  He  had 
been  always  aftive,  though  un¬ 
fortunate,  in  oppofing  the  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  Northum¬ 
brian  Saxons;  in  which  conteft 
he  loft  his  patrimonial  territories, 
and  the  greater  number  of  his 
four  and  twenty  fons  ;  with  the 
remainder  he  fled  thence,  and 
took  refuge  under  the  hofpita- 
ble  roof  of  Cynddylan,  Prince 


of  Powys,  who  had  his  refidencft 
at  or  near  Shrewlbury;  after 
whofe  defeat  and  death,  our  bard 
worn  out  with  age  and  mifery, 
retired  into  the  wilds  of  Powys- 
land,  where  he  funk  under  his 
misfortunes,  being  about  150 
years  old.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  fubjeff,  I  refer 
the  reader  to  Llywarch  Hen’s 
poems,  lately  publifhed,  with  an 
Englifh  tranfiation  and  notes,  by 
Mr.  William  Owen.  The  pla¬ 
ces  mentioned  in  his  elegies,  and 
which  I  mean  to  illuftrate  in  the 
following  gloffary,  lie  in  a  group 
near  Ofweftry,  in  Shropfhire. 


GLOSSARY. 


Afgoed. — !£  Czvyr  Argoed  erio- 
ed  dmporthesA  page  118. 
There  is  a  place  called 
Argoed ,  in  the  parifh  of 
Kinnerfley  and  county  of 
Salop ;  but  this  here,  I 
would  rather  fuppofe  to  be 
another  Argoed  near  Over- 
ton  in  Flintfhire.  By  gzvyr 
Argoed,  muff  be  meant 
feme  clan  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  or  the  garrifon  of  an 
encampment  there.  Near 
this  Argoed  is  a  place  cal¬ 
led  Carreg  y  Francod,  pro¬ 
bably  from  a  monument 
once  there,  in  memory  of  a 
def  eat  given  to  a  party  of  the 
Teutonic  invaders,  who 
might  have  affumed  the 
name  of  Franks,  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  their  brethren  on 
the  continent :  for  we 
know  that  our  invaders 
confided  of  feveral  plun¬ 
dering  tribes,  Saxons,  Jutes, 


and  Angles :  why  not  alfo 
of  Franks?  Our  bard  fre¬ 
quently  in  his  poems  calls 
his  enemies  Franks.  We 
have  a  pafsin  the  Cluydian 
hills,  called  Bwlch  Francon, 
and  a  dingle  in  Snowdon 
called  Nant  Francon  ; 
though  fome  fanciful  ety¬ 
mologies  think  the  latter 
fhould  be  Nant  yr  ajang- 
cwn ,  being  once  they  fay, 
-  the  refort  of  beavers. 

Baja — “  Elgwyfau  Bafa .”  p. 
82.  now  called  Bafechurcli, 
near  Ofweftry,  where  Cyn¬ 
ddylan,  Prince  of  Powys, 
chief  of  the  men  of  Argoed, 
and  our  bard’s  patron  and 
friend,  was  buried,  after 
his  defeat  and  death  by  the 
Franco-Saxons. 

Clegy  r — “  llyr  zurth  glegyrF 
Nefs  cliff  near  Ofweftry, 
called  by  the  Welfh,  Tal 
y  Clegyr. 


JDinlle . 
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Dinlle — “  Vrecon p.  94.  from 
bre  and  cyn ,  the  fir  ft  or 
chief  hill ;  called  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans  Uric 0 mum,  and  by  the 
Saxons  ppekon-cept:ep,now 
W  roxeter,  nearShrew  fbury, 

JDre  wen — “  y  dre  wen  rhiang 
Tren  a  ThravalT  p.  86. 
i.  e.  the  white  town  between 
T ren  and  T raval.  The  white 
town  is  now  called  Whit¬ 
tington,  and  by  the  WeHh 
Dre  wen,  near  Ofweftry ; 
the  Blanchville  of  the  An- 
glo-norman  writers.  The 
Lord’s  Marchers,  the  Peve- 
rells,  and  their  fucceeding 
petty  defpots,  had  a  caftle 
here,  to  check  the  depreda¬ 
tory  incur  fions  of  the  Wei  Ih, 
The  Tern  flows  into  the  Se¬ 
vern,  near  Atcharn  ;  and  the 
Traval,  muft  have  been  a 
name  formerly  given  to 
one  of  the  branches  of  the 
Vyrnwy,  from  which  Math- 
raval  (Man-Traval)  a  feat 
of  the  Powyfian  princes, 
took  its  name. 

Ercal — “  Tywarchen  ErcalT  p. 
92.  now  called  High  Ercal, 
near  Shrewfbury. 

Gorfedd  Orwynion — “  0  orfedd 
orwynionT — “  Have  not 
“  my  eyes  gazed  on  aplea- 
“  fant  land,  from  the  con- 
44  fpicuous  feat  of  Gorwyn- 
<c  ion.”  Mr.Owen  s  Trans¬ 
lation  p.  95. 

This  probably  is  a  hill 
near  Sylattvn,  now  called 
Yr  orj'eda  wen ,  which, 
agreeably  to  the  defcrip- 
tion,  commands  a  view  of 
one  ol  the  richeft  vales  in 
England,  extending  from 
the  Dee  to  the  Severn. 


Meifyr — After  to  Prince  Cynddy- 
Ian,  and  fifter-in-law  to  the 
bard.  Her  patrimony  was 
Dyfryn  Meifyr,  now1’  Maei- 
bury,  near  Ofweftry,  Her 
palace  gave  name  to  the 
towilfhip  now  called  by  the 
Wellh,  Llys  V eifyr.  Be¬ 
fore  Ofwald’s  death.  Of* 
weftry  was  called  by  the 
Saxons  Maferfeldtixom  the 
fame  Meifyr. 

Mo r las — 44  At  ryd  V or! as y  lias 
Gw  end'  Gwen,  the  moft 
valiant  of  the  bard’s  four 
and  twenty  fons,  was  flain 
on  the  lord  of  Morlas. 
Morlas  is  a  rivulet  rifing 
near  the  Orfedd  wen  above 
mentioned,  and  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  fource  of 
Morda,  another  rivulet. 
The  former  falls  into  the 
Ceiriog,  then  into  the  Dee, 
and  at  laft  into  the  fea  at 
Chefter.  The  latter,  ta¬ 
king  a  contrary  direction, 
joins  the  Vyrnwy,  then  the 
Severn,  and  fails  into  the 
lea  at  Chepftow, 

Pryfg-Gwen,  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  feat,  within  about 
two  hundred  yards  of  the 
Morlas,  has  evidently  taken 
its  name  from  our  hero. 

I  he  inhabitants  of  thefe 
parts  are  now  all  Englifh, 
but  thefe  Welfh  names  of 
places  are  neverthelefs  if  ill 
retained.  Pryfg-Gwen— . 
Pryfhenlle — Giya  Morlas 
■ — Bryn  gwylio — Rhos  y 
gadva — Gwernhenlle —  all 
in  St. Martin’s  parifh,  which 
contains  only  two  town- 
fhips,  called  Ifton-fslte  and 
Wefton-id^??, 
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SECTION  XL 

MANSION  HOUSES— BIOGRAPHY,  &c. 


The  favage  ferocity  of  our 
anceftors  in  the  mutual  dilania- 
tion  of  each  other,  which  for 
ages  deluged  thefe  fertile  plains 
with  blood,  fo  degrading  to  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  fo  difgraceful 
to  our  annals,  is  too  poignant  a 
reflexion  to  a  fenfible  mind.  Let 
the  thought  glance  inftantane- 
oufly,  without  one  moment’s  in¬ 
termediate  contemplation,  from 
the  days  of  the  grief-worn  Lly- 
warch  to  the  better  contrail  of 
the  prefent  times.  Behold  the 
vale, which  formerly  briftled  with 
glittering  pikes  and  brandifh- 
ed  fpears,  and  other  hell-forged 
engines  of  deftru&ion,  now 
difplays  a  more  pleating  view  of 
luxuriant  crops;  the  lowing  herd, 
the  bleating  flock,  the  buftle  of 
laborious  induftry,  how  infinite¬ 
ly  more  grateful  to  a  civilized 
ear  than  the  clangor  of  difcord 
“  to  arms!”  The  genius  of  Bri¬ 
tain  has  exiled  the  daemon  of 
domeftic  war,  never,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  to  found  the  onfet  of  ha¬ 
voc  any  more  in  our  land.  In¬ 
duftry  reigns  in  this  tranquil 
feat  of  happinefs  and  perennial 
plenty,  crowning  its  votaries 
with  garlands  of  reward. 

I  retain  ftill  my  obfervatory, 
and  to  the  fouth  eafl  behold 
Llzvyn-y-groes.  the  feat  of  John 
Evans,  whofe  death  we  have  to 
regret  as  one  of  the  events  of 
the  current  year,  the  only  refl¬ 
uent  efquire  of  our  parilh,  and 


the  worthy  and  ingenious  editor  of 
the  lately  publifhed  map  of  North 
Wales,  which  for  correftnefs 
and  elegance,  will  tranfmit  his 
name  with  honour  to  poflerity. 

To  the  fouth-weft  lies  Carreg- 
Hwva,  in  the  laft  century  the 
country-feat  of  Sir  Thomas 
Jones,  one  of  the  judges  of  af- 
fize;  and  now  the  property  of 
his  namefake  and  defcendant, 
who  has  a  considerable  property 
in  this  parifh. 

Further  to  the  fouth-weft,  on 
the  confines  of  the  parifh,  is  Si¬ 
tuated  Pentre  Heilyn,  formerly 
the  feat  of  the  Heilyns,  who 
took  this  for  their  cognomen, 
from  their  being  hereditary  cup¬ 
bearers  to  the  princes  of  Powys. 
It  feems  they  were  alfo  purfe- 
bearers,  and  minifters of  finance, 
and  their  extravagance  of  the 
public  money  gave  rife  to  the 
proverb — “  Hael  Heilyn  o  god 
“  v  wlad.”  Heilyn  is  generous 
out  of  the  public  purfe. 

In  the  family  of  Heilyns  I  find 
three  that  will  not  difgrace  our 
Cambrian  Biography.  The  firft 
was  G  rono  ab  Heilyn,  chofen 
by  our  laft  Llewelyn,  to  treat 
with  the  commiflioners  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Longfhanks,  for  the  con¬ 
cluding  of  a  final  peace  :  which 
was  done,  and  the  terms  obferv- 
ed  for  a  while,  until  the  oppref- 
fion  of  the  Englifh  became  no 
longer  tolerable.  Thus  driven 
to  the  laft  extremity,  defpair 

ftrung 
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fining  Cambria’s  bow ;  Snowdon 
re-echoed  with  “  death  or  free- 
44  dom;” — its  lord  fell  by  the 
hand  of  an  affafTm,  and  with  him 
-expired  liberty.. 

The  fecond,  was  Mr.  Row¬ 
land  Heilyn,  alderman  and  fhe- 
riff  of  London  ;  who  dying  in 
the  year  1634,  without  male  if- 
fue,  one  of  his  daughters  marry¬ 
ing  a  Congreve,  the  effate  was 
transferred  to  that  family.. 
44  This  Rowland  Heilyn  was  a 
44  man  of  fingular  goodnefs.  He 
64  caufed  the  Welfh  bible  to  be 
44  printed  at  his  own  charge,  in 
44  a  portable  volume,  for  the 
44  benefit  of  his  countrymen  ; 
44  which  was  before  in  a  large 
44  church  folio.  He  alfo  pub- 
64  lifhed  the  pra&ice  of  piety,  in 
44  Welfh;  and  a  Welfh  dic- 
cc  tionary.  for  the  benefit  of  his 
4,4  countrymen.  The  Welfh 


44  bibles  before  were  rare  and 
44  coffly,  but  now  grown  com- 
44  mon  in  every  man’s  hand,  and 
44  in  his  own  mother’s  tongue*.’* 

The  third  was  Dr.  Peter  Hey- 
lin,  nephew  to  the  above  men¬ 
tioned,  Rowland.  The  Do£lor’s 
name  and  works  are  fo  well 
known,  that  I  need  fay  no  more 
refpe&ing  him  here,  fave  that 
he  died  in  the  year  1662. 

Under  the  weftern  brow  of 
this  hill  lies  Abertanat,  formerly 
the  feat  of  theTanats,  and  after 
them  of  the  Godolphins  of  Coed 
Dolffin  in  Cornwal.  The  laft 
Godolphin  left  this  eftate  from 
its  lawful  heir,  to  Lord  Ofborne. 

A  little  farther  towards  the 
north,  hands  Blodvoel ,  formerly 
a  frequent  bardic  theme,  when 
refidence  of  Gwervul  Hael.  It 
is  now  the  property  of  Lord 
Bradford. 


SECTION  XII . 

RELIGION— MANNERS— LANGUAGE— AND  MISCEL¬ 
LANEOUS  OBSERVATIONS. 


There  are  no  profeffed  dif- 
fenters  in  the  parifh.  They  are 
all  either  of  the  efiablifhed  reli¬ 
gion,  or  of  no  religion  at  all. 

There  is  fcarce  an  inhabitant 
here,  who  is  not  able,  with  the 
greatefl  eafe  and  indifference,  to 
lpeak  both  Englifh  and  Welfh; 
the  Welfh  language  being  hill 
fpoken  on  the  confines  of  Offa’s 
dike,  is  a  proof  of  its  permanen¬ 
cy  ;  however  anxious  fome  of 

*  Dr.  Peter  Heylin’s  Life,  by  Barnard 
lyn’s  Account  of  the  Welfh  Bible. 


the  mixed,  or  baflard  tribe,  may 
be  for  its  total  extin&ion.  The 
arguments  brought  by  thofe  who 
plead  that  one  general  language 
only,  fhould  be  fpoken  by  all 
his  majefly’s  fubjedfs,  may  be 
fpecious  enough.  It  would  be 
convenient  to  a  few  travellers , 
if  44  his  majefly’s  good  fubje&s 
44  in  Wales  were  all  Englifh  : 
“  but  however,  it  can  hardly  be 
44  defired  that  a  whole  nation 

and  Vernon,  1663.— See  alfo  Dr.  Llywe- 

“  fhould 
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“  fhouid  forget,  their  own 
“  tongue,  and  learn  another, 
M  for  them;  the  only  reafon- 
“  able  method  for  removing 
“  this  inconvenience  would  be 
“  for  fuch  perfons,  before  they 
e‘  go  into  that  country,  to  take 
ft  care  to  learn  Welfh*.” 

•  Some  advocates  for  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  Welfh  tongue,  are 
vain  enough  to  prognofticate  a 
near  approaching  day,  when  it 
will  be  numbered  among  the 
dead.  They  fee  fome  few  fami¬ 
lies  upon  the  borders,  and  about 
a  dozen  innkeepers  upon  the 
poff  roads,  who  fpeak  Englifh 
only :  but  there  are  thoufands, 
and  tens  of  thoufands  in  the 
wilds  of  Wales,  “  who  have 
“  learned  the  language  of  their 
“  parents,  and  of  their  country, 
as  naturally  and  as  innocently 
as  they  fucked  their •  mother’s 
“  breafts,  or  breathed  the  com- 
“  mon  air:  they  have  neither 
<c  opportunity  nor  inclination  to 
<£  learn  any  other  tongup.”— 
This  is  the  impregnable  fortrefs 
of  the  Welfh"  language,  whpre 
a  rivetted,  cordial  antipathy, 
againft  the  Englifh  tongue,  caufed 
by  the  cruelties  of  Edw.  I.and  of 
the  Eancaftrian  family,  dwells 
as  commander  in  chief.  Storm 
this  garrifon,and  overturn  Snow¬ 
don  from  its  bafe+o 

1  .  }  4  V  '  i  1 


Having  already  hinted  at  the 
purity  of  the  dialedfs  fpoken  by: 
the  people  of  thefe  parts:  per¬ 
mit  me  to  repeat  it  again.  The 
Welfh  and  Englifh,  though  as  it 
were  blended  together  for  thefe 
thoufand  years  part,  yet  both, 
when  feparately  fpoken,  are  un¬ 
commonly  pure.  The  former, 
is  equal  to  any  in  the  moll  in¬ 
terior  and  inacceffible  parts  of 
Wales;  the  latter,  has  neither 
that  barbarifm  of  didlion  we  hear 
in  our  metropolis,  nor  the  awk- 
wardnefs  of  expreftion  we  meet 
with  among  the  peafantry  of  the 
Engliih  counties. 

That  the  Welfh  commit  fuch 
egregious  blunders  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  fpeak  Englifh,  fo  as  to 
ufe  the  feminine  pronoun  her , 
inftead  of  the  fir  ft  perfon  fingu- 
lar  /,  is  fade,  without  the  leaft 
foundation.  They  commit,  it 
is  true,  juft  as  many  blunders  in 
fpeaking  Engliih,  as  the  Englifh 
themfelves  would  do  in  fpeaking 
French,  or  Irifh,  before  they  are 
taught  ;  and  no  morej:.  This 
mode  of  burlefquing  the  W elih, 
originated  in  the  ridicule  with 
which  the  Saxon  viftors  illi¬ 
berally  treated  their  conquered 
vaflals;  and  which  is  ftftl  car¬ 
ried  on  in  fpite  of  reafon  and  li¬ 
berality,  by  the  folly  and  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  defcendants  of  our 

once 


f  Dr.  Llevyelyn. 

+  See  the  Spirited  reply  of  an  old  Welfhman  to  Henry  II.  refpe&ing  the  duration 
pf  his  vernacular  tongue,  preferyed  by  Giraldus  C4mbrenfis. 

t  Mr.  Hucks,  in  his  Pedeftrian  Tour  of  Wales,  publifhed  I795>  at  Pa£e  25>  acca~ 

fes  the  Welfh  of  pfing  the  veih  of  the  third  perfon,  for  the  verb  of  th tfrji.  1  knows, 

}5  a  general  charadlerifbc  of  the  common  dialed!  in  England,  but  it  is  never  heard  in 

Walts.  Their  folecifms  confift  of  far  different  peculiarities. - With  fubmiflion  tp 

Mr.  Elucks’s  ingenuity, "and  veneration  for  bis  philanthropic  liberality  of  fentimenf, 

X  propose  the  following  cqrredlions  to  be  obierved  in  the  fecond  edition  of  his  tour, 

to  which  it  fairly  bids  claim : 

<  - 

Page 
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once  infulting  foes.  By  lolly 
and  ignorance  it  maybe  repeated ; 
for  the  infult  now  never  occurs, 
fave  from  the  mouth  of  the 
rudefl  Goth,  the  pen  of  the  pal¬ 
try  pamphleteer,  or  common 
ballad  monger.  The  immortal 
Shakfpeare,  it  is  to  be  regretted, 
in  compliance  with  the  bad  taffe 
of  his  age,  interlarded  the  mod 
angelic  poetry,  with  the  mod 
grovelling  nonfenfe  in  ridicule 
of  a  brave  but  vanquifhed  peo¬ 
ple,  that  ever  difgraced  the  dra¬ 
matic  page;  and  all,  perhaps, 
without  ever  hearing  a  Wellh- 
man  fpeak. 

Strength,  courage,  and  acti¬ 
vity ,  have  al  ways  been  the  cha- 
ra&eridics  of  the  men  of  this 
parifh ;  but  unfortunately,  too 
often  applied  to  dnider  purpofes. 

It  is  a  melancholy  faft,  that  more 
coroners’  inqueffs  have  been  held 

pa,re  rg — jhe  hills  about  Llangynog  are  fandy 

The  hills  are  chiefly  of  a  fhaly  ftate;  there  is  no  fand  within  twenty  miles  of  the 
place. 

Page  31 — “  The  vale  of  Llangollen  wooded  with  beech .” 

This  mull  be  a  miftake  for  birch ;  beech  is  not  a  native  of  any  part  of  Wales. 

Page  35 — “  Miners  and  fmoke  of  furnaces  below  Llangollen,’* 

They  mufl  be  lime-men ,  and  fmoke  of  lime-kilns. 

Page  70 — u  Abber  Conway.” 

The  town  of  Conway  itfelf,  and  no  other,  is  called  by  the  Wdfh,  Aber  Conwy,  or 
the  mouth  of  the  Conway  ;  the  little  village  of  Aber,  is  called  Abergwyngregin,  from 
the  quantity  of  cockles  found  there. — Gwyngregin  means  literally  white Jhells. 

Page  87 — •“  Gwyndy,  a  place  of  hofpitality.” 

It  may  be  fo,  but  the  name  Gwyndy,  exprelfes  neither  more  nor  Iefs  than  a  ’white • 
ivajhed  houfe. 

Ibid — <c  Hoel  don  ferry.” 

The  right  name  is  Moel  y  don. 

Page  88—“  Caer-ar-fon  means  a  walled  town.” 

Caer  means  as  much  itfelf.  Caer-yn-Arvon,  is  a  town  fituate  in  the  diftrid  of 

i 

Arvon. 

Page  108—“  Tin  Sarfenick,  meaning  no  Saxon.’’ 

What  they  fay  is,  dim  faefneg,  meaning  no  Englijh. 

Page  xi2 — “  Avon  vawr.” 

The  name  of  the  river  is  Maw,  from  which  Barmouth ,  rede  Aber  Maw,  takes  its 
jiamc. 

rienced 
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here,  within  thefe  thirty  years* 
than  have  been  perhaps  in  any 
other  parifh  in  Wales.  The 
fource  of  thefe  misfortunes  mud 
be  the  prevailing  vice  of  drunk- 
enefs. 

The  difpofition  of  the  people 
in  general,  is  openhearted  and 
communicative.  Nature  has  not 
been  niggard  in  the  endowment 
of  their  minds,  although  the  in¬ 
genious  Mr.  Pinkerton  alTerts 
that  the  Welfh,  wild  Irifh,  and 
Highland  Scotch,  are  a  diftin£t 
fpecies  ot  people,  ignorant  in 
the  extreme,  and  incapable  of 
improvement.  This  is  flying  in 
the  face  of  reafon,  common 
fenfe,  and  experience.  The  fons 
of  Ireland  and  Scotland  occupy 
the  fhrillefl  notes  that  are  found¬ 
ed  on  the  clarion  of  fame.  They 
have  fupplied  the  armies  of  Eu¬ 
rope  with  valiant  and  expe- 
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rienced  officers  ; — they  have  fur- 
niffied  the  cabinets  of  princes 
with  minifters  of  ftate ;  the 
courts  of  juftic-e  with  orators; — 
and  the  libraries  of  England 
with  authors,  who  have  adorn¬ 
ed  the  various  departments  of 
fcience.  And  yet,  thefe,  Mr. 
Pinkerton  fays,  are  Celts,  inca¬ 
pable  of  mental  culture ;  and 
under  the  fame  parallel  of  natu¬ 
ral  endowments  with  the  Lap¬ 
landers,  Samojedes,  and  Hot¬ 
tentots.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
his  gothic  differtation  has  never 
been  anfwered ;  for  who  in  his 
fenfes  could  believe  him  to  be 
in  earnefl?  or  if  he  did,  fiience 
is  the  moil  manifeft  indication 
©f  contempt. 

It  may  be  urged,  that  the 
Scotch  who  have  been,  or  are 
eminent,  are  Lowlanders ;  they 
may  be  fo  by  birth,  but  their 
names  prove  their  Gaelic  de- 
fcent. 

I  muft  confefs,  that  the  Welffi 
have  not  had  fuch  a  fpirit  of  en- 
terprife  to  roufe  their  dormant 
powers  into  adlion.  But  the 
Scotch  were  never  conquered 
by  the  Englifh,  confequently  the 
energy  of  their  charadler  was 
never  broken  like  that  of  the 
former.  Vanquiffied  and  de- 
jefted,  the  natives  of  Cambria, 
funk  into  mental  liftlelfnefs  ; 
hke  Ifrael  in  Babylon,  they 
hung  up  the  harp  of  fcience  in 
defpair.  A  combination  of  cir- 
c  uni  fiances  confpired  to  over- 
j  call  W ales  with  a  cloud  of  ob- 
fcurity.  Depreffion  produces 
indolence,  which  becomes  a  pa¬ 
rent  of  the  moll  tyrannical  ol 
natural  evils,  poverty.  And 
where  poverty  wields  the'  fcep- 


tre,  abilities  are  chained,  and 
rendered  ufelefs.  Wealth  with¬ 
out  abilities,  and  abilities  with¬ 
out  means  of  coming  to  light, 
are  cyphers.  In  Wales  they 
feldom  meet,  in  England  often, 
and  never  fail  to  ffiine.  Are  we, 
then,  to  conclude,  that  the 
Welffi,  for  want  of  exertion, 
are  totally  deftitute  of  natural 
endowments  ?  The  God  of  na¬ 
ture  forbid  it.  Fire  lies  hidden 
in  flint,  until  Heel  makes  the 
difcovery.  Abilities  are  born 
and  buried  with  men,  unob- 
ferved  by  .the  liberal  eye  of  en¬ 
couragement. 

Free  fc hools,  in  England  are 
numerous,  well  endowed,  and 
well  conduced.  Thefe  are  chi- 
fels  in  the  hand  of  the  fculptor 
providence,  which  form  the 
Apollo  Belvidere,  the  Thracian 
Mars,  the  Socratic  Hercules, 
and  the  Parnaffian  nine,  out  of 
the  marble  block.  We  have 
no  endowed  fchools  worth  no¬ 
tice,  in  Wales ;  and  until  we 
have,  we  muft  remain  in  igno¬ 
rance  and  obfcurity,  and  that 
for  ever. 

If  Wales  cannot  boaft  of  a 
philofophic  Bacon,  an  experi¬ 
mental  Boyle,  or  an  hiftoric 
Gibbon,  are  we  then  to  con¬ 
demn  the  whole  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  as  an  inferior  race  of  men  ? 
'Hie  voice  of  reafon  reiterates 
the  negative ;  and  its  unjaun¬ 
diced  eve  perceives,  that  if  the 
great  Newton,  that  luminary  of 
the  fcientific  world,  had  been  a 
native  of  Wales,  and  confe¬ 
quently  fubjedl  to  all  its  con¬ 
comitant  di  [advantages,  his 
ftrong-winged  genius  would  not 
probably  have  foared  above  the 

fphere 
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fphere  of  a  common  Arithme¬ 
tician. 

It  is  not  the  few  comets  of 
literature,  who  move  in  eccen¬ 
tric  orbits  :  but  the  mafs  of  the 
people,  undifguifed  and  uncul¬ 
tivated  nature,  that  (hould  cora- 
pofe  the  criteria  of  national  cha¬ 
racter.  Wales  has  no  need  to 
hefitate  this  teft.  But  the  judges 
fhould  underhand  the  language 
of  the  nation  at  the  bar  ;  other¬ 
wise,  like  an  Englilh  tourift  in 
Wales,  alking  the  natives  a 
queilion  in  an  unknown  tongue, 
he  would  conftrue  their  filence 
into  ignorance  and  fuliennefs. 

From  Mr.  Pinkerton’s  par¬ 
tial  decifion,  between  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  two  nations,  it  feems, 
that  his  circle  of  obfervation  in 
England,  reached  no  lower  than 
the  great— the  polite— -and.  the 
learned;  and  that  in  Wales, 
his  conneftion  foared  no  higher 
than  drunkards,  tinkers,  and  the 
like.  Had  it  been  otherwife, 
he  could  not  have  formed  fuch 
a  contrail  between  his  brutilh 
Celts  and  his  noble  Goths.  In 
his  travels  through  England,  his 
philofophic  mind  mull  have  ex¬ 
cited  in  him  a  curiolity  to  con- 
verfe  a  little  with  the  peafantry 
of  his  own  nation ;  if  he  did, 
in  the  name  of  candour,  how 
could  he  ever  after  accufe  any 
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other  nation  of  “  extreme  igno- 
“  ranee,  and  incapacity  ol  im- 
“  provement”?  Their  boor- 
ilhnefs  has  no  rival ;  and  oi 
their  ignorance,  a  clergyman  of 
their  own  gives  us  fatisfaftion ; 
who,  a  few  years  ago,  on  com¬ 
ing  to  his  parilh,  within  twenty 
miles  of  the  metropolis,  could 
get  no  anfwer  from  feveral  of 
his  parilhioners,  to  a  very  plain 
queilion,  viz.  “  Who  was 
“  Chriil”?---Can  we  find  fuch 
ignorance  in  Wales-— the  wilds 
of  Ireland— or  the  highlands  of 
Scotland  ? 

To  conclude  ;---as  defpotic 
laws  require  violent  means  to 
put  them  in  execution,  fo  ab~ 
furd  theories  require  prepolie- 
rous  arguments  to  fupport  them  : 
and  Mr.  Pinkerton  would  have 
faved  himfelf  the  trouble  of 
much  reading,  and  writing,  if 
he  had  reduced  his  whole  dilfer- 
tation  into  this  plain,  though 
bold,  hypothefis ;  namely,  “  that 
“  the  poor— the  illiterate— the 
“  mean-— the  ideot  of  whatever 
“  nation,  are  Celts /--and  that  the 
“  rich-— the  learned— the  noble 
“  -—the  philofophic,  of  what- 
“  ever  kindred  or  tongue,  are 
“  Goths.”  This  would  have 
been  a  knock-down-argument 
indeed,  and  hardly  more  abfurd 
than  the  other. 


The  numbers  affixed  to  the  divifions  or  fe&ions  in  this  ac¬ 
count,  and  alfo  to  the  preceding  and  following  ones,  are  refer¬ 
ences  to  fome  queries  that  were  fent  abroad,  and  which  are 
printed  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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PARISH  OF  LLANRUG, 

IN 

CAERNARVONSHIRE. 


i 

THE  above  parifh  is  fituated 
within  two  miles  of  Caer¬ 
narvon,  in  the  hundred  of 
Arsron  and  Comot  of  Is 
Gwyrvai ;  it  is  bounded  on 
the  North  and  Eaft  by  Llan- 
Beblic,  and  Llanddeiniolen,  on 
the  S.  E.  by  Llan-Beris,  and  on 
the  S.  and  S.  Vvr.  by  Bettws 
and  Llan-Beblic.  Prefcol  and 
a  few  other  houfes  which  are 
in  the  parifh  of  Llanvair  Is 
Gaer,  are  furrounded  by  this 
parifh.  The  church  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  St.  Michael,  to  whofe 
memory  an  annual  feftival  was 
formerly  kept  on  that  day,  which 
is  now  converted  to  a  Jlatute,  or 
fair,  for  hiring  fervants.  It  is 
conjectured  the  parifh  was  call¬ 
ed  Llanrhyg,  from  its  being 
more  favorable  to  the  growth 
and  cultivation  of  rliyg,  i.  e. 
rye,  than  any  other  grain  ;  or  from 
Grug,  heath,  with  which  the 
mountain  Cevn  Du  abounds, by 
carrying  which  to  Caernarvon, 
and  difpofing  of  it  to  the  bakers 
and  others,  numbers  of  the  poor 
of  this  parifh  fupport  their  fa¬ 
milies. 


No.  III.  There  is  an  old  for* 
tifi cation,  on  an  infulated  rock 
near  Cwm  y  GIo,  in  this  parifh, 
called  Caer  Cwm  y  Glo;  the 
wall  is  about  nine  feet  thick, 
and  in  fome  places  about  fix  or 
feven  high ;  the  entrance  is 
from  the  weft;  feveral  other 
fortifications  are  vifible  from  it, 
fuch  as  Dinas  Dinorweg,  Llys, 
and  Pen  y  Gaer,  in  Llandd¬ 
einiolen  parifh  ;  the  circular 
wratch  tower,  between  the  two 
lakes  in  Llan  Beris  parifh  and 
Dinas  Dinlle,  near  the  fea  in 
Llan  Dwrog  parifh.  Near  Waun 
y  Llwnc,  in  this  parifh,  on  the 
fide  of  the  hill  called  Cevn  Du, 
is  an  immenfe  circular  heap  of 
fmall  ftones,  called  Carneddwen, 
i.  e.  the  white  Barrow,  fo  de¬ 
nominated  from  the  colour  of 
the  ftones,  probabfy  fome  bodies 
were  interred  under  it,  or  it 
might  have  anfwered  the  p.ur- 
pofe  of  a  beacon,  as  its  fcite  is 
very  confpicuous. 

No.  VI.  The  only  manfion 
houfes  in  my  parifh  are  Plas 
Tirionand  Glangunney,  or  more 
properly,  Glan-gwyn-aig  i.  e. 
3  the 
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the  ffeep  bank  or  declivity  of 
the  foaming,  or  white  water* 
river,  or  cataraft,  late  the  feat 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts,  Arch¬ 
deacon  of  Merioneth,  now  the 
property  of  Thomas  Lloyd, 
Efq ;  of  Shrewfbury  :  feveral 
Roman  coins,  old  fwords,  &c. 
were  found  here,  from  which 
it  is  conjectured,  that  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  whilflat  Segontium,  might 
have  retreated  hither  on  fome 
emergency. — Plas  Tirion  is  the 
property  of  John  Rowlands,  of 
Crug,  Efq. 

No.  XI.  The  greateft  part  of 
the  lower  beautiful  lake  of  Llan 
Beris,  is  in  this  parilh ;  it  is 
about  two  miles  in  lensrth,  and 
about  half  or  three  quarters  of 
one  in  breadth,  out  of  which 
iffues  the  river  Rhythell,  or  as 
it  is  called  at  Caernarvon,  where 
it  empties  itfelf  into  the  Menai, 
Seint  or  Seiont. 

No.  XV.  The  foil  is  in  general 
gravelly,  and  moll  friendly  to 
£ll  1 

No.  XVII.  The  moff  ufual 
calcareous  manure,  are  lime  and 
ihells,  which  are  brought  from 
the  fhore  of  the  Menai,  near 
Elanvair  Ifgaer,  about  three  miles 
off. 

No. XIX.  The  ufual  fucceffion 
of  crops  are  oats,  barley  ;  oa:s, 

then  barley  and  clover  feed. 

✓ 

No.  XXII.  On  an  average,  it  is 
fuppofed  there  may  be  about 
one  thoufand  fheep  in  the  parilh, 
the  fheep-walks  are  about  five 
miles  in  circumference,  and 
compofed  partly  of  a  coarfe, 
rough  common,  and  a  high  ridge 
of  heathy  ground  ;  the  fheep  are 
in  general  very  fmall,  and  the 
wool  coarfe. 


^  No.  XXIX.  The  ufual  fuel, are 
lods  or  turf  cut  From  the  furface 
of  the  common,  and  peat  pro¬ 
em  ed  from  the  Turbaries  on 
Cevn  Du  hill.  The  coals  are 
chiefly  brought  from  Liverpool; 
though  they  have  lately  been 
found  in  fmall  quantities  in  An- 
glefey*  Many  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  card  and  fpin,  and  raanu* 
fafture  their  own  cldthes,  and 
fend  a  quantity  of  woollens  to 
the  Englifh  markets* 

No.  XX  XI II .  There  are  feveral 
flate  quarries  on  Glynn  Rhanwy 
farm,  and  Cevn  Du  hill,  in  this 
parifh  ;  the  Hate  are  brought 
down  in  boats  to  the  lower  end 
of  the  lake,  and  thence  carried 
in  carts  to  Caernarvon. 

No. XXXVI.  There  are  about 
ninety  houfes  in  the  pariOi 
which  at  five  perfons  to  a  fa¬ 
mily,  will  produce  4^0  inha¬ 
bitants. 

No.  XXXVII.  On  examining 
the  regifler  for  the  laft  ten  years, 
and  for  ten  years  at  the  diflance 
of  half  a  century,  the  Hate  of 
population  appears  to  be  on  the 

in  f  rpn  1  p 

No.  XXXVIII.  The  number 
of  the  poor  is  very  inconfiderable, 
perhaps  not  more  than  fix  or 
eight:  There  is  no  workhoufe 
in  the  parilh ;  and  a  fmall  pit¬ 
tance  is  allowed  them  weekly : 
The  poor  rates  do  not  exceed 
eighteen-pence  in  the  pound. 

No.  XLI.  There  is  a  day  and 
a  funday  fchool  in  the  parilh, 
fupported  by  the  contributions 
of  the  parifh ioners ;  the  number 
of  children  is  from  forty  to  fifty. 

No.  XLII.  Two  farms  in  this 
parifh,  viz.  Drws  Deugoed,  and 
Cae’r  Weddus,  have  been  be¬ 
queathed 
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queathed  for  the  purpofe  ot  ap¬ 
prenticing  poor  boys,  and  the 
Bifhop  and  Dean  are  two  of  the 
truflees.  The  intereft  of  feven 
pounds  has  alfo  been  left,  to  be 
diftributed  in  bread  to  the 
poor  at  Chriilmas.  Over  the 
porch  or  gateway  leading  to  the 
church-yard  is  this  infcription: 
“  Built  1714;  a  legacy  of  five 
pounds  bequeathed  by  the  reve¬ 
rend  Rice  Morgan,  towards  this 
porch;  was  laid  out  by  Rowland 
Williams,  reftor,  and  Owen 
fones,  and  Thomas  Roberts, 
wardens.”  Owen  Thomas,  of 
Glynn  Ivor,  left  five  pounds 
to  the  poor  of  this  parifh,  with 
which  was  built  a  houfe 
called  Bryn-Crwn,  for  their 
ufe  ;  likewife  his  brother  David 
Thomas,  gave  the  fum  of  three 
pounds  ten  {hillings  towards 
completing  the  laid  houfe. — 
Catherine  Thomas,  of  Dol 
Gynvil,  (after  her  marriage, 
Mrs.  Jones,  of  Rhos  Bothen, 
in  the  county  of  Anglefey,)  left 
five  pounds  to  the  poor  of  this 
parilh;  and  likewife,  John 
Jones,  of  Bryn-y-Vedwen,  be¬ 
queathed  three  pounds  for  the 
fame  charitable  purpofe,  with 
which  was  lately  built  (for  the 
ufe  of  the  poor)  near  Bryn-y- 
Vawog  on  Rhos-Rug,  a  houfe 
called  Ty’r-Ilodion. 

No.  XLIII.  The  inhabitants 
are  generally  of  the  efiablifhed 
church ;  the  proportion  of  dif- 
fenters  may  be  about  one  in  ten. 

No.  XLIV.  The  value  of  the 
living  is  about  ninety  pounds 
per  annum :  the  reblor  is  a  fin- 
gle  man  ;  he  refides  in  the  pa¬ 
rifh,  and  ferves  the  church. — 
Xhere  is  neither  a  glebe  nor  a 


reftory ;  but  a  houfe  called 
Ty’n  y  Coed,  near  the  church 
in  this  parifh  ;  which  was  bought 
with  two  hundred  pounds  Queen 
Anne’s  B.  M.  appropriated  for 
the  augmentation  of  the  reftory 
of  Llan-Beris,  is  intended  by  the 
Bifhop  to  be  the  refidence  of  the 
Reffor  of  Llan-Rug,  and  he 
has  with  that  intention  given 
both  preferments  to  the  fame 

perfon. - Griffith  Williams, 

who  lived  in  Archbiffiop  Wil¬ 
liams’s  time,  and  became  Bifhop 
of  Offory,  in  Ireland,  was 
born  in  the  parifh  of  Llan- 
rug.  (See  Wood's  Athen.  Oxon. 

X.  M. ) - Dr.  Edwards,  of 

Caernarvon,  fon  to  the  Rev. 
Robert  Edwards,  late  reftor  of 
this  parifh,  failed  round  the 
world  with  Admiral  Anfon,  and 
was  buried  in  this  church-yard. 

A  lift  of  incumbents  to  the  above 
parifh : 

John  Cadwalader. 

Rice  Morgan,  who  erefted  the 
church-yard  porch ;  buried  at 
Bangor,  April  23d,  1708. 
Henry  Williams. 

Rowland  Williams,  who  lived 
at  Plas-Tirion,  and  buried 
Jan.  11th,  172-J,  father  of 
Dr.  David  Williams. 

Robert  Edwards,  who  lived  at 
Ty-Gwyn,  refigned  and  went 
to  Ireland;  he  was  father  of 
Dr.  Edwards,  of  Caernarvon. 
Owen  Williams,  reftor  from 
1737,  to  1 777;  he  lived  at 
Cae-Poeth. 

John  Ellis,  died  June  14,  1792, 
and  was  buried  at  Llan  Beblig. 
Peter  Williams,  the  prefent 
worthy  re&or. 


TOPO- 


(  2§7  ) 


TOPOGRAPHY  OF  WALES. 


WALES,  called  Cymru  by 
the  natives,  was  originally 
divided  into  many  royalties  or 
lordfhips,  and  often  varying  in 
the  number ;  but  in  general  all  of 
them  were  fubjefi  in  a  degree, 
during fome  periods  at  lead,  to  one 
or  the  other  of  the  three  princi¬ 
palities  of  Gwynedd,  Powys ,  and 
Deheubarth  ;  or  North  Wales, 
Powys,  and  South  Wales. 

The  meafure  of  length 

Tri  hydheidden,  un  modvedd, 
Tair  modvedd,  un  palvod, 

Tair  palvod,  un  troedvedd, 

Tair  troedvedd,  un  cam, 

T ri  cham,  un  naid, 

T air  naid,  un  grwn, 

Mil  grwn,  or  tir,  un  milltir. 


The  greateft  diflridf  of  a  de¬ 
terminate  extent,  was  the  Can - 
trev,  analogous  in  moll  refpe&s 
to  the  Englifh  hundred.  The 
Cantrev  confifled  of  a  certain 
number  of  fub di v  1  lions,,  afcer- 
tained  by  the  primitive  meafure- 
ment  of  the  Britons,  as  defined 
in  the  laws  of  Hywel ,  and  there¬ 
in  faid  to  be  firft  inllituted  in 
the  time  of  Dyvnwal. 


Threebarley  corn  lengths,  one  inch 

Three  inches,  one  palm 

Three  palms,  one  foot 

Three  feet,  one  pace 

Three  paces,  one  leap 

Three  leaps,  one  ridge,  or  land 

One  thoufand  lands  one  mile. 


confided  of  the  following  gradations : 


LAND  MEASURE. 


The  ancient  conftitution  of 
Wales  thus  explains  the  mea¬ 
fure  of  a  lawful  acre.  Four 
feet  in  the  length  of  the  fhort 
yoke ;  eight  in  the  field  yoke ; 
twelve  in  the  lateral  yoke  ;  fix- 
teen  in  the  long  yoke;  and  a  rod 
equal  in  length  with  that  in  the 
hand  of  the  driver;  with  his 
other  hand  upon  the  middle 
knob  of  that  yoke ;  and  as  far 
as  that  reaches  on  each  fide  of 
him  is  the  breadth  of  the  acre  ; 
and  thirty  times  that ,  is  its 
length. 

It  is  otherwife  defined  thus : 
Sixteen  feet  are  in  the  length 


of  the  long  yoke;,  fixteen  yokes 
make  the  length  of  the  acre ; 
and  two  make  its  breadth. 

In  the  fhort  yoke  there  were 
two  oxen  a-breaff  ;  in  the  next 
four  ;  in  the  next  fix ;  and  in 
the  lad  eight.  This  method  of 
yoking  cattle  was  not  difufed  ih 
fome  parts  of  the  country  in  the 
laff  century. 

Neither  meadow,  paffure,  nor 
wood  land  were  included  in  the 
acre;  for  only  the  arable  ground 
was  meafured,  and  that  of  every 
other  defcription  was  deemed 
wade. 

The 


a 
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The  extent  of  the  various  territorial  divifions,  according  1® 


the  foregoing  meafurement,  ar 

4  Ervh 
4  Tyddyn, 

4  Rhandir, 

4  Gavel, 

4  Trev, 

12  Maenol,  and  2  Trev; 
2  Cwmwd, 


feen  in  this  table. 

1  Tyddyn,  tenement 
1  Rhandir,  di  drift 
1  Gavel,  bailiwick 
1  Trev,  townfhip 
1  Maenol,  manor 
1  Cwmwd,  affociation 
1  Cantrev,  or  hundred  towns. 


Or  thus : 


4  Erw, 


2  <56 - > 

4  Trev, 


5  o - > 

1 00 - , 

The  prefentdivifionof  W  ales, 
confiding  of  thirteen  counties, 
were  fettled  on  the  mtroduftion 
of  the  Engiifh  laws  into  the 
country.  In  thefe  the  ancient 


1  Tyddyn 
1  Rhandir 
1  Gavel 
1  Trev 
1  Maenol 
1  Cwmwd 
i  Cantrev. 

Cantrev  and  its  fubdivifiong 
were  preserved  generally;  but 
the  bounds  of  the  principalities 
were  not,  and  perhaps  intenti¬ 
onally  for  political  reafons. 


MERIONETHSHIRE. 


Meirion,  or  Meinonydd,  is 
the  Welfh  name  of  this  county. 
On  the  north  it  has  the  county 
of  Caernarvon ;  on  the  north- 
ead  Denbigh  ;  on  the  ead  and 
fouth-ead  Montgomery;  on  the 
fouth  the  eduary  of  Dyvi ;  and 
the  bay  of  Cardigan  on  the  wed. 
Its  length  from  ead  to  wed  is 
forty-five  miles,  and  its  breadth 
from  north  to  fouth  is  thirty- 
four  miles.  It  is  altogether  the 
ynoft  mountainous  county  in 
Wales;  however,  there  are  feve- 
ral  fertile  and  very  pleafant 
valleys  in  it. 

The  original  divifions  of  this 
county  were  three  Cantrevs ; 


thefe  were  Dunodig ,  Penllyn ; 
and  Meirion;  and  fubdivided 
into  eight  comots.  The  latter 
dill  remain  as  the  divifions  of 
it,  and  are  the  following  : — Ar- 
dudwy ,  Migrant ,  Uwch-meloch , 
Is-nieloch ,  Edeyrnion ,  Mazvdd - 
wy,  Tal-y-bont ,  and  YJluman- 
ner .  There  are  two  market 
towns  of  long  danding,  Bala 
and  Dolgellau  ;  there  are  three 
other  towns  which  have  lately 
fet  up  fmall  markets,  which  are 
Towyn ,  Abermaw ,  and  Harlech . 
There  are  in  it  34  parifhes, 
and  parts  of  three  others  ;  and 
the  number  of  inhabitants  may 
be  calculated  at  about  20,000. 

t  Id 
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In  giving  tlie  following 
names  of  places  in  the  county, 
thole  primitive  words,  which 
enter  moll  generally  into  the 
compofition,  are  explained  in 
the  alphabetical  order  in  which 
they  occur  :  The  names  printed 
in  fmall  capitals  are  parilh 
churches;  each  place  hath  the 
parilh  wherein  it  lies  put  after 
it  in  italics. 

Aber,  a  confluence;  a  fall  of 
one  river  into  another,  or  in¬ 
to  the  fea. 


Aberangell,  the  conflux  of  the 
Angell ;  a  village;  population 
40. — Ma  w  ddwy . 

Abercorus,  the  fall  of  the  river 
Corns;  a  village;  population 
40. — Tal-y-Llyn. 

Abercwmeiddan,  the  fall  of  the 
river  of  Cwmeiddan;  alfo  a  free¬ 
hold  of  30/.  there.—  /  al-y-Llyn . 

Aberdy  vi,  town  and  port ;  popu¬ 
lation  £00;  Ihips  §o.—Towyn. 

Aberdyfyni,  creek,  or  fmall  ef- 
tuary  formed  by  the  Dyfyni 
river. — To  zuy  n . 

Abergyrnolwyn,  the  wheel  nave 
conflux;  a  village,  population 
100. — Llanvihangel  Pennant. 

Aberllyveni,  conflux  of  the 
Llyveni ;  a  farmed  manfion, 
rent  about  tool.  — Tal-y-Llyn . 

Abermaw,  the  fall  of  the  Maw  ; 
improperly  called  Barmouth 
in  Englifh ;  town  and  port ; 
population  1600;  fhips  100.— 
Llanaber. 

Abermynach,  Monk’s  conflux; 
a  farm,  rent  40I. — Mawddwy . 

Aeddren,  boifterous  fummit,  a 
fmall  diftridf,  where  there  are 
three  farms  of  60I.  in  all. — 
Llanvor. 

Avon,  what  flows ;  a  ftream,  or 
a  river. 


Avon  Artro,  Artro  river,  which 
expands  into  an  effuary  at 
Mo  c  liras . — LI  a  n  da  mug. 

Avon  Egryn,  the  river  of  E- 
gryn. —  Llanaber. 

Avon  Einion,  Einion’s  river — * 
Llanuw'  llyn. 

Avon  Llanbedyr,  St.  Peter’s  * 
river. 

Avon  y  Cwm  Bychan,  the  river 
of  Cwm  Bychan. — Llanbedyr. 

Avon  y  Llyniau  Duon,  the  ri¬ 
ver  of  the  black  pools—  Trawf- 
vynydd. 

Avon  y  Ganva,  Canva  river. — 

Llanellty  d. 

Avon  y  Plas  Canol,  Middle 
Hall  river. — Llanaber. 

Avon  Yfgethin,  the  difmal 
ftream. — Llan  del  zuy  wa  u . 

Al,  power;  activity;  element; 
excellent;  very;  moll. 

Alur,  pofTefling  much  virtue; 
a  river  in  Corzven. 

Alwen,  the  white  ftream,  a  ri¬ 
ver  falling  into  the  Dee  near 
Dwyryd. 

Allt,  a  cliff;  a  fteep  of  a  hill;  a 
woody  cliff. 

Angell,  the  ample  chafm ;  a  ri¬ 
vulet  near  Mawddwy . 

Ar ;  upon  ;  bordering ;  or  abut¬ 
ting;  a-top. 

O  7  1 

Aran,  the  fonorous  one;  a  ri¬ 
ver  in  Dolgellau. 

Ardudwy,  the  overflowed  land. 
Dy fry n  Ardudwy,  is  a  mari¬ 
time  flat,  the  remains  of  a  fine 
country  called  Cantrer  Gzoae - 
lod9  upon  which  the  fea  broke, 
in  the  jfixth  century,  when 
Gzuyddno  Gar  an  Hir  was  lord 
of  it.  It  was  an  accident,  as  it 
feems,  owing  to  the  carelefs- 
nefs  of  thofe  who  looked  after 
the  dams. 

U  Aren^ 
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Aren,  a  high  and  fmooth  rife,  or 
mountain ;  of  which  name 
there  is  one  near  Bala. 

Aren  Mawddwy,  a  mountain  in 
LI  any  Mawddwy . 

Aren  Fenllyn,  a  mountain  in 
LlanwLlyn . 

Arenig,  (a  diminutive  of  Aren.) 
a  mountain  in  Llanycil . 

Arenig  V  ach,  the  little  Aren- 
ig. — Llanycil. 

Artro,  a  fmail  river  rifing  above 
Harlech* 


Bala,  an  outlet  of  a  lake;  a 
point,  or  proje&ion.  The 
town  of  this  name  is  on  the 
outlet  of  Llyn  Tegid;  popu¬ 
lation  1500 . — Llanucr. 

Ban,  high,  or  lofty;  an  emi¬ 
nence.— -Banau,  eminences. 

Bedweni,  the  birches;  a  farm 
of  boh —Llangar. 

Bedw  Alien,  the  hoary  birches ; 
a  townfhip  in  Llanvihangd 
Glyn  Myvyr. 

Beddau  Gwyr  Ardudwy,  the 
graves  of  the  men  of  Ardud¬ 
wy.  — Fefti  mo g . 

Betws  Gwervyl  Gogh,  the 
ftation  of  Gwervyl  the  red  ; 
a  church  and  village ;  popu¬ 
lation  50. 

Blaen,  a  point,  or  extremity;  a 
beginning,  or*  fource.  It  is 
often  ufed.  for  the  recelfes  in 
mountains,  where  the  valleys 
terminate. 

Blaenau,  points  or  extremities  ; 
the  openings  from  the  high 
ground. 

Blaen  Cowarch,  the  head  of  the 
river  Cowarch,  a  farm  of 
r|Ql. — Llan  y  Mawddwy . 

Blaen  Llyw,  the  head  or  fource 
,  of  the  river  Llyw. — Llanycil. 

Blaen  y  cwm,  the  head  of  the 


hollow ;  a  farm  of 

Trawfvynydd . 

Blaen  y  cwm  ;  a  farm  of  40I.*— 

Llanddervd. 

Blaen  y  cwm  ;  a  farm  of  30L— 

Llan  dr  Mo. 

Blaen  y  cwm;  a  farm  of  50I. — * 
LlanuwLlyn. 

Blaen  y  ddol,  the  head  of  the 
Holme;  a  farm  of  60L— 

LI  an  gar. 

Blaen  y  Rhyd,  the  head  of  the 
ford;  a  farm  of  50I — Llanycih 
Bod,  a  dwelling,  refidence,  or 
ft  at  ion. 

Bod  Elith,  Elith’s  ham ;  a  farm 
of  40I. —  Llanddervd. 

Bodilan  Hanks  ham  ;  a  man fion, 
with  ademefne  of  ,50!. — Llan~ 
vihangd  Pennant. 

Boddlyn,  the  immerfion  lake, 
near  Drws  Ardudwy. — Llan - 
ddwywau . 

Bodtalog,  the  dwelling  of  Ta- 
log;  a  manfion,  with  a  de- 
mefne  of  180L— Towyn. 
Bodtulog,  the  dwelling  of  Tu~ 
log;  a  farm  of  6o\. ---Llangar. 
Bodwilym,  William’s  town;  a 
farm  of  40I. — Llanaber. 

Bon,  the  bafe,  foot,  or  foundation. 
Bonwm,  bafement;  a  farm  of 
40I. — Corwen. 

Braich,  the  arm,  applied  to  the 
names  of  places,  a  buttrefs,  or 
ridge  of  a  mountain. 
Braich-y-rhew,  the  ridge  of  the 
froft;  a  freehold  of  40I.— 
Towyn. 

Braich  du,  the  black  ridge.— 

Llanddervd . 

Branas,  the  refort  of  crows;  a 
farm  of  60I. — Llandrillo. 
Branas  ifav,  the  lower  Branas; 

a  farm  of  30I. — Llanclnllo . 
Brith,  variegated,  fpotted,  or 
fpeckled. 


Brithdir, 
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Brithdir,  tlie  variegated  land;  a 
difl rift  in  Dolgellau. 

Bron,  a  bread ;  a  round  fmooth 
hill ;  the  fir  ft  fwell  or  rife 
of  a  mountain. 

Brondanwg,  the  rife  or  bread  of 
Tanwg ;  a  farm  of  40!. — 
Llanvrothen . 

Brondanwg.  ifav,  the  lower 
Brondanwg;  afarmofi^l. — 
Llanvrothen . 

Bron  Llywarch,  Llywarch's 

.  hill;  a  farm  of  30L — Xrawf- 
vynydd. 

Bron  y  Clydwr,  the  hill  of  the 
fhelter;  a  freehold  of  40I. — * 
Celynin. 

Bron  y  voel,  the  bread  of  the 
Conical-hill ;  a  farm  of  40I. — 
Llanenddiuyn . 

Bron  y  Voel  ifav,  the  lower 
Bron  y  voel  :  a  farm  of  13I. 
Llanenddiuyn. 

Bron  y  Prys,  the  hill  of  the 
brufh  wood;  a  freehold  of 
23I. — Towyn .  - 

Bron  yr  Wgan,  the  hill  of  the 
frown;  a  farm  of  30. —  Tal- 
y-Llyn. 

Bryn,  a  hill;  plural  Rryniau. 

Bryn  Banon,  Queen’s  hill;  a 
farm  of  100. — Llanvor. 

Bryn  Brith,  Spotted  hill ;  a 
farm  of  30. — Liang ar . 

Bryn  Bwlan,  the  hill  of  the 
round  or  rotundity  ;  a  farm 
of  60I. — ^Llanddervel. 

Bryn  Cae  Meilyr,  Meilyr’s 
field  hill ;  a  farm  of  40I. — - 
Penal. 

Bryn  Derw,  Oak-hill ;  a  farm  of 
30I. — Llanddervel . 

Bryn  Dinas,  Fort-hill  ;  a  free¬ 
hold  of  80I. — Towyn. 

Bryn  Ellyllon,  Goblins’-hill  ; 

a  farm  of  10I. - Llanen - 

ddiuyn . 


Bryn  Glas,  Green-hill;  a  farm 
of  30L — Llanddervel. 

Bryn  Glas,  a  farm  of  40I. — • 

Llanegryn . 

Bryn  Gwyn,  White-hill ;  a 
farm  of  qoI. — D'ohellau . 
Bryn  Hynod,  Confpicuous-hill; 

a  farm  of  60. — Llangower. 
Bryn  Meredydd,  Meiedydd’s- 
hi'll ;  a  farm  of  40I .—~Llan~ 
ddervel. 

Bryn  Moel,  Bare-hill ;  a  farm 
of  24I Llanvor i 
Bryn  Tynoriaid,  the  Hill  of 
the  Drawers;  a  farm  of  30I.-— 
Dolgellau. 

Bryn  Sylwrn,  the  confpicuous 
Knob-hill;  a  farm  of  30I.— - 
Llanddervel. 

Bryn  y  Bwbach,  Hill  of  the 
Sprite;  a  farm  of  30I.— Llan~ 

decwyn. 

Brwn  y  Bwyd,  Hill  of  the  Pro- 
vifion;  a  farm  of  10I .---Llan- 

ddwywau. 

Bryn  y  Clynog,  Hill  of  the 
Knolls;  a  farm  of  30I.--- 

Trawfvynydd. 

Bryn  y  Velih,  Hill  of  the  Mill; 
a  farm  of  10I  .—Llanen* 
ddwyn. 

Bryn  y  Gelynen,  Hill  of  the 
Holly;  a  farm  of  30I _ Llan¬ 

vrothen. 

Bryn  y  Saeth,  Hill  of  the  Ar¬ 
row;  a  farm  of  30I .---Fejl- 

iniog. 

Bryn  y  Saith  Marchog,  Hill  of 
the  Seven  Knights. ---Betw*. 
Bryn  yr  Odyn,  Hill  of  the  Kiln  ; 

a  farm  of  15I _ Fejhmog. 

Bryniarth,  the  hill  garth;  a 
farm  of  70L-— Llanddervel. 
Buarth,  a  fold  for  cattle;  a 
farm  of  20L ---Fejhmog. 
Buarthau,  folds  ;  a  farm  of  gol.— 
Trawjvynyad , 

U  2 
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BiianE Meini,  the  fold of  Hones; 
a  farm  ©F  40L — Tal-y- Llyn\  . 

Buddygre,  the  race  of  viffory  ; 
a  mountain  above  Abermaw. 

Bwlch,  a  gap  ;  a  pafs  between 
rocks.  1 

Bwlch  Coch,  Red  pafs  ;  a  free- 
hold  of  30I . — Llanaber. 

Bwlch  Coch  ;  a  farm  of  go!.— 
Dolgellau. 

Bwlch  Coch  Ifav,  the  lower 
Red  pafs ;  a  farm  of  20I.— 
Dolgellau* 

O  9 

Bwlch  Careg  y  Vran,  Crow  s 
done  pafs,  above  Fefiiniog . 

Bwlch  Carneddog,  Pafs  of  the 
Cams.— ■Llanddervel. 

Bwlch  Maen  Gwynedd,  the  pafs 
of  the  Meer-ftone  oi  Gwyn- 
edd  .—Llandrillo. 

Bwlch  Oerddrws,  Cold  door ; 
a  pafs  between  Dolgellau  and 
Mawddwy . 

Bwlch  y  Buarth,  pafs  of  the 
fold ;  a  farm  of  40I ,-Fef- 

tiniog . 

Bwlch  y  Derw,  Pafs  of  the 
Oaks.— Llanvro  then. 

Bwlch  y  Groes,  Pafs  of  the 
Crofs.—Llanuio'’  llyn. 

Bwlch  y  Vorwyn,  the  Maiden’s 
pafs.- — Llanddervel. 

Bwlch  y  Gyving,  the  pafs  of 
the  fir  ait ;  farm  of  ^oh — 
Tal-y-Llyn. 

Bwlch  y  Pawl,  the  pafs  of  the 
Pole ;  remarkable  for  being 
the  place  appointed  by  Rodri 
the  Great,  to  fettle  diffe¬ 
rences  between  the  princes  of 
Gwynedd  and  Powys. — Llan - 
dr  ill 0* 

Bwlch  y  Rhiwgur,  the  pafs  of  the 
fatiguing  afcent. — Llanabar . 

B  wlch  y  Rhos  W en,  the  pafs  oi 
the  white  meadow.— TrmgA 
vynydd . 


Bwlch  y  Tyno,  the  pafs  of  the 
houfe  plot ;  a  farm  of  iqL-^ 

Llanvor . 

Bwrdd  Arthur,  Arthur’s  tabic, 
a  very  large  flat  ftone,  or 
cromlech ,  on  Berwyn  moun¬ 
tain. — Llandrillo . 

1 

Cad,  the  act  of  keeping,  or 
defending ;  a  battle. 

Cader,  a  keep,  fortrefs,  or  ffrong 
hold. 

Cader  Berwyn,  the  keep  of  Ber¬ 
wyn,  rocks  difficult  of  accefs 
which  crown  that  mountain. 

- — Llandrillo . 

Cae,  an  inclofure;  a  field. 

Cader  Idris,  the  keep  of  Idris, 
near  Dolgellau,  the  higheft 
mountain  in  Wales,  after 
Snowdon. 

Cader  Penllyn,  the  keep  of  Pen- 
llyn,  a  high  mountain  near 
Bala. 

Cae  Coryn,  the  fummit  or 
crown  field  ;  a  farm  of  40I. — 

Llanddervel . 

Cae  Vadog,  Madog’s  field;  a 
farm  of  40I. — Llanaber. 

Cae  Vadog;  a  farm  of  2^1.— 
Penal. 

Cae  Glas,  green  field ;  a  farm 
of  40I. — Llanvrothen. 

Cae  Glas  ;  a  farm  of  30]. — * 

Tra  w / vy  ny  d  d. 

Cae  Glas ;  a  farm  of  40I.— 

Llanvachraeth. 

Cae  Gronw,  Gronw’s  field  ;  a 
freehold  of  6'ol. — Llanaber. 
Cae  Gwion,  Gwion’s  field ;  a 
farm  of  20I. — Llanaber. 

Cae  Gwyn,  white  field  ;  a  farm 
of  10I. — Llanaber. 

Cae  Hir,  long  field ;  a  freehold 
of  30I. — Llanaber. 

Cae  Iago,  James’s  field  ;  a  farm 
of  20I. — Fefiiniog . 

Cae 
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Cae  Ian-o ;  a  farm  of  6oL- — 

Llanddervel. 

Cae-mur-poeth,  hot  cemented 
wall  field  ;  a  farm  of  20I. — • 
Llanaber. 

Cae  Neft,  the  field  of  Nell ;  a 
farmed  manfion  of  70I, — - 

Llanbedyr . 

Cae  Pant,  the  field  of  the  hol¬ 
low  ;  a  farm  of  50I, — Llan¬ 
ddervel. 

Cae  Foeth,  the  hot  field  ;  a  farm 
of  30I. — Llanddervel. 

Cae’r  Berllan,  the  field  of  the 
orchard  ;  a  manfion,  with  a 
demefne  of  70I — Lanvihangel 
Pennant. 

Cae’r  Fynon,  well  field  ;  a 
farm  of  15I. — LJanenddwyn. 

Cae’r  Llwyn,  the  field  of  the 
grove;  a  farm  of  20I, ---Llan¬ 
aber. 

Cae’r  Sarn,  the  field  of  the 
caufeway ;  a  farm  of  2ol,-~- 
Dolgellau. 

Cae  Tani,  the  field  ofTani;  a 
farm  of  i^\.—Llanddwy- 
zoau. 

Caer,  a  fort,  a  fortified  place ;  a 
city. 

Caer  Gai,  the  fort  of  Cai ;  a 
farmed  manfion  of  70L-— 
Llanycil. 

Caer  Ynwch,  the  fort  of  Ynwch; 
a  manfion  with  a  demefne  of 
60I.— Dolgellau: 

Caerau,  the  fortifications,  or 
walls. 

Caerau,  a  farm  of  40I. —  Llan- 
vor. 

Caerau  Bach,  the  little  walls  ;  a 
farm  of  20I. — llanaber. 

Caethle,  the  flrait  or  narrow 
place ;  a  farm  of  l^ol. — 

Totuyn. 

Cain,  fair;  a  river  in  Trawf- 
vynydd% 


Camlan,  winding  hank ;  a  town- 
fhip  in  Mallwyd , 

Canva,  the  white  fpo U—Llan- 
elltyd.  1 

Careg,  a  (lone,  a  {Ingle  mafs  of 
flone. 

Careg  y  Ddavad,  the  Hone  of 
the  fheep  ;  a  farm  of  20k— * 
Llanelltyd. 

Careg  y  Vran,,  the  fione  of  the 
crow. — Fejh  ni  og . 

Careg  y  Vran  ;  a  rock  In  llan-y - 
Mawddzoy. 

Carn,  a  heap  of  hones*  a  fepul- 
chral  heap. 

Carnedd,  a  heap  of  Hones  *  a 
cairn. 

Carnedd  y  Gay/res,  a  vaft  heap 
of  Hones  on  Berwyn  moun¬ 
tain. — Corwen . 

Carneddi  Hengwm,  the  Hone 
heaps  of  the  old  chafm,— 
Llanaber . 

Caftell  Corndochan,  the  caftle 
of  Corndochan. — Llanycil . 

Cafiell  Cynvel,  the  calfle  of  Cyn- 
vel  ;  a  final!  ruin. — Towyn . 

Caftell  Pry  for,  the  caftle  of  Pry- 
for,  near  Trawfvynydd . 

Caftell  y  Beri,  the  caftle  of 
kites,  near  Cae’r  Berllan.—* 
Llanvihangel  Pennant . 

Ced  ris,  the  covered  treafure ;  a 
farm  of  40I- — Tal-y-Llyn . 

Cevyn,  a  back,  a  fumrnit  of  a 
ridge  ;  a  high  ground. 

Cevyn  Bodig,  the  inhabited 
hight ;  a  farm  of  70I. —Llan¬ 
ycil. 

Cevyn  Caer,  the  high  ground  of 
the  fort ;  a  farm  of  30I 
Penal. 

Cevyn  Coch,  Red  ridge ;  a 
farm  of  40I .-—Llanvor. 

Cevyn  Camberth,  the  Winding- 
brake  ridge  ;  a  farm  of 
Ctlymn . 

Cevyn* 
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Cevyn  Creini,  the  fummit  of 
worfhip.---iEzItzw. 

Cevyn  Crib,  the  top  of  the 

ridge  ;  a  farm  of  <yo\.---To- 

wvn. 

,/ 

Cevyn  Cymmerau,  the  fummit 
of  die  confluences  ;  a  free¬ 
hold  of  3< o\.-— Llanenddzuyn . 

Cevyn  Deuddwr,  the  fummit  of 
the  two  waters ;  a  farm  of 
60I.--- Llanellty  d . 

Cevyn  Darowain,  the  ridge  of 
Darowain  ;  'a  farm  of  3  oh— 
Dolgellau. 

Cevyn  Veufydd,  the  fummit 
fields;  a  farm  of  30I.---C?/- 
yhvn. 

Cevyn  Garw,  the  rough  ridge  ; 
a  farm  of  40 \.-—Trawfoy- 
nydd. 

Cevyn  Gwyn,  the  white  ridge  ; 
a  farm  of  ^ol. ---Mawddzuy. 

Cevyn  Poll',  the  ridge  of  the 
Poll ;  a  farm  of  30I .-—Llan- 
vihangel  Glyn  Myvyr. 

Cevyn  Rug,  the  heathy  fum¬ 
mit  ;  a  manfion  with  a  de- 
mefne  of  70I .-—Llahgar, 

Cevyn  y  Ddwyfarn,  the  ridge  of 
the  two  caufeways ;  a  moun¬ 
tain  in  Llanvor. 

Cevyn  yr  Ywen,  the  yew-tree 
fummit ;  a  townfhip  in  Dol- 
pell aa. 

q 

Ceilwart,  the  flock  fold ;  a 
farm  of  10I. ---Llanaber. 

Ceilwart  ifav,  the  lower  Ceil¬ 
wart;  a  cottage. 

Ceilwart  uchav,  the  Pipper  Ceil¬ 
wart;  a  cottage. 

Ceinog,  that  is  fair  or  clear  ;  a 
farm  of  30L — • Betws . 

Ceifwyn,  the  good  wifh  ;  a 
farm  of  30I. — TaUy-Llyn. 

Celyn,  what  flaelters  or  hides  ; 
holly. 


Celyn  in,  that  abounds  with 
holly,  a  parifh  fo  called. 

Cell  ;  a  retired  place  ;  a  grove  ; 

a  cell  or  chamber. 

Cellvawr,  the  great  recefs ;  a 
freehold  of  30I. — Llanaber * 
Cellvechan,  the  little  recefs  ;  a 
farm  of  15I. — Llanaber. 

(Belli,  a  fohtary  place,  a  grove. 
Cel  if  r  yn,  the  grove  of  the 
Afh-trees  ;  a  farm  of  40I.— 
Llanvrothen. 

Cemaes,  the  top  of  the  plain  ; 

a  farm  of  70I. — Towyn. 

Ceryg  Llwydion,  the  gray 
flones;  a  farm  of  30I.— Zr/uoz- 

ycil. 

Cefeilgwm  Mawr,  the  great  la¬ 
teral  glen;  a  farm  of  30I. — 

Llanelltyd. 

Cefeilgwm  Bach,  the  little  late¬ 
ral  glen;  a  freehold  of^ol. — 

Llanelltyd. 

Ceunant,  the  enclofmg  ravine  ; 
a  farm  of  20I. — Llanvro - 
then. 

Cil,  a  retreat,  a  retired  place; 
a  fanftuary. 

Cil  Cemaes,  the  retreat  of  Ce¬ 
maes  ;  a  farm  of  30I. — To¬ 
wyn. 

Cil  Eurych,  the  goldfmith’s  re¬ 
treat  ;  a  farm  of  30 \. ---Betws. 
Cilan,  the  place  of  retirement ; 
a  farm  of  jo\.---Llan-> 
dr  ill 0. 

Cil  Dydd,  the  recefs  from  day, 
or  where  the  mountains  in¬ 
tercept  the  funfhine  ;  a  farm 
of  2.o\,---Tal-y-Llyn. 

Cilryd,  the  retreat  ford.— 
Maentwrog. 

Clawdd  Poncen,  the  knoll  dyke; 

a  mountain  in  Beizvs. 
Clettwr,  hard  water;  a  river  in 

Llanvor. 


Clypiau, 
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Clypiau,  the  knobs,  cottages  fo 
called.— Llanaber. 

Coed  Cae  Du,  black  field  wood ; 
a  farm  of  40 \.—Trawfvy- 
nydd. 

Coed  Coch,  red  wood,  a  di- 
ffridl  in  Llanenddwyn. 

Coed  Mawr,  great  wrood,  a  di- 
ilridl  in  Llanenddwyn. 

Coed  y  Bedo,  Bedo’s  wood ;  a 
farm  of  50I.— Llanvor. 

Coed  y  Bedw,  the  birch  wood  ; 
a  farm  of  60I .—Llanddervel. 

Coed  y  Voel,  the  wood  of  the 
bare  hill  ;  a  farm  of  70L— 
Llanvor. 

Coed  y  Voel  ifav,  the  lower  bare 
hill  wood  ;  a  farm  of  40I— 
Llanvor. 

Coed  y  Llechi,  the  wood  of  the 
cliffs  ;  a  farm  of  15I ,—Llan- 
bedyr . 

Coed  y  Mynach,  Monk’s  wood ; 
a  farm  of  60L-— Llanvor. 

Coed  Yffumgwern,  the  wood  of 
Yflumgwern  ;  .  a  diftridl  in 
Ardudwy.— Llanenddwyn. 

Coeten  Arthur,  Arthur’s  Quoit, 
a  Cromlech  near  Llanddwy- 
wau ,  having  the  print  of  a 
large  hand  dexteroufly  carved 
on  the  fide  of  it,  as  if  funk  in 
from  the  weight  in  hold¬ 
ing  it. 

Cors,  a  bog  ;  plural  Corfydd. 

Cors-y-Gedol,  the  bog  of  the 
treafure  ;  a  fanned  manfion  of 
150 1 _ Llanddwyzoau. 

Cors-y-Sarnau,  the  bog  of  the 
c  au  fe way  s .---  L  lan  dder  vel. 

Corus,  a  rivulet,  fo  called  from 
its  making  round  excavations 
in  the  angles  of  its  banks.— 
Tal-y-Llyn. 

Corwen,  the  white  choir ;  a 
church  and  town ;  popula¬ 
tion  200. 


Cowarcli,  a  river  in  Llan-y- 
Mawddwy. 

Crach  Vynyz,  the  warty  or 
fcabby  mountain.— - 1  'al~y~ 
Llyn. 

Craig,  a  rock  ;  plural  Cretgiam 

Craig  Acleryn,  the  bird’s  rock* 
being  the  refort  of  cormorants 
and  other  birds.— Llanm* 
h angel  Pennant . 

Craig-y-Cai,  a  mountain  near 
Llanelltyd 

Craig  y  Ddinas,  the  rock  of  the 
fort,  above  Cors-y-gedol, 
where  there  is  a  vaft  remains 
of  ffone  monuments.— -Llan- 

ddwyzvau . 

Craig  y  Fifty]!,  the  rock  of  the 
catara Lk.—Llan  y  Mawddwy .» 

Craig  yr  Evail,  the  rock  of  the 
Smithy.— Llanddervel. 

Crogen,  the  gill ;  alarmed  man¬ 
fion  of  look — Llanddervel . 

Cryniarth,  the  round  Garth  ;  a 
diftridl  in  Llanvor * 

Cwm,  a  great  hollow,  or  glen  * 
a  farm  of  10L —Llanegryn* 

Cwm  Ain,  the  coom  of  velo¬ 
city  ;  a  farmed  manfion  of 
Llanvor. 

Cwm  Cawydd,  the  coom  of  the 
en clofi ng  wood . — Mawddwy . 

Cwm  Bychan,  the  little  coom  ; 
a  freehold  of  40L— Llanen- 
ddwyn. 

Cwm  Cadian,  the  coom  of  bat¬ 
tling  ;  a  townfhip  in  Penal. 

Cwm  Cyfgadwy,  the  foporific 
coom  ;  a  farm  of  30I. —Llan- 
dderveh 

Cwm  Chwilwod  ;  the  coom  of 
infedfs.-- -Llanvor. 

Cwm  Eithav,  the  farthermoff 
coom  ;  a  farm  of  goL—jL/rri?-. 

[anfraid. 

Cwm  Eiddan,  the  noify  coom. 

Llanvor . 


Cwm 
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Cwm  Fernal,  the  coom  of  the 
narrow  ftream ;  a  farm  of  30I. 
Tew  y  n. 

Cwm  Mynaclr,  the  Monk’s 
coom— -Llanvor. 

Cwm  Nan  coll,  the  coom  of  the 
funken  brook.--- Llanbedyr . 

Cwm  Pen  Anner,  the  coom  of 
the  heifer’s  head _ Llanvor. 

Cwm  Pryfor,  the  coom  of  Pry- 
for  .---Trawfvynydd. 

Cwm  Rhwyddor,  the  coom  of 
free  paffage.---7h/-y-A/yra. 

Cwm  tre’r  jVJynach,  the  coom 
of  Monk's  town. 

Cwm  y  Gerwyn ;  the  coom  of 
the  in  d  ''aught.---  Mawdciwy . 

Cyvannedd,'  the  place  of  famili¬ 
arity;  a  farm  of  20I.— - Celynin. 

Cy  vanned d  Vach,  the  little  Cy¬ 
vannedd  ;  a  farm  of  20k 

Cyfty,  the  block  houfe;  a  farm¬ 
ed  manlion  of  70I _ Llanycil. 

Cymmer,  a  confluence ;  the 
fame  as  Aber,  and  Ynver. 

Cymmerau,  confluences,  or 
jundlion  of  rivers. 

Cynvar,  the  fource  of  violence ; 
a  river  in  Llanycil. 

Cynvel,  the  head  of  the  irrup¬ 
tion ;  a  farm  of  30I. — To- 
wyn. 

Cynvel  vach,  the  little  Cynvel ; 
a  farm  of  20I. — -Fozvyn. 

Cynlas,  the  green  head  or 
fource  :  a  farm  of  30I. — 
Llanvor. 

Cynwal,  the  find  laying  place  ; 
a  farm  of  30I. — Feftimog. 

Cynwyd,  the  fource  of  mifehief ; 

a  river,  and  a  farm  of  60I. — 

Llangar. 

•  ^ 

Cytiau,  the  Huts  ;  cottages  fo 
called.-—  Llanaber. 

Darowain,  Owen’s  Oak  ;  a  farm 
of  30I. — Dolgellau. 


Deveitty,  Sheep’s  houfe  ;  a  farm 
of  30I. — Llanvor . 

Dewifbren,  the  choice  tree  ;  a 
freehold  of  23k — Dolgellau. 

Dewifbren  Bach,  the  little  De- 
wifbren  ;  a  farm  of  20L 

Difws,  the  Precipice ;  a  moun- 
■  tain  in  Llanaber. 

Divlas,  that  is  taftelefs ;  a  river 
in  Penal. 

Dinas,  a  fort ;  a  city. 

Dinas  Corddyn,  the  circular 
fort,  an  earthen  work  fo  call¬ 
ed  above  Egiyn  in  .Llanaber. 

Dinas  Mawddwy,  the  city  of 
Mawddwy ;  biit  it  is  only  a 
village  with  a  church  ;  popu¬ 
lation  too. 

Dol,  a  holme,  a  meadow  or  dale 
in  the  wind  of  a  river. 

Dol  Amarch,  the  holme  of  the 
in  vel  op  ment . — Ta  l-y-lly  n . 

Dol  Briol,  the  holme  of  pre¬ 
eminence  ;  a  farm  of  c*ol.— 
Tra  wfvynydd. 

Dol  Dyhewydd,  the  holme  of 
ripening;  a  farm  of  30I. — • 
Llanvihangel  Pennant. 

Dol  Vriog,  the  privileged  holme; 
a  freehold  of  30I. — Llanvro - 
then. 

Dol  Vrwynog,  the  rufhy  holme;  a 
farm  of  ao\.— Trawfvynydd. 

Dol  Fanog,  the  fheltered  dale  ;  a 
freehold  of  40I. —  Tal-y-Llyn. 

Dol  Gamedd,  the  holme  of  the 
curvity  ;  a  farm  of  30I. — 
Dolgellau. 

Dolgellau,  the  holme  of  the 
groves ;  a  market  town  with 
one  pari  fir  church;  population 
about  2000. 

Dol  Glefyn,  the  holme  of  the 
green  fward  ;  a  farmed  man- 
Pon  of  tool. — Llangar. 

Dol  Ronw,  Gronw’s  holme  ;  a 
farm  of  20I. — Tal-y-Llyn, 

Dolferaiigj 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


'Dolferau,  the  holme  of  vibra¬ 
tions  ;  a  manfion  with  a  de- 
mefne  of  40I. — Dolgellau. 

Dolucheogryd,  the  holme  above 
the  falmon  ford;  a  farm  of 
60I. — Dolgellau. 

Dol  y  Gadva,  the  holme  of  the 
battle;  a  farm  of  40I. — Lion¬ 
el  derve  l . 

Hoi  y  Gadva,  the  holme  of  the 
battle. 

Hoi  y  Gludair,  the  pile  mea¬ 
dow  ;  a  townlhip  in  Dolgell¬ 
au. 

Hoi  y  Maen,  the  holme  of  the 
Stone  ;  a  farm  of  20I. — TaL 
y-Llyn. 

Hoi  y  Melynllyn,  the  holme  of 
the  yellow  pool  ;  a  farm  of 
80I  .—L  ' anvachraeth . 

Hoi  y  Mynach,  Monk’s  holme  ; 
a  fa*-m  of  30I. — Trawfvy- 
ny  del. 

Dolan  (  jwyn,  the  white  holmes  ; 
a  farm  of  200I.  —  Towyn. 

Holy  id  An  nog,  the  holmes  of 
inci  ement ;  a  farm  of  20I. — - 
Tal-y-Llyn. 

Holydd  Can,  the  inclofed 
holmes  ;  a  freehold  of  60I. — 
Tal-y-LJyn. 

H  ewgoed,  Bean  Trefoil  ;  a 
farm  of  60I. — Llanddervel. 

Hrws,  a  door,  a  pafs,  or  open¬ 
ing. 

Hrws  Ardudwy,  the  pafs  of  Ar- 
dudwv,  —  Llanbedyr. 

H  rws  y  Nant,  the  pafs  of  the 
ravine ;  a  farm  of  20I. — 
L1  anvachraeth. 

Hrws  y  Nant  lfav,  the  lower 
ravine  pafs  ;  a  farm  of  13I. 

Hugoed,  Black-wood ;  a  farm 
of  ,50!.  and  a  townlhip. — 
Mallwyd. 

Hulyn,  Black  -pool. — Llan- 

ddwywau. 


29  7 

Hwy,  divine,  a  river  running  in¬ 
to  Llyn  Tegid,  which  after¬ 
wards  takes  the  name  of 
Hyvrdwy.  the  Hwy  or  Dee 
water. 

Dwyryd,  the  ford  of  the  Dwy; 

LLangzom. 

Hyvi,  the  profundity ;  a  river 
which  forms  an  efluary  be¬ 
tween  the  counties  of  Mer~ 
rioneth  and  Cardigan. 
Hyvrdwy,  the  Dwy  water,  or 
the  river  Dee. 

Hyfryn,  a  valley  or  plain. 
Hyfryn  Ardudwy,  the  vale  of 
Ardudwy. 

Hyfryn  Glyngin,  the  plain  of 
Glyngin;  a  farm  of  30I. — 

T'ozuyn. 

Hyfryn  Gwyn,  the  white  plain; 

a  farm  of  40 1. — Towyn. 
Dyfym,  the  fonorofity;  a  river 
which  forms  the  efluary  of 
Aberdyfyni,  near  Tozvyn. 
Hyfyrnant,  the  rippling 'brook ; 
a  farm  of  30I. — Towyn . 

Eden,  the  fwift  one;  a  river  in 

Llanelltyd. 

Evail  Cedris,  the  fmithy  of  Ce- 
d  r  i  s . — Tal-y -llyn. 

Egryn,  the  inclement  place;  a 
farmed  manfion  of  130L — 

Llanaber. 

Eithin  Vynydd,  the  furze 
mountain;  a  farm  of  30I. — 

Llanaber. 

Erw,  flang  of  arable  land;  an  acre. 
Erw  Benias,  knap  weed  acre ;  a 
farm  of  20I. — Llanvihangel 
Pennant. 

Erw  Syvaethlon,  the  fertile  acre; 

a  farm  of  80I. —  Tozuyn 
Efgair,  a  fhank  ;  a  long  ridge. 
Efgair  Angell,  the 'ridge  of 
Angel  1 ;  a  mountain  in 

Maw  d dwy . 
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Efgair  Geiliog,  the  cock’s  fhank,  Garth  Gwyn,  the  white  Garth  \ 


a  mountain,  and  a  farm  oi  20I. 
in  Tal-y-llyn. 

Efgair  Widdon,  the  (hank  of  the 
giantes  *  a  farm  of  130L — Tc- 
%pyn , 


Testiniog,  the  place  of  haften- 
ing;  a  church  and  village; 
population  60, 

Tridd  Vechan,  the  little  copfe  ; 
a  farm  of  20 \.—Llariaber. 

Tridd  Vedw,the  birch  inclofure; 
a  farm  of  30I. — Llanedtyd . 

Tridd  Gartheiniog,  a  farm  of 
6  ol . — Ma  wcldzvy  „ 

Tridd  y  Bryn  Coch,  red  lull 
copfe  :  a  farm  oi  40I.—  LI  ait - 


Triddog,  abounding  with  copies; 
a  farm  of  40I. — lr&wj[- 
yynydd . 

Fynon,  a  well,  or  fpring 


a  farm  of  50I.— Maentwrog. 

Garth  laen,  the  ice  Garth ;  at 
farm  oi  60L — Llandnllo  > 

Garth  Maelan,  the  Garth  of 
Maelan;  a  rnanfion  with  a 
demefne  oi  yo\, — Dolgellau, 

Gartheiniog,  abounding  with 
Garths;  a  farm  of  70L— 
Mawddwy . 

Gerddi  Pluog,  the  feathery  gar¬ 
dens;  a  freehold  of  £oi. — 

Llandecwyn. . 

Gian,  a  brink,  fide,  bank,  or 
fh  ore.. 

Gian  Alur,  the  bank  of  Alur  ;  a 
farm  of  70I. — Cor  wen . 

Gian  Corns,  the  bank  of  Co¬ 
rns;  a  farm  oi  20I. — Tal-y 

.  llyn. 

Gian  Llavar,  the  banks  of  Lla- 
var;  a  farm  oi  40L  — Trawft- 
vynydd. 


Jynon  Maen  Milgi,  the  fpring  of  Gian  y  Dwr,  the  water  fide ;  a 
the  grey-hound  Hone,  a  re-  freehold  oi  40 \.—Llanaber. 


mark  ably  large  ft  ream  lifuing 
out  of  the  fde  of  Berwyn 
Mountain — LI  cm  dri  Ho. 

Jynon  Mill  angel ,  St.  Michael  & 
’  well — Fejhmog . 

Gallt,  a  cliff ;  a  woody  cliff. 


Gian  y  Llyn,  the  lake  fide;  a 
farm  oi  70I. — -Ltanycih 
Gian  y  Mor,  the  fea  fide ;  a  farm 
of  hoi. —  Llanvihangel  Trae- 
than. 

Gian  y  Mor;  a  farm  of  20!,— 
Tovjyn . 


Gallt"  Vachraeth,  the  cliff  of  Gian  y  Morva,  the  brink  of  the 
Machraeth — Llanvackraeth .  marfh  ;  a  freehold  oi  30., 


Gallt  Vadog,  Madog’s  cliff,  or 
Fox  cliff;  a  farm  of  40!.  — 
Liana  her. 

Gardd,  a  clofe;  a  garden. 

Gardd  ama),  the  wild  garden;  a 
farm  of  20E — Llanaber. 

Garth,  a  mountain  that  bends 
round,  or  that  enclofes. 

Garth  Anarawd,  the  Garth  of 
Anarawd ;  a  manfion  with  a 
-demelne  oi  60L — Celynin .  ' 

Garth  Goch,  the  red  Garth  ;  a 
''farm  of  50I. — LlandderveL 


Towyn . 

Gian  yr  Avon,  the  river  fide  ;  a 
farm  oi  7  oh — LlandderveL 

Gian  yr  Avon;  a  farm  or  50k— 
Llanfanfraid . 

Glas,  blue;  alfo  the  verdure,  or 
green  oi  vegetation. 

Glyn,  a  deep  vale  or  glen, 
through  which  a  river  runs. 

Glyn  Cowarch,  the  dale  of  Cow- 
arch  — i  'eft  iniog. 

Glyn gm,  the  dale  oi  the  Slang  - 
Towyn . 

Giya 
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Glyn  Maelda,  the  dale  of  Mael¬ 
da;  a  farm  of  40I. — Dolgell¬ 
au. 

Goledd,  the  place  of  facrifice ; 
a  farm  of  20I. — Llanaber. 

Gornant,  the  Mear  brook ;  a 
farm  of  10I. — Llanenddibyn. 

Gornant  ifav,  the  lower  Gor¬ 
nant  ;  a  farm  of  §\. 

Gwaen  Llyveni,  the  plain  of 
Llyveni. — Tal-y-llyn. 

Gwanas  ifav,  the  lower  limit ; 
a  lordlhip  of  200I.— Dol¬ 
gellau. 

Gwanas  uchav,  the  upper  Gwa¬ 
nas;  a  freehold  of  ^ol. 

Gwaftad,  a  level  or  plain  ;  the 
level  of  a  high  ground. 

Gwaftad  Annas,  the  plain  of 
Annas;  a  freehold  of  13I. — 
Llanaber. 

Gwaftad  Meirionydd,  the  level 
ot  Merioneth — Celynin. 

Gwaftadau,  the  levels  ;  a  farm 
of  60I. — Llanddervel. 

Gwaftadgoed,  the  level  wood; 
a  farm  of  20I. — Celynin. 

Gwaftadryn,  the  level  point ;  a 
farm  of  60I. —  Tal-y-llyn. 

Gwaen  Ion,  the  lord’s  meadow; 
a  townfhip  in  Mallwyd. 

Gwengraig,  white  rock;  a  farm 
of  70I. — Dolgellau. 

Gwerclas,  the  verdant  clofe;  a 
manlion  with  a  demefne  of 
boh — Llangar. 

Gwern,  a  watery  meadow;  alfo 
the  aldar  wood. 

Gwernevail,  the  fmith’s  mea¬ 
dow,  a  townfhip  in  Llan- 
vi h angel  Glyn  Myvyr. 

Gwern  Eingan,  the  meadow  of 
Eingan;  a  farm  of  13I. — Llan- 
enddwyn. 

Gwern  y  Cynyddion,  hunter's 
meadow;  a  farm  of  10I. — • 
Llanenddwyn. 


Gwydd,  wood,  woody;  or  wild. 

Gwyddelvynydd,  the  woody 
mountain;  a  farm  of  30I. — • 

Celynin. 

Gwyddelwern,  the  woody 
meadow,  a  parifh  church  and 
village ;  population  30. 

Gwyddvryniau,  the  woody  hill; 
a  freehold  of  30I. — Llanegryn . 

Gwyddgwion,  Gwion’s  wood ; 
a  farm  of  30I. — Tozoyn. 

Gwylan,  the  fide  of  the  ftream; 
a  farm  of  20I. — Maentwrog . 

Gwynvynydd,  the  white  moun¬ 
tain;  a  farm  of  30I. — Llaiu 
elltyd. 

Havod,  fummer  dwelling. 

Havod  Vadog,  Madog’s  Havod; 
a  farm  of  50I. — Llanvor . 

Havod  Vudyr,  the  dirty  Havod  ; 
a  farm  of  40I. — Llanddervel. 

Elavod  Garegog,  the  ftony  Ha¬ 
vod;  a  farmed  manfion;  ve¬ 
nerable  for  being  the  refi- 
dence  of  Rhys  Goch  Eryri,  a 
celebrated  bard,  who  flourifti- 
ed  about  1430 — Llanvrotken . 

PI  a  vo  d  ifav,  the  lower  Havod ; 
a  farm  of  10I. — Llanenddwyn* 

Havod  uchav,  the  upper  Ha¬ 
vod ;  a  farm  of  13I. 

Havod  y  Gareg,  the  Havod  of 
the  ftone;  a  farm  of  40I. — * 
Llanvor . 

Havod  y  Goefwen,  the  Havod 
of  the  white  leg;  a  farm  of 
20I. — Dolgellau. 

Q 

Havod  y  Goefwen  ifav,  the  low¬ 
er  one;  a  farm  of  20I. 

Plavod  y  Llyn,  the  Havod  of 
the  lake;  a  farm  of  20I. — • 
Llanvor. 

H  avod  yr  Efgob,  the  Havod  of 
thebifhop;  a  farm  of  20I.— 
Llanvor. 

Havod 
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Havod  yrEfgob  ifav,  the  lower 
bifhop’s  Havod ;  a  farm  of 
40I. 

Havotty,  fummer  dwelling- 
houfe.- 

Havotty;  a  farm  of  30I. — Llan- 
ddervel. 

Havotty  vach,  the  little  Havotty; 

a  farm  of  15I. — Celynin. 
Harlech,  the  high  cliff  ;  caftle 
and  town;  population  500.  It 
is.  formally  the  county-town, 
but  the  affixes  are  not  held 
there,  nor  has  it  a  regular 
market. — Lhnvair. 

Helygen,  the  willow  i  a  farm  of 
30L —  L  la  neg  ry  n . 

Helygog,  Willow-grove ;  a 
manfion  with  a  demefne  of 
50I. — Dolgellau. 

Henhlas,  Old  hall ;  a  freehold  of 
6oh — Llanddervd. 

Hendrev,  the  old  reffdence,  ufed 
in  oppofition  to  the  Havod ,  or 
fummer  dwelling. 

Hendrev  Abergyrnolwyn,  the 
Hendrev  of  Abergyrnolwyn ; 
a  farm  of  80I. — Llanvihangel 
Pennant. 

Hendrev  Vawr,  the  great  Hen¬ 
drev  ;  a  farm  of  60I. — Trawf- 
vynydd. 

Hendrev  Vechan,  the  little  Hen¬ 
drev;  a  freehold  of  50I. — - 
Llanaber. 

Hendrev  Vorion,  the  Hendrev 
of  Morion;  a  freehold  of  40I. 
Llanaber. 

Hendrev  Llwyngwril,  the  Hen¬ 
drev  of  Llwyngwril ;  a  man¬ 
fion,  with  a  demefne  ofz^ol. — 
Celynin. 

Hendrev  Mawr,  the  Great  Hen¬ 
drev;  a  farm  of  80I. — Llan- 
vor. 

Hendrev  Urien,  the  Hendrev  of 
Urien  ;  a  farm  of  40I. — Llan¬ 
aber . 


Hendrev  Wallog,  the  Hendrer 
of  Gwallog;  a  farm  of  40L— 
Llanvihangel  Pennant . 
Hendre’r  Coed,  the  Hendrev 
of  the  wood;  a  manfion,  with, 
a  demefne  of  40I. — Llanaber . 
Hendre’r  rnur,  the  Hendrev  of 
the  wall ,  a  rented  manfion  of 
70I  .r — Maentwrog. 

Hendre’r  Mynach,  the  Monk’s 
Hendrev  ;  a  farm  of  30I. — ■*- 
Llanaber. 

Hendwr,  old  tower;  a  farm  of 
40I. — Llandrillo. 

Henddol,  Old  Holme;  a  free¬ 
hold  of  30I. — Celynin. 

Hengae,  Old-field;  a  farmed 
manfion  of  go\. — Tal-y-llyn. 
Hengaer,  the  Old-fort ;  a  town- 
fhip  in  Llanddervd . 

H  e  ngw  m ,  th  e  0 1  d-  chaf  rn — L  la  n  - 
aber. 

Hengwrt,  Old-court ;  a  manfion 
with  a  demefne  of  Sol. — Do  l- 

gel l an. 

Hengwrt  ifav,  the  lower  Hen¬ 
gwrt  ;  a  farm  of  30I. 

Hengwrt  uchav,  the  Upper 
Hengwrt ;  a  farm  of  20I. 
Hinog  V ach,  the  Little-wea¬ 
ther  fUn;  a  mountain  in  Llan - 
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dltyd  parifh. 

Hinog  V awr,  the  Great-weather 
firm ;  a  mountain  near  Llan - 

O  ’ 

bedyr. 

Hirgwm,  the  Long-glen ;  a  farm 
of  20I. — Llanaber. 

Hwylva  Groes,  the  Crofs-lane, 
cottages  fo  called — Llan - 

o 

ddwywau . 

Is  Artro,  Lower  Artro;  a  dif- 
trifit  in  Llanbedyr. 

Is  Gian,  below  the  bank;  a  farm 
of  30]. — Towyn. 

Ifiaw’r  Coed,  below  the  wood; 
a  farm  of  50I. -—Llanbedyr. 

I  flaw ’s 
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lilaw’r  Fordd,  below  the  road  ; 
U  freehold  of  20I. — Llan- 
ddwywau. 

Is  Meloch,  below  the  Meloch ; 
a  diftrift  near  Bala — Ltanvor. 

Is  Mynydd,  below  the  moun¬ 
tain;  a  tithing  of  Llanaber . 

Is  T  'ryweryn,  below  Tryweryn, 
a  diftriH  in  Penllyn. 

Llavar,  the  Sonorous ;  a  river 
in  LlanyciL 

Llaethnant,  the  Milk-brook  ;  a 
river  in  Llanvihangel  Pen¬ 
nant. 

Llan,  a  fmooth  plot ;  a  place  of 
■meeting,  the  church  place  or 
village,  and  figuratively  the 
church. 

Li  ,an  aber,  the  church  of  the 
Conflux.  (St.  Mary’s) 

Llanbedyr,  Peter’s  church. 

Llandanwg,  Tanwg’s  church. 

Llandecwyn,  Tec  wy  n ’s 

church. 

Llandrillo,  Trillo’s  church. 

LLANDDERVELjDervel’s  church 

Llan  ddwywau,  the  church 
of  the  two  Cries. 

Llanegryn,  the  church  of 
Egryn. 

Llanelltyd,  the  church  of 
Iltutus. 

Ll  anenddwyn,  Enddwyn’s 
church. 

Llanerch,  a  Hang  or  Hip  of  level 
ground,  a  vale  ;  a  farm  of  5 ol . 
Llan  y  Ma zv ddzuy . 

Llanerch  Goedog,  the  Woody- 
flang;  a  farm  of  20I.  —  Tozuyn. 

Llanerch  Ervr,  Lades -vale ;  a 

f  J  O 

farm  ofyol. — Llanddervel. 

Llanerch  Vyda,  the  Plain  of 
the  Hives ;  a  townfhip  in 
Llan  y  Mawddwy . 

Llanerch  v  Llyn,  the  Vale  of 
the  Lake  ;  a  farm  of  20I — ■ 
1  ozvyn . 


Llanvachraeth,  the  Church 
of  Machraeth. 

Ll  an  v  air,  the  Church  of  Mary. 
Llan  vend  Haid  the  refort  of  the 

O  .  ,  > 

bleffed  ;  a  farmed  man  lion  of 
tool — Celynin. 

Llanvihangel  Glyn  y  Myvyr, 
St.  Michael’s  in  the  Vale  of 
Myvyr. 

Llanvihangel  y  Pennant,  St. 

Michael’s  Pennant. 
Llanvihangel  y  Treuthydd, 
Michael's  Church  of  the 

Sands. 

Llanvor,  the  Church  of  Mor. 
Llanvrothen,  the  Church  of 
Bro  then. 

Llan  gar,  the  Church  of  Car. 
Llangelynin,  the  Church  of 
Celynin. 

Llan gower,  the  Church  of 
Cower. 

Llanllwydau,the  refort  of  Llwyd- 
au;  a  farm  of  40I. — Llanvi * 
hangel  Pennant. 
Llansanfraid,  the  Church 
of  St.  Ffaid. 

Llanuwllyn,  the  Church 
above  the  Lake. 

LlaNycil,  the  Church  of  the 
Recefs. 

L  lan  -  y- Maw  d  d  WY,the  Church 
of  Mawddwy. 

Llech,  a  flat  flone  or  flag;  a 
fmooth  cliff. 

Llecheiddiar,  the  Heathy-cliff; 
a  farm  of  30I.—  Llanddwy* 
zuau. 

Llechvraith,  the  Spotted-clifF; 

a  farm  of  20I. — Llantiber. 
Llech  Idris,  the  Cliff  of  Idris;  a 
farm  of  40I. — Trazufuynydd , 
Llechwedd,  a  declivity. 
Llechwedd;  a  farm  of  20I. — v 
Pal -y -llyn. 

Llechwedd;  a  farm  of  20k — - 

Llandecwyn . 


Llechwedd, 
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Llechwedd  Cilan,  the  declivity 
of'Cilan — Llandrillo. 

Llechwedd  Du,  the  black  de¬ 
clivity;  a  farm  of  20I.-— 
Llandecwyn . 

Llechwedd  y  Vigyn,  the  decli¬ 
vity  of  the  quag;  a  farm  of 
20] .—-Llanvor. 

Lleithgwm,  the  humid  glen;  a 
farm  of  yoX.— Llanvor . 

Llethyr,  the  keep ;  a  mountain 
near  Llanbedyr. 

Llidiardau,  the  gates;  a  farm  of 
40I. — Llanvor. 

Llwyd,  gray;  whitifh  brown. 

Llwydiarth,  the  gray  Garth;  a 
manfion  with  a  demefne  of 
Sol. — Cor  wen, 

Llwydiarth;  a  farmed  manfion 
of  icol. — Mawddwy. 

Llwydiarth  ifav,  the  lower  gray 
Garth;  a  farm  of  <50!. — 
Mawddwy , 

Llwydiarth;  a  farm  of  40I. — 
Tal-y-Llyn. 

Llwyn,  a  grove,  or  copfe;  a 
bufh;  a  farm  of  2 oh — Tal- 
y-Llyn* 

Llwyn,  a  manfion,  with  a  de¬ 
mefne  of  70]. — Dolgellau. 

Llwyn  Crwn,  the  round  grove  ; 
a  farm  of  30I. — Trawfvy- 
nydd. 

Llwyn  Du,  the  black  grove;  a 
farm  of  70I. — Celynin. 

Llwyn  Du,  a  farm  of  4°^* — 
Liana  her. 

Llwyn  Dylithan,  the  grove  of 
the  lure  ;  a  farm  of  40I. — 
Tal-y-Llyn. 

Llwyn  Grifri,  Grifri’s  grove;  a 
farmed  manfion  of  50I. — 
Llanddwywau. 

Llwyn  Gwril,  Gwril’s  grove ;  a 
village,  popul.  100; — - Celynin . 

Llwyn  lolyn,  Iolyn’s  grove;  a 
farm  of  8bh — Llanvor. 


Llwyn  Odyn,  Kiln  grove;  a 
farm  of  60I. — Llanvor. 

Llwyn  On,  Afh  grove;,  a  farm 
of  50I; — Llanvor. 

Llwyn  On,  a  freehold  of  30I. — * 
Llanaber. 

Llwyn  On  ifav,  the  lower  Afh 
grove;  a  farm  of  10k — Llan - 

1  aber . 

Llwyn  Wcws,  the  grove  of 
Ocos;  a  farm  of  30I. — Llan - 

aber . 

Llwyn-y-Brain,  the  grove  of 
the  crows;  a  farm  of  30I. — - 
Llanvor. 

Llyveni,  that  is  in  a  foam;  a 
river  in  Tal-y-Llyn. 

Llyn,  a  pool,  pond,  or  mere. 

Llygwy,  the  gray  fir  earn ;  a 
river,  and  freehold  of  30I. — • 
Penal. 

Llygadog,  that  is  fpeckled;  a 
farm  of  60I. — Llangar. 

Llyn  Arenig,  the  lake  of  Arenig. 
LI  any  cel. 

Llyn  Conglog,  the  angular  lake. 

Trawjvynydd . 

Llyn  Cregynan,  the  lake  of 
fhel  1  s . — Do  Igella  u . 

Llyn  Creini,  the  lake  of  adora* 
tion,  on  Cevyn  Creini . 

Llyn  Cwm  Mynach,  Coom  My* 
nach  Lake. — Llanelltyd. 

Llyn  Du,  black  pool. — Llanvu 
hangel  Pennant. 

Llyn  Elidyr,  the  lake  of  Elidyr. 
Llanvr  othen . 

Llyn  Geirw,  the  lake  of  the 
roughs,  or  torrents. — Celynin. 

Llyn  Hoewal,  the  lake  of  the> 
circling  waves. — Llanbedyr. 

Llyn  Mwyngil,  the  lake  of  the 
pleafant  retreat. — Tal-y-Llyn . 

Llyn  Mynyllod,  the  lake  of  My- 
nyllod. — Llanddervel. 

Llyn  Serw,  the  agitated  lake. — ■ 
Trawjvynydd . 
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'  Llyn  TegicI,  the  fair  lake;  Pim¬ 
ple  Meer. 

Llyn  Tecwyn,  the  lake  of  Tec- 
wyn . — Ll&ndccw  yn . 

Llyn  Tecwyn  ifav,  the  lower 
Tecwyn  lake. 

Llyn  Trigraienyn,  the  lake  of 
the  three  pebbles,  (three  vaft 
Pones)  which  Idris  is  faid  to 
have  pulled  out  of  his  fhoes 
the  re. — Tal-y-L  lyn . 

Llyn  Tryweryn,  the  tranfparent 
lake. — Llakvor . 

Llyn  Urddyn,  the  lake  of  con- 
fe  c  ra  t  ion . — Llan  cld  w  y  zua  u . 

'Llyn  y  Ddinas,  the  lake  of  the 
fort. — Beddcelert. 

Llyn  y  Gader,  the  lake  of  the 
keep  (of  Idris). — Dolgellau . 

Llyn  y  Merwynion,  the  lake  of 
the  virgins. — Feflinio p. 

Llyn  yr  Oror,  the  lake  of  the 
border. — Betws . 

Llyniau  Duon,  the  black  pools. 

Llynor,  that  is, collected  in  pools; 
a  river  in  Lldndrillo . 

Llyw,  a  river  in  Llanycil ,  near 
Bala. 

Llywliach,  the  guide  of  drifts,  a 
mountain. — Llanaber . 

Mach,  a  place  of  fecurity ;  a 
keep. 

Maen  Llwyd,  the  gray  Pone; 
a  vaP  Pone  near  Llandderel. 

Jldaentwrog ,  the  Pone  ofTwrog. 

Maerdy,  dairy-houfe;  a  farm  of 
8ol. — Llandrillo. 

Maerdy;  a  farm  of  70I. — Llan - 
gar. 

Maerdy;  a  farm  of  40I. — Betws. 

Maes,  an  open  field,  or  plain. 

Maes  Avallen,  apple-tree  field  ; 
a  freehold  of  40I .  —Llanaber. 

Alaes  Glas,  Green-field ;  a  farm 
of  4 ol. — Mallwyd . 


Maes  Neuadd,  hall-held  ;  a  man- 
lion,  with  a  demefne  of  yok 
Llan  dec  wyn. 

Alaes  y  Bedw,  the  field  of  the 
birch ;  a  farm  of  iok — Llan - 
bor. 

Maes  y  Gadva,  the  plain  of  the 
battle;  a  farm  of  40k — Llan - 

vor . 

Maes  y  Cambren,  the  crooked, 
timber  field  ;  a  farm  of  40I. — ■ 

Dolgellau. 

Alaes  y  Garnedd,  the  Held  of 
the  ctlrvity ;  a  farm  of  40k — - 
Bettws * 

Alaes  y  Garnedd,  the  field  of  the 
Pony  heap ;  a  farm  of  20  k — - 
Llanbedyr.  , 

Alaes  y  Garnedd;  a  farm,  of  2  oh 
Llanelltyd. 

Alaes  y  Tandy,  the  Fulling-mill' 
field  ;  a  farmed  man  (ion  of 
look — PaLy-Llym. 

Alaes  y  Wern  Goch,  the  held 
of  the"  red  meadow;  a  free¬ 
hold  of  Sol. — Penal. 

Alaes  yr  Avallen,  the  field  of 
the  apple-tree;  a  farm  of  goL 
Llangoxver . 

Mallwyd,  the  grey  ruP,aparifh 
church,  and  village;  popula¬ 
tion  40. 

Alaes  y  Llan,  the  church-field; 
a  farm  of  40k  and  a  townfhip. 
Tal-y-Lly  n. 

Alaes  Trevnant,  town-brook 
field;  a  townfhip  in  Tal-y- 
Llyn. 

Marchlyn,  horfe  pool;  a  farm 
of  20I. — Penal. 

Mathau,  a  river  in  Llanegryn. 

Mawddach,  the  overflowing 
Pream  ;  a  river  in  Draw  fay- 

7  7  J  s 

nydd. 

Mawddwy,  the  overflowing  wa¬ 
ter. 

Aleinarth, 
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Meinarth,  the  narrow  Garth ; 
a  farm  ot  20I. — Betws. 

Meini  Gwyr  Ardudwy,  the 
Rones  of  the  men  of  Ardud¬ 
wy,  monuments  on  Mignaint. 
TrawfvynydcL 

Melin  Coed  y  Llechi,  Coed  y 
Llechi  Mill. — Llanbedyr . 

Melin  y  Brenin;  the  king’s  mill. 
Llanenddwyn. 

Melin  y  Cwrt,  court-mill.— 
Llanvihangel  'Pennant. 

Meloch,  that  abounds  with 
fweetnefs,  a  river,  and  a  farm 
of  tjol.--- Llanvor. 

Meloch  lfav,  the  lower  Meloch ; 
a  farm  of  30  k 

Minfordd,  road  fide;  a  farm  of 
1 5I.— Llanvrothen . 

Minfordd ;  a  farm  oi  20L— TaL 
y-Llyn . 

Minfordd;  a  farm  of  10I.— 
Llanddwywau. 

Mochras,  the  parched  fpot;  a 
farm  of  100I. — Llandanwg. 

Moel,  fair,  naked,  bald;  a 
fmooth  fugar-loaf  mountain. 

Moel  Havodiff,  the  mountain 

C  J  * 

with  fumrner  dwellings.— 
Betws. 

Moel  Heulog,  the  funny  peak  ; 
a  mountain  near  Llanddervel. 

Moel  y  Perveddnant,  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  Perveddnant —  Tozvyn. 

Moel  Yfgodwydd,  the  hill  of 

changeable  afpeft. - Lian- 

dnllo. 

Moel  vi  e,  the  bare  mount,  above 
Liam  ddwy  wau. 

Moelwyn,  nakedly  white;  a 
mountain  in  Llanvrothen. 

Morva,  fea-place ;  a  fea  marfh. 

Morva  By  chan,  the  h  tie  fea 
place,  or  marfh. --Llanen- 
ddwyn. 

Morva  Cammal,  the  winding 
creek  marfh.— Llanbedyr. 
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Morva  Harlech,  Harlech  Marfh* 

Llanvair. 

Morva  Mawr,  the  great  fait 
marfh.-— Llanbedyr. 

Morva  Towyn,  Towyn  Marfh. 
Morgerwyn,  the  fea  inlet.—* 
Llanaber. 

Mryavael,  the  high  hold ;  a  farm 
of  20I.- Llanvihangel  Pennant. 
Mryavael  lfav,  the  lower  Mry¬ 
avael  ;  a  farm  of  l^l. 

Mur  Glas,  the  blue  wall;  a 
farm  of  50I .—Llanvor. 
Mynachddwr,  monk’s  water.-— 
Llanvor. 

Mynydd  By  chan,  the  little  moun¬ 
tain.  ---Towyn. 

Mynyllod,  that  abounds  with 
knolls;  a  mountain  in  Edeyrn- 
ion,  on  which  are  many  an¬ 
cient  monuments;  and  where¬ 
on  much  money  was  found 
in  the  beginning  of  this  cen¬ 
tury _ Llanddervel . 

Nancaw,  the  enclofed  ravine ; 
a  farm  of  20I. —Llanvihangel 
Pennant. 

Nancavr  Bach,  the  littleNancaw; 
a  farm  of  15I. 

Nancoll,  the  funken  flream;  alfo 
a  farm  of  30I.  neai  it. ---Llan¬ 
bedyr. 

Nann.au,  the  ravines;  a  manfion 
with  a  demefne  of  200I..-— 
L ' anvachraetk . 

Nant,  a  ravine;  a  brook. 

Nant,  a  farm  of  l.^L— Pal-y-llyn. 
Nant  Budyr,  the  dirty  ravine;  a 
farm  of  zo\.—TrawJvynydd, 
Nant  Cam,  the  inclofed  ravine; 
a  farm  of  3d. 

Nant  Freuer,  the  foaming  brook; 

a  townfhip  in  Llanddervel. 
Nant  Llidiog,  the  wrathful 
brook;  a  townfliip  iu  Llan¬ 
ddervel » 

NanU 
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Nantvach,  the  ravine  recefs ;  a 
farm  of  30I, — Celynin . 

Nant  Mynedd,  the  ravine  of  fo- 
litude  ;  a  farm  of  40I.--- 
Towyn . 

Nant  Myniawyd,  the  awl  flream; 
a  farm  of  10I. —Llanvihanget 
Pennant. 

Nant  y  Cyrtiau,  the  ravine  of 
the  courts;  a  farm  of  20I. 
Nant  y  ddraenen,  the  thorn- 
brake  ravine ;  a  farm  of  20I. 
Celynin . 

Nant  y  Gyfulog,  the  brook  of 
the  place  of  counfel;  a  farm 
of  13I  .-—Celynin. 

Nant  y  Llyn,  the  ravine  of  the 
pool;  a  farm  of  30I .--Llanvor, 
Nant  y  March,  the  horfe  ravine; 

a  farm  of  <go\.--~Maentzurog. 
Nant  y  Mynach,  the  monk’s 
brook;  a  townfhip  in  Mall - 
wyd. 

Nant  yr  Eira,  the  fnow  ravine  ; 
a  farm  of  1^1. —-Llanvihangel 
Pennant. 

Neuaddau  gleifion,  the  blue  halls; 

a  farm  of  yo\.— Llanddervel. 
Ogor  Llychwyn,  the  white  drift 
abode  ;  a  farm  of  40I .-—Llan- 
vrothen. 

Pale,  a  manfion  with  a  demefne 
of  tool .--Llanddervel. 

Pandy,  a  fulling-houfe ;  one  with 
a  farm  of  20I.— Towyn. 

Pant,  a  hollow,  or  bottom. 

Pant  Coch,  the  red  hollow;  a 
farm  of  40I.— Towyn. 

Pant  Eidal,  Eidal’s  hollow;  a 
/  farm  of  40I .—-Towyn. 

Pant  Eingan,  Eingan’s  hollow; 

a  freehold  of  20I .—Celynin. 
Pant  Mawr,  the  great  hollow; 

a  farm  of  50I .—Trawfvynydd. 
Pant  Newydd,  the  new  hollow; 
a  farm  of  50 \.—Traw/uy- 
nydd . 


PantvBarcud,  the  kite’s  hollow; 

a  farm  of  go\. ---Llanddervel. 
Pant  y  Clegyr,  the  hollow  of  the 
flone  knoll;  a  farm  of  40I.--- 
Maentzvrog. 

Pant  yFynon,  the  hollow  of  the 
fpring;  a  farm  of  4 oh— -Llan¬ 
vor. 

Pant  yr  Onen,  the  hollow  of  the 
afb ;  a  farm  of  go\ _ Llan- 

gozuer. 

Parc,  the  inclofure;  a  farm  of 
go \.-—Llanvrothen. 

Parfel;  a  farm  of  30N-- Towyn, 
Pen,  a  head,  top,  or  end. 

Pen  Aran,  the  top  of  Aran,  a 
townfhip  in  Llanuw'  llyn. 

Pen  Ifa’r  Llan,  the  lower  end 
of  the  hamlet ;  a  farm  of  2 oh 
Llanvor. 

Pen  Rhiw  Vedw,  the  top  of  the 
birch  afcent ;  a  farm  of  40I. 
Corwen. 

Pen  y  Bont,  bridge  end;  a  farm 
of  20 \. ---Penal. 

Pen  y  P>ryn,  the  top  of  the  hill. 
Pen  y  Bryn ;  a  farm  of  40I.-  — 
Llanddervel. 

Pen  y  Bryn;  a  farm  of  30I.--® 
Towyn. 

Pen  y  Dudwr,  black  tower  fum- 

j  7 

mit;  a  farm  of  20).— Penal. 
Pen  y  ddol,  holme  end;  a  farm 
of  ig\. ---Penal. 

Pen  y  Vron  Serth,  top  of  the 
fteep  hill. — Dolgellau. 

Pen  y  Gaer,  the  fummit  of  the 
fort. — Llan  drill  0 . 

Pen  y  Gaer,  an  intrenchment, 
near  Llanddervel. 

Pen  v  Gareg-,  ton  of  the  flone  ; 

J  n 7  1  y 

a  freehold  of  ^o\.---Tal-y- 
Llyn. 

Pen  y  Garth,  a  collection  of 
ancient  Britifh  monuments, 
wherein  are  feveral  flone  cells. 

Llanddervel. 
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Pen  y  Palmant,  the  head  of  the  Penmaen,  a  mountain  in  LI  an* 
pavement;  a  farm  of  2ol.— 

Llanelliyd. 

Pen  y  Rhos,  the  head  of  the 
meadow;  a  farm  of  40I. — 

Llanvor. 

Pen  y  Sarn,  the  head  of  the 
caufew'ay  ;  a  freehold  of  20I.— - 
Llandanwg. 

Pen  y  Stryd,  the  head  of  the 
ftreet ;  a  village  ;  population 
6  0 .  —  Trawjvynydd. 

Pen  yr  All t,  the  head  of  the 
cliff. 

Penal,  the  head  water ;  a  river, 
and  pari  Ill  thereon. 


vor. 

Penmaen,  a  townfhip  in  LJati 

ddervcl. 

Penman,  the  extreme  place 
promontory. 

Penman,  a  mountain  in  Llanycil. 
Penman,  a  manfion  with  a  de~ 
mefne  of  80L— Dolgellau. 
Penmeini,  the  head  of  the  ffones; 
a  farm  of  40I. —Llanvlhangel 
Pennant . 

Pennant,  the  head  of  the  ra¬ 
vine. 

Pennant  ;  a  farm  of  50I .--Llan 
y  Mawddwy 


d-IlU  pal  III1  Ull  w-1  COll,  y  J.VU.LA  • 

Penallt,  head  cliff;  a  farm  of  Pennant;  a  farm  of  40!.-— Llan-. 
30I. — Towyn.  nib  an  gel  Pennant. 

Penau’r  Bryniau,  the  tops  of  the  Pennant  Igi,  the  Pennant  of 
hills ;  a  farm  of  20I. — Llan-  Igi ;  a  farm  of  8ol. — ALaw- 

vibangel  Pennant.  ddwy. 

Penbryn,  hill  head;  a  farm  of  Pen  Owern,  the  head  of  what  is 
40I. — Llanvrothen.  partly  meadow  ;  a  farm  or 

Penbryn  ;  a  farm  of  60L—  30I. — Towyn. 


Llanddervel. 

Fencoed,  wood  end ;  a  freehold 
of  90I .—Llanegryn. 

Pengwern,  the  head  of  the  mea¬ 
dow  ;  a  farm  of  Sol. —Macn- 
twrdg. 

Peniarth,  the  head  of  the  garth  ; 
a  manfion,  with  a  dcmelne  of 
100I. — -.Llanegryn. 

Peniarth  Ganol,  the  middle  Pen¬ 
iarth  ;  a  farm  of  to  .—Llan¬ 
egryn. 

Peniarth  uchav,  the  upper  Pen¬ 
iarth  ;  a  freehold  of  50!.-— 
Llanegryn ( 

Penllyn,  the  head  of  the  lake  ; 
a  farm  of  30I.— Towyn. 

Penllyn  ;  a  farm  of  30I. — Dol¬ 
gellau. 

Penllyn,  a  diftridl  about  Bala. 

Penmaen,  the  ftone  end  ;  a  farm 
of  90I. —  Towyn. 


Penrhiw,  the  top  of  the  afcent ; 
a  mountain  in  Llanegryn. 

Penrhiw  ;  a  farm  of  %o\.— Dol¬ 
gellau. 

Penrhos,  the  head  of  the  mea~ 
dow  ;  a  farm  of  50I, —  Trawf- 
vynydd. 

Penrhyn,  the  head  of  the  nofe  ; 
the  promontory. 

Penrhyn  Deudraeth,  the  pro¬ 
montory  of  the  two  fands. — ■ 
Llanvrothen . 

Pentrev,  a  fubnrb,  a  village  ; 
three  farms  together  of  8oh— 
Tal~y~Llyn. 

Pentrev  Bach,  the  little  vil¬ 
lage. 

Pentrev  Bach  ;  a  farm  of  20L— - 
Llan  y  Maivddwy . 

Pentrev  Dolamarch,  the  village 
of  Del  Amarch  ;  population 
50,—  Tal-y-Llyn. 

Pentrer 

S 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


307 


Pentfev  Mawr,  the  great  vil¬ 
lage  ;  a  farm  of  40I.—  Llan- 
enddwyn. 

Pentrev  tan  y  Cwm,  the  village 
below  the  glen.— Landder- 
vel. 

Perveddnant,  the  middle  ravine ; 
a  farm  of  $o\.---Llanvib angel 
Pennant. 

Piftyli  y  Graig  Wen,  the  cata¬ 
ract  of  the  white  rock.-— 
Llan  y  Mawddwy. 

Plas  Canol,  Middle  Hall  ;,a  man- 
fion  with  a  demefne  of  40I. — 
Llanaber . 

Plas  Ifav,  Lower  Hall ;  a  farm  of 
60 ; . — Llanddervel. 

Plas  llelo  ;  Bockhead’s  Hall ;  a 
farm  of  70I. — Betws. 

Plas  Newydd,  New  Hall ;  a  farm 
of  Sol. — Llangower . 

Plas  uchav,  Upper  Hall  \  a  farm 
of  70I . — Mawddwy. 

Plas  y  Vaerdrev  ;  Dairy-houfe- 
Hall;  tool. — Llandrillo. 

Plas  y  Penrhyn,  Headland  Hall; 
a  rented  manfion  of  Sol. — 
Llanvrothen. 

Plas  yn  y  Brithdir,  the  Hall  in 
the  Brithdir  ;  a  freehold  of 
5  ol  — Dolgellau. 

Pont  Abercorus,  the  Bridge  of 
Abercorus. — Tal-y-Llyn. 

Pont  Aberglaflyn,  the  Bridge 
of  the  blue-pool  Conflux, 
above  Traeth  Mawr. — Bcdd- 
celert. 

Pont  ar  Ganva,  the  Bride  on  the 
Canva  — Llanelltyd. 

Pont  Bwlch  G  wernoo-,  the  Bridge 
©f  the  Aldar  Pafs. — Llanvro¬ 
then. 

Pont  Calettwr,  Hardwater 
Bridge. — C  lynin. 

Pont  Cilryd.  Cilryd  Bridge. — 
Trawfvynydd. 


Pont  Cynvar,  Cynvaf  Bridge. — » 

Llanycil . 

Pont  Cynwal,  the  Bridge  of 
Cyn  wal. —  Fejliniog. 

Pont  Divlas,  Divlas  Fridge. — 

Penal. 

Pont  Dyfvni,  Dyfyili  Bridge. — 

Lla* egryni 

Pont  Eden,  Eden  Bridge. — Llan¬ 
elltyd. 

Pont  Yathaujthe  Bridge  of  Ma- 
thau,  and  a  farm  of  40I.— * 
Lowyn. 

Pont  Hirgwrr,  the  Bridge  of 
R  i  rg  wm .  — - Llanaber . 

Pont  Llavar,  the  Bridge  of  LI  a- 
v  a  r . — Lla  nycil. 

Pont  Lianegryn,  Llanegryn 
Bridge. 


Pont  Llanelltyd,  the'  bridge  of 
Llanelltyd. 

Pont  Llyn  Du,  the  Bridge  of 
Llyn  Du.  — Tr  aw fw  nydd. 

Pont  Llynor,  Llynor  Bridge. — - 
Llandrillo. 

Pont  Llyw,  the  Bridge  of  the 
Lly  w* — Llanycil. 

Pont  Mallwyd,  Mallwyd  Bridge* 
Mawddwy . 

Pont  Mwnwg  y  Llyn,  the  Bridge 
of  the  Neck  of  the  Lake. — * 
Llangower. 

Pont  Mynachddwr,  Mynach- 
ddwr  Bridge.— Llanvor. 

Pont  Rhiwedog,  Rhiwedog 
Bridge. — Llangower. 

Pont  Rhyd  y  Ddwyryd,  the 
Bridge  of  the  two  fords  Paf- 
fa  g  e . — A I i  e 1  tvjrog. 

Pont  Rhyd  y  Maen,  Rhyd  y 
Maen  Bridge.  — -  Llanvach - 
raeth. 

Pont  Tryweryn,  Trywerya 
Bridge. — Llanvor. 

Pont  y  Ceubren,  Ho  low  tree 
Bridge — Llanuw’  llyn. 


X  2  Pont 


i 
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Pont  y  Crydd,  Shoemaker’s  cave  ;  a  form  of  60I.  and  a 
Bridge. — LlaHdccwyn.  townihip.—  Tal-y-Llyn. 

Pont  y'Cymmerau,  the  Bridge  of  Rhiw’r  cernau,  the  afcent  fteeps; 

the  Confluxes  — Mawddwy.  a  farm  of  20I .—Celynin, 

Pont  y  Davarn  Helyg,  Tavam  Rhos,  a  moift  plain,  or  meadow 


Helyg  Bridge. — Maentwrog. 

Pont  '  y  Dawyryd,  Dwyryd 
Bridge  • — Llangar . 

Pont  y  Velenryd,  Melenryd 
Bridge. — Maentwrog. 

Pont  y  Vron  Goch,  Red-hill 
Bridge. — Liam  or. 

Pont  y  Parc, Parc  Bridge. — Llan- 
ycil. 

Pont  y  Pennant,  Pennant  Bridge. 
Llan  y  Mawddwy 

Pont  Yftumanner,  Yftumanner 
Bridge.- — Llanvib  angel  Pen - 


o 

nant. 


Pumrhyd,  the  Five  Fords ;  a  ri¬ 
ver  in  Llan  y  Mawddwy . 

Pumwern,  Five  Meadows ;  a  farm 
of  40I. — Penal. 

Rhagad,  the  Station  for  oppofing; 
a  farm  of  70I. — Corwen . 

Rhiw,  an  afcent,  or  uphill. 

Rhiwedog,  abrupt  afcent ;  a  man- 
fion,  with  a  demefne  of  100I. 
Llangower. 

Rhiw  Erva,  the  afcent  of  purfuit ; 
a  farm  of  40I. — Llamnh angel 
Pennant. 

Rhiw  Vedw,  the  birch  afcent. — - 
Corwen. 

Rhiw  Velen,  the  yellow  afcent  ; 
a  farm  of  2.5 1. — Llanegryn. 

Rhiw  Goch,  red  afcent ;  a  rent¬ 
ed  manfion  of  60I .-Mrawfuy- 
nydd. 

Rhiwlas,  green  afcent;  a  man¬ 
fion,  with  a  demefne  of  iool. — 
Llanvor. 

Rhiwlas,  a  farm  of  iol. — Llan - 
vihanVel  Pennant. 

o 

Rhiw  Ogov,  the  afcent  of  the 


Raos  bu’r  Saethu,  the  meadow 
where  the  fhooting  was. — 
Llangar* 

Rhos  Las,  the  green  meadow  ;  a 
farm  of  40I . — Trawfvynydd. 
Rhos  Leven,  the  level  meadow  ; 

a  farm  of  30I. — Celynin. 

Rhos  wen,  the  white  meadow.— 
Trawfvynydd. 

Rhos  y  Dorn,  the  dung  mea¬ 
dow  ;  a  freehold  of  30I.— 
Towyn. 

Rhos  v  Maen,  the  meadow  of 
the  ftone  ;  a  farm  of  40I.— 
Llandecwyn. 

Rhofvarch,  that  ri fes  over  the 
meadow;  a  farm  of  5°!- — 
Penal. 

Rhuo-,  a  manfion,  with  a  demefne 
of  120I. — Llangar. 

Rhyd  Cemaes,  the  ford  of  Ce- 
maes  ;  a  freehold  of  5.0I.— 

Llanegryn , 

Rhyd  Gethin,  the  ugly  ford.—® 

Llandrlllo. 

Rhyd  uchav,  the  upper  ford  ;  a 
farm  of  50I. — Llanvor . 

Rhyd  y  Bont,  ford  of  the  bridge ; 

a  farm  of  40I. —  Llanuw'llyn. 
Rhyd  y  Velin,  the  ford  of  the 
mill ;  a  farm  of  20I .—Fcjl~ 
iniog. 

Rhyd  y  Maen,  the  ford  of  the 
ftone  ;  a  farm  of  40k — Llan- 

vachraetb. 

Rhyd  y  Wernen,  aldar-tree  ford; 

a  farm  of  50 \.— Llanvor. 

Rhyd  yr  Ewig,  the  ford  of  the 
doe;  a  farm  of  iol. 

Rhytgryw,  the  ford  hut,  a  farm 
of  30I - Llanegryn , 

Sam 
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Sarn  Bacirig,  Patrick’s  Caufeway; 
a  wall  of  (lone,  2t  miles  long, 
running  out  into  Cardigan 
Bay,  from  within  three  miles 
©f  land,  ofF  the  point  of  Mo- 
chras,  nine  miles  of  which  is 
dry  at  low  water. 

Sarn  Hir,  the  long  caufeway.— 
Llanbedyr . 

Sarn  y  Bwch,  the  buck’s  caufe¬ 
way,  a  work  running  into  the 
fea, .  fmm  Celynin  head,  in  a 
direction  to  meet  Sarn  Bad- 
rig. 

Sarn  y  LI wvn,  the  caufeway  of 
the  grove;  a  farm  of  20L— 
Fcjliniog. 

Sarnau,  the  caufeways ;  a  farm 
of  60I. — -Llanvor. 

Sarnau  ;  a  farm  of  50I. — Llan- 
dde>  vel. 

Sugyn,  the  fuetion  ;  a  farm  of 
30I. — Beddcclert. 

Syl  va  n  the  place  of  obfervation; 
a  farm  of  60I.— Llanaber. 

Syrior,  the  fparkles ;  a  farm  of 
60. — Llandriilo. 

’Tai  Draw,  the  ulterior  houfes  ; 
a  farm  of  12I . — Llanvor. 

Tai  Hi  rion,  the  long  houfes.— 
T rawjvynydd. 

Tal,  the  front,  head,  or  end. 

Ta!  Drain,  thorn  end;  a  farm  of 
30! . — Llanegryn. 

Tal  y  Bidwel,  tne  head  of  the 
bound;  a  farm  of 50 .—Bettws. 

Tal  Treiddyn,  the  head  of  the 
ridge ;  a  freehold  of  50I.— 
Llanbedyr . 

Tal  Treiddyn  Pach,  the  little 
Takreiddvn ;  a  farm  of  20I. 

1  aly  Bonr,theheadof  thebridge; 
a  farm  of  15I, — Mae? t-wrog. 

Tal  y  Bont,  a  village;  popula¬ 
tion  120.  — Llariddwyivau * 


3C9 

Tal  y  Bont;  a  farm  ofSok  — 

Llanegryn.  1 

Tal  y  Fynonau,  the  head  of  the 
fprings;  a  farm  of  15I — Llan- 

enddwyn. 

Tal  y  Gareg,  the  Bone  end;  a 
farm  of  3  >1. — Celynin. 

Tal  y  Gweunydd,  the  head  of 
the  meadows;  a  farm  of  30I, — 

Fefliniog . 

Tal  y  Llyn,  the  head  of  the 
lake ;  a  church  and  village  ; 
population  50 ;  alfo  a  free¬ 
hold  there  of  8oh 

Talar,  tht  head  of  the  arable  ; 
a  farm  of  10. — Llanddwywau . 

Talardd,  head  of  the  arable;  a 
farm  of  50I. — Llanuw7  llyo. 

Talgarth,  the  head  of  the  Garth  ; 
a  manfion  with  a  demefne  of 
look — Towvn. 

Talwrn,  the  head  of  the  ridge  ;  a 
farm  of  60I.  —  Llanbedyr. 

Talwrn  Bach,  the  little  Talwrn; 
a  farm  of  20; — Llanbedyr. 

Tan  y  Bwlch  ,  below  the  pafs  ;  a 
manfion,  with  a  demefne  of 
60I.  and  a  village.— -Llanvro- 
then. 

Tan  yr  All t,  below  the  cliff;  a 
farm  of  30I. — Traivfvynydd. 

Tomen  y  Bala,  the  tumulus  of 
Bala. 

Tomen  y  CaBell,  the  mound  of 
the  caBle ;  a  farm  of  12I. — » 
Llanvor . 

Tomen  y  Mur,  the  tumulus  of 
the  wall,  the  fite  of  the  old 
Mur  Calf  ell. — ALaentwrog. 

Towyn,  the  Brand,  r  town 
having  a  church  dedicated  to 
Cad  van,  population  s*oo. 

Traeth  Artro,  the  fand  of  Ar- 
tro. — Llandanwp . 

O 

Traeth  Abermaw,  the  fand  of 
Abermaw, 

Traeth 
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Traeth  Bach,  the  little  fand. — 

Llandecwyn. 

Traeth  Hariech,  Harlech  fand. 
Traeth  Mawi ,  the  great  fand. — 
Llanvrothen, 

Traeth  Towyn,  Towyn  fand, 
Traeth  y  Dyfryn,  the  ftrand  of 
the  valley. 

Traeth  y  Penrhyn,  the  ftrand  of 
the  promontory. 

Trawfdir,  the crofs  land;  a  farm 
of  30!. — Llanaber . 
Trawsvynydd,  the  Crofs 
Mountain,  a  parifh  fo  called. 
Trev  V eilia,  the  town  of  trading ; 
a  freehold  of  401.—- Dolgell¬ 
au. 

Trev  Vry,  high  town  ;  a  farm 
of  $oL— Towyn. 

Trev  Geryg,  {tone  town;  a  farm 
of  50I.--  -Dolgellau. 

Tre’r  Mynach,  the  Monk’s 
town. 

Trevnant,  town  brook  ;  a  river 
in  Tal-y-Llyn. 

TrOed  y  Bwlch,  the  foot  of  the 
pafs  ;  a  farm  of  30I. — To- 

zvyn. 

Trum  y  Sam;  the  caufeway 
ridge;  a  farm  of  50!. — Llan - 

drill  0. 

Trwyn  Celynin,  the  point  of 
Celynin. 

TryfHog,  that  k  tumultuous  ;  a 
river  in  Llangar. 

Trvweryn,  the  clear  firearm — 
Llanvor. 

Twrch,  the  burrower;  a  river 

in  Llanuiv  llyn. 

Twrch  ;  a  farm  of  50I. — Llan- 

ddervel. 

Ty  Ceryg,  Pone  houfe  ;  a  farm 
of  70 /. — Llanvihangel  Trae- 
thau . 

Ty  Ceryg,  a  farm  of  40!.—- 
Betius. 


Ty  Du,  black  houfe  ;  a  farm  of 
4. ol. — Llanycil . 

Ty  Du;  a  farm  of  3°^* — Llan- 
ddervel. 

Ty  Vry,  high  houfe  ;  a  farm  of 

60I. — Llanvrothen. 

Ty  Gwyn,  white  houfe  ;  2  farm 
of  20I. — Llanaber. 

Tv  Gwyn,  a  farm  of  7°^* — ' 

Dolyellau. 

Ty  Gwyn  y  Gamlas,  white  houfe 
on  the  creek  ;  ale-houle,  and 
farm  of  20I  .—Llanvihangel 
Traethau. 

Ty  Ifav,  the  lower  houfe ;  a 
farm  of  60k — Llanfanfr aid. 

Ty  Ifav  ;  a  farm  of  40I .—Llan- 
dderveh 

Ty  Mawr,  great  houfe;  a  farm 
of  60I. — Towyn. 

Ty  Mawr;  a  farm  of  30I. — 

Towyn. 

Ty  Mawr;  a  farm  of  60. — 

Mawddwy . 

TyMawr;  afarmof3ol. — Tal- 
y  Llyn. 

Ty  Newydd,  new  houfe  ;  a  farm 
of  20I .—Llandecwyn. 

Ty  Newydd;  a  farm  of  70I.— - 

Llanddervel. 

Ty’n  y  Bont,  the  houfe  on  the 
bridge  ;  a  farm  of  2ol. — Llan¬ 
vor. 

Ty’n  y  Bryn,  the  houfe  on  the 
hill ;  a  freehold  of  40I. — 
Llanvihangel  Pennant. 

Ty’n  y  Celyn,  houfe  in  the 
holly ;  a  manfion,  with  a  de- 
mefne  of  30 /. — Llanelltyd. 
Ty’n  y  Celyn;  a  farm  of  15I, — 
Llanvor. 

Ty’n  y  Ceunant,  houfe  in  the 
chafm  ;  a  cottage. — Llan¬ 
aber. 

Ty’n  y  Ceunant;  a  farm  of 

2.0!. Llanvor. 

Ty  ’a 
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Tv’ii  v  Clawdd,  the  houfe  in  the 
dyke  ;  a  farm  of  15k  Dol¬ 
gellau. 

Tv’n  y  Coed,  the  houfe  in  the 
wood  ;  a  farm  of  40I.— Llan- 
ddervel. 

Ty’n  y  Coed  ;  a  freehold  of 
30I  .—Llanaber. 

Ty’n  v  Coed;  a  farm  of  40I. — 
Llandr'illo. 

Ty’n  y  Coed  ;  a  farm  of  30. — 
Llanvor. 

Ty’n  yvCornel,  houfe  in  the 
corner ;  a  iarm  of  2oh 
1  owyn. 

Ty’n  v  Ddol,  houfe  in  the 
holme ;  a  farm  of  50k  Llan- 
ddervel . 

Tv’n  v  Ddol;  a  farm  of  40k-— 

J  J 

Llanvor. 

Ty’n  y  Ddol;  a  farm  of  2ok— 

Llanvor. 

Ty’n  y  Vach,  houfe  in  the  fee  11- 
rity  ;  a  farm  of  60k — Llanvi- 
hangel  Pennant. 

1  y’n  v  "V elin,  houfe  at  the  mill ; 

a  farm  of  30. — Llanvor . 

Ty’n  y  Fordd,  houle  in  the  road; 
a  farm  of  10k. — Llandctwy- 
wau. 

Ty’n  v  Fridd,  houfe  in  the  copfe  ; 

a  farm  of  5°k — Llanvor. 
Ty’n  y  Gro,  houfe  in  the  gravel; 

a  farm  of  20k — Llanelltyd . 
Ty’n  y  Llechwedd,  houle  in  the 
declivity  ;  a  farm  ot  30!.— 
Llanddcrvel. 

Ty’n  y  Llwyn,  the  houfe  in  the 
grove ;  a  freehold  of  3°k 
Towyn. 

Ty’n  y  Maes,  houfe  in  the  field; 

a  farm  of  5^k — Llandvillo. 
Ty’n  y  Nant,  houfe  in  the  ra¬ 
vine  ;  a  farm  of  20k  ivdaen- 
tzurog. 

Ty’n  y  Pant,  the  houfe  in  the 


3rr 

hollow;  a  farm  of  30k — To- 
wyn. 

Ty’n  y  Pant  ;  a  farm  of  60I-— 
Llanddcrvel. 

Ty’n  y  Twll,  houfe  in  the  hole; 
a  farm  of  10k — Llanddwy - 
■z  van. 

Ty’ri  y  Twll  ;  a  firm  of  40I,— * 

J  J 

Llangowcr. 

Tw’n  y  Twll;  a  farm  oc  30k—- 

Dolgellau. 

Ty’n  yr  Allt,  the  houfe  on  the 
cliff ;  a  farm  of  15k — LI  an— 

elltyd. 

Ty’n  yr  Eithm,  the  houfe  in  the 
furze;  a  firm  of  15k — To¬ 
wyn. 

Ty  tan  y  Graig,  the  houfe  under 
the  rock;  a  farm  of  50k — 
Llanvor. 

Ty  Uchav,  the  upper  houfe; 
a  farm  of  40k — Llandder- 
vcl. 

Ty  Uchav  ;  a  farm  of  30I. — 

IJandrillo. 

T yddyn,  a  farm,  a  tenement. 
Tyddyn  Bychan,  the  little  tene¬ 
ment;  a  farm  of  5°k — Llan - 
\ 

vor. 

Tyddyn  Dewin,  the  houfe  of  the 
diviner  ;  a  farm  of  30:. 
Maentwrog. 

Tyddyn  Dm  the  black  tenement; 
a  farm  of  30!. — Llanddwy- 
wau. 

Tyddyn  Du;  a  farm  of  4°k 
Maentwrog. 

Tyddyn  Du;  a  farm  of  20k 

IJanelltyd. 

Tyddyn  Inco,  the  tenement  of 
Inco  ;  a  farm  of  M.—Llan- 
ddervel 

Tyddyn  Mawr,  the  great  tene¬ 
ment;  a  farm  of  30L — Llan¬ 
ddwy  wau. 

Tyddyn  Sieffre,  Jeffrey’s  tene¬ 
ment  5 
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ment ;  a  farm  of  20 \.— Dol¬ 
gellau. 

Tyddyn  y  Berllan,  the  firm  of 
the  orchard  ;  a  farm  of  50I. — 

Towyn. 

Tyddyn  y  Briddell,  the  tenement 
of  the  clod;  a  farm  of  20I. — 
Towyn. 

Tyddyn  y  Velin,  mill  tenement  ; 
a  farm  of  30I. — Llanuw'llyn. 

Tyddyn  y  Velin;  a  farm  of 
1 5 1  ,—Lla  ndtiwywci  u . 

Tyddyn  y  Gareg,  the  Hone  farm; 
a  farm  of  6oj .-—Dolgellau. 

Tyvos,  the  fpread ;  a  farm  of 
50I. — Llandrillo. 

Ty  vo«  Ifav,  the  lower  Tyvos, 
a  farm  of  30I. -—Llandrillo. 

Tynvanau ,  broken  places;  a 
farm  of  80I .—Celynin. 

Tyno,  the  plot  or  fite  ;  a  farm 
of  50b —Towyn. 

Uwch  Artro,  above  Artro,  a 
tithing  fo  called  in  Llanbeayr. 

Uwchlaw’r  coed,  upper  fide  of 
the  wood  ;  a  farm  of  60].— 
Llanbedyr. 

Uwch  Meloch,  above  Meloch  ;  a 
diftridf  near  Bala. 

Uwch  Mynydd,  above  the  moun¬ 
tain,  a  tithing  of  Llanaber. 

Uwch  Tryweryn,  above  Try- 
wervn,  a  bailiwick  in  Pen- 
llyn. 

Y  Belan  Wen,  the  White  Ball; 

a  farm  of  3  oh — Llanvrotben. 

■  / 

Y  Benar,  the  Bound  of  the  Arra- 
b'e,  where  the  fea  marfh  be¬ 
gins  ;  a  farm  of  40k — Llan- 

ddwywau. 

Y  Benar  Ifav,  the  Lower  Arrable 
Bound  ;  a  farm  of  20I. 

Y  Berth  Ddu,  the  Black  Brake; 
a  farm  of  40k —  Llangar. 


Y  Bont  Ddu,  the  Black  Bridge  ; 
a  farm  of  20I. — Llanaber . 

Y  Bont  Newydd,  the  New 
B  r  i  dge.  -—Do  Igellau. 

Y  Borth  Wen,  the  White  Creek; 
a  farm  of  15k — Llanvrothen. 

Y  Bryn,  the  Hill  ;  a  farm  of 
20k — Llan  y  Nlavjddwy. 

Y  Bwlch,  the  Pafs;  a  farm  of 
20I. — Penal. 

Y  Caftell,  the  Caftle  ;  a  farm  of 
1 5I . — Lkmvihangel  Pennant. 

Y  Caftell,  the  Caftle;  a  farm  of 
30I  — Celynin. 

Y  Celliodd  ifav,  the  Lower 
G  roves  ;  a  farm  of  50k 

Y  Celliodd  uchav,  the  Higher 
Groves;  a  farm  of  20k 

/  Cevyn,  the  Back  or  fummit; 
a  farm  of  20k — Penal.. 

Y  Croefau,  the  CrofTes ;  a  farm 
of  30k — Betws. 

Y  Coed,  the  Wood;  a  farm  of 

boh — Dolgellau. 

Y  C  wm,  the  Coom,  Glen,  or 
Dingle. 

Y  Cwrt,  the  Court ;  a  farm  of 
15B — Llanelltyd. 

Y  Cwrt ;  a  farm  of  20I .—-Llan- 
vihangel  Pennant . 

Y  Cwrt ;  a  farm  of  20k — 7B- 
wyn, 

Y  Cyrnmerau,  the  Confluences. 

Y  Dyfryn,  the  Plain  ;  a  free¬ 
hold  of  100k — Towyn. 

Y  Dderwen  Las,  the  Green 
Oak;  a  farm  of  20k — Penal. 

Y  Ddol,  the  Holme. 

Y  Ddol  Ddu,  the  Black  Holme; 
a  farm  of  30k — Betws. 

Y  Ddol  Gocb,  the  Red  Holme; 
a  farm  of  20k  —  Tal-y-Llyn. 

Y  Ddol  Goch  ;  a  farm  of  30k — « 
Tovjyn. 

Y  Ddol  Hir,  the  Long  Holme; 
a  farm  of  40k — Llanvor. 

Y  Ddplj 
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Y  Ddol  Wen,  the  White  Holme; 
a  farm  of  20I. — Plane  llt\d. 

Y  Ddol  Wen  ;  a  farm  of  30!. — 
Trawfuyt  ydd 

Y  D  dor  Wen  ;  a  farm  of  50I. — 
Llanvor. 

Y  Ddolgoed,  the  Wood-Holme; 
a  freehold  of40l. — Tal-y-Llyn. 

Y  Ddwyfa  n,  the  two  Caufe- 
ways.—  Llanvor. 

.Y  Vach  Grin,  the  Rotten  Wood 
Faftnefs ;  a  farm  of  i^l. — 
Llanbedyr . 

Y  V  ach  W en,  the  White  Keep  ; 
a  farm  of  20I. — Llanenddwyn. 

Y  V  aner,  that  towers  over  ;  a 
farm  of  40I. ;  aifo  a  ruin  of  an 
ah  b  ey . — Llanelliyd. 

Y  Va  ldrev,  the  I  rading  Town; 
a  arm  of  15]. — Llanenddwyn. 

Y  Varchynys,  the  High  Hland; 
w  th  a  farm  of  50! . — Llanaber . 

Y  Varch  Ynys  Vach,  the  Little 
Marchynys  ;  a  farm  of  goi. 

Y  v  ached,  the  Safe  Corner;  a 
fa  rm  o  f  3  ol .  Llan  y  Mawddwy. 

Y  Velin  rlen,  the  Did  Mill. — 
Llandrillo. 

Y  V  elm  Newydd,  the  New 
Mill  — Afaentwrog. 

Y  Velindrev,  tae  Mill  Town; 
a  farm  of  1  ol.  —  Towyn. 

Y  v  illt  r  Gervg,  the  Stony 
Mile;  a  farm  of  3 ol. — Llanvor. 

Y'Vodwen,  the  White  Dwel¬ 
ling  ;  a  farm  of  40!. — Trawf- 
vynydd. 

YV  onllech  Hir,  the  long  founda¬ 
tion  cliff. 

Y  Vron,  the  fwell,  rife,  or  break. 

Y  Vron;  a  farm  of  50]. — Llan¬ 
vor. 

Y  Vron  ;  a  farm  of  40I. — Llan- 

uwdlyn. 

Y  Won  Deg,  the  Fair  Hill:  a 
farm  of  301. — Penal. 
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Y  V ron  V elen,  the  Y ellow  Hill; 
a  farm  of  2oh —  Tal-y-Llyn. 

Y  Vron  Vraith,  the  Spotted 
Rife  ;  a  farm  of  20L — Tal-y- 
Llyn. 

Y  Vron  Galed,  the  Hard  Rife  ; 
a  farm  of  30I. — Llanddwywau . 

Y  Vron  Goch,  the  Red  Rife;  a 
farm  of  20I- — Tal  y-LJyn. 

Y  V  ron  Goch  ;  a  farm  of  icol. — 
Llanvor. 

Y  V ron  Newydd,  the  New  Hill ; 
a  farm  of  20I.  —  L/anegryn. 

Y  Vron  Serth,  the  Steep  Rife; 
a  farm  of  20I. — Dolgellau. 

Y  Vron  Yfgellog,  the  Thifllv 
Rife ;  a  farm  of  40I. — TrawJ- 
vynydd. 

Y  Pridd,  the  Copfe ;  a  farm  of 
60I. — Penal. 

Y  Gaer,  the  Fort,  or  Fortrefs. — 

Llandrillo. 

Y  Gaer  Wen,  the  White  Fort ; 
a  vaft  circle  of  loofe  ftones  on 
a  point  of  the  mountain  of 
Cevyn  Creini,  above  Corwen. 

Y  Garnallt,  the  Winding  Cliff; 
a  farm  of  id. — - Llanvihamel 

->  o 

Pennant. 

Y  Gelli,  the  Grove;  a  farm  of 
30I. — Feftiniog. 

Y  Gelligau,  the  Dark  Grove ; 
a  farm  of  30I. — Trawfvynydd. 

Y  Gernos,  the  Declivity  ;  a  farm 
of  20I. — Llanvihangel  Pen¬ 
nant. 

Y  Gefail,  the  recefs  or  angle ;  a 
farm  of  15I  — Llanegryn. 

Y  Geuvron,  the  enclofed  Hill  ; 
a  farm  of  20 '.—Towyn. 

Y  Gloig,  the  Hatch  ;  a  farm  of 
30 1 . — Llanvor . 

Y  Glyn,  the  Vale  ;  a  rented  man- 
fion  of  100I.-—  Llandccivyn . 

Y  Goedwig,the  Paddock;  a  farm 
cf  2 ol, — T al-y-Liyn. 

Y  Goettrev, 
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Y  Goettrev,  the  Wood  Town  ; 
a  farm  of  15I  .—Llanenddwyn. 

Y  Gogarth,  the  Cuckoo’s  Garth; 
a  freehold  of  iool. — Towyn. 

Y  Gopa,  the  Summit;  a  farm 
of  > cl. — Trawfvyuydd. 

Y  Graig  Ddu,  the  Black  Rock. 

Y  Graig  ifav,  the  Lower  Rock; 
a  farm  ot  20I . — Llanbedyr. 

Y  Graig  Uchav,  the  Upper 
Rock  ;  a  farm  of  15I. 

Y  Graig  W en,  the  White  Rock. 

Y  Greigddu,  the  Back  Rock; 
a  farm  of  30I. — Llanelltyd. 

Y  Gribin  V awr,  the  great  in¬ 
dented  Ridge. — Dolgellau . 

Y  Grass,  the  Crofs. 

Y  Groes  Lwyd,  the  Gray  Crofs ; 
a  farm  of  40I.  —  Mawddwy . 

Y  Gydrofs.  the  Joint  Meadow; 
a  farm  of  sol. 

Y  Gjfulog,  the  Place  of  Coun- 
fel  Celynin. 

Y  Lafynvs,  the  Green  I  Hand  ;  a 
rented  manfion  of  60I .-—Llan- 
decwyn. 

Y  Lafynvs  Vach,  the  Little 
Green  1 11  and;  afarmof30l. — 

LlandiC  y  ?. 

Y  Morva,  the  Sea  Marfh;afarm 
of  30 land.  cwyn. 

Y  Pandy,  the  Fulling  Houfe  ;  a 
farm  of  15I. —  Towyn, 

Y  Penrhyn,  the  Promontory;  a 
farm  of  50I — Llanvrothen . 

Y  Ro  Wen,  the  White  Agger; 
a  farm  of  20I. — Llanddwy- 
wau. 

Y  Rugog,  the  Heathv  Place ;  a 
freehold  of  50I. — Tal-y-Llyn. 

Y  Waen  Vach,  the  Little  Mea¬ 
dow  ;  a  farm  of  bol. — Llan- 
egryn. 

Y  Waen  V awr,  a  Swamp  on  one 
lide  of  Cevyn  Creini  Moun¬ 
tain. — Llanddervel. 


Y  W erddon,  the  Green  Spot ;  a 
farm  of  30I Llamw'’  llyn. 

Y  Wern,  the  Meadow,  a  farm 
of  l^i.—Llanvihangel  Pennant . 

Y  Wern  Vawr,  the  Great  Mea¬ 
dow;  afarmof50l  .-—Llanvor. 

Ymwlch,  the  Gap;  a  farm  of 
. — Llandanwg. 

Ynys  Vaig,the  Inclofing  Uland ; 
a  farm  of  20I .—Llanaber. 

Ynys  Giftan,  the  Ifle  of  Giftan; 
a  farm  of  iol. — Llanvrothen. 

Ynys  Gwrtheyrn,  the  Ifle  of 
Vortigern;  a  rented  man/ion 
of  50I.  —  Llanenddwyn. 

Ynys  Gyfylog,  Woodcock 
Uland,  a  freehold  of  30I. — 
Celynin. 

Ynys  y  Brawd,  the  Friars  Uland, 
in  the  mouth  of  AYrmaw. 

Y nys.y  Ceryg  Hyllibn,  the  Uland 
of  the  ugly  Stones  in  Aber- 
maw. 

Ynys  y  Maen  Gwyn,  White 
Stone  Ifland  ;  a  manfion,  with 
a  demefne  of  tyool.-- -Towyn. 

Ynysfor,  the  Ifle  Way;  a  farm 
of  201. — Llanvrothen. 

Yr  Avon  Ddu,  the  Black  Ri¬ 
ver. — Llanelltyd . 

Y  r  A  von  Goch,  the  Red  River.— 
Llanelltyd. 

Yr  Avon  Groes,  the  Crofs  Ri¬ 
ver. — Llanuw'llyn. 

Yr  Avon  Las,  the  Blue  River,  in 

Trawfuynydd. 

Yr  Allt  Goch,  the  Red  Cliff;  a 
farm  of  20I. — Llanenddwyn. 

Yr  Allt  Lwyd,  the  Gray  Cliff ;  a 
farm  of  30I.— Towyn. 

Yr  Allt  Rugog,  the  Heathy 
Cliff. — Llangower . 

Yr  Allt  Wen,  the  White  Cliff; 
a  faim  of  y)o\.—-cIrawfvynydd, 

Yr  Aran  Vach,  the  Little  Aran; 
in  Tal-y-Llyn. 


Yr 
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Yr  Aran  Vawr,  the  Great  Aran; 
a  mountain  in  Tal-y-Lhn. 

Yr  Evaii  Newvdd,  the  New 
Smithy;  a  farm  of  30  ..—Llan- 
uor . 

Yr  Erw,  the  Acre  ;  a  cottage  in 
Llanabe?. 

Yr  E  rw  Goed,  the  W oody 
Acre  ;  a  farm  and  a  chapel. — 
Celyuin. 

Yr  H  ivod,  the  Summer  Dwel¬ 
ling  ;  a  farm  of  30I. — Llan- 
ddwywau. 

Yr  Hen  Havod,  the  Old  Summer 
Dwelling;  a  farm  of  40I.— 
JLlanvor . 


Yr  Onwydd,  the  Afh  Wood;  a 
farm  ol  40I. — Llanycil. 

Yr  Oror,  the  Limit ;  a  farm  of 
40I . — Eetws. 

Yr  Wyddor,  the  Director;  a 
farm  of  40I. — Trawfvynydd. 

Yfbonig-  the  bottom  ,  a  farm  of 
20I. —  Llanaber, 

Yfgian,  the  break  ;  a  farm  of 
1 5  ol. — Towyn . 

Yftrad  Gwyn,  the  White  Val¬ 
ley;  a  townfhip  in  'Tal-y- 
Llyn. 

Yllumgwern,  the  Winding  Mea-> 
dow ;  a  rented  maniion  of 
6  ol . — LI  a  ncnddwyn . 
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THE  SHIPPING  OF  WALES. 


TRIE  naval  concern  of  the 
Britons,  when  fir  ft  vi  fit  eel 
by  the  Romans,  was  upon  the 
model  of  that  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  fhores  of  the  continent ;  but 
it  was  carried  on  to  no  great  ex¬ 
tent  ;  and  it  was  divided  into 
two  branches,  the  civil,  and  the 
warlike,  as  may  be  molt  natu- 
rally  fuppofed. 

It  is  probable  that  the  fir  ft 
embraced  little  more  than  to 
facilitate  the  means  of  mutual 
communications  between  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  neighbouring  fhores; 
therefore  it  can  hardly  be  faid  to 
have  trade  for  its  object,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  prefent  idea  annexed 
to  that  term  ;  and  the  more  es¬ 
pecially  fo,  as  no  fifhery  could 
be  carried  on  by  a  people  whofe 
religious  tenets  forbade  the  de- 
flruction  of  all  animals,  but  fuch 
as  would,  either  direftly  or  even¬ 
tually,  hurt  the  increafe  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  and  fillies  were  confider- 
ed  of  this  clafs.  Theveffels  ufed 
for  thefe  ordinary  intercourfes 
were  the  Coracles,  made  of 
ftrong-ribbed  bafket-work  co¬ 
vered  with  hides,  formed  like 
the  feetion  of  a  walnut  f h ell, 
and  generally  five  feet  long.  In 
making  ufc  of  fuch  a  boat,  a 
man  is  obliged  to  keep  his  ba¬ 
lance  well,  by  fitting  in  the 


middle  of  it ;  making  way  with 
a  paddle,  one  end  of  which  is 
refted  upon  his  fhoulder  whilft  a 
flroke  is  made  on  each  fide  al¬ 
ternately  with  the  other  end. 
But  the  coracle  was  only  an  in¬ 
vention  convenient  for  its  light- 
nefs,  adapted  for  the  lakes  and 
rivers,  or  a  very  fmooth  fea,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  we  find  it 
now  ufed  in  many  parts  of 
Wales. 

The  Britons,  doubtlefs,  had 
fhips  like  thofe  of  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  very  different  in  ftrength 
and  capacity  from  the  coracles, 
for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  a 
great  body  of  men  in  warlike  ex¬ 
peditions.  What  kind  of  veffels 
thofe  were,  which  travel  fed  the 
adjacent  Teas,  are  described  by 
Caefar,  in  the  account  of  his 
fea-fight  with  the  Veneti;  and 
from  whom  we. alfo  learn,  that 
his  enemies  had  fuccours  from 
Britain.  The  fhips  of  the  Gauls 
were  built  of  oak,  fo  ftrong  that 
the  iron  prows  of  thofe  he  had 
to  oppofe  to  them  made  no  im- 
prefiion,  and  fo  lofty  as  not  to 
be  affailed  in  the  ordinary  mode 
of  fighting  but  under  great  dis¬ 
advantage. 

o 

Be  lore  the  era  of  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  regular  hif- 
tory  of  W ales,  we  find,  from 

the 
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the  Memorial  Triples,  that 
fleets  were  fitted  out  for  the  fake 
of  pillage,  by  enterprizirig  duels, 
fimilar  to  thole  of  Scandinavia. 
In  the  following  Triad,  three  of 
thofe  fleets  have  the  appellation 
denoting  that  they  were  defign- 
ed  exprefsly  lor  that  purpofe. 

“  The  three  roving  fleets  of 
“  the  file  of  Britain  :  the  fleet 
<c  ol  Lawr,  foil  of  ’  Eiriv  ;  the 
“  fleet  of  Divug,  foil  of  Alban; 
“  and  the  fleet  of  Dolor,  fon  of 
“  Murchath*.” 

There  were  three  princes  ce¬ 
lebrated  lor  having  fleets,  wh.ofe 
names  are  recorded  on  that  ac¬ 
count  in  this  Triad. 

“  The  three  poffe (led  of  fleets 
u  of  the  ifle  of  Britain  :  Ger- 
“  aint,  fon  of  Erbin ;  Gwen- 
“  wynwyn,  ...Ton  of  'Navq  and 
“  March,  fon  of  Meirchion  t.’J 

There  is,  among  id  the  poems 
ol  T  die  fin,  a  curious  elegy,  or 
death  cry,  upon  Coroi,  fon  of 
Dairi,  a  captain  ol  rovers,  who 
was  flam  in  a  fea- fight  with  an¬ 
other  called  Cuchullin.  There 


is  no  name  fet  to  this  piece  ; 
but  if  the  Cuchullin,  mentioned 
in  it  be  the  fame  perfon,  as  we 
find  in  the  Irifh  fongs,  on  the 
expedition  of  Fingal,  it  mail 
have  been  compofed  belore  the 
time  of  Taliefm,  who  flourilhed 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  fixth 
century. 

It  may  be  inferred  Irom  the 
following  Triad,  that  the  coaft 
of  Wales  abounded  with  flap¬ 
ping  equally  with  the  other 
fhores  of  the  ifiand. 

“  The  three  principal  ports  of 
“  the  Ifle  of  Britain  :  the  port 
“  of  Yfgewyn  in  Gwent;  the 
“  port  of  Gwygyr  in  Mon  ;  and 
“  the  port  of  Gwyddno  in  the 
“  North  J.” 

The  woiks  of  the  bards,  who 
flourifhed  in  the  times  of  the 
native  princes  of  Wales,  con¬ 
tain  frequent  allufions  to  their 
naval  affairs. 

Lowarch  in  a  fpirited  poem, 
recounting  the  battles  ol  Rodri, 
fon  of  Owain  Gwynedd,  de- 
feribes  his  going  with  his  hofl 


*  Tair  llynges  gynniwalr  Ynys  Prydain  :  llyriges  Llawr  mab  Eiriv;  a  llynges 
Divwg  mab  Alban  ;  a  llynges  Dolor, mab  Mwrchath. 

f  Tri  liyngefawg  Ynys  Prydain  :  Geraint  mab  Erbin;  Gwenwynwyn  rnabNav; 
a  March  mab  Meirchion. 

The  perfon  whp  is  called  Geraint,  in  this  Triad,  was  a  prince  of  Devon  in  the 
early  part  of  the  fixth  century  ;  it  is  not  fo  certain  when  the  other  two  lived  ;  but 
we  have  fome  flight  hints  to  induce  a  belief  that  they  were  both  a  little  before  that 
period.  •  .  ,* 

+  Tair  priv  borthva  Ynys  Prydain:  Porth  Yfgewyn  yn  Ngwent ;  Perth  Wygyr 
yn  M6n  ;  a  Pho.  tb  Wydd-no  yn  y  gogledd. 

The  fir  ft  port  is  the  prefent  Yfgevvydd,  in  Monmouthfhire ;  the  fecond  is  Beau¬ 
maris  ;  the  form  of  which  is  now  very  different  to  what  it  was  once,  owing  to  an 
inundation  which  happened  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  century.  It  is  difficult 
to  fay  where  to  find  the  iaft  ;  unlefs  we  fix  upon  the  Siftuntium  of  the  Romans,  be¬ 
ing  the  mouth  of  the  Ribble  in  Lancafhire,  which  is  alfo  very  much  altered,  bee 
Whitaker’s  Hiflory  of  Manchefter. 


^  Llywarch  ab  Llywelyn,  generally  called  Prydydd  Moch. 


from 
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from  Porthaethwy,  “  on  the 
fteeds  of  the  torrent,  gliding 
over  the  raging  tumult  of  the 
waves,”  and  “  that  the  world 
doubted  if  a  remnar.t  of  them 
was  left,”  which 'fhews  he  was 
defeated.  We  muff  not  omit 
noticing,  that  the  fame  bard 
mentions  the  departure  of  Mad- 
og,  another  fon  of  Owain,  in 
a  manner  which  fhews  that  it 
was  not  known  what  was  be¬ 
come  of  him.  And,  it  is  alfo 
remarkable,  that  Lowarp,  com- 
pofed  an  ode  entitled  the  Hot 
Iron,  or  the  Ordeal  ;  in  which 
he  declares  himfelf  ignorant  of 
that  bold  adventurer. 

Subfequent  to  the  period 
when  Wales  was  annexed  to 
the  crown  of  England,  we  may 
colleft,  from  the  like  fource, 
many  more  hints  refpefting  our 
fubjecf. 

About  the  year  1370,  Iolo 
Goch  compofed  a  poem,  in 
which  a  fhip  is  minutely  de- 
fcribed.  Robin  Ddu,  in  1430, 
wrote  a  fimilar  piece  ;  by  which 
we  find  that,  returning  from  his 
pilgrimage  to  Rome,  to  Pope 
Nicholas  V.  he  took  his  paffage 
in  a  fhip  with  a  cargo  of  wane, 
bound  to  Anglefey,  his  native 
country.  Rhys  Nanmor,  a  bard 


of  the  fame  age,  defcribes  a  fhip 
going  from  Milford,  having  pil¬ 
grims  to  St.  James  of  Compof- 
tella  on  board,  which  was  bound 
to  Calais  for  a  cargo  of  wine  ; 
and  this  veffel  had  three  cover¬ 
ings,  by  which  decks  are  meant 
nioff  probably.  In  the  time  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  our  celebrated 
poet  Thomas  Prys*,  fitted  out  a 
fhip  of  war  at  his  own  expence,  to 
cruize  againft  the  Spaniards.  Pie 
met  with  an  enemy,  who  engag¬ 
ed  him  roughly,  fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  bear  away7.  The  hif- 
tory  of  this  affair  he  relates  very 
curioufly  in  a  poem,  wherein  he 
introduces  a  number  of  Englifh 
fea-terms,  exactly  the  fame  as 
are  now  in  the  mouths  of  the 
failors. 

We  refrain  from  enlarging 
this  fketch  of  the  (hipping  of  the 
principality,  by  making  ufe  ot 
what  is  already  before  the  public 
under  any  form,  as  the  forego¬ 
ing  hints,  which  are  brought 
from  fources  moflly  new,  may 
fuffice  to  give  a  general  view  of 
the  fubjeft,  as  it  exifted  in 
former  ages,  and  as  introdudlory 
to  its  prefent  date,  which  is  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  following  valuable 
document,  communicated  by 
George  Chalmers,  Efq. 


*  A  quarto  MS.  of  his  works,  containing  about,  a  iOco  pages,  in  bis  own  hand 
writing,  is  now  in  the  Wtlfh  School,  in  Gray's- Inn-Lane,  London.  He  was  pof- 
feffed  of  confiderable  property  ;  a  very  extraordinary  character,  and  one  of  the 
greatelt  poets  that  we  have  had  in  Wales. 
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LETTERS. 


UNDER,  this  head  fuch  correfpondences  are  felecied  as  tend 
to  elucidate  different  matters  relating  to  Wales,  but  more  parti* 
cularly  the  hiftory  and  literature  of  the  country,  as  found  in  anci¬ 
ent  manufcripts,  which  are  preferved  in  different  libraries. 


\ 


Air.  Edward  Llwyd ,  of  the 
Mu feuni  in  Oxford,  to  Ro¬ 
bert  Davies ,  EJq;  oj  Llan- 
erch. 

Oxford,  Sept .  22,1701. 
Hon.  Sir, 

R.  Babington’s  obliging 
letter  came  fate  to  hand  ;  but 
I  have  been  much  out  of  town 
fince,  or  I  had  fooner  returned 
my  moft  humble  thanks.  I  am 
plad  the  book  came  fate  to  your 
hands— I  thought  they  had  been 
all  difpofed  of  before  my  com¬ 
ing  to  Llanerch,  or  you  had 
been  troubled  with  one  fooner  ; 
but  finding  unexpedledly  Mr. 
Walter  Thomas  had  referved 
five  or  fix  of  them,  I  diredfed 
him  to  fend  you  one.  becaufe 
you  had  been  pleafed  to  men¬ 
tion  you  were  defirous  of  one  of 
them.  I  beg  your  acceptance  of  it 
as  a  final  1  token  of  gratitude. 
Perhaps  I  may  not  live  to  make 
you  a  better  acknowledgment 
for  your  generous  contribution 
towards  my  travails.  And  now 
thefe  being  over,  I  would  not 
be  troublefome  to  any  gentle¬ 
man  for  the  remainder  of  their 
fubfcriptions,  till  I  have  at  leaft 
my  book  in  the  prefs,  which  I 


cannot  hope  for  yet  a  good 
while.— The  glafs-bead,  and 
the  ftone,  came  here  fare,  and 
were  very  welcome.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  former  be 
Roman,  or  referable  to  our 
Glain  Neidrs,  whereof  I  have 
now  a  tolerable  colledfion  pick¬ 
ed  up  in  Wales  by  the  name  of 
Glain  Neidr,  in  the  Highlands 
by  the  name  of  Crap  an  Aith- 
reach,  in  the  Low  Lands  by  that 
of  Adder-Sten,  and  in  Corn- 
wal  Milpreve;  thefe  are  as  ce¬ 
lebrated  amongft  the  vulgar  in 
Scotland  as  in  Wales ;  but  in 
England  there  is  no  talk  of 
them,  excepting  in  the  weft  of 
Cornwal.  I  am  fully  fatisfied 
from  Pliny’s  account  of  the 
Ovum  Anguinum  that  thefe 
were  alfo  Druid  Amulets,  and 
am  apt  to  fufpedt  that  they  had 
even  in  thofe  barbarous  times, 
the  art  of  making  and  ftaining 
glafs;  and  that  that  was  the 
art  called  Celfyddyd  fferyllt, 
which  Dr.  Davies  in  his  didfi- 
onary  interprets  Chymia: — I 
may  hereafter  trouble  you  Sir 
about  tranfcripts  of  fomewhat 
in  your  Welfh  manufcripts, 
but  not  yet  this  good  while ; 
and  what  I  do,  my  friend  Mr. 

Foulke 
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Foulke  may  get  one  to  do  it 
for  me  in  the  country  well 
enough. 

I  have  now  a  tolerable  col- 
leftion  of  fuch  old  matters  ;  but 
I  am  ftill  infinitely  fihort  of  Sir 
William  Williams,  and  that  of 
Hengwrt,  though  I  have  many 
things  from  the  Cotton  library, 
the  Tower,  and  elfewhere,  which 
they  want,  and  fhould  be  very 
willing  (if  they  durft  trull  me 
fo  far)  to  make  exchange.  I 
am  told  Sir  Richard  Middleton 
has  fome  Wellh  MSS.  which 
Mr.  Price  of  Wrexham  pro- 
mifed  formerly  he  w'ould  pe- 
rufe.  I  fhail  be  very  glad  of 
an  account  from  him  or  Mr. 
Toulkes,  or  any  other  of  them. 
I  am  glad  the  feal  came  fafe. 
I  had  not  Mr.  The! walks  corn- 
million  to  part  with,  but  I 
doubt  not  you  had  to  call  for  it : 
I  muff  confefs  I  underlfood  he 
had  given  it  me,,  becaufe  when 
he  firft  left  it  with  me  to  read,  he 
bade  me  keep  it,  and  when  I  re- 
ftored  it  him  a  twelve  month 
after,  he  bade  me  keep  it  again. 

The  copper  plate  Mr.  Ba- 
bington  defcribes,  I  can  make 
no  guefs  at,  having  feen  nothing 
of  the  kind — fome  of  thofe  cop¬ 
per  or  brafs  axes,  found  at 
Gloddaith,  and  elfewhere,  fo 
frequent  in  Wales  and  England, 
are  alfo  found  in  the  bogs  of 
Ireland,  lo  that  probably  they 
are  not  Roman  but  Britilh  ;  and 
I  have  fome  fufpicion  that  Dr. 
Davies  has  mifinterp reted  the 
Britilh  word  Gzuefr,  when  he 
renders  it  Succinum,  becaufe 
I  had  obferved  the  Britons  of 
France  to  call  copper  Gwe- 
er : — I  take  Main  Kanhazu - 
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en  to  be  no  more  than  the  Hone 
of  a  man  fo  called ;  as  Llech 
Gynfelyn,  Llech  Gynvarwy, 
Llech  Ylched,  and  at  lealt  500 
more.  I  know  the  people  have 
a  llory  of  Cant  awen  (a  hun¬ 
dred  bridles)  but  I  have  obferved 
that  our  vulgar  are  whimfical  in 
nothing  more  than  etymologies 
of  places.  I  hope  Mr.  Willi¬ 
ams  fent  you  Dr.  Langbain’s 
letter,  with  the  account  of  the 
Roman  infer iption  you  defired 
might  be  tranferibed  out  of 
Alhmole’s  librarv — and  that  you 

J  ^  y 

will  be  pleafed  if  there  be  any 
thing  elfe  you  are  curious  of 
here,  to  lay  your  commands 
on,  moll  honoured  Sir, 

Your  ever  obliged 
Humble  fervant, 
Edward  Llwyd« 

I  thought  of  your  Scotch  tra¬ 
veller  when  I  met  with  a  prin¬ 
ted  account  of  Macduff’s  Crofs 
at  Edinburgh,  and  produced  ten 
copies  of  it,  one  to  be  fent  you ; 
but  I  have  not  yet  received  my 
box  out  of  that  country,  though 
I  hear  ’tis  now  come  to  Lon¬ 
don. 


Mr.  Llwyd  to  Mr.  Babington , 
Oxford ,  QEl.  14,  1703. 

Hon.  Sir, 

I  return  moll  humble  thanks, 
for  your  laft  favor,  by  Mr. 
Davies  ;  his  fubfeription  which 
I  have  received,  was  befides 
my  expectation,  who  always 
knew  that  I  was  indebted  for 
Y  books 
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books  to  thofe  gentlemen  who 
were  at  the  expence  of  my  tra¬ 
vels. 

The  brafs  rings  being  Inch 
antiquities  as  I  am  endeavouring 
to  col  left,  I  will  gladly  add  them 
to  the  reft,  unlefs  the  perlon 
from  whom  you  had  them,  be 
defirous  they  fhould  be  return¬ 
ed  :  and  if  fo  I  ftiall  take  care 
to  fend  them*  the  fir  ft  opportu¬ 
nity.  Thefe  and  the  two  golden 
or  gilt  things  you  mention,  are 
in  all  probability  Roman  ;  but 
at  prefent  I  can  give  no  account 
of  them;  my  next  volume  will 
take  in  ail  things  of  this  kind, 
and  then  upon  confulting  books, 
and  the  few  Englifh  antiquaries 
we  have,  I  may  poftibly  inform 
myfelf  as  to  thefe  and  feveral 
other  things  I  have  by  me,  at 
prefent  unaccountable.  Be 
pleafed  in  your  next  to  add  fur¬ 
ther  reference  to  the  conjefture 
about  the  name  of  the  river 
Clyde,  though  at  prefent  there 
feems  but  little  in  it,  for  they 
have  alfo-  in  -Scotland,  T ay,  T wy, 
Tau,  Twee,  Nid,  Nrth,  Alway, 
Sec,  which  are  the  lame,  or  but 
a  variation  of  our  iawy,  Teih, 
Taf,  Tywi,  Nidd,  and  of  our  EL 
wy.  Indeed  not  only  the  names 
of  the  rivers  in  Scotland  are  al- 
moft  all  Britiih,  but  even  moil  of 
their  towns  and  mountains,  ef- 
pecially  in  the  low-lands,  i  he 
Highlands  have  alio  moftly  Bri- 
tifh  names,  but  different  from 
ours  ;  for  you  muff  know  I  aor 
troubled  with  an  hypothefis  of 
€  Britons  and  P  Britons,  the 
C  B  B  would  begin  no  word 
with  a  P,  and  therefore  for  pen 
a  head,  they  faid  cian  or  kean ; 
for  pren  a  tree,  cran  ;  for  plant 


children,  eland,  and  now  of  lai:£ 
clan ;  for  pedwar,  four  cathair* 
Sec.  Sec.  Sec.  infomuchthat  I  can¬ 
not  find  the  Irifh  hkve  a  word 
(purely  their  own)  that  begins 
with  a  P,  and  yet  have  alrnoft  all 
ours,  which  they  conftantly  begin 
with  a  C.  I  muft  indeed  recall 
myfelf  when  I  faid  they  could 
not  pronounce  P,  becaufe  they 
may  as  well  fay  we  corrupted 
theirs.  Whatever  the  reafon 
was,  I  fhall  make  it  appear  (God 
willing)  in  this  firft  volume,  now- 
in  the  prefs,  as  alfo  in  many 
other  fuch  inftances,  with  the 
Greeks,  and  fometimes  with  the 
Goths,  and  they  with  the  Latins 
and  French ;  .thefe  C  Britons,  or 
as  we  may  now  call  them,  Irifh 
Britons,  feem  to  have  inhabited 
Britain  before  us,  for  (to  trou¬ 
ble  you  at  prefent  with  only  one 
inftance)  I  cannot  learn  that 
ever  the  word  Uifge,  was  111 
ufe  either  amongft  the  Welfh* 
Cornifh,  or  Armorique  Britons 
for  water,  and  yet  we  find  rivers 
of  that  name  all  over  England* 
which  are  now  called  Afc,  Efc, 
Ifc,  Ax,  Ex,  Ux,  and  that  Ex,  Ux 
or  Uifce  is  not  one  and  the  fame 
name  appears  from  the  Ifca  Dan- 
monicorum,  now  Exeter,  and 
Ifca  Siiurum,  or  Legionum,  now 
C’Leon  upon  Ufk,  in  Mon¬ 
mouth  fh ire.  From  this,  and 
other  fuch  obfervations,  I  have 
been  led  into  a  fufpicion,  that 
they  were  the  firft  Gauhfh  Po¬ 
lony  that  planted  Britain,  and- 
that  we  were  another  Gaulifh 
colony  that  came  afterwards  and 
forced  them  northwards,  from 
whence  either  out  of  conftraint 
or  curiofity  feme  of  them  plant¬ 
ed  Ireland,  and  that  ftill  more 

went 


I 
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Vent  over  upon  the  Roman  con- 
queft,  but,  that  a  number  of  them 
continued  in  the  Highlands,  and 
are  there  ff ill  incorporated  with 
the  Scots  that  came  afterwards 
over  out  of  Ireland,  who  were 
at  that  time  a  mixt  people  of 
Britons  and  Spaniards,  as  I  fhall 
make  out  from  their  language  : 
but  I  have  tired  your  patience, 
and  add  no  more  than,  that 
I  am,  Sec, 

Edw..  Llwyd* 


Mr.  Edward  Llwyd  to  Mr. 

Babington * 

Oxford ,  March  2,  17 of. 
Hon.  Sir, 

This  brings  my  moft  humble 
thanks  for  the  favour  of  your 
laft.  The  meafure  ol  the  hones 
you  are  pleafed  to  mention, 
would  be  a  Angular  curiofity, 
could  it  be  retrieved.  The 
growth  of  hones  has  been  a  thing 
generally  believed  by  the  la¬ 
bourers  of  mines,  quarries,  &c* 
but  is  ridiculed  by  fome  of 
our  late  virtuofos,  though  main¬ 
tained  by  others  of  them.  That 
hones  in  caves  do  increafe  in 
bulk  by  the  droppings  of  the 
water  from  the  roofs  and  Tides 
of  them  is  moh  certain;  but 
that  hones  lying  on  the  ground 
in  the  open  air,  fhould  do  fo,  is, 
I  muh  confefs,  to  me  very  fur- 
prifing.  What  you  have  met 
with,  in  Mr.  Hales’s  fermons,  is 
alfo  affirmed  by  Mr.  Carew,  in 
his  furvev  of  Cornwall,  who 
adds,  that  they  are  neverthelels 
very  copious  in  curfes  and  abu- 
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five  nicknames,  in  fome  Corn- 
ifh  plays  I  have,  I  find,  Re  nthas 
i.  e.  by  my  father,  to  be  their 
common  affeveration  ;  and  Mr. 
Martin,  in  his  late  account  of  the 
weftern  ifles,  tells  us,  ’tis  com¬ 
mon  amongft  the  Highlanders 
to  fwear  by  their  grand  father’s 
hand.  I  find  there  fhould  be  a 
Cornifii  manufeript  amongh 
thofe  of  Hengwrt,  which  I  am 
endeavouring  by  a  friend  in  that 
neighbourhood,  to  borrow,  fee¬ 
ing  it  can  be  of  no  ufe  to  any  one, 
excepting  in  what  I  am  now 
upon.  I  humbly  thank  you  for  the 
brafs  rings  &c.  which  are  a  con- 
fiderable  addition  to  my  collec¬ 
tion.  I  prefume  you  have  heard 
no  more  of  the  things  you  were 
pleafed  formerly  to  mention,  as 
found  at  Kaer  Sws.  You  left 
with  me  a  fmall  Welffi  chrono¬ 
logy  of  the  kings  of  England,  by 
Jones,  of  Gelii  Lyfdy :  be 
pleafed  to  mention  in  your  next, 
whether  you  wouldffiave  it  re¬ 
turned  by  the  carrier,  and  your 
orders  fhall  be  obferved  by 
Elon.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged 
Elumble  fervant, 
Edward  Llwyd* 


Mr.  Edward  Llwyd' s  opinion 
dc  ongine  fojfihum  man - 
norum . 

It  does  not  feem  that  the  Tef- 
tacia  aliaque  rnaris  fpolia,  which 
are  frequently  found  in  the  earth, 
were  brought  thither  by  Noah’s 
flood,  or  any  fuch  like  inunda- 
tion. 


Y2 


Becaufe 
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Becaufe  they  would  be  met  the  earth,  which  are  reckon  eY? 


with  commonly  towards  the  fur 
face  of  the  earth,  arid  in  continu¬ 
ed  beds;  whereas  they  are 
often  very  deep,  arid  only  one 
or  two  together,  and  are  inclu¬ 
ded  in  folid  rocks. 


to  be  minerals.  If  they  had 
been  really  leaves,  they  had 
fwam  in  the  flood ;  whereas, 
moll  lie  deeper  than  ten  yards. 
If  real  they  had  been  found  in 
rrtmes  only,  and  the  plants  thus- 
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Becaufe  they  flick  to  the  roof  dug  up,  would  moie  fiequenny 
of  caverns,  from  whence  a  flood  reprefent  fuch  as  grow  in  our 
would  have  wafhed  them.  country  than  in  any  others. 

Becaufe  we  rarely  find  the  There  would  likewife  be  grea& 
parts  of  land-animals,  which  variety,  and  of  the  mod  durable 
would  have  been  as  likely  to  be  leaves  ot  trees,  fhiubs,  Sc c,  but 


carried  as  thofe  of  the  fea. 

Becaufe  the  pholades  are  com¬ 
monly  included  in  lamellato 
quodam  lapideo  involucro, 
which  could  not  likely  be  form¬ 
ed  in  the  fea. 

Becaufe  fome  of  them  are  en¬ 
tirely  of  a  chryffalline  matter. 


fuch  are  not  found.  The  mine¬ 
ral  leaves  that  are  flexible,  and 
feem  likeft  real,  are  manifeftly 
only  imitations ;  nature  may  as 
well  form  thefe  in  the  earth,  as 
it  does  flies  in  amber,  See. 

The  true  account  of  thefe 
things  feems  to  be*  that  vapours 


nd  feveral  of  the  fame  fort  riflng  from  the  iea,  are  unpieg- 


jnade  of  different  matters. 

Becaufe  had  they  been  from 
the  deluge,  two  or  more  fhells 
adhering  to  each  other,  would 
have  undergone  the  fame  change, 
whereas,  fometimes  chryffalline 
ihells  are  found  adhering  to  tel- 
tacious  ones. 

Becaufe  we  find  in  fome  rocks 


nated  with  the  feed  of  fifh,  which 
forms  itfelf  into  whole  ones,  or 
parts,  pro  dato  feminis  portione 
et  pro  matricis  congruentia,  for 
thefe  reafons: 

Becaufe  we  find  the  parts  of 
fuch  things  only  as  commit  their 
feed  to  air  and  water,  as  plants, 
infecls  and  fifh,  but  not  of  beads, 


■vafl  quantities  of  fuch  things  as  though  fifh-bones  have  been 
the  fea.  ufuaily  calls  up,  and  yet  miflaken  for  them, 
we  find  but  one  or  two  together  Becaufe  thefe  manifeftly 
on  rhefhore.  change  their  matter  and  form,  as 

Becaufe  fuch  things  are  fome-  will  appear  on  a  view  of  this 
times  found  in  the  bodies  of  colleftion,  and  therefore  it  is  but 
land-animals,  whither  floods  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  if 


could  not  convey  them. 

Becaufe  many  of  them  are 
plainly  not  what  they  feem,  but 
as  it  '  were  mere  delineations, 
and  exhibit  no  more  of  real 
fhells  and  bones,  than  the  pic¬ 
tures  of  fill  fhells,  &c,  do,  of 
the  real  ones. 

The  like  reafons  may  be  in¬ 
ferred  from  the  leaves  found  in 


fome  of  them  are  daily  trans¬ 
formed,  others  are  daily  gene¬ 
rated. 

Becaufe  exotics  may  eafily 
come  from  vapors  bred  from 
afar  off. 

Becaufe  we  fometimes  find 
twenty  or  thirty  different  mag¬ 
nitudes  of  the  fame  fort,  and  in 
the  fame  places,  fo  they  Ihould 
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feem  vegetable ;  in  ffiort,  that 
the  foffil  leaves  fhould  be  found 
fo  very  deep  ;  that  there  fhould 
be  fuch  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
marine  foffil s  ;  that  there  fhould 
be  in  this  ifland  fo  incredible 
a  variety  of  them  ;  that  there 
fhould  be  fo  frequently  found 
dihorted  and  varioully  misffiapen ; 
that  they  fhould  be  found  at  all 
heights  from  the  furface  of  the 
earth  to  the  greateh  depths ; 
that  they  fhould  adhere  to  the 
walls  and  roofs  of  caves,  and 
be  fometimes  found  in  the  bow¬ 
els  of  animals,  feem  phaenomena 
not  to  be  folved  by  the  deluge, 
but  accountable  enough  accord- 
ing  to  this  hypothefis. 

The  objeOlions  to  this  hyp othejis, 
and  Anjwers. 

Obj.  1.  Such  a  feminium  can¬ 
not  be  allowed  to  penetrate  the 
pores  of  hones. 

Anf.  It  appears  it  does,  from 
the  {hells  and  pholades  found 
inclofed  in  hones  atfea,  and  con¬ 
taining  living  animals. 

Obj.  2.  It  feems  unlikely 
fuch  inanimate  bodies  fhould 
grow,  &c. 

Anf,  ’Ids  plain  they  grow  in 
the  bowels  of  animals,  for  as 
much  as  the  fame  fpecies  have 
been  found  of  various  magni¬ 
tudes,  and  fmall  ffiells  have  been 
found  in  the  folid  parts  of  large 
Tenbigh  oilier  ffiells, 

Obj ,  3.  ’Tis  hard  to  allow 
the  folid  hones  fhould  yield  to 
the  growth  of  thefe  bodies, 

Anf  !Tis  well  known  that 
ffiells  and  hones  yield  to  the 
roots  of  plants,  and  that  the 
lime  hone  at  fea  yields  to  the 
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living  ffiell  fiffi  above-menti¬ 
oned  produced  in  them* 

Obj.  4.  '  According  to  this 
hypothefis  they  fhould  be  found 
in  all  places. 

Anf.  All  hones,  grounds,  &C. 
are  not  capable  of  producing 
them. 

Obj.  5.  According  to  this 
hypothefis  fome  fhould  be  found 
exceeding  minute,  and  others 
full  grown. 

Anf  Steno  has  found  eggs  of 
ffiell  fiffi  in  the  ground,  and 
I  have  found  fome  as  fmall  as 
pinns  heads,  and  others  of  the 
fame  fpecies  three  inches  long. 

Obj .  6.  It  feems  unlikely  that 
the  particles  of  fpawn  thus  dil- 
covered  fhould  hill  anfwer  their 
end, 

Anf.  The  various  hihories  of 
monhrous  productions  may  an¬ 
fwer  this  objection, 

Obj .  7.  The  marks  of  adhe- 
fion  to  feveral  ffiells  whence 
others  have  been  cafually  broken, 
off,  fhew  they  bred  at  fea,  &c. 

Anf  Thefe  might  have  been 
cafually  broken  oh  by  the  work¬ 
men,  or  at  firh  imperfe&ly 
formed. 

Obj.  8.  There  are  bones  of 
viviparous  fiffi  found. 

Anf.  That  feems  not  as  yet 
manifeh.  E.  L. 


Mr.  Thomas  Price ,  of  Llan 
Fyllin ,  to  JVIr.  JoJiah  Ba- 
bington ,  at  Mr.  Davies's 
houfe  at  Llanerch . 

Sir, 

Whereas  the  hudents  in 
foreign  colleges  have  their  va¬ 
cation. 
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cation  in  the  heat  of  fummer, 

I  am  forced  to  take  mine  in 
the  dead  of  winter,  my  fingers 
not  enduring  the  cold  of  the 
feafon  in  {harp  weather,  nor 
my  eyes  the  fupply  of  a  candle 
for  the  ihortnefs  of  the  day¬ 
light  ;  otherwife  you  fhould 
have  a  fpeedier  account  of  your 
courteous  and  ingenious  letter, 
in  whiph  the  firfl  difficulty  that 
occurs,  is  touching  the  name 
and  fitua'tion  of  Mediolanum ; 
which  Mr.  Camden  and  his 
followers  will  have  to  be  Llan 
' Fylhn ,  grounding  his  opinion  in 
that  general  miftake  which  Mr. 
Davies  has  fo  well  obferved  of 
thofe  places,  whofe  names  have 
like  found,  and  though  they 
really  have  not,  yet  fuch  is  his 
art  in  chopping  and  changing, 
fuhtrafiting  and  adding  of  let¬ 
ters,  infomuch  that  they  muff 
he  very  fiubborn,  or  he  will 
force  them  to  an  agreement  ; 
thus  from  the  original  name 
Llan  Fyllin  he  has  coined  Llan- 
vethlin,  as  in  p.  vy,  18,  19,  of 
his  old  Engliffi  edition  he  forces 
Ve&uriones  out  of  Chwith,  Du- 
fii  from  Dydd,  Sence  from 
Lleian,  Gafiatae  from  Gweffyn, 
Geffi  and  Geffum  from  Gwas 
dewr,  Citos  from  Gedwch, 
Branu  from  Gwemth  1  frame, 
and  by  the  way  be  pleafed  to 
obferve  that  he  cites  Pliny  for 
this  fancy,  whereas  the  word 
Ffrainc  was  never  heard  of  in 
Gaul  till  above  300  years  after 
Pliny’s  time,  and  many  more 
of  the  like  nature,  as  if  provi¬ 
dence  had  defigned  him  the 
name  of  Camden,  as  derived 
from  Cam  deprig],  which  figni- 
fies  in  his  way  of  agreement  a 


wrong  interpretation.  But  lay¬ 
ing  afide  his  etymologies  as  of 
no  value,  we  will  next  examine 
his  lines  of  pofition,  p,  662, 
where  he  places  Mediolanum 
at  12  Italian  miles  from  Ruti- 
nium  or  Rowton  Cable,  and 
20  from  Bonium  or  Bangor, 
which  he  calls  infallible,  and  as 
he  confeiTeth,  cut  one  another 
a  crofs  between  Llanvathlin  as 
he  names  it,  and  Mathravel* 
where,  by  his  own  argument,  it 
can  be  neither  Mathrafal  nor 
Llan  Fyllin ;  but  fome  third 
place  between  both,'  which,  in 
my  opinion,  can  be  no  other 
than  Mifod,  which  has  been 
very  confiderable  in  former 
times,  and  fince  their  removal 
from  Shrewfbury,  the  burial 
place  of  the  princes  of  Powis ; 
for  befides  the  pariffi  church 
now  Handing,  I  myfelf  have 
feen  the  ruins  of  two  other 
churches,  and  been  told  of  a 
Crefydd-dy  or  religious  houfe  ; 
and  feveral  pavements  and 
hearths  have  been  digged  up  in 
the  neighbourhood,  ol  which  one 
at  a  pretty  diifance  from  the 
prefent  village  is  to  this  day 
called  Gweirglawdd  y  porth, 
and  at  a  like  difiance  another 
way  there  is  Pentrei  y  Gof,  the 
fmithfield  of  Mediolanum,  be¬ 
fides  the  two  lanas,  if  lana  do 
fignify  a  brook  or  river,  of 
which  I  beg  to  be  farther  in¬ 
formed  by  you,  whereas  the 
great  Mediolanum  has  no  river 
nor  brook  of  its  own,  but  is 
ferved  by  two  channels  of  the 
Fi finus  and  Adder.  But  to  pinn 
the  bafket  in  Mr.  Camden’s  own 
way,  I  find  all  the  letters  of 
Mifod  in  Mediolanum  and  re¬ 
maining 
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maining  put  together  make 
Mel  an,  which  added  to  Mitod 
compofe  Melan  Mifod,  which, 
is  a  true  anagram  of  Mediola¬ 
num.  I  beg  your  pardon  for 
this  fort  of  grubbs,  which  I  bor¬ 
rowed  of  the  learned  and  judi¬ 
cious  Mr.  Camden,  and  there¬ 
fore  make  ufe  of  them  as  the 
propereft  method  to  attack  him 
with.  As  to  the  Hen  Ddinas 
I  know  not  what  to  fay,  having 
neither  Antoninus  nor  Burton 
by  me,  only  that  I  find  that  it 
was  in  the  Britains’  times  called 
Maes  Ufiaf,  from  U  fiat  the  fon 
of  Cuneddaf  Wledic,  and  after¬ 
wards  by  the  Saxons  Mafer- 
field:  near  to  which  place  St. 
Ofwald,  king  of  the  Northum- 
bers,  being  (lain  by  Penda  the 
Mercian,  and  a  erode  erefted 
in  the  place  of  his  death,  gave 
occafion  to  the  removal  oi  the 
old  town,  and  the  ere&ion  of  a 
new  one,  by  the  name  oi  Croes 
-Ofwallt  or  Ofwalds  tree.  Ol 
Mr.  Camden’s  miftakes  I  could 
inftance  more  than  this  fheet 
will  contain  ;  but  I  will  pafs 
them  by  at  this  time,  as  alfo  the 
pretty  curiofities  you  mention, 
till  I  have  the  happinefs  of  fee¬ 
ing  you  or  them.  But  as  to 
Mr.  Davies’s  enquiries  touch¬ 
ing  the  wearing  ol  leeks  on  St. 
David’s  day,  I  take  them  to 
have  been  a  diftindlive  mark 
which  he  gave  to  his  followers 
in  a  battle,  wherein  he  headed 
them  againft  the  pagan  Saxons, 
and  is  ftill  retained  on  his  lead: 
as  a  badge  of  a  Welfhman. 

All  that  I  can  guefs  about 
the  1,5  tribes  of  North  Wales, 
(for  they  extend  no  further)  is 
that  in  their  declining  time  about 
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the  reign  of  Henry  II.  for  Mae- 
log  Grwm,  who  is  the  youngeft 
of  the  fifteen  lives  in  his  reign, 
the  South  Wales  bards  met  in 
an  Eifteddfod,  and  fore  feeing 
the  unavoidable  neceifity  of 
falling  under  the  E'nglilh  yoke, 
and  to  preferve  the  memory  of 
the  gentility  ol  thole  lew  fami¬ 
lies,  then  remaining,  oi  which 
thefe  fifteen  were  the  only  ones, 
and  were  entitled  y  pymtheng 
llwyth  Brenhinol,  or  fifteen  royal 
tribes,  the  heads  oi  thefe  fifteen 
tribes  lived  in  feveral  ages,  lor 
Braint  hir  the  fir  ft  lived  in  or 
before  the  year  875,  and  Mael- 
awr  the  laft  about  the  year  1 175, 
and  their  defendants  were  all 
looked  upon  as  gentlemen. 

Of  the  reafon  of  bonefires  or 
Coelcaiths  on  All  Saints  eve,  I 
am  very  doubtful,  but  it  conjec¬ 
tures  may  ferve  inftead  of  found 
reafon,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they 
are  of  a  late  date,  for  I  find  no 
mention  of  them  among  the  an¬ 
cients,  and  took  beginning  from 
the  fevere  laws  made  by  Hen¬ 
ry  IV  againft  the  Welfh  after 
Owen  Glendyftrdwy’s  rifing, 
whereby  they  were  not  only  in- 
terdifted  the  civil,  but  alfo  the 
ecclefiaftical  rights  oi  their 
country  ;  no  prieft  being  admitt¬ 
ed  to  the  reciorfhips  oi  any  pa- 
rifh  whereon  the  people  having 
finifhed  their  harveft,  and  laid 
their  tythes  abide,  and  knowing 
none  that  could  lay  claim  to 
them,  fet  fire  to  them,  as  not 
thinking  fit  to  make  ufe  of 
what  had  been  fo  folemnly  de¬ 
dicated  to  the  fervice  of  God 
Almighty. 

As  to  the  government  of 
Britain,  I  take  it  to  have  been  all 
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along  monarchical,  much  like  to 
that  of  Germany,  faving  that, 
whereas  their  Lord  Paramount 
or  Emperor  is  ele&ive;  ours 
was  hereditary,  and  that  in  the 
male  line,  excepting  three  times, 
in  which  it  came  to  the  diftaff, 
in  our  terms  y  Gogeiliau. 

Thefe  chief  lords  had  under 
them  interior  fovereigns,  like 
the  princes  of  Germany;  for 
under  the  kings,  properly  lo 
called,  were  the  princes  ofCorn- 
wal,Dyfnaint  or  Devonia,  North 
W ales,  South  W ales,  Powys, 
Sec.  and  under  thefe  a  lower 
clafs  of  leffer  royalifls,  yet  all 
indifferently  with  the  titles  ol 
kings.  As  lor  inflance,  under 
South  Wales,  were  the  kings  ot 
Gwent  and  Morgannwg,  Glew- 
iffig,  See.  and  under  Powys, 
Maelor,  Tegaingl,  Sec. 

Let  not  this  How  return  of 
my  thanks  difeourage  you  or 
Mr.  Davies  from  farther  honour¬ 
ing  me  with  your  inftru6Hve  let¬ 
ters,  and  in  the  mean  time  be 
ple&fed  to  give  him  and  his 
worthy  lady,  my  moft  humble 
fervice,  affuring  you  that  I  am 
their, 

And  your  humble  fervant, 

Thomas  Price. 
Llanfylhn,  April  12th,  1701. 


.Rev.  IV.  Wynne ,  to  the  Rev. 

Evan  Evans. 

Iolo  Goch  o  Goed  Pantwn 
ym  Mhlwy  Llan  Nefydd  yn  Sir 
Ddinbych ;  y  mae  yno  glwt  o 
dir  a  elwir  y  dydd  heddyw 
Gardd  Iolo. ---The  tradition  is 
freih  in  the  neighbourhood.  I 


have  read  in  the  little  book  many 
good  C.  of  D.  ap  Gwilim  fmee  I 
law  you,  tho’  there  are  fome  very 
poor  ones  amongft  them.  What 
I  had  then  read  were  looked 
over  in  hafle,  and  it  is  impofli- 
ble  to  form  a  right  judgment 
of  fuch  things,  without  a  care¬ 
ful  perufal,  efpecially  when 
theie  are  uncommon  words  or 
various  readings  to  difturb  the 
attention,  as  there  are  many  in 
this  book.  I  defire  you’ll  dafh 
out  of  my  Cywydd  y  Farn— 
Tawdd y  mellt  greigiaugelltydd , 
and  infert  thefe  two  in  their 
Head— -Rhed  filfil  rhawd  ufel- 
fellt,Rhua  drwy  r  main  rheieider 
mellt-See  Edm.  Pr.  and  Wm. 
Cynwal  Cyw.  29.  I  have  had  ac- 
cefs  to  Llanerch  library  for  three 
days  fucceffively,  where  there 
are  a  great  many  MSS.  though 
lew  to  your  take  or  mine.-— 
Englilh  hiftory,  exploded  philo- 
fophy,  monkilh  theology,  and 
fuch  tralh  in  abundance,  written 
on  line  vellum,  in  a  moft  curious 
manner.  Three  good  pedigree 
books,  fix  or  feven  volumes  oi 
Wei fla  poetry,  but  for  the  moft: 
part  very  incorre£L  Some  of 
them  are  moft  lhamefully  man* 
gled  by  the  tranferibers.  I  have 
borrowed  one  large  quarto,  tranf- 
cribed  about  the  conclufion  of 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  by  an 
ignorant  fiovenly  fellow,  who 
has  murdered  the  orthography 
in  a  moft  barbarous  manner. 
Yet  I  think  it  valuable,  becaufe 
upon  collating  tome  parts  of  it 
with  other  copies.,  I  found  it  in 
the  general  more  genuine  than 
the  common  run,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  barbarity  oi  the  ortho¬ 
graphy.  Where  tarw  garw  oc¬ 
cur. 
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cur,  this  fcribler  always  robs 

7  J 

the  line  of  a  fyllable,  which  is 
the  greateft  injury  he  commits. 

I  have  tranfcribedi)ftc^<2?z  Gzuy- 
ddelyn  o  waith  Iolo.  Marwnad 
Mad.ap  Gr.Mailor  1236  byEin. 
Wan,  Mar.  Tywyfog  Llew.  ap 
Gr. by  Gwgon,Mar.  OwGoch;  a 
gantBleddyn  Fardd;  Cyw  merch 
da  o  waith,  G  O.;  Cyw.  da  i  of- 
yn  Cledd  o  waith  G.O.;  Mar. 
Lleucu  Llwyd  o  waith  I.  LI. 
G.  M.  H.  Mar.  LI.  G.  M.  H. 
o  waith  Iolo. 

There  is  at  Llanerch  a  little 
old  rag,  confuting  ol  about  20 
pages  accurately  written,  out  ot 
which  I  have  tranfcribed  a  curi¬ 
ous  ode  if  not  two.  It  begins 
thus :  Nid  wyf  ddihynwyj  hoen 
Kreirwy  hoywdcc  am  hudawdd 
mal  Garwy .  After  eight  Eng- 
lyns,  there  is  a  blank,  without 
the  author’s  name,  and  below 
that  begins  either  another  ode 
of  the  fame  perfon’s,  or  a  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  foregoing,  begin¬ 
ning  thus:  Mireinzuawr  drejawr 
dra  vo  brad ymddwyn,  and  fub- 
fcribed  Howel  ap  Eignion  ai 
cant  i  Vevanwy  vechan  o  Gaftell 
D  inas  Bran.  After  the  laff  Ifan- 
za  is  written  Jldireinwawr  dre- 
fa%vr?  with  a  dafh,  which  makes 
me  fuppofe  they  are  two  poems, 
though  on  the  fame  fubjedt;  be- 
caufe  it  is  common  to  conclude 
an  ode  with  a  repetition  of  the 
firft  Itanza.---Quere,  Whether 
the  firff  of  thefe  is  not  the  fame 
with  your  Awdl  Myfanwy  ?  I 
cannot  recoiled!,  but  I  think  it 
is  longer  than  your’s ;  it  ends 
thus : 

I. liw  eiry  cynnar  pen  Aran — 

J. loer  bryd  Iwys  fryd  o  lys  Vran. 

I  lately  borrowed  a  quarto, 


fairly  written  by  a  man  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  great  knowledge  in  an¬ 
tiquities,  but  ignorant  of  the 
Wei  dr  profody,  for  which  rea- 
fon  it  is  not  very  corredl .  There 
are  many  of  D.  G.  in  it,  Owdl 
Fair,  by  I.  R.  I.  LI.  of  Goger- 
ddan ;  one  quarter  of  which  is 
Latin.  I  have  feen  the  fame  in 
another  book  given  to  D.  N — , 
Mawl  Edw.  3  ryw  bryd  gwedi 
Aerfa  Crelfi  o  Waith  Iolo. — 
That  battle  was  fought  in  the 
year  1346. — Edw.  Illd.  died 
1 377* — This  is  demon  ftration 
that  Iolo  ought  to  have  been 
placed  much  higher  in  chrono¬ 
logy  than  the  year  1400;  and 
by  his  own  teifimony  we  find 
he  was  a  mere  Cleinach  before 
the  commencement  of  the  15th 
century,  though  he  lived  about 
ten  years  after.  This,  though 
in  Iolo’s  ufual  ftyle,  I  think  the 
moft  ancient  Cywydd  I  ever 
faw,  excepting  one  of  D.  Ddu, 
Dig  am  gwnaeth  Duw  oi  gym - 
wyd\  and  even  this  is,  by  fome, 
fathered  upon  Iolo.  Mar.  Ty - 
w  y fog  L  lewelyn — GwaithBledd- 
yn  Fardd. — Iolo  Goch  was  of 
the  family  of  the  Pantons,  of 
Coed  Panton,  and  Plas  Panton, 
in  the  parifh  of  Llan  Nefydd, 
Denbighfhire.  The  Latin  ver- 
fion  in  Saphics  of  Taliefm’s  ode 
Ef  a  wnaeth  Panton ,  and  fome 
good  Cywydds  of  lolo’s,  that  I 
never  faw  before,  M.  D.  ap  Gr. 
ap  Llew — a  las  yn  y  Mwythig, 
a  gant  Bleddyn  Fardd;  Dadol wch 
Rhys,  ap  Gr  ap  Rhys  ap  Tew- 
dwr,  Gwelygorddiau  Powys, 
Breiniau  Powys :  thofe  three 
by  Cynddelw  Br.  Mawr. 

A  fmall  volume  was  lately 
given  me  colledled  by  Mr.  Ellis 
Wynne,  of  Lafynys,  it  contains 

a  great 
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a  great  many  fragments  of  Bri- 
tifh  prophecies ;  by  Rys  Fardd 
eight ;  by  Ithel  Bardd  y  Bendro 
one  ;  by  Merddin  (wyllt  I  pre¬ 
fume)  nineteen  ;  by  Robin  Ddu 
two;  by  leu.  Drwch  y  dar- 
an  one ;  by  Bercam  one ;  by 
Addafras;  by  Gronwy  Ddu; 
by  Jonas  Mynyw  one;  Proph- 
wydoliath  Dewi  St.  Bardd  Cwfc 
nine ;  by  Taliefm,  on  various 
fubje&s,  fifteen.  The  matter  of 
thofe  that  bear  the  name  of 
Merddin,  may  be  his,  but  I 
judge  they  are  not  his  compoft- 
tions  by  the  ftyle,  though  it  is 
not  modern.  Some  called  dal- 
iefin’s,  I  believe  were  forged  by 
the  Monks,  others  I  think  ge¬ 
nuine.  The  prophecies  are 
worth  reading,  on  account  of 
the  ftyle  and  names  of  places. 

I  have  the  conftitutions  of  the 
Cymmrodorion,  and  am  highly 
pleafcd  with  their  fcheme.  I 
will  contribute  fomething  in 
money,  tho  I  have  children,  to¬ 
wards  promoting  it,  and  with 
plcafure  do  all  in  my  power  as 
a  correfponding  member.  Gron- 
wy’s  ode  is  an  excellent  thing; 
but  what  he  calls  Cadwyn  fyr  is 
erroneous,  becaufe  it  is  in  rea¬ 
lity  Cadwyn  gyjlawn.  I  do  not 
blame  him  for  this,  becaufe  Dr. 
IDR’s  imperfect  rule  and  falfe 
examples  led  him  into  this  error. 
Some,  perhaps,  may  be  offended 
becaufe  the  ode  part  is  not  un¬ 
try  t  km,  which  it  is  fuppofed 
to  be  by  the  very  name;  but  I 
do  not  like  the  poem  the  worfe 
for  that.  I  fhewed  you  the  true 
Cadwyn  fyr  in  W.  Li’s  gram¬ 
mar,  and  likewife  in  S.  F’s. — 
I  have  fince  had  the  fame  in  a 
book  of  Gr.  Hirs,  who  was  the 


chief  profeffor  of  the  age,  and  a, 
perfect  mafter  of  the  faculty, 
though,  in  my  opinion,  he  had 
no  extraordinary  genius.  His 
tutor  was  Tudur  A  fed,  who  was 
nephew  and  pupil  to  D.  Edm, 
yr  hwn  a  ddychymygawdd  y 
me  fur  Cadwyn  fyr. 

It  were  falfe  concord  to  call 
it  Cadwyn  fyr.  D.  ap  Edmund's 
tutor  was  Mered.  ap  Rhys,  of 
Rhiwabon,  witnefs  G.  Gh — 1 
Y  mae  genyf  bedwar  pedwar  ar 
hugain  cerdd  Dant  Crwth. — Ar 
24  cerdd  dant  telyn,  a  banes 
yr  eifteddfod  gyntaf  yn  Ghaer- 
wys. — To  day  1  faw  an  account 
of  Merddin  a’  Mhorfryn’s  being 
buried  in  Ynys  Enlli.  Here 
patience  and  paper  end  together. 
Remember  me  to  my  old  neigh¬ 
bours. 

Yqur’s,  affeftionately, 

Wm.  Wynn,. 

Li.  Gynhafal,  Bee .  13,  1755, 


Mr,  Thomas  Carte ,  to  the  Rei\, 
E.  Evans.. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  cannot  fufficiently  acknow¬ 
ledge  Sir  Thomas  Moftyn’s 
kindnefs,  in  the  trouble  he  has 
taken,  of  fending  up  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  his  hiftorieal  MSS.  and 
in  his  obliging  offer  of  commu¬ 
nicating  them  to  me.  1  hofe 
which  I  am  defirous  to  fee  more 
than  the  reft,  are  thefe,  viz. — 

“The  Annals  of  the  Abbey 
of  Chefter,  to  A,  D.  1297. 

“  Beda  de  Geftis  Anglorum, 
if  it  be  a  different  work  from 

Iris 
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Vs  Chronicon  and  Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory. — It  is  the  fame. 

“  Hiftory  of  England,  from 
William  the  conqueror  to  the 
6di  of  Edward  the  6th. 

“  Annales  Cambria?  ignoti  au- 
toris,  et  Chronica  Cambriae; 
both  which  feem  to  be  in  the 
fame  volume,  which  begins  with 
a  Welfh  hiftory  of  the  Kings  of 
the  Britons  and  Saxons,  and 
Princes  of  Wales,  to  the  time  oi 
Edward  4th. 

“  A  chronology  from  Vor- 
tigern  downwards,  iuppofed  to 
be  collected  by  Robert  Vaughan, 
of  Hengwrt,  Efquire,  which 
feems  to  be  in  the  volume  be¬ 
ginning  with  Sir  John  Wynne’s 
pedigree  of  the  family  of  Gwe- 
dir. 

“  Treatifes  concerning  the 
courts  of  wards  and  chancery.” 

J 

As  Sir  Thomas  propofes  to 
come  to  town  foon,  I  hope  he 
■will  be  fo  good  as  to  bring  thofe 
MSS.  with  him  (as  Sir  W.  W. 
Wynne  will  feveral  others,  that 
he  has  found  at  Llanvorda)  be- 
caufe  they  will  be  very  ufeful 
to  me,  as  I  conceive,  for  my 
firft  volume. 

There  are  fome  others  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  look  over,  but  fhall 
have  more  time  for  it.  W ere 
I  on  the  fpot,  I  fhould  be  very 
curious  to  confult  the  MS.  of 
EroifTart,  though  that  author’s 
hiftory,  fo  favourable  to  the  Eng- 
lifh,  is  printed.  My  edition  of 
it  is  that  of  Paris,  1520,  which 
I  take  to  be  the  laft  of  any :  but 
there  is  a  MS.  finely  wrote  and 
illuminated  of  this  author,  in  the 
monaftery  called  Elizabeth,  at 
Breflaw,  in  Silefia,  which  con¬ 
tains  a  third  part  more  than 


any  printed  edition.  Count 
Bicklar,  a  Silefian  nobleman, 
who  was  at  Paris,  A.  D.  1727, 
promifed  me  to  get  a  printed 
edition  of  Froiffart  collated  with 
that  MS.  but  he  could  find  no 
monk  in  the  monaftery,  or  any 
about  the  place,  capable  of  do¬ 
ing  it.  I  defired  him  to  buy  a 
MS.  that  feemeth  ufelefs  to  the 
convent,  at  the  price  of  200  du¬ 
cats,  but  my  offer  made  them 
fancy  it  the  more  valuable,  and 
they  would  not  fell  it.  I  have 
feen  a  MS.  in  the  king’s  library 
at  Paris,  and  that  of  the  capu¬ 
chins  at  Rouen,  but  they  con- 
tained  no  more  than  my  edition: 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  if  Sir 
Thomas’s  does.  I  gave  the  Be¬ 
nedictine,  who  has  the  care  of 
the  new  colledfions  of  French 
hiftorians,  notice  of  a  MS.  at 
Breflaw,  that  he  might  make  ufe 
of  it  in  his  new  edition  of  Froif¬ 
fart;  but  I  have  not  heard, 
whether  he  has  got  that  MS. 
collated,  and  the  fupplement 
copied. 

Adredus  Rievallenfis,  Robert 
of  Gloucefter,  Caradoc  of  Llan- 
carvan,  and  Geoffry  of  Mon¬ 
mouth,  are  printed;  and  I  have 
examined  feveral  MSS.  of  the 
cafe  in  the  Cotton,  Oxford,  and 
Cambridge  libraries;  fo  are  the 
MSS.  of  Giraldus  Cambrenfis ; 
but  if  Sir  Thomas’s  MSS.  con¬ 
tain  more  than  the  printed  edi¬ 
tions,  I  fhall  be  extremely  glad 
to  fee  them,  as  alfo  Tru fiefs 
original  of  cities,  and  antiquities 
of  Weftminfter,  as  alfo  the  di« 
greffion  left  out  of  Milton’s  hif¬ 
tory.  The  tradts  of  ftate  in  the 
times  of  Elizabeth,  James  I,  and 
Charles  L  I  fhall  be  very  glad 

to 
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to  fee :  but  they,  as  well  as  fome 
others  I  can  the  better  Ray  for, 
becaufe  they  relate  to  more  mo¬ 
dern  times. 

Pray  make  my  humble  fervice 
and  acknowledgments  acceptable 
to  Sir  Thomas  ;  which  will 
oblige  me  to  be  more,  if  poffible, 
than  I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate, 

And  obedient  fervatit, 
Thos.  Carte. 

Gray  s-  Inn, 

Nov.  14,  1744. 


Mr.  Lewis  Morris  to  the  Rev . 

Evan  Evans. 

* 

Dear  Bard, 

I  received  your’s  laft  poft, 
without  date,  with  a  Cowydd 
Merchy  for  which  I  am  very 
much  obliged  to  you.  I  cannot 
fee  why  you  fhould  be  afraid  of 
that  fubjeCt  being  the  favourite 
of  your  Awen,  It  is  the  molt 
copious  fubjeCt  under  heaven, 
and  takes  in  all  others ;  and,  for 
a  fruitful  fancy,  is  certainly  the 
belt  field  to  play  in,  during  the 
poet's  tender  years.  Defcrip- 
tions  of  wars,  ftrife,  and  the 
bluftering  part  of  man’s  life,  re¬ 
quire  the  greateft  ripenefs  of  un¬ 
demanding,  and  knowledge  of 
the  world  ;  and  is  not  to  be  un¬ 
dertaken  but  by  ftrong  and  folid 
heads,  after  all  the  experience 
they  can  come  at. 

Is  it  not  odd,  that  you  will 
find  no  mention  made  of  h enus 
and  Cupid  amongft  our  Britains, 
though  they  were  very  well  ac¬ 


quainted  with  the  Roman  aA$ 
Greek  writers  ?  That  god  and 
his  mother  are  implements  that 
modern  poets  can  hardly  write  a 
love-poem  without  them  :  but 
the  Britains  fcorned  fuch  poor 
machines.  They  have  their  EJfyllt^ 
Nyf>  Enid,  Bronwen ,  and  Dwyn- 
wen ,  of  their  own  nation,  which 
excelled  all  the  Roman  and  Greek 
goddefles. — 1  am  now,  at  my  lei- 
fure  hours,  collecting  the  names 
of  thefe  famous  men  and  women, 
mentioned  by  our  poets,  (as  Mr. 
Edward  Liwyd  once  intended) 
with  a  fhort  hiftory  of  them ;  as 
we  have  in  our  common  Latin 
dictionaries,  of  thofe  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  and  Grecians.  And  I 
find  great  pleafure  in  comparing 
the  Triades,  Beddau ,  Milwyr 
Tnys  Prydain ,  and  other  old  re¬ 
cords,  with  the  poets  of  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centu¬ 
ries  ;  which  is  the  time  when  our 
Britains  wrote  moft  and  beft. 

Let  me  have  a  fhort  Cowydd 
from  you  now  and  then*  and  I 
will  fend  you  my  obfervations 
upon  them,  which  may  be  of  no 
differvice  to  you.  That  fent  in 
your  laft  letter,  I  here  return  to 
you  ;  with  a  few  corrections. 
It  doth  not  want  many:  ufe 
them,  or  throw  them  in  the  fire, 
which  you  pleafe.  Do  not  fwal- 
low  them  without  examination. 
The  authority  of  good  poets 
muff  determine  all. 

Y  forwyn  gynt,  fawr  iawn  gals, 

Deg  aruthr  erioed  a  gerais. 

The  word  Aruthr ,  though 
much  ufed,  in  the  fenfe  you  take 
it,  feems  not  proper  here ;  yet 
Dr.  Davies  tranflates  it  Mirus . 
I  cannot  think  but  the  original 

import 
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Import  of  the  word  is  Terrible  ; 
and  they  cannot  fay  in  Englifh, 
of  a  woman,  fhe  is  terribly  fair. 
Rut  hr ,  from  whence  Arutbr  is 
compounded,  I  dare  fay  had  that 
fenfe,  at  lead: : — 

“  Y  cythraul  accw  ruthrwas.” 

W.  Lleyn. 

Deg  wawr  erioed  a  gerais, 

may  do  as  well,  and  founds  bet¬ 
ter. 

A  rriift.  ofal  I’m  caloti, 

A  brath  o  hiracth  i’m  bronj 
Ni  wyr  un  ar  a  anwyd 
A  roift  o  gur,  os  teg  wyd  ; 

Enwa  anhunedd  yn  henaint 
A  yr  wyn  fyth  yr  un  faint. 

The  firfl  line  of  the  lafl  couplet 
is  too  long  ;  and  I  fhould  write 
both  thus  : 

Enwa’n  hunedd  yn  henaint 
E  yr  wyn  fyth  yr  un  faint. 

Again : 

Cyrcbaf,  ac  ni  fynnaf  au, 

I  dir  angov  drwy  angau. 

The  lafl  couplet  is  a  beautiful 
expreflion  ;  but  it  hath  too  much 
fweet  in  it;  what  our  poets  call 
Ei[iau  Cyfnewid  Bogail.  Ang, 
ang ,  is  a  fault,  which  our  mufi- 
cians  term  too  many  concords; 
and  therefore  they  mix  difcords 
in  mufic,  to  make  it  more  agree¬ 
able  to  the  ear.  So  the  rhetori¬ 
cians  call  the  fame  fault  in  their 
fcience,  Caniad  y  gbg.  There¬ 
fore,  fuppofe  you  wTould  turn  it 
thus : 

O  dir  ing  af  drwy  angau. 

Aeaia : 

Lie  bo  dyfnaf  yr  afon, 

Ar  fy  hynt  yr  af  i  bon, 

Oni  roi,  Gwen  eurog  wedd, 

Drwy  gariad  ryw  drugaredd. 


Eurog  zvedd  is  no  great  com¬ 
pliment  to  a  fair  woman  ;  for 
Gwen ,  a  Flavia,  loves  to  be 
called  white  ;  and  the  lafl  line 
hath  gar — gar,  therefore  I  would 
write  thus,  or  the  like: 

Oni  roi,  Gwen  ir  ei  gwedd, 

Yn  gywraiu,  ryw  drugaredd. 

But  1  do  not  like  ir  ei  gwedd * 

Af  i  gralg  fwyaf  o  gred 
Y  mor,  i  gael  ymwared, 

Ag  o’r  graig  fawr  ib  eigion 
Dygaf  gyrch  i  dyrch  y  don — > 

An  excellent  expreflion — 

Ag  o’r  don  egr  hyd  annwfn 
Af  ar  y  dafl  i  for  dwfn. 

Here  is  a  charming  opening  for 
you,  to  defcnbe  the  country  you 
go  to,  and  the  wonders  of  the 
deep ;  and  fomething  like  the 
following  lines  might  be  infert- 
ed  : 

Lie  ma'er  morfi!  friwfil  fron, 

A’r  enwog  forforivyniori . 

To  proceed  : 

A  fynno  Gwen  yfplennydd 
Yn  ddiau  o’m  rhwymau  ’n  rhydd, 

Ni  chaf  gur,  ni  chaf  garu 
Na  phoen  gwn,  na  hoffi  ’n  gu; 

Ni  roddaf  gam  i  aramwy, 

I  gred  i’th  ymweled  mwy  : 

Dyna’r  modd  dan  wir  i  mi, 

A  dyr  unwaith  drueni. 

The  expreflion  Dan  wir ,  is 
too  iocal,  and  is  not  underftood 
all  over  Wales.  Local  expref- 
fions  mufl  be  avoided  as  much  as 
poihble.  Suppofe  you  faid  then, 

Oni  chaf  heb  warafun 
Dy  fodd  fyth  difeiwedd  fun. 

After  all  thefe  corredlions, 
which  are  not  very  material,  you 
have  this  comfort,  (and  I  men  - 
tion  it  that  you  may  not  be  dis¬ 
couraged)  that  I  do  not  know  a 

man 
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man  in  our  country,  who  can 
write  a  poem,  which  {hall  want 
as  few  corrections.  So  make 
poetry  and  antiquity  (when  you 
can  come  at  materials'  branches 
of  vour  iliidy  ;  and,  depend  upon 
it,  vou  will  make  a  figure  in  the 
world.  There  are  flights  and 
turns  in  this  poem,  which  even 
David  ab  Gwilym  would  not 

J 

have  been  afhamed  of. 

I  would  have  you  write  to  my 
brother,  and  let  him  know  the 
reafon  of  your  not  going  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  that  yau.  are  alive.  If 
you  fend  him  this  poem,  he  will 
be  pleafed  with  it. 

Is  there  any  hopes  of  your  fee¬ 
ing  the  Llyfyr  Coch  o  Hergeft  ? 
Who  is  keeper,  or  under-keeper, 
of  Jefus-College  Library  ?  And 
who  is  principal ;  and  who  are 
the  fellows  ?  Perhaps  I  may 
know  fome  of  them  ;  or  can 
make  intereft  one  way  or  other 
for  you  to  get  the  uie  of  thofe 

MSS. 

But  it  ought  to  be  confidered, 
that  you  are  to  mind  the  main 
chance  of  reading  the  daffcs,  in 
order  to  come  to  a  tolerable  be¬ 
ing,  before  you  launch  too  far 
into  any  other  Rudies  5  and  you 
muff  only  take  a  fnatch  by  the 
bye,  which  will  ferve  to  whet 
your  genius  ;  cblegid  mae  newid 
gwaith  cyjial  a  gorphwyfo. 

When  you  can  come  at  Llyfyr 
Coch  o  Hergeft,  or  any  other 
ancient  MSS.  I  will  fend  you  di¬ 
rections  to  read  it,  and  under- 
ftand  it ;  the  chief  difficulty  be¬ 
ing  in  the  orthography  :  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  all  Britain  (even  Scot¬ 
land)  was  the  fame  as  it  is  now 
in  Wales,  1200  years  ago, 

5 


I  wrote  to  you  lately,  which  I 
fuppofe  you  had  not  received 
when  you  fent  your  datelefs  let¬ 
ter.  I  delire  your  anfwer  wheil 
convenient. 

Your’s  fincerely, 

Lewis  Morris* 

Galltvadog. , 

July  1 4>i75i* 


The  fame  to  the  fame . 
Dear  Evan, 

Your  letter  of  the  fecond  iri- 
ftant,  I  received  this  day  5  and  I 
was  very  glad  to  hear  that  you 
had  procured  leave  to  go  to  the 
private  library  in  Jefus  College. 
It  is  charming  to  get  into  con- 
verfation  with  Llywarch  Hen , 
Aneunn ,  Merddin^  Sic.  They 
are  moll  pleafing  old  compa¬ 
nions, 

I  underftand  that  my  copy  of 
Brut  y  Brenhinoedd  is  not  the 
fame  with  that  in  Llyfyr  Coch  0 
Hergeft .  Mine  was  copied  out 
of  five  MSS.  three  of  them  up¬ 
on  vellum,  very  ancient;  but  the 
tranferiber,  not  uriderftanding 
the  occafion  of  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  copies,  fluffed  all  into 
this,  that  he  could  find  in  all  the 
MSS.  Had  he  known  that  fome 
of  thofe  MSS.  were  from  Wal¬ 
ter  the  Archdeacon’s  original 
tranflation  of  the  hiftory,  out  of 
the  Armorsc  ;  and  fome  again 
from  his  fecond  tranflation,  from 
Galfrid’s  Latin,  he  would  have 
kept  the  copies  feparate.  The 
tranferiber  of  my  copy  mentions 
fometimes— “  thus  in fuch  a  MS. 

and 
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and  thus  in  fiich  a  MS.  but  it  is 
impoflible  to  find  which  is 
which. 

Brut  y  Tywyfogion  is  only  the 
hiftory  of  Caradoc  of  Llangar- 
van,  which  was  Englifhed  by 
Humphrey  Lloyd,  and  published 
by  Dr.  Powell  ;  and  afterwards 
a  very  bad  edition  by  Mr.  W. 
W ynne.  I  would  not  have 
you  take  the  trouble  upon  you 
to  tranfcribe  that  ;  for  there  are 
many  copies  of  it.  What  is 
moft  worth  your  care  is,  the 
works  of  the  poets  ;  efpecially 
that  part  of  them  that  is  hiftori- 
cal;  asfome  of  Taliefm,  Merdd- 
in,  Lly  warch  Hen’s  are.  Merdd- 
in  mentions  the  war  in  Scot¬ 
land,  between  Rhydderch  Hael, 
Aeddan  ab  Gafran,  Gwenddolau 
ab  Ceidio,  &c.  and  Taliefm 
mentions  feveral  battles,  that 
none  of  our  hiflorians  ever  fo 
much  as  heard  of.  Thcfe  are 

matters  of  great  curiofity. — • 

^ _ <  . 

Lly  warch  Hen,  in  one  of  his 
Elegies,  mentions  Eglwyfau  Buf¬ 
fi ,  that  were  deftroyed  by  the 
Saxons.  Nennius  fays,  that  one 
of  the  twelve  battles  fought  by 
Arthur  againft  the  Saxons,  was 
upon  the  river  BaJJas .  Who  is 
that  great  Apollo  among  our  hif- 
torians,  who  knows  any  thing  of 
thefe  affairs  ? — Is  there  ever  a 
MS.  of  Nennius,  which  you  can 
come  at  ?  I  wifh  that  book  was 
tranflated  into  Englifh  :  it  is  but 
fmall.  However,  fmce  you  are 
now  about  the  Llyfyr  Coch,  I 
would  have  you  fir  ft  to  write  an 
index  of  the  contents  of  it,  and 
fend  it  me,  fheet  by  fheet.  and 
I  will  give  you  my  opinion  what 
is  bed  to  tranfcribe,  and  is  moft 
uncommon  or  curious.  I  do 
3io t  remember  whether  the  book 


is  paged  ;  let  it  be  as  it  will,  you 
cannot  be  long  in  making  fuch 
an  index,  with  the  firft  line  of 
each  piece.  There  are  fome 
other  curious  MSS.  there;  fome 
Bucheddau  (  Lives)  as  far  as  I  re- 
colleCL  But  the  filly  copy  of 
Brut  y  Brenhinoedd ,  in  a  mod:rn 
hand  there,  is  not  worth  talking 
of.— How  do  you  know  it  is  the 
fame  with  the  Bodleian  ?  I  pre¬ 
fume,  that  the  Brut  y  Brenhin- 
cedd 5  in  Llyfyr  Coch ,  is  not  the 
original  tranllation  from  the  Bri- 
tonic  copy  ;  for  I  think  it  men¬ 
tions  Galfrid’s  tranflation,  in  the 
conclufion  of  it. — But  it  is  many 
years  fince  1  faw  it.  I  £hali  afk 
fome  queffions  about  certain  paf- 
fages  in  it,  when  I  have  leifure 
to  look  into  my  own  copy.  I 
have  written  abundance  of  notes, 
in  defence  of  mine,  fince  you 
faw  it ;  and  the  more  I  examine 
into  it,  the  better  I  like  it.  I  had 
at  firft  but  a  poor  opinion  of  it; 
being  prepoffeiTed  with  the  cha¬ 
racter  given  it  by  Englifti  wri¬ 
ters  ;  but  when  I  find  the  poets, 
and  our  genealogies,  and  ancient 
infcriptions,  and  coins  agree 
with  it;  and  fome  foreign  wri¬ 
ters,  I  do  not  wonder  that  the 
inveteracy  of  the  old  Saxons 
fhould  ftill  remain  againft  it,  as 
long  as.  Bede  is  in  being.  I  fhall 
only  afk  you  now, — whether  the 
fon  of  Afcanius  is  called  Stilus  or 
Silvius ,  in  Livfyr  Coch  r  It  is  in 
the  beginning  of  my  copy,  which 
begins — -Eneas  gwedi  ymladd 
Troya,  &c.  Mine  is  not  divided 
into  chapters  or  books.  I  have 
time  to  write  no  more,  but  thrt 
I  am, 

Y  our’s  fincerely, 
Lewis  Morris* 
Galltvadog^  Oft.  13,  17^1, 

The 
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The  fame  to  the  fame *, 

Sir, 

I  happened  to  come  upon  bu- 
fmefs  to  this  place  3  and,  be¬ 
ing  fo  near  you,  and  having 
an  hour’s  leifure,  X  could  not 
help  fending  this  to  remind  you, 
that  there  is  fuch  a  one  alive, 
who  wifhes  you  well,  and  who  is 
really  glad  you  have  got  into 
fuch  a  worthy  family*  I  hope 
that  you  will  make  the  beft  ufe 
of  your  time 3  you  will  not  be 
able  to  fee  how  precious  it  is, 
till  moft  part  of  it  is  gone.  This 
world  (or  this  age)  is  fo  full  of 
people  that  take  no  time  to  think 
at  all,  that  a  young  fellow  is  in 
the  greateft  danger  as  can  be  to 
launch  out  among  them*  The 
terreftrial  part  of  men  being  pre¬ 
dominant,  is  as  apt  as  a  monkey 
to  imitate  every  thing  that  is  bad. 
So  that  the  little  good  which  is 
to  be  done,  muff  be  done  in  fpite 
of  nature. 

X  expended  a  line  from  you, 
Upon  your  being  fettled,  and  that 
you  had  time  to  look  about  you  3 
and,  when  you  have  leifure,  I 
fha.ll  be  glad  to  hear  of  your 
doing  well.  I  make  no  doubt  but 
you  follow  your  Britifh  ftudies, 
as  well  as  other  languages  3  for 
X  fuppofe  it  will  hardly  leave  you, 
whether  you  will  or  no.  1  here- 
fore,  to  whet  your  parts,  and  in 
order  to  improve  yourlelf  that 
way,  I  propofe  to  you  a  corref- 
pondent,  a  friend  of  mine,  an 
Anglefey  man  3  who  will  be  glad 
of  your  acquaintance,  and,  I  dare 
fay,  you  of  his  ;  elpecially  when 
you  have  feen  iome  of  his  per¬ 


formances.  XX is  name  is  Gronw 
Owen  ;  and  you  may  direbt  to 
him  at  Donnington,  near  Salop* 
He  keeps  a  fchool  there,  and  is 
curate  of  a  place  hard  by.  He 
is  but  lately  commenced  a  Welfh 
poet ;  and  the  firft  ode  he  ever 
wrote  was  in  imitation  of  your 
ode  on  melancholy.  His  Cowydd 
y  Farn  is  the  beft  thing  I  ever 
read  in  W elfh ,  You  wid  be 
more  furprifed  with  his  language 
and  poetry  than  with  any  thing 
you  ever  faw.  His  ode  is  (tiled 
The  Wifi ,  or  Gofuned  Gronw 
Ddu  o  Fon;  and  is  certainly 
equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  any 
thing  I  ever  read  of  the  ancients* 

X  have  fhared  the  dominion  of 
poetry  in  Wales  among  you.  He 
fhall  have  the  north,  and  you  the 
fouth.  But  he  has  more  fubjedts, 
a  hundred  to  one,  than  you  have, 
unlels  Glamorgan  affords  fome. 

Mr.  Gronw  Owen  has  been 
for  fome  years  laying  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  a  Welfh  rational  Lrram- 
mar,  not  upon  the  X^atin  and 
Greek  plan,  but  upon  the  plan 
that  the  language  will  bear.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  to  expedt 
an  old  archbifhop  to  dance  a  jigg 
and  rigadoon  with  boys  and  girls; 
it  is  certain  that  the  Greek  and 
Latin  are  fuch,  when  compared 
with  the  Celtic.  He  has  defired 
of  me  to  bring  you  acquainted 
together  3  and  here  I  do  it,  un- 
lefs  it  is  your  own  faults.  He 
does  not  know  how  to  write  to 
you,  nor  I  neither  3  but  direct 
this  at  a  venture. — I  am 

Your  allured  friend 
And  fervant, 
Lewis  Morris* 
Llandeilo  Vawr , 

April  23,  1752. 
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The  fame  to  the  fame . 

Dear  Sir, 

My  brother  gave  me  yours  of 
the  third,  with  an  excellent  ode 
to  the  King  of  Pruffia.  The 
faults  in  it  I  take  to  be  owing  to 
your  carelefs  writing  of  it  ;  for 
they  are  fuch  as  cannot  be  from 
want  of  knowledge,  as  the  ode 
itfelf  (hews.  However,  as  you 
delire  my  corrections  (which 
feems  to  be  a  fort  of  menial  of¬ 
fice,  like  a  plaifterer,  who  daubs 
mortar  on  a  grand  piece  of  build¬ 
ing,  defigned  by  a  great  archi¬ 
tect)  I  give  you  my  labour  for 
nothing,  and  choofe  whether  you 
follow  my  opinion  or  no  ;  for  I 
am  no  oracle. 

In  my  laft  alterations,  in 
Cowydd  Teifi,  your  line— 

Dy  lif  y  loywaf  afon — 

* 

is  certainly  belt.  I  only  wrote 
fomething  that  came  uppermoft, 
to  egg  you  on  to  do  better.  Your 
notion  ot  Afaelienydd  is  wrong. 
You  have  been  impofed  upon  by 
Camden,  Selden,  or,  perhaps,  by 
Girald.  Cambrenfis ;  or  by  fome 
of  thofe  ftrangers  that  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  the  matter.  Maellenydd 
was  the  country  to  the  fouth  and 
eaft  of  thofe  mountains.  But 
this  is  befides  my  purpofe.  Well, 
as  you  think  the  unity  of  defign, 
fcene,  and  action  of  your  poem 
was  about  Llyn  Telf ,  I  fhall  not 
urge  the  defcription  of  Teifi  as 
low  as  the  fea  (for  there  it  goes.) 
And  I  could  have  wifned  you  had 
done  it ;  for  nobody  elfe  in  Car- 
diganfhire  is  able  to  do  poor 
Teifi  that  kindnefs.  As  for  your 
fheltering  under  Horace’s  adage, 


I  mind  it  as  nothing.  He  was 
a  ffranger  to  our  methods,  handed 
down  to  us  by  his  mafters,  the 
druidical  bards ;  who  knew  how 
to  fing  before  Rome  had  a  name. 
So  never,  hereafier,  mention  fuch 
moderns  as  Plorace  and  Virgil, 
when  you  talk  of  Britifh  poetry. 
Llywarch  Hen,  Aneurin,  and 
followers  of  the  Druids,  are  our 
men ;  and  nature  our  rule. 

With  refpeCt  to  your  borrow¬ 
ing  Gronw’s  manufcript,  you 
may  make  yourfelf  eafy  about  it. 
I  dare  fay  he  would  fooner  part 
with  his  wife,  and,  for  aught  I 
know,  children  too  ;  but  his  wife 
I  am  fure.  Your  fentiments  of 
Gronw’s  capacity,  as  a  poet,  are, 
I  believe,  juft;  for  he  has  had 
greater  opportunities  than  any 
poet  fince  the  Norman Conqueft. 
But,  if  you  take  my  word,  you 
will  not  be  behind  him,  if  you 
flick  to  it.  And,  that  you  may 
not  complain  for  want  of  the  ne- 
cefiary  requifites,  as  foon  as  ever 
I  have  any  lei  fure,  I  will  fend 
you  an  ode  or  two  of  the  ancients, 
which  are  not  in  Gronw’s  book, 
to  whet  your  Awen  with.  I  have 
a  fine  collection  of  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  centuries,  which  I 
value  more  than  their  weight  ia 
fine  gold. 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 
Lewis  Morris, 
London-)  Nov,  13,  1756. 


The  fame  to  Mr.  Ed.  Hi * 
chard . 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  your’s  by  the  fervant, 
for  which  I  am  much  obliged  to 
L  you, 
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you,  and  I  don’t  doubt  of  your 
being  concerned  for  our  misfor¬ 
tunes  here,  which  I  reckon  as 
none,  for  they  are  the  natural 
confequences  of  living  in  this 
world,  and  the  leffons  of  the 
fchool  of  adverfity.  I  cannot 
fay  we  are  out  of  danger  yet ; 
for  open  wounds  and  fraftures 
are  never  out  of  danger  ;  but  we 
are  in,  what  the  bulk  oi  the 
people  call,  a  lair  way  ol  reco¬ 
very.  A  fever,  which  belongs 
to  fra&ures,  may  feize  the  boy, 
which  he  has  efcaped  hitherto, 
and  the  ulcer  on  my  leg  may  turn 
phagedenic,  or  worfe,  through 
an  i'll  habit  of  body,  or  an  irre¬ 
gular  way  ol  living,  and  may  go 
beyond  the  (kill  even  oi  a  Car- 
diganfhire  furgeon.  The  con¬ 
sequence  is,  removing  to  a  world 
where  there  is  no  occafion  lor 
burgeons.  My  pain  is  now  very 
great,  while  I  write  this  ;  and 
I  would  advife  fatyrical  writers 
to  have  always  a  {harp  wound 
on  the  leg,  which  would  cer¬ 
tainly  make  them  fhine.  *** 
By  this  time  you  flare  about 
you  for  the  explication  oi  the 
names  of  rivers  and  mountains, 
which  I  partly  promifed  you. 
But  to  premile,  take  notice,  that 
fome  of  the  moft  ancient  and 
common  names  oi  mountains 
and  rivers,  even  in  Wales,  let 
alone  England,  are  inexplica¬ 
ble  in  any  of  the  northern  lan¬ 
guages,  Celtic  or  Teutonic;  and 


Mr.  Ed.  Llwyd’s  making  them 
Gwyddelian  Britifh,  or  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  fir  ft  planters,  will 
not  do,  for  they  are  not  found 
in  the  prefent  Gwyddelian,  or 
Irifh,  if  ever  they  were  there. 
Therefore  I  conclude  fuch 
names  to  be  the  language  ol  the 
firft  planters  indeed  ;  but  what 
kind  of  language  that  was,  I 
dare  not  determine,  or  we  may 
guefs  it  to  be  the  language  oi 
Gomer,  as  he  picked  it  up,  at 
that  great  jumble  at  Babel,  with¬ 
out  rules,  order  or  reafon.  I  his 
jargon  was  probably  taken  by 
his  defcendants,  the  Celtic  na¬ 
tion  ;  and  might  be  pretty  well 
moulded  and  trimmed  before  they 
came  to  Britain,  when  they  gave 
their  firft  names  to  moft  moun¬ 
tains  and  rivers  here,  from  their 
nature  and  flotations  ;  but  as  yet 
this  language  had  not  undergone 
the  difcipline  and  chains  of  gram¬ 
mar,  therefore  was  not  exaftly 
what  we  now  have.  What  a 
wild  piece  of  work  then  is  it,  to 
attempt  to  etymologize,  or  ra¬ 
ther  to  anatomize  thofe  ancient 
names,  and  to  bring  them  to  the 
modern  Celtic,  or  any  of  its 
branches,  viz  :  the  Welfh,  Irifh, 
Erfe,  Armoric,  or  Cornifh*. 
Many  an  alteration  by  conqueft, 
by  mixed  colonies,  and  by  feve- 
ral  accidents,  hath  the  Celtic 
tongue  buffered,  from  that  day 
to  this  ;  and  I  know  no  man  li¬ 
ving,  that  can  tell  me  the  meaning 


*  It  ;s  an  unfortunate  circumftance,  that  the  notions  of  writers,  not  perfe&ly  rnaf- 
ter9  (,f  the  fubiedt,  fliould  be  given  to  the  world,  efpecially  when  implicit  credit  is 
allowed  to  them,  from  the  fuppofition  that  they  muft  poffefs  the  means  of  doing 
:uftice  to  what  th  y  advance.  Mr.  Edward  Lhvyd  was  a  great  mftance  of  the  wrong 
impreffion  thus  made  on  the  public  opinion ;  as  he  is ^onfidered  an  author  of  feme 
eminence,  with  regard  to  Britifh  philology,  and  yet  his  knowledge  of  the  V>  clfh 
language  was  very  {lender  indeed.— E.  r 
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fcf  a  mountain  in  Wales  called 
Yr  Eifli;  another  called  Pitmlu- 
mon ,  and  many  fuch.  How  then 
is  it  poflible  to  explain  the 
names  of  mountains  and  rivers 
in  England,  France,  Italy,  &c. 
though  purely  Celtic,  when  dif- 
figured  by  time,  by  bungling 
tranferibers,  by  foreign  conque¬ 
rors  of  the  Teutonic  race,  and 
by  the  great  tyrant,  cuffom  ?  the 
utmoff  we  can  do  then,  is  to  com¬ 
pare  fuch  with  the  ancient  names 
of  places  in  Wales,  which  have 
remained  fo,  time  immemorial, 
and  feveral  of  which  we  can 
trace  in  the  works  of  our  poets, 
fo  far  backward,  as  near  a  quarter 
the  number  of  years  towards  the 
creation  of  the  world.  Thefe  are 
great  things,  and  which  no  nation 
befides  can  pretend  to  do,  with 
that  certainty  as  we  can,  from 
the  very  nature  and  ffrudfure  of 
our  language  and  poetry.  Some 
of  the  names  of  the  mountains 
and  rivers,  in  countries  which 
were  once  inhabited  by  the  Cel¬ 
ts,  may  have  been,  in  fome 
meafure,  changed  by  the  con¬ 
querors;  fometimes  new  names 
impofed,  and  fometimes  tranfla- 
ted  into  their  language  ;  others 
may  remain  corrupted,  and 
fome  few  uncorrupted ;  but 
who  can  diftinguifh  them.  If 
the  river  Sheaf  is  a  ffraight  and 
fwift  river,  I  fhould  be  apt  to 
think  its  original  name  was 
Saeth ,  an  arrow,  as  Saethon ,  in 
Wales.  An  haffy  antiquary 
would  immediately  pronounce 
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the  river  Dove ,  to  be  called  fo 
from  the  Britifh  Dof  tame;  but 
if  the  Dove  is  not  a  tame  river, 
the  derivation  is  ridiculous,  and 
you  muff  look  for  the  origin  of 
it  in  the  rivers  Dyf  and  Toiui , 
in  Wales. 

All  thefe  things  confidered, 
you  may  take  my  etymology  of 
the  names  you  fent  in  what  light 
you  will ;  they  are  moftly  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  mereguefs-work,becaufe 
I  am  a  ftranger  to  the  fituation 
of  the  places,  &c.  but  none  of 
them  are  mere  whims  and  tri¬ 
fles,  fuch  as  Mr.  Baxter  and 
others  have  run  into.  Etymo¬ 
logy  requires  a  great  deal  of  mo- 
deffy,  and  not  to  run  headlong, 
as  Camden  and  others  have  done, 
when  they  had  but  very  little 
knowledge  in'  the  language 
they  treated  of.  A  native  of 
W ales  muff  look  upon  the  great 
Camden  with  an  eye  of  indigna¬ 
tion,  when  he  finds  him  afferting 
that  the  Gaulifh  Bagaudce ,  cer¬ 
tain  bands  of  men,  who  ffrove 
in  Gaul  againft  the  Roman  pow¬ 
er,  in  Dioclefian’s  time,  were  fo 
called  from  Beichiad ,  which  he 
fays  fignifies  in  theWelfh,  fwine- 
herds,  but  every  Welfhman 
knows  that  Beichiad  never  fig- 
nified  fwine-herds  in  our  lan¬ 
guage  :  the  word  is  Meicliiad , 
from  Mock ,  fo  Llywarch  Hen, 
about  1 200 years  ago  faid — “  Bid 
lawen  meicliiad  wrt.li  uchenaid 
gwynt,”  becaufe  of  the  fall  of 
scorns  in  that  cafe.  What  then 
muff  become  of  Mr.  Camden’s 


+  A  very  familiar  word  in  fome  parts,  at  leaf!:,  of  Wales,  i.  e.  the  forks,  which  is 
more  peculiarly  character iflic  of  that  mountain  than  any  other  in  all  Wales.  Pum - 
lumon ,  is  fometimes  found  written  Plymbumo  i  ;  which  of  them  is  right  I  know  not, 
having  never  feen  the  mountain;  both  the  words  are  compounds,  and  the  parts  of 
«ach,  when  feparated,  are  not  uncommon  words. — E. 
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Twine-herds  ?  might  not  plow¬ 
men  and  tradefmen  form  an  ar¬ 
my,  as  well  as  fwine-herds  ?  but 
Mr.  Camden  fhould  have  told 
us,  that  Bagaudcc  and  Bagodcz 
had  been  alfo  written  by  fome 
authors  Bagadce ,  and  we  know 
that  Bagad ,  in  the  Welfh 
tongue,  is  a  multitude  ;  and  in 
the  Armoric  Britifh  to  this  very 
day  Bagad  fignifies  a  troop  or 
battalion  ;  and  to  put  the  matter 
out  of  difpute,  in  the  Irifh,  or 
Old  Gwyddelian-Britifh,  Back 
is  a  battle,  and  Bagach,  warlike. 
I  fhall  only  mention  one  thing 
out  of  Baxter’s  Gloffary,  who 
not  content  with  murdering  and 
difmembering  old  Britflr  words, 
murders  and  annihilates  our 
very  faints,  men  noted  in  the 
primitive  church  of  Britain  for 
planting  our  religion.  In  the  word 
Corguba ,  becaufe  it  founds  like 
Caer  Gybi ,  he  makes  Caer  Gybi 
to  be  read  Caer  Corb, which  he  fays 
is.an  old  Irifh  word  for  a  cohort, 
and  denies  the  very  being  of  a 
faint  of  the  name  of  Cybi ;  but 
neither  his  Corb  nor  his  Cyba  are 
to  be  heard  of  any  where  elfe. 
KebhiSy  called  by  the  Welih  Cybi, 
was  the  fon  of  Solomon  duke  of 
Cornwall;  all  our  ancient  MSS. 
agree  in  that.  He  was  not  on¬ 
ly  founder  of  this  church,  but 

j 

of  feveral  others  in  Wales; — 
Llan  Gybi  in  Lleyn,  Llan  Gybi 
in  Cardiganfhire,  and  Llan  Gybi , 
in  Monmouthfhire,  which  all  ex- 
ifh  Are  all  thefe  to  change 
their  names  to  pleafe  the  whim 
of  Baxter  ?  and  Caer  Gybi  was 
a  church  fo  called, becaufe  within 
a  caftrum  ffiil  exiftihg.  Cybi 
lived  at  the  time  of  the  diffo- 
Jution  of  the  Roman  empire  in 


Britain,  and  was  cotemporarf 
and  in  great  friendfhip  with  St. 
Seirioel.  What  fets  the  matter 
above  all  difpute,  is  that  there 
are  two  ancient  infcriptions  up¬ 
on  ftones,  in  the  wall  of  the 
church  of  Caer  Gybi  (Holyhead) 
where  Kebius  is  acknowledged 
the  patron  Saint.  There  was 
no  fuch  fcarcity  of  Saints  in 
Wales  in  thofe  days,  as  to  put 
them  to  the  fhift  of  inventing 
fictitious  names  for  their 
churches.  Ffynnon  Gybi ,  Eif- 
teddfa  Gybi ,  in  Angle  fey ,  and 
the  ancient  tradition  and  pro¬ 
verb  to  this  day  in  that  ifland 
about  Seirioel  wyn  a  Cloybi  felyn , 
are  alfo  evidences  of  the  ftrongeft 
kind,  fo  that  we  are  as  fure  there 
was  once  fuch  a  man  as  Cybiy 
as  that  Dewi,  Teilo ,  Padarn ,  Ca~ 
rig ,  Padrigy  &c.  were  once 
founders  or  patrons  of  thofe 
churches, which  bear  their  names. 
"When  men  of  as  great  learning 
as  Camden  and  Baxter  can  ad¬ 
vance  fuch  incoherent  fluff,  is 
it  a  wonder  that  every  fmatterer 
in  hiftory  thinks  himfelf  equal  to 
them,  and  even  that  witticifms 
and  puns  take  place  of  folid 
knowledge  ;  and  that  etymology 
has  fo  little  credit  ?  As  for  my 
part,  i  am  very  cautious,  how 
I  meddle  with  thofe  things,  and 
can  fay  nothing  pofitive  ;  and 
I  abominate  a  fanciful  derivation 
of  an  ancient  name. 

If  we  can  give  a  probable  and 
grave  account  of  a  name,  and 
back  it  by  ancient  authority  or 
reafon,  it  is  all  that  can  be  ex¬ 
pected,  and  we  fhould  flop  there. 
Take  the  following  account  then 
of  the  names  you  fent  me ;  and 
be  allured  that  few  men  befides 

yourfelf 
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yourfelf  could  have  extorted  as 
much  out  of  me  at  this  time. 

Of  Rivers. — Derwent ;  the 
Englifh  name  of  fome  rivers  in 
England :  on  one  of  this  name, 
which  runs  through  Surry,  and 
falls  into  the  Thames,  was  fought 
the  firlt  of  Gwrthevyr’s  battles 
with  H eng ift  and  Horfa  the 
Saxons,  in  the  fifth  century,  men¬ 
tioned  by  our  Britifh  writers. 
In  that  corrupt  edition  of  Nen¬ 
nius,  by  Dr.  Gale,  this  river  is 
called  Derevent  and  Deregwent. 
in  an  ancient  vellum  MS.  of 
Gaifrid’s  Latin  truncation  of 
Tyffilio,  which  I  have,  it  is  fu- 
per  fluvium  Derwcnde.  In  the 
Pans  editions  of  Galfrid,  1508 
and  1517,  it  is  fuper  jiuv'ium  De¬ 
rim  ent.  In  the  Heidelberg  edi¬ 
tion,  it  is  Derwent.  There  is  a 
river  Derwent ,  which  runs 
through  Derbyfhire  ;  another 
through  Yorkshire,  on  which 
Antoninus’s  Dervcntio  Rands, 
feven  miles  from  York.  In  my 
ancient  Britifh  copy  of  Tyfiilio’s 
hiftory  of  Britain,  that  battle  is 
faid  to  have  been  Ar  avon  Dcr- 
vennyd ,  which,  in  the  old  ortho¬ 
graphy,  was  written  Ar  avon  Dcr- 
uenyt ;  and  hence  came  Der¬ 
went.  I  know  what  Mr.  Baxter 
fays  of  Derventio ,  that  it  comes 
from  the  WelRi  Derwent  and 
Dirwyn :  all  of  a  piece  with  his 
Corguba  before  mentioned  :  in¬ 
ventions  and  boilings  over  of  a 
fertile  brain.  The  Wei  (la 
tangue  never  had  the  word  Dcr- 
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went *,  therefore  his  whole  build¬ 
ing  is  without  foundation.  I 
have  traced  it  to  its  original  Bri¬ 
tifh  name,  but  will  not  attempt 
the  etymology  of  it:  if  it  is 
from  Derw,  oaks,  why  was  not 
every  river  that  ran  through  a 
foreR  called  Derwennydd  ? 

Pother  ;  if  the  bed  of  this  ri¬ 
ver  is  reddifh,  it  might  originally 
be  called  Rhudder  or  Rhud-dwr, 
i.  e.  red  water. 

Iber,  or  Hyher ;  there  are  ri¬ 
vets  in  Wales,  which  havey>/r, 
fweet,  in  their  names,  as  Peryad- 
on,  Pergwm ,  &c.  and  this  might 
have  been  Hyher ,  eafily  fweet. 
Amber,  q.  d.  Amaeth  her ,  fweet 
nurfe.  So  we  have  Amaeth 
Aradyr,  literally  a  plough  nurfe. 

Erwajh  ;  Cambro- Britifh  Er- 
wys,  the  river  of  heroes. 

Trent,  written  in  our  molt  an¬ 
cient  MSS.  of  Llywarch  Hen, 
Tren ,  but  from  whence  deriyed  I 
know  not. 

Dove  ;  if  a  river  from  a  level 
ground,  it  had  its  name  from  the 
Britifh  Dbf  tame  ;  but  if  a  fwift 
river,  it  is  of  the  fame  origin 
with  the  Dyfi,  and  Tywi,  in 
Walesf . 

JVyc ;  the  old  Britifh  name  of 
this  river  was  Gwy,  and  isfo  Rill, 
which  feems  to  have  been  the 
word  for  water  in  general,among 
the  firR  planters :  as  appears 
from  the  names  of  water- fowl 
having  it  in  their  compofitions  : 
Gwydd ,  agoofe  ;  hwyad,  a  duck  ; 
gwy lan ,  a  gull;  gwyach ,  afnipe; 


*  The  name  of  Deruenyt,  in  Tyflilio’s  hiftory  above  quoted,  is  regularly  a  plural 
formed  from  Deruent,  in  the  Welfh  language.  But  this  does  not  help  Baxter  out  in 
his  guefles. — E. 

1  Neither  Dyji,  Tyivi,  Tanvy,  nor  Taf,  are  defcriptive  of  rapidity. _ E. 

gwyratn. 
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gwyrai n,  barnacles;  gwylog,  a 
guillemot.  A  great  many  rivers 
in  Wales  have  Guy  or  Wy  in 
the  compolition  of  their  names  ; 
as  Dfrdyjy >  Dyfr^onwy,  Try - 
donwy ,  Llugwy ,  Mauadwy ,  El * 
wy,  Dwyfawr ,  Duyfach ,  Edwy, 
Efwnwy ,  Mynwy,  Onwy ,  &c. 

Larkel ;  we  have  rivers  in 
Wales  of  the  names  of  Parc  hell, 
and  March  ell ,  i.  e.  pig- water,  and 
horfe-water ;  but  whether  this 
is  any  of  thefe  originals,  or  from 
Llawrcul ,  a  narrow  bottom,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  determine. 

Dolee,  h^.d  its  name,  probably, 
from  Dolau  or  Dolennau ,  wind¬ 
ings. 

Sheaf,  might  originally  have 
been  Saeth ,  a>  arrow. 

Of  Hills — Bunflcr ,  might 
originally  have  its  name  from 
Bant  !  igh,  or  Bryn,  a  hill ;  but 
as  I  know  not  where  it  (lands,  I 
can  fay  'nothing  of  it. 

Chevhu  is  probably  the  Britifh 
Cefn,  a  back,  or  ridge  ;  as  Cfc/w 
Gwyn ,  Cef  ‘  Coch,  and  fuch  high 
lands  in  Wales. 

Cloud,  is  probably  the  Britifh 
Llwyd ,  as  tire  Eng  hill  Clan  for 
Elan.  We  have  in  Wales, 
Llwyd iarth ,  IT  AYyw  Llwyd,  Cefn 
Llwyd,  Ejgcur  Lwyd ,  &c. 

Gun,  I  take  to  be  corrupted 
from  the  Britiih  Gwyw  ;  as  Ber¬ 
wyn,  Cefn  Gwyn,  Gwynfynydd, 
Bryn  Gwyn ,  &c»  And  the  Ap- 
penlne  is  nothing  elfe  but  Epen- 
wyn,  or,  in  modern  orthography, 
IT  Penwyn ,  the  white  topped. 

Mamtorr ,  may  probably  have 
been  of  the  fame  origin  with 
JVfacntwr,  or  with  Myriydd  twr , 
of  which  name  there  is  a  moun¬ 
tain  in  Anglefey,  q.  d.  Tower 
Mountain. 


Majfon  ;  if  there  were  man/ 
afh-trees  there,  it  might  have 
been  called,  by  theCeltse,  Maes 
On,  or  A ih-  field,. 

AT  or  r  id g,  might  probably  be 
originally  called  in  the  Britifh, 
Mawrwydd,  Great  wood,  as 

Bronwydd,  &c. 

Peak,  this  fee  ms  to  be  the 
Celtic  Pic,  now  Pig ,  a  bih, 
from  a  rock  probably  of  that  fi¬ 
gure ;  but  we  have  no  names  of 
mountains  in  Wales  that  refera¬ 
ble  it. 

Riber,  may  have  taken  its 
name  fiom  the  Britifh  Rhiwfer , 
if  it  is  really  a  fhort  afcent.  Se¬ 
veral  mountains  m  W ales  have 
Rhiw  in  the  compofition  of  their 
names,  as  Riw  Felen ,  r.hizy 
Goch,  Rhrw  Nant  Bi  an,  Ac,, 
and  the  Greek  Tov,  and  the  La¬ 
tin  Rupes,  are  of  the  fame  ori¬ 
gin 

-  TVever  hill ;  of  winch  name 
there  is  alfo  a  river  in  England, 
may  have  been  taken  from 
Gwefr ,  Amber;  or  from  Gui- 
wair>  a  Sq  irrei,  q.  d.  Squirrel 
hill;  or  rather  from  Gwiber ,  a 
Serpent.  It  is  high  time  to 
leave  off,  both  for  your  eafe  and 
mine. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moil  humble  Servant, 
Lewis  Morris* 

Penbryn, 

Sept.  2c,  175 9. 


The  fame  to  the  Rev .  E>  Evans . 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  now  almofl  an  age  fince 
I  heard  from  you.  From  an  an¬ 
nual  animal  it  would  be  a  proper 

ex- 
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expreffion  ;  and  I  am  but  a  lit¬ 
tle  better,  as  I  change  for  the 
worfe  every  year,  till  I  mall  be 
no  more. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  you  had  got 
toLlanrhychwyn;  aplacefcarceiy 
ever  heard  of  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  level  countries ;  where  you 
roll,  I  fuppofe,  in  ancient  MSS. 
and  curiofities ;  and  where  the 
arms  of  the  invaders  hardly  ever 
reached. 

Mr.  W.  Wynne  was  with  me 
one  night  lately  ;  and  it  feems  he 
hath  as  many  ancient  MSS.  as 
other  people  have  printed  books : 
Gwyn  ei  fyd  !  I  was  very  much 
out  of  order  when  he  was  here, 
which  deprived  me  of  the  plea- 
fure  I  fhould  otherwife  have  had. 

I  had  a  vifit  paid  me  lately  by 
John  Bradford,  of  Glamorgan- 
Ihire  (darn  o  brydydd,  &c.)  It 
feems  that  country  is  entirely 
drained  of  its  valuable  antiqui¬ 
ties  ;  or  elfe,  their  MSS.  are 
buried  among  the  rubbifh  of  old 
libraries  unheeded. 

The  more  1  look  into  Nen¬ 
nius  the  difficulties  encreafe  :  for 
he  has  been  fo  mangled  by  igno¬ 
rant  or  unfkilful  readers  and  tran- 
fcribers,  and  by  Gale,  the  editor, 
that,  without  a  body  had  a  fight 
of  all  the  manufcript  copies  of  it, 
in  the  public  libraries,  or  elfe- 
where,  there  is  no  attempting  to 
interpret  it.  Mr.  R.  Vaughan’s 
MS.  at  Hengwrt  would  be  a  vaft 

O 

help  ;  but  I  fee  no  likelihood  to 
come  at  a  fight  of  that.  Any  an¬ 
cient  copy  of  it  on  vellum,  which 
has  not  been  dabbled  with,  or 
compared  with  the  Cambridge, 
the  Oxford  MSS.  &c.;  that  is, 
one  which  we  might  call  a  vir¬ 
gin  manufcript,  which  hath  not 


been  ravifhedby  Camden,  Mark¬ 
ham,  Sir  S.  D’Ewes,  or  Ufher, 
would  give  great  fatisfa&ion; 
but  where  is  that  to  be  found  ? 
That  which  Sir  J.  Pryfe  had  may 
poffibly  exift  fomewhere;  and 
that  which  Humphrey  Lloyd  had, 
may  likely  be  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Denbigh  (till. 

I  have  not  had  a  week’s  health 
fince  I  faw  you,  and  therefore 
have  been  in  no  good  humour  to 
read  or  write. 

Have  you,  among  Talieim’s 
works,  Ymddiddan  rhwng  Ug- 
nach  ab  Mydno  o  Gaerfeon  a 
Thaliefin  o  Gaerdyganwy  ?  If 
you  have  it  not,  I  will  fend  it  you. 
It  is  from  the  Llyfyr  Duo  Gaer- 
fyrddin. 

My  chief  bufinefs  of  late  has 
been  to  put  the  names  of  men 
and  places  in  an  alphabetical  or¬ 
der,  and  to  prepare  them  for  my 
Celtic  Remains,  from  Tali e fin’s 
works,  Sir  J.  Pryfe’s  Cambria, 
the  Triades,  the  Gododin,  Bedd- 
au  Milwyr,  Aera  Cambr.  Brit. 
L.  G.  Cothi,  and  extent  of 
Anglefey. 

Remember  that  you  promifed 
me  the  remainder  of  the  Godo¬ 
din,  and  never  performed  it.  The 
laft  lines  of  the  fragment,  which 
I  have,  are 

Tymor  tymheftyl 
Tymheftyl  dymor 
Y  beri  rheftr  rhac  rhiallu. 

I  am  now  out  of  the  way  of 
all  curious  antiquities  ;  and  you, 
who  have  an  opportunity  of  fee¬ 
ing  every  body’s  treafures,  keep 
them  all  to  yourfelf.  I  loner  to 
fee  the  Legends  of  our  Welih 
Saints  (Buchedd  y  feimiau).  I 
forgot  to  tell  you,  that  I  am  at 
this  very  time  putting  the  names 

of 
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of  all  the  parifhes  in  Wales  into 
alphabetical  order,  for  the  above 
purpofe.  But  I  find  my  cata¬ 
logue  of  the  parifhes  is  not  very 
correct  ;  therefore  I  mufl  defire 
the  affiftance  of  fome  that  live 
near  the  places  that  are  doubtful; 
and  have  their  correction,  or 
opinion  of  them.  One  of  them 
Is  Llangynfarn.  I  never  heard 
but  of  three  Plwy’r  Creuddyn. 
Is  there  a  Llangedol  near  Ban¬ 
gor  ?  Are  there  pari  flies  called 
Llangedyrn,  Bodfrenin,  Llan- 
dydwen,  Betwnog,  in  Lleyn,  or 
how  otherwife  called  ?  Is  there 
a  parifli  called  Llanfilien,  near 
Corwen  in  Edeyrnion  ?  Or  is  it 
Llanfilian,  or  Tyffiiio  ?  Are 
there  parifhes  called  Llanelidan, 
and  Y  Fynechdid,  in  Cantref 
DyfFryn  Clwyd ;  and  what  is 
the  etymology  of  them  ;  and 
alfo  of  Llanhychen  ;  and  whence 
is  Llanferrys  yn  Ial  derived  ; 
and  who  is  Trillo,  and  Trillo 
Caenog ;  and  what  is  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion  of  the  deriva¬ 
tion  of  the  name  of  GyffdL 
iog  ? 

I  fhall  flop  here  at  prefent  ; 
and  leave  Flintfhire,  Montgo- 
meryfhire,  &c.  to  another  time  ; 
and  "fhall  hint  only  what  is  come 
juft  now  into  my  head. 

I  think  you  have  a  vote  for  a 
knight  of  the  fhire,  in  this  coun¬ 
ty  ;  if  vou  have  not  made  a  po- 
fitive  promife  to  Mr.  V  aughan, 
or  that  party,  I  would  advife  you 
to  do  yourfelf  greater  fervice 
than  you  expect  at  their  hands ; 
and  I  believe  you  know,  that  I 
would  not  advife  to  any  thing, 
but  what  would  be  of  advantage 
to  you.  Let  me  hear  from  you 

about  this  point. 

V  *  t ' 


I  am  furprifed  Dewi  Fardd 
doth  not  come  with  his  books, 
to  deliver  to  the  fubferibers.  I 
do  not  hear  that  they  are  come 
to  Aberyftwyth.  He  has  mur¬ 
dered  a  good  book,  by  infer  ting 
in  it  the  works  of  the  greateft. 
blockheads  of  the  creation,  and 
the  mod  illiterate  creatures  that 
bear  human  fhapes  ;  fuch  as  Ro¬ 
bert  Humphry,  &c.  &c. — f  fei 
ffei  o  honynt!  Or  were  they  put 
as  beauty  fpots,  to  fet  you  and 
others  off?  If  it  is  otherwife, 
you  are  aiive,  and  may  defend 
yourfelf,  for  Handing  in  fuch 
company  ;  but  I  am  heartily 
forry  for  poor  Hugh  Morris,  if 
he  knows  of  this :  that  he  muff 
Hand,  in  fpite  of  his  teeth,  in 
company  with  people  that  were 
not  worthy  to  carry  the  feathers 
of  his  quill ;  and  the  room, 
which  his  poem^  fhould  have 
filled  up,  taken  by  perfons  as  far 
below  trim  as  a  Crythor  Crwth 
Tritbant  is  below  Corelli  or  Vi¬ 
valdi. 

Let  me  have  your  opinion 
upon  the  names  of  the  parifhes, 
as  foon  as  you  can. 

I  am, 

Your’s  fincerely, 

Lewis  Morris, 

Penbryn , 

Dec.  20,  1 759- 


Mr.  S.  Pcgge  to  Dr.  Phillips « 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  certainly  high  time  I 
fhould  acknowledge  the  favour 
of  your  letters,  which  all  came 
to  hand  in  due  time ;  I  am 

obliged 
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obliged  to  you  and  your  friends 
for  them. 

Some  of  the  etymologies  an- 
fwer  very  well,  others  not,  as 
will  happen  in  cafes  where  the 
conjeHurer  has  not  a  view  of 
the  place.  One  of  your  corref- 
pondents,  I  obferve,  goes  very 
deep  into  matters,  and  his  re¬ 
marks  on  the  R Uganda:  and  Cor- 
guba  gave  me  great  pleafure, 
beingr  both  very  iuft  and  natu- 
ral.  One  thing  rather  parties 
me,  and  not  on  this  occafion  on¬ 
ly,  for  it  has  done  the  fame  at 
other  times,  which  is  to  find  the 
Welfh  antiquaries  citing  manu- 
fcripts  and  authorities  as  now 
in  being;,  of  above  a  thoufand 

«  O'  . 

years  old,  genealogies  for  ex¬ 
ample  and  other  matters.  Now 
we  in  England  feldom  hear  of 
the  Welfh  libraries,  and  are  at 
a  lofs  to  know  where  they  are. 
I  wifh  you  would  name  fome 
of  thefe  beft  furnifhed  repofi- 
tories  to  me  on  fome  future  oc¬ 
cafion,  in  order  to  rectify  my 
ideas  in  regard  to  this  particu¬ 
lar.  Your  friend,  I  find,  holds 
Mr.  Baxter  very  cheap  ^al¬ 
ways  thought  he  was  bold  and 
daring,  and  was  doubtful  of  his 
charaCler  as  a  linguift  in  the 
Britifh ;  but  ftill  one  loves  to 
fee  the  reveries  of  genius ;  for 
Baxter  never  wanted  acumen, 
though  he  muff  want  (kill  and 
judgment  to  fupport  his  fancies 
and  conjectures.  He  was  an 
excellent  fcholar  without  dif- 
pute. 

One  Eugene  Aram,  a  very 
bad  man,  was  executed  at  York 
laft  year  for  a  murder.  He  has 
done  fomething,  being  a  fcholar 
and  a  fchoolmafter,  towards  a 
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lexicon  on  a  new  plan.  Hearing 
of  this,  I  fent  for  the  pamphlet, 
which  contains  fome  account  of 
his  life,  and  the  fpecimen  of 
a  lexicon.  He  goes  to  the 
Celtic,  the  Irifh,  and  the  Britifh 
languages,  as  well  as  others,  and 
there  are  things  in  the  fpecimen 
that  will  amufe  a  lover  of  ety¬ 
mologies. 

It  would  give  me  pleafure  to 
know  your  correfpondent’s  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Britifh  lnffory  turned 
into  Latin  by  Geoffrey  of  Mon¬ 
mouth.  I  have  read  Mr. 
Thompfon’s  preface  in  juflifi- 
cation  of  Geoffrey,  wdio  has 
faid  much ;  but  when  I  read  the 
book,  it  appeared  to  me  fo  per- 
feCfly  fabulous,  that  I  loft  all  re¬ 
gard  for  Mr.  Thompfon’s  apo- 

i°gy- 

We  fing  a  pfalm  or  fome¬ 
thing  elfe  here,  before  church 
begins,  and  as  it  is  not  always 
apropos,  I  who  am  no  poet  have 
fcratched  a  few  lines  in  the 
ftile  of  Sternhold  and  Hopkins, 
which  however  have  the  merit, 
I  think,  of  propriety,  and  I  have 
fent  you  a  copy,  being,  with  the 
return  of  my  beft  refpeCfs  to 
Mr.  P.  L. 

Rev.  Sir, 

Your  affeCfionate  and 
Obliged  Servant, 

Samuel  Pegge* 
Whitt .  Feb,  18,  1760. 


Dr.  Phillips ,  to  Mr.  Edward 
Richard. 

Dear  N. 

Your  former  letter  fhould  not 
have  been  thus  long  unacknow* 

ledged. 
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ledged,  had  I  not  waited,  as  in¬ 
deed  I  {till  do,  for  one  from  Mr. 
Pegge.  Elis  filence,  1  fear,  can 
he  owing  only  to  his  want  of 
health,  for  it  is  not  probable 
that  an  antiquary  would  negledl 
or  refufe  giving  his  opinion, 
\vrhen  fought  for,  of  materials 
culled  out  of  the  richelt  {lores 
in  North  and  South  Wales,  for 
his  entertainment  and  edifica¬ 
tion.  When  he  favours  me 
with  his  communications  you 
fball  certainly  have  a  fight  of 
them. 

Blow  came  you,  my  good 
Homer,  to  dream  of  my  being 
an  etymologift  in  any  language, 
efpeciallv  the  Welfh?  I  called 
on  both  fillers,  as  you  forefaw, 
to  my  aid,  but  they  gave  me 
neither  light  nor  afihflance.  In 
fhort,  we  know  nothing  of  your 
Moero ,  L.lyn  Gnoit,  nor  j Elm,, 
written  by  Leland  Elani.  Eg- 
nant,  may  perhaps  be  Helig- 
nant ;  Moero  Mazur  rus  ;  Eg- 
nant,  Aignant. 

The  derivations  you  lent  me 
of  fome  of  Antonius’s  flations 
pleafe  me  much,  they  being  na¬ 
turally  traced  from  their  foun¬ 
tain.  My  little  knowledge 
may  lead  me  to  <  difcover  what 
radix  is  not  juft,  but  does  by 
no  means  point  out  what  is. 
Moil  of  the  words  in  his  itine¬ 
rary  are,,  I  am  perfuaded,  of 
Britifh  extraction,  only  foftened 
and  terminated  by  Latin.  I 
leave  you  to  determine  whether 
Dior  or  Twr  is  the  original  of 
thole  places  beginning  with 
Duro .  The  etymology  ol  the 
Cattieuchlani ,  formerly  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Bucks  and  Plertford- 
fhire,  is  a  good  one,  I  know 


not  whole,  a  colony  of  Caf.fi 
from  Uch  lan ,  the  mountainous 
parts. 

Mr.  Evans’s  derivations  are 
attended  by  Mr.  Jones’s  of 
Llanegryn,  where  perhaps  there 
may  appear  hbertas  non  Jump - 
ta  prudenter .  At  your  leifure 
return  them  both,  and  at  the 
fame  time  let  me  have  your 
opinion  of  Lewis’s  hiilory  oi 
Great  Britain,  and  oi  Hum¬ 
phrey  Llwyd’s  breviary  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  added  to  the  former  edi¬ 
tion. 

My  fifler  Llwyd  undertakes 
the  care  of  conveying  this  pack¬ 
et,  but  how,  when,  and  by 
whom,  tis  not  poffible  to  fay. 
She  defires  her  good  wifhes  and 
compliments  may  be  joined 
with  Mrs.  Phillips’s,  and  with 
thofe,  dear  Sir,  of 

Your  Humble  Servant, 

James  Phillips. 

Blaen  y  Pant , 

Feb.  25,  1760,, 


Mr.  Lewis  Morris  to  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Richard;. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  a  packet  from  you 
containing  Mr.  Pegge’s,  Dr. 
Philips’s,  and  your  own  letter, 
for  which  I  am  greatly  obliged 
to  you. 

The  talk  you  impofe  upon 
me  to  clear  up  Galfrid’s  charac¬ 
ter  is  a  hard  one,  and  requires 
more  time  and  room  than  the 
compafs  of  a  letter  ,  for,  as  Mr. 
Pegge  obferves,  Thompfon  has 
faid  a  good  deal  in  his  behalf, 

and 
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and  indeed  as  much  as  an  Eng- 
lifhman  and  a  ftranger  to  our 
antiquities  could  fay;  but  alas 
he  knew  very  little  of  the  mat¬ 
ter,  having  never  feen  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Britifti  hiftory,  no  more 
thanVertot  and  fwch  fportfmen 
that  (hoot  in  the  dark.  How 
defpicable  mult  that  critic  look 
in  your  eyes,  who  would  dare  to 
criticize  upon  Homer  <h  Ogil- 
by’s  tranflation.  If  there  can 
be  murder  committed  among 
the  de  id,  this  is  actually  murder¬ 
ing  or  Homer ;  and  all  thole  that 
pretend  to  ju  age  of  the  Bntifh 
hiftory  from  Galfrid’s  tranfla- 
tion  are  adualiy  accellaries  to 
the  murder  of  l  ydilio,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  that  hiftory  in  the  Bntifh. 
Nothing  can  he  more  unjuft; 
and  fhews  either  great  ignorance 
or  great  partiality  1  do  not 
know  a  name  bad  enough  to 
give  to  fuch  audacious  gentry, 
that  would  impofe  their  ground- 
lefs  opinions  on  the  public,  with¬ 
out  ever  fo  much  as  feeing  the 
original  of  the  author  they  treat 
of  ;  nor  underftand  one  fentence 
of  the  language  he  has  written  in. 

I  am  extremely  bufy  in  graft¬ 
ing  and  planting,  being  juft  got 
out  of  my  infirmary,  that  I  have 
not  an  hour  to  fpare  to  write  a 
proper  anfwer  to  your  letter, 
but  I  fhall  endeavour  to  do  it 
in  about  a  week’s  time,  and  re¬ 
turn  you  Mr.  Pegge’s  and  the 
dodder’s  letters.— Why  doth  Mr. 
Pegge  nick-name  us  f  We  are 
not  Welch  but  Weljh ,  an  ho¬ 
nourable  name,  and  not  a  re¬ 
proach,  as  fome  pretend.  It 
feems  he  has  not  dipped  much 
into  our  antiquities,  though  he 


may  be  a  very  learned  man 
Edward  Llwyd  could  have  told 
him  where  many  of  our  ancient 
MSS.  are  ;  but  we  have  a  great 
many  more  than  he  ever  faw  or 
heard  of. 

The  bearer  hereof  comes  for 
the  boys,  who  I  fuppofe  look 
like  ragged  colts  by  this  time; 
and  I  herewith  fend  you  one  of 
David  Jones’s  ftiliborn  baftards. 

1  am  forty  my  name  is  among 
the  fubferibers.  The  fool,  to 
feed  his  own  vanity,  hath  fluffed 
the  book  with  his  own  filly  poe¬ 
try,  and  others  as  bad  as  him  fell, 
and  left  out  what  he  promifed 
to  infert,  that  is,  all  the  works  of 
Huw  Morris,  and  mangled 
even  thofe  he  inferted.  O  fie  ! 
O  Bel- 

Yon  wonder  that  I  fhould 
deal  out  my  knowledge  iii  anti¬ 
quities  by  retail,  and  in  letters, 
and  not  print  fomething  For  the 
good  of  the  public.  I  never 
have  as  yet  been  in  thofe  eafy 
circumftances  as  to  afford  time 
to  publifh  any  thing  that  wayr 
correHly  ;  nor  in  thofe  indigent 
circumftances  as  to  be  obliged 
to  do  it  out  of  neceffity ;  fo  that 
I  lie  between  a  hawk  and  a  buz¬ 
zard,  and  really  want  a  power¬ 
ful  friend,  to  keep  up  my  fpi- 
rits,  before  I  can  do  any  thing 
to  the  purpofe.  You  wonder 
likewife  that  I  have  taken  no 
notice  of  your  etymons  of  the 
Roman  ftations  :  if  you  had  gi¬ 
ven  me  your  opinion  of  them 
all,  I  fhould  have  thanked  you 
heartily  ;  I  was  afraid,  if  I 
thanked  you  for  two  or  three, 
you  would  have  done  no  more  ; 
and  I  daily  expected  your  con  i- 
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filiation  of  them,  which  would 
have  been  very  acceptable,  and 
will  be  Hill. 

I  with  I  could  fee  you  here 
for  a  night  or  two,  but  you  are 
like  your  brother  Pumlumon, 
who  will  never  budge  an  inch 
from  the  heads  of  Rheidiol, 
Gwy,  and  Havren.  It  grows 
dark,  and  I  have  fore  eyes,  and 
<pannot  bear  writing  by  candle¬ 
light. 

o 

I  am, 

Yours  fncerely, 
Lewis  Morris. 

Penbryn , 

March  28,  1760. 


“The  fame  to  the  fame. 

Dear  Sir, 

» 

Amidft  all  my  hurry  and 
want  oi  health,  1  have  fat  down 
to  confider  ferioufly  of  your 
letter,  and  the  doflor’s,  and  his 
correfpondent’s  doubts  about  the 
authority  of  the  Britifh  hiltory, 
tranflated  out  of  Welfh  into 
Latin,  by  Galfridus  Monemu- 
thenfis.  This  is  a  heavy  tafk, 
which  you  have  laid  upon  me,  but 
as  a  friend  I  cannot  refufe  you, 
in  hopes  that  this  will  make 
you  eager  in  purfuit  of  thefe 
Hu  dies. 

In  compafs  of  a  letter  you 
cannot  expedl  that  an  affair 
fhould  be  thoroughly  cleared 
tp,  which  has  been  difputed  for 
ages  by  men  of  the  greatefl 
learning  in  Europe,  pro  and 
con  ;  but  I  can  promife  to  give 
you  and  your  friends  fome 


lights  into  this  dark  controverfy* 
which  none  of  the  difputants 
knew  any  thing  of  ;  and  indeed 
none  of  either  fide  were  perfekk 
mailers  of  the  matter  in  quef- 
tion,  or  had  confdered  it  tho¬ 
roughly,  for  want  of  being  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  the  original 
hiflory  in  the  Britifh,  written  by 
Tyflilio,  entitled  Brut  y  Bren - 
hinoedd .  It  was  impoflible  for 
foreigners  or  for  Grangers  to 
the  Britifh  tongue  to  under- 
Hand  the  affair,  for  they  ran  af¬ 
ter  fhadows,  as  they  had  but  a 
tranflation  before  them,  and  that 
but  a  very  lorry  one ;  and  our 
countrymen  the  Welfh,  fnce 
GalfricTs  tranflation  appeared 
in  print,  A.  D.  1508,  have  not 
taken  fufficient  pains  to  com¬ 
pare  the  tranflation  with  the 
original,  and  to  in  form  others  of 
the  tranflator’s  faults.  So  great 
ftrangers  did  they  become  at 
laff  to  the  hiflory  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  that  very  few  of  the  literati 
took  the  trouble  to  peruke  the 
Britifh  copy;  Galfrid’s  Latin 
tranflation  being  taken  to  be 
more  elegant  and  full,  and  in 
great  vogue  among  the  learned 
in  England ;  and  yet  of  the 
Welfh  who  underflood  no  Latin, 
and  the  Britifh  Poets,  who 
ftuck  to  their  own  language, 
there  was  not  one  of  them,  that 
I  can  find,  who  ever  heard  of 
the  name  of  Geoffrey,  the  tranf- 
lator ;  nor  is  his  name  known 
at  this  day  in  Wales,  except 
among  the  antiquaries ;  for  they 
wholly  relied  on  the  hiflories 
and  traditions  of  their  own  lan¬ 
guage;  and  they  flifl  look  on  the 
Latin  tranflation  as  of  no  weight. 

1  Sir 
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Sir  John  Pryfe  of  Brecknock- 
fhire,  who  wrote  in  the  time 
of  Henry  VIII,  was  a  per- 
fon  oF  great  abilities,  and  had 
good  opportunities  of  under- 
ftanding  the  hiftorv  oF  the 
Ancient  Britains,  being  one  of 
the  commilfioners  employed  by 
the  king  to  furvey  the  monas¬ 
teries  to  be  diffolved,  and  was 
an  intimate  of  the  induftrious 
Leland,  and  helped  him  to 
write  his  AJfertio  Arturii ;  and 
being  a  noted  antiquary,  he  had 
a  fight,  in  his  travels,  ol  many 
valuable  old  MSS.  in  Welfh  and 
Latin,  which  corroborated  the 
Britifh  hiftory.  What  he  wrote 
under  the  title  of  a  defence  of 
the  Britilh  hiftory,  was  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  calumnies  of  Polv- 

j 

dore  Virgil,  an  Italian  colleftor 
of  the  Peter  Pence  here,  who 
in  his  works,  dedicated  to  Hen¬ 
ry  VIII.  A.  D.  1533,  at“ 
tacked  that  hiftory* ■ which  had  been 
publifhed  in  Latin  in  the  name 
of  Galfrid,  and  bitterly  abided 
the  Britilh  nation.  Sir  John 
Pryfe’s  defence  is  in  Latin,  and 
was  printed  in  London,  by  or¬ 
der  of  his  fon  Richard  Pryfe  in 
the  year  1573,  about  twenty 
years  after  his  death.  He  flick¬ 
ing  only  to  anfwer  the  obje&ion 
of  Polydore,  hath  not  touched 
on  feveral  difputable  places  in 
the  tranflated  hiftorv,  where  it 
difagrees  with  the  original  Bri¬ 
tilh  hiftory,  and  which  gives  it 
in  Latin  the  air  of  a  fable.  It 
doth  not  appear  to  me,  by  his 
book,  that  Sir  John  Pryfe  had 
carefully  perufed  the  Britilh 
copy,  interrupted  perhaps  bv 
his  hurry  of  bufmefs ;  for  he 


has  not  urged  all  that  he  might 
have  faid  to  the  matter  in  dif- 
pute,  provided  he  had  carefully 
compared  the  original  and  tranf- 
lation;  and  if  he  alfo  had  a  tho¬ 
rough  knowledge  of  our  ancient 
Britilh  bards,  who  beft  knew  the 
ufe  of  words,  and  whofe  works 
indeed  are  the  very  root  and 
foundation  of  the  ancient  Bri¬ 
tifh  hiftory :  the  hilfories  of  the 
origin  of  moft  other  nations  in 
the  world  being  on  the  fame 
footing.  But  it  is  plain  from 
pages  10,  11,  12,  and  other 
places  in  his  book,  that  Sir  John 
Pryfe  was  but  llightly  verfed  in 
the  Britilh  poets,  probably  for 
want  of  leifure,  and  could  not 
therefore  draw  proper  argu¬ 
ments  from  their  works.  Mr. 
Thompfon,  the  Englilh  editor  of. 
Galfrid,  following  Mr.  Wynne, 
editor  of  Caradoc’s  hiftory,  has 
colleffed  in  his  preface  feveral 
good  arguments,  in  defence  of 
this  hiftory  ;  but  as  your  corref- 
pondent  well  obferves,  the  fabu¬ 
lous  air  ftrikes  a  man  at  firft 
light,  and  the  grand  blur  is  ilill 
unremoved. 

Among  abundance  of  other 
materials,  which  I  have  colleffed, 
and  which  I  intend  to  make  pub¬ 
lic,  in  order  to  refcue  our  na¬ 
tional  hiftory  from  the  dirt  that 
is  thrown  upon  it,  I  Hi  all  men¬ 
tion  here  a  few  heads,  for  the 
fatisfaction  of  your  correfpond- 
ents,  to  clear  up  what  has  given 
a  dillike  to  all  that  has  ever 
read  this  hiftory  in  Latin  or 
Englilh. 

In  the  firfb  place,  the  ftories 
of  giants,  with  which  Gallrid’s 
Latin  book  is  interlaced  and 
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embellifhed.  This  is  the  great 
Rone,  againft  which  Galfrid  Rum¬ 
bled  and  broke  his  fhins,  as  he  ig¬ 
norantly  cut  capers  to  divert  the 
public,  as  he  thought.  It  was  the 
cuftom  of  all  writers,  in  thofe 
early  days  of  literature,  to  mix 
the  marvellous  in  their  works 
in  order  to  make  their  readers 
flare.  Notone  of  the  graveft  hifto- 
1  ical  writers  after  theNorman  con- 
quell  is  exempt  from  this  weak- 
nefs;  and  even  old  Bede  long 
before:  what  can  be  more  ridi¬ 
culous  than  the  miracles  with 
which  he  hath  Huffed  his  whole 
eeclefiaflical  hiflory?  All  fuper- 
flition  and  dotage !  In  our  Bri- 
tifh  hiflory  in  the  original  W ellh, 
of  which  I  have  a  very  fair  ma- 
nufcript,  which  has  been  colla¬ 
ted  with  feveral  other  ancient 
ones,  the  perfons  called  Cawri 
and  Cezuri ,  are  tranfiated  by 
Galfrid,  Gigantes ;  but  thefe 
really  were  princes,  and  not 
giants:  for  the  word  Cawr,  plu¬ 
ral  Cawri ,  meant,  among  the 
ancient  Britains,  princes,  heroes, 
and  men  of  great  power;  and 
Cawr  was  an  epithet  given  to 
their  mol!  warlike  princes,  and 
was  the  primitive  meaning  and 
ufe  of  the  word,  though  it  was 
afterwards  applied  to  giants  or 
flrong  men,  who  got  dominion 
by  force.  So  Nimrod  is  by 
our  poets  called  Nemrwth  Gazur ; 
Sampfon,  Samp/on  Gazur ;  and 
Locrinus,  Llocrin  Gazur ;  but 
Galfrid,  not  being  thorough 
mailer  of  the  Britifh  tongue, 
and  of  our  antiquities,  or  to 
give  the  flory  a  pleafant  turn, 
changed  his  princes  into  giants. 
I  fhail  produce  fome  very  anci¬ 


ent  authorities  for  whatl  here  ad¬ 
vance,  that  the  primitive  meaning 
of  Cazur ,  among  the  Celtae,  was 
a  prince,  and  was  after  ufed  for 
a  man  of  great  flrength,  or  a  gi¬ 
ant.  There  is  an  old  Britifh 
MS.  in  Hengwrt  library,  which 
I  have  had  the  perufal  of,  which 
gives  an  account  of  the  firff 
founders  of  all  the  ancient  Bri- 
tilh  Caflra,  or  forts,  the  ruins  of 
which  are  in  abundance  on  the 
very  fummits  of  mountains  in 
North  Wales;  as  that  on  Cader 
Idris ,  Mod  Othrzvm ,  See.  which 
were  erected  by  Idris  Gawr, 
Othrwm  Gawr,  See.  who  were 
princes  in  thofe  parts,  in  very 
ancient  times,  if  not  at  the  very 
firff  peopling  of  that  country; 
as  their  firff  Settlements  feem  to 
fliew.  But  nobody  ever  dreamt 
they  were  giants  ;  and  we  that 
are  acquainted  with  the  writings 
of  the  Britains,  know  that  the 
epithet  of  Cawr  or  heroe,  given 
to  their  moft  valiant  princes,  in 
Cambria  or  Wales,  was  of  the 
fame  fenfe  with  Pnodazur  in 
the  dialedt  of  Albania,  or  Scot¬ 
land,  and  with  Gwledig  in  Lloe- 
gria,  or  England,  but  that  Gwle~ 
dig  had  a  more  extend ve  figni- 
fication,  as  the  Lloegrian  prince 
was  always  the  fupreme  of  the 
other  two,  the  word  being-  de- 
rived  from  Gwlad ,  a  country. 
My  next  authority  is  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  book  ofTriades,  a  manu- 
feript  written  about  the  year 
7 00,  quoted  by  Camden,  who 
never  faw  it ;  which  fays  that 
king  Arthur  had  three  wives, 
the  firff  the  daughter  of  Gawryd 
Ceint,  the  fecond  the  daughter 
of  Gwythyr  ab  Greidiawl,  and 

his 
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bis  third  wife  was  the  daughter 
of  Ogyrfan  Gawr.  The  kings 
of  Britain  never  ufed'to  make 
queens  of  the  daughters  oi 
giants.  Galfrid  would  have 
made  a  ftrange  piece  of  work 
of  the  Triades,  if  he  had  at¬ 
tempted  a  tranilation  oi  it  into 
Latin.  Gildas  Nennius,  a  Bri¬ 
tain,  who  wrote  in  Latin  about 
the  year  830,  mentions  Benlli, 
a  man  of  great  power  in  Ill, 
who  was  an  abettor  oi  the  Pela¬ 
gian  hereby  againft  St.  German. 
Ial  is  a  part  of  North  W ales  well 
known  at  this  day,  and  Benlli 
Gawr  is  mentioned  by  many  of 
our  Britifh  writers  to  have  been 
a  prince  of  great  authority,  and 
fway  in  thofe  parts.  Read  the 
20th  chapter  of  Gildas  Nen¬ 
nius’s  eulogium,  and  you  will 
find  this  Benlli  called  Rex  and 
Tyrannus;  fo  that  Benlli  Gawr 
was  no  giant.  Iorwerth  Fyng- 
iwyd,  a  Demetian  poet,  who 
wrote  about  300  years  ago,  fays 
“  Camp  cawr  yw  cwympo  caer- 
ydd.”  i.  e.  the  quality  oi  a  Cawr 
is  to  overthrow  city  walls ;  mean¬ 
ing  a  warlike  prince ;  giants 
have  but  little  (kill  that  way. 
Rhys  Brychan,  a  Breckncck- 
ihire  poet,  on  the  death  oi  Hen¬ 
ry  VII.  fays; — 

<l  Truan  fei'r  cyfrdan  dwyn  cawry  cedyrn 
“  A’u  ceidwad  a’u  blacnawr.3’ 

Cawr  y  Cedryn ,  is  the  prince  of 
heroes,  it  would  have  been  no 
credit  to  have  made  him  a  gi¬ 
ant.  John  Brwynog,  an  An- 
glefey  poet,  who  wrote  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VIII.  gives  that 
king  the  epithet  ot  Cawr ,  as  de¬ 
fended  from  Owain  ab  Ivlare- 


dudd  ab  Tudor  of  Penmynvdd 
in  Anglefey  : — • 

«  Cawr  paun  Mon,  carw  Penmynydd.*, 

In  the  Welfh  Bible,  1  Sam. 
xvii.  ^l.Goliahof  Gathis  called 
Cawr  y  Philifliaid ,  which  in  the 
Englifh  tranilation  is  the  cham¬ 
pion  of  the  Philiftines,  which 
fhews  the  various  ufes  of  the 
word  Cawr ,  even  down  to  our 
days.  But  the  moil  common  ac¬ 
ceptation  oi  the  word  among  the 
vulgar  at  prefent,  fince  we  have 
no  Welfh  native  princes,  is  as  it 
is  taken  in  Genefis,  chap.  iv. 
and  chap.  xiii.  a  man  oi  great 
Erength,  like  the  fons  ot  Anac; 
and  in  fome  parts  of  Wales,  Y 
Cawr  Mawr ,  or  great  Cawr , 
fignifies  the  devil,  or  prince  of 
darknefs.  Numbers  oi  the  mo  If 
noted  Celtic  princes,  efpecially 
among  the  Cambrians,  which  is 
the  chief  and  moll  uncorrupted 
branch  of  the  Celtaa,  had  this 
epithet  of  Cctwr  added  to  their 
names;  as  Rhitta  Gazer ,  Rhudd- 
Iwm  Gawr ,  Phili  Gazer ,  Al¬ 
bion  Gawr ,  Lleon  Gawr ,  &c.  By 
all  this  it  appears,  that  if  Gal¬ 
frid  had  worded  the  exploits  of 
Corineus  and  Arthur  as  the  ori¬ 
ginal  hiftory,  in  the  Britifh 
tongue  required,  there  would 
not  have  been  that  air  of  fable 
in  his  tranilation.  It  they  had 
fought  duels  with  princes  or 
champions  oi  armies,  it  is  what 
all  ancient  hiftory  is  full  oi. 

Moft  of  the  other  objections 
of  Camden,  .Milton,  Burton, 
Nicolfon,  See.  took  their  rife 
from  falling  foul  oi  a  bad  trans¬ 
lation,  inftead  oi  an  original, 
which  they  never  faw,  In  our 

Britifh 
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Britifh  original  we  have  no  5y/- 
wius,  fon  of  Afcanius :  it  is  Si- 
tins,  in  the  Latin  orthography, 
Julius ,  which  anfwers  Milton’s 
objeftion.  Hiftory  ol  England, 
page  12.  and  agrees  with  and 
corroborates  Mr.  Lambard’s 
Brutus  Julius.  Perambulation 
ol  Kent,  page  12,  and  our  Britifh 
poets.  Here  are  no  Flammes 
and  Archflamines.  Archbifhop 
Ulher  had  obferved  in  his  Pri- 
mordia,  page  57,  Dublin  edi¬ 
tion,  that  in  an  ancient  Britifh 
copy  of  this  hiftory,  then  in  the 
Cottonian  library,  there  were  no 
Flamines  nor  Archflamines,  and 
that  the  MS.  had  been  in  the 
pofteflion  ol  Humphrey  Lloyd, 
our  famous  antiquary,  and  was 
fuppofed  to  be  the  book  that 
Galfrid  tranflated.  Moft  of  the 
fpeeches,  in  the  Latin  are  Gal- 
frid’s.  There  are  very  few  in 
the  Britifh  copy,  andthofe  fhort. 
Galfrid’s  Fulgenius  is  here  Ju- 
lien,  which  fhould  by  analogy 
be  latinized  Julianus.  See  Mil- 
ton’s  hiftory,  page  100.  No 
Leil  in  the  Britifh  copy  :  the 
king’s  name  was  Lleon.  Gal¬ 
frid’s  Caerlifle  is  here  Caer 
Lleon,  which  is  Weft  Chefter. 
This  was  an  intolerable  blunder. 
Llew  ab  Cynfarch,  which  fhould 
have  been  tranflated  Leo,  he 
turns  into  Lotho,  which  has 
brought  a  confufion  into  the 
Scotch  hiftory,  who  miftook 
him  for  their  Llewyddyn  Luydd- 
awc  o  Ddinas  Eiddin.  We 
have  no  Belinus  in  the  Britifh 
book :  the  name  is  Beli,  which 
fhould  have  been  latinized  Re¬ 
ims,  or  Belgius,  and  this  would 
have  faved  Mr.  Camden,  Mr. 


Burten,  Dr.  Gale,  &c.  a  great 
deal  of  wild  guefling,  and  would 
have  cleared  the  hiftory  of  the 
Gaulifh  expeditions  in  Roman 
writers.  Galfrid’s  Brennus  is* 
in  the  original  Britifh  copy. 
Bran,  and  fo  V oflius,  out  of 
Suidas,  a  Greek  author,  calls 
him  Bgw.  What  then  will  be¬ 
come  of  Camden,  Milton,  and 
other  random  etymologifts  with 
their  guefles  from  Braun ,  a 
king  ?  Bran  was  a  common  name 
in  Britain  ;  as  Bran  ab  Dylnwal, 
Bran  Galed  o’r  Gogledd, 
Llywarch  ab  Bran  arglwydd 
Menai,  Bran  ab  Llyr.  It  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  Britifh  copy,  that 
Caraufius’s  Britifh  name  was 
Carawn,  though  his  name  among 
the  Romans  was  Caraufius,  as 
appears  on  his  coins ;  and  from 
him  Tre  Garawn,  and  the  river 
Carawn  and  Abercorn  in  the 
North  got  their  names.  W e  have 
no  Homer  quoted  in  the  Britifh 
copy,  for  the  building  of  the 
city  of  Tours,  for  which  Galfrid 
is  laughed  at,  though  Selden’s 
good  nature  endeavours  to  make 
an  excufe  for  it.  We  have  no 
divifions  of  books  or  chapters  in 
the  Britifh  copy,  which  plainly 
fhews  its  antiquity.  Not  one 
word  in  it  of  the  bifhop  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  or  the  earl  of  Gloucefter, 
which  fhews  it  not  to  be  the  ori¬ 
ginal  hiftory  which  Galfrid  had 
before  him,  and  dedicated  the 
tranflation  to  them.  Thofe  whom 
Gallrid  calls  confuls  at  Rome, 
when  Brennus  took  it,  are  in 
the  Britifh  called  Tywyfogion , 
princes,  or  literally  leaders.  In 
the  Britilh  copy  we  have  no 
Gwalenfes,  Gwalo,  or  Gwalas, 

which 
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Which  we  find  in  GalFrid,  L.  12. 
t.  19,  and  Giraldus  Cambrenfis, 
who  was  cotemporary  with  Gal- 
f rid,  took  notice  that  there  were 
ho  fuch  perfonS  to  be  found  in 
the  Wei  fh  hi  dory,  and  fharply 
charges  Galfrid  for  making  this 
addition  out  of  his  own  head. 
Laftly,  there  are  very  few  names 
of  men  or  places  through  the 
whole  Latin  trunfiation  of  Gal- 
Lid,  but  which  he  has  twilled 
and  turned,  either  to  give- them 
Latin  terminations,  or  to  make 
them  agree  with  other  hiflorians, 
which  is  a  thing  hot  to  be  en¬ 
dured  in  anv  tranfiation,  when 
ah  author  is  made  to  fay  what  he 
never  intended.  With  thefe 
baftard  Latin  names,  all  the 
world  has  been  quarrelling, 
without  looking  for  the  right 
names  in  the  original,  or  know- 
ing  any  thing  ot  them  ;  and  it  is 
not  only  in  thefe  points  that 
Galfrid  has  (lipped,  but  in  abun¬ 
dance  of  other  things,  too  many 
to  be  mentioned  in  the  compafs 
of  a  letter  ;  but  if  made  public, 
would  (fop  the  current  of  abufe, 
which  Tyfiilio,  the  author  of 
this  hiftory,  fuffers  from  perfons 
that  are  mere  ftrangers  to  his 
name  and  character.  Add  to 
this,  that  the  three  printed  edi¬ 
tions  of  Galfrid  were  made  in 
foreign  parts ;  two  in  France, 
and  one  in  Germany,  where  none 
of  the  publifhers  had  the  lead 
knowledge  of  the  Britifh  names, 
or  the  language ;  and  they  not 
only  greatly  di (agree  with  one 
another,  but  with  all  the  MS. 
Latin  copies  of  Galfrid,  which 
I  have  feen,  and  were  bad  enough 
before,  and  in  almoft  every 
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thing  difagree  with  the  Britifh 
original. 

Tyfiilio  was  a  bifhop  in  great 
renown  iri  W ales,  and  was  fon 
of  Brochwel  Yfcithrog,  prince 
of  Powys,  and  his  name  was 
held  in  fuch  veneration,  that  no 
lefs  than  fix  churches  in  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  W ales  have  been 
dedicated  to  him,  or  erefied  by 
him,  and  bear  his  name  to  this 
day.  For  this  reafon  the  WeKh 
cannot  help  wondering  at  the 
partiality  of  fuch  writers,  as  (et 
up  a  few  obfcure  monks  against 
the  authority  of  this  venerable 
author,  and  defpife  his  works, 
only  bec.aufe  they  do  not  under¬ 
hand  him.  This  is  ufage  not 
to  be  met  with  among  the  living, 
and  why  fhould  it  be  given  the 
dead,  who  cannot  anfwer  for 
them  (elves  ? 

Let  this  hiftory  be  translated 
into  Englilh  from  the  Welfii 
original,  and  taken  in  its  true 
light,  making  fome  fmall  allow- 
ances  for  the  Britifti  phrafe, 
which,  like  the  Eallern  lan¬ 
guages,  is  too  pompous  for  the 
Englilh  tafte.  I  fee  nothing  in 
it  but  what  may  very  well  pafs 
with  a  candid  Englilh  reader,  as 
it  doth  in  W ales,  as  a  national 
ancient  hiftory  of  Britain,  equal 
to  molt  we  have  in  any  other 
language,  of  the  origin  of  na- 
tions  ;  for  at  bell  they  are  all  in¬ 
volved  in  darknefs,  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  Mofcs  excepted,  and 
furely  the  ancient  received 
traditions  of  any  nation  are 
far  preferable  to  any  modern 
gueffes. 

Many  paffages  in  this  ancient 
hiftory  may  be  corroborated  bv 
A  a  old 
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old  manufcripts,  infcriptions,  and  thole  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
coins,  of  which  Engiifh  writers  Sciences  at  Paris. 


know  very  little  or  nothing; 
and  whereas  your  correfpondent 
wants  to  know,  where  thefe  very 
ancient  manufcripts  and  autho¬ 
rities  are  repofited,  let  him  read 
Mr.  Edward  Liwyd’s  Arch.  Brit. 

Tit.  7.  where  an  account  is 
given  of  all  the  MSS.  Mr. 

Lflwyd  had  met  with  ;  but  there  __ —  ~ 

are  feveral  more  in  the  hands  of  him.  Neither  truth  nor  tea  on 


All  that  1  am  afraid  of  is,  that 
we  fhall  draw  fo  many  Englifh 
Antiquaries  about  our  ears,  by 
ffarting  thefe  mountain  antiqui¬ 
ties,  that  we  (hall  be  borne  down 
with  the  noife,  like  a  poor  fel¬ 
low  with  a  good  caufe,  whofe 
rich  antagonift  had  feed  all  the 
council  on  the  circuit  againlt 


antiquaries,  and  other  perlons 
all  over  Wales,  befides  large 
colleftions  in  England,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  poffieffion  of  the  earl 
of  Macclesfield,  and  the  Cym- 
mrodorion  Society  in  London. 
So  far  rheumatic  pains  or  the 
gout  will  let  me  write,  and  let 
this  fufhce  lor  the  prefent. 

I  am, 

Your  moll  humble  fervant. 

Lewis  Morris. 
Penbryh ,  April  22, 1760. 


The  fame  to  the  fame . 
Dear  Sir, 

Penbryn ,  May  9,  1760. 


can  withftand  the  madnefs  oi  a 
mob,  compofed  ol  all  languages, 
and  all  manner  of  learning.  It 
requires  the  learning  ol  a  Sel- 
den  or  an  Ufher,  to  Hop  the 
current  of  fuch  a  monllrous 
flream,  and  to  bring  truth  into 
its  old  channel.  II  fuch  a 
perfon  as  you  had  a  paper  war 
with  fo  powerful  a  party,  you 
could  call  to  your  aid  Homer, 
Heliod,  Pindar,  &c.  whofe  very 
names  would  make  a  London 
bookfeller  tremble  ;  but  there 
is  a  fet  of  thofe  people  in  Lon¬ 
don,  engaged  in  the  publication 
of  Camden’s  Britannia,  as  rich 
as  Jews, who  would  fearch  all  the 
garrets  in  town  for  writers,  ii 
their  darling  Diana  of  the  Ephe- 
fians  were  touched,  and  they 
would  mind  no  more  to  hear  of 
Taliefm,  Aneurin,  and  the  Tri- 
ades,  than  il  they  were  Hotten¬ 
tots  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  ;  and  would  get  affidavits 
inferted  in  the  public  papers, 


Have  you  heard  what  fuccefs 

my  reveries  had  in  converting  A  A  A 

the  D  oft  or  and  his  friend  from  that  thefe  were  mere  infidels  that 
the  Camdenian  faftion  ?  I  am  came  over  with  the  Eafl  India 
now  at  my  leifure  hours  draw-  fhips,  to  the  great  danger  ol  the 
ing  up  fome  heads  on  the  fame  church  and  confiitution.  You 
fubjeft,  for  the  Cymmrodorion  then,  who  have  fuch  powerlul 
Society,  who  talk  of  publifhing  auxilliaries  Irom  the  courts  of 
fome  memoirs,  in  the  nature  of  Greece  and  Italy  at  your  back, 

fhould 
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fhould  break  the  ice,  in  publifh- 
ing  fomething  on  this  head,  and 
I  with  you  would.  You  will  fee 
in  reading  Camden’s  Britannia, 
room  enough  to  animadvert  up¬ 
on  him,  without  any  great  flock 
or  Britifh  Antiquities.  A  Cam- 
bro-Briton,  with  a  fharp  eye 
and  a  found  judgment,  would 
make  fuch  remarks  upon  him, 
as  would  make  an  Englifh  rea- 
der  wonder  where  his  own  eyes 
had  been  all  the  while.  It  grows 
late,  and  I  am  almofl  afleep ;  but 
afleep  or  awake, 

I  am  yours, 

Lewis  Morris. 


Dr.  Phillips  to  Mr.  Edward 
Richard. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  you 
for  Mr,  Morris’s  laborious  and 
learned  communications  on 
Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  by 
proving  his  giants  to  have  been 
creatures  either  of  an  ignorant 
or  romantic  imagination ;  and 
by  producing  many  powerful 
arguments  for  removing  all  fuf- 
picion  ot  fable  in  the  original, 
they  cannot  but  take  off  the  ill 
impreffion  it  had  made,  and  re- 
ftore  the  venerable  Tyffilio  to 
the  rank  and  credit  he  deferves, 
as  a  faithful  hifforian.  What 
was  faid  of  Dr.  Barrow  is  very 
applicable  to  Mr.  Morris :  that 
he  was  the  moft  unfair  writer  in 
the  world ;  for  by  exhauflincr 
every  fubjeCt  he  took  in  hand, 
he  left  nothing  for  others  to 


fay.  My  defire  to  have  my 
countryman’s  name  known  and 
refpeCted  by  one  of  the  firft  Eng- 
lifh  critics  and  antiquaries  indu¬ 
ced  me  to  fend  Mr.  Pegge,  as 
well  for  his  own  private  fatis- 
faff  ion,  Mr.  Morris’s  obferva- 
tions.  His  fentiments  of  the 
performance  I  {hall  expeCt 
Shortly  to  receive,  which  foon 
after  Shall  be  communicated  to 
you. 

Your  ingenious  correfpon- 
dent’s  account  of  Humphrey 
Llwyd’s  breviary,  and  his  trans¬ 
lator  Twyne,  is  very  clear  and 
fatisfaCtory.  This  is  the  poor 
edition  I  have  ;  his  is  fcarce  and 
valuable. 

The  editor  of  Lewis’s  hif- 
tory  is  ignorant,  and  as  it  ge¬ 
nerally  happens  conceited.  In 
his  marginal  notes  he  contra¬ 
dicts,  impugns,  and  correCts  his 
author,  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge 
in  loco.  His  treatment  of  him 
is  quite  contrary  to  that  of  other 
editors,  who  appear  to  fee  beau- 
ties,  even  in  the  imperfection 
of  theirs. 

James  Phillips, 
May  12,  1760. 


Mr.  S.  Pegge  to  Dr.  Phillips  * 
Dear  Sir, 

At  my  return  from  London 
I  met  with  your  obliging  letters, 
and  all  the  learning  therein 
contained.  Mr.  Morris,  I  find, 
is  a  molt  excellent  fcholar,  and 
a  perfeCt  mafter  of  his  own 
country  language  and  hiffory. 

A  a  2  I  could 
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I  could  heartily  defire  he  would  Mr.  Lewis  Morris  lo  Mr.  Ed • 


cither  give  us  an  Englifh  01 
Latin  t  ran  Hat  ion,  as  he  pleafes, 
of  his  genuine  and  perfeft  copy 
of  the  Britifh  hiftory ;  collated, 

as  he  tells  us,  with  various  other  -  .  .  .  . 

MSS.  adding  withal  a  feries  of  the  compliment  m  it,  which  is 
annotations  to  confirm  and  illuf-  more  owing  to  his  good  nature 


ward  Richard . 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your’s  with  the 
Doftor’s  letter.  I  thank  him  for 


trate,  and  to  dilute  and  diffipate 
the  obj  eft  ions  that  hitherto  have 
been  made  againft  him,  by  feme 


great  names. 

I  have  perufed  Mr.  Morris’s 
letters  with  pleafure,  and  return 
them  with  a  thoufand  thanks ; 
but  I  muff  be  lo  ingenuous  as 
to  add  that  I  have  alfo  taken  a 
copy  of  them.  ’Iis  true  I  had 
no  leave  for  fo  doing,  but  as  I 
mean  to  make  no  ill  ufe  of  the 
hints  therein  contained,  but  on¬ 
ly  to  keep  them  by  me  for  the 
afliftance  of  my  memory,  I  hope 
X  may  be  pardoned  in  what  I 
have  done. 

There  is  an  excellent  p adage 

about  the  giants  in  Dr.  M  il-  -  ,  „  .  ,  ,  - 

kins’s  preface  to  Dr.  Tanner’s  that  iome  Briton  with  a  heavy 

Bibliotheca,  obferving  upon  the  purfe  did  not  a  Hi  ft  him  :  n~ 

tranllation  of  the  Greek  word,  kawdd  yw  pobi  heb  J/azod;-- 


and  the  love  of  his  country,  tnan 
any  merit  of  mine.  I  know  my 
own  weaknefs,  and  have  nothing 
to  recommend  me  but  perfeye- 
rance. 

Our  friend  Evans  is  here 
now — no,  he  is  juft  gone  to  Abei  - 
yftwyth  to  bleed  for  a  fall  he 
has  had  fome  time  ago.  He 
{pits  blood  exceflively,  and  if  he 
doth  not  take  care,  it  is  ail  over 
with  him.  I  keep  him  here  on 
low  diet,  which  is  my  own  regi¬ 
men  ;  and  he  is  to  return  in  two 
days,  to  lay  our  heads  together 
about  fome  very  ancient  affairs, 
which  he  has  brought  here,  and 
which  few  people  in  the  world 
know  any  thing  of.  It  is  a  pity 


that  it  means  no  more  than  the 
original  inhabitants  of  any  coun¬ 
try.  Methmks  I  could  wifh 
Mr.  Morris  would  confult  that 
preface,  & c. 

I  am  not  a  ft  ranger  to  the  li¬ 
brary  of  Mr.  Davies  of  Lfan- 
nerch,  having  at  this  time,  by 
his  favour,  a  manufeript  from 
thence  in  my  ftudy,  which  will 
prove  of  good  ufe  to  me.  I 
add  no  more,  but  that  I  am. 

Sir,  Your  moft  obliged 
Humble  Servant, 
Samuel  Fegge. 

Whittington, 

May  2 6,  1760. 


Ef  a  ellir  yfed  yr  afon ,  ond  md 
ellir  biuyta  mor dorian.  And thefe 
kind  of  ftudies  require  a  clear 
head,  void  of  all  care  for  fufte- 
nance  of  life.  Evans  is  a  man 
that  would  do  wonders,  it  he 
were  independent  in  the  world  ; 
and  he  has  done  wonders  as  it 
is ;  though  he  is  obliged  fome- 
times  to  think  of  to-morrow. 

I  hope  to  hear  from  you,  that 
you  have  attacked  that  Gouah 
Camden  in  his  heel,  or  fome 
vulnerable  part;  and,  like  little 
David,  you  will  give  a  good  ac¬ 
count  of  him  by  and  by.  lire 

edition,  I  think,  you  have  got 

✓A’ 
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of  him  is  his  firft,  A.  D.  1585, 
where  you  have  him  unguarded, 
and  without  armour.  Begin 
with  his  Celtic  words,  which  he 
endeavours  to  explain  by  the 
Wellh  ;  and  you  will  lee  that 
he  knew  nothing  ot  the  matter, 
though  pofitive  as  he  is  about 
our  etymologies  and  antiquities. 
Why  Ihould  we  bear  abufe,  if  we 
can  defend  ourfelves  and  ancient 
authors  ?  I  am  to-day  tired  with 
poring  over  old  things,  I  may 
poflibly  fay  a  little  more  in  my 
next,  which  ihall  come  with  the 
Dotlor’s  letter  by  the  Bard, 
when  his  day  comes. 

I  am,  your’s  fmcerely, 

Lewis  Morris. 

June  2,  1760. 


The  fame  to  the  Rev .  Evan 
Evans, 

Dear  Sir, 

1 

I  received  your  kind  favour 
by  Dewi,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Gododin,  and  fomc  of  the 
Gorcnanau-  Be  fo  good  as  to 
let  me  know,  from  whence  thele 
have  been  copied,  and  whether  I 
can  depend  upon  their  being 
correft.  I  fuppofe  it  is  your 
miftake  in  writing  Breint  mab 
Bleidgi,  for  Bleidig.  It  feems 
the  Gododin  was  not  one  entire 
piece,  but  was  written  in  dif- 
tinbf  odes  ;  or  elfe  what  means 
the  preface  to  the  Gorchanau  ? 
But  where  are  the  diftin&ions  in 
the  copy  ?  I  wifh  we  had  a  cor- 
reft  one  :  I  can  make  little  or 
nothing  of  this. 


David  Jones  tells  me  of  a 
Llanerch  copy  of  Brut  y  Bren - 
hinocdd ,  in  folio  on  paper; 
written  by  Edward  Kyffin,  lor 
John  Trevor,  of  Trevalun.  I 
wifh  I  had  the  beginning  and 
ending  of  it,  as  I  took  off  the 
vellum  book,  that  you  brought 
here;  and  if  you  would  do  the 
fame  by  the  other  copies  there, 

I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  it.  By 
this  management  we  {hall  be  able 
to  diftinguifh  between  Galfrid  s, 
Walter’s  tranflation,  and  Tyf- 
filio  s  original. 

I  thank  you  for  the  infcrip- 
tion  at  Llanfor,  and  that  at  Foel- 
las.  I  dare  determine  nothing 
about  them  as  yet;  only  that 
Mr.  Edward  Llwyd’s  reading  is 
only  the  froth  of  a  fertile  brain. 
When  you  copy  infcriptions, 
cut  a  bit  of  chalk  into  a  pencil, 
and  trace  the  letters.  In  old  in¬ 
fcriptions  there  are  often  natural 
lines  in  the  (tone;  and  fometimes 
lines  worne  out,  which  muff 
be  fupplied  with  chalk.  I  fuf- 
peft  you  had  no  chalk  at  Llan¬ 
for  ;  and  that  your  EN I  ARC  FI 
may  be  Llywarch,  or  LY- 
V ARCH.  I  wifh  I  could  fee 
it.  Are  you  fure,  there  is  not 
part  of  it  covered  flill  with 
lime  ? 

I  thank  you  alfo  for  John 
Owen’s  Elegy — a  good  one — 
I  had  got  it  from  the  navy 
office;  and  alfo  Mr.  W. 
Wynne’s. 

Mr.  Pegge,  in  a  letter  lately 
to  Dr.  Phillips,  fays  that  he  has 
borrowed  a  MS.  of  Mr.Daviesof 
Llanerch,  which  Mr.  Pegge  has 
now  in  his  fludy  ;  and  which  he 
fays  will  be  of  good  ufe  to  him. 
Pray  what  can  it  be  i3  I  have 

CQll- 
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converted  Mr.  Pegge  from  the 
Camdenian  fablion  ;  and  we  fhall 
by  and  by  fee  whether  he  is  an 
ally  of  confequence.  He  is  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfied  wdth  my  defence 
of  Tyffilio  ;  and  wifhes  to  fee  a 
tranflation  of  his  book.  Mr. 
Davies  knows  fomething  of  him 
I  fuppofe. 

I  am  glad  your  fpitting  of 
blood  is  over  ;  take  care,  your 
life  is  precious,  whether  you 
have  a  fat  living  or  no.  Dont 
defpair  ;  fome  men  of  fenfe  may 
take  notice  of  you ;  though, 
even  among  the  ancient  Bri- 
tains,  canonization  went  feldom 
out  of  great  families,  as  appears 
by  Bonedd y  Saint ,  which  I  have 
at  laff  completed,  as  far  as  my’ ma¬ 
terials  reached.  I  now  plainly  fee 
that  the  Llanereh  MS.  of  Bo¬ 
nedd  is  but  a  fragment ;  for  there 
is  not  a  fyllable  of  the  Brychan 
family  in  it ;  and  but  very  little 
of  the  Caw  family.  I  have  re¬ 
duced  the  whole  into  genealo¬ 
gical  order  ;  and  they  take  but 
a  very  narrow  compafs,  I  fhall 
have  fome  difficulty  in  fixing  the 
times  of  thefe  faints  ;  for  there 
is  fome  confufion  among  them, 
occafioned  by  the  blunders  of 
tranfcribers. 

They  have  been  all  hunting 
after  the  Llanereh  MS.  of  Bo- 
nedd ,  even  Dr.  Thomas  Wil¬ 
liams,  and  the  Anglefey  Man, 
as  well  as  Thomas  Wynne,  and 
Thomas  ab  Llywelyn,  &c.  and 
have  ftumbled  in  the  reading  of 
it,  as  now  plainly  appears  to  me  ; 
and  what,  if  I  tell  you,  that  you 
and  I  alfo  have  Hipped  in  one 
place  :  I  am  fure  we  have. 

I  am  tired  now,  and  have  no 
more  to  fay,  but  I  cough  a  little 


lefs  than  I  did  a  week  ago  ;  and 
am  likely  to  live  till  winter  at 
leaf,  unlefs  fome  unforefeen  ac¬ 
cident  happens.  It  will  he  a 
hard  battle,  if  I  hold  cut  all  the 
winter.  You  are  now  in  your 
bloom  of  body  and  fpirit ;  do 
not  lofe  a  moment  ;  you  will  be 
forry  if  you  do.  God  be  with 
you,  and  keep  you. 

I  am  yours  fmcerely, 

Lewis  Morris. 
Penbryn ,  July  4,  1760. 


The Jame  to  Mr,  Edward  Ri¬ 
chard. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  pleafure  I  had  in  meet¬ 
ing  with  agreement  of  fentiments 
with  mine,  in  perufmg  Dr.  Phil¬ 
lips's  and  Mr.  Pegge’s  letters, 
has  produced  this.  1  hey  had 
no  occafion  to  apologize  for 
taking  copies  of  mine,  provided 
they  go  no  farther.  What  I 
wrote  in  my  late  letters  was  an 
anfwer  to  fome  doubts  of  their’s, 
about  our  ancient  Britifh  anti¬ 
quities,  which  was  entirely  with¬ 
in  mine  own  fphere,  and  within 
my  depth,  having  made  it  my 
f  udy  for  many  years,  and  con- 
fequently  I  ought  to  be  a  tole¬ 
rable  mafer  of  it.  Thus  having 
come  at  fuch  materials  and  op¬ 
portunities,  as  but  few  men  have 
met  with  ;  lome  lucky  accidents 
confpiring  to  bring  thefe  things 
together.  But  as  for  my  per- 
fo  rming  what  they  fo  earnefly 
wifh,  a  tranflation  of  Tyffilio  s 
Britifh  Hifory,  it  is  very  un¬ 
certain,  though  I  have  been 
providing  materials  thefe  35 

years. 
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rears.  I  thank  Mr.  Pegge  for  author,  of  whom  we  can  be 

his  hint  about  the  giants.  certain. 

What  I  write  now  is  in  a  My  meeting  with  this  manu- 
manner  out  of  my  depth,  and  I  fcript,  ot  which  I  fhall  give 
apply  to  them  as  men  ot  learning,  fome  account  by  and  by,  con- 
as  I  was  applied  to  as  a  Cam-  firms  me  in  the  opinion  I  have 
brian  Antiquary.  I  have  met  been  long  of,  that  the  people  ot 
with.  I  think,  a  Britifh  MS.  a  Germany,  and  all  the  North 


very  great  curiofity,  which  re¬ 
gards  the  Englifh  more  than  the 
W elfin.  The  Teutonic  language 
and  its  branches,  is  what  I  never 
made  my  ftudy,  except ,  by  a 
tranfient  view  of  it,  as  it  is 
pretty  much  mixed,  ot  ancient 
time  with  the  Celtic.  The  Celtic 
and  all'  its  branches,  the  W elfh, 
Erfe,  Armoric,  and  Cornifh, 
have  been  my  ftudy  from  my 
childhood,  and  for  vrhich  I  have 
the  ftrongeft  inclination ;  but  I 
never  had  proper  materials,  nor 
opportunities  to  ftudy  the  1  eu- 
tonic ;  and  the  flips  oi  Mr.  Cam¬ 
den  and  his  followers,  who  pre¬ 
tended  to  etymologize  the  Britifh 
tongue,  is  a  fufficient  caveat  for 
me,  not  to  meddle  or  pretend  to 
any  extraordinary  knowledge  in 
the  Saxon,  Danifti,  or  any 
branch  of  the  Teutonic  language, 
which  I  do  not  perfectly  under- 
ftand.  This  muft  be  left  to  the 
learned  Englifh,  the  defendants 
of  the  Saxons,  Danes,  and  Nor¬ 
mans,  who  have  MSS.  in  plenty 
of  the  Teutonic  language,  in 
their  public  libraries,  and  the 
obfervations  of  learned  men  up¬ 
on  them,  which  I  never  faw. 
This  is  an  advantage  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  antiquaries  have ;  they  are 
manv  in  number,  and  they  have 
materials  in  great  plenty,  as 
far  back  as  the  time  of  Bede, 
whom  I  reckon  as  their  fir  ft 


about  the  Baltic,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Norway,  fpoke 
the  fame  language  (the  Teuto¬ 
nic),  except  a  colony  of  Cum¬ 
brians,  that  once  inhabited  the 
Cimbric  Cherfonefus,  who  in 
procefs  of  time  mixed  with  our 
unconquered  North  Albanian 
Britons,  and  incorporated  them- 
felves  together  under  the  name 
of  Brython,  called ’by  Latin  wri¬ 
ters  Pidfi,  by  the  Englifh  Fights, 
and  by  the  Welfh  Phichtiaid; 
but  by  their  own  people  Bry¬ 
thon  ;  derived  from  the  Celtic 
Brith,  party-coloured,  as  their 
own  poet,  Myrddin  the  Caledo¬ 
nian,  teftifies. 

“  Brython  dr  os  Saefon  Bnthwyr  ai 
Medd.”  Hoianau. 

Our  Tyffilio  alfo  gives  us  a 
hint  of  this  incorporation,  and 
the  reafon  of  it  ;  as  doth  the 
Triades,  fo  that  the  Piblifh  ton¬ 
gue,  the  language  Gf  thefe  Cim- 
brian  fea-rovers,  wras  Celtic,  and 
nearly  related  to  the  Britifh, 
though  Bede,  Who  was  a  ftranger 
to  both,  thought  otherwife.  But 
the  reft  of  the  nations  about  the 
Baltic  were  certainly.  Teutons, 
and  were  as  we  find  in  old  MSS. 
called  by  the  Britains  Llyih - 
lynwyr ,  i.  e.  Llychlyn  men  ; 
and  fo  to  this  day  we  in  Wales 
call  the  inhabitants  of  Norway 
and  Sweden :  and  the  Irifh  call 

them 
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them  Lochlonnach  ;  but  the  an¬ 
cient  Irifh  made  a  diftin&ion  be¬ 
tween  fome  of  the  fea-rovers, 
which  came  from  thofe  parts  ; 
the  Danes  they  called  Dubh- 
lochlonnack ,  i.  e.  Black  Loch- 
]yn  men,  and  fome  other  nation, 
the  Finlanders  perhaps,  Fwn- 
lochlonnach ,  or  white  Lochlyn 
men.  The  word  Lochlonnach , 
among  the  Irifh,  fignifies  alfo  a 
mariner  in  general  ;  but  their 
antiquaries  don't  know  the  deri¬ 


vation  of  it  to  he  from  thofe  Loch¬ 
lyn  men's  being  formerly  mailers 
of  the  fea  ;  and  this  alio  gives 
a  reafon^why  our  old  Englifh 
writers  call  the  Danes  the  black 
nation,  and  the  black  army, 
Llychlyn  is  an  ancient  Britiih 
word,  compounded  of  Llwch 
and  Llyn.  Lun  in  Irifh  is  Hand¬ 
ing  water,  in  Welfh  a  lake  or 
pool  is  called  Llyn ;  fo  that  the 
meaning  of  Llychlyn ,  among  the 
Gwyddelian  Britains  (now  Irifh) 
the  aborigines  of  Britain,  was  a 
Jea-lake  ;  and  among  the  Bri- 
tams  who  fucceeded  them  here, 
the  lake  oj  lakes ,  which  comes 
much  to  the  fame  purpofe ;  a 
proper  name  enough  for  the 
(Baltic. 

You  know  that  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  11th  century,  Ca- 
nutus  king  of  Denmark,  who 
was  called  in  his  own  language 
Cnut,  after  many  years  infelling 
the  coaff,  and  making  ufe  of  the 

7  O 

ufual  arts  of  princes,  conquered 
England,  and  became  king  of 
England,  Denmark,  and  Nor¬ 
way  ;  and  after  many  violent 
proceedings  to  fix  himfelf  on  the 
throne,  thought  it  the  fafelt  way 
to  pleafe  the  people  to  encourage 
the  country  religion.  About  the 


year  1030,  he  went  to  Rome* 
bribed  the  Pope  with  vaft  pre¬ 
fers,  and  came  to  England 
to  do  the  fame  by  his  forts,  the 
hilltops  and  abbots,  by  heaping 
gifts  of  land  upon  them,  out  of 
other  men’s  eftates,  to  wafh 
away  his  former  fins.  I  think 
there  can  be  little  doubt,  but 
that  he  advanced  his  own  friends 
to  the  profitable  places  in  the 
church,  or  that  he  propagated 
and  encouraged  the  ufe  of  his 

O  r 

own  language,  the  Danifh,  in 
England,  if  there  was  a  conli- 
derable  difference  between  that 
dialed!  of  the  Teutonic  and  the 
Saxon  ;  and  one  would  think 
that  the  grants  he  made  to  the 
churches  were  written  in  the 
Danifh  language.  Thefe  things 
are  natural  enough  to  an  afpi ring- 
prince,  who  fettled  himfelf  by 
bloodfhed  and  force.  Some 
learned  men  think  that  the  Danes 
and  Normans,  or  Northmen, 
fignified  originally  the  fame  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  it  is  faid  that  Rollo  the 
Dane  or  Norman,  firft  gave 
name  to  the  country  called  Nor¬ 
mandy  in  France,  about  the  year 
900.  But  the  Piclifh  poet 
Mvrddin  mentions  Nortmyn , 
i.  e.  Normans,  about  the  Baltic 
above  300  years  before  this,  and 
calls  their  country  Nortmandi. 

“  Pan  dyfo  Nortmyn  i  ar  lydan  lyn." 

Hoi  an  au, 

That  is,  When  Normans,  or 
Northmen,  came  from  the  broad 
lake. — By  all  which  it  feems 
that  the  nations,  who  from  time 
to  time  mfefted  Britain  from  the 
North  above  the  Baltic,  whe¬ 
ther  Danes,  Norwegians,  FrR 
fians,  Angles,  Jutes,  or  Saxons, 

were 
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were  all  Teutons  or  North- 
inyn,  and  fpoke  the  fame 
language,  though  differing  in 
dialers,  which,  as  I  take  it,  was 
not  very  different  from  our  pre- 
fent  Englifh  in  its  pronuncia¬ 
tion.  Thefe  things  premifed,  I 
come  to  give  an  account  of  the 
MS.  which  I  mentioned. 

A  friend  of  mine  is  in  poffef- 
fion  of  a  Latin  MS.  of  the  four 
Gofpels  on  vellum,  written  in  a 
mofl  beautiful  hand,  in  the  an¬ 
cient  Britifh  letter,  now  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Saxon  letter. 
The  MS.  feems  to  me  to  be  as 
old  as  St.  Hierome’s  time,  with 
whofe  verfion,  as  in  print,  I 
find  it  to  agree  in  molt  places. 
There  is  a  note  in  it,  in  capital 
letters,  in  Latin,  which  looks 
but  modern,  in  comparifon  to 
the  book,  fignifying  that  it  was 
expounded  by  Maeielbrith  Mac- 
durnan,  and  the  book  was  given 
by  FEthelftan,  king-  of  the  An¬ 
glo-Saxons,  to  the  church  of 
Canterbury  ;  and  in  the  margin, 
in,  I  think,  a  ffill  more  modern 
hand  in  figures  -f-  92< 5,  which 
probably  was  inferted  about  the 
15th  century,  when  figures 
came  in  ufe,  I  take  the  book 


36* 

to  have  belonged  originally  to 
the  Britains,  not  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  character  (the  fame 
letters  being  to  be  feen  on  our 
ancient  tombflones  ini  Wales, 
erefled  before  the  Saxons  had 
the  ufe  of  letters) ;  but  alfo  be- 
caufe  Mreielbrith  Macdurn  was 
alfo  a  Britain,  as  plainly  ap¬ 
pears  by  his  name ;  and  you 
may  fee,  in  fome  copies  of  Gildas 
Nennius,  that  the  Cambro- 
Britifh  kings  ufed,  on  the  firfl 
coming  of  the  Saxons,  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  Mac,  inflcad  of  Ab 
and  Mab,  though  now  entirely 
difufed  in  Wales,  and  kept  onlv 
in  Norrh  Biitam  and  Ireland 
(lee  Nennius,  chap.  ^3,  Gale’s 
edition),  though  of  late  funk 
into  the  furname  there,  as  Mac- 
pherfon,  Macdonald,  &c.  So 
Ab  and  Mab  are  alfo  generally 
loft  of  lat  e,  in  Wales,  in  the 
furnames,  among  the  gentry,  as 
Pryfe  for  Ap  Rhys,  Bowel  for 
Ap  Howel,  &c. 

For  the  better  apprehending 
of  this  affair,  I  fhall  infert  here 
the  faid  note,  faithfully  copied 
out  of  the  faid  MS.  every  letter 
in  its  form  : — 


MFFIELBRID V  MALDVRNANI*  I2iTV.  TEXTV 
PER  TRIQVADRV*  DO-  DIENE-  DOEMATIZAT* 
925  A^TAETHEL^TANVZ-  ANELO  Z^EXNA 
4-  REX.  ET  REETOR*  DOR VERNENI-  METROPOLI- 
DAT*  £  FE  V  V :  • 


This  note  feems  to  be  in  the 
Saxon  charafler,  ufed  in  the 
time  of  Athelffane,  and  that  the 
■  Saxons  had  not  taken  as  yet  the 
old  Britifh  letter,  now  called 
Saxon,  though  they  had  all  or 


moll  of  the  Loegrian  Britifh  li¬ 
braries  in  their  poffeffion,  which 
they  found  in  thegreatefl  fchools 
and  colleges  on  their  conqueff, 
or  as  many  of  them,  that  they, 
in  their  firfl  blind  fury,  did  not 

deflroy. 
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Z6- 

^Ieftroy.  I  alfo  think  that 
Maeielbrith  Macdurnan  was  not 
the  writer  of  this  note  ;  but  that 
it  was  fome  Saxon,  after  the 


{lane,  about  A.  D.  900,  artel  f 
fuppofe  fince  the  time  of  Atu 
guftine,  under  Pope  Gregory  ; 

_ _  _ ^  _  but  I  find  that  the  old  Britifh  let- 

book  was  given  by  Athelftane  to  ter  the  chara&er  in  which  theMS* 
the  church  of  Canterbury,  and  of  the  four  Gofpels  was^  writ- 


who  knew  that  it  had  been  in 
the  hands  of  Maeielbrith,  and 
that  he  had  written  fome  expla¬ 
nations  in  the  margin  of  the  text. 
Now  that  this  may  be  better  un¬ 
der  flood,  the  .manufcri.pt  has 
neither  chapter  nor  verfes  ;  but 
there  are  references  from  one 
Gofpel  to  another,  in  the  mar¬ 
gin,  in,  red  letters,  done,  I 


ten,  was  about  a  hundred  years 
after  this,  taken  in,  not  only  by 
the  Saxons,  but  by  the  Danes 
alfo  ;  for  there  are  fome  grants, 
and  inftruments,  written  about 
the  year  1035,  after  king  Ca. 
nute  had  returned  from  Rome, 
on  the  void  leaves  of  this  MS. 
in  the  very  character  called  fince 
Saxon  ;  and  whether  this  grant 


think,  with  a  pencil,  in  a  good  is  Saxon  or  Danrfh,  n  there  was 
hand ;  but  a  little  different  auy  difference  between  them,  I 
from  the  book,  always  enclofed  am  yet  to  learn,,  and  hope  to  be 


thus, — | 


f - 1 


take  to  be  the  explanations'  or 
dogmas  of  Maeielbrith,  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  note.  The  mean¬ 
ing  of  which  note,  I  fuppofe,  is 
this,  Maeielbrith,  the  ion  of 


informed  by  your  learned  coi 
|  which  I  refpondents.  1  think  I  find  fome 
words  in  Cnut’s  grant,  which  I 

/lAn’t  rorn  /'m  Kor  ll  TTlPf 


don’t  remember  to  have  met 
with  in  Saxon  books :  but  I 
have  not  fufficient  knowledge  in 
the  Teutonic  language  and  its 


Burn  an,  does  worthily  expound  branches,  as  to  pretend  to  be 
this  text  by  references,  &c.  But  any  judge  in  the  matter 


Here  follows  a  copy  of  one  of 
thofe  grants,  which  Cnute  made 
to  C  hr  iff  church  in  Canterbury, 
and  which  I  prefume  wa$  enter¬ 
ed  in  the  MS.  of  the  Gofpel  to 
give  it  the  greater  folemnity 
Cnut  cyncy  7 pet;  ealle  mine 
don’t  know* what  to  make  of 'the  b  1  mine  coplaf.  1  mine  jepepan. 
words  per  tnquadrum  Domi-  on  ml  cepe  fcipe  pe  mpeffob 


Athelftane,  king  and  ruler  of 
the  Anglo-Saxons,  makes  a  pre¬ 
fer  of  the  book  to  the  Metropo¬ 
litan  church  of  Canterbury  for 
ever.  Iffere  I  call  to  my  aid  Dr. 
Phillips,  Mr.  Pegge,  and  your- 
for  I  fairly  confefs,  I 


num.  So  much  for  the  note  about 
Maeielbrith  and  Athelftane. 

Now  to  other  matters  in  the 
laid  MS.  In  this  letter  I  have 
given  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
chara&er  in  which  Mmielbrith’s 


apceb  p  fe  hipeb  mb  cpiftef, 
& c.  i.  e.  Cnut  cyneg  gret  ealle 
mine  B  and  mine  eorlas  and 
mine  gereffan  on  mlcere  fcile. 
the  dEthclnoth  arceb  and  fe 
hired  act  criftes  cyrceanland 


note  is  written,  was  the  Saxon  hab oath  ffieondlice,  and.  ic  cythe 
letter  ufed  by  the  Monks  of  Can-  eow  that  ic  geunan  hi  that  he 

terbury  in  the  time  of  Athel-  beo  Ins  faca  and  focna  w)  rthe 
'  *  and 
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and  gruth  brycas  and  hamfocne 
«&.  forftealas  and  infanges  the- 
offes  and  flymena  fyrtnthe  offer 
his  agenc  men  Einnam  Byfig 
and  Butan  and  of  ter  Cryftes 
Pyrcean  and  of  ter  fwa  ffala 
thegna  fwa  ic  him  to  leetum 
liaebbe,  and  ic  nelle  that  aenig 
mann  aht  thteron  teo  buton  he 
and  his  wicneras  for  than  ic 
htebbe  Crifte  halge  rihta  forgi- 
fen  minre  fawie  to  ecare  alv- 
fendnefs  ac  ic  nella  that  aeftre 
aenig  man  this  abrecca  be  mi- 
hum  freondfeipe. 

If  your  correfpondents  will 
favour  me  with  an  Englifh  tranf- 
lation,  word  for  word  of  the 
above  grant,  “  I  Cnut,  king, 
greet  all  my  Bifhops,  and  my 
Earls,  and  my  Rives,”  &c.  and 
alfo  their  opinion  about  Maeiel- 
brith’s  note,  and  the  other  doubts 
of  mine  in  this  letter,  I  fhall 
give  them  a  further  account  of 
the  MS.  and  of  the  other  inftru- 
inent  in  it. 

I  am  your’s  fincerely, 

Lewis  Morris. 
penbryn,  July  28,  1760. 


The  fame  to  the  fame. 
Dear  Sir, 

Laff  night  I  received  your’s 
of  the  2nd,  which  had  like  to 
have  gone  a  ft  ray,  like  that  to  Dr. 
Phillips.  You  cannot  imagine 
how  forry  I  am  for  that  letter’s 
mifearriage;  for  I  indulged  my- 
felf  with  a  fancy  of  receiving 
foon  fome  very  extraordinary 
anfwers  to  my  doubts  and  que¬ 


ries,  which  now  perhaps  never 
may  come;  for  I  lhall  not  have 
the  patience  to  make  up  fuch 
another  letter,  though  I  have 
the  heads  and  chief  materials  of 
it  in  my  Celtic  Remains  and  other 
places.  I  hope  Mr.  D.  Richards 
will  be  able  to  find  the  perfon 
he  gave  it  to,  before  he  goes  to 

the  d - 1,  or  elfe  I  do  not 

know  what  will  become  of  him, 
or  of  the  poor  Teutonic  grant 
either.  Welt  hail  Dyn  ajedcU 
wl,  Daw  a .  ray.. 

The  word  11  muft  not  be 
th  rown  out  of  the  dictionary, 
though  hundreds  of  others  fairly 
deferve  it.  It  is  a  local  word, 
ufed  in  fome  parts  of  North 
Wales.  There  is  a  verb  I  ho, 
which  is  in  Englifh  to  work  ale; 
and  a  veftel,  which  they  ufe  for 
that  purpofe,  is  called  Lleftyr 
Iho.  Yfed  y  czvrzu  o’r  11 ,  is 
drinking  the  ale  out  of  the  work¬ 
ing-tub.  You  afk  does  Llwch 
deferve  a  place  in  the  dictionary 
better  than  Gwy?  Gzuy  is  pro¬ 
perly  the  name;  or,  as  gram¬ 
marians  fpeak,  the  proper  name 
of  a  river,  called  in  Englifh  Wye. 
Nobody,  before  Mr.  Edward 
Llwyd,  dreamed  of  Gzuy  being 
originally  the  word  for  water; 
and  Dr.  Davies  very  feldom 
takes  notice  of  the  names  of 
rivers  and  mountains.  Mr.  T. 
Richards  therefore  fhould  have 
put  it  in  his  dictionary  on 
the  credit  of  Mr.  Edward 
Llwyd. 

Dr.  Phillips  has  too  good  an 
opinion  of  me,  and  fo  has  Mr. 
Pegge:  fuch  encomiums  are 
enough  to  make  a  vain  fellow 
ftark  mad  with  pride.  You 

know 
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know  very  well  that  they  fhoot 
vaftfy  wide  of  the  mark.  I 
know  who  were  learned  men; 

I  am  fure  I  am  not.  Such  a 
glorious  epithet  fits  only  a  Sca- 
liger,  a  Selden,  a  Halley,  a  New¬ 
ton,  Sec.  and  fuch  a  facred  cha- 
raifter  is  infinitely  beyond  my 
reach.  Na  wrtkod  dy  barch 
pan  i  cynnygier.  Rerufe  not 
thy  refpeCt  when  it  is  offered 
to  thee,  is  an  excellent  Britifh 
proverb ;  but  God  forbid  that 
I  fhould  pretend  to  fit  eafy  un¬ 
der  fuch  a  great  chara&er,  when 
I  do  not  deferve  it.  I  admire, 
and  almoft  adore  thofe  great 
lights,  and  fpirits  of  a  fuperior 
order,  who  were  really  learned 
men,  and  for  aught  I  know  in- 
fpired;  but  alas,  they  are  fo 
high  above  the  common  level, 
that  I  have  but  a  faint  glimpfe 
of  their  great  perfections. 

Your  OBavusCaJus  is  an  odd 
affair:  I  do  not  know  what  to 
think  of  fuch  cafes  of  nouns  as 
the  feventh  and  eighth,  when  the 
genius  of  the  Latin  tongue  re¬ 
quires  but  fix  different  endings, 
according  to  five  different  forms 
or  declenfions,  to  exprefs  a  word 
in  its  various  relations.  The 
genius  of  the  Celtic  and  Teuto¬ 
nic  requires  no  fuch  cafes,  hav¬ 
ing  no  variety  in  the  ending  of 
their  nouns;  and  why  fhould 
the  Latin  be  loaded  with  more 
than  is  abfolutely  neceffary? — 
I  only  write  at  random,  as  the 
light  of  nature  feems  to  direft 
xne ;  if  this  is  not  common  fenfe, 
let  me  know.  Now  I  fpeak  of 
the  Latin  tongue,  I  wifh  you 
would  inform  me,  if  ever  you 
have  met  with  any  Latin  author, 
written  before  the  invention  of 


cafes  and  nouns,  and  conjuga* 
tions  of  verbs  ?  Thefe  niceties 
were  not  known,  it  feems,  at 
Rome,  till  above  500  years  after 
the  building  of  the  city,  when 
Crates  Malot.es,  of  Pergamus, 
fet  up  a  grammar-fehool  there. 
Mr.  Edward  Llwyd,  in  his  let¬ 
ter  to  tire  biflrop  of  Herefoid 
(Archceologia  Brit.  p.  268)  men¬ 
tions  it  as  a  known  thing,  that 
at  a  certain  time,  the  Latin  verbs 
had  no  terminations  of  anty 
ent ,  unt ,  &c.  Pray  explain  .this 
affair,  and  let  me  have  your 
opinion  of  it  ;  for  nobody  can 
do  it  better,  fince  that  language 
is  mixed  with  your  very  blood 
and  animal  (pints.  I  am  almoft 
afleep,  fo  good  night;  iarewel— 
Your’s,  whilft 

Lewis  Morris, 
Pcnbryn ,  Sept.  8,  1760. 


Mr.  Samuel  Pegge,  to  Mr.  Lems 
Morns. 

Sir* 

The  great  pleafure  I  have 
received  m  pending  thofe  let¬ 
ters  of  your’s,  which  Dr.  Phil¬ 
lips  has  been  pleafed  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  me,  makes  me  very 
defirous  of  acquiring  the  benefit 
of  your  correfpondence  by  a 
nearer  way;  for  which  purpofe, 
as  the  DoCior  has  given  me  your 
addrefs,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble 
you  direftly  with  this  letter, 
without  the  mediation  of  the 
doftor,  which  is  apt  to  occafion 
a  great  lofs  of  time. 

I  remember  the  paffage  of 
Gildas  Nennius  well,  about  Mac, 
having  taken  notice  01  it  myfelf. 

I  am 
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I  Rin  very  defirous  you  would 
fend  me  at  your  lei  lure,  an  al¬ 
phabet  of  the  ancient  Rritifti 
letters,  from  thofe  monuments 
you  mention,  for  I  had  no  ima¬ 
gination  that  the  letters  of  the 
Saxons  and  Britons  were  the 
fame,  and  have  yet  fome  doubts 
about  that,  and  yet  I  am  of  opi¬ 
nion  the  Saxons  could  not 
write  at  the  time  they  came  into 
Britain.  But  then  they  had 
their  alphabet  long  before  Cuut  s 
time,  as  appears  from  their  coins, 
and  from  MSS.  allowed  to  be 
older.  Dr.  Smith,  as  I  remem¬ 
ber,  in  his  edition  of  Bede, 
makes  mention  of  a  manufcript, 
which  he  fuppofes  to  be  as  old, 
or  nearly  as  old  as  that  author. 
However  this  will  not  hinder, 
but  the  Saxons  might  get  their 
alphabet  from  the  Britons,  tor  it 
only  (hews  they  had  it  before 
the  reign  of  king  Cnut.  I  he 
queftion  is,  whether  they  pro¬ 
cured  it  afterwards  from  the 
continent,  or  borrowed  it  from 
Wales;  and  in  refolving  this 
queftion,  particular  regard  muft 
be  had  to  thofe  letters  that  are 
peculiar  to  the  Saxons,  as 
&c. 

In  refpefft  to  Maeielbrith,  I 
have  a  doubt,  whether  Do  be 
for  Dominum.  or  Deo.  If  the 
former,  it  will  be  joined  with 
per  triquadrum ;  if  the  latter, 
with  digne.  Taking  the  for¬ 
mer  to  be  the  cafe  “  per  triqua- 
drum  do  min  um,  may  mean  by 
the  afft fiance  of  the  Trinity; 
for  Triquadrus ,  you  will  find 
to  be  the  fame  with  Triquartus , 
triangular.  This,  however,  is 
the  belt  intei  pretation  I  can  give, 
though  I  muft  acknowledge  I 


have  not  met  with  this  expreflion 
elfewhere.  It  was  common  an¬ 
ciently  to  reprefent  the  Trinity 
bv  a  triangle. 

'  I  now  fubjoin  a  translation  of 
C nut’s  grant,  to  the  beft  of  my 
ability,  only  I  could  previoufly 
fay,  that  I  have  not  tranilated  the 
law  terms : — 

“  I  Cnut  greet  all  my  Rifhops 
and  my  Reeves  in  every  (hire 
that  Othelnoth  Archhifhop,  and 
the  convent  at  Chrift-church, 
have  land  in,  friendly.  And  I 
fay  that  I  have  granted  him  that 
he  enjoy  (beo  pyjVbe)  his  faca 
and  focne  and  gryth  brycas  and 
hamfocne,  and  foreftealas  and 
infanges  theoffes,  and  flymens 
fyrmthe  (To  we  are  to  read  in- 
ftead  of  fyrtnthe)  over  his  own 
men  within  borough,  and  with¬ 
out,  and  over  Chrift’s  church, 
and  over  as  many  thanes  as  I  to 
him  permitted  to  have,  and 
I  will  not  any  man  any  thing 
therein  claim,  but  he  and  his 
fervants,  by  reafon  I  have 
Chrift’s  holy  (I  fuppofe  the  word 
here  fhould  be  halze)  author  to 
forgive  my  foul  in  recompence 
for  the  land,  and  I  will  not  that 
any  man  break  this  by  my 
friendfhip,”  i.  e.  as  he  values 
my  friendfhip. 

I  fhall  be  extremely  glad  to 
receive  a  further  account  of  this 
curious  MS.  which,  as  I  fup¬ 
pofe  you  have  now  in  your 
hands,  and  though  I  am  fo  little 
entitled  to  any  privilege  of  that 
kind,  as  being  fo  little  known 
to  you  to  undertake  any  thing 
for  my  fake,  yet  I  •  cannot  help 
expre fling  a  vehement  defire 
that  you  fhould  tranflate  Tyflilio 
for  the  ufe  of  all  the  learned 

world, 
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world,  and  the  eternal  honour 
of  the  ancient  Rritifh  nation. — - 
If  you  can  be  induced  to  this 

j 

no  very  long,  nor  very  laborious 
work,  a  few  notes  added,  to 
ifliew  the  miftakes,  the  omifhons, 
and  the  infections  of  Geoffrey 
of  Monmouth,  would  give  great 
additional  pleafure  to  us  all. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mofl  obedient, 
Humble  fervant, 

Samuel  Pegge. 

Whittington , 

Nov .  21,  1760. 


Mr.  Lezvis  Morris  to  the  Rev. 

E.  Evans. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  a  long  while  fmce  I  heard 
from  you,  and  really  I  don’t 
know  when ;  for  my  long  and 
dangerous  illnefs  has  eradi¬ 
cated  all  former  tranfaftions 
out  of  my  memory,  fo  that  I 
have  but  a  very  faint  idea  of  my 
former  letters  fent  or  received. 
From  the  beginning  of  Novem¬ 
ber  to  this  time,  1  have  been 
ftruggling with  death  at  his  door; 
and  in  the  very  height  of  my 
fever,  an  accident  by  fire  had 
likely  to  have  deftroyed  me  and 
mine.  Such  fhocks  are  terrible, 
and  enough  to  deface  all  corref- 
pondence.  I  am  now  beginning 
to  be  able  to  fit  down  to  write  a 
little,  and  but  very  little  ;  for  I 
am  feverely  troubled  with  an 
afthma,  which  I  fuppofe  will 
finifh  me  one  day  or  other. 
Chwilio ,  chwiho  a  ffaelio  cael 
eich  llythyr  diwaethaf  mewn 
tnodd  yn  y  byd.  At  the  time 


.  *  I 

when  a  pleuritic  fever  knocked 
me  down,  I  was  fitting  up  a  new 
clo.fet  for  my  books  and  papers, 
and  ever  fmce  every  thing  has 
been  in  confufion,  fo  that  I  am 
as  long  finding  out  a  book  or 
paper,  as  if  I  was  in  Moffyn 
Library. 

Now  I  think  on  it,  my  bro-  v 
ther  of  the  navy  office  tells  me, 
that  you  have  lately  met  with 
two  or  three  copies  of  Brut  y 
Brenhinoedd  at  Moftvn.  I  {hall 
be  very  much  obliged  to  you  for 
an  ext  raft  of  the  beginning  of 
each,  and  of  the  conclufion,  to 
fee  if  we  can  come  at  a  genuine 
copy,  which  hath  not  been  mix¬ 
ed  with  Galfrid  or  Walter  ;  and 
ffiould  be  glad  to  know  if  you 
have  met  with  any  Britifh  books 
written  in  the  old  letter  (called 
now  the  Saxon),  befides  a  line 
or  two,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Welfh  Charter,  in  Liber  Lan- 
davenfis,  which  you  fent  me ; 
and  whether  all  that' charter  be 
not  written  in  the  fame  charac¬ 
ter,  or  any  thing  elfe  ,in  that 
book.  This  feems  to  me  to  be 
the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  that 
charafter,  that  it  was  the  one, 
which  the  Druids  ufcd,  and  all 
Britain  and  its  iflands,  before 
the  Roman  conqueff.  That  the 
provincial  Britams,  immediately 
under  the  Roman  power  took  the 
Roman  letters  ;  therefore  we  are 
not  to  look  for  the  old  charafter 
among  the  Loegrian  Britains, 
nor  the  Armoricans,  nor  the 
Corniffi.  That  the  Druids  tak¬ 
ing  their  fhelter  in  Wales,  Ire¬ 
land,  and  the  highlands  of  the 
North,  the  Britifh  party  there • 
retained  the  old  charafter ;  but 
the  Roman  party  took  to  their 

new, 
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hew  letter ;  and  in  procefs  of 
time,  both  the  Roman  and 
Britifh  chara&ers  were  mixed;  as 
we  find  them  upon  fome  tomb- 
ftones  in  Wales,  (but  not  in  Eng¬ 
land)  foon  after  the  Saxon  con- 
queft.  The  Irifh  ftill  retain  their 
old  letter  ;  but  it  feems  the  Bri- 
tains  laid  it  quite  afide,  about 
the  time  of  the  Norman  con- 
queft,  or  before.  The  North 
Britains  retained  it  tor  fome 
time,  as  appears  by  thofe  an¬ 
cient  verfes,  which  Mr.  Edward 
Llwvd  mentions,  and  which  he 

J  \  . 

takes  to  be  the  PiCtifh.  The  m- 
fcriptions  on  Pabo's  and  Ieftin’s 
tombs,  are  proots  oi  what  1 
fay  ;  and  that  of  Catarnanus,  in 
Llangadwaladyr,  ol  the  mixed 
letter.  Mr.  Thomas  Carte,  who 
had  the  loan  of  the  Liber  Lan- 
dav.  fent  me  word,  that  it  was 
written  in  the  Saxon  character. 
It  feems  he  only  dipt  into  the 
beginning  of  it,  and  took  all  the 
reft  to  be  the  fame,  or  perhaps 
there  may  be  paftages  in  it  here 
and  there,  which  are  in  that 
character.  You  told  me  that  all 
the  old  grants  were  written  in  a 
good  ft  l  ong  hand,  like  my 
Cnutes  grant,  but  better  rather; 
and  yet  in  the  donation  of  Iud- 
hail,  which  you  fent  me,  I  find 
fome  ol  the  old  characters.  I 
alfo  obferve,  that  il  all  the  book 
is  wrritten  in  the  fame  ftrong 
good  hand,  it  is  not  an  original ; 
for  it  is  impoftible  to  find  perfons 
to  write  the  fame  hand  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  years  fucceftively  ;  and 
if  I  remember  well,  Sir  John 
Pryfe,  in  his. defence  of  Britifh 
Hdtory,  mentions  fome  grants, 
which  were  fcarcely  legible  in 
the  Liber  Landav.  in  his  time ; 


and  yet  you  fay,  that  there  are 

J  m  J  Jm  _  .  _ 

donations  therein  down  to  buhop 

A 

Herwaldus,  about  1104.  Doth 
not  that  fhew  that  the  book  is 
only  a  copy,  taken  alter  the 
Norman  conqueft,  with  fome 
notes  ol  later  date  ? 

Set  me  right  in  thcfe  things ; 
for  I  am  at  an  entire  lofs  about 
them.  This  is  all  I  haveleifure 
to  write  at  prefent,  and  fhould 
be  glad  to  hear  from  you— 
who  am, 

Your’s  fmcerely, 

Lewis  Morris. 
Paibryn ,  Feb.  4,  1761. 


\ 

Mr.  L.  Morris  to  Mr.  S.  Ptggc* 
Sir, 

t 

Yours  of  Nov.  2i,  came  here 
by  poll  in  the  beginning  ol  De¬ 
cember,  at  which  time  I  was  in 
the  height  oi  a  pleuritic  fever, 
which  has  almoft  done  my  bu fi¬ 
ne  fs.  I  knew  nothing  of  your 
letter,  nor  oi  any  thing  elfe,  for 
a  good  while  after  ;  and  my  im¬ 
patience,  wThen  my  head  began 
to  fettle,  threw  me  into  a  re¬ 
lap  fe,  which,  with  an  afthma,  I 
was  fubjeCl  to,  and  an  accident 
by  fire  wrhich  had  like  to  have 
deftroyed  me,  brought  me  fa 
low,  that  I  hall  be  fit  for  no¬ 
thing  till  the  heat  ol  fummer  re¬ 
vives  me,  with  the  vegetables 
of  our  climate.  I  have  hardly 
ftrength  to  hold  my  pen,  and 
cannot  fit  in  a  place  with 
eafe  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
together :  and  yet  I  recover 
fiowly.  This  is  the  prefent 
ftate  of  my  crazy  conflitution, 

which 


36S  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1795. 


which  will  excufe  my  filence 
hitherto. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you 
for  your  kind  letter,  and  the 
deft  re  you  Ihew  to  have  me  as  a 
correfporident.  It  is  an  honour 
done  me,  and  far  more  than  I 
defire,  for  what  little  ftock  of 
knowledge  1  have  attained  to, 
was  in  a  manner  by  dint  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  my  education,  as  to  lan¬ 
guage,  was  not  regular,  and  my 
mailers  were  chiefly  fycamoie 
and  alh  trees,  or  at  belt  a  kind 
of  wooden  mailers.  What  pro- 
prefs  I  made  that  way  is  much 
impaired  lor  want  oi  practice 
and  correfponding  with  men  oi 
letters.  Public  affairs,  as  an  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  revenue,  have  taken 
up  the  moll  valuable  part  oi  my 
time,  fo  that  1  am  rnyfeli  fur- 
prifed  that  I  have  kept  any  thing 
in  my  memory.  I  have  been 
employed,  firft  in  the  cuftoms, 
and  fait  duties,  then  by  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  to  take  an  hydrogra¬ 
phical  furvey  of  the  coal!  ot 
Wales,  a  fmall  part  of  which 
was  publifhed  A.  D.  174^  ^ 

was  afterwards  employed  by  the 
Treafury  in  different  affairs, 
which  took  up  the  chief  part  ol 
my  time  for  fome  years,  as  land 
furveyor  of  the  king  s  land  le- 
venue,  colle&or  of  the  culloms 
at  Aberdyvi,  and  fuperintendant 
of  the  king’s  mines  in  Wales.  I 
mention  thefe  things  for  your 
information,  that  you  may  not 
expefl  too  much  from  me  ;  for 
what,  indeed,  can  be  expe&ed 
from  a  perfon  thus  tolled  about 
ill  the  world  ;  and  I  find  you 
have  too  good  an  opinion  of  me. 
The  Engiffh  tongue  is  as  much 


a  foreign  language  to  me  as  the 
French  is  :  we  have  whole  pa- 
rilhes,  in  the  mountainous  parts 
of  Wales,  where  there  is  not  a 
word  ol  Englilh  fpoken.  I  have 
feen  boys  in  the  Latin  fchools, 
who  could  not  fpeak  or  exprefs 
themfelves  properly  in  Englilh  ; 
wonder  not  then,  Sir,  if  you 
find  many  Welfhifms  in  my 
letters ;  and  pardon  them  as 
flips,  which  I  do  not  fee.  1  he 
Englilh,  I  think,  is  one  of  the 
mo  ft  difficult  languages  in  the 
world,  though  it  may  be  the  molt 
beautiful  and  expreffive.  W hat 
little  fkill  I  had  in  other  lan¬ 
guages  is  grown  rnjly  ;  nor  do  I 
think  it  worth  my  while  now  to 
retrieve  it,  as  I  have  one  foot  m 
the  grave.  Formerly  mufic  and 
poetry  have  robbed  me  of  much 
of  my  time,  from  which  I  re¬ 
ceive  no  profit.  I  thought  this 
account  of  myfelf  might  not  be 
difagreeable,  or  at  halt  imperti¬ 
nent,  as  I  am  an  entire  ftranger 
to  you,  and  fcarcely  known  in 
the  public  world.  1  his  has 
brought  into  my  mind  the  ftory 
of  the  bad  fign-painter,  who  was 
obliged  to  write  over  his  draw¬ 
ings,  this  is  a  horfe,  this  is  a 
cock,  &c.  But  I  fhould  have 
told  you  alfo  now,  I  am  in  nd» 
public  bufmefs,  except  fuperin¬ 
tendant  of  the  king’s  mines, 
without  a  falary  ;  and  that  fall¬ 
ing  out  with  fome  of  our  lead¬ 
ing  men,  I  have  retired  into  a 
little  villa  of  my  own,  where 
my  garden,  orchard,  and  farm, 
fome  fmall  mine-works,  take  a 
good  part  of  my  time,  and  a 
knowledge  in  phyfic  and  fur- 
gery,  which  brings  me  the  vifits 

of 
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bf  the  poor  ;  botany  having  been 
Vny  favourite  ftudy,  is  now  of 
life  to  than.  Natural  philofo- 
phy  and  mathematics  have  taken 
up  much  of  my  attention  irom 
my  childhood ;  and  I  have  a 
tolerable  cblleftion  of  foflils, 
fhells,  Sec.  from  moil  parts  of 
the  world,  and  a  valuable  col¬ 
lection  of  ihftrmnents  and  ap¬ 
paratus  on  that  head.  Models 
and  engines  alfo  have  taken  up 
'a  part  of  my  thoughts.  In  this 
branch  of  mechanics  I- have 
made  fome  improvements,  be¬ 
yond  what  has  been  publifhed  on 
that  fubjeCi  in  Britain  or  France. 
My  knowledge  in  coins  is  but 
flender,  and  my  collection  very 
{mall,  and  hot  worth  talking 
of ;  this  part  of  the  world  af¬ 
fording  but  lew.  I  have  fbme 
inferiptions  found  upon  hones, 
that  are  curious ;  as  alfo  fome 
Britifh  weapons.  My  collection 
of  books  is  not  large,  and  they 
are  chiefly  natural  hiftory,  ma¬ 
thematics-,  and  antiquities  of  Bri¬ 
tain. 

But  what  has  taken  up  my 
chief  attention,  for  a  good  while 
paft  is,  making  additions  to  Dr. 
Davies’s  Britifh  Latin  Dictio¬ 
nary  ;  and  alfo  another  Dictio¬ 
nary,  entirely  my  own,  On  the 
plan  of  Marcni,  which  has  taken 
lip  my  fpare  hours  for  many 
years.  I  call  it  Celtic  Remains , 
or  the  ancient  Celtic  empire  de- 
feribed,  in  the  Englifh  tongue ; 
being  a  biographical,  critical, 
hiftorical,  etymological,  chro¬ 
nological,  and  geographical  col- 
leftion  of  Celtic  materials,  to¬ 
wards  a  Britifh  Hiftory  in  an¬ 
cient  times,  in  two  parts ; 


The  firft  containing  the  an¬ 
cient  Bntijh  and  Gduhjh  names 
of  men,  places,  a&ions,  &c.  in 
an  alphabetical  order,  wherein 
not  only  tho  true  and  real  Celtic 
names  are  difeufted,  in  the  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  orthography, 
proved  from  Britifh  authors ^ 
and  the  prefent  names  of  placesj 
See.  but  alfo  the  miftakes  and 
errors,  whether  wilful  or  acci¬ 
dental  of  the  feveral  writers, 
who  have  treated  of  the  ancient 
affairs  of  Britain,  in  any  lan¬ 
guage,  are  explained  and  recti¬ 
fied.  This  is  a  laborious  and 
great  work. 

The  fecond  part  containing 
the  latinized  Celtic  names  of 
men  and  places,  ufed  by  Latin 
writers,  who  have  modelled  and 
twifted  them  to  their  own  lan¬ 
guage,  with  an  attempt  to  ftiew 
what  they  were  in  the  original 
Celtic ;  by  comparing  them  with 
ancient  hiftory,  and  the  language 
of  the  principal  branches  or  di¬ 
alects  of  that  people  :  the  Britifh 
or  Welfh,  the  Irifh,  the  Ar^ 
inoric,  and  the  Cornifh.  This 
part  is  in  a  great  meafure  ety¬ 
mological,  where  fancy  has  her 
fwing,  though  kept  within 
bounds  as  much  as  pofiiblei 

Welfh  poetry,  about  twenty 
years  ago,  fwam  upon  the  fur- 
face  above  the  reft  of  my  ftore* 
though  now  funk  very  low ; 
and  ever  ftnee  I  made  fome 
figure  that  way,  my  countrymen 
have  thought  proper,  from  time 
to  time,  to  defire  my  approba¬ 
tion  of  their  performances,  be¬ 
fore  they  (hewed  them  to  the 
world.  But,  God  help  us,  how 
low  are  we  fallen  from  the  dig- 
B  b  nity 
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ni  y  of  the  ancients  !  I  wifh  we 
had  fome  body  equal  to  tne  tafk, 
that  would  undertake  a  Latin 
\,T erfion  of  fome  of  our  old 
BTifh  Poets.  We  are  but  a 
handful  of  people  in  Wales,  and 
learning  is  at  fuch  a  low  ebb 
here,  and  of  fo  little  credit,  that 
as  foon  as  a  young  man  can 
read  and  write,  he  runs  up  to 
London,  where  he  is  mod  likely 
to  meet  with  encouragement : 
there  is  none  here.  Such  a  ver- 
(ion  would  make  Mr.  Macpher- 
fon  of  Perth,  blufh  with  his 
translations  from  the  ErfeBalladsy 
and  that  bombAt,  which  of  late 
have  made  fuch  noife.  1  have 
feen  a  letter  of  his  lately,  where¬ 
in  he  fays  he  could  foon  make 
him  fell  matter  of  the  Welfh 
tongue,  fo  as  to  tranflate  any 
pieces,  if  there  be  any  thing 
worth  tr  (inflating  out  of  it. ;  and 
he  fays  it  is  an  eafy  matter  for  a 
perfon  acquainted  with  one  of 
the  fix  dialers  of  the  Celtic,  the 
Erfe  for  example,  to  underhand 
the  reft.  This  is  a  little  ffafhy 
and  romantic,  I  think,  or  elfe  I 
am  exceedingly  dull  :  for  I  m- 
genuoufly  own  to  you,  that, 
though,  the  Welfh  is  my  nati\e 
or  mother  tongue,  and  that  I 
was  brought  up  in  Anglefey, 
where  it  is  fpoken  in  great  per¬ 
fection,  and  admired  by  the  na¬ 
tives,  and  where  Welfh  poetry 
and  antiquities  are  much  in 
vogue  ;  yet  I  learn  fomething 
daily  in  reading  the  ancient 
poets,,  after  an  acquaintance  with 
them  for  near  fifty  years.  This 
is  chiefly  owing  to  our  want  of 
good  dictionaries :  Dr.  Daviess 
Dictionary,  the  very  heft  we 
Have*  was  a  hafty  work*  and 


doth  not  contain  above  half  the 
body  of  our  language,  which 
conh  deration  hath  fet  me  this 
forty  years  paft  to  make  what 
additions  to  it,  for  my  own  be¬ 
nefit,  as  I  could  pick  up  in  my 
reading.  Mr.  Edward  Llwyd, 
in  his  Arch.  Brit,  has  done  a 
little  that  way  ;  but  all  the  reft: 
of  our  dictionaries  are  mere 
trafh  and  jack-a-lanthorn.  T. 
Richards,  whom  you  mention 
in  one  of  your  letters  to  Dr. Phil¬ 
lips,  was  not  equal  to  the  tafk  : 
he  has  taken  in  even  the  faults 
of  Dr.  Davies,  and  has  added 
many  of  his  own,  and  of  his 
correfpondents,  whole  names  he 
has  foolifhly  entered  among  his 
venerable  ancient  authors,  as  if 
Quarles  and  Cibber  had  been 
hoarded  up  with  Horace  and 
Virgil.  Richards  was  laborious, 
but  very  ignorant  and  heavy  ; 
Dr.  Davies  was  a  man  of  deep 
learning  in  languages,  n  tolera¬ 
ble  Welfh  poet,  and  a  great  maf- 
ter  of  our  language,  as  appears 
from  notes  in  his  hand-writing 
in  my  poffeffion  ;  but  he  was 
thoroughly  ignorant  of  natural 
philofophy  ;  and  I  will  venture 
to  fay,  that  he  knew  no  animals, 
except  his  own  cattle  and  fowls. 
He  tranflated  the  names  of  his 
animals,  vegetables,  and  fulfils 
from  bad  dictionaries,  in  tne  in¬ 
fancy  of  natural  philofophy  ; 
therefore  he  is  not  to  be  relied 
upon  111  hardly  an  article  on  that 
head;  and  his  book  is  like  ^  a 
child  born  in  the  fixth  month, 
Mr.  Edward  Llwyd  was  inferior 
to  no  man  in  Britain,  in  natural 
hiftory,  and  had  a  prodigious 
knack  in  languages.  His  know¬ 
ledge  in  W ellh  poetry  was  none 

at 
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at  all  ;  for  I  have  by  me  fome 
attempts  of  his  that  way,  which 
(hews  he  was  not  born  a  poet, 
no  more  than  Cicero.  I  his 
hindered  him  from  making  any 
additions  out  of  the  poets:  for 
he  had  but  a  poor  tafle  of  their 
excellencies,  nor  of  the  force  of 
the  proofs  from,  them  peculiarly : 
but  his  Arch.  Brit,  is  a  valuable 
treafure  of  the  Celtic  language, 
and  would  have  been  more  fo, 
if  he  had  not  had  fo  many  irons 
in  the  fire,  His  additions  to  Dr. 
Davies’s  Diftionary,  which  T. 
Richards,  lias  fwallowed  by 
wholefale,  are  by  no  means  au¬ 
thentic  ;  for  it  is  plain  to  me, 
the  authors,  Pryfe,  Salilbury, 
Vaughan,  &c.  had  not  put  their 
laft  hand  to  that  paper.  Ri¬ 
chard’s  Additions,  from  Dr. 
Wotton,  are  really  Mofes  Wil¬ 
liams’s,  who  was  the  DoQor’s 
afliftant,  and  they  are  in  want  of 
fufficient  weight.  I  fhall  fay 
nothing  of  his  other  additions, 
picked  up  amongfl  his  corref- 
pondents,  they  are  too  recent 
and  weak.  So  much  for  dic¬ 
tionaries. 

I  thank  you  for  your  opinion 
upon  Maeielbrith’s  note,  and  for 
the  tranflation  of  Cnut’s  Grant. 
I  don't  want  the  law  terms ;  but 
fhould  be  glad  to  have  your 
thoughts  about  the  Saxon  and 
Danifh  languages  of  thofe  days. 
Whether  they  were  not  really 
the  fame,  only  varying  in  point 
of  dialedt. 

You  ihall  have  a  farther  ac¬ 
count  of  the  old  IMS.  in  my 
next,  when  my  head  is  a  little 
fettled,  and  that  I  can  lit  to 
write,  and  to  look  over  fome 
I  papers ;  and  will  alfo  fend  you 


87* 

an  account  of  the  old  Rritifh 
letter. 

1  had  a  correfpondence  for¬ 
merly  with  Mr.  Thomas  Caite, 
for  fome  years  before  he  publifh- 
cd  his  Hiffory  of  England;  and, 
among  other  things,  lie  gave  me 
up  entirely  this  point,  about 
the  Saxon  letter,  as  we  now  call 
it,  that  it  was  originally  Britifh  ; 
but  when  lie  came  to  publifh 
his  book,  he  forgot  all  this, 
and  doth  not  allow  that  our 
Britifh  Druids  had  any  letters. 
He  has  inferted  in  his  hiffory 
feveral  paffages  out  of  my  let¬ 
ters,  without  my  knowledge  or 
confent;  one  of  whi;  h  only 
(vol.  i.  p.  33),  he  owns  he  had 
received  from  me.  This  was 
not  good  ufage;  lor  when  we 
write  letters  to  our  friends,  we 
are  not  fo  careful  of  the  diftion, 
as  when  we  write  to  the  public ; 
and  fecond  thought  may  fome- 
times  corredf  a  former  opinion. 

As  for  the  tranflation  of  Tyf* 
Clio,  you  fee  by  the  work, 
which  I  have  cut  out  for  myfelf, 
how  I  hand.  It  is  not  probable 
I  fhall  live  to  fi.nifh  any  of  thofe 
things  ;  and  am  afraid  my  chil¬ 
dren  will  not  have  that  vehe¬ 
ment  propenfities,  as  I  have,  for 
fuch  flu  dies,  and  I  fee  but  few 
others  that  have  either  inclina¬ 
tion  or  materials  for  fuch  an  un¬ 
dertaking. 

You  fee  this  letter  is  to  pave 
the  way  to  a  correfpondence, 
which  I  much  covet,  and  in 
which  you  will  find  me  open 
and  communicative  to  the  beft 
of  my  capacity  ;  and  I  hope  to 
find  you  the  fame,  making  al¬ 
lowance  for  your  correfpon- 
dent’s  want  of  abilities.  If  you 
B  b  2  4  know 
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know  any  thing  of  ever  an  old 
tranfcnpton  vellum  oi  Nennius, 
or  under  the  name  oi  Gildas, 
Nennius,  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
know,  and  remain 

Your  moll  humble  fervant, 
Lewis  Morris. 
Penbryn,  Feb.  11,  1761. 


Mr.  Pegge  to  Mr.  L.  Morris. 
Sir, 

I  am  highly  obliged  to  you 
for  the  large  account  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  give  me  of  your 
jfelf  and  your  own  life.  I  per¬ 
ceive  you  have  been  much  en¬ 
gaged  in  active  fcenes ;  but  an 
obferving  fludious  turn  of  mind, 
which  you  have  all  along  hap¬ 
pily  been  endowed  with,  would 
caufe  you,  though  perhaps  you 
could  not  be  allowed  to  Hick  fo 
clofe  to  books,  as  your  inclina¬ 
tions  otherwife  might  prompt 
you,  to  make  every  advantage 
6f  that  great  in  fight  into  bu  fi¬ 
nds,  which  thofe  various  fcenes 
have  afforded  you. 

You  had  received  an  anfwer 
long  before  now,  to  your  enga¬ 
ging  letter*  but  as  you  happened 
to  enquire  after  an  ancient  copy 
of  Gildas  Nennius,  I  was  defi- 
rous  of  feeing  the  new  edition  of 
that  author  before  I  wrote.  In 
fhort,  one  Charles  Bertram,  now 
of  Copenhagen,  has  printed  at 
that  place  the  three  following 
authors,  in  o£lavo,  Richardus 
Corinenfis,  Gildas  Badonicus, 
and  Nennius  Banchorenfis.  I 
was  in  hopes  he  had  found  fome 
very  ancient  MS.  of  this  laff 
author,  but  I  cow  perceive, 


having  received  the  book  6ft 
Saturday  laff,  he  has  only  re¬ 
printed  the  author  from  Dr. 
Gale’s  edition,  and  with  his  va¬ 
rious  readings.  He  fixes  the 
age  of  Nennius  to  A.  D.  858  ; 
complains  much  of  the  interpo¬ 
lations  of  Samuel,  whom  he 
calls  the  corruptor  of  Nen¬ 
nius,  and  in  this  his  new  edition 
has  taken  great  pains  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  mfertions  of  Samuel 
from  the  genuine  text  of  Nen¬ 
nius,  acknowledging  withal,  that 
after  all,  he  does  not  pretend  to 
have  difeovered  them  all.  He 
reckons  that  the  legends  and 
fables  in  Nennius,  as  we  now- 
have  him,  all  came  from  Samu¬ 
el’s  pen. ---If  there  be  any  tran- 
flations  in  Britifh,  older  than  Sa¬ 
muel,  this,  in  my  opinion,  would 
be  the  moft  infallible  way  of  de- 
tefting  the  interpolations  of  Sa¬ 
muel. 

I  think  it  is  pretty  plain ,  that 
either  the  Saxons  borrowed 
their  alphabet  from  the  Britons, 
or  vice  verfa ;  but  for  my  part, 
I  am  apt  to  think,  the  Saxons 
borrowed  of  the  Britons;  for 
when  the  Britons  were  driven 
out  of  Mercia,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  many,  neverthelels,  flayed 
in  the  country,  and  that  from 
them  the  Saxons  learnt  their  al¬ 
phabet  ;  however,  of  this  I  can 
judge  better,  when  I  have  the 
pleafure  of  hearing  from  you 
next,  when  I  hope  you  will 
oblige  me  with  an  ancient  Bri¬ 
tifh  alphabet  or  two.  There 
are  •  Mercian  Britifh  coins  of 
fome  of  the  latter  kings,  as  Lu- 
dica,  Burgred,  & c.  but  the  oldeft 
may  befl  be  relied  upon  in  this 
matter,  fmee  one  cannot  tell 

what 
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what  improvements  might  be 
made  in  the  after  times ,  by  bor¬ 
rowing  from  the  other  flates  of 
the  heptarchy. 

Now,  Sir,  permit  me  to  fay  a 
word  more  to  you  about  1  y fli- 
]io  ;  it  cannot  be  a  very  large 
work ;  for,  as  Jeffrey  of  Mon* 
mouth  no  doubt  has  made  many 
additions  in  his  verfion,  Tyffi- 
lio  muff  neceffarily  be  a  good 
deal  lefs  in  bulk.  If  you  would 
but  induce  yourfelf,  for  I  rauft 
not  pretend  to  induce  you,  any 
further  than  to  exprefs  my  ve¬ 
hement  defire,  to  turn  the  au- 
thor  into  Englifh ;  you  might 
add  your  notes  and  obfervations 
afterwards  at  your  leifure. 

St.  Chad’s  gofpel,  as  it  is 
called,  now  at  Litchfield,  is  fup~ 
pofed  to  be  written  1050  years 
fince,  about  the  year  700,  and 
as  I  think  in  Wales.  No  doubt 
you  have  Edw.  Llwyd’s  Arch. 
Brit,  and  in  page  5,  you  will 
find  fome  account  of  it,  as  alfo 
at  page  226.  The  Britifh  al¬ 
phabet  I  conceive  may  be  learnt 
from  that  5th  page  in  Llwyd, 
but  I  fir  all  not  trouble  you  with 
it,  becaufe  you  can  haye  re- 
;  courfe  to  another  book.  What 
I  fhall  here  do,  will  be  to  fend 
\  you  an  alphabet  from  the  Mer- 
i  cian  coins  of  Offa  and  his 
1  queen :  the  Britons  being  laft 
driven  out  of  that  kingdom. 

It  was  certainly  very  unna- 
Itural  for  the  Britons  to  take 
their  letters  from  the  Saxons, 
whom  they'  had  fo  much  reafon 
[to  diflike,  and  from  whom  thev 
1  withdrew  ;  had  they  abode  and 
jinxed  with  them,  as  formerly 
[they  did  with  the  Romans,  the 
I  Cafe  had  beep  different.  Mr, 


Wanley  in  Dr,  Hickes’s  The- 
faurus,  Tom.  ii,  p.  289.  calls  the 
chara&er  of  the  Textus  St.  Ced- 
dia  Litchfield  Anglo-Saxon  ;  and 
yet  he  acknowledges  the  book 
to  be  written  by  Britons  in 
Wales. 

1  have  a  flrong  inclination  to 
write  -to  Mr.  Bertram  at  Co¬ 
penhagen,  to  afk  for  an  alphabet 
of  the  moll  ancient  Saxon  cha- 
rafler  in  that  country  this  day- 
extant.  I  wifli  you  could  fee 
this  edition  of  Bertram's;  I 
would  fend  you  my  copy,  if  I 
knew  liovr  to  get  it  to  you.  Dr. 
Stukely,  Re&or  of  George’s, 
Oueen  Square,  has  the  difpofai 
of  the  copies  here  in  England, 

I  hope,  by  this  time,  you  are 
perfectly  recovered  from  your 
late  indifpofition  ;  I  heartily 
pray  for  the  eliablifhment  and 
the  continuance  of  your  health* 
being,  with  great  truth  and  fin- 
c-erity. 

Sir, 

Your  moff  obliged. 

Humble  Servant, 
Samuel  Pegge* 

Whittington , 

April ,  7,  1761, 


Mr.  L,  Morris  to  the  Rev .  E. 

Evans . 

Dear  Sir, 

A  perfon  told  me  lately,  that 
lie  had  feen  you  at  Hengwrt,  in 
your  way  home  from  me ;  and 
that  you  were  permitted  to  look 
over  what  MSS.  you  pleafed ; 
and  that  you  tranflated  them  off 
hand  into  Englifh,  as  if  they  had 

been 
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been  the  common  text  of  the 
Welfh  Bible. 

I  was  very  glad  of  this,  and  I 
hope  you  have  met  there  with 
the  fo  much  defired  copy  of 
Nennius,  which  has  had  the  be¬ 
nefit.  of  Mr.  Robert  Vaughan’s 
hand,  and  which  muft  be  the 
teft  to  all  others ;  and  then  we 
fliall  fee  a  genuine  Nennius 
come  out  in  Englilh,  as  far  as 
the  nature  of  the  thing  will 
bear. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  fervice  to 
you  in  this  arduous  talk,  no¬ 
thing  of  my  endeavours  fhall  be 
wanting;  and  for  God's  fake  begin 
to  tr an flate  into  Englifh,  as  Lit 
as  you  can,  and  let  me  fee  it  as 
you  go  on,  perhaps  I  may  help 
you  to  fome  notes,  or  feme  il- 
luftrations  or  other,  I  have 
Nennius  and  Tyfifilio  much  at 
heart,  and  I  cannot  oe  long  on 
this  fide  the  grave. 

Inclofed  I  fend  you  the  old 
papers,  you  talked  of  when  here. 
I  never  looked  into  them  till 
now ;  and  cannot  guefs  at  the 
author’s  quoted  therein,  except 
G.  for  Galfrid  ;  T.  W.  1  homas 
Williams,  and  H,  Lh.  Hum¬ 
phry  Llwyd.  What  is  Scr.  Sc, 
and  H.  C,  ? 

Be  fure  to  keep  up  your  cor- 
refpondence  with  that  very  cm* 
rious  and  valuable  man,  Mr. 
Percy.  I  am  afraid  that  there 
are  not  many  fuch  learned  cri¬ 
tics  in  the  kingdom, 

I  was  heartily  lorry  to  fee 
you  in  thofe  foolifh  difficulties, 
when  you  were  here  laft.  For 
heaven’s  fake,  for  your  own 
fake,  and  for  the  fake  of  us  all, 
do  not  run  yourfelf  into  thpre 
Cicelies ;  but  fhew  the  world 


that  you  have  not  only  learning 
and  knowledge,  far  above  the 
common  herd ;  but  that  you  have 
alfo  diferetion  and  prudence, 
without  which  no  man  will  ever 
arrive  at  greatnefs.  Nennius 
will  fet  you  up,  out  of  the  reach 
of  little  folks,  if  you  flick  to 
him, 

I  am  your’s  fincerely, 

Lewis  Morris, 
Penbryn ,  June  26,  1763. 


Mr.  Prejcott  to  Robert  Da¬ 

vies,  EJq. 

Chejler ,  Aug.  11,  1693, 

Honoured  Sir, 

I  fend  you  a  rude  copy  of  the 
infeription  on  the  flone,  taken 
up  here  in  the  Eaft  Gate-fireet, 
as  they  w  ere  digging  a  place  for 
a  cellar.  It  lay  with  the  letters 
downward,  on  a  fquare  flone, 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  pe- 
deftal,  about  two  feet  deep  from 
the  common  level  of  the  flreet. 
The  foundation  lay  fquare  and 
deep,  confifling  of  many  great 
flones,  all  of  the  ordinary  grit, 
or  quarry  of  this  place.  1  hough 
r^he  earth  was  fohd,  black  and 
white  afhes  were  very  plain  in  it. 
Bones,  heads,  and  horns  of  fe- 
veral  creatures,  as  the  ox,  goat, 
and  roebuck,  were  found  very 
found  about  the  foundation. 
Befides  an  unlucky  blow  with 
a  rude  ax,  which  took  off  the 
left  hand  of  the  genius,  and,  as 
I  fuppofed,  the  letter  V  follow¬ 
ing  the  figures  XX,  there  are 
fevcral  fcilTures  in  the  ffone 
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vet  the  letters  going  before  and 
following,  have  made  the  in- 
fcnption  thus  far  intelligible. 
But,  fince  the  time  is  uncertain, 

I  engaged  the  workmen-  to  an 
exabt  care  and  ferutiny  after 
coins,  efpecially  in  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  altar  ;  but  could  only 
recover  one,  and  hear  ot  and 
fee  another.  That  in  my  hands 
•is  copper,  and  the  words  on  the 
fir  ft  fide  are  fl  val  con¬ 
stantly  5  nob  C.*  and  on 
the  reverfe  Genio  Populi 
Romani. — A  genius  Handing, 
The  other  brafs  ;  and  on  the 
fir  ft  fide— Imp  Caes  Vaspa- 
si an  Aug.  Cos  TIL  on  the 
other  Victoria  Augusti  S.  C. 
A  winged  victory  Handing  f. 

It  appears  that  Conftantius  X 
was  one  of  the  Casfars  at  the 
time  of  this  altar ;  and  it  is  pre¬ 
fumed  it  mull  have  been  eretled 
in  the  time  betwixt  Aurelius 
and  Conftantine  ;  but  fince  Lon¬ 
ginus  §  was  of  no  higher  poft,  I 
fear  he  will  fcarcely  be  met 
with  in  hiftory ;  yet,  it  you. 


Sir,  will  pleafe  to  recreate  your* 
felf  on  this  difficulty,  I  will  not 
defpair  of  (what  is  moft  confi- 
derable  in  it)  the  fixing  of  the 
time  and  the  emperors. 

Many  ounces  of  old  Englifh 
coin  have  been  lately  brought  to 
the  Goldfrniths.,  who  melted 
them  prefently  for  the  excellent 
fiver's  fake.  I  have  fee  a  a  few 
which  efcaped,  and  they  feemed 
to  be  (hillings  and  four  pencesf; 
fome  coined  at  London,  fome  at 
York,  others  at  Dublin,  others 
at  Waterford  ;  and  moft  of  them 
of  Edward  III.  I  fear  very  few 
are  now  recoverable;  for  at 
this  jundfure,  with  the  Roman 
altar,  thofe  which  efcaped  the 
fire  were  fnatched  up  by  feveral 
for  Roman  coins,  which  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  pafs  at  an  extravagant  rate 
in  Chefter. 

I  am,  honoured  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
Henry  Prescott, 


*  This  coin  is  of  the  father  of  Conftantine  the  Great ;  it  was  coined  between  A.D* 
e93,  Mar.  i,  and  A.  D.  305,  May  1.— R.  Davies. 

i  Coined  in  A.  D.  71. — Davies. 

i  A.  D.  Mar.  1,  Conftamine  and  Galere  were  made  Caefars,  when  this  Conftan¬ 
tius  was  made  Caefa-r,  the  Augufti  were  Dioclefian  and  Maximian.  They  were  the 
Aucrufti  on  this  Altar.  A.  D  295,  he  came  firft  info  Britain  ;  A.  D.  y  5-  May  “e 
Wa7  made  Auguftus.  Between  thefe  two  years  this  aitar  was  erected,  il  the  com 
was  put  there  at  the  ere&ing  of  it,  as  fuch  things  were  commonly  done. 

k  The  Flavii  Longini  were  a  very  noble  family,  mentioned  from  the  year  A.  D. 
160,  downward,  and  the  D.gefts  III.  5.  6.  and  XLIX.  9.  .  the  laft  that  I  tread  ot 
that  family  was  Conful,  A.  D.  436.  There  was  a  Flav,  Honginus,  •  *  49  “ 

A.  Davies , 

c  The  fhillings  were  groats  *,  the  four  pences  were  pence.  No  fhillings  ^cre  ever 
coined  till  Henry  VII.— li%  Davies. 
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A  Delineation  of  the  Altar ,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  Letter , 


p^i ft  ^flf  uu 


) 

\ 


i 


PRO  SAL  DOMIN 
ORVM  NN  IN VI 
Cl  ISSIMORVM 
AVGG  GENIO  L°CI 
FLA VI VS  LONG. ...  > 

TRIB-  MIL  LEG  XX—  \ 
— LONGINVS  FIL 
El  VS  f  DOMO 
SAM  OSATA 

v  s. 


In  the,  bottom  of  the  Cotyla, 
upon  the  top  of  the  altar,  there 
Is  the  face  of  a  man  or  genius. 
On  the  right  fide  is  a  genius 
with  a  Cornucopia  in  his  right 
hand,  the  other  cut  off. 


On  the  left  fide  a  pot  of 
flowers. 

The  altar  is  two  feet  nine 
inches  in  length,  twenty  inches 
in  breadth,  and  nine  inches  in, 
thicknefs, 

4  5  1. 


WELSH 


WELSH  INDIANS. 


IN  the  interior  parts  of  North 
America,  moftly  weft  of  the 
pver  Miftiftippi,  people  have 
been  difcovered  at  various  times, 
of  a  white  complexion,  and  dif¬ 
fering  in  their  habits  of  life  from 
the  general  race  of  tire  Indians 
of  that  continent;  and  many 
travellers,  who  take  notice  of 
them,  affert  that  their  language 
h  the  fame  as  fpoken  by 
Welfhmen,  who  have  been  feen 
converfmg  with  them  at  feveral 
interviews. 

Thefe  accounts,  however  ex¬ 
traordinary  they  might  feem, 
agreed  fo  exaftly  with  one  ano¬ 
ther,  as  to  the  points  they  rela¬ 
ted  to,  that  two  perfons  intereft- 
ed  tlremfelves,  about  five  years 
ago,  in  making  a  collection  of 
every  thing  they  could  find  faid 
upon  the  fubjedi.  I  he  refult 
of  which  was,  the  bringing  toge¬ 
ther  the  accounts  of  upwards  of 
leventy  different  perfons.  From 
this  the  faft  appeared  fo  convin¬ 
cingly  eftablifhed,  that  a  young 
man  named  John  Evans,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Caernarvonfhire,  was  in¬ 
duced  to  form  the  refolution  of 
attempting  a  complete  difeovery 
of  the  people,  called  indifferent¬ 
ly  by  the  traders,  White  Indians , 
Civilized  Indians ,  and  Weljh 
Indians .  He  went  oyer  to 
America  for  that  purpofe,  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1793’  an^ 
has  fince  began  his  voyage  up 
the  river  Miffouri,  but  the  re- 


fult  of  his  enterprize  is  not  yet 
known. 

Since  the  colledlion  before 
mentioned  was  fmifhed,  there 
have  been  additional  accounts 
tranfmitted  from  America,  from 
which  the  two  following  ones 
are  feledted,  as  the  moll  inter- 
eftinsu 

O 

A  Document  fent  by  the  Mora¬ 
via  n  MiJJionaries  to  the  Bre¬ 
thren  in  London. 

At  Poft  Vincennes,  on  Wa- 
baflr,  September  1792,  being  in 
company  with  a  number  of 
French  and  Americans,  and  the 
fubjedf  turning  upon  the  Welflt 
Indians,  I  afked  the  following 
queftions,  which  were  anfwered 
by  Capt.  Majet,  a  refident  on 
Illionois  river. 

O.  Are  there  indeed  fuch  a 
people  as  White  Indians  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  do  they  refide  ? 

A.  About  three  hundred 
leagues  up  the  Miffouri  river. 

Q.  Is  any  body  prefent,  or 
in  this  place,  that  has  ever  feen 
any  of  them  ? 

A.  Yes;  a  great  many  French 
traders  have  feen  them,  and 
fome  of  us  who  are  here  prefent. 

Q.  Has  any  one  of  you  been 
at  their  towns  ? 

A.  No ;  they  are  a  wander¬ 
ing  people,  and  it  would  be  dan¬ 
gerous  to  go  among  them,  on 

account 
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account  of  other  Indian  nations, 
who  are  conftantly  at  war  with 
them. 

O.  Where  have  you  feen 
them  then  ? 

A.  As  prifoners  with  other 
Indians,  and  kept  as  Haves. 

Q.  Could  any  of  you  fpeak 
with  them  ? 

A.  Yes,  by  interpreters. 

Q.  What  account  do  they 
give  of  thernfelves  ? 

A.  They  fay  their  fore-fa¬ 
thers  came  from  afar  off,  and 
croffed  a  great  water,  but  were 
driven  about  from  one  place  to 
another  by  the  natives. 

O.  Did  any  one  among  you, 
ever  hear  that  they  had  any  pa¬ 
pers,  books,  &c.  ? 

A.  Yes,  they  fay  they  have 
books  from  their  fore-fathers ; 
they  cannot  read  them,  but  pre¬ 
fer  ve  them  as  a  great  treafure. 

O.  What  do  they  live  by? 

A.  Hunting,  like  other  In¬ 
dians. 

O.  Of  what  com 

"'W 

they  ? 

A.  The  fame  as  you  and  we  are. 
O.  What  is  the  colour  of 
their  hair  ? 

A.  Some  black,  feme  white, 
and  fome  even  red. 

O.  Do  you  really  fuppofe 
thefe  to  be  a  people  from  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  from  W ales  ? 

A.  Whence  they  originally 
came  we  do  not  know,  but  they 
certainly  are  different  from  the 

J  ,  m 

other  natives.  •  Some  believe 
them  to  be  anciently  from 
France. 

O.  What  reafon  have  you  to 

„  J 

believe  them  defendants  from 
the  French  ? 


plexion  are 


A.  Becaufe  the  French  were 
very  early  in  the  country. 

O.  Can  any  of  thole  you 
have  feen,  underhand  or  fpeak 
French  ? 

A.  No. 

O.  Is  there  no  poffibility  of 
penetrating  that  country,  and  ar¬ 
riving  at  their  camps  ? 

A.  When  the  Indians  from 
the  eaff  fide  of  the  Miffiffippi  go 
into  that  country,  to  fetch  that 
red  marble  ftone  for  tobacco 
pipes*,  they  muff  get  it  by 
health  ;  for  if  they  are  caught  at 
it,  they  are  put  to  death.  Be- 
fides  this,  the  Spaniards,  who 
have  mines  in  that  quarter,  keep 
a  good  look  out  after  hrangers. 

O.  But  if  a  perfon  was  to 
make  intereh  with  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  and  they  ufed  their  influ¬ 
ence  with  the  Indians,  might 
not  fuch  perfon  be  fafe  ? 

A.  No;  jealoufy  and  fufpi- 
cion  prevail  among  them  beyond 
defcription. 

At  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  I  met 
and  travelled  with  a  worthy  gen¬ 
tleman,  named  Sebahian,  who, 
as  we  were  one  day  fpeakmg  of 
the  Welfh  Indians,  informed  me 
that  there  was  now  living  in 
Kentucky  a  man  of  good  cha¬ 
racter,  who  had  been  taken  pri¬ 
soner  by  the  Indians,  and  was  fold 
or  tranfported  from  nation  to 
nation,  on  and  up  the  Miffouri, 
for  thirteen  years  together,  and 
in  that  time  had  frequently  been 
among  thefe  people,  and  decla¬ 
red  it  to  be  a  faff,  that  there 
were  fuch  people,  and  that  they 
had  books,  though  they  could 
not  read  them. 

( Signed  J  John  Hockenw  adder , 


*  Mr.  II.  had  one  of  thefe  pipes  in  his  hand  at  the  time, 

3 


n 


WELSH 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Preichel  of 
Nazareth  in  Fennfyl vania,  adds  : 

Mr.  Hockenwaelder  is  re- 
quefted  by  the  fecretary  of  war, 
to  a  ill  ft  at  a  treaty  which  will 

J 

be  held  this  fpring  or  fummer 
with  the  hoftile  Indians,  to  the 
north  weft  ot  the  Ohio.  1  he 
place  tor  this  treaty  is  fixed  on 
the  river  Sandufky,  near  lake 
Erie.  It  is  expected,  that  the 
Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
the  commandant  of  Detroit,  will 
attend  this  treaty.  It  Mr.  Hoc¬ 
kenwaelder  goes,  he  certainly 
'will  try  to  receive  more  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  Wellh 
Indians. 

The  following  communications 
upon  the  fame  fuojetl ,  under 
the  date  of  24 th  November 
1795,  were  tranfmitted  to  the 
Editor ,  by  the  Rev .  Morgan 
Rees ,  now  ref  dent  in  Phila¬ 
delphia . 

“  I  have  now  finifhcd  my 
tour  through  the  greater  part  of 
the  United  States,  the  fouthand 
north  weftern  territories ;  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  year,  I  travelled, 
at  leaft,  on  this  continent,  be¬ 
tween  tour  and  five  thoufand 
miles.  It  would  but  fpoil  the 
narrative  to  begin  a  relation  ot 
it  here  ;  fhould  you  at  any  fu¬ 
ture  period,  wifh  to  obtain  any 
particular  account  of  this  part  of 
the  world,  I  fhall  be  ready  to  re- 
late  it,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  truth. 

“  You  have  heard,  I  expedt, 
before  this  time,  that  John  Evans 
is  at  length  gone  up  the  Mif- 
fouri  river.  I  was,  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  laft  May,  within  about 
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three  hundred  miles  of  him.  I 
had  a  full  account  of  his  pere¬ 
grinations  to  that  time,  from 
G.  Turner,  one  of  the  fupreme 
judges  for  the  north  weftern 
territory,  who  faw  him  at  St. 
Louis,  north  weft  of  the  Milhf- 
lippi,  and  twelve  miles  below 
the  mouth  of  theMiffouri.  Poor 
John  Evans  had  been  imprifon- 
ed,  by  the  order  of  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  St.  Louis ;  apd  had 
it  not  been  for  the  interference 
of  Judge  Turner i  his  enterpri- 
hng  fpint  muff  have  died  in  that 
place.  Turner  pleaded  for  him 
to  good  purpofe:  he  has  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  commandant,  p air¬ 
ports  in  Spanifh,  French  and 
Englilh,  to  go  on  his  journey; 
He  has  likewife  gone  up  the 
Miffouri,  with  the  Indian  tra¬ 
ders,  with  proper  articles  to  in¬ 
troduce  himfelf  to  the  different 
tribes.  According  to  his  pre¬ 
sent  direfdions,  he  is  to  trace  the 
Miffouri  to  its  fource ;  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  burning  mountain  as 
near  as  he  can ;  to  follow  the 
weftern  waters  to  the  Pacific ; 
and,  whether  he  meets  with  the 
Wellh  Madogians  or  not,  he 
will  receive,  on  his  return,  two 
or  three  thoufand  dollars  from 
the  Spanilh  government. 

“  I  have  heard  many  addi¬ 
tional  tales  concerning  the 
Wellh  Indians: — I  have  con¬ 
vened  with  the  aiding  partner  in 
the  Miffouri  company  ;  he  has 
been  among  more  Indians  than 
any  other  white  man  on  this 
continent ;  he  knows  nothing 
of  the  Wellh  language,  but  by 
my  converfmg  in  it,  he  could 
not  fay  that  he  recognized  the 
words  or  the  idiom  among  the 

Indians 
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Indians  north  of  the  Miffouri. 
He  thinks  that  the  Padoucas  are 
out  of  the  queftion  ;  however,  I 
delivered  to  him  a  Wclfh  voca¬ 
bulary,  and  begged  of  him  to 
give  all  the  afliftance  he  could 
to  John  Evans,  fhould  he  meet 
him.  This  man  is  to  remain  011 
the  Miffouri  for  three  or  four 
years,  to  trade  with  the  Indians. 
He  has  promifed  to  write  to  me 
from  time  to  time,  and  I  do  af- 
fure  you,  it  afforded  me  much 
pleafure,  in  meeting  with  a  man 
of  his  difpohtion  and  informa¬ 
tion,  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade. 
It  is  a  confirmed  faff,  that  there 
are  White  Indians  on  the  Mif¬ 
fouri,  and  in  many  places  far 
weft  of  the  Miffiffippi.  I  have 
feen  deer  and  buffaloe  fkins, 
with  various  other  articles,  dref- 
fed  by  them  in  a  moft  capital 
manner. 

“  A  Frenchman  has  lately 
been  up  the  Miffouri  for  fifteen 
hundred  miles;  and  by  what  he 
could  judge  of  the  ftream,  and 
the  country,  that  river  muff  be 
about  two  thoufand  four  hun¬ 
dred  miles  in  length.  I  have 
feen  a  map  likewife  of  the  Mif¬ 
fiffippi,  by  afifual  furvey,  to  its 
fource.  It  is  no  more  like  the 
prefent  Miffiffippi  on  paper, 
than  a  cow  is  to  a  make.  It 
forms  an  elbow,  and  runs  weft- 
ward  long  before  it  meets  the 
line  appointed  for  the  limits  of 
the  united  Rates. 

“  Every  part  of  this  conti¬ 
nent  affords  fufficient  proofs  of 
a  more  civilized  people  having 
exifted  here  than  the  prefent 
Indians. 

“  At  the  laft  treaty,  north 
weft  of  the  Ohio,  I  had  an  op¬ 


portunity  of  converfmg  with, 
and  feeing  the  manners  of  a 
great  number  of  the  tribes. 
There  were  between  fix  and 
feven  hundred  of  them  together, 
among  whom  was  a  greater 
number  of  chiefs  than  ever  was 
feen  together  on  this  continent. 
I  began  a  vocabulary  of  their 
different  languages,  the  finifhing 
part  of  which,  I  was  obliged  to 
leave  to  the  chaplain  of  the 
army,  and  one  of  the  furgeons. 

“  I  have  heard  from  a  friend 
in  the  north  of  England,  that  an 
attempt  is  to  be  made  to  enligh¬ 
ten  the  world  with  refpeff  to 
Welfh  affairs,  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  a  Cambrian  Regifter. 
Should  it  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion,  perhaps  I  may  be  able  to 
give  a  little  affiftance,  by  rela¬ 
ting  forne  Indian  tale,  or  by  gi¬ 
ving  a  defcription  of  the  ancient 
fortifications,  mounds,  barrows, 
graves,  and  the  curioftties  found 
in  them,  on  the  Ohio  and  other 
places.  1  have  feen  fome  of  the 
fineft  chryftal  ifmg-glafs,  fome 
iheets  of  copper,  with  ftones 
polifhed  in  very  great  perfec¬ 
tion,  taken  lately  out  of  a  grave 
at  Cincinnati  011  the  Ohio.  I 
have  likewife  feen  the  ruins  of 
an  old  fort,  part  of  it  fallen  into 
the  fame  river,  the  mortar  being 
exaftly  of  the  fame  quality  with 
that  in  the  old  caftles  of  Wales* 
Several  other  articles  I  have 
feen,  which  prove  to  demonft ra¬ 
tion,  that  the  arts  were  either 
cultivated  in  the  country,  or  elfe 
the  people  muft  have  a  regular 
importation  from  other  coun¬ 
tries.” 
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STRICTURES 


UPON  THE 


HISTORY  OF  ANGLESEY, 

O  R 

MONA  ANTIQUA  RESTAURATAj 


By  ROWLANDS. 


IN  examining  many  points  of 
ancient  Britifh  hiftory,  it  is  a 
misfortune  that  we  meet  with 
obftacles  continnually,  which 
have  been  raifed  by  former 
writers,  who  were  but  fuper- 
ficially  acquainted  with  the  fub- 
je£i.  This  remark  is  not  intro¬ 
duced  to  derogate  from  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  author  of  the  work 
under  confideration,  as  a  man  of 
general  knowledge  and  learning, 
but  to  (hew,  that  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  as  well  as  in  many 
others  with  regard  toWelh  mat¬ 
ters,  a  literary  charadfer  has 
been  a  fandiion  for  eflablifhing 
inaccuracies,  which  the  learned 
world  has  refpedfed,  on  account 
of  the  writer’s  fame,  from  the 
fuppofition  that  his  refearch  in 
his  own  language  might  be  equal 
to  his  general  erudition.  To 
clear  up  lome  of  the  molt  pro¬ 
minent  miftakes  in  the  Mona 
Antiqua  Rejlaurata ,  as  having 
refpedf  to  Wei  hi  hiftory,  is 
the  defign  of  the  animadver¬ 
sions,  which  I  fhall  make,  fol¬ 


lowing  the  order  obferved  in 

o 

that  book.  ' 

Of  the  etymology  of  Mon,  or 
Anglesey ,  page  19.  Mr.  Row¬ 
lands,  after  obferving  that  the 
weftern  world  was  gradually 
peopled  from  the  eaft,  after  the 
flood,  at  laft  brings  the  prime 
colonizers  within  view  of  An- 
glefey ;  who,  finding  it  the 
hindmoft  ifland,  or  the  utmofl 
corner  of  the  land  that  way, 
might  then  properly  call  it  Y 
Von  Ynys,  “  the  hindermoft  or 
furthermoft  ifland,”  or  Y  Von 
Widd,  “  the  lower  mo  d  coun¬ 
try  Bon  being  the  radical  of 
Mon,  and  fignifying  the  bafe, 
tail,  or  lower  part. 

Here  the  author,  though  a 
goodetymologiff  upon  the  whole, 
makes  ufe  of  the  licence  which 
is  a  very  convenient  one  to  fave 
the  trouble  of  learning  a  lan¬ 
guage,  amongfl  fearchers  after 
etymology ;  and  that  is,  the 
changing  of  the  word,  if  they 
do  not  know  its  meaning,  to  an¬ 
other,  which  is  familiar  to  them. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly  lie  makes  Bon  to 
be  the  origin  of  Mon ,  becaufe 
he  underifood  well  enough  the 
import  of  the  former;  but  not 
the  other.  It  requires  no  great 
knowledge  of  the  Welfh  tongue, 
-to  know  that  thefe  words  are 
diftinH,  and  that  the  change 
which  Mr.  Rowlands  infills  up¬ 
on  is  contrary  to  its  druHure, 
and  alfo  that  Mon  has  an  appro¬ 
priate  meaning,  different  from 
that  ol  Bon. 

Mr.  Edward  Llwyd,  from  a 
-few  names  of  places,  which  he 
calls  Irilh,  not  knowing  that 
they  were  alfo  purely  Welfh, 
argues  that  the  Irilh  were  the 
original  inhabitants  of  Wales. 
But  what  Mr.  Rowlands  fays, 
in  page  27,  refpebting  the  Cyt- 
ian  Gwyddelod ,  or  huts  of  the 
Wood-rangers  is  more  rational. 
For,  though  the  Wellh  call  the 
Irilh  Gwyddelod ;  they  might 
alfo  call  themlelves  fo  when  the 
term  fuited  them,  that  is  when 
they  dwelt  in  the  woods,  and 
followed  the  chafe  lor  fubfilt- 
ence. 

Speaking  of  language,  page 
36,  Mr.  Rowlands  fays,  there 
are  very  many  ancient  Britifh 
words,  which  have  no  refern- 
blance  to  the  words  of  any  other 
language,  except  the  Hebrew, 
fo  as  to  be  in  any  poffibility  ot 
being  derived  from  them ;  thus 
evin,cmg  that  the  Brrtilh  lan¬ 
guage  is,  in  its  radical  parts  at 
leafi,  plainly  aboriginal ;  for 
were  it  otherwife,  its  origin 
might  be  traced  out.  This  po- 
fition  cannot  be  eftablilhed  ;  for 
on  the  contrary,  I  conceive  that 
there  is  not  a  language  fpoken  in 
Europe,  whole  radical  ftruclure 


fhews  fuch  a  connexion  with 
others  in  general,  as  can  be 
traced  in  the  Wellh. 

The  author,  in  page  34,  gives 
Welfh  words  of  the  fame  found 
as  the  names  of  the  heathen 
deifies,  and  anfwering  to  the  ex¬ 
planations  generally  given  to 
them  ;  but  thofe  names,  as  they 
are  found  ufed  by  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  are  generally  cor¬ 
rupted  from  their  more  ancient 
forms  ;  if  Mr.  Rowlands  had 
therefore  traced  them,  in  the 
fir  It  place,  to  their  originals,  he 
would  have  been  more  happy  in 
giving  their  etymologies.  The 
name  or  Hercules  may  ierve  as 
an  in  dance  of  it.  Both  Bryant 
and  Gebelin  fhew  that  the  ori¬ 
ginal  form  of  this  name,  amongll 
the  Egyptians  was  Arched,  and 
Ourchol  amongll.  the  Phoeni¬ 
cians,  and  other  neighbouring 
nations.  The  former  traces  the 
dory  of  the  deity  fo  called  through 
the  various  atchievements  at¬ 
tributed  to  him  as  a  perfon;  but 
Gebelin  goes  farther,  and  finds 
that  Ourchol  was  originally 
an  emblem,  portrayed  as  a  fer- 
pent,  afterwards  perfonified, 
when  its  meaning  became  ob- 
feure.  Now,  that  emblem  alluded 
to  the  year :  and  the  twelve  la- 
hours,  implied  the  appropriate 
divifions  oi  the  feafons.  Thus 
the  cutting  off  the  heads  of  the 
Hydra,  which  grew  again  in 
fifty  fold  proportion,  meant  the 
cutting  the  corn  harveft.  Now 
let  us  have  recourfe  to  the  W ellh 
for  an  illudration  :  a  turn  round, 
or  revolution  is  called  Chwyl ; 
Archwyl ,  is  a  fuperior  revolu¬ 
tion,  or  chief  period ;  and  Yr 
Or  chwyl  means  alfo  the  fupenor 

turn% 
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turn ,  revolution,  or  what  is  more 
particularly  going  on  ;  alfo  con¬ 
cern,  or  employment.  Deuddeg 
Chwyl,  neu  orchwy'l  yr  Arch- 
wyl,  means,  the  twelve  turns  or 
employments  of  the  complete 
period.  Autumn  or  the  harvefl 
feafon  is  called  Hydre  in  W el Ih ; 
and  it  is  the  name  of  one  of  the 
months.  Handing  now  for  Otfo- 
ber,  being  brought  fix  weeks 
later  than  it  originally  was,  on 
account  of  changing  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  year  to  the  firft  of 
January,  from  the  winter  fol- 
liice,  which  was  the  time  that  the 
ancient  Bards  reckoned  as  its 
commencement.  From  this  we 
are  furprifed,  not  only  to  find 
terms  in  the  Welfh,  as  fignifi- 
cant  of  the  ancient  emblem  of 
the  Ourchol,  but  that  thofe  very 
terms  are  now  ufed  for  what  are 
defigned  under  that  fymbol,  and 
they  fuggefled  to  me  this  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  fable  before  I  con- 
fulted  Gebelin.  Similar  coin- 
cidencies  may  be  produced  from 
the  fame  language  with  refpetl 
to  the  greatefi  part  of  the  names 
in  the  ancient  mythology,  as  ex¬ 
plained  by  the  two  authors  be¬ 
fore  mentioned.. 

We  have  a  notable  inffance 
s  in  page  47,  of  the  vagaries  of 
etymology,  where  the  familiar 
appellation  of  Cromlech ,  or  the 
inclining  flat  Jlone,  is  turned  in¬ 
to  the  Hebrew  Czzrem-luach ,  a 
devoted  Hone.  To  have  {hewn 
!  this  affinity  between  the  two 
i  languages  would  have  been  very 
1  well;  but  to  give  up  Cromlech 
as  not  a  Welfh  word,  is  equal  to 
faying  that  flat  Jlone  is  not  Eng¬ 
lish.  The  fame  thing  occurs, 
immediately  following,  with  re- 


fpc£t  to  the  Carn  or  Carnedd; 
which  is  turned  into  the  He¬ 
brew  Keren  Nedh,  a  coped 
heap. 

Much  labour  is  be  flawed,  in 
page  55,  to  Ihew  that  the  oak 
was  peculiarly  venerated  by  the 
Druids ;  and  that  the  name  of 
Derzuydd ,  by  which  they  arc 
called  in  Welfh,  is  delayed  from 
deru’j  or  oak,  on  account  of  that 
circumffancc.  There  is  nothing 

•  ,  c? 

in  the  Druidical  maxims,  from 
which  it  can  be  inferred  that 
oaks,  or  groves  of  any  wood, 
were  held  iacred;  though  they 
might  cherifh  popular  fuperffi- 
t  ons  of  various  kinds,  as  every 
other  people  have  done,  and 
among  ft  others,  a  regard  for 
particular  trees;  but  thefe  things 
did  not  form  a  part  of  their 
fyffetn.  Let  us  examine  the 
fituations  of  the  circles  or  fanes 
of  the  Druids,  and  we  fhall  find 
that,  agreeable  to  their  tenets., 
they  were  upon  open  plains  or 
eminences,  “  in  the  face  of  the 
Jan ,  and  in  the  eye  of  the  light-” 
Such  was  Stonehenge,  on  Salif- 
bury  Plain,  the  fupreme  circle 
and  place  of  convention,  not  on¬ 
ly  for  Britain,  but  alfo  for  the 

J  7 

neighbouring  countries,  where 

.0  o 

this  religion  prevailed.  The 
names  of  Derzuydd  or  Druid, 
and  Derzo  or  oak,  are,  it  mill 
be  allowed,  from  the  fame  radi¬ 
cal  word;  yet  it  does  not  fol¬ 
low  on  this  account,  that  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  one  fhould  be  deriv¬ 
ed  from  that  of  the  other;  but 
both  are  appropriately  fo  called, 
becaufe  the  general  or  abftrafi 
import  of  the  radical  word  is  de- 
feriptive  of  the  one  as  well  as 
the  other;  that  is,  being  exalted* 

con*. 
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confpicuDus,  full  in  view,  or  in 
prefence. 

The  author  proceeds,  in  page 
58,  to  find  a  commodious  place 
for  the  principal  feat  and  habi¬ 
tation  of  the  Druids,  and  with¬ 
out  hefitation,  fixes  upon  his 
beloved  Mona,  as  furpafling 
every  other  part  in  the  Britifh 
territories,  in  thofe  advantages 
they  fought  for.  Whatever 
beauties  it  had  in  druidic  times, 
or  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Rowlands, 
now  it  prefents  a  more  bleak 
and  dreary  afpeft  than  many 
other  fpots,  even  in  Wales  ; 
and  as  to  groves  of  oak  growing 
there,  that  is  very  queftionable, 
on  account  of  the  fea-air,  which 
is  fo  unfriendly  to  that  wood. 
It  is  true,  the  poets  have  called 
it  the  Ynys  By  well ,  or  dark 
ifland ;  this  epithet  is  perfectly 
fuitable  to  it  at  prefent,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  dark  and  bleak  ap¬ 
pearance,  being  lefs  wooded 
than  any  other  part  of  Wales. 
After  fuppoflng  the '  hypothehs 
that  Mona  was  the  chief  feat  of 
Druidifm  might  be  granted  to  be 
coherent  and  rational  ;  yet  the 
author  owns  that  the  whole 
might  be  a  mere  chimera,  unlefs 
proper  proofs  could  be  produced, 
to  evince  the  hifioncal  certainty 
of  the  fa£h  After  attempting  to 
illuflrate  the  principles  of  the 
Druids  from  foreign  authors, 
Mr.  Rowlands  not  knowing  that 
the  fyftern  was  preferved  to  his 
own  time  by  the  bards  of  Wales, 


having  never  ffudicd  their  works* 
he  proceeds  to  give  his  proofs 
of  Mona’s  being  the  metropo¬ 
litan  feat  of  Druidifm,  from  the 
remains  of  circles,  cams,  and 
other  ancient  monuments  in  the 
ifland.  After  all,  what  is  the 
refult  of  his  induftry  ?  That 
there  is  hardly  a  diftribf  in 
Wales  of  equal  extent,  butwhat 
abounds  with  works  of  greater 
magnitude  of  this  kind.  And, 
if  we  were  to  compare  them 
with  thofe  in  Wilt  (hire,  they 
appear  very  infignificant  in¬ 
deed. 

The  derivation  in  page  61,  of 
Bar  del,  a  bard,  from  Pared ,  a 
partition  ;  and  of  Cozuydd,  from 
Cofwaith ,  are  as  ridiculous  as  if 
bread  came  from  porter,  in 
Euglifh. 

What  is  advanced  by  Mr. 
Rowlands,  with  refpeft  to  the 
moral  principles  and  theology 
of  the  Druids,  is  merely  an  liy- 
pothefis,  formed  upon  a  few 
obfeure  allufions,  made  by  Greek 
and  Roman  writers,  to  a  fyftem 
of  which  they  had  hardly  any 
true  notion,  except  as  to  a  few 
fuperficial  ceremonies.  But  by 
learning  all  that  is  to  be  known 
from  the  Bardifm,  as  it  is  kill 
preferved  in  WTales,  the  proper 
force  of  what  flrangers  to  it 
have  faid  will  be  very  clearly 
diftinguilhed  ;  and  by  no  other 
means  can  a  tolerable  idea  be 
attained  of  this  curious, and  in- 
terefting  fubjebl*. 


*  Mr  Edward  Williams,  one  of  the  defendants  of  the  true  ancient  bards,  and 
author  of  two  volumes  of  Englifh  Poems,  lately  publiflud,  has  been  engaged  for 
fome  years  in  colle&ing  materials  for  a  Hiftory  of  the  Bards  ;  and  his  colledhon  pro- 
inifes,  when  publifhed,  to  afford  to  the  literary  world  the  ©oft  curious  treafure 

tjiut  has  appeared  in  this  age. 
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t TTHEN  Wales  enjoyed  its 
W  own  government,  the  in- 
ftitution  of  bardifm  and  every 
thing  appertaining  to  it  received 
a  diftinguifhed  patronage.  The 
members  of  it  had  a  particular 
code  of  laws,  by  which  they 
were  regulated  and  protected. 
In  the  fir  ft  ftate  of  fociety,  we 
may  infer  that  mufic  was  a  part 
of  the  profeflion  of  a  bard  ;  but 
from  having  advanced  and  be¬ 
come  more  consolidated  in  the 
courfe  of  ages,  Minftreliy  be¬ 
came  a  diftinH  order,  under  its 
own  rules ;  yet  the  connection 
was  not  quite  diftolved,  for  the 
latter  was  ftill  confidered  in  Some 
degree  a  Subordinate  branch  of 
the  original  fyftem. 

As  the  muficians  were  legally 
made  into  a  corporate  body,  it 
may  be  naturally  inferred  from 
this  alone,  that  the  Science  of 
mufic  was  in  a  considerable  de¬ 
gree  of  perfection  amongft  the 
Welfh  ;  but,  in  addition  to  Such 
an  inference,  we  have  a  more 
direCt  proof  in  the  great  variety 
of  the  compositions  of  ancient 
times  now  remaining,  for  the 
moft  part  traditionally  preferved 
by  the  harpers  and  the  Cantor - 
ion,  or  Singers  of  Pemlhon. 


In  the  year  1100,  Grufydl 
ab  Cynan ,  prince  of  Wales, 
perceiving  that  abufes  had  crept 
into  the  inftitution  of  the  Min- 
ftrels,  Summoned  a  grand  com 
grefs  to  be  held,  in  order  to 
remedy  the  evils.  Being  brought 
up  iri  Ireland,  Grufydd,  either 
from  a  partiality  to  the  mufic  of 
that  country,  or  the  Superior 
excellence  of  thofe  of  Wales, 
invited  the  moft  celebrated  Irifti 
muficians  to  afiift  at  that  meeting* 
Here  a  revifion  was  made  of  the 
regulations  of  the  Society,  and  a 
new  ftatute  was  drawn  up  to  be 
obServed  in  future  ;  the  Science 
alfo  underwent  a  revifal,  and 
the  twenty-four  canons  of  mufic 
were  amended  and  illuftrated. 

There  is  a  moft  curious  ma- 
nufcript  in  the  Welfh  School, 
which  contains  thofe  mufical 
canons,  as  Settled  in  the  above- 
mentioned  congrefs,  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  particular  pieces,  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  principles  laid 
down.  The  book  itfelf  is  not 
very  old,  being  a  tranfcript  of 
W.  Penllyn’s  and  other  books, 
made  by  a  mufician,  named  Ro¬ 
bert  ab  Huw,  of  Bodwigen, 
in  Anglefey,  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  for  his  own  ufe.  Un- 
C  c  for- 
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fortunately,  the  notation  in  it  is 
fo  different  from  all  others, 
which  the  heft  informed  profef- 
fors  of  the  prefent  time  have 
fern,  that  there  is  no  great  pro- 
fpcfl  of  its  being  fatisfaflorily 
explained,  or  elle  we  fhould  be 
able  to  add  greatly  to  the  ftore 
of  ancient  Britiffi  mufic.  But 
that  the  public  fhould  know 
fomething  more  of  this  book,  I 
will  endeavour  to  tranflate  and 
explain  fome  particulars  of  its 
contents. 

There  are  additions  made  to 
the  book  from  other  MSS.  by 
Mr.  Lewis  Morris.  The  firft  is 
an  extraft  from  an  old  one,  in 
the  poffeffion  of  Sir  W.  W . 
Wynn,  which  is  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  purport : 

Obferve  this  is  the  book  call¬ 
ed  the  Repertory  of  firing  Mufic, 
that  is  to  fay  the  Harp  and 
Crwth,  within  the  three  prin¬ 
cipalities  of  Wales,  which  was 
drawn  up  from  the  fcience  of 
mufic,  at  the  defire  of  four  prin¬ 
cipal  performers,  on  the  Harp 
and  Crwth,  who  were  unani¬ 
mous  in  opinion,  and  defirous 
to  render  fong  more  perfect,  to 
preferve,  to  play  it  with  correft- 
ttefs,  and  to  elucidate  it.  The 
names  of  thofe  four  Doftors 
were  Alton  y  Cenazv ,  Rhydderch 
Voel ,  Matholwch  the  Gwyddel- 
ian ,  and  Olav  the  Minjlrel ; 
and  the  auditors  were  Henri 
Gyveurydd ,  Carji  the  Harper , 
and  many  others  who  affifled  by 
their  counfel  and  their  art.  And 
through  the  advice  of  thofe 
teachers,  and  the  fcience  of  the 
doftor  of  mufic,  and  the  four 
pro feffors  with  their  art,  by  una¬ 
nimous  confent,  the  twenty- 


and  to  give  liability  to  thofe, 
the  twenty-four  meafures  were 
formed.  For  three  caufes  were 
they  made  ;  in  the  firft  place,  to 
compofe  mufic ;  fecondly,  to 
know  mufic  ;  and  thirdly,  to 
preferve  it ;  and  their  names 
follow  in  the  language  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  Mzvrchan  the  Gioydd- 
ehan  was  a  fovereign  in  Ire¬ 
land  at  that  time,  who  confirmed 
them  at  a  place  called  Glyn 
Achalch ,  by  all  his  power  and 
offices,  and  commanding  all  to 
maintain  them. 

Whoever  is  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  analyfis  of  the 
twenty-four  canons,  and  knows 
how  to  difpofe  the  notes  of  the 
gamut  to  each  other,  hears  as 
diftin&ly  an  error  in  mufic,  as  a 
good  reader  doth  when  a  letter 
is  left  out  in  a  Fy liable,  or  a 
word  in  a 'lenten ce. 

Now  we  come  'to  fpeak  ol 
twir lings,  duplications ,  conjunc¬ 
tions ,  JuppreJjions ,  and  jtop- 
pings.  Obferve,  the  reafons 
why  the  conjunctions  are  fo 
called,  are,  becaufe  they  conjoin 
the  key  notes,  and  the  draw¬ 
ings  ;  the  fupprejpion  is  lo 
named,  becaufe  it  fuppreffes 
the  key  note,  and  the  draw¬ 
ing,  at  times  when  it  comes  in 
a  piece  ;  the  twirhngs  fill  up 
between  the  key  note  and  the 
drawing,  and  where  the  finger 
hands  it  is  counted  ;  the  lapfes 
are  inflead  of  the  bowings;  and 
the  duplications  harmonize  be¬ 
tween  the  drawings  and  the 
key  notes,  and  varying  every 
one  with  the  other,  and  pro¬ 
duces  diflinflnefs. 


From 


M  USIC. 


From  a  fecohd  Extract  from 
another  old  MS. 


Q.  Of  which  canon  is  the 
Ogwyddor  (fir ft  rudiment,  or 
gamut)  ? 

A.  Of  the  Tutyr,  or  of  the 
fhort  Trwfgwl.  If  it  fhould  be 
a  Tutyr ,  there  muft  be  two 
per  fed  chords  (key  notes), 
and  two  drawings ;  if  a 
fhort  Trwfgwl ,  there  muft  be 
four  key  notes  and  four  draw¬ 
ings. 

O.  Of  which  kind  of  mea- 
fure  is  the  prelude  of  ler.  ab  y 
Gov  ? 

A.  That  prelude  comes  out 
of  the  fhort  Macmwn  : — The 
prelude  of  the  profeffor  Da- 
vydd,  Corfiniwr,  Trofiggin,  and 
Morvudd’s  Pipes  come  from  the 
Little  Trwfgwl. 


From  a  third  Ex  trad,  from 
another  AfS.  being  inf  rue* 
lions  for  the  Crwth . 

%  -  t  r  ■»  .  v 

♦ 

This  is  the  explanation  of 
firing  rriufic,  and  a  guide  to  it, 
as  it  appears  in  ftrains  and  fongs, 
that  is  to  fay  the  perfed  notes 
and  drawings. 

Some  of  them  are  minors 
(weak  ones),  and  others  are  ma¬ 
jors  (ftrong  ones.) 

There  are  eight  key  notes , 
(chords)  primary  and  leading, 
and  four  minor  key  notes , 
(chords)  to  make  one  major 
key  note ;  and  from  thefe  are 
formed  the  ftaves,  and  from  the 
ftaves  the  meafures  are  formed, 
and  from  the  meafures  are  made 
the  e flays,  the  preludes,  the 
fomxs,  and  the  concords. 


I  fhall  now  treat  of  the  twir- 
chords ,  conjundions , 
effionS j  bowings ,  lapfes , 
op  pings* 

This  is  the  reafon  why  the 
conjundions  have  their  names, 
becaufe  they  conneff  the  key 
notes ,  and  the  drawings . 

The  fipprej Jions  had  their 
names,  on  account  of  their  flop¬ 
ping  between  the  perfed  notes 
(key  notes),  andthe  dr  awing  s  (di- 
atonies,  q.)  of  the  ties,  (divifions.) 
of  a  tune ;  if  the  metre  fhould 
be  fhort,  twice  ;  if  the  metre 
fhould-be  long,  then  four  times, 
neither  more  nor  lefs,  or  elfe 
there  is  falfe  meafure. 

There  are  twenty-four  con¬ 
cord  ties  ;  namely,  a  tie  upon 
every  meafure  of  the  twenty- 
four  ;  and  thofe  ties  are  played 
upon  the  fharp  key. 

There  are  eight  key  notes 
( perfed  firings  J,  and  drawings 
in  the  place  of  one  another, 
without  more  or  lefs. 

This  is  the  method  of  playing 
the  eight  firft  and  principal  key¬ 
notes,  and  the  eight  drawings. 

The  primary  key  notes  are 
begun  with  the  fore  finger  in  the 
mixt  key,  and  the  key  note  of 
the  thumb  and  the  third  finger 
in  its  own  place,  and  the  mid¬ 
dle  finger  under  the  burden  of 
the  key  note ,  and  the  little  finger 
under  the  burden  of  the  lower 
key  note ,  upon  the  middle  recefs 
note ,  and  the  upper  recefs  note. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  draw¬ 
ings  :  ’the  crofs  drawing  is  with 
the  middle  finger  over  the 
firings,  and  the  finger  in  its  own 
place,  and  the  third  finger  under 
the  burden  of  the  key  note. ,  and 
the  little  finger  in  its  place,  and 
C  c  2  the 
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the  upper  flat  note,  and  the 
fharp  note  of  the  thumb,  and 
the  third  finger  and  the  long 
finger  over  the  firings. 

Sometimes  the  key  notes , 
f per  fed  notes )  are  drawings  ; 
and  now  and  then  fome  of.  the 
drawings  are  key  notes . 

It  is  now  neceflary  to  fpeak 
of  the  keys,  which  {hew  the  ap¬ 
propriate  tones,  as  they  are 
varied  from  one  another,  and 
the  property  of  each  diflin£I 
from  the  others. 

There  are  five  eftablifhed  and 
warranted  keys ;  and  out  of 
thofe  may  be  formed  other  keys 
at  pleafure. 

One  finger  of  a  Crythor  (per¬ 
former  on  the  Crwth)  keeps 
three  keys  ;  namely  the  lower 
key\  thefiarp  key ,  and  the  flat 
key  ;  and  this  is  the  long  finger. 
The  fore  finger  keeps  the  inter¬ 
mediate  keyy  and  the  mixt  key  : 
thefe  are  the  five  principal 
keys. 


The  thumb  of  a  Crythor  ex-* 
ecutes  and  diverfifies  in  every 
kev  to  anfwer  to  the  four  fingers; 
the  third  finger  and  the  little 
finger  execute  and  diverfifv  in 
every  key  with  refpeft  to  their 
own  parts. 

Every  finger  keeps  upon  it- 
felf  in  the  mixt  key  ;  the  reafon 
of  this  key  being  fo  called,  is 
becaufe  there  is  fome  of  every 
other  key  in  it. 

There  are  four  forts  of  flat 
notes  ;  the  flat  notes  of  the  mixt 
key  ;  the  flat  notes  of  the  inter¬ 
mediate  key ;  the  flat  notes  of  the 
lower  key  ;  and  the  flat  notes  of 
the  fat  hey ,  whence  it  is  fo 
named. 

He  that  knows  the  terms, 
without  a  knowledge  of  the 
fcience,  will  never  be  a  rnafler  ; 
but  an  imitator  in  fong.  None 
can  be  a  perfeft  mailer  without 
thefe  canons,  out  of  the  book  of 
the  Doftor  T.  Kelli,  of  Retel- 
garwys  *  : 


the  Twenty- four  Canons. 


The  names  of 

Macmwn  hir, 

Corfiniwr, 

Corfgolof, 

Rhiniart, 

Coraldan, 

Trefi  heli, 
Wnfach, 

Cordia  tytlach, 

Corvinvaen, 

Corwrgog, 

C  ar  fi, 

Brath-yn-yfgol. 


Flamgwr  Gwrgan, 
Macmwn  byr, 
Calchan, 

Brut  odidog, 
Trwfgwl  mawr, 
Tutyr  bach, 
Macmwynvaen, 
Toddyv, 

Hatyr, 

Mac  y  delgi, 
Alban  havaidd, 
Alvarch. 


*  I  have  tranflated  the  technical  terms  according  to  their  abftra&ed  imports, 
thus  leaving  the  reader  to  his  own  judgment,  in  appropriating  correfpondiflg  Englilh 
names  ;  for  I  thought  it  bell  to  give  the  original  clolely  than  hazard  gueffes,  that 
might  create  fundamental  millakes. 


Thefe 


M  U 

Thefe  are  the  twenty-four 
canons  of  irftrumental  rnulic, 
all  regulated  by  principle,  as 
they  were  compofed  in  a  con- 
grefs,  before  mailers  of  fcience, 
ingenious  Wellhmen  and  Irifh- 
men,  in  the  time  ol  Grufydd  ab 
Cynan,  and  which  were  put  in¬ 
to  books,  by  the  command  ol 
both  parties ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
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Wellhmen  and  the  Irifhmcn, 
who  were  the  molt  leading  men 
of  the  time  ;  and  which  were 
copied  thence  upon  the  eleventh 
day  of  May,  one  thoufand  *  *  * 
Here  the  original  manufeript 
begins ;  the  fir  It  contents  ol 
which  are  illuftrations  upon  the 
twenty-four  canons,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  form  and  order  *. 
o 


Yr  Egwyddorion — The  Rudiments +. 


Tagiad y  vaiud , . fuppreflion  of  the  thumb, 

Plethiad  by  r, . - .  Ibort  doublmg. 

Plethiad  y  pedwarbys^.  -  doubling  of  the  four  lingers 
Plethiad  y  bys  back,.  . . .  doubling  of  the  little  finger, 
Craviad  dyblyg , . ------  double  fcratching. 

Craviad  unig , . -  -  -  fingle  fcratching. 

Manner  Craviad . hall  a  fcratch. 

Tavliad  y  bys , . throw  ol  the  finger. 

Plethiad  dyblyg , . -  double  doubling. 

Plethiad  y  wenynen , . .  -  .  the  bee’s  doubling. 

Crychu  y  vawd , . twirling  of  the  thumb. 

Yfgwydy  bys , . -  -fhake  of  the  finger. 

Tagiad  dyblyg , . double  fuppreflion, 

Tagiad  forchog , . forked  fuppreflion. 

Cevn  ezvin , . back  of  the  nail. 

Yfbonc , . r..-the  jerk. 

Plethiad  7?$awr, . great  doubling. 


The  Twenty-four  Canons 


Mac  y  mwn  hir . . . imooooioioniiooooiqii 

Corfiniwr . - . nooioii.lioqioii 

Cors  golof-  —  - . iioiiooioii 


*  Except  four  pieces,  which,  for  the  fake  of  a  little  better  arrangement,  fhall  be 
noticed  after  the  twenty-four  canons. 

f  There  is  a  character  put  to  each  of  thefe  terms,  ferving  a$  a  guide  to  the  nota¬ 
tion  4n  general ;  a  fpecimen  of  which  was  intended  to  have  been  given  here  ;  but 
fearing  that  in  waiting  to  have  proper  types  made,  the  publication  of  this  volume 
would  be  delayed  too  long,  it  was  thought  advifakie  to  let  that  appear  in  the 
Regi Her  for  next  year. 

t  The  notation  of  thefe,  and  what  are  termed  Concord  Ties  wpQ$  them,  are 
faid,  in  the  MU.  to  have  been  copied  out  of  W.  Penllyn’s  Book.  4  , 

Rhimart 
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Rhiniart . 

Coraldan . 

Trek  heli .  -  .  . .  i 

Wnfach . 

Cor  dia  tytlach. . 

Corvinvaen  - _ 

Corwrgog . 

Carfi _ . .  * _ 

Brath  yn  yfgol .  _ 
FJamgwr  gwrgan 
Mac  y  mwn  byr. 

Cal  chan . 

Bryt  odidog- _ 

Trwfgwl  rnawr.. 

Tytyr  bach  - _ 

Mac  y  Mynvaen 

Toddyv _ _  „  - 

Hatyr . . 

Mac  y  delgi 
Alban  hyvajdd.. 
Alvarch.  -  - _ 


-  iooii.iooii 

.  IXIOIOOIOOOI 

-iooomoooiori 

•  *  *  •  * 

, -jinopoi 

-IOIIOOOIOOIIU 

-IOIIOII.IpIIQII 

-  IOOIOIIOII 
-10001011.10001011 

-  IOIIOIOOIOIIOIOOIOII 

-ioii.ioiiooiioon 

-  XIOOIIII 

-  1IOO  III10I 

.  -0010.0010. noniioi 

•  •  '  *  .  •  {  .  $ 

.  -ooooimooooioii 
.  -OOIIOOII 

-  -OO  .IIOO.OOIIOOIIH 
,  -  01100011 

-  -OOIOII.OOIOII 

.  -onion 

-  10110100. 0100. ion 
-oopoooooiiinni. 


After  the  notations  of  the  Twenty-four  Canons,  and  the  Concord 
yies  upon  them,  follow  thefe  Pieces  of  Mufic  ; 


Gofleg  Davydd  Athraw. 

Golteg  yr  Halen  ~x\ 

Yr  Olteg  vawr,  neu  Ofteg  Ivan 
ab  y  Gov. 

Yr  Ofteg  Lwyteg. 

Caniad  y  Gwyn  Bibydd* 

Caniad  Yftavell. 

Caniad  Cadwgan. 

Caniad  bach  ar  y  gogywair, 
Caniad  Cynrig  Bencerdd, 
Caniad  Llywelyn  ab  Ivan  y 
Gov. 

Caniad  Suwfana, 

Profiad  Cyfredin, 

Erddigan  y  Droell. 

Caine  Gruf.  ab  Adda  ab  Da¬ 
vydd, 


Caine  Davydd  Brofwyd. 
Proviad  yr  Eos  Brido. 

Proviad  chwith  Ivan  ab  y  Gov. 
Proviad  forchog  Ivan  ab  y  Gov, 
Proviad  y  Botwm. 

Proviad  Brido  ar  is  gywair. 
Proviod  Brido  ar  uwch  gywair. 
Caniad  y  Wevl,  neu  yr  evail. 
Caniad  tro  tant. 

Caniad  San  Silin. 

Caniad  Marwnad  Ivan  ab  v 
v  Gov. 

Caniad  Crych  ar  y  Bragod  Gy¬ 
wair. 

Caniad  Hun  Gwenllian. 

Caniad  Pibau  Morvudd. 

Caniad  Llywelyn  Delynior, 


*  The  Prelude  of  the  Salt  ufed  to  be  played  before  Arthur  and  his  knights,  when 
the  fait  was  laid  upon  the  table.— -Note  in  the  M£. 


After 
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After  the  Mufic  of  the  above  Pieces,  comes  the  following  Catalogue 
of  other  old  Tunes,  not  in  the  Book. 


i Colovnau  ar  y  Cras  Gywair ,  IV. 

Ymryfon  Flam  a  Chwyfgrych. 
Saet.h  y  Malach. 

Croch  Olon. 

Colovn  Cerdd  Cadair  Gwdion. 
Cadeiriau ,  IV. 

Cwlwm  Gwilym  ah'  Llywelyn 
Ddu. 

Cleddau  Cerdd. 

Cwlwm  hir  ar  y  Bragod  Gy¬ 
wair. 

Cadarn  y’nghader. 

Y  Bragod  Gy  to  air. 

Cwlwm  Davydd  Athraw. 
Cwlwm  ar  Gainc  y  Gwyddyl. 
Anrheg  Iefu. 

Cwlwm  Ivan  y  Pwrs. 

Cor  Elvvw. 

j  __ 

Yr  Hen  Gwlwm  ar  y  Gogy- 
wair. 

Cwlwm  Gwyn  ab  y  Gov. 
Cwlwm  mawr  ai  y  Gogywair, 
Cwlwm  bach  ar  y  Gogywair, 
Cwlwm  Alban  havaidd. 

Alban  Ben  Forth. 

Alban  Cil  Maen. 

Cwlwm  y  Wevus. 

Cor  Delli. 

Salm  Wgan. 

Cwlwm  Rydderch, 

Cor  Cadair. 

Cor  Ciliau. 

Cor  Meili. 

Alban  Rodir. 

Cor  Car  eg. 


Marwnad  Llwyteg. 

Alban  Hwlcyn. 

Cor  Elvaen. 

Cor  y  Sant. 

Cwlwm  dau  banner. 

Tri  Mwlch  O didog. 

Cwlwm  ar  Gywair  yhighywair 
Edward. 

Cwlwm  ar  Gvwair  yr  Athrav/ 

Vedd. 

Cwlwm  Cor  Elvaen. 

Cwlwm  Dirgelwch  Ivan  ab  y 
Gov, 

Cwlwm  tri  Mwlch  newydd, 
Cwlwm  ar  y  Cvwair  chwith, 
Cwlwm  Alban  Henri. 

Cwlwm  Cor  Align. 

Cwlwm  Cor  Elfin. 

Cor  Aeddan. 

Cwlwm  crych  ar  y  Golovn. 
Cwlwm  croch  Olon  Bach,  neu 
yr  hen  Gwlwm  ar  y  Cras 
Gywair. 

Cwlwm  Marwnad  Lewis. 

Cwlwm  forchog  ar  y  Cras  Gy¬ 
wair. 

Cwlwm  Almach  y  ledd, 

Cwlwm  Almach  y  li. 

Cwlwm  Alban  Maeryan. 

Cwlwm  y  Wevl  ar  y  Cras  Gy¬ 
wair. 

Cwlwm  dinam  y  Gad. 

Cwlwm  hen  ar  Dro  Tant. 
Cwlwm  byr  ar  y  BragodGy  wall*. 
Sarnwdan. 

Gwlwm  Corfwch  Deheubarth. 
Cwlwm  Coraethno. 

Gor  Tympan. 

Cwlwm  bach  y  Wevus. 

Eawran  Newyddj 

Cwlwm 
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Cwlwm  mawr  ar  y  Lleddyv  Caniad  ar  Gainc  Sir  Gruf. 


Gywair. 

Cwlwm  hir  ar  y  Lleddyv  Gy¬ 
wair. 

Cwiwni  Anrheg  Rhys. 

Corfwch  Bardd  Heilyn. 

Anrheg  Dewi. 

Adda  ab  Hildir. 

Cwlwm  Llywelyn  Vychan. 

Cwlwm  dieithyr  ar  y  Cras  Gy¬ 
wair. 

Cwlwm  ar  y  Cywair  Dau  Han- 
ner. 

Cwlwm  Anrheg  Elfin, 

Cwlwm  Anrheff  Rhys  ab  Tew- 
dwr. 

Cwlwm  Cor  Melach. 

Cwlwm  Ymryfon  Flam  Ach- 
lach. 

Cwiwm  y  Cleddeu. 

Caniad  Beuno. 

Caniad  Gwenvrewi. 

Caniad  Gronw  Bach  o  Gevn  y 
Rhos. 

Caniad  Marwnad  Sion  Eos. 

Caniad  Crych  ar  Gainc  Ovydd. 

Caniad  y  Gorthrechwr. 

Caniad  yr  Attebwr. 

Caniad  o  Waith  Llewelyn  a’i 
Vab. 

Caniad  Marwnad  Grufydd. 

Caniad  ar  Gainc  Cychoiyn. 

Caniad  Marwnad  Gwenllian  o 
Yfgotland. 

Caniad  Eiddigyn; 

Caniad  bach  Gronw  ab  Sit- 
fyllt. 

Caniad  Croyw  Moddai. 

Caniad  ar  Gainc  Davydd  ab 
Gwilym. 

Caniad  ar  Gainc  Neff  verch 
Davydd  Vongam. 

Caniad  ar  Gainc  Meredudd 
Ddu. 

Caniad  ar  Gainc  Rhys  ab  Ca- 
wrda. 


Llwyd. 

Caniad  ar  Gainc  Hawddvyd. 
Caniad  y  Twrch  Trwyth. 

Caniad  bach  i  Gydwgi. 

Caniad  mawr  i  Gydwgi. 

Caniad  mawr  i  Wyn  ab  y  Gov* 
Caniad  y  Pibydd  Moel. 

Caniad  y’nghywair  y  Wrach. 
Caniad  y  Cos  ar  y  Gwres. 
Caniad  Rhymart. 

Caniad  Tryffel. 

Caniad  y  Chwibanad. 

Caniad  larll  Cormac  Wyddel. 
Caniad  Hun  y  Brenin  Llaw^ 
goch. 

Caniad  Crych  ar  y  Carfi. 

Caniad  Crych  ar  y  Cras  Gy¬ 
wair  . 

Caniad  Cyvnerth  Gwas  Mael- 
gwn. 

Caniad  newydd  o  waith  Davydd 
Athraw. 

Caniad  newydd  o  waith  Ivan  ab 
y  Gov. 

Caniad  y  G wyddel. 

Caniad  Grufydd  Vardd. 

Caniad  Davydd  Gam  Delynior, 
Caniad  LlevTant. 

Caniad  Grufydd  o  Gaeog* 
Caniad  Ednyved  ab  Gorallwyn, 
Caniad  Einion  Delynior. 

Caniad  y  Grog. 

Caniad  Marwnad  Sir  Rhys. 
Caniad  Edwlph  Ofeiriad. 

Caniad  Gwyddor. 

Caniad  Ymddyddanwr. 

Caniad  y  Marchog  Gwyddel. 
Caniad  Croefo  i’r  Cymro. 

Caniad  Yfgalach  Wewli. 

Caniad  Marwnad  Davydd  ab 
Ivan. 

Cwlwm  Lleddyv  Gareg. 

Cwlwm  Mwloch  Mwri. 

Cwlwm  y  Sant. 

Cwlwm  Hen  Daro  Tant. 

Cwhvrq 
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Cwlwm  Llywelyn  Vanach  ab 
Llewelyn  Voel. 

Cwlwm  newydd  ar  ddyrch- 
avael  y  Tant. 

Cwlwm  Ymryfon  Flam  a  Thai- 
grych. 

Cwlwm  Dilach  Dwd. 

Cwlwm  Deulwyn  ab  y  Gov. 
Cwlwm  Carndedig. 

Cwlwm  Sythmolach. 

Cwlwm  yr  Hen  Badarn. 

i  • 

The 

Eurai  Gowydd. 

Cas  gan  Grythor. 
Crechwen  Meinir. 

Lion  yn  Nhavarn. 


Ca?  gan  Dincerdd. 

Dillyn  Eva. 

Organ  Leucu.- 
Y  Gyweithas. 

The  ttatute  of  Grufvdd  ab 
Cynan,  as  far  as  it  refpe6ted  the 
Minftrels,  was  to  this  purport  : 

A  noviciate  without  a  degree 
is  to  abide  the  judgment  of  a 
matter  of  mufic  altogether,  as 
to  the  probability  of  his  know¬ 
ledge  and  fcience  being  adequate 
to  infure  his  being  made  a  pro- 
fefTor  of  long.  His  qualifica¬ 
tion  is  to  know  ten  concords , 
five  concords  of  accompaniment , 
and  eight  tunes. 

A  graduated  difciple  fhould 
know  twenty  concords ,  two 
fundamentals,  ten  concords  of 
accompaniment,  two  preciden- 
cies,  fixteen  tunes,  and  the 
twenty-four  canons,  and  be  able 
to  play  them  in  order. 


Cwlwm  y  Corelwi. 

Cwlwm  Atyr  Sant. 

Cwlwm  Carndedig  Trahaeam. 
Cwlwm  y  Vrechdan. 

Cwlwm  y  Darn  Sach, 

Cwlwm  Almaeca. 

Cwlwm  Sant  Wdan. 

Cwdwm  Marwnad  Athriben. 
Cwlwm  Hergenfer. 

Cwdwm  Fawran  Mvdr. 

j 

CwTvvm  Alban  Bridr. 


AwTen  Wirli. 

Awen  Goleuddydd. 
Eurlas  Goedem 


Mel  v  V awcL 
Eos  W yrvyl. 

Y  Wyddeles. 

An  upper  graduate,  or  doClo- 
rial  difciple,  fhould  know  thirty 
concords,  three  fundamentals, 
fifteen  concords  of  accompani¬ 
ment,  three  precidencies,  twenty- 
four  tunes,  and  the  four  preludes ; 
he  mutt  alfo  be  able  to  explain 
them,  and  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  diftindlions  between  one 
kind  and  the  other. 

A  matter  of  mufic  fhould 
know  forty  concords ,  {om fun¬ 
damentals,  tv'enty  concords  of 
accompaniment ,  four  preciden¬ 
cies,  thirty-two  tunes,  and  four 
preludes  ;  he  mutt  be  perfect  in 
all  his  canons  and  their  rules  ; 
and  the  twrenty-four  meafures , 
and  the  explanation  of  the  ca¬ 
nons,  as  fet  forth  in  the  Book  of 

the 


The  chief  Pieces  of  Cadwgan : 


The  chief  Pieces  of  Cyhelyn. 
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the  Science ;  he  mull  be  able  to 
com  pole  a  piece  himfelf,  which 
can  be  pronounced  faultlefs  by 
mailers  of  mufic  ;  and  muft  be 
capable  of  giving  all  its  expla¬ 
nations,  fuch  as  every  divi/ion 
and  fnbclivi.fi on  ;  every  quantity 
and  refi  ;  every  change  upon 
the  drawings  and  key  notes , 
hidden  and  apparent ;  and  to 
ihew  them  forth  warranted,  of 
his  own  performance,  mufically 
and  mafterly ;  fo  that  doftors 
and  wife  men  {hall  be  confcien- 
tious  in  judging  and  elebling 
him  to  be  an  author  and  mailer 
of  the  fcience. 

No  one  {hall  be  inflrufled  but 
by  a  teacher,  fully  graduated  in 
mulic,  or  one  that  can  difpofe 
into  order  what  {hall  be  learnt  of 
others. 

And,  if  he  is  a  harper,  he 
mujfl  know  the  three  fuperlative 
Jymphomes ,  which  have  been 
fettled  to  be  equal  in  degree  to 
the  lour  fundamentals ,  and  one 
of  the  four  f  undamentals  equal 
to  ten  concords.  Each  of  the 
three  new  Jymphomes  are  ranked 
as  high  as  the  lour  pre/idencies , 
and  each  prefidency  containing 
five  concords . 

It  was  then  ordained,  that  the 
head  makers  of  mulic  Ihould 
take  difciples  according  to  the 
regulation  of  the  art ;  that  is, 
that  each  Ihould  have  only  one 
difeipie  bound  to  him  at  the 
fame  time  ;  and  the  difeipie 
could  not  make  another  difeipie; 
and  every  difeipie  was  required 
to  be  with  his  inkruflor  during 
Lent,  under  pain  of  lofing  his 
degree,  except  there  Ihould  be 
lawful  canfe  to  the  contrary. 


A  difeipie  is  enjoined  not  to 
mimic,  or  to  deride  his  maker 
with  refpeft  to  his  genius  and 
talents. 

A  difeipie  fhall  not  compofe 
a  fong  without  {hewing  it  to  his 
maker,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
judged  to  be  ftri&ly  corredl, 
before  it  is  publicly  fung. 

Every  one  is  commanded  to 
refrain  from  the  practices  of 
{trolling  or  wandering  about. 

In  tunes  ol  leftivity,  or  wakes, 
no  one  fhall  depart  from  the 
houfe  he  kill  comes  into,  whillt 
the  banquet  continues  there, 
without  the  leave  of  his  holt,  or 
an  invitation  from  another,  un¬ 
der  the  penalty  of  lofing  his 
circuit  fees.  If  he  ihould  go 
from  houfe  to  houfe,  he  muk  be 
taken  up  as  a  vagabond,  his  lees 
taken  from  him,  and  be  con* 
figned  to  the  power  of  the 
church.  If  he  Ihould  become 
intoxicated  in  the  leak,  he  {hall 
lofe  his  gift ;  and  if  he  commits 
any  indecency  or  mifehievous 
trick  where  he  comes  to,  with 
refpefl  to  a  married  woman  or  a 
maid,  he  fhall  be  lined,  impri- 
foned,  and  diveked  ol  his  cir¬ 
cuit  fees  for  feven  years. 

Difciples  fhall  not  frequent 
public  houfes,  nor  fecret  re¬ 
treats,  to  play  at  dice  and  cards, 
or  other  game  upon  which  any 
thing  is  depending :  if  they 
Ihould,  every  one  has  power  to. 
take  from  them  all  that  may  be, 
in  their  purfes. 

Alfo,  they  are  not  to  learn  lam¬ 
poons  and  fcandaiizing  rhimes  ; 
nor  to  deride,  mock,  fwear,  nor 
pry  about,  nor  to  invent  a 
falfehood,  nor  to  tell  it  alter 

another, 
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another,  under  pain  of  fine  and 
imprifonment. 

Alfo,  they  are  not  to  raife  con¬ 
tention  and  tumult ;  nor  to  com¬ 
mit  fraud,  theft,  nor  way- laying; 
nor  to  keep  company  with  thieves, 
or  other  tranfgrefiors  of  the  law, 
under  pain  of  fine  and  impri- 
fonment ;  for  men  devoted  to 
mufic  ought  to  fhew  themfelves 
of  amiable  converfation,  peace¬ 
ful,  obliging,  humble,  and  obe¬ 
dient  to  every  fubieft  ol  the 
king,  fo  as  to  llrengthen  and 
maintain  the  (fate. 

A  month  before  every  feftival, 
the  difciples  mud  enquire  of 
their  mailers  to  know  where 
each  intends  to  go,  left  too  many 
fhould  repair  to  one  place.  No 
more  than  one  fhall  go  to  a  per- 
fon  whole  income  doth  not  ex¬ 
ceed  ten  pounds;  two  to  a  perfon 
of  twenty  pounds ;  and.  fo  accord¬ 
ing  to  that  ratio,  to  one  poffeffed 
of  greater  rent. 

The  gift  to  a  graduated  dif 
ciple ,  is  twelve  pence  upon  each 
of  the  three  p’  incipal  feftivals. 

The  gift  to  a  doBonal  dif¬ 
cipie,  upon  each  of  the  three 
feftivals,  is  three  {hillings  and 
four  pence;  and  upon  every 
marriage  folemnity,  and  circuit 
of  clera  every  three  years, 
twelve  pence. 

The  gift  of  a  mailer  of  mufic 
is  the  fame,  with  fuperior  en¬ 
tertainment  than  to  the  difcipie. 

Degradations  of  Mufcians . 

A  graduated  noviciate  ihall 
lofe  his  degree  if  he  does  not 
learn  in  three  years. 

A  graduated  difcipie  ihall  lofe 
his  graduate  degree  if  he  does 
not  learn  in  three  years. 


A  do B.  final  difcipie ,  ihall  lofe 
his  degree,  it  he  does  not  be¬ 
come  a  mailer  in  three  years,  and 
ihall  defcend  to  the  graduate  de¬ 


gree. 
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I  have  now  exhibited  a  gene¬ 
ral  view  of  the  contents  of  this 
curious  manufcript,  which  pro¬ 
bably  is  the  foie  reprefentative 
exifting  of  the  mufical  notation 
of  the  ancient  Britons;  and  it 
is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that 
as  it  moulders  away,  it  is  likely 
for  want  of  an  interpreter,  to 
convey  to  oblivion,  fome  of  the 
fweetefl  melody  of  our  vene¬ 
rated  Bards.  But,  however,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  notation 
may  be  explained  ;  for  there  are 
fufficient  notices  interfperfed,  to 
fhew  upon  what  foundation  it  is 
formed;  though  it  is  altogether 
different  from  the  modern  fyf- 
tem.  It  is  obfervable,  that  the 
method  of  meafuring  the  time 
and  continuation  is  not  made 
out  in  characlers  analapous  to 
the  breve  and  its  fubdivifions  ; 
but  by  a  certain  principle  of 
figuring  combined  with  the 
twenty-four  canons,  the  various 
changes  of  which  are  illuftrated 
by  certain  marks,  and  the  terms 
for  them  are  thofe  fet  down  in 
the  contents,  under  the  head  of 
Rudiments. 

By  reading  even  the  names 
given  from  the  before- men¬ 
tioned  book,  we  feem  to  difco- 
ver  different  charableriftics  of 
flyle,  which  are  now  loft,  or  at 
leail  there  are  but  few  fpecimens 
remaining,  compared  with  the 
varieties  we  have  fuitable  to  the 
charafler  of  the  Wellh  people, 
after  they  were  brought  into 
fubje&ion,  and  a  defpondency 

occa- 
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occafioned  by  ages  of  dire  cala¬ 
mities. —  Gravity,  and  plaintive- 
nefs,  expreflive  of  borrow,  are 
the  notes  which  moil  univer- 
fally  refound  amongft  the  rude 
rocks  where  they  dwell.  Nor 
has  more  happy  times  effaced 
their  fondnefs  for  this  Toothing 
melody ;  for  it  is  cherifhed  in 
preference  to  all  that  is  gay  and 
playful  in  the  modern  mufic 
occafionally  introduced  amongft 
them  *,  _ 


THE  HARP, 

THE  harp  has  been  efteem- 
<ed  the  principal  inftrument  of 
mufic  among  the  Welfh,  from 
the  earlieft  period  to  the  prefent 
time  ;  it  was  once  fo  generally 
in  vogue,  that  to  play  upon  it, 
was  an  accomplifhment  indif- 
penfably  requifite  for  a  gentle¬ 
man;  and  this  was  the  mftru- 
ment  upon  which  the  chief 
mufician  performed  anciently 
in  the  court  of  the  princes  of 
W ales . 

Originally  the  harp  feems  to 
have  been  ftrung  with  hair ;  for 
we  find  that  fcholars  continued 
to  have  theirs  fo,  until  as  late  as 
the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  which  was  the  era 


when  firings  of  gut  came  into 
general  ufe.  It  had  only  a 
dingle  row  of  firings  until  about 
the  conclufion  of  the  fame  cen¬ 
tury;  but  the  performers  were 
able  to  produce  the  flat  or  {harp 
notes,  by  a  peculiar  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  finger  and  thumb, 
a  trick  which  feme  of  the  old 
harpers  of  the  laid  age  had  pre- 
ferved  out  of  curiofity,  though 
I  believe  it  to  be  now  quite 
loft. 

W  hen  W ales  enjoyed  its  own 
laws  and  government,  the  har¬ 
pers  were  poffeffed  of  many  va¬ 
luable  privileges,  and  they  ar¬ 
rived  confequently  at  a  high 
degree  of  perfeflion  in  the 
fcience  of  mufic  ;  and  on  that 
account  they  received  very  ge¬ 
neral  encouragement  wherever 

O 

they  went.  The  names  of  feve- 
ral  performers  have  been  pre- 
ferved,  diftinguifhed  on  account 
of  their  enjoying  the  patronage 
of  the  kings  ol  England  ;  and 
another,  a  favorite  player  of 
James  I.  may  be  added  to  the 
lift,  from  a  document  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  editor,  by  a 
gentleman,  who  has  on  feverai 
occafions  fhewn  his  good  will, 
and  which  is  given  here  verba¬ 
tim  : 

“  February  iqt/z,  1620. — A 
warrant  to  Sir  William  Vue- 
dall,  Knight,  Treafurer  of  his 
Majeftv’s  Chamber,  to  pay 
unto  Lewis  Williams,  a  young 


*  The  reader  will  find  abundance  of  mifcellaneous  information  upon  this  fubjedt, 
in  addition  to  a  large  collection  of  ancient  Brifith  tunes,  by  refering  to  the  Mufical 
and  FotfLal  Rciitks  af  the  VVdJh  Raids,  by  Mr.  Edward  Jones, 
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youth  that  playeth  upon  the 
harp  to  his  Majefly  and  the 
Prince,  the  fum  of  20/.  which 
his  Majefly  was  gracioufly 
p leafed  to  bellow  upon  him, 
in  regard  that  he  had  been 
lately  vifited.  with  ficknefs, 
&C. 

“  My  Lord  Digby  gave 
order  for  this  warrant,” 


THE  CRWTH. 

THE  Crwth  is  peculiarly  a 
Britifh  inflmment,  next  to  the 
harp  in  ellimation  and  antiquity. 
The  name  of  it  is  defcriptive  of 
its  bellying  form,  as  it  implies 
any  hollow  protuberance,  fuch 
as  a  flalk,  a  box  and  the  like  ;  fo 
Crwth  halcn ,  is  a-  falt-box. 

This  inftrument,  in  its  gene¬ 
ral  conftruflion,  is  upon  the 
fame  principle  as  the  violin  :  it 
has  fix  firings,  four  of  which 
are  played  with  a  bow,  the  fifth 
and  fixth  diverge  a  little  from 
the  others  on  the  finger  board, 
and  are  flruck  with  the  thumb, 
thus  ferving  as  a  bafe  accom¬ 
paniment.  The  bridge  is  placed 
obliquely  acrofs,  and  inflead  of 
having  both  ends  refling  on  the 
outfide  of  the  belly  ol  the  Crwth , 
one  end  ferves  alfo  as  a  found¬ 
ing  poll,  being  let  down  through 
the  airhole,  fo  as  to  reft  upon 
the  infide  of  the  back.  The  fides 
of  the  inftrument  are  continued 
in  a  flraight  line  to  its  whole 
length,  and  are  joined,  as  well 
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as  the  finger  board,  to  a  crofo 
bar,  wherein  the  keys  are  fixed* 
the  upper  part  thus  forming  a 
frame  round  the  hand,  fo  that 
the  outfide  edge  forms  nearly  an 
oblong  fquare,  with  the  corners 
a  little  rounded,  of  about 
twenty-one  inches  long,  about 
ten  inches  wide  at  bottom,  and 
a  little  more  than  eight  at  top, 
and  nearly  two  inches  thick. 

The  tone  of  the  Crwth  is  a 
mellow  tenor,  very  foft  and 
agreeable.  I  remember  to  have 
heard  it  played  about  twenty 
years  fince,  by  a  man  in  Caer- 
narvonfhire,  who  has  been  dead 
ior  fome  time,  and  with  him 
died,  moll  probably,  the  true 
knowledge  of  producing  its  me¬ 
lodious  powers. 

In  the  time  of  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  there  lived  a  noted  per¬ 
former  upon  the  Crwth ,  and  a 
man  of  great  humour,  called 
Rhys  Grythor,  or  Rhys  the 
Crowder,  who  was  a  Landing 
butt  for  all  the  Wellh  wits  of  the 
age.  After  him  I  find  no  one 
particularly  mentioned  in  our 
writings,  as  a  profeffed  player 
upon  it. 


THE  BAG  PIPE. 

THE  1  aft  inftrument  to  be  taken 
notice,  of,  as  regularly  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  minflrels,  and  the 
leafl  in  repute,  was  the  Bagpipe. 
This  has  been,  out  of  ufe  in 
North  Wales  for  upwards  of 
two  centuries  pail ;  but  it  is  to 

be 
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be  met  With  in  many  parts 
oi'  the  South.  It  would  feem 
that  the  poor  Bagpipe  was 
fairly  ridiculed  out  of  favour  by 
the  bards  ;  tor  we  have  feverai 
diverting  compofitions,  made 
upon  the  fubjeft  about  two  or 
three  hundred  years  back. 

On  the  dernife  of  the  Crwth , 
the  violin  made  its  way  into 
\ 'r  ales,  and  is  been  pretty  fre¬ 


quently  ;  but  it  is  far  from  being 
liftencd  to  with  the  fame  enthu- 
hafm  as  the  harp  is.  If  the  Brit 
rate  performer,  even  of  the  pre- 
fent  age,  were  to  be  furrounded 
by  an  audience  of  Snowdon 
mountaineers,  a  Telynor  pafling 
by,  would  caufe  him  to  be  de-  * 
ferted,  fuch  charms  lie  hid  in 
every  vibration  of  a  firing  touch¬ 
ed  by  him. 


C  399  ) 


OF  THE 

WELSH  POE  T  R  Y. 


THE  Bards  were  the  confervators  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
ancient  Britons  ;  they  were  the  priefis,  the  teachers  of  mo¬ 
rality  and  of  fcience.  Song  was  one  of  their  principal  methods 
of  giving  permanency  to  their  traditionary  maxims  and  inftitutes. 
Hence  it  became  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  a  Bard  to  be  a  Poet 
and  consequently  to  ffudy  and  to  improve  the  art  of  metrical 
compofition,  which  muff  therefore  have  been  adapted  to,  and  im- 
prefied  with  a  peculiarity  of  character  belonging  to  the  bardic  fyf- 
tem.  The  moil  prominent  trait  in  the  Britifh  Poetry  was  its 
having  been  confecrated  as  the  vehicle  of  truth,  whilft  other  na¬ 
tions  had  configned  it  to  the  ornament  fiCtion ;  and  was  therefore 
in  common  with  the  Triades,  employed  as  a  fyftematic  medium 
of  tradition,  confidered  as  lefs  liable  to  error  than  the  ufe  of  letters. 
44  Long  narrations  and  declamations  in  profe  were  unmanageable 
44  things  for  tradition ;  they  could  not  with  eafe  come  under  its 
“  cognizance  ;  of  courfe  profe  was  more  open  than  poefy  to 
44  fiCiion  :  here  letters  were  able  to  baffle  the  truth  of  oral  fidelity; 
“  hence  it  is  that  all  the  Wellh  fabulous  writings  are  in  prole, 
44  nothing  of  the  kind  appearing  in  verfe  till  about  the  clofe  of  the 
V  fourteenth,  or  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  centuries 

The  Bards  having  thus  aflumed  a  claim  to  poetry  as  an  ap¬ 
pendage  to  their  fyftem,  all  the  powers  of  genius  were  exerted 
in  bringing  it  to  perfection  ;  hence  their  poetical  criticifm  has 
been  furpalfed  by  none  other,  44  and  their  fyftem  of  verfification  is 
44  l'uperior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind,  perhaps,  in  the  world  ;  it  is 
44  reduced  to  twenty-four  elementary  claffes,  and  there  is  not  in 
44  any  language,  ancient  or  modern, any  kind  of  verfe  to  be  found, 
14  that  is  not  ufed  in  the  Wellh  language,  and  deducible  from 


*  It  is  or.  this  account  that,  in  modem  times,  the  terms  of  Bard  and  Poet  'are 
confidered  fynonymous. 

L  Edward  William's  Poems  Lyric  and  Paftoral,  W.  it.  page  223. 

q  “  one 
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u  one  or  other  of  thofe  primary  claffes.  All  the  principles, 

all  the  varieties,  all  the  combinations  of  verfe  that  exift  in  nature 
“  belontr  to  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  ;  and  we  have  in  common 
««  ufe  many  kinds  fo  Angularly  different  from  what  has  ever  yet 
“  been  known  in  any  part  of  ancient  or  modern  Europe,  that  no 
“  conception  of  them  can  well  be  conveyed  to  one  unacquainted 

with  the  Welfh  language  V*  . 

Thefe  excellencies  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  compofition 
could  not  have  been  produced  without  bringing  the  Welfh  lan¬ 
guage  alfo  to  an  adequate  ftate  of  cultivation.  But  fo  great  a  de¬ 
gree  of  prejudice  is  gone  abroad  againft  it  in  the  world,  that  any 
thing  like  a  defence  of  the  advantages  it  may  poffefs,  is  likely  to 
raife  a  (mile  of  contempt;  neverthelefs,  I  will  run  the  hazard  of 
mentioning  two  or  three  faffs  refpefling  its  ftru&ure*  In  the  firft 
place,  it  is  not  fo  overloaded  with  confonants  as  is  generally  ima- 
gined*;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  upon  a  medium  a  hundred  vowels 
in  the'compafs  of  the  like  number  of  confonants;  whereas  the  mean 
number  of  vowels  in  the  Englifh  is  only  fifty-four  tor  every 
hundred  of  confonants.  Secondly,  the  copioufnefs  of  this  tongue 
is  very  great.  And  laft ly,  it  may  be  fafely  affirmed,  that  it  has  no 
rival  as" to  the  variety  of  its  fynohymous  forms  of  expreffion,  prin¬ 
cipally  arifmg  from  the  rich  combinations  of  its  Verbs  ;  for  every 
Ample  verb  "has  about  twenty  modifications  by  means  of  quali¬ 
fying  prefixes  :  and  in  every  "form  it  may  be  conjugated  either  by 
inflexions,  like  the  Latin,  or  by  auxiliaries,  as  in  Englifh  ;  whence 
the  conjugations  altogether  amount  to  upwards  of  eighty  in  number, 
which  circumftance  of  itfelf  fufficiently  points  out  what  great  atten¬ 
tion  was  bellowed  by  the  Bards  upon  the  Welfh  tongue,  in 
order  to  render  it  in  every  refpea  the  appropriate  language  of 

poetry.  ......  .  - 

The  twenty-four  canons  of  poetry  are  divided  into  two  clailes, 

the  nine  primary,  and  the  fifteen  fecondary  principles.  The 
firft  embrace  all  the  different  lengths  of  verfe  ;  and  the  other  all 
the  poffible  combinations  of  verfes  which  can  be  made  to  conftru& 
a  meafure  orEanza. 

Ori  Anally,  the  diftrihution  of  long  and  fhort  fyllables,  or  feet 
formed  the  bafts  of  Welfh  verfe,  and  rhyme  of  the  combination  of 
verfes  ;  there  was  alfo  another  principle,  called  confonancy,  or 
the  accordant  found  of  the  fame  confonants  from  certain  accent¬ 
ed  parts  of  the  verfe,  which  cafually  embellifhed  it.  But  this 
confonancy,  being  peculiarly  mufical  in  the  Welfh  language, 
was  eftablifhed  as  a  conftituent  part  of  verfe,  at  a  congrefs  held 
in  the  ninth  century,  at  which  prefided  Geraint,  ufually  called 

#  The  fame,- page  J26. 
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BarddGlus ,  or  the  Blue  Bard*.  The  confonancy  was' afterwards 
modified  and  improved  at  different  times  until  about  the  year  4350, 
when  a  congrefs  was  held  under  the  aufpices  of  Ivor  Hael,  where¬ 
in  it  was  efiablifhed  in  the  form  in  which  it  remains  to  this  day  +. 

For  the  want  of  a  patronage  like  that  which  fortunately  fprung 
up  in  South  Wales,  fufficiently  powerful  to  fcreen  its  votaries 
from  the  perfecution  of  the  church,  Bardihn,  as  a  regular  fyffem, 
was  become  extinguiflied  in  North  Wales  in  the  fifteenth  century, 
whereupon  fome  of  the  leading  poets  of  that  country  committed 
the  egregious  blunder,  of  adopting  what  were  only  twenty -four 
different  ftanzas  of  examples  of  the  original  canons  for  the  canons 
themfelves,  wrhich  created  a  fchifm  between  them  and  the  Bards 
of  the  South;  and  which  has  been  the  means  of  leading  modern 
writers  into  errors,  whenever  they  have  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of 
the  twenty-four  meafures  of  poetry. 

Having  thus  given  a  very  brief  view  of  the  mechanifm  of  Welfh 
verfification,  I  lhall  now  proceed  to  give  a  fimilar  infight  into  the 
chat  after  of  the  poetry.  In  the  inveftigation  of  this  point,  confidera- 
ble  afiiltance  may  be  obtained  by  dividing  the  account  of  it  into  four 
epochs,  anfwering  to  fo  many  great  events  in  the  hiffory  of  the 
Britons. 

In  the  firft  of  thofe  four  periods  may  be  included  fuch  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  bards,  as  are  preferved,  who  flourilhed  from  the  ear- 
lieft  ages,  to  the  dole  of  the  bloody  druggie  maintained  againft  the 
Saxons,  to  preferve  the  nominal  fovereignty  of  the  illand;  and, 
generally,  this  may  be  faid  to  have  lafted  from  the  fifth  to  the 
eighth  century.  The  names  of  the  bards  of  this  epoch,  of  whofe 
works  there  are  now  fome  remains  preferved,  are  Aneurin ,  Tal- 
lejin ,  Merddin ,  Llywarch,  and  Meigant  J.  As  might  be  natu¬ 
rally  fuppofed,  the  charafteriftic  feature  of  their  mufe  is  of  the 
harfher  kind,  formed  in  fcenes  of  (laughter  and  defolation.  But 
Kill,  it  is'ftrikingly  different  from  that  which  is  drawn  by  the  fcalds 
of  the  North. — The  Britilh  bards,  confidering  themfelves  as  the 
appointed  meffengers  of  peace,  have  uniformly  deprecated  the 
fpilling  of  blood  ;  but  the  long  of  the  fcald  fills  the  warrior  with 
every  incitement  to  deal  death  to  others,  and  to  the  contempt  of  it 
in  himfelf. 

Aneurin,  who  is  ufually  (filed  Monarch  of  the  Bards,  was  a 
chief  of  the  Ottadini.  His  poem  upon  the  battle  of  Cattraeth  is 

*  He  is  diftinguiflied  in  Welfli  writings  as  a  great  genius,  and  Llywelyn  o  Lange 
wydd,  in  the  Myflery  of  Bardifm ,  quoted  a  Grammar  of  his,  which  was  then  extant. 
He  was  invited  to  the  court  of  Alfred,  and  is  the  fame  with  the  perfon  fbilcd  Glas 
Cirion. 

j-  Mflcry  of  Bardifm . 

^  There  are  alfo  fome  pieces  bearing  the  authentic  marks  of  being  written  in 
this  period  ;  but  the  nam  es  of  their  refpedive  authors  are  uncertain. 
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reckoned  the  mafter-piece  of  that  period ;  and  it  is  the  longeft  of 
all  the  ancient  compofitions  which  we  have  in  Welfh.  Wc  aic 
informed  in  the  poem  that,  out  of  three  hundred  and  fixty-three 
chieftains,  who  accompanied  the  bard  to  the  battle,  only  three  fur- 
vived,  befides  himfelf,  whofe  efcape  was  owing  to  the  facrednefs 
of  his  chara&er.  The  unity  of  the  fubjeft  is  comprifed  in  a  very 
fmali  compafs,  the  greater  part  of  the  poem  being  taken  up  in 
elegiac  effufions,  deploring  the  lofs  of  thofe  who  fell.  An  old 
criticifm  upon  it  points  out  that  it  contains  as  many  ftanzas  as  there 
were  chiefs  to  commemorate.  The  following  paffages  are  given 
literally  tranflated,  as  fpecimens  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
poem  :• - 

Gwyr  a  aeth  Gattraeth,  oet  fraeth  y  Iu, 

Glafvet  eu  hancwyn  a’u  gwenwyn  vu. 

1  Trychant  trwy  beiriant  yn  catau, 

A  gwedi  elwch  tawelwch  vu, 

Cyd  elwynt  y  llavnau  i  benydu, 

Dadyl  diau  angau  i  eu  treitu. 

Men  went  to  Cattraeth,  eloquent  the  hoff, 

Green  fparkling  mead  their  dainty  and  their  bane. 

With  arms  they  haften  panting  after  wounds, 

And  after  acclamation  filence  reign’d, 

W  hi  111  lurid  blades  proceed  in  dealing  pain, 

To  yield  fure  triumph,  by  their  thrufts,  for  death. 


O  vreithell  Gattraeth,  pan  adrotir, 

Maon  dychurant  eu  hoed  bu  hir : 

Edyrn  diedyrn,  a  mygyn  dir, 

A  meibion  Godebawc,  gwerin  enwir 
Dyphorthynt  gowyfawr  gelorawr  hir! 

Bu  truan  dyngedven,  angen  gywir 
A  dyngud  i  Dudvwlch  a  Chyvwlch  hir, 

Cyd  yvent  vet  gloew  with  liw  babir  ; 

Cyd  vei  da  ei  vlas  ei  gas  bu  hir. 

At  Cattraeth’s  deed  of  blood,  when  told  by  fame, 
Humanity  will  long  deplore  the  lofs  : 

A  throne  with  nought  to  fway,  a  murky  foil ; 
Godeboe’s  progeny,  a  faithful  band, 

On  biers  are  borne  to  glut  the  yawning  grave ! 

Their  fate  was  wretched,  yet  true  the  defliny 
So  fworn  to  Tudvolch  and  to  Cyvolch  proud — 

That  though  by  blaze  of  torch  they  quaff’d  clear  mead; 
Though  good  its  tafte,  its  curfe  would  long  be  felt. 
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Trywyr  a  thriugaint  athrichant  eurdorchawd, 

Or  fawl  yd  gryfiafant  uch  gorrhant  wirawd, 

Ni  diengai  namvn  tri  o  wrhydri  fofawd, 

Dau  gatgi  Aeron  a  Chynon  daerawd, 

A  minnau  o’m  gwaedfreu  gwerth  vy  ngwen-wawd. 

Three  hundred  fixty  and  three  with  chains  of  gold) 

Were  urg’d  to  arms  by  overflowing  cups, 

Of  thefe  no  men  of  fwords  efcap’d,  fave  three, 

Aeron’s  two  dogs  of  war  and  Cynon  bold, 

And  1,  whofe  life  my  facred  mufe  preferv’d. 


Ni  wriaOthbVyd  rteuat  mor  diyflg, 

Na  Chynon  laiy  vron,  Glitiion  wledig  ? 

Nid  ev  eiftedai  yn  tal  lleithig ; 

Y  neb  a  wanai  nid  adweinid. 

Raclym  i  waewawr, 

Calchai,  tyllai  vytinawr; 

Racvuan  i  veirch  rae  ryngiawr  $ 

Yn  dyt  gwych  adwyth  oet  i  lavnawr 
Pan  gryfiai  Gynori  gan  wyrt  wawr* 

No  one  made  the  hall  fo  free  from  anxious  care  as  Cynon,  the 
gentle-hearted  fovereign  of  Clinion  ;  he  would  not  fit  down  in  the 
upper  feat ;  whoever  he  noticed  would  not  be  again  forgotten. 
Sharp-pointed  was  his  fpear,  that  confumed,  that  tore  through  the 
embattled  ranks  ;  his  fleeds  were  the  fwiftefl;  to  meet  danger  ;  haf- 
tening  with  the  green  dawn  of  the  day  of  glory,  death  was  the  blade 
©f  Cynon. 

There  is  much  of  the  poetry  of  Taliefin  dill  preferred.  He 
makes  more  frequent  allufions  to  the  bardic  maxims  and  mytho¬ 
logy,  than  any  other  of  the  ancients,  of  whofe  works  we  have  any 
remains.  His  verfes,  in  general,  are  peculiar  for  being  fhort, 
like  the  following 

Gwelais  wyr  gorvawr, 

A  dygyrchynt  awr  ; 

Gwelais  waed  ar  lawr 
Rac  ruthyr  cletyvawr ; 

Glefynt  efgyll  gwawr 
Efgorynt  yn  waewawr. 

I  faw  a  mighty  hoft  of  men  who  haflened  together  at  the  fhout ; 
I  faw  blood  imbue  the  ground  from  the  affault  of  fwords  ;  they 
tinged  with  blue  the  wings  of  the  morning,  when  they  fent  the 
afhen  melfengers  of  pain. 
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There  are  not  many  pieces  extant,  by  Merddin  the  Caledo¬ 
nian  ;  the  Avalknau  and  Hoianau  are  the  principal  ones 

We  have  nothing  by  Meigant,  except  an  Elegy  upon  Cyn- 
dylan,  prince  of  Powys. 

There  are  more  pieces  of  Llywarch’s  preferved,  next  alter 
Taliefm,  than  of  any  other  bard  of  the  firft  period.  Thefe  have 
been  lately  publifhed,  literally  tranflated  into  Englifh,  under  the 
title  ol  Eleroic  Elegies  of  Llywarch  Hen,  prince  of  the  Cumbrian 
Britons. 


The  fecond  epoch  concludes  with  the  fall  of  the  Ancient  Britifh 
government,  by  the  death  of  David,  the  laff  prince  of  Wales,  in 
the  year  1283. 

This  period  can  hardly  be  laid  to  have  been  lefs  preg¬ 
nant  with  f'cenes  of  violence  and  devaffation,  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding  one,  confequently  the  effufions  of  the  bards  in  this  muff  re¬ 
tain  much  of  the  charabfer  already  delineated.  Deffrubfion  of 
manufcripts  has  deprived  us  of  all  the  works  of  genius  of  the  be¬ 
ginning-  of  this  epoch  ;  and  it  is  lingular,  that  we  have  not  one 
piece  which  can  be  afcertained  as  written  in  the  time  of  our  law¬ 
giver,  Hywel  the  Good.  We  muff,  therefore,  defcend  to  the 
reign  of  Grufydd  ab  Cynan,  about  the  commencement  of  the 
twelfth  century,  to  begin  the  lift  of  the  authors,  of  whole  works 
there  are  any  confiderable  remains.  This  prince  has  been  already 
mentioned,  in  the  account  of  the  Welfh  Mufic,  as  having-  regulated 
the  Minffrels  by  a  particular  ffatute.  Some  parts  of  this  law  had 
refpedf  alfo  to  the  bards,  fuch  as  the  regulation  and  admittance  of 
difciples  ;  and  alfo  as  to  the  amount  of  the  fees  of  each  order,  from 
a  graduate  to  a  matter  of  fong,  which  were  thus  proportioned, — to 
a  graduate  difciple  for  a  poem  3s.  4d.  ;  to  a  dobforial  difciple,  for 
a  poem  6s.  qd. ;  and  to  a  dobfor  fhe  fame,  with  fuperior  entertain¬ 
ment,  or  fomething  equivalent. 

The  chief  bard  of  Grufydd  ab  Cynan  was  Me.ilyr ,  whofe  elegy 
upon  the  death  of  that  prince,  in  the  year  1137,  is  extant,  and 
alfo  two  or  three  other  pieces  by  him  ;  one  of  them  is  the  follow¬ 
ing,  entited  the  Death-bed  of  the  Bard  : 

Rex  Regwm  rybyt  rwyt  i  voli  : — 

Ym  arglwyt  uchav  archav  weti. 

Gwledic  gwlad  orvod, 

Goruchel  Wenrod; 

G  wrda  gwna  gymmod 
Ryngod  a  mi ! 

*  Thefe  are  publifhed,  literally  tranflated  in  Jones’s  Poetical  and  Mufical  Relicts 
ef  the  Welfh  hards, 
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Adv  rev  advant  cov  dy  rygoti 
Erov,  ac  edivar  y  digoni  ! 

D  igonais  geryt 
Yggwyt  Daw  Dovyt, 

Vy  iawn  grevyt 

Heb  i  weini ! 

✓ 

Gweinivi  hagen,  ym  reen  ri, 

Cyn  bwyv  deierin  divenyni  ! 

Diheu  darogant, 

I  Adav  a’i  blant, 

Y  rydraethyfant 

Y  profwydi — 

i 

Bod  Iefu  yn  mru  merthyri 
Mair  mad  ymborthes  i  beichogi.— 
Baich  rygynnullais 
O  bechawd  annovais  ; 

Ry  dy  ergrynais 

O  i  gymhelri  ! 


Rwyv  pob  wa  mor  wyd  da  wrth  dy  ioli ! — * 
A’th  iolwyv  ;  ry  purwyv  cyn  nom  poeni !  — 
B renin  hoi)  riet 
A  m  gwyr  na’m  gomet 
Am  i  drugaret 

Q’m  drygioni.— - 


Cevais  i  liaws  awr  aur  a  pbali, 

Gan  vreuawl  riau,  er  eu  hofi  ! — • 

Ac  wedy  dawn  awen  amgen  yni, 
Amdlawd  vyn  tavawd  ar  vyn  tewi ! — 
Mi,  Veilyr  Brydyt,  berierin  i  Bedyr, 
Porthawr  a  gymedyr  gymmes  deithi. 

Pryd  y  bo  cyvnod  yn  cyvodi 
Y  fawl  y  fy!met,  armaa  vi, 

As  bwyv  yn  adev 
Yn  aros  y  llev, 

Y  Hoc  a  achev, 

Aches  wrthi — ■ 


Ac 
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Ac  yfli  didry v,  didraul  ebri, 

Ac  am  i  my n went  mynwes  heli ; 

Ynys  Yair  virain  ; 

Ynys  glan  y  glain, 

G\yrthrvch  dadwyrajn, — 

Vs  cain  yndi, 

1 

Grift,  croes  darogan, 

A’m  gwyr,  a’m  gwarthan, 

Rac  ufern  afan, 

Wahan  wefti ; 

Creawdyr  a’m  crewys  a’m  cynnwys  ym  plith 
Plwyv  gwirin  gwerin  Enili ! 

The  Translation, 

The  King  of  Kings  is  acceftible  to  be  adored  To  my  Lord 
fupreme  I  will  prefer  a  prayer.  Sovereign  of  the  region  of  necef- 
fity  *  the  moft  exalted  circle  of  blifs  +  ;  beneficent  Being,  make  a 
reconciliation  betwixt  Thee  and  me  |  Returning  memory  iterates 
a  groan,  that  thou  fhouldeft  be  contemned  for  my  fake,  yet  re¬ 
penting,  it  was  done !  I  deferved  fhame  in  the  prefence  of  God 
the  univerfal  ruler,  in  not  ferving  truly  in  my  duty  of  devotion  ! 

Thou  wilt  ferve  me,  neverthelefs,  my  Protedior  and  Ring, 
ere  I  am  become  an  earthly  clod  !  A  faithful  prediftion,  to  naam 
and  his  fons,  the  prophets  in  ancient  days  foretold  - 

The  being  of  Jefus  in  the  womb  of  martyrdom  the  good  Mary 
the  burden  did  fuftain.  A  burden  have  I  accumulated  of  torment¬ 
ing  fin  ;  feverely  I  have  been  agitated  by  its  perturbation  ! 

Sovereign  of  all  life,  how  good  art  thou  when  worfhipped  !— 
May  I  worfhip  thee  ;  may  I  become  moft  pure  before  I  am  tried ! 
The  Kmg  of  all  Powers  knows  that  he  will  not  lefufe  me  of  bis 
mercy  for  my  evil  deeds. 

Many  were  the  times  when  I  received  their  gold  and  velvet 
from  frail  princes,  for  my  loyalty  to  them  !  But,  after  the  gifted 
mufe  I  feel  another  impulfe  ;  faultering  is  my  tongue,  urging  me 
to  filence  !  I  the  recording  poet,  Meilyr,  am  a  pilgrim  to  Peter, 
a  porter  that  regulates  appropriate  merits. 

On  that  appointed  day,  when  there  fhali  a  rifing  up  take  place 
of  thofe  who  are  in  the  grave,  I  will  then  look  forward,  when  I 
am  in  my  allotted  reft,  there  waitipg  for  the  call,  to  ftrive  to  win 
the  goal  in  time  of  need  : 


*  A  phrafe  from  the  bardic  mythology, 
f  A  term  for  heaven  in  the  dodrine  of  tranfmigratiofi. 
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And,  let  that  be  a  folitude,  a  place  by  paflengers  not  trodden*, 
and  around  its  walls  the  bofom  of  the  briny  fea ;  the  fair  ille  o* 
Mary ;  the  holy  ifle  of  faints,  the  type  of  renovation,  there  to  reft 

is  happinefs. 


Christ,  the  predi&ed  crofs,  will  recognize  me  there,  and  guard 
me  from  the  rage  of  hell,  a  place  of  exiled  beings  ; — the  Creator, 
who  formed  me,  will  give  me  room  amongft  the  bleft  community 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Enlli  *  ! 


We  are  fortunate  in  having  preferved  many  pieces  of  poetry  of 
the  bards,  who  lived  in  the  age  fubfequent  to  Meilyr.  Thofe  were 
Gwalchmai ,  the  fon  of  Meilyr ,  Cynadelw ,  Darnel  Llofgwrn  My - 
nyzv,  Ozuain  Cyvtihog ,  a  prince  of  Powys,  and  Llyzvarck ,  the  fon 
of  Llywelyriy  generally  called  Prydydd  Moch . 


There  are  fourteen  compofitions  by  Gwalchmai  preferved  ;  and 
the  admirers  of  ancient  Welfh  poetry  would  have  caufe  to  rejoice, 
if  the  number  had  been  greater:  for  the  energy  of  the  Britifh 
language  was  never  perhaps  difplayed  by  an  equal  mailer  of  its 
powers.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  peculiar  excellency  in  his 
compofitions  is  loft  in  a  tranflation,  wherein  nothing  more  can  be 
expe&ed  than  a  dimmed  reprefentation  of  his  general  ideas.  Such 
is  the  fpecimen  of  the  following  poem  upon  the  battle  of  Tal  y, 
Vaelt  in  1158.  * 

Gwalchmai  ai  cant  i  Ywein  Gwynet. — 1158, 

Ardwyreav  hael  o  hi‘1  Rodri, 

Ardwyad  gorwlad,  gwerlin  teithi. 

Teithiawc  Pry  dein 
Twyth  avyrdwyth  Ywein, 

Teyrnein  ni  grein, 

Ni  grawn  rei. 

Teir  llergr  y  daethant,  liant  leftri ; 

Teir  praf  priv  lynges  wy  brcs  brovh 
Un  o  Iwerton ; 

A  rail  arvogion 
O’r  llychlynigion, 

Llwrw  hirion  Hi ; 

*  Enlli,  the  Welfh  name  for  the  ifle  of  Bardfey.  There  was  formerly  a  religions 
houfe  in  it,  where  it  was  enftomary  for  people  of  note  to  he  buried;  and  the  bards 
in  p  micular.  The  Celtic  people  feem  to  have  had  a  general  defire  of  being  in* 
terred  in  folitary  iflandi  j  for  we  find  firailar  burying  place*  on  the  coafts  of  Ireland 
and  Scotland. 

A’r 
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AT  drydet  dr  os  vor  o  Nortmandi 
Ar  draterth  anvertb,  anvad  iti. 

A  dreic  Mon,  mor  drud  i  eifillyd  yn  aer, 

Y  bu  tervyfc  taer,  y  haer  holi  : 

i  *  1 1  *  *v  ^ 

A  rbacdo  rewys  dwys  dyvyfgi, 

A  rewin,  a  thrin,  a  tbranc  cymri, 

Ar  gad  gad  greude  ; 

Ar  gryd  gryd  grae'nde  ; 

Ac  am  dal  Moelvre 
Mil  vanieii! 

Ar  lat  lat  llacbar  ar  bar  beri ; 

Ar  fwyr  fwvr  fyrvgawt ;  ar  vawt  voti  ; 

A  Menei  heb  drei  o  drallanw  gwaedryar  ; 

A  1hw  gwyar  gwyr  yn  heli ; 

A  llurygawr  glas  a  gloes  trycbni ; 

A  thrychion  yn  dut  rac  reit-rut  ri. — 

O  dygyvor  Lloegyr  a  dygyvrang  a  hi, 

Ac  e  u  dygyvwrw  yn  aftrufi, 

Y  dygyvod  clod  cleiyv  divri, 

Yn  feith  ugein  iaith  wy  veitli  voli. 

^  f  .  pf,,  -  .  '  ’■  ‘ 

*  .  ;  \  $  ...  ,  >'  ,’f  i  A  '  t  it.  r  i  Z  '  ■  '  4 

To  Owain  Gwynedd— The  battle  of  Tal-y-Voel. 

To  the  radiancy  of  light  I  will  exalt  the  bounteous  one  of  the 
offspring  of  Rod,  1 ;  guaihan.  of  the  country’s  bounds ;  endued  with 
the  gifts  of  an  il  1  ultrious  line.  ■ 

Britain’s  throne  is  OwainT  right,  the  aftive  in  the  courfe  of 
wrath  ;  the  princely  one  that  fubinits  to  none :  that  hoards  no 
treafures.  ,  •v:  .  : 

Three  legions  the  veffels  of  the  torrent  brought  ;  three  grand  and 
firlt  of  fleets  bent  on  quick  aiFauit.  One  from  the  Weft  Green  Ille  ; 
another  teeming  with  armed  ones  of  the  men  ol  Lochlin,  long 
burdens  of  the  flood  ;  the  third  over  the  fea  from  Normandy  with 
mighty  buftle  caffre,  with  unpropitious  fate, 

Againft  the  dragon  of  Mon,  with  his  progeny  fo  bold  in  the  deed 
of  death,  there  were  dire  tumult  and  inlultmg  claims.  Perpetual 
confufion,  ruin,  toil,  and  an  end  ol  pre-eminence  ran  before  him, 
in  conflict  upon  conflict  pervaded  with  g'ore ;  in  carnage  upon 
carnage  of  horrid  forms  ;  anf  round  the  front  of  Moelvre  a  thou¬ 
sand  banners  waving!  In  flaughtering  there  was  wrath- gleaming, 
{laughter  to  gl  ut  the  hungry  kites ;  purfuit  on  purfuit  pregnant 
with  aiftrefs ;  plunge  alter  plunge  in  drowning  ;  Menai  without  an 

ebb 
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ebb  from  an  overflowing  tide  of  bloody  fl reams  ;  the  brine  blufh- 
ing-  with  the  gore  of  men  ;  thofe  clad  in  pale  hauberks  bearing  the 
agony  of  wounds ;  and  the  mangled  ones  in  heaps  before  the  red- 
ffained  chief. 

From  the  invafion  of  Loegria,  and  the  refolute  combat  fuflained 
with  her,  to  the  deftrublion  of  her  fons,  the  fame  01  the  fword  of 
the  active  hero,  will  be  magnified  ;  and  he  will  be  extolled  in  feven 

{core  tongues  to  diliant  times. 

Gwalchmai,  the  Son  of  Meilyr. 


The  same  in  verse.  By  Mr.  Ryder. 

To  light’s  afcendant  beams  I  rife 
Rodric’s  offspring  calls  the  lay, 

Raife  the  chief,  our  country’s  prize 
Exalted — let  the  chords  obey. 


Britain’s  throne  is  Owain’s  right, 

Matchlefs  in  the  dreadful  fight : 

The  princely  chief  no  treafure  hoards, 

Nor  \uelds  to  infult  on  his  boards. 

The  veffels  of  the  torrent  bore 
Three  legions  from  the  hoffile  fhore ; 

One  from  green  Erin — arm’d  with  foes, 

And  one  from  Lochlm’s  banks  arofe. 

The  burthen’d  flood  <d  earn’d  far  awav, 

A  third  with  Normans  pafs’d  the  fea, 

While  terror  rode  in  awful  ftate. 

And  fhook  the  goary  locks  of  fate. 

Dire  tumult  breath’d  his  baleful  breath. 

And  clamour  dinn’d  the  deed  of  death. 

Confufion  deep  with  lurid  eye 

Felt  fad  difmay  before  the  dragon  progeny. 

Pre-eminence  and  rank  were  o'er, 

Difmay  and  ruin  ran  before,  J 

While  conflibl  ffeam’d  the  field  with  gufh  of  human  gore.  J 


Carnage  gnafh’d  at  carnage  dire, 

The  waving  banners  gleam’d  with  fire, 

And  round  the  front  of  Moelvre,  fhook  in  ire. 

Slaughter  fell  at  {laughter’s  fieel, 

And  gave  the  hungry  kites  a  meal. 

Purfuit  on  quick  purfuit  enfued, 

And  plunge  on  plunge  benumb'd  the  flood. 


Men  At 
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Menai,  furcharg’d  with  crimfon  dies, 

Blufh’d  at  the  fight  and  hid  her  eyes, 

No  ebb, — the  pallid  hauberks  rung. 

While  round,  the  red  ftain’d  chief,  his  falchion  flung* 

From  Loegria’s  fight  and  bloody  jar, 

To  all  her  fons  deftroy’d  in  war, 

Fame  fhall  extoll  the  hero’s  fword 
With  all  "hat  virtue  can  afford  : 

In  feven  fcore  tongues  his  praifes  fhall  be  told. 

And  diilant  times  fhall  view  his  worth  enroll’d. 


Of  the  works  of  Cynddelw,  there  are  about  forty  pieces  re 
maining,  moffly  of  confiderable  length,  upon  various  fubje&s.— 
The  following  fhort  fpecimen,  from  him,  is  felecled,  on  account  of 
its  being  in  a  different  metre  from  any  that  has  been  given 
before, 

v  J  1  .  , 

Englynion  a  gant  Cyndelw  i  Twain  Cyveiliawt , 

-)  f 

% 

Gwirawd  Ywain,  draw  dra  Digoll  vynyt, 

Mor  vynych  i  harvoll  : 

O  win  cyvyrgain,  nid  cyvyrgoll, 

O  vet ;  o  vuelin  oil. 

Gwirawd  a’m  daerawd,  a’m  daw  gan  rebut* 

A’m  rybuch  o’i  wen-llaw  ; 

Pemadur  cad,  ced  wallaw  ; 

Pen  cor ;  pencert  wyv  itaw. 

Gwirawd  a  dygyr  o  digawn  atan  ; 

Gwin  o  ban,  ran  radlawn  : 

Yn  llys,  llesglyw,  llyw  Lleifiawn, 

Yn  Haw  llew  cad  cyrn  Had  Hawn. 

Gwirawd  Ywain  llary,  llawen  yd  rotir 
Yn  y  tir  tu  Havren, 

A  thraul  hygar  yw  hagen  ; 

A  thraw  y  daw  a  dygen. 

Gwirawd  Ywain  llary,  Hachar  i  dervyfc 
Ar  dervyn  i  efgar, 

Balch  y  daw  yn  Haw  lluchvar, 

Metw  i  thoryv,  met  i  thoniar. 


A 


Gwirawd 
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Gwirawd  a’n  gwrthvyn,  gwrth  fyr  a  lleuad, 

Gan  rwyv  rad  rut  vyhyr; — 

Am  Hirvryn  hirvraifc  eryr  ; 

Am  Havren  hyvryd  gwen  gwyr. 

Ar  law  Ywain  hael,  hawl  dilin  gwrvalch, 

Y  mae  gorvlwch  eurin  ; 

*  Anrydet  gwymp  arwet  gwin  ; 

Anrec  brivdec  breyenin. 

Ut  yffym  ctiw  ar  geir; 

Nis  arvait  llew  a  dan  lloer, 

Gwaew  crwm  yn  dyt  trwm,  trwy  fwyr 

Gwan  fyfc,  yn  eurwryfc  yn  aer. 

The  Translation. 

Verfes  fung  by  Cynddelw  to  Owain  Cyveilioc ,  Prince  of  Powys. 

The  liquor  of  Owain,  yonder  on  the  other  fide  of  Digoll 
mount,  how  frequently  it  is  ferved  round  :  of  clear  fparkling 
wine  without  lacking,  and  of  the  mead  ;  all  from  the  buffalo’s  horn. 

The  liquor  to  me  (hall  be  appropriated,  to  me  it  {hall  come  from 
a  patron,  who  gives  to  me  out  of  his  white  hand  ;  the  chief  of 
battle  diffributing  treafures  ;  the  head  of  the  circle  ;  I  am  chief  of 
fong  to  him. 

Liquor  he  will  be  fending  plenteoufly  to  us ;  wine  out  of  the 
goblet,  a  gracious  gift  :  in  the  court  of  the  Lord  of  Leilion,  the 
benefit  of  chieftains,  in  the  hand  of  the  lion  of  conflict  are  the 
overflowing  horns  of  liberality. 

The  liquor  of  Owain  the  mild,  is  joyfully  diftributed  in  the 
land  by  the  fide  of  Havren  *,  with  a  truly  amiable  profufion  ;  and 
yonder  it  comes,  which  they  bring. 

The  liquor  of  Owain  the  mild,  whofe  tumult  is  a  gleaming 
flame  on  the  borders  of  his  foe,  proudly  it  comes  in  the  wrath¬ 
dealing  hand,  whofe  hofl  is  exhilerated,  and  whofe  circling  wave 
is  mead.' 

Liquor  is  preffed  upon  us,  by  the  light  of  ffars  and  moon,  from 
the  leader  of  generofity,  with  ruddy  fpears  ;  about  Hirvryn,  ftately 
and  great  is  the  eagle  ;  about  Havren,  happy  is  the  fmile  of  men. 

In  the  hand  of  Owain  the  generous,  who  manfully  purfues  hi* 
claim,  behold  the  golden  flagon  ;  fplendid  is  the  honour  of  bearing 
wine  ;  a  fovereign’s  prime  and  precious  gift. 


*  The  River  Severn, 


Behold 
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Behold  my  prince  this  clay  mounted  on  his  cars  ;  him  not  a  lion 
beneath  the  moon  will  dare  aflail  with  couched  lance,  in  the  trying 
day,  through'  the  aflault  of  impetuous  thruft  of  conflkft  in  the  gol¬ 
den  mail. 

Two  of  the  ngmes  already  mentioned  as  contemporary  poets  of 
this  age,  were  illuftrious  on  account  of  their  rank. 

The  fir  ft  was  Owain ,  prince  of  a  part  of  Powys,  from  whence 
he  had  the  name  of  Cyveilioc ,  on  fucceeding  to  it  in  the  year 
1 160  ;  he  was  then  in  about  the  prime  of  life,  and  died  in  1 197.  Be- 
ftdes  being  a  poet  himfelf,  he  was  the  diftinguifhed  patron  of 
Cyndddzo ,  and  of  the  bards  in  general.  A  tran Hated  fpecimen  of 
his  animated  rnufe  has  already  appeared  in  Evans’s  DiJJertatio  de 
Bardis ,  and  from  thence  in  other  fubfequent  publications. 

The  other  was  Hywel ,  one  of  the  foils  of  Oiuain  Gwynedd ,  who 
afpired  to  the  throne  after  his  father’s  death,  in  1169,  which  raifed 
an  unnatural  conteft,  and  he  fell  before  the  conclufion  of  the  fame 
year,  in  oppofing  the  pretenfions  of  his  brother  David  *.  Hywel 
was  a  high-fpirited  young  man  of  talents,  as"  appears  by  his  poetical 
compofitions,  of  which  there  are  eight  -preferved.  His  mufefeems  to 
have  been  principally  devoted  tQ  the  fair  fex ;  at  leaft  the  following 
lilies  are  characteriftic  of  thofe  few  pieces  we  have  of  his  works. 

Y  Dewis.  Hywel  ab  Owain  ai  cant . 

Vyn  dewifi  riain,  virain,  veindec, 

Hirwen  yni  lien,  lliw  ehoec  ; 

A  m  dewis  fynwyr  fyniaw  arwreiciait. 

Ban  dywaid  o  vrait  wetait  wovec  ; 

A’m  dewis  gydran  gyhydrec  a  bun, 

A  bod  yn  gyvrin  am  rrn,  am  rec. 

Dewis  yw  genyvi  hartliw  gwanec, 

Y  doeth  i’tli  gyvoeth,  dy  goeth  Gymraec. 

Dewis  genyvi  di : 

Beth  yw  genyt  ti  vi  ? — - 
Pa  beth  !  a  dewi  di  ? 

Dec  i  goftec  ! — 

Dewifeifi  vun  val,  nad  attrec  Genyv  : 
lawn  yw  dewifaw  dewiftyn  dec. 

The  Choice.  Sung  by  Hywel ,  the  Jon  of  Owain . 

My  choice  is  a  lady,  elegant,  (lender,  and  fair,  whofe  lengthened 
white  form  is  feen  through  the  blue  thin  veil ;  and  my  choiceft  fa- 

*  Two  other  brothers,  Madoc  and  Riryd,  difguftfd  with  the  feenes  of  violence 
then  before  therr,  are  recorded  to  have  emigrated  in  1172,  to  a  land  difeovered  far 
to  the  weflward,  by  Madoc  in  a  former  voyage,  in  117G. 


I 
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culty  is  to  mufe  on  fuperior  female  excellence,- when  fhe  with  dif¬ 
fidence  utters  the  becoming  fentiment;  and  my  ckoicell  participa¬ 
tion  is  to  become  united  with  the  maid,  and  to  lhare  mutual  confi¬ 
dence  as  to  thoughts  and  fortune.  I  choofe  the  bright  hue  of  the 
fp reading  wave,  thou  who  art  the  moll  difereet  in  thy  country, 
with  thy  pure  Welfh  fpeech. — Chofen  by  me  art  thou  :  What  am 
I  with  thee  ?  How  !  doll  thou  refrain  from  fpeaking  ?  Ah !  thy  fi- 
lence  even  is  lair! — I  have  chofen  a  maid,  fo  that  with  me  there 
fhould  be  no  helitation ;  it  is  right  to  choofe  the  choiceil  lair  one. 

Llywarch,  denominated  Prydydd  y  Mock ,  or  the  fwine’s  poet, 
for  what  reafon  is  not  now  known,  is  the  next  to  be  mentioned. 
He  was  the  laureat  bard  to  feveral  of  the  princes.  There  are  about 
thirty  pieces,  compofed  by  him,  now  extant,  which  difplay  a  fupe¬ 
rior  energy  of  character  to  moll,  if  not  to  all,  oi  our  poets  of  the 
middle  ages.  One  of  his  poems  mull  be  deemed  oi  confiderable 
importance  and  curiofity  ;  it  is  an  invocation,  when  undergoing 
the  fiery  ordeal,  to  exonerate  himfelf  from  having  any  knowledge 
of  the  fate  of  Madoc,  the  fon  of  Owain  Gwynedd*.  In  addition 
to  this  piece,  the  fame  author  has  another  remarkable  allufion  to 
the  fame  event,  in  a  panegyric  addrelled  to  Rodri,  another  fon  of 
Chvain,  wherein  he  recounts  what  befel  his  brothers.  The  paffage 
runs  thus: 


Dau  deyrn  derwyn  dydores  yn  Hid; 

Liu  daiar  a’u  holes! 

Un  ar  dir,  ar  dorvoet  ry  dres, 

Yn  Arvon  yn  arwar  trachwres; 

Ac  arall,  mynawc,  yn  mynwes  mawr-vor, 

Yn  mawr  var  anghymmes, 

Yn  efguraw  bawl  hawt  adnes, 

Yn  efgar  i  bawb  am  beues. 

The  Translation. 

Two  princes  of  ftrong  paffions  broke  off  in  wrath;  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  the  earth  did  love  them.  One  on  land,  in  Arvon,  allaying 
of  ambitionl ;  and  another,  a  placid  one,  on  the  bofom  oi  the  vail 
ocean,  in  trouble  great  and  imrneafurable,  prowling  after  a  pof- 
feffion,  eafy  to  be  guarded,  ellranged  from  every  one  for  a  country. 

*  The  fame  as  is  mentioned  in  the  laft  page  to  have  difeovered  a  new  country 
far  to  the  weftward. 

+  This,  molt  likely,  was  HyvvcJ,  who  was  flain  in  the  year  1169,  fighting 
againft  his  brother  David. 

The 
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The  point  to  begin  with  the  third  fucceflion  of  bards,  from 
Meilyr ,  is  naturally  marked  in  Eimon ,  his  grandfon,  the  fon  of 
Gzualchmai ;  and  it  would  feem  as  if  the  Awen  were  hereditary  in 
this  family.  It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  we  are  now  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  period,  which  may  be  appropriately  called  the  clalhc  age 
of  the  Welfh,  both  with  refpeft  to  the  energy  and  purity  of  the 
language.  The  votaries  of  the  mufe,  of  whofe  works  we  have 
fome  now  left  to  delight  the  few  who  have  a  tafle  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  them,  andwho  flourifhed  at  the  fame  time  with  Einion *, 
were  Meilyr,  his  brother t,  Bleddyn Davydd  Benvras  §,  Eimon 
the  fon  of  Gzvgan  ||,  Einion  the  fon  of  Madoc\,  Eimon  JVan**, 
Gwilym  RyvdW,  Grnfydd  the  fon  of  Gwrgeneu  Gwyn-  ' 
vardd%  Llywdyn  |j||,  SeifyllM,  Phylip  Brydydd*** ,  and  Pryd- - 
ydd  By  chan  i+t. 

The  greater  part  of  the  performances  under  the  foregoing  name* 
are  eulogies  upon  the  princes,  and  other  leading  men  of  the  times ; 
and  the  merit  due  to  them  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  juftice  there  is 
in  obferving,  that  no  other  nation  in  Europe  can  produce  what  is 
equally  excellent,  and  of  the  fame  antiquity;  but  laying  afide 
every  confideration  of  their  worth,  befides  the  hiffory  and  piclure 
of  the  times  to  be  found  in  them,  they  are  valuable  on  that  ac¬ 
count  alone;  yet  they  remain  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  worlds 
to  the  conclufion  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

Thofe  who  may  be  fet  down  as  the  fourth  generation  of  bards, 
within  the  period  under  confideration,  were  they  who  had  the 
delliny  to  behold  an  end  of  the  government  under  which  they 
were  patronized,  and  confequently  a  profpedl  of  the  final  over¬ 
throw"1  of  the  bardic  co'nftitution.  They  were  the  following:- — 
Hvwel  the  Bald,  fon  of  Gnfri  %%%,  Llygad  Gwr%,  and  Gruiydd 
ab  yr  Ynad  C6ch||||||.  _ 

Whether  we  are  to  aferibe  it  to  the  deftru£Hon  of  manufcripts, 
or  to  the  terror  they  felt  at  the  firft  fevere  law  of  fi rangers 
it  is  difficult  to  decide  ;  but  the  bards  have  left  only  one  elegy,  as 
a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  laft  Llywelyn,  who  was  traiteroufly 
(lain  at  Buallt,  in  the  year  1282.  With  that  event,  feems  to  have 
perifhed,  not  only  the  independency  of  the  Welfh,  but  their  fpirit. 


*  There  are  five  pieces  by  him.  t  One  piece  only.  +  I  hirteen  pieces, 

(u  Two  pieces  by  him.  |J  One  piece.  |  One  piece.  **  Four  pieces, 
ft  Two  pieces.  Tvvo  P*ccc*.  §§  Two  pieces.  ^ 

Four  pieces.  ^  One  piece.  ***  Six  pieces.  ++t  Twenty-three  pieces. 

There  are  two  pieces  by  him.  §§§  Five  pieces.  lllltl  One  piece  onlj. 

The  law  to  filence  the  bards  was  in  force,  but  I  do  not  think  that  any  maf¬ 
ia  ere  'was  committed,  or  we  fliould  have  fome  memorial  or  tradition  of  it  in 
Wales. 


manners. 
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manners,  and  literature;  in  ftiort,  every  eftabliflhment  in  which 
there  might  appear  any  thing  contrary  to  the  views  ol  the  conque¬ 
ror,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Romifh  priefthood*. 

The  dawn  oi  the  third  epoch  of  the  Wellh  mufe  opens  upon  us, 
after  a  dead  oblivion,  a  century  of  filent  gloom.  As  the  light 
gathers  ftiengdi,  we  perceive  all  things  new  ;  an  entire  change  of 
the  vv  hole  llem  ,  and  a  new  creation  oi  fentiment.  I  believe  that 
a  difference  fo  ftrongly  marked  and  furprifmg,  is  not  to  be  found 
from  a  like  effedt,  in  the  hilfory  of  any  other  people,  with  re~ 
fpeft  more  particularly  to  the  charafteri flics  of  their  poetry. 

Beginning  my  refearch  about  the  year  1350,  I  find  the  names 
oi  upwards  of  fixty  poets,  who  flourifhed  from  that  time  to  the 
clofe  of  the  century,  and  of  whole  works  there  are  fome  re¬ 
maining. 

In  that  period,  the  Cowy del ',  which  is  one  oi  our  moil  popular 
kind  of  verfe,  came  into  ufe.  Davydd  ab  Gwilym ,  who  lived 
then,  wrote  moil  ot  his  works  in  it ;  which,  containing  upwards  of 
260  pieces,  have  been  lately  publiihed  in  London.  The  Cowydd  is 
conftrufted  upon  the  primary  canon,  called  Cykydedd  Leven,  or 
the  fmooth  quantity,  which  confifls  of  feven  fyliables  ;  like  ’the 
following  lines,  from  that  poet,  upon  the  broom : 

Duw,  i  mi  a’m  dyn  diell, 

A  roes  goed,  un  eurwifg  well  ; 

Gwiail  cyiial  y  gauav 
A  dail  hoew,  vai  adail  hav. 

Gwnav  yno,  i  hudo  hon, 

Glds  o  vanal  glas-veinion  ; 

Mai  y  ty  o  wydr  hydryw 
A  wnaeth  Merddin.— — 

God,  to  me  and  my  fpotlcfs  maid,  has  given  a  wood,  more  par 
than  any  gold  attire ;  thefe  rods  in  winter  equal  even  the  vigo¬ 
rous  leaves  that  form  the  fummer  bower.  Then,  to  allure  this 
fair,  I’ll  make  a  cell  of  green  and  tender  broom;  like  that  adven¬ 
turous  houfe  of  glafs  which  Merddin  formed. 

The  next  general  clafs  of  meafures,  after  the  Cowydd,  are  the 
Englymon ,  which  bear  fome  comparifon  to  the  lyric  verfes  in  the 
Engliih  profody;  and  the  particular  one  that  is  the  greateft  favou¬ 
rite,  is  the  Unodyl  Union ,  or  Unirythm  direft,  of  which  the  follow, 
ing  is  an  example,  out  of  an  ode  by  Cynddelw  Brydydd  Llychwin. 


*  The  Bardic  fyftem  was  always  perfected  by  the  clergy,  on  account  of  the 
freedom  of  its  principles,  but  the  of  the  perfection  was  countera&ed  by 

the  patronage  of  the  princes. 
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Trymav  un  cariad  tramwy,  liocn  eur-nav, 
Hyn  arnav,  dy  vacwy, 

A'tli  gar,  vein-war  Vyvanwy ; 

A’r  a’tli  gar  ni  bu  var  vwy  ! 


me 


Thy  wandering  paffion,  thou  ray  of  glorious  heaven,  is  to 
i71  oil  fad,  the  fwain  who  loves  thee,  {lender  and  gentle  Myvanwy; 
thy  lover  never  lelt  fucli  trouble  beloie  1 

In  reviewing  the  poetry  ol  the  two  former  epochs,  I  have  been 
able  to  give  a  tolerably  exaft  detail,  with  refpecl.  to  the  authois, 
and  their  competitions ;  but  owing  to  the  great  mcreafe  in  t  re 
eolleftion  preferved,  belonging  to  the  period  now  under  conhdera- 
tion,  that  plan  cannot  be  adhered  to  any  farther. 

All  that  can  be  done  therelore,  is  to  give  a  general  luminary  or 
the  whole,  down  to  the  clofe  of  the  fixteenth  centuiy.  ^ 

The  number  of  poets  who  flouriflied  within  that  time,  whole 
produftions  I  have  had  occafton  to  examine,  rather  exceeds  three 
hundred;  and  the  total  ol  their  pieces,  by  a  rough  calculation,  may 

be  fet  down  at  about  fix  thoufand.  . 

About  the  year  1400,  may  be  fixed  upon  as  the  point  ol  time 
moft  creditable  to  the  Welfh  mufe,  fince  the  political  extindtioit 
of  the  bardic  fyftem.  However  it  would  be  rather  difhcult  to 
pronounce  that  any  change  is  difcoverable,  until  we  have  come 
fome  wav  into  the  century  following;  but  in  drawing  towards  the 

clofe  of  it,  a  great  falling  off  is  evident. 

It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  the  true  twenty-four  canons  ol 
fono-  had  become  forgotten  in  moft  parts  of  Wales,  owing  to  the 
events  which  marked  the  beginning  ol  this  epoch  and  that  there¬ 
fore  the  poets,  from  fome  flight  traditional  remembrance  of  them 
fob  diluted  in  their  place  fo  many  fpecific  examples ,  m dead  ol 
thofe  general  principles,  which  comprehended  all  poflible  varieties 
of  metres.  The  confequence  ol  this  was,  that  the  new  fyftem, 
which  they  impofed  upon  themfelves,  and  from  which  the  molt 
trifling  deviation  was  confidered  as  treafon  againft  the  mufe,  was 
the  means  of  (hackling  genius  in  a  high  degree;  lor  fo  many  nice 
rules  were  to  be  ftudied  for  the  fake  ol  producing  harmonious 
found,  that  the  fenfe  was  often  obfcure  and  leeble.  At  the  dime 
time  it  mult  be  obferved  that  poets  of  talents,  who  furmounted 
thefe  difficulties,  were  able  to  produce  furpnfing  effefts  when  fine 
thoughts  were  conveyed  to  the  mind  by  the  aid  ol  fuch  a  mufical 
combination  of  founds.  Unfortunately,  when  thefe  1  ules  o  ver  e 
were  come  into  general  eftimation,. it  was  the  falhion  to  combine 
too  many  of  them  together ;  fo  that  at  lad,  no  one  was  haid.y^con- 


POETRY.  4*7 

tidered  a  poet,  unlefs  he  blended  the  whole  twenty-four  meafures 
in  one  performance;  and  under  all  thefe  reftramts  he  mull  ioliow 
common  fenfe,  as  well  as  he  could.  #  . 

As  a  curious  ipecimen  ot  a  compofition,  fo  diverfified  in  its 
metres,  the  following  Ode  is  given,  being  an  eulogy  upon  a  lair 
Lady  : 

Moliant  i  rian  ;  awdyl  ar  y  pedwar  mefur-ar-ugain*  gan  „ 

'  •  0  , 

William  Llyen.  B.  A.  156 o. 

L 

Galon  oedd  i’m  bron  mewn  briw,  aeth  yn  dor?9 
Cwerylon  cur  alaeth  ! 

Cav  o’i  herwydd  cov  hiraeth ; 

Cryd  gwan  wyv,  cariad  a’i  gwnaeth  ! 

IK 

Er  a  wrtaeth  o  ran  eithav* 

A  grudd  nych  dy  gerdd  a  wnav  ; 

A’th  vawrglod,  by  nod  a  henwav  drwy  r  iaith* 

A’th  araith  a  eurav, 

'  III. 

A  theg  araith  a  garud ;  — 

O  wyth  goror  i’th  gerid. 

Aeth  gwayw  orig  i  th  gariad 
A’th  garodd,  o’th  gywired  ! 

IV. 

Gywired  byth  ?  Mae’n  gryd  bar  ! 

Gair  o’th  vonwes,  gwyrth  vein-war  ! 

Gwrando  deg  air, — Unduw  doetli  1 
Gwen  iaith  goeth,  y  gwan  a’th  gar* 

V. 

Myn’d,  er  gwan,  i’r  mwyn-dir  goed,  n 
Mae  yn  dy  law, — myn  Duw  lwyd ! 

Minnau’n  glav,  mynwn  gael  oed  ; 

Meinwen,  gorawen  gwyr  wyd  ! 

VI. 

Gwridog,  groyw-don, 

Gloyw  teg  liw  ton — - 

E  e 


VII.  Ganald 
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1 

Ganaid  arav,  gwen  dirion, 

Grys-wen,  wyd  gares  i  Non. 

VIII. 

A’th  liw  calcb,  ar  dy  valch  vodd, 

A  briviodd  val  berw  avon. — ■ 

Bun  olau,  bu  na  welid  ? 

Brad  oeddid  i  brydyddion. 

IX. 

Mae  yn  rbyvedd,  man  y  rhivid, 

Mawrvalch  addaw,  mor  valch  oeddid, 

O  cberid  wr  a  choron— - 

% 

X. 

Am  dy  vod  parod,  purion,  hyvrydwch, 

A’th  Iriw  o  degwch  wyth  frwd  eigion. 

XI. 

Dv  liw  eurwawr  ywJn  dolurion  ! 

Doe  i’th  elwais  or  detbolion  ; 

Dclw  o’i  mebyd,  a  wyl  meibion ; 

Delw  wen  obry  dwy  lan  Ebron, 

XII. 

Er  mefur  moefoedd, 

I  glais,  a  gloefoedd, 

Aeth  i  <Tur  oefoedd 

o 

A’th  garafon' ! 

Uwch  dadl  eicb  dodais  ; 

Am  Wawd  ammodais  ; 

Os  draw  eich  nodais, 

Drwy  ocb’neidion ! 

XIII. 

Rboerocb  i’m  ddolur,  a  ebur  chwerwon  ! 

Rhoddais  i  chwithau  gerddau  gwrddion. _ 

Rhoddwch,  gwiw  roddwch,  air  o’r  gwreiddion  ; 
Rhoddwch,  a  noddwch  awenyddion ! 


XIV.  Pa 
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XIV. 

Pa  dreifiad,  cleifiad,  er  na’s  clywfon’ ! 

Pob  lleifiad  ceiliad  eicli  gair  cyfon,  .  j 

Perfeitliiad,  treiddiad  rhoddion,  mwyneiddiad5 
Pereiddiad,  gwreiddiad  y  gweryddon. 

XV. 

Trwy  dywys  amlder  tro  difyml-don, 

Troi  air  a  vagai  trwy  arvogion, — - 
Tegan  trwy  voliant'  lie  travaelion’, 

Tegau  wyd,  liw-galch,  teg  d’olygon  ; 

Tegau  Eurvraint,  cywraint  lie  caron  (idaugamt ; 

Tes  aur  chweligaint  o  ferchogion. 

XVI. 

Doeth  gywir  veinir,  vwynion  eiriau  gwir, 

Da  tybir  d’attebion'; 

Deuliw  manod,  aeliau  meinion  ; 

D’air  a  dan  wyd  it  dewinion  ; 

D’air  yn  agos,  drwy  annogion  ; 

D’air  aeth  hevyd  i’r  eithavion.— -  _ 
iDoethgar,  a  hawddgar  yw  hon,  digymmar. 

Dig  avar  dy  gov  ion  ! 

XVII. 

Seiliaift,  cryv  eiliaift,  bob  cur  ovalon  ,v 
Seliaid,  a  deliaift,  fordd  yr  hudolion  : — • 

Selu,  annelu,  yr  ael  yn  wiwlon, 

Synwyraidd,  llwyraidd,  lie  y  cellweirion.™ 

Seiniad  pob  ceiniad  canon  cerdd  eiliad, 

Seiliad,  aur-ddeiliad  o  waed  urddolion. 

XVIIL 

Yn  mhob  ieithiau, 

O  gur-deithiau 

Y  gwyr  doethion  ; 

Ar  bob  llanerch, 

A  gar  d’annerch, 

Gwawr  y  dynion  { 

E  e  2 


XIX.  Am 
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XIX. 

Am  dy  laned, 

Bardd  tuchaned, 

A  griddvaned 

Gwrdd  ovynion! 

A’m  truaned, 

Minnau  aned, 

Ag  ar  blaned 

Y  gwyr  blinion  f 

XX. 

Lle’r  wyd  beunydd,  lliw’r  od  banon* 
Llyma  rinwedd  11 11  morwynion  ; 
Llawenydd  llanercb, 

Llyna  fain  llawn  ferch, 

Lie  i5ch  annerch ; 

Llwch  hinon  l 

XXL 

Ai  gwiw,  y  gw  as, 

A  lliw  i  lias, 

A  briw  heb  ras, 

A  braw  bron  l 
Os  prid  oes  prudd, 

A  Hid  a’i  lludd, 

A  gwrid  y  griidd, 

O  gred  gron  ! 

XXII. 

Geiriau  gwared, 

Gwriawg  irav ; 

Gwir  ac  arav 

Geirw  gywirion : 
Gwar  ac  irion, 

Gorau,  gwirav, 

Gwawr  a  garav, 

Garu  gwirion  ! 

XXIII. 


Gwyn-friw  der,  gwen-irwd  Aeron, 
Gwir-vraint,  val  Tegau  Eurvron ; 
Gwyreidd-wallt,  a  gwiw  roddion, 

Gyr  annerch,  a  gair  union, 

Gwawr  olau,  heb  gwerylon  ; 

Goreu  meddyg  yw’r  moddion  : — 

Gan  wyth  gur,  mae  gwae  na’th  gaid, 
Gwrdd  ganaid,  gruddiau  gwynian 


[ 

XXIV.  H&nav, 

v  \ 


XXIV. 


* 


r 


Honav,  curiais,  hoyw  nwyv  caru, 
A  braenaru  brbnau  oerion  ; 

A  doluriais  du  alaru,  - 

JEdivaru,  ydwyv  wirion  ! 

•  Gael  dirgeiu 
Cl  wyv  annelu 
Cair  dy  Selu, 

Croyw  des  haelion  ! 
Cydvatelu, 

Cur  ryvelu, 

Cryd  yw  celu 

Cariad  calon  ! 


Tme  Translation. 

A  Penegyric  upon  a  Lady;  an  Ode  upon  the  Twenty-four 
Meafures.  By  William  Lleyn,  A.  D.  .1560. 


I. 

Within  my  bread;  a  wounded  heart  I  feel,  fore  pierced  by  the 
fhafts  of  throbbing  grief!  On  its  account  I  fhall  have  memoiy 
racked  with  longing  ;  feeble  is  my  frame  ;  and  love  has  been  the 

eaufe  ! 

II. 

But  yet,  whatever  it  has  to  the  utmofl  done,  with  grief-worn 
cheek,  thy  fong  I  will  indite ;  thy  lame  fo  great,  I  will  declare 
celebrious  through  all  tongues,  and  thy  oration  1  will  gild. 

III. 

A  fair  oration  thou  cand  like:— from  all  the  hounds  art  thou 
beloved. — Tumultuous  pains  have  feized  thy  Twain  who  loves  thee, 
that  thou  art  fo  unrelenting  ’ 

IV. 

What,  ever  unrelenting?  Dreadful  fource  of  ill!— One  word 
utter  from  thy  bread,  fweet  and  (lender  gentle  one  !— And  hear  one 
fair  word,— Oh,  all-wife  God!— Thou  maid  of  language  pine,  the 
weak  doth  love  thee  ! 

V ,  Though 
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V. 


Though  weak,  the  grove  of  pleafant  fcenes  I  would  repair 
to, ---at  thy  hand  lies  this, ---Ah  !  God  revered  !  though  fick,  yet 
would  I  crave  an  affignation  :---Slender  fair,  thou  art  the  joy  of 
men  ! 

VI. 

Of  ruddy  blufh,  melodious  voice  ;  the  hue  of  the  wave,  bright 
and  fair - 

VII.  ij 

Moll  gentle  luminary,  nymph  moll  kind  in  fnowy  linen,  filler 
io  Non  art  thou. 


VIII. 

Thy  colour  as  the  chalk,  and  thy  majeftic  form,  like  the  boiling 

ftream  has  grown _ Dear  fplendid  maid,  why  doll  thou  not  fee!--- 

Thou  haft  been  the  woe  of  poets. 

IX.  1 

They  wonder  '  every  where  when  told  thy  great  afpiring  mind, 
how  proud  thou  weit,  referving  for  a  prince  thy  love.--- 


Becaufe  thou  art  a  ready  happinefs  complete  in  thy  complexion, 
beauteous  as  the  eicdit  ftreams  of  the  ocean, 

o 


Thy  complexion’s  golden  dawm  is  death  to  us !  The  day  that  is 
paft  I  called  thee  from  among  the  chofen  ones ;  an  image  from  thy 
youth  which  fwains  do  gaze  upon;  an  image  of  blifs  below,  on 
Ebron’s  banks. 

XII. 

Eor  ail  the  meafured  civilities  ;  yet,  by  pale  decay  and  fainting’ 
rone  to  the  affliftion  of  ares  are  thole  who  were  in  love  with  thee  ! 

o 

Superior  to  comparifon  I  have  placed  thee  ;  I  live  devoted  to  thy 
praife :  yes,  yonder  I  marked  thee  through  my  fighs  ! 


XIII. 

Thou  gaveft  bitter  pain  and  grief  to  me !  I  gave  thee  ardent 
fongs.— -Give,  truly  give,  a  word  that  is  fincere ;  give,  give  a  refuge 
to  the  votaries  of  the  mule  ! 


XIV.  What 


XIV. 


What  of  op  predion  and  ol  bufFetings  are  there  but  v  e  have 

_ Let  every  vocal  being  fmg  accordantly  thy  lame,  rvhicu 

gives  perfection,  which  pervades  gifts,  completes  all  tejidernels 
and  gives  liability  to  virgin  fweetnels, 

XV. 

By  making  frequent  ufe  of  the  ambiguous  turn,  die  turns  hei 
uttered  word  as  bed  her  fuits  amongft  thofe  in  arms.-  -A  gem  com¬ 
manding  praife  where  they  fojourn,  a  Teg  ait  fair  as  chalk  art  thou  ; 
thy  eyes  are  bright;  like  Tegau  Eurvraint  ",  perleft  where  ioit) 
love  ;  the  golden  warmth  of  fix  fcore  amorous  yomhs. 

XVI. 

Difcreet  and  faithful  nymph  of  tender  words  of  truth,  well 
thought  of  are  thv  anfwers  ;  whiter  than  tire  driven  inow  ait  thou, 
with  eyebrows  fine  ;  thy  fame  is  fpread  amongft  diviners  ;  near 
will  be  thy  fame  to  all  inquiries;  to  parts  mod  dillant  gone  is 
likewife  thy  fame.— A  wife  and  amiable  one  is  {he,  and  match- 
Xefs ' The  remonftrances  of  thee  dir  angry  grief  ! 

XVII. 

The  plan  is  thine,  and  ftrongly  haft  thou  built  all  throbbing 
cares  ;  thou  haft  difcovered,  thou  haft  caught  the  way  of  the  en- 
ticers:— Glancing,  aiming  fo  the  eyebrow  full  of  p  leaf  ore,  fen, 
(ibly  and  wholly  fancies’  feat. --Wet  every  minftrel  chaunt,  by  lore 
of  ftudied  fong,  the  root  and  golden  branch  of  noble  blood— 

vXVIII. 

In  every  language,  from  the  toiling  labours  of  the  wifeft  men, 
on  every  plain  who  love  to  greet  thee,  dawn  ol  men. 

XIX, 

That  thou  fo  handfome  art ;  the  bard  muft  pine,  and  he  muff, 
groan  his  ardent  fighs ;  fo  wretched  thus  to  be,  fare,  I  was  born 
beneath  the  planet  of  afflj&ed  men  ! 


*  Famed  among  the  poets  for  poffe fling  a  cloke  which  was  one  of  the  thirteen 
curiofmes  of  Britain.  It  was  an  ordeal,  which  would  fit  and  cover  the  chai.e 
women  only. 


XX.  Where 
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XX. 

Where  thou  art  daily  feen,  as  bright  as  mountain  fnow,  behold 
then  there  the  virtue  of  a  holt  of  virgins  !  Pleafure  of  the  green* 
io  there  the  voice  of  per  feci  love  ;  a  place  to  greet  thee,  fource  of 

blithe  ferenityj 

XXI. 

Befits  it  that  the  youth  fhould  die  by  thy  complexion,  and  a 
'wound  without  ail  grace,  and  torpor  of  the  breafl  1  Is  it  the  due 
of  an  aff]i£led  hie  i  Doth  hate,  or  blufhing  of  the  cheek  arrefl 
^he  happy  pledge  ? 

XXII. 

Relieving  words---a  fruitful  wedded  one,r— fincere  and  gentle, 
awful  pledges!  Mild  and  foo thing  ones;  the  bell;  the  trueff ; 
dawn  of  my  affediion,  innocent  my  iove. 

XXIII. 

With  afpedl  pure  and  fair  like  the  white  dream  of  Aeron  ;  jufily 
claiming  fuperioriry,  like  Tegau  with  the  golden  breafl ;  with  hair 
like  (hilling  wax,  and  gifts  pre-eminent;  a  greeting  fend  in  words 
diredl,  thou  fpl undid  dawn,  without  harfh  things.-—4  The  befl  phy , 
Jician  is  the  means  T- rOppreffed  with  every  pang  of  woe  I  live,  not 
having  thee,  thou  ardent  comet  making  pale  the  cheeks  ! 

XXIV. 

Mofl  truly  I  have  pined  with  lively  flame  of  love,  which  fur¬ 
rowed  deeply  in  my  torpid  breafl,  till  I  was  fick  through  direful 
wailing.— Nowt  repenting,  I  am  innocent- --thus  getting  to  conceal 
the  wound  the  (haft  had  made,  thou  flill  mayefi  then  be  feen,  frefh 
ray  of  generous  ones ;— -with  inward  flruggling,  painful  warring, 
fierce  the  fever  to  conceal  a  heart  in  love  ! 

It  may  help  to  give  fome  idea  how  generally  the  ruflic  literature 
of  the  poets  w^as  diffufed  over  Wales,  when  it  is  confidered  that  the 
Lords  Marchers,  and  their  defendants,  found  it  their  bell  policy 
to  furpafs  the  native  gentry  in  the  encouragement  of  it,  in  order 
to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  body  of  the  people. 

Accordingly,  in  South  Wales,  we  find  them  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VI l.  procuring  the  royal  authority  to  fanfiion  the  edablifh- 
ment  of  the  congrefs;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
feveral  meetings  were  held,  under  the  aufpices  of  Sir  Bichard 
Neville,  and  William  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke.  The  collection 
of  Wellh  mauufcripts  made  by  the  latter,  was  the  mofl  valuable  of 
my  by  all  accounts ;  and  while  we  have  to  lament  the  lofs  of  it, 

the 
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the  infatny  of  its  dedrufltion  mud  be  laid  to  the  wars  of  Oliver 
Cromwell.  Subsequent  congrelfes  were  held  in  South  Wales, 
alfo  under  the  patronage  of  Sir  Richard  Ballet.  The  great  good 
done  at  thofe  affemblies  was  to  colleft  the  whole  of  the  bardic 
fvitem  into  books  ;  which,  being  a  fyftem  of  tradition,  was  likely 
to  fall  into  oblivion,  Since  the  bards  were  politically  interdicted  ; 
and  it  is  to  hole  mee  ings  we  are  iniirely  indebted  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  that  ancient  mllitution. 

I11  No  th  Wales,  the  Salisbury  and  Middleton  families  were  the. 
warmeit  Supporters  of  Britifh  literature.  Mr.  William  Salisbury, 
and  Captain  William  Middleton*,  in  the  time  of  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  were  then  two  of  our  muff  didmguifhed  writers.  i  he 
former  made  a  curious  translation  ot  the  New  I  edament  into 
WelSh,  wherein  he  combined  the  various  dialebls  ot  the  principa¬ 
lity ;  he  alfo  formed  a  vocabulary,  and  a  grammar;  all  which  he 
printed.  Captain  William  Middleton  made  an  elegant  verfion  of 
the  p films  upon  the  twenty-four  Metres,  a  form  which  rendered 
them  moie  to  be  admired  111  the  clolec,  than  for  to  be  uled  m  the 
public  Service.  E  is  remarkable,  that  moft  of  this  work  was  done 
on  board  his  Ship,  when  Stationed  in  the  Wed  Indies.  1  his  was 
printed  after  his  death.  He  alfo  wrote  a  grammar,  of  which  I 
have  a  manufcript  copy,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  ever 
printed. 

Tne  lad  public  effort  to  give  new  life  to  the  bardic  cuftoms,  in 
North  Wales,  was  a  proclamation,  iffued  by  queen  Elizabeth,  in 
1^67,  for  holding- a  congrefs  at  Caerwys.  But  all  that  was  done 
there  only  discovered,  thatWelfti  poetry  was  hadening  to  affume 
that  character,  which  marks  the  conclufion  of  this  third  epoch ; 
it  was  then  declining  equally  with  the  patronage  which  was  the 
Soul  of  it ;  for  the  caufe  as  well  as  the  effeSt  were  evident  in  that 
meeting  ;  which,  indead  of  being  the  periodical  jubilee  of  a  per¬ 
manent  inditution,  was  no  more  than  an  empty  parade,  to  gratify 
a  few  well-meaning  gentlemen,  who  had  not  influence  enough  to 
bring  their  example  into  general  imitation. 


The  fourth  Epoch  has  its  commencement  with  the  Seventeenth 
century.  At  this  time  the  gentry  of  Wales  had  formed  Such  an 
intercourse  with  England,  that  their  national  cuftoms  were  worn 
away  considerably,  and  they  began  to  aflame  the  general  polifh  of 
Europe,  So  inimical  to  local  excellence  often  contained  in  the  re¬ 
mains  of  ancient  manners.  The  effeft  of  Such  an  intercourse  was  not 
only  the  annihilation  or  the  patronage  theretofore  given  to  the  bards. 


*  Brother  to  the  celebrated  Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  who  cut 
V/are  to  London. 


the  New  River  from, 

but 
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but  even  a  prejudice  was  imbibed  againft  the  language,  and  means 
were  introduced,  though  ineffeHually,  to  aboliib  it  altogether,  as 
too  barbarous  for  their  now  refined  organs.  After  this  observa¬ 
tion,  it  is  rather  needlefs  to  fay  how  the  Welfh  poetry  mu  ft  flourilh 
in  this  period  ;  however,  we  find  it  far  fuperior  to  what  the  pre- 
mi  fes  afford  room  to  expefif. 

The  more  laborious  and  intricate  fpecies  of  compofitions  now 
neeeffarily  give  way  to  thofethat  require  lefs  time  and  ftudy;  how¬ 
ever  with  fome  few  exceptions,  where  genius  diftained  all  impedi¬ 
ments.  Hence  the  epigrammatic  Pennittion,  Interludes ,  and  Songs , 
become  more  generally  cultivated.  But.  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  did  not 
originate  with  the  period  now  under  confideration  ;  for  it  is  one  of 
the  remains  of  the  bardic  methods  of  enriching  the  public  memory 
with  maxims ;  and  it  is  furprifing  what  a  body  of  fentiment  is 
orally  preferved  by  this  means  amongft  the  people  ;  it  being  noun- 
common  thing  to  meet  with  perfons  who  can  repeat  or  fing  to  the 
harp,  fome  hundreds  of  thefe  Penmlliun.  The  Interludes  are  of 
no  great  antiquity  amongft  us,  perhaps,  but  there  is  no  certainty 
when  they  were  introduced,  as  it  is  a  rarity  to  find  them  men¬ 
tioned  except  cafually  by  writers,  they  being  deemed  of  inferior 
confideration ;  but  they  have  been  a  very  general  entertainment, 
at  particular  feafons  of  the  year,  at  leaft  from  the  beginning  of 
this  period.  Song-writing  certainly  was  not  very  general  in  North 
Wales  before  the  time  of  Charles  I.  In  South  Wales  it  is  of 
higher  antiquity  and  more  elegant  and  elaborate  in  its  metres. 
What  feemingly  made  this  fort  of  compofition  fo  general  in  North 
Wales,  was  the  fame  acquired  in  it  by  Hugh  Morris,  a  celebrated 
Poet,  who  flourifhed  till  nearly  the  end  of  the  feventeenth  cen¬ 
tury  ;  a  farther  acquaintance  with  whom,  and  with  the  poetry  of 
this  period,  is  had  in  the  following  account. 

Me  irion. 


A  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Hugh  Morphs. 

by  David  Samwell. 


London,  Oclohe?~,  1796* 

IT  is  obferved  by  the  #  writer  of  the  life  of  Dafydd  ab  Gwilym, 
prefixed  to  his  poems,  lately  publifhed  t  in  London,  that  biogra- 

phy 

*  The  ingenious  Mr.  William  Owen,  Author  of  the  Welfn  Dictionary  now  in 
the  courfe  of  publication,  a  work  which,  for  the  immenfe  labour  employed  in  the 
execution,  its  copioufnefs  and  perfpicuity,  its  erudition,  and  deep  reftarch,  will 
long  ftand  a  fpendid  monument  of  the  induftry,  the  learning,  and  the  talents  of 
the  Author. 

+  From  the  manufeript,  and  under  the  diredtion  of  Mr.  Owen  Jones,  the  founder 
of  the  Society  of  Gwyntddigion  in  London.  His  ztal  in  the  cultivation,  and 
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phy  hath  been  almod.  entirely  negleHed  in  Wales,  and  that  the 
perfonal  hidory  of  our  moll  didinguifhed  poets  icldom  jfurvives 
their  cotemporaries.  Whoever  confiders  the  fubjedf,  mull  allow, 
that  the  complaint  is  not  unfounded.  With  a  view,  therefore,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  cultivators  of  the  Cambrian  mufe,  to  this 
pleafing  and  interefling  branch  of  literature,  as  well  as  from  re- 
fpedt  for  a  favorite  author,  I  have  collected  a  few  memorials  of 
the  celebrated  bard,  Hugh  Morris.  That  they  are  but  few,  is 
to  be  regretted.  They  were  to  be  fought  for  in  the  (hallow 
and  nearly,  exhauded  dream  of  oral  tradition,  which,  unlike  all 
others,  diminifhes  in  its  volume  and  treafure,  in  proportion  to  the 
didance  it  has  wandered  from  its  fource.  Doubtlefs  there  are 
many  perfons  in  the  principality,  attached  to  thefe  dudies,  who 
have  it  in  their  power  to  enlarge  and  improve  this  flight  (ketch  of 
the  hidory  of  the  moll  popular,  if  not  the  fird  poets  111  the  W elfh 
language.  » 

Hugh  Morris  was  born  at  Pont  y  Meibion ,  in  the  pariih  of 
Llandlin,  Denbighlhire,  in  the  vear  1622.  His  father  was  a  re- 
fpe&able  farmer,  and  Hugh  was  his  third  fon.  At  a  proper  age, 
he  was  put  apprentice  to  a  tanner,  who  lived  at  a  houfe  called 
Gzvaliau ,  near  Overton  in  Fiintfhire.  He  left  that  duration  before 
the  expiration  of  his  time,  owing,  as  it  is  (aid,  to  the  following 
circum dance.  Having  been  fent  to  fetch  a  horfe  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  held,  he  repofed  him  fel  l,  and  fell  afleep,  under  the  lhade 
of  a  large  elm  tree  On  awaking,  as  from  a  trance,  he  found  him¬ 
felf,  like  the  Pythian  oracle  of  old,  “  filled  with  the  God,’’  or 
drongly  infpired  by  the  Awenydd. 

This  event  having  probably  unfitted  him,  (in  the  language  of 
the  beautiful  Scotch  poet,  Burns)  4;  Darkling  to  grub  this  earthly 
“  hole  in  low  purfuit,”  was  the  occafion  of  a  difagreement  with 
his  mader,  and  of  his  quitting  the  bufinefs,  which  he  never  after¬ 
wards  followed;  but  obeying  the  impulfe  of  his  celedial  vifltant. 


liberal  patronage  of  Welfh  literature,  have  far  excelled  any  thing  of  the  kind  in 
this,  or  perhaps  any  former  age ;  and  juftly  entitle  him  to  rank,  the  Maecenas  of 
learning,  in  the  ancient  Bri  ifh  language. 

I  was  lorry  to  obferve  in  the  preface  to  a  long  poem,  called  ry^ivydd  y  Dr'ndod ,  dif- 
refpedtful  mention  made  of  this  publication  of  the  works  of  our  ciaffic  bard,  which 
have  been  always  admired  and  conlidered  by  men  of  tafte,  among  the  happieft  effu- 
fions  of  the  Cambrian  mufe.  The  preface  writer,  who  finds  it  impoffible  wholly  to 
condemn,  feems  difpofed  to 

u  Damn  with  faint  praife,  affent  with  civil  leer, 
ii  And  without  filtering,  teach  the  reft  to  l'neer.” 

When  Welfh.  authors  themfelves,  either  from  envy  or  ignorance,  thus  endeavour 
to  depreciate  the  molt  patriotic  and  generous  exertions  in  favour  of  the  language  !  — 
What  is  to  be  expedled  ;  but  that  they  muft  continue  to  meet  that  negledl  and  want 
of  encouragement,  againlt  which  we  hear  fuch  loud  and  frequent  complaints.  l'iie 
writer  in  queftion  too  appears  among  the  nioft  forward  in  the  cry. 

gave 
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gave  himfelf  up  a  willing  votary  to  the  mufes.  This  account, 
•which  was  given  to  me  as  undoubted  matter  of  fact, .  bears 
feme  affinity  to  that  of  bees,  having  ftrewed  honey  on  the-. Lips  of 
Horace,  when  he  was  caught  napping  in  the  like  fituation. — Both 
are  allegorical— at  the  fame  time  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  the  bard 
might,  at  a  certain  period,  have  felt  the  poetical  inspiration  glowing 
with  uncommon  fervor,  and  that  he  noted  the  circumftance,  and 
thereby  gave  room  for  the  currency  of  this  fanciful  doing  the 
truth  of  which  was  not  in  the  lead  doubted  by  the  perfon  from 
whom  I  received  it.  From  another  quarter,  however,  I  was  given 
to.  underhand,  that  he  ran  away  from  his  indentures,  m  confe- 
quence  of  deeping,  not  with  the  mufe,  but  with  his  maker's 
daughter.  On  a  difputed  point  of  this  moment,  it  would  be  pre- 
fumptuous  111  me  to  decide.  All  I  can  lay  to  the  reader  is  ■ 

u  Utrum  horum  mavis  accipe.” 

should  the  latter  be  deemed  the  more  probable  dory,  dill  it  doth 
not  attach  fo  much  blame  to  the  Cambrian  hard,  as  fell  to  the  lot 
of  the  immortal  Shakfpeare,  through  his  partiality  tor  venifon, 
which  drove  him  an  exile  from  his  native  plains,  the  fhores  of 
Avon,  and  fortunately  for  thofe  who  are  bled  with  a  tade  for  poe¬ 
try.  fixed  him  a  cultivator  of  the  dramatic  mufe  on  the  banks  of 
Thames. 

Having  left  his  fituation,  through  too  violent  an  attachment  to 
the  nymphs  of  Parnaffus,  or  the  fair  maid  of  Gwali&u,  we  aie  to 
follow  him  to  his  paternal  farm,  Pont  y  iVleibion ;  tneie  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  hufbandry  occupied  his  attention,  till  he  became  famed 
through  the  country,  as  the  drd  poet  of  his  time.  vVe  then  find 
him  a  frequent  and  welcome  gued  at  various  gentlemen  s  feats  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ohm  Ccinog  ;  particularly  at  Plus  Newydd , 
and  with  Mr.  Given  ef  Porkington ,  who,  from  congenial  tade,  as 
it  feems,  became  his  principal  patron  and  friend.  It  is  recorded, 
that  at  one  time  he  chanced  to  have  a  converfation  with  two 
bifhops  at  the  latter  place,  on  the  fubjedt  of  religion,  and  that  by 
dint  of  genius,  and  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  feriptures,  he 
acquitted  himfelf  with  much  credit.  Indeed,  according  to  my  in¬ 
formation,  lie  proved  too  many  for  their  loidfhips,  and  foiled  them 
at  their  own  weapons.  Few  will  hedifpofedto  extend  their  faith  thus 
far;  it  only  fhews  that  the  gift  of  poety  has  been  conbdered  by  the 
common  people  m  all  ages,  as  including  the  attainments  of  fcience 
and  learning,  and  almod  every  other  accomplifhment;  _  We  know 
that  Hugh  Morris  was  well  verfed  in  the  facred  writings,  as  well 
as  a  man  of  uncommon  talents,  and  that  he  was  looked  upon  by 
his  cotemporaries,  in  lomewhat  of  a  facred  light,  as  a  man  divinely 
infpired  and  endowed  from  above  with  wonderful  powers  of  mind. 
Such  is  the  popular  and  current  tradition  of  the  country  at 
this  day. 
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It  doth  not  feem  that  he  had  much  fchool  education,  the  extent 
of  his  learning  reached  no  further  than  reading  and  writing  his 
native  language,  and  perhaps  the  Engliffi,  lie  was  more  indebted 
to  nature  than  to  art.  He  affords  a  proof  among  many  others  of 
the  truth  of  the  axiom,  “  Poeta  nafcitur  non  fit.”  My  friend  Xolo 
Morganwg,  in  the  preface  to  his  poems  lately  publifhed,  fup ports 
a  contrary  opinion,  and  I  believe  Dr.  Johnfbn  doth  the  fame  ; 
yet  notwithftanding  thefe  high  authorities,  I  am  perfediiy  con¬ 
vinced  of  its  being  founded  in  nature  and  truth. 

He  was  a  religious  man  of  exemplary  moral  condudf;  his 
writings  every  where  difcover  a  heart  impreffed  with  virtuous  fen- 
timents,  an  humble  mind,  fubinilTive  and  refigned  to  the  will  of 
his  Creator.  He  took  mo  fmall  pains  to  diffeminate  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  religion  among  his  countrymen.  From  the  efteem  and  ve¬ 
neration  in  which  his  opinions  were  held  among  the  middling  and 
lower  claffes  of  fociety,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that/his  writ¬ 
ings  had  a  powerful  and  beneficial  influence  over  the  morals  and 
manners  of  the  common  people :  the  happiefl  ufe  to  which  poetry 
can  be  applied.  To  check  vice  and  injuftice,  to  aid  the  caufe  of 
virtue,  and  inculcate  the  precepts  of  benevolence  and  huma¬ 
nity,  the  poet  was  ever  ready  to  exert  his  talents.  At  one 
time  we  find  him.  employing  his  mufe  in  the  friendly  office  or  ter¬ 
minating  barbarous  feuds  and  litigations  that  occafionally  difturb-ed 
the  peace  of  his  neighbourhood  ;  at  others,  fupplicating  relief  from 
the  opulent,  for  an  unfortunate  retainer  of  the  mules,  a  poor  wi¬ 
dow,  or  helplefs  .orphan.  As  thofe  applications  feldom  or  never 
failed  of  fuccefs;  the  well  known  line  of  Horace  may  be  applied  to 
him  with  fmgular  juflice.  “  Onme  tulit  punbium  qui  m  if  cult 
utile  dulci.” 

In  politics,  he  was  attached  to  monarchy,  and  a  {launch  friend 
to  the  caufe  of  Charles  I.  During  the  civil  war  he  did  not  Hand 
an  idle  fpedfator  of  the  feenes  paffing  before  him.  He  exerted  all 
the  powers  of  his  pen  on  the  fide  of  royalty.  Several  fatirical  com- 
pofitions,  expreffive  of  his  principles  in  church  and  Hate,  are  in 
print;  it  is  fuppofed  he  wrote  many  more,  which  are  Mattered 
about  the  country  in  manulcript.  At  one  period,  when  the  Qli- 
verians  were  triumphant,  he  was  obliged  to  keep  out  of  the  way 
on  account  of  his  writings,  againft  that  party.  The  conclufion  of 
that  excellent  long,  or  rather,  ironical  elegy ,  called  Marzmiad 
Gwyr  O  liver,  alludes  to  troubles  in  which  he  had  been  involved 
for  the  royal  caufe.  After  the  reHoration,  he  thus  prophefies  of 
his  future  Etc,  ffiould  the  fedlaries  chance  again  to  acquire  the 
afcendancy. 

“  Os  hapia  ier  Arth  gyfodi  o’i  gwal,” 

“  A  chware  a’r  Llew  ac  ynnilf  gal,” 

“  Bydd  fiwr  imi,  am  fy  Marwnad  fal,” 

“  Deilwng  Daledigaeth.” 

'  c>  o 
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In  the  fame  ftanza  he  refers  to  fome  of  his  works,  which  he 
fhould  be  obliged  to  deftroy. 


“  Mi  dafla’r  Llyfrau  Achau  i’r  tan,” 
“  Caned  ffarwel  fawr  a  man  ’ 

“  I  gleddyf  glan  gelyniaeth.” 


Notwith handing  that  Hugh  enlifled  under  the  banners  of  a  par¬ 
ty,  and  wielded,  with  a  ftrong  arm,  the  fword  of  contention,  01 ,  as 
the  above  may  be  tranflated,  the  weapon  of  fair  argument,  it  doth 
not  appear  to  have  had  t lie  effedl  of  louring  his  temper.  A  vein 
of  canclor  and  good  nature  runs  through  ail  his  fatiri'cal  writings. 
Their  predominant  character  is  humour.  In  many  parts  he  has 
lafhed  the  hypocrify  and  religious  cant  of  the  times  in  a  flram  ot 
wit  and  irony,  equal  to  any  thing  to  be  found  in  Butler  on  the 
fame  fubjeEt:  for  example,  alluding  to  the  various  religious  fects 

of  the  day. 

“  Nis  gwyr  y  Gwr  gwirion,  pwy  a  goeliayn  e*  galon^ 

“  Gan  faint  fydd  Athrawon,  drawn  gryfion  drwy  Gred, 

“  A  phawb  a’i  groes  grefydd  heb  ga’iyn  mod  gilydd 
DrwyT  Gwledydd  mae’n  Gwilydd  eu  gweled” 

“  Rhai  a  ddywed  yn  dduwiol  rnae  r  go!  fydd  yfpiydoR 
«  A  o'  eraill  modd  gwrol  a  ganmoly  Gwydd;” 

“  A^rhai  fy’n  deify fu  y  Crydd  i’w  ceryddu; 

“  A’r  lieillyn  moliannuT  Melinydd.” 


Political  contentions  will  at  times  warp  the  mind,  or  darken  the 
underffanding,  of  men  of  the  beft  intentions.  In  a  fong  compofed  on 
the  plot  of  the  year  1683,  Hugh  has  treated  the  memory  of  Alger¬ 
non  Sydney  in  a  manner  highly  reprehentible;  he  accufes  him  of 
having  confeffed  on  the  fcaffold  a  defign  to  kill  king  Charles  IT 
and  his  brother  James.  1  his  is  fo  dneftly  contrary  to  faft,  that  I 
am  aftonifhed  to  find  fuch  an  affertion  come  from  his  pen;  perhaps 
{lories  of  that  defeription  might  be  propagated  m  the  country,  to 
calumniate  the  great  patriot,  and  to  anfwer  the  crooked  policy  of 
that  reign,  and  that  our  bard  was  deceived.  I  cannot  think  him  ca¬ 
pable  ot  advancing  in  the  firfl  inflance,  or  giving  a  currency  to  an 
untruth,  to  anfwer  any  purpofe,  or  to  ferve  any  pai  t}r. 

Hu  oh  was  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  and  limb  in  his  warfare 
ao-ainft  private  a&.s  of  injuitice,  as  well  as  through  the  part  he  took 
in  political  controverfy.  An  effate  near  Rhuabon  was  wreffed,  and 
for  a  time  kept  back  from  the  right  heir,  by  a  forged  will,  which 

the  hand  of  the  late  owner,  after  his  deceafe,  had  been  guided  to 
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fublcribe,  and  therefore  his  name  was  fworn  to,  as  his  fign  attire. 
\\  hen  the  affair  was  brought  to  light,  Hugh  feverely  1  allied  the 
principal  affors  in  this  dark  bufinefs,  in  a  fatire  called  “  Tir  y 
1  AER  ion,”  to  retaliate,  in  home  way  of  perfonal  injury,  the  party 
confpired  to  lay  hold  of  him.  When  they  arrived  at  Pont  y 
Meibion,  the  firlf  perfon  they  met  with  was  the  poet  himielf,  but 
not  knowing  him  otherways  than  by  his  writings,  they  enquired  if 
Hugh  Morris  was  at  home  ?  gelling  at  their  errand,  he  anfwered  in 
the  negative,  but  faid  he  would  conduct  them  to  the  place  where  he 
was.  On  the  way,  he  found  an  opportunity  to  make  his  efcape 
unobferv-ed,  as  much,  no  doubt,  to  his  own  fatisfaQion,  as  their 
difappointment. 

Has  wit  and  pleafant  converfation,  together  with  his  great  fame 
as  a  poet,  put  his  company  in  a  ft  ate  of  requifition,  at  all  meetings 
dedicated  to  conviviality.  We  are  not  to  wonder  then,  if,  on  fome 
occafions,  he  fhould  have  been  familiar  with  the  jolly  God.  Anec¬ 
dotes  of  this  caff,  when  pregnant  with  humorous  incident,  have 
from  time  immemorial,  been  recorded  of  many  a  Weifh  bard,  and 
without  much  ceremony,  transferred  from  one  to  another,  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  recolleffion  or  fancy  of  the  hiftorian  might  happen  to 
prompt  him.  Nothing  is  trifling  in  the  hiffory  of  genius.  The 
following  ffory  therefore  need  not  to  be  withheld,  though  it  repre¬ 
sents  Homer  nodding. 

Hugh  Morris  and  another  bard,  fuppofed  to  be  Edward 
Morris,  of  Perthi  Llwydion,  having  drank  freely  at  Porkim/ton, 
on  the  eve,  when  they  were  engaged  to  fpend  the  night  at^Plas 
Newydd,  Llanfilin,  were  fain  to  fet  off  for  the  latter  place,  while 
under  the  influence  of  Bacchus,  as  wrell  as  the  rnufes.  An  extenfive 
common  lay  in  their  way,  which  they  were  not  fortunate 
enough  to  reach,  1 

“  Till  over  half  the  globe, 

“  Darknefs  had  fpread  her  pitchy  robe.” 

They  attempted  however  to  crofs  this  (to  them)  Arabian  defart, 
without  a  guide,  and  without  a  compafs.  Not  being  able  to  keep 
a  ftraight  courfe,  (no  more  than  Commodore  Trunnion’s  horfe 
in  the  wind’s  eye,)  they  made  various  irregular  traverfes,  which 
inftead  of  fhortening,  rather  increafed  their  diftance  from  the  de- 
fired  haven.  At  length  fatigue  overtook  thefe  wayward  travellers, 
and,  without  ceremony,  laid  them  proffrate  on  the  plain.  They 
knew  full  well  that  their  company  was  much  defired  to  enliven 
the  f  chive  feene  to  which  they  had  been  invited.  A  ray  of  hope, 
therefore,  gleamed  athwart  the  cloudy  atmofphere  of  their  brains* 
that  a  meffenger  with  horfes  would  arrive  and  extricate  them  from 
the  hough  of  defpond,  into  which  they  had  fo  unhappily  floun¬ 
dered.  E.  Morris  being  confeious  of  their  inability  to  proceed  a 
ttep  farther  without  alii  (lance,  celelfial  or  terrellriaf,  agreeably  to 
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the  cu (lorn  of  great  men  in  diftrefs,  betook  himfelf  to  prayer,  and 
tried  out,  “  Archa’  jDduw  mae  March  a  dde).  Hugh,  though 
much  of  the  fame  opinion  as  to  their  helplefs  fituation,  yet  fore- 
feeing  the  difficulty  of  mounting,  as  well  as  the  danger  of  a  pre¬ 
cipitate  defcent  from  a  horfe  of  fifteen  hands  high,  anfwered,  as  if 
bv  inftmdt : 

•t 

“  Archa’  lefu  am  farch  ifelT 

No  Pegafus  arriving  to  lift  them  above  the  common  fons  of*  clay,} 
thefe  two  luminaries  of  the  Wefth  mufe  became  ftationary, 

And  falling  prone,  as  needs  they  mull, 

Who  cannot  Hand  upright, 

Contented  on  their  mother  earth 
They  paffed  away  the  night  ; 

* 

At  the  }  -jjwhen 

“  The  feather’d  fongfler,  Chanticleer, 

“  Had  wound  his  bugle  horn, 

“  And  told  the  early  villager 
“  The  coming  of  the  morn. 

E.  Morris  awaked,  and  ad  drifted  his  brother  bard  5 

“  Y-Ceiliog  ffei  o’n  Cwilydd, 

“  Gyhoedd  don  syn  gwaeddi  dydd* 


Hugh,  willing 

Longer  to  prefs  the  verdant  fod, 

Juft  peep’d  from  out  the  Land  of  Noel, 

And  anfwered, 

“  Y  Ceiliog,  ni  chan  ond  Celvvydd, 

**  Bran  a  edwyn  derfyn  dydd.” 

Prefentlv  Aurora  flood  tiptoe  on  the  mifty  mountain’s  head,  wMcM 
the  watchful  crow  no  fooner  perceived  than  fhe  began  to  call  her 
feathered  tribes  to  their  daily  amufements.  E.  M.  impatient  to 
be  gone,  and  knowing  that  Hugh,  for  the  fake  of  prolonging  his 
reft,  had  preferred  the  crow  to  the  cock,  as  a  morning  watch, 
concluded  that  now  he  could  have  no  objedfion  to  ftart,  or  excufe 
to  ftay,  he  gave  him  a  found  (baking,  and  exclaimed,  in  a  paffion  ; 

“  A  glywch  chwi  ddiawl  y  gloch  ddydd  s’* 
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“  Dyn  a  Maen  dynno  i  Mennydd, 

anfwered  Hugh  ;  then  unwillingly  rofe  and  accompanied  Edward 
Morris ;  but  whether  to  Pias  Newydd  or  Pont  y  Meibion,  hiflory 
doth  not  record. 

From  the  wit  and  vivacity  of  the  foregoing  dialogue,  we  may 
conclude  that  the  bards  were  as  much  overcome  by  fatigue,  and 
puzzled  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  as  by  the  Prong  ale  of  Por- 
kington. 

It  feems  that  the  poet  was  rather  ordinary  in  his  perfon.  A  far¬ 
mer  of  his  neighbourhood,  who  died  not  many  years  ago  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  and  had  been  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  ufed  to 
reprefent  him  to  his  grandfon,  my  late  ingenious  friend,  Sion 
Ceiriog,  as  a  tall  man,  with  a  long  face,  fallow  complexion,  and 
marked  with  the  fmall  pox. 

As  he  was  riding  one  Sunday,  on  a  white  horfe,  towards  his 
pari  Hi  church,  a  man  pointed  to  him,  and  Paid  to  his  companion, 
“  Dyna  Hugh  Morris the  other  exclaimed,  “  Ai’r  Hwrdd  yna  ?” 
which  the  bard  over-hearing,  immediately  anfwered, 

Dyn  wyf  i  nid  wyf  i  Hwrdd  ; 

Gwn  fy  hun  nad  wyf  i  hardd : 

Dywed  i  fi  os  wyt  ti  fardd, 

Lie  mae  colofnau  canghau  cerdd. 

What  property  he  pofTeffed  I  never  heard,  nor  how  he  fupported 
himfelf,  for  he  followed  no  bufinefs.  All  that  I  have  learnt  is, 
that  he  lived  in  an  eafy  retirement,  firft  with  his  brother,  and  lat¬ 
terly  with  his  nephew,  at  Pont  y  Meibion,  where  he  died  the 
31ft  of  Auguft,  1709,  aged  87,  and  was  buried  at  Llanfilin ;  the 
following  epitaph  is  engraved  on  his  tomb-ftone  : 

Dyma  Huw  a  fu  byw  yn  y  byd,  yn  bencerdd 
Am  bynciau  celfyddyd  ; 

Gwir  organ  y  gan  i  gyd ; 

Diammau  yw,  dyma  Ovyd. 

ErGroegiakl,  blaeniaid,  aer  blys,  iawn  naddiad 
Awenyddiaeth  fedrys 
Lladingwyr  ledwyr  dilys, 

Hwya  mawredd  Huw  Morys. 

Y  parch.  Mr.  Robert  Wynne, 

Vicar  Gwyddelwern. 

Hugh  Morris  is  to  be  ranked  among  the  firft  of  the  Welfh  poets. 
His  imagination  was  fertile,  various,  and  fublime  ;  every  thing 
flows  from  his  pen  with  fuch  felicity  and  eafe,  that  his  works  may 
be  called  infpiration  itfelf.  We  find  nothing  in  them  forced,  no¬ 
thing  that  betrays  laborious  effort,  but  all  the  genuine  offspring 
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of  the  mufe ;  it  was  no  lefs  happily  than  truly  faid,  after  his  de** 

ceafe, 

Priddyn  yn  Llanfilin  fydd 
Ar  Wyneb  yr  Awenydd. 

He  eminently  excelled  in  that  talent  which  we  call  humour,  and 
was  equally  matter  of  the  pathetic  and  the  fublime.  For  a  proof 
of  the  firft  I  would  particularly  refer  to  Marwnad  Gwyr  Oliver — 
Cerdd  i  ofyn  Feiol—Cyffes  a  hanes  Die  y  Dawns— and  Carol y  Civilian 
yn  amjer  Gwyr  Oliver . 

In  the  pathetic  ftyle  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  thing  more 
tender  or  affecting  than  the  Elegy  on  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Middletons 
of  Plas  Newydd,  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue  between  the  deceafed 
and  her  furviving  hufband.  In  one  place  he  fondly  enquires  • 

Nichawn  dditn  tegwch  mewn  dirgelwch, 

Na  difyrwch  yn  dy  fedd ! 

Oesfodd  i’m  llyged  fyth  gaei  gweled, 

Yn  llawn  dw*  addfed,  llun  dy  wedd  r — « 

She  anfwers : 

Nid  ellwch  ganfod  fyth  dan  fargod, 

Pridd  a  thyfod  pa’r  fath  wy  : 

Ni  ddoin  fy  mlodau  i  Faelor  olau, 

•  Nag  i  Gaerau  Melau  mwy. 

The  laft  couplet  is  fingularly  beautiful  and  affe&ing. — He  then 
concludes  : 

Ffarwel  garedig  wraig  fonheddig, 

Bendigedig  oedd  dy  gael  ; 

Er  colli  tegwch  a  diddanwch 
Doniau  Harddwch,  mae  Duw’n  hael  : 

D  uw  gwna’n  fodlon  fy  meddylion 
Tth  amcanion  doethion  dil 
Nid  yw  ryfedd  faint  fy  anhunedd, 

Dod  amynedd,  Dad,  imi ! 

A  dod  Drugaredd,  rhanwr  rhinwedd, 

Yn  y  diwedd  i  ni  ein  dau, 

A  madden  i’m  calon  am  fy  ngwenfron, 

Wych  a  ffvddlon,  ei  choffau  1 

The  two  mod  beautiful  compofitions  in  the  Englifh  language, 
on  the  fame  fubje£ts,  are,  A  Monody  on  the  Death  of  his  Lady ,  by 
Lord  Lyttleton  ;  the  other,  To  the  Memory  of  a  young  Lady ,  by  Mr. 
Shaw:  whoever  will  compare  them  with  this  elegy,  muft  allow 
that  they  are  equalled,  if  not  excelled,  by  the  Cambrian  bard. 
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Cyffes  Hugh  Moris  or  ei  glaf  holy ,  is  a  compofition  marked 
throughout  with  elevated  di6tion  and  fublime  fentiment.  The 
conclufion  is  animated  and  grand. 

44  Am  grair  Creadigaeth,  am  Bryniad  dibriniaeth, 

4<  Am  radon  Grediniaeth,  buwluniaeth  dy  blant, 

44  Datsaned  Brenhinoedd,  a’r  holi  Ddaear-hiloedd, 

44  Yn  filoedd  at  filoedd  it  foliant. 

44  Pawb  a  glodforant  Ddaw  611  a  ddeallant  ; 

44  Y  Doniau  a  dderbyniant,  o  lwyddiant  dy  law  ; 

44  Pob  rhoddiad  berffeithlan  fy  anrheg  gyfurlan, 

44  O’th  fawredd  di  allan  yn  deilliaw. 

He  handled  religious  fubje&s  with  adequate  dignity,  and  never 
touched  the  Ark  with  unhallowed  hands.  This  is  acknowledged  to 
be  no  eafy  talk.  Among  the  Englifh,  the  praife  of  having  accom¬ 
pli  (bed  it  is  due  to  Milton  ;  among  the  Welfh,  to  Hugh  Morris. 
It  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place  to  notice  a  moft  unbecoming 
cuftom  that  prevails  among  fome  Welfh  poets;  it  is  the  frequent 
and  hackneyed  ufe  they  make  of  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
That  name,  which  ought  never  to  be  mentioned  but  with  awe  and 
reverence,  is  introduced  on  the  moft  trifling  fubje&s,  and  fo  often 
repeated,  merely  for  the  fake  of  filling  up  the  meafure  of  a  line,  or 
of  forming  the  alliterative  concatenation  of  Cynghanedd ,  that  it 
appears  really  fhocking;  nor  can  it  be  confidered  as  anything  lefs 
than  blafphemy.  Religious  topics,  and  thofe  the  moft  abftrufe  and 
profound,  are,  with  great  impropriety,  frequently  nlade  the  fub- 
jects  of  common  ballads  in  our  language.  The  Cambrian  mufe 
has  ever  claimed  my  warmed  attachment,  and,  for  her  credit,  I 
fincerely  wifh  that  the  writers,  here  alluded  to,  would  give  the 
above  remark  its  due  confideration,  and  not  wantonly  take  the 
name  of  the  Lord  their  *  God  in  vain. 


*  Inltances  are  to  be  found  in  abundance.  The  Welfh  Magazine  exhibited  very 
lately  two  fhort  compofitions  of  little  merit,  each  beginning, 

44  Duw  y  Duwiau !” 

If  -we  enquire  for  what  important  purpofe  fuch  a  folemn  and  awful  invocation  is 
made  to 

The  God  of  Gods, 

1  We  fhall  find,  it  is  to  implore  affiftance  to  accomplish  the  mighty  talk  of  ftringing 
together  a  few  ridiculous  ftanzas. 

Horace  looked  in  a  more  facred  light,  even  on  the  heathen  deities.  He  deemed 
it  profanation  to  introduce  their  agency,  or  names,  on  every  trifling  occaf.on . 

«  Nec  Deus  interfit,  nifi  dignus  vindice  nodus 
(i  Incident. M 
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The  greater  part  of  our  poet’s  wor  ks,  is  eompofed  in  fong  mea¬ 
sure.  I  have  feen  feveral  Cywyddau  of  his  writing,  and  am  in¬ 
formed,  he  eompofed  a  few  plays,  called  Chwareuon *.  He  is, 
however,  moll  diftinguifhed  as  a  fong  or  lyric  writer,  in  which 
path,  fo  allonilhingly  hath  he  been  thought  to  excell,  that  a  late 
author  compares  him  to  “  a  furprififlg  comet,  appearing  after  the 
revolution  of  300  years,”  the  date  of  Dafydd  ab  Gwilym’s  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  poetical  firmament  ;  both  thefe  authors,  he  ob- 
ferves,  “  abounded  in  pure  nature,  and  were  not  feemingly  under 
any  obligation  to  art.” 

Mr.  Edward  Williams,  (Ialo  Morganwg )  fo  juftly  celebrated 
as  a  Welfh  and  Englilh  poet,  as  well  as  for  his  extenfive  and  pro¬ 
found  knowledge  in  Welfh  antiquities,  has  informed  me,  that 
Gwilym  Hywel,  of  Llanidlos,  had  formed  a  colledlion  of  the 
works  of  Hugh  Morris,  amounting  to  300  pieces  ;  thefe  he 
fuppofes,  are  now  in  the  poffefTion  of  his  fon,  a  fhopkeeper  in  that 
town  ;  it  is  much  to  be  wiflied,  that  they  fhould  be  committed  to 
the  prefs*  There  are  few  produ&ions  in  our  language,  more 
worthy  of  being  preferved,  than  thofe  of  Hugh  Morris.  The 
greatell  number  of  his  compofitions,  that  have  hitherto  appeared 
in  print,  are  to  be  found  in  the  Blodeugerdd ,  and  Llyfr  Foul/i  Owen. 
It  is  faid,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Dinbren,  near  Llangollen,  has  a  com¬ 
plete  colle&ion  of  his  works — this  information  I  received  from 
the  poet’s  namefake,  Mr.  Hugh  Maurice,  of  London,  a  young 
man  of  very  promifing  talents.  , 

Hugh  Morris,  as  hath  been  already  obferved,  was  a  member,  and 
Heady  friend  bf  the  Englilh  communion,  both  through  principle 
and  education  ;  and  appears  to  have  formed  no  favourable  opinion 
of  the  reafonablenefs  or  utility  of  di (Tenting  from  the  ellablilhed 
church;  the  following  lines,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel,  allude  to 
this: 

44  Carai  *r  Eglwys  gaeroglan, 

“  A  gweled  Honed  y  Llan, 

“  Ni  charai  ond  yd,  burfryd  Bor, 

44  Naws  gobaith,  mewn  Yfgubor.” 

There  are  few  thinking  men,  who,  on  coufidering  the  harmony 
and  brotherly  love,  fo  evidently  promoted  and  cherilhed  by  unani¬ 
mity  in  public  worfhip,  would  not  wifh  to  be  numbered,  efpecially 
in  a  church  fo  enlightened  as  our  own  ;  among  thofe  of  whom  it 
might  be  faid  individually, 

Carai’r  Eglwys  gaeroglan 
A  gweled  Honed  y  Llan. 

Is  not  this  fentiment,  I  would  alk,  more  conducive  to  human 
liappinefs,  than  that,  which  under  the  cloak  of  godlinefs,  fets  igno- 
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rant  people  at  variance,  about  they  know  not  what  ?  and  fows  the 
feeds  of  difcord  and  hatred  in  a  foil,  where  forbearance,  love,  and 
charity,  fhould  alone  be  cultivated! — 

“  Nis  gwyr  y  Gwr  gwirion,  pwy  a  goelia  yn  ei  Galon, 

**  Gan  faint  fydd  Athrawon  yn  gryfion  drwy  Gred  ; 

“  A  phawb  a’i  grots  grefydd,  heb  ga’lyn  moi  gilydd 
“  Drwy’r  Gwledydd  mae’n  g’wilydd  ei  gweled. 

This  is  the  language  of  a  man  of  fenfe,  who  had  maturely  formed 
his  judgment  on  a  knowledge  of  mankind. 

In  the  following  flanza,  Hugh  may  be  allowed  his  claim  to  the 
prophetic,  as  well  as  poetical  infpiration ;  and  to  have  united  in 
himfelf,  the  chara&er  defignated  by  the  Latin  word,  Vates. 

“  Duw  cadw  ’r  Athrawon  milwraidd  mal  Aaron, 

“  I  d refnu  gorchwylion  yn  brydlon  i’n  bro. — 

“  A  Llyfr  yr  Efengyl,  rhag  cael  o’r  anghenhl 
“  A’i  gorn  ar  ei  wegil,  ei  rwygo. 

By  this  creature  with  the  horn  on  his  head ,  tearing  the  gofpel  to 
pieces,  the  poet  feems  to  typify  the  ignorant  field  preacher  of  thefe 
times ;  and  no  one  can  deny,  but  that  the  prophecy,  concerning 
Athrawon  milwraidd ,  was  moll  wonderfully  fulfilled  the  other 
day,  at  Bangor. 

Soon  after  the  poet’s  deceafe,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel,  of  Llangar, 
wrote  his  elegy,  called  Marwnad  Huw  Adorys  y  Prydydd ;  it  has 
been  printed  in  the  Dewifol  Ganiadau ,  but.  exceflively  incorredt. — • 
From  the  author’s  manufcript,  which,  through  my  relationfhip  to 
him,  lately  fell  into  my  hands,  I  have  feledled  a  few  paffages,  and 
given  a  tranflation  ;  it  begins, 

“  Caned  Beirdd,  cwyned  y  Byd, 

“  Aeth  Gwr  i  eitha  gweryd  ; 

“  Anneddwr  Awenyddiaeth 
Gorau  i  Gerdd  o  Geiriog  aeth. 

“  Aetli  i’r  Bedd  ;  oeredd  arwyl 
“  Od  aeth  Huw  odiaeth  ei  hwyl, 

“  Oer  yw  Pelydr  Apol-lo 
4‘  Wrth  ganfod  ei  feddrod  fo. 

Let  poets  raife  the  mournful  flrain, 

And  let  a  borrowing  world  complain 
O’er  Hugh,  the  Mufe’s  fav’rite  fon. 

From  Ceiriog’s  Vale  for  ever  gone. 

Involv’d  in  death’s  oblivious  gloom, 

He  fell  lamented  to  the  tomb  ; 

Apollo’s  rays  grow  dim  and  cold, 

As  they  his  hallowed  turf  behold* 

The 
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The  laft  couplet,  contains  an  image,  which  is  new,  and  truly 
poetical : 

“  Och  na  chawn  beth  (echwyn  Bardd) 

“  Pleb  orafun,  Huw  brif-fardd, 

“  O’th  Awenydd  Iaith  hynod, 

“  Ganaid  glau,  i  ganu  dy  glod.” 

O  that  for  once  I  might  acquire, 

A  fpark  of  thy.  celeftial  fire, 

Thy  glorious  merits  to  rehear fe 
In  fome  imperifhable  verfe. 

Having  compared  him  with  the  Greek  and  Roman  poets,  he 
concludes : 

“  Gwell  na  rhai’n,  wiwgain  ei  wen, 

“  Oedd  ei  ry  wiog  ddewr  Awen  ; 

**  Am  Awdr  call  a  mydr  coeth, 

“  Ddidlawd  weddaiddwawd  wiwddoeth, 

“  Am  Synwyr  pybyr  heb  ball, 

“  Aur  ddewifgerdd  hardd,  ddwyfgall ; 

“  Am  Gan  rwyddlan  ireiddlwys 
■  ‘  I  g’weirio  mawl  a  gair  mwys, 

“  Ni  bu  fath  Huw  yn  byw’n  y  byd, 

“  Gwrdd  hoywfron,  a’i  Gerdd  hyfryd ; — - 
“  ’Niach  fod  fyth,  oni  chyfyd  fo, 

<c  (Gem  aur  oedd)  gymmar  iddo  1” 

Superior  to  thofe  poets  join’d, 

Was  his  unrivall’d  pow’rs  of  mind ; 

For  wit  in  polifh’d  verfe  convey’d, 

For  fenfe  with  elegance  difplay’d  ; 

The  mufe  of  fire,  the  flowing  vein. 

And  fancy’s  free  unbounded  reign, 

Cambria  with  triumph  may  award. 

The  palm  to  her  immortal  bard  : 

For  never  (hall  fo  fweet  a  flrain 
Be  heard,  till  Hugh  fhall  rife  again* 

The  conclufion  is  as  follows : 

“  Mewn  Daear  bu  Alar  blin 
Lie  nofwyliai’n  Llanfiiin  ; 

“  Ei  Enaid  aeth,  Ynad  oedd, 

“  O  ran  Afiaeth  i’r  Nefoedd, 
tc  I  leifio  a  duwiol  oflef 
“  Beraidd  Nod,  gyda  Beirdd  Nefj 
“  Cerddorion  Net,  lwyflef  lan, 

“  Brydyddant  i’w  Brawd  diddan ; 

6£  Canant  ogoniant  union 
6£  I’r  Iefu  lwys  ar  ofie  Ion* 

Mawl 
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{£  Mawl  eurddoeth  ami  i  wirdduw, 

“  Gras  yw  hyn  o  groefo  i  Huw. 

**  Yntau  fydd  gelfydd  ei  gerdd, 

46  Yn  dyfgu  Paradwyfgerdd, 

“  Gyda’r  faint,  mewn  llesfraint  lion, 

“  Y’ngolwg  yr  Angylion  ; 

“  Seinio  mal  Hofanna  a  mawl 
“  I  Dduw  Iefu  ’n  ddeweifawl. 

<£  I  gydfeinio  yn  gylfonol 
“  Yno’r  awn  innau  ar  ei  61. 

St.  Silin’s  facred  earth  contains 
His  perifhable  cold  remains. 

To  realms  of  empyrean  light, 

The  unbodied  fpirit  wing'd  its  flight ; 

Where,  join  him  fainted  bards  above. 

And  greet  him  with  a  brother’s  love. 

Whillt  he  the  holy  choir  among, 

Fills  th’  infpir’d  celeftial  fong. 

To  God  the  heart,  the  voice  they  raife, 

In  joyful  hymns  of  grateful  praife. 

And,  O  !  may  we,  who  now  forlorn, 

In  this  dark  vale  of  forrow,  mourn; 

With  rapture  join  the  faints  above. 

In  ftrains  of  everlaffing  love. 

The  following  lines  to  his  memory,  which  I  wrote  a  few  years 
ago,  may  be  added  : 

To  cherifh  virtue,  to  exalt  the  foul, 

To  fway  the  paflions  with  a  mild  controul, 

Mankind  from  vice  by  pow’rful  verfe  to  draw. 

And  teach  of  j office  the  eternal  law. 

Of  nature’s  works,  to  point  the  fecret  plan. 

And  {hew  the  focial  ties  that  govern  man  : 

How  happinefs,  on  virtue’s  ways  attends, 

And  vicious  paffion,  in  deffruffion  ends. 

How  foon  terreffrial  bodies  pafs  away, 

Whilff  the  foul  triumphs  in  immortal  day: 

Were  themes  he  chofe — and  with  a  fkill  divine, 

Gave  truth  new  luff  re  in  his  nervous  line.” 

I  know  not  how  to  conclude  this  account  better,  than  with  an 
addrefs  to  the  Welfh  reader,  in  the  poet’s  own  words : 

££  Cofpa  dy  nattur,  a  d’allt  y  ffordd  eglur, 

“  I  gafglu  drwy  gyffur  dy  lafur  i’th  ’Lys, 

“  Pan  fytho  drwg  Siamplau,  i’th  droi  dros  y  LI wy brail, 

“  Meddwl  am  Eiriau  Huw  Morys.” 

Anecdote 
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Anecdote  of  the  ancient  Houfe  of  Plas  Cock ,  in  the  If  and  of 
Anglejey ,  now  the  Seat  of - -  Rowlands ,  Efq. 

*  Hugh  Hughes,  of  this  houfe,  was  Queen  Elizabeth’s  attor¬ 
ney  in  North  Wales,  a  lawyer,  and  reputed  a  great  oppreffor; 
therefore,  upon  his  building  ol  Plas  Cock ,  a  certain  poet  made 
this  Englyn. 

Plafau,  Parlyrau,  pur  loywon  dyrau 
A  difrad  fendithion ; 

Os  gwyrwyd  ais  y  gwirion 
A  fai  tai  yn  y  fut  hon  ? 

The  poet  was  fued  in  the  Star  Chamber,  by  the  faid  Hugh 
Hughes,  for  a  libel,  but  laved  himfelf  by  the  dubitative  conjunc¬ 
tion  Os. 

For  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  Englifh  reader,  I  iTiall  fubjoin  a 
tranflation  ol  the  above  lines,  by  the  late  +Rev.  Evan  Evans,  of 
Cardiganfhire,  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Prydydd  hir , 
but  it  will  be  for  the  Welfh  critic  to  decide  how  well  he  has  pre- 
ferved  the  epigrammatic  fpirit  of  the  original. 

Ye  Irately  palaces  and  princely  towers, 

And  all  the  wealth  that  luxury  devours; 

If  by  the  poor  man’s  fweat  and  wrongs  you  rife, 

Can  you  fait  long  ?  and  Heaven  not  hear  his  cries  ? 

Mr.  Editor, 

In  one  of  my  late  rambles  through  North  Wales,  I  met  with 
the  following  epitaph,  which,  lor  its  enigmatical  Angularity,  as 


*  In  the  39th  of  Elizabeth,  Hugh  Hughes,  Efq.  of  Plas  Coch,  was  returned  to 
Parliament  for  the  county  of  Anglefey. 

+  Evan  Evans  was  a  native  of  Cardiganshire,  received  his  education  at  Yflrad 
Meyriek  fchool,  in  that  county,  and  proved  an  excellent  claflical  fcholar,  as  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  a  Latin  compofition  of  his,  entitled  Differtatio  de  Bardis,  which  appears 
at  the  end  of  his  fpecimens  of  Welfh  poetry,  publifhed  in  4to.  by  Dodfley,  1764. 
He  was  efleemed  the  btfl  critick  of  his  time,  in  the  Welfh  language,  and  was  inde¬ 
fatigable  in  the  purfuits  and  cultivation  of  his  favourite  fludy,  having  examined  and 
commented  upon  moft  of  the  curious  inferiptions  and  monuments  of  antiquity  ex¬ 
tant  in  Wales,  and  with  his  own  hand  tranferibed  the  moft  valuable  manuferipts  con¬ 
tained  in  the  different  libraries  throughout  the  principality,  and  written  elaborate 
notes  on  many  of  them.  We  owe  the  prefervation,  of  a  confiderable  part  of  this 
collection,  to  the  fpirit  and  munificence  of  Paul  Panton,  Efq.  of  Plas  Gwyn,  in 
Anglefey,  who  fettled  a  handfome  annuity  on  Mr.  Evans,  on  condition  that  he  would 
give  him  up  his  manuferipts,  which  were  on  the  point  of  being  difperfed  amongft  all 
the  tap  houfes  in  Wales;  refculng,  at  the  fame  time,  a  man,  whofe  talents,  pro¬ 
perly  diredted,  might  have  procured  him  a  better  fate,  from  want,  which  the  neg- 
fedt  and  abufe  of  them  had  brought  upon  him,  and  his  literary  labours  from  ob¬ 
livion* 
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well  as  its  relation  to  feveral  principal  families  in  that  part  of  the 
principality,  may  perhaps  be  deemed  worthy  ot  a  place  in  your 
repofitory ;  fhould  it  be  admitted,  after  exercifing  the  ingenuity  of 
your  readers  for  a  while,  a  curious  genealogical  folution  may  ap¬ 
pear  in  your  fecond  volume. 

Epitaphium  Evae  filioe  Meredidd  ap  Rees  ap  Howel,  of  Bod- 
owyr,  fcriptum  per  Arthuram  Kynafton  de  Pant  y  Byrlley,  filium 
Francifci  Kynafton,  et  tranfcriptum  per  me  Jo.  Pulefton,  Feb. 
1666. 

Here  lyes,  by  name,  the  world’s  mother, 

By  nature  my  aunt,  lifter  to  my  mother  ; 

My  grandmother,  mother  to  my  mother; 

My  great  grandmother,  mother  to  my  grandmother ; 

My  grandfather’s  daughter  and  his  mother : 

All  which  may  rightly  be, 

Without  the  breach  of  confanguinity. 


Anecdote  of  the  ancient  Houfe  of  Trefeilir,  in  the  If  and  of 
Angle  fey ,  now  the  feat  of - Evans,  EJq. 


There  is  a  tradition  that  one  ^Enigian  ap  Gwalchmai  ap  Meilir 
of  this  houfe,  did  part  from  his  wife  and  family,  in  difcontent,  and 
lived  abroad  ior  feveral  years,  but  returning  home,  it  is  faid,  that 
he  came  to  the  door  of  his  houfe,  in  Trefeilir,  on  that  very  day 
on  which  his  wife  was  married  to  another  man :  and  as  he  played 
on  his  harp,  and  fang  at  the  door,  being  difguiled  in  the  habit  of  a 
minftrel,  (his  wife  coming  thither)  this  intercourfe  happened  be¬ 
tween  them. 

Pwy  wyti  ? 

Enigian  am  galwan’,  fo’m  gelwir  amgylch, 

Fab  Gwalchmai  ap  Meilir; 

Swrn-ehud,  Siwrne  o-hir, 

Drwg  yw  nhyb,  a  drigo’n  hir. 


Pie  buoft  ? 

Bum  yn  Nghent,  bum  yn  Ngwent,  bum  yn  nghudd  yn  Mynyw, 
Bum  yn  maenol  Llwvn  Dafydd, 

j  J  * 

Bum  yn  Nyffryn  gwyn  y  gwydd 
Arw,  mae  gan  i  arwydd. 


*  Meilir,  Gwalchmai  and  Enigian,  or  Einiawn  the  grandfather,  father  and  fon, 
were  all  three  bards,  feveral  of  whofe  competitions  are  itill  extant. 

Edrychai 
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Edrychai  ei  wraig  arno  a c  ynteu  a  ddywcdaL 

Nac  edrych  Angharad  yn  ngodrau  f’yngwallt. 

Lie  bn  wyllt  fy  nhremyn ; 

Llwyd  heb  gel,  lie  bu  felyn  : 

Nid  fel  yr  aur  da,  yr  a’r  dyn. 

Os  collais  *  Angharad,  wych  eirian  ei  rhyw, 

Rhodd  Ednyfed  Fychan, 

Ni  chollaf,  ewch  chwi  allan, 

Na’m  gwely,  na’m  ty,  na’m  tan. 

Neidiais  a  bwriais  heb  orwydd  dana, 

W el  dyna  feiftriolrwydd  ! 

Naid  fawr,  deuliw  gwawr  y  gwydd, 

Ar  naid  tros  Abernodwydd. 

Deg  troedfedd,  hylwedd  hylwydd,  a  deugain, 

A  digon  o  w’rantrwydd  : 

A’r  rhodd  a  fu  ddigon  rhwydd 
Am  y  naid  tros  Abernodwydd 

Enigian  fab  Gwalchmai  ai  cant. 


'Tranflated  by  the  late  Rev .  Evan  Evans , 

Who  art  thou  ? 

Einion,  I  am  of  Meilir’s  noble  race, 

The  Son  of  Gwalchmai,  hero  of  renown  : 

In  foreign  climes  I  (laid  fo  long  a  fpace, 

That  now  my  friends  no  longer  will  me  own. 

Where  haft  thou  been  ? 

In  Kent,  and  Monmouth,  and  Menevia’s  plain; 

bWhere  holy  David  fix’d  his  bleft  abode ; 

And  to  convince  you,  ftill  with  me  remains 

A  mark,  which  from  my  childhood  firft  I  bore. 

His 


*  In  all  the  pedigrees  of  this  family,  that  I  have  feen,  neither  of  Enigian’s  wives, 
{for  he  was  twice  married)  is  called  Angharad,  but  I  fiiould  think  it  fafer  to  correct 
the  pedigree  by  this  poem,  than  it  by  the  pedigree. 

f  Whatever  might  have  been  Mr.  Evans’s  pretentions,  to  the  character  of  a 
tWelfh  critic,  a  charafter  which  he  had  univerfally  obtained  ;  as  an  Englifh  poet, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  above  fpecimen,  he  could  not  rank  very  high  ;  nay,  in¬ 
deed, 


\ 
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His  wife  obferving  him  more  narrowly,  he  Paid, 

Look  not,  Anghadad,  on  my  filver  hair, 

Which  once  {hone  bright  of  golden  lovely  hue  : 

Man  doth  not  laft  like  gold  ;  he  that  was  lair, 

Will  foon  decay ;  not  fo  the  gold,  that’s  true. 

If  I  have  loft  Angharad,  lovely  fair, 

The  gift  of  brave  Ednyfed,  and  my  fpoufe. 

I  once  have  leap’d,  to  {hew  my  adfive  power, 

A  leap  which  none  could  equal,  or  exceed  ; 

*The  leap  in  Abernodwydd,  which  thou  fair  flower 
Did  erft  fo  much  admire  thyfelf  the  meed. 

Full  fifty  feet,  as  well  the  fad  is  known. 

Which  many  witnefles  can  ftill  atteft ; 

How  there  the  prize  I  won,  thyfelf  mu  ft  own 
This  aflion  ftamps  my  worth  within  thy  breaft. 


deed,  his  fidelity,  as  a  tranflator  from  his  native  language,  which  he  was  allowed 
thoroughly  to  underfland,  is  here  to  be  queftioned  ;  for  if  we  examine  the  original, 
it  will  clearly  appear,  that  he  has  totally  fupprdfed  the  fecond  and  third  line  of  the 
fecond  ftanza,  where  the  poet,  defcribing  his  wanderings,  fays,  that  he  had  been 
In  Kent,  In  Gwent  (which  cannot  properly  be  tranflated  Monmouth)  and  in  the 
faneluary  of  St.  David’s,  in  the  fertile  plains  of  Ll^wyn  Dafydd  (a  place  in  Cardigan- 
Ihtre)  and  in  the  fhaggy  woods  of  Dyffryn  Gwayn,  a  vale  above  Fifhguard,  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  which  is  well  exprefled  by  y  Gwydd,  arw. 

*  Abernodwydd  is  a  narrow  dingle,  a  little  below  Plas  Gwyn,  the  feat  of  Paul 
Panton,  Efq.  in  the  ifle  of  Anglefey,  where,  to  this  day,  three  ftones,  pitched  on 
end,  are  feen,  called  Naid  Abernodwydd,  at  fuch  intervals,  as  if  they  were  placed 
there  to  mark  that  fpecies  of  activity,  well  known  amongft  fchool  boys,  called 
the  Hop,  Step,  and  Jump,  a  mofl  gigantic  fcale  ;  the  tradition  goes,  that  the  hero 
who  performed  it.,  received  the  lady  referred  to  in  this  little  poem,  as  his  prize,  and 
that  his  unfortunate  rival,  in  a  fit  of  defperation,  died  on  the  fpot,  whofe  grave  is 
,  hard  by. 
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MANUSCRIPT  S. 


Several  allufions  being  made  in  this  Volume  to  Weljh  Munufcri.pt s \ 
a  Catalogue  of  fuch  Collections  as  are  known  to  the  Editor ,  is 
given  here ,  under  the  expectations  that  fome  Correfpondents  will 
have  the  goodnefs  to  tranfnit  Accounts  of  thofe  which  are  not 
infer  ted. 


London. 

THE  Britifh  Mufeum— Here 
are  feveral  valuable  MSS. 
The  Wellh  Charity  School— 
About  80  volumes  ol  MSS. 
Mr.  Edw.  Jones,  author  of  the 
Relics  of  the  Wellh  Bards— 
a  good  colleftion. 

Mr.  Owen  Jones,  editor  of  D. 
ab  Gwilym.— Several  very 
valuable  MSS. 

Oxford,  See. 

Jefus  College— About  five  or 
fix  very  valuable  MSS. 

Earl  of  Macclesfield— The  Col- 
leftion  of  Mofes  Williams ; 
very  valuable. 

Sir  John  Seabright’s — The  Col- 
le&ion  of  Edward  Llwyd. 

\ 

'  South  Wales. 

* 

Herbert  Hurft,  Efq.  Ceubalva, 
near  Llandaf — The  Collec¬ 
tion  of  Sir  Thomas  Herbert. 
The  Widow  Bevan,  at  Tre’r 
Bryn,  near  Cowbridge — The 


Colle&ion  made  in  1684,  by 
Thomas  Bevan. 

David  Thomas,  Efq.  Trey. 
Groes,  near  Cowbridge — A 
very  valuable  Colleblion. 

Rev.  Jarvis  Powell,  Llanaran, 
near  Cowbridge — A  nume¬ 
rous  and  very  curious  Col- 
leftion. 

A  good  Collecfion  at  Cilvach 
Vargod,  in  the  parifh  of  Celli 
Gaer. 

Jofiah  Rees,  Gelli  Gron,  near 
Swanfea — -A  curious  Collec¬ 
tion. 

A  good  ColleHion  at  — - 

in  Blaenau  Gwent,  near 
Rhaglan. 

Another,  of- the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
Richards,  of  Llanegwad,  in 
Caermarthenfhire. 

Another  at  Celydd  Evan,  in 
Betws,  near  Bridgend,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Widow  Evans, 
living  in  Y ftrad  Havodwg. 

Here  is  a  tranflation  ol  the  Bible 
into  Wellh,  made  about  the 
year  1480. 

Edward  Williams,  the  bard  of 
Morganwg,  at  Flimfton — A 
very  valuable  colleblion. 

North 
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North  Wales. 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynne,  at  Wynne- 
Itay— -A  numerous  and  very 
curious  collection. 

Sir  Roger  Moftyn,  at  Glodd- 
aith — A  very  valuable  col¬ 
lection. 

Mr.  Leo,  at  Llanerch — A  very 
curious  and  numerous  collec¬ 
tion. 

Paul  Panton’s,  Efq.  at  Plas 
Gwyn,  Anglefey — About  80 
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volumes,  the  collection  of  the 
late  Rev..  E.  Evans. 

Sir  Robert  Vaughan’s,  at  Hen- 
gwrt — Very  numerous  and 
valuable. 

Mr.  Roberts’s,  Surgeon,  Dol¬ 
gellau — V ery  curious. 

Mr.  Rice  Jones,  Blaenau,  near 
Dolgellau — Valuable. 

Thomas  Edward’s,  alias  Twm 
o’r  Nant,  the  Poet — A  few 
very  valuable  ones. 


An  INDEX  to  the  COLLECTION  of  the  WELSH  SCHOOL, 

in  LONDON. 

The  Volumes  are  regularly  numbered ;  and  each  particular  Book 
is  referred  to  by  the  Roman  Numerals ,  and  the  figures  mark 
the  pages.  Where  feveral  references  are  put  to  a  piece , 
different  Copies  are  thereby  implied  *.  The  names  of  Authors 
are  printed  in  /mall  Capitals ;  the  Title  of  the  Piece  in  Italics  ; 
and  the  firjl  line  in  Roman . 

* 

Brut . 

Y  tarw  corniog  a  vydd. 
XXVII.  108. 

Aneurin. 

Y  Go  do  din. 

Gredyv  gur  oed  guas. 

Vol.  II.  p.  67, 

Englynion  y  Mifodd. 

Mis  lonawr  myglyd  dyfryn. 

XIII.  31— X.  63— XX.  91— 
XLIII.  240 — V.  80, 


*  Similar  Indexes  made  out  to  the  other  collections  would  be  very  valuable  and 
ufeful ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  done  by  degrees. 

Cyn - 


Adda  Vras. 
Brut. 

Pan  ddel  eryr  dros  vor. 

XXII.  77. 

Brut. 

Pan  vo  uchav  brig  ton, 
XXVIII.  64. 


Brut. 

Pan  ddel  tros  vor, 
XXVIII,  72. 
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Cynneddvau  Cymru . 

Cywydd  i  verch  a  ejceulufai  a 

rhn.nad. 

Gnawt  yn  Gwynet. 

VIII.  97. 

Y  vun  ai  hawdd  1  m  vyw  n  hir  ? 

'  #  • 

1. 239. 

TW  0  enp'lymon  Mifodd  a  vu 

Cywydd  i  bryd  Merck. 

argoll. 

Mis  meni  mynawg. 

Y  vun  a’r  lliw  ewyn  lliv. 

VIII.  188. 

I.  2 71. 

Hanes  fenedd  Brevi. 

Cywydd  i  verch. 

Pan  oedd  faint  fenedd  Brevi. 

Dyrnawd  o  ferch  merch  i’m 
oedd. 

VIII.  200. 

XI.  117. 

Bardd  Cwsg. 

Brut . 

Bedo  Brwynllys. 

Y  dydd  y  gorphwyfoedd  yr 

Cywydd  i  Verch. 

arglwydd. 

Y  vun  a  all  a  vyno. 

xxvm.  e5. 

I.  190. 

Brut. 

Cywydd  i  verch. 

Yn  ol  y  llewes  i  genir  mab  dall. 

A  wyddant  hwy  pwy  o  m 

XXVIII.  70. 

pwynt  ? 

I.  1Q1. 

Bedo  Aurdrem. 

Cywydd  i  Verch. 

Cywydd  i  verch. 

Mae  un  vwyn  a’i  min  o  vel. 

Y  tal  dan  y  melved  du. 

I.  215. 

I.  217. 

Cywydd  i  r  Cywtly. 

Cywydd  i  verch. 

Hawddvyd  i’r  nos  val  ofai. 

I’r  oedd  it  er  a  ddyweton. 

I.  222. 

I.  218. 

Cywydd  y  gwylder . 

Cywydd  i  ael  merch. 

Mae  rhyw  anmhwynt  i’m 

Gwelais  mewn  fair  ddyfglair 

rhwymaw. 

ddyn. 

I.  232. 

I.  220. 

Cywydd 
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Cyivydd  1  r  Aba d  Davydd . 

Yr  wynebwr  yn  abad. 
XXXVI.  33. 

Bleddyn  Vardd. 

Marzunad  i  dri  meib  Gr.  ab 
Llywelyn . 

Neud  amfer  gauav  gwelwav. 

IV.  28.— XII.  82. 

Azvdyl  i  R.  ab  M.  ab  Rhys, 
Arddwyreav  nav  neirthiad. 
IV.  29. 

Marw .  D.  ab  G.  Llywelyn. 

D  uw  dy  nawdd  rhag  tawdd  tan. 
IV.  29. — I.  477. 

Mariu .  D.  ab  G.  ab  0.  ab 
Madawg. 

JDuw  a  ddwg  ataw  budd. 

IV.  30. 

Marwyfgawn  y  bardd. 
Erbyn  vi  vy  rbi  i 

IV.  31. 

Mariu.  Got.  ab  Ednyved. 
Colli  GoromYy  gwr. 

IV.  34* 

Manv.  H .  ab  Goronwy . 
Rhymgoreu  angheu. 

.  IV.  34. 


Englynion  i  R.  ab  lor.  ab. 
jMaredydd. 

Gro  a  gudd  deurudd  dewrwas. 
IV.  33;— XII.  151. 

Engl,  i  D.  ab  G.  ab  Llywelyn. 
Yr  arglwydd  rhydd-lwydd. 

IV.  36. 

Engl,  i  0.  ab  Grufudd. 
Dothy w  am  Owain. 

IV.  37. 

Manv.  D.  Benvras. 

Mae  gwyrda  Gwynedd. ' 

IV.  90. 

Marw.  0.  Goch  ab  G.  ab 
Llywelyn. 

Anghall  o  ddeall  ydd  ym. 

IV.  206. 

Marw.  LI.  ab  G.  ab  Llywelyn . 
Grill  vawr  arglwydd  rwydd. 
IV.  207* 

Marw.  LI.  ab  G.  ab  Llywelyn . 
Crill  arglwydd  rhwydd  rhodd, 
I.  476. 

Bleddyn  Was  y  Cwd. 

Atteb  i  Gwmn  0  DegeingyL 

A  gevaift  ti  Cwnin  cwthyr 
davad  goch. 

XXVII.  58. 

Cadwal- 
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Cadwaladyr  Cesail. 

Engl,  ir  Cwrw. 

Ni  wna  glafdwr  a  dwr  ond 
eiriach  da. 

XXVI.  10. 

Engl,  dwyvawl. 
Arglwydd  da  pura  vy  nghorf. 
XXVI.  43. 

Engl,  i  garcliaror. 

Gwr  gwych  i’ch  edrych. 
XXVI.  48. 

Engl,  i  verch. 

Hwre  hew,  hwre  hirwen. 
XXVI.  53. 

Marw.  Eliz.  Bui  city. 

Gwae  ni’r  byd  o  gwynawT 
bedd ! 

XXXIII.  125. 

Marw.  Syr  Sion  Wynne. 
Braw  cym’rwn  brivo  Cymru. 
XXIII.  78. 

Englyn. 

Cna  froft,  cna  coeg-voft. 
XXIII.  86. 


Engl.  Dwyvawl. 

Duw  Tad  a’i  rad  a  ro  er  i 
dymer. 

XXVII.  30. 

Engl,  i  Hdwyr. 

Dal  madog  vywiog  yuan  a 
wnaethoch. 

XXVII,  30. 


Engl,  i  Bibyddion . 

Pa  fwn  val  cacwn  mewn  cod  ? 
XXVII.  30. 


Duchan  i  Grythor. 

Crebyn  coes  libin  cas  libiwr 
fefti. 

XXVII.  73. 


Engl,  i  Ituan  Tew. 

levan  gevyn  arian,  gwn  oeri 
brebwl. 

XXVII.‘  73. 


Engl,  i  Gi.  leuan  Tew. 

Mae  ci  genytti,  Ivan  Tew,  min 
gerwin.  * 

XXVII.  74. 
Casnodyn. 

Awdyl  i  Wenlliant  verch  Cynan. 
Aelaw  iawn  yw  dawn. 

IV.  191. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Cambrian 
Regijler, 

Sir, 

AS  a  hearty  well-wifher  to 
your  infant  plan,  and  fincerely 
anxious  for  its  maturity,  permit 
me  to  fuggeft  a  hint,  which,  I 
prefume,  cannot  fail  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  increafe  of  your 
Ihock  of  information,  refpehhng 
the  principality  (which  you  pro- 
fefs  to  be  the  leading  obje£f  of 
your  defign)  in  the  moll  fatis- 
faftory  and  entertaining  way, 
namely  that  of  opening  a  co¬ 
lumn  in  your  publication,  under 
the  title  of  “  The  Cambrian 
Oracle,'"  propofmg  to  folve  all 
knotty  and  intricate  queflions, 
■with  any  relation  to  Wales, 
which  may  be  brought  before 
it.  Every  man  of  common  ob- 
fervation  and  reading,  may 
Hart  very  pertinent  queflions, 
who  has  not  the  ability  to  an- 
fwer  them,  and  many  will  enter 
the  lifts  for  the  folution  of  fuch 
queries,  whofe  attention  and  af- 
fiftance  nothing  elfe  could  ex¬ 
cite.  For  how  often  do  we  fee 
perfons  of  talents,  but  too  proud 
or  too  indolent  to  call  them  into 
aftion  on  ufeful  and  important 
occafions,  betray  great  acumen 
and  perfeverance  in  unravelling 
an  enigma  or  a  charade,  and 
bring  down  that  genius  to  the 
level  of  a  lady’s  diary,  which 
was  calculated  to  fhed  a  luftre 
on  the  heights  of  literature.  I 

O  # 

venture  to  fubjoin  a  few  queries 
to  put  your  oracle  in  motion, 


and  as  it  is  to  help  to  fet  him  up 
in  bufmefs,  I  (hall  make  no  apo¬ 
logies  for  the  fmallnefs  or  the 
meannefs  of  my  wares.  Many 
a  jeweller,  whofe  fhew  glafs  now 
flames  with  gold  and  precious 
ftones,  has  folicited  your  notice 
with  pafte  and  tinfel. 

Sphinx. 

i  .  Query.  In  an  ancient  ma- 
nufcript  relating  to  the  lordfhip 
of  Emlyn  in  Caermarihenfhire, 
where  the  i flues  and  profits  of 
it  are  enumerated,  among  feveral 
other  advantageous  appendages 
are  mentioned  “  Six  wejlwaes 
and  a  half  ” — Q.  What  were 
they?  If  peculiar  to  that,  or 
incident  to  other  manors  ? 

2.  O.  Why  was  the  ftatute 
of  Henry  IV.  declaring  that 
the  king  would  make  no 
grants,  but  to  fuch  as  deferved 
them ,  entitled  on  the  roll,  Bran - 
gwyn. 

3*  Q-  Was  theft  by  any  old. 
Welfh  laws  punifhed  by  preci¬ 
pitation  from  a  high  cliff,  and 
what  is  the  tradition  refpe&ing 
Craig  y  Liam  in  Merioneth- 
fhire,  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
place  of  execution;  and  if  there 
be  fuch  a  place  where  fituated  ? 

4.  What  is  the  etymology  of 
Bala,  a  town  in  Merionethshire  ; 
and  of  Bettws ,  a  name  of  feveral 
places  in  North  and  South 
Wales  ? 

5.  Whence  the  true  origin  of 
wearing  Leeks  in  the  hats  on  the 
firft  day  of  March,  by  the 
Welfli  ? 
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BRECON  SPRING  CIR¬ 
CUIT,  179,5. 

Before  the  Hon .  George  Har~ 

dinge ,  and  Abel  Moyjey , 

Juftices,  &c. 

Cardiff 

Began  on  Tuefday  the  24th 
of  March.  At  this  feflions  fe- 
veral  prifoners  were  brought  up 
for  trial ;  but  no  one  was  capital¬ 
ly  convifted  but  one  John  Hugh, 
againft  whom  there  were  three 
inditements  for  fheep  ftealing. 
Sentence  of  Death  was  paffed 
upon  him,  and  he  was  foon  after 
executed.  He  difcovered  few 
marks  of  repentance  or  contri¬ 
tion  as  we  are  informed.  He 
was  a  hardened  and  defperate  of¬ 
fender,  and  the  neighbourhood, 
wherein  he  lived,  were  in  fuch 
dread  of  his  depredations,  that 
fome  of  them  had  agreed,  if  he 
was  acquitted,  to  give  him  a  fum 
of  money,  or  a  certain  number 
of  fheep,  annually,  to  fave  the 
remainder  of  their  flocks.  Thofe 
perfons  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
attending  courts  of  juflice,  mult 
obferve,  that  there  are  few  cri¬ 
minals  who  are  brought  to  the 
bar,  that  are  not  able  to  prevail 
upon  fome  friend  or  neighbour, 
out  of  falfe  compafhon  (for  it  is 
a  cruelty  to  the  public)  to  fpeak 
to  their  ehara&ers :  but  fo  note- 


rious  was  this  man’s  name,  that 
though  diligent  enquiries  were 
made  with  the  hopes  of  difco- 
vering  fome  favorable  inftances, 
which  might  induce  a  recom¬ 
mendation  to  mercy,  not  one 
man  could  be  found  who  wifhed 
him  to  live. 

John  Smith  was  tried  for 
horfe  ftealing,  and  acquitted ; 
feveral  witnefles  proving  his 
infanity,  of  which  ftrong  fymp- 
toms  were  obfervable  while  he 
was  upon  his  trial. 

There  were  no  caufes  tried 
here  of  any  confequence,  or 
which  are  worthy  of  remark. 

Brecon 

Began  on  Tuefday,  the  31ft  of 
March.  Only  one  prifoner  was 
tried  here,  Margaret  Watts,  for 
receiving  ftolen  goods,  knowing 
them  to  be  ftolen.  She  was  ac¬ 
quitted  from  a  circumftancc 
which  perpetually  occurs  in  our 
courts,  and  which  continually 
arrefts  the  arm  of  juftice.  It 
may  be  doubted  whether  our 
criminal  code,  which  modern 
philofophers  have  ftigmatized 
with  the  epithet  of  fanguinary, 
is  not  in  many  cafes  too  lenient : 
for  inftance,  if  a  confeftion  is  to 
be  read  or  proved  viva  voce,  it 
is  always  preceded  by  a  queftion, 
whether  any  threats  or  promifes 
of  favor  were  firft  made  ufe  of 
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to  procure  that  confeflion,  the 
law  prefuming  in  favor  of  mer¬ 
cy,  that  an  innocent  perfon  may 
be  frightened  or  wheedled 
to  confefs  himfelf  guilty  ;  how 
far,  or  how  frequently,  this  may 
have  ever  happened,  except 
among  the  London  thief-takers, 
may  be  much  doubted;  but 
when  the  courts  of  law  decide 
that  a  poor  ignorant  country¬ 
man’s  telling  a  thief  quietly  and 
in  a  gentle  manner,  “  Come 
come,  my  man,  if  you  have 
been  guilty  of  this  crime,  you 
had  better  tell  the  truth,  it  is  a 
duty  you  owe  to  an  offended 
public,”  that  this  Ihould  pre¬ 
clude  the  produ£iion  of  evidence 
of  a  confeflion,  in  confequence 
of  luch  an  inducement  (as  it  is 
called)  feems  to  be  draining  the 
rule  too  far  even  in  favor  of 
mercy  ;  however,  fuch  has  been 
the  decifion  in  courts  of  juftice, 
and  fuch  being  the  pra£iice,  it 
is  neceflary  that  all  ranks  of 
people  fhould  know  it,  that  of¬ 
fenders  may  not  efcape  the  fa- 
lutary  punifhments  which  our 
laws  inflift ,  from  an  improvident 
or  unguarded  expreflion,  which, 
as  has  been  before  obferved,  oc¬ 
curs  almoft  of  courfe.  The  pri- 
foner  was  acquitted  in  this  cafe, 
though  her  confeffion  was  full 
and  particular  from  the  confta- 
ble’s  having  mentioned  fome- 
thing  of  the  kind  to  her  ;  indeed 
there  is  no  end  of  cafes  of  this 
nature,  and  the  mind  of  a  per¬ 
fon,  ignorant  of  the  principle 
upon  which  courts  proceed,  muff 
revolt  at  this  merciful  quibble  of 
the  law  or  lawyers,  when  he  ob- 
ferves  how  often  the  courfe  of 


juftice  is  interrupted  and  ob« 
ftrufled  by  it. 

Presteigne 

Began  Monday,  the  6th  of 
April,  ended  Saturday,  the 
i  ith.  There  were  only  two 
offenders,  and  thofe  of  a  flight 
nature. 

The  onewas  an  offence  againft: 
the  6th  of  Geo.  III.  for  cutting 
down  trees  in  the  night  time, 
againft  the  confent  of  the 
owner. 

The  other  was  for  ftealing  a 
fmall  quantity  of  corn ;  being 
both  young  men,  they  were  fent 
one  to  the  army,  and  the  other 
to  the  navy. 

There  was  no  caufe  of  confe¬ 
quence  either  here  or  at  Bre* 
con. 

Sheriffs. 

Glam.  Wyndham ,  Efq. 
Brec.  Henry  S/iryne ,  Efq. 
Radn.  Francis  Fozuke ,  Efq* 


AUTUMN  CIRCUIT. 

Before  the  fame  Judges, 

Presteigne. 

Auguft  10th.  At  this  Sef- 
lions,  Edward  Watkins  was  in- 
dialed  for  the  murder  of  one 
Jofeph  Gummy,  bv  drowning 
him  in  the  River  Wye.  This 
was  a  cafe  of  a  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  nature,  and  the  public  are 
left  much  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
manner  the  deceafed  came  by 
his  death.  It  appeared  in  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  prifoner  was  fer- 
vant  to  the  deceafed,  who  was 
G  g  2 
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an  old  farmer  in  Radnorfhire  ; 
that  fome  time  lad  winter  he  ac¬ 
companied  his  mailer  with  a 
waggon-  and  team  to  Builth  (a 
town  in  Breconfhire,  on  the 
confines  of  Radnorfhire)  ;  that 
they  drank  together  in  a  public 
houfe  there  for  a  confiderable 
time  ;  that  the  prifoner  was  ra¬ 
ther  intoxicated  when  they  went 
away  ;  but  that  the  mailer  was 
fober\  that  they  went  away  to¬ 
gether  about  eleven  o’clock  at 
night,  apparently  in  friendfhip, 
as  the  deceafed  offered  the  pri¬ 
foner  a  glafs  of  gin  or  mm  ;  that 
the  night  was  extremely  dark, 
and  that  in  a  little  time  after¬ 
wards  the  cry  of  one  in  diflrefs 
was  heard  from  the  public- 
houfe,  and  that  it  feemed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  river,  or  the 
river-fide  below  Builth  (the  way 
the  mailer’s  fervant  and  team 
were  to  go) ;  but  there  being  a 
meeting  of  one  of  the  friendly 
focieties  in  Builth,  that  night, 
upon  which  occafion  inilances 
have  occurred  of  members  get¬ 
ting  drunk,  and  being  fome 
times  noify  in  their  way  home, 
it  was  not  regarded ;  that  about 
half  an  hour  afterwards  he  quitt¬ 
ed  Builth,' the  prifoner  flopped 
at  a  public  houfe,  half  a  mile 
from  thence,  and  drank  there 
for  two  or  three  hours,  in  fhort, 
till  it  was  near  day-light;  that  the 
team  was  then  with  him,  and 
upon  being  afked  by  the  publi¬ 
can  where  he  had  left  his  mafler, 
he  faid  he  had  left  him  at  Builth ; 
that  he  went  home  next  morn¬ 
ing,  and  upon  the  fame  queflion 
being  put  to  him  by  his  miflrefs, 
or  a  girl  who  was  there,  he  faid 
he  had  left  him  w  ith  a  whore  in 


bed  in  Builth  ;  in  fhort,  he  cer^ 
tainly  gave  different  accounts  to 
different  perfons,  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  parted  with  his 
mailer.  The  body  was  found 
in  the  river,  next  morning,  be¬ 
tween  Builth  and  the  fecond  pub¬ 
lic  houfe, where  the  prifoner  flop¬ 
ped,  though  not  in  the  road,  or 
very  near  it,  nor  in  fuch  a  place  as 
it  might  be  fuppofed  the  deceafed 
could  have  fallen  into  the  river; 
the  fhore  being  fmooth  and  even 
with  the  water,  which  was  like- 
wife  fli allow;  but  there  appeared 
no  marks  of  violence  upon  it. — 
It  did  not  appear  upon  the  trial 
that  the  deceafed  had  any  money 
in  his  pocket  when  he  was 
found;  but  it  was  faid  that  it 
was  proved  upon  the  Coroner’s 
In  quell,  that  the  widow  of  the 
deceafed,  when  the  body  was  ex- 
pofed  in  a  neighbouring  church, 
or  church-yard,  put  her  hand  into 
his  pocket  and  took  out  fome 
filver.  The  Jury  acquitted  the 
prifoner,  but  it  mull  ever  re¬ 
main  a  doubt,  whether  the  de¬ 
ceafed  was  or  was  not  murder¬ 
ed,  and  if  he  was,  what  the  mo¬ 
tives  were,  which  induced  the 
perpetration  of  the  murder. — • 
The  condufil  of  the  prifoner  was 
in  feveral  inflan ces  inconfiflent 
with  either  guilt  or  innocence, 
and  he  feerns  to  have  been  a 
very  bad  man ;  for  foon  after 
his  acquittal,  he  threatened  to 
be  revenged  upon  the  profecu- 
trix,  for  giving  evidence  againfl 
him.  He  was  a  hale  hearty  man, 
of  about  40,  and  the  deceafed 
was  about  70,  fo  that  it  was 
certainly  poffible,  that  if  the 
prifoner  could  keep  the  deceafed 
forcibly  under  water,  the  mur- 


SESSIONS. 


der  could  have  been  committed 
without  any  marks  of  violence, 
appearing  on  the  body  :  on  the 
.other  hand  (as  has  been  before 
obferved),  we  are  totally  at  a  lots 
to  account,  from  the  indiflment 
as  well  as  the  conduH  of  the  pri- 
foner,  who  flayed  fo  long  near 
the  fpot  where  the  body  was 
found,  and  returned  to  his  houfe 
next  morning,  from  whence  he 
never  attempted  to  efcape. — 
There  were  only  three  caufes 
tried  there,  and  thofe  of  no  im¬ 
portance  to  the  public. 

Brecon 

Began  Saturday,  the  15th  "of 
Augufl,  at  which  feflions  there 
was  but  one  prifoner  tried,  and 
he  was  only  “  a  petty  larceny 
rafcal.” 

There  were  five  two-penny 
half-penny  caufes- tried. 

Cardiff 

Began  Saturday,  the  2 2d  of 
Augufl,  and  ended  on  Friday, 
the  28th.  There  were  fix  pri- 
foners  for  trial  at  this  feflions  ; 
three  for  felony,  and  three  for 
mifdemeanors. 

David  Richard  was  convidfed 
of  felony,  in  breaking  open  a 
dwelling  houfe  in  the  day  time, 
no  perfon  being  therein,  and 
healing  above  the  value  of  5s. 

Mary  Rocs  was  indidted  for 
privately  healing,  but  convi&ed 
only  of  grand  larceny. 

Margaret  Evan  was  indidled 
for  the  fame  offence  as  David 
Richard,  and  acquitted  for  the 
fame  reafon  as  Margaret  Watts, 


at  Brecon,  in  the  Spring  Sef- 
fions;  the  fuff  offence  was  of  a 
very  heinous  nature,  having 
ftolen  upwards  of  28k  of  a  poor 
cottager,  of  the  name  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ifrael,  which  were  every 
Chilling  fhe  was  worth. 

The  caufes,  this  feflions,  were 
uninterefting  to  all,  but  the 
Council  and  Attornies  upon  the 
Circuit,  and  the  parties  them- 
felves,  the  two  former  of  whom 
were  apparently,  and  the  latter 
in  reality,  as  anxious  for  fuccefs, 
as  if  the  whole  of  their  property 
depended  upon  the  event  of 
each  trial. 

An  Enraged  Mufician  amufed 
the  Court  with  an  aftion,  which 
he  commenced  againff  a  Rev. 
Clergyman,  for  faying  he  had 
perjured  himfelf,  in  a  caufe  at 
Hereford,  in  which  he  (the  fori 
of  Apollo)  had  been  a  witnefs 
for  the  parfon.  This  caufe  dif- 
covered  the  moderation  of  a 
fuccefsful  party,  in  their  return 
from  Hereford.  They  never 
ate  above  four  meals ,  nor  ever 
travelled  lefs  than  ten  miles  a 
day.  Whenever  they  came  to 
a  public -houfe,  a  glafs  of  grog, 
or  fome  fuch  refrefhment  was 
called  for;  but  how  was  it  pof- 
fible  to  undergo  fuch  fatigue 
without  refrefhment  ?  . 

It  appearing  to  the  Jury,  that 
Mailer  Pipes  had,  during  all  this 
journey  (as  the  Frenchman  fays), 
put  de  affront  in  his  pocket, 
and  had  occaflonally  adled  dur¬ 
ing  this  journey  as  caterer  for 
the  parfon  and  his  party. 

They  gave  him  a  verdift,  and 
— One  Penny  damages. 
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The  Spring  Great  Seflions, 
commenced  at  Caermarthen,  on 
Monday,  the  30th  of  March, 
3793,  before  John  Lloyd,  Efq. 
Chief  Juilice,  and  William 
Grant,  Elq,  the  other  Juftice. 
There  were  no  prifoners  in  the 
gaol. 

On  Saturday,  the  4th  of  April, 
the  Great  Seflions  for  Pembroke- 
fhire  begun  at  H aver fordw eft, 
when  John  Thomas  was  tried 
for  grand  larceny,  and  acquitted: 
and  a  bill  was  preferred  to  the 
Grand  Jury,  againft  John  Phil* 
lips,  for  Healing  a  heifer,  the 
property  of  George  Davis — and 
thrown  out,  It  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  principal  wit- 
nefs  for  the  crown  had  not  been 
examined,  upon  which,  a  fe- 
cond  bill  was  preferred,  expreff- 
ly  in  the  fame  words  as  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  found  by  the  Grand 
Jury  to  be  a  true  bilk  Upon 
that  bill  the  prifoner  was  tried, 
and  the  jury  returned  their  ver- 
ditt — guilty  :  whereupon  it  was 
moved  in  arreft  of  judgement, 
that  a  man’s  wife  fhould  not  be 
put  twice  in  jeopardy  for  the 
fame  offence  ;  and  that,  as  the 
hrft  bill  had  been  thrown  out, 
that  the  fame  bill,  or  a  bill  in 
words,  and  in  terms  the  fame, 
could  not,  in  contemplation  of 
law,  be  preferred  to  the  fame 
Grand  Jury :  a  conclufion,  which 
may  be  fairly  drawn  from  Sir 
William  Riackflone’s  Commen¬ 
taries,  4  vol.  303,  who  fays, 
“  When  the  Grand  Jury  have 
6‘  heard  the  evidence,  if  they 
“  think  it  a  groundlefs  accufa- 

tion,  they  ufed  formerly  to 
e‘  endorfe,  on  the  back  of  the 
**  bill,  6  ignoramus;’  or  we 


“  know  nothing  of  it ;  intimat- 
**  ing,  that  though  the  faffs 
“  might  poflibly  be  true,  the 
“  truth  did  not  appear  to  them  : 
“  but  now  they  affert  in  Englifh, 
“  more  abfolutely,  ‘  not  a  true 
‘  bill  or  (which  is  the  better 
way)  ‘  not  found;  “  and  then  the 
“  party  is  difcharged  without  a 
“  farther anfwer.  But  a  f refh  bill 
“  may  afterwards  be  preferred 
“  to  a  fubfequent  Grand  Jury,’1 
which  would  imply,  that  the 
fame,  or  a  bill  exadlly  fimilar, 
could  not  be  preferred  to  the 
fame  Grand  Jury.  The  court, 
upon  argument,  left  the  queftion 
to  ftand  over  to  the  following 
Great  Seflions,  by  which  time 
they  wTould  obtain  the  opinion 
of  the  twelve  judges. 

The  Cardigan  Great  Seftion, 
commenced  on  Friday,  the  10th 
of  April,  1793,  which  proved  a 
maiden  one. 

The  Autumn  Circuit,  com¬ 
menced  at  Caermarthen,  on  Fri¬ 
day,  the  7th  of  Auguft,  .1795, 
before  the  fame  judges. 

The  traverfe  of  an  indidlment 
was  tried  againft  William  Der- 
byfhire,  and  William  Thomas, 
for  riotoufly  affembling,  with 
others,  and  breaking  the  Win- 
chefter  meafure,  belonging  to 
Caermarthen  market.  It,  how¬ 
ever,  appeared  in  evidence,  that, 
although  the  fadls  charged  were 
committed,  the  defendants  were 
not  the  perpetrators :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  did  their  utmoft  to 
fupprefs  the  riot.  They  were, 
of  courfe,  acquitted. 

Mary  Williams  was  tried  for 
grand  larceny,  in  Healing  a  hand 
board,  the  property  of  David 
Lewis.  The  fa£i  was  proved, 
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fh-c  being  taken  with  it  upon  her. 
It  appeared,  that  the  prifoner 
was  a  perfon  who  held  a  con- 
fiderable  farm,  and  made  a  prac¬ 
tice  of  going  to  the  market  town, 
under  a  pretence  of  buying  feme 
articles,  and  carrying  home 
whatever  fhe  could  lay  hands 
on.  She  was  condemned  to  fix 
months  imprifonment. 

The  Pembrokefhire  Great 
SefTions,  commenced  at  Haver- 
fordweft,  on  Thurfday,  the  13th 
of  AuguH.  There  were  no  pri- 
foners  in  gaol,  except  John 
Phillips,  whofe  fentence  was 
arreffed  from  the  laff  fehions. 
He  was  brought  up  for  judg¬ 
ment,  when  the  court,  having 
confulted  with  the  twelve  judges, 
being  of  opinion  that  judgment 
ought  not  to  be  arreffed  for  the 
caufe  urged  by  the  counfel  for 
the  prifoner,  pafled  fentence  of 
death.  He  was  afterwards  par¬ 
doned,  on  condition  of  tranfpor- 
tation  to  New  South  Wales  for 
life. 

The  Cardigan  SefTions  were 
held  on  Wednefday,  the  19th  of 
Auguff,  1795,  at  Cardigan. 
There  was  only  one  prifoner  in 
gaol,  but  that  for  a  very  heinous 
offence,  the  murder  of  her  baf- 
tard  child.  She  was  indi&ed 
under  the  Stat.  lac.  1.  c.  27, 
for  the  concealment,  but  the 
bill  was  not  found. 


CHESTER  SPRING  CIR¬ 
CUIT. 

Before  the  Hon.  Edward  Bear- 
croft ,  and  Francis  Burton , 
EJqrs.  Juftices,  & c. 

At  the  Great  Seflion,  holden  at 
Pool ,  in  and  for  the  county 
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of  Montgomery ,  on  Monday, 
the  23d  of  March,  1795,  be¬ 
fore  Judges  Bearcroft,  and 
Burton. 

Cathaine  Roberts  was  indit¬ 
ed  for  Healing  two  pieces  of 
printed  cotton,  of  the  value  of 
20s.  and  one  piece  of  callico  of 
the  value  of  6d.  the  goods  and 
chatties  of  Thomas  Jones,  on  the 
7th  of  March  inilant,  at  the 
parifh  of  Llanfyllin.  The  jury 
found  her  guilty  of  Healing  the 
value  of  10s.  and  fhe  was  fen- 
tenced  to  fuffer  three  months 
imprifonment  in  the  county  gaol, 
and  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 
during  that  time. 


At  the  Great  Seflion,  holden  at 
Ruthin ,  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Denbigky  on  Saturday,  the 
28th  of  March,  1795,  before 
the  fame  JuHices, 

Jane  Clark  was  indi&ed  for 
burglary,  by  Healing,  in  the 
dwelling  houfe  of  Jonathan  Mid- 
gley,  two  guineas  and  tod.  in 
money,  two  muffin  handker¬ 
chiefs  of  the  value  of  2s.  and 
one  muffin  neckcloth  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  is.  the  goods  and  chatties 
of  the  faid  Jonathan  Midgley, 
in  the  night  of  the  16th  of 
March  inffant,  at  Rhiwabon, 
and  then  breaking  to  get  out  of 
fame  houfe.  The  prifoner  was 
acquitted  of  the  burglary,  but 
found  guilty  of  Healing  to  the 
value  of  2s.  and  was  fentenced 
to  fuffer  two  years  imprifon¬ 
ment  in  the  houfe  of  correction, 
and  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 
during  that  time, 
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Eleanor  Davies  was  indi£led 
for  .-dealing  one  linfey  gown, 
value  5s.  one  linfey  petticoat, 
value  4s.  one  cloak,  value  3s. 
one  Shawl,  value  is.  one  pair  of 
fhoes,  value  2s.  one  muflin 
handkerchief,  value  is.  6d.  one 
piece  of  ribbon,  value  6d.  one 
pair  of  days,  valuers,  and  three 
pieces  of  muflin,  value  is.  the 
goods  and  chatties  of  Margaret 
Roberts,  at  Denbigh,  on  the 
12th  of  December  lad,  and  was 
found  guilty  of  dealing  to  the 
value  of  10s.  and  lenten c  d  to 
two  years  imprisonment  in  the 
houfe  of  corredlion,  and  to  be 
dept  to  hard  labours  during  that 
time. 

Thomas  Jones ,  -  and  Samuel 
Jojjh  Steel ,  where  md idled  for 
a  miSdemeanor,  by  uttering  a 
counterfeit  {hilling  m  payment, 
to  Robert  Phillips,  on  the  9th  of 
E eb nary  lad,  at  Ruthin,  and 
for  having  twenty  other  coun¬ 
terfeit  Shillings  in  their  poffeffion 
on  the  10th  of  February.  They 
were  both  found  guilty,  and  Sen¬ 
tenced  to  fix  months  imprison¬ 
ment,  and  to  enter  into  recog¬ 
nizance  with  Sureties  lor  their 
good  behaviour,  them  Selves  in 
10I.  each,  and  their  Sureties  in 
*;I.  ‘each. 

John  Parry ,  againd  John 
Roberts ,  and  others,  the  corpo¬ 
ration  of  Denbigh.— This  was 
an  adhon  of  treipafs,  to  try  the 
plaintiff's  title  to  a  finali  piece  of 
land,  called 'y  Rod,  which  had 
formerly  been  part  of  Denbigh 
Green,  belonging  to  the  corpo¬ 
ration  of  Denbigh  ;  but,  it  ap¬ 
pearing  in  evidence,  that  the 
piece  of  land  in  quedion,  had 
been  encloied  from  the  common 


upwards  of  twenty  years — a  ver* 
di£f  was  given  for  the  plaintiff. 


At  the  Great  Seflions,  holden  at 
Mold]  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Flint ,  on  Friday,  the  3d. 
of  April,  1795,  before  the 
Same  Judices. 

Catherine  Evans  was  indidted 
for  dealing  one  Shift,  value  is. 
the  property  of  Ellis  Williams, 
on  the  3d  indant,  at  Mold  ; 
was  found  guilty  of  petty  lar¬ 
ceny,  and  Sentenced  to  hard  la¬ 
bour  for  fix  months,  in  the 
county  gaol,  and  to  be  privately 
whipped. 

N.  B.  An  old  offender 


CHESTER,  AUTUMN  CIR¬ 
CUIT. 

At  the  great  Seidons  holden  at 
Pool ,  in  and  for  the  County 
ot  Montgomery ,  on  Saturday, 
Auguff,  (S,  1795,  before  the 
fame  Jo  dices. 

Richard  Phillips  was  indidled 
for  dealing  eighteen  fheep,  of  the 
value  of  5!,  tne  property  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Good  wyn,  on  the  12th 
June  lad,  at  Berriew,  was  found 
guilty. 

h  he  fame  pr  If  oner  was  indidted 
for  dealing  ten  fheep,  of  the 
value  of  3I.  and  five  lambs,  of 
the  value  of  Sixteen  drillings,  the 
property  of  Richard  Jones,  cm 
the  fame  day,  and  at  the  fame 
place,  and  was  found  guilty  on 
this  indictment. 
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The  fame  prifoner  was  alfo  in¬ 
dicted  for  dealing  thirteen  fheep, 
value  4].  and  five  lambs,  value 
fixteen  (hillings,  the  property  of 
John  Pryce,  on  the  5th  of  June 
laft,  at  the  fame  place.  He  was 
alfo  found  guilty  on  this  indict¬ 
ment.  Sentence  of  death  was 
pronounced  on  him,  but  judg¬ 
ment  was  refpited. 

Edward  Barrett  was  indifted 
for  a  burglary  in  the  dwelling 
houfe  of  David  Davies,  in  the 
night  of  the  27th  of  May  laft, 
at  the  parifh  of  Tregynnon,  and 
dealing  eight  cotton  handker¬ 
chiefs,  value  twelve  (hillings  ; 
one  piece  of  cotton  and  linen 
duff,  value  five  (hillings  ;  two 
pieces  of  ftriped  linfey,  value  fe- 
ven  (hillings  ;  five  pieces  of  tape, 
value  three  (hillings  ;  fix  papers 
of  pins,  value  two  (hillings;  four 
pounds  of  fugar,  value  two  (hil¬ 
lings  and  fix-pence  ;  one  pair  of 
mittens,  value  fixpence;  and 
three  quarters  of  a  pound  of 
brimdone,  value  one  (hilling,  the 
property  of  faid  David  Davies. 
1  lie  prifoner  was  found  guilty 
of  grand  larceny  only  (the  evi¬ 
dence  not  being  diffident  to  con- 
vied  nun  of  the  burglary]  and  he 
was  fentenced  to  be  tranfported 
for  feven  vears. 

j _ 

N.  B.  During  the  trial  of  the 
lad  mentioned  prifoner  fome  of 
the  timbers  which  fupport  the 
Town  Hall,  gave  way,  and  the 
floor  funk  feveral  inches ;  the 
court  was  cleared  of  thofe  who 
were  not  concerned  in  the  trial, 
without  accident,  the  trial  then 
went  on,  and  was  finifhed,  and 
the  remaining  bufinefs  of  the 
feffions  done  in  the  church. 
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At  the  Great  Sedions,  holden  at 
Ruthin ,  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Denbigh ,  on  Friday,  the 
14th  of  Auguft,  1795,  before 
the  fame  Ju dices. 

Robert  Roberts ,  John  Willi¬ 
ams,  and  Hugh  Williams,  were 
indifted  for  a  riot,  and  affault- 
ing  and  imprifoning  John  Lloyd, 
E(q.  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  in 
the  execution  of  his  office,  on 
the  id  of  of  April  lad,  at  Den¬ 
bigh.  They  were  found  guilty, 
and  fentenced  to  three  years  im- 
prifonment,  and  to  enter  into 
recognifance,  with  fureties  for 
their  good  behaviour  for  feven 
years  more,  themfelves  in  10L 
and  their  fureties  in  5I.  each. 

Edward  Jones,  John  Jones , 
labourers,  Mofes  Davies,  and 
John  Jones,  yeomen,  were  in- 
elided  for  the  fame  offence  as 
the  laft  pnfoners.  Edward 
Jones,  John  Jones,  labourers, 
and  Moles  Davis,  pleaded  guilty; 
the  two  former  were  fentenced 
to  four  years  imprifonment,  and 
to  enter  into  recognifance,  with 
fureties  for  their  good  behavi¬ 
our  for  feven  years  more,  them¬ 
felves  in  20I.  and  their  fureties 
in  10I.  each.  Judgment  againft 
Mofes  Davies  was  not  prayed, 
and  John  Jones,  yeoman,  was 
not  in  cuftody. 

N.  B.  The  defendants,  in 
thefe  two  indiftments,  were  part 
of  a  great  number  of  people 
affembled,  at  Denbigh ;  where 
there  was  to  be  a  meeting  of  the 
juftices  for  doing  the  common 
bufinefs,  for  filling  up  vacan¬ 
cies  in  the  militia,  and  to  aft 
upon  the  late  Navy  Bill,  when 
the  mob  feized  the  juftices,  and 

after 
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after  making  ufe  of  many  fedi- 
tious  expreflions,  obliged  them 
to  pay  five  (hillings  to  the  men 
of  each  parifh  who  attended,  and 
alfo  to  fign  a  damped  paper, 
purporting  to  be  an  engagement 
not  to  aft  as  magidrates  in  raff¬ 
ing  men  for  the  militia  or  navy. 
The  defendants  in  the  ladmen- 
tioned  indiftment,  were  fome  of 
thofe  who  aftually,  by  threats, 
and  putting  the  judices  in  fear, 
extorted  the  money  from  them, 
and  for  which  the  above  Ed¬ 
ward  Jones,  and  John  Jones, 
laborers,  were  indifted  capitally, 
but  found — Not  guilty  :  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  robbery  varying 
from  the  manner  of  laying  it  in 
the  indiftments. 


At  the  Great  Sellions,  holden 
at  Mold ,  in  and  for  the  coun- 
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ty  of  Flint ,  on  Thurfday,  the 
20th  of  Augud,  1795,  before 
the  fame  Judices. 

John  Davies  was  indifted  for 
dealing  two  pump  fpears,  value 
30s.  from  on  board  the  fhip 
Anne,  and  being  the  property 
of  Samuel  Mac  Nab,  on  the 
24th  of  June  lad,  at  Holywell. 
He  was  found  guilty,  and  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  to  be  imprifoned 
three  months  in  the  common 
gaol.  This  prifoner  brought  a 
number  of  refpeftable  perfons, 
who  gave  him  a  very  good  cha- 
rafter.  He  had  unfortunately 
gone  with  many  others,  on 
board  the  above  fhip,  which  had 
been  dranded  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Dee,  and  had  taken  the 
articles  mentioned  in  the  indift- 
ment. 


OCCURRENCES. 

ABERYSTWYTH. 


WITH  regard  to  the  affair 
of  the  late  Evan  Thomas, 
the  country  is  divided  about  it ; 
the  friends  of  the  militia  faying 
one  thing,  and  the  town  and 
country  another.  But  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  give  you  the  true 
date,  as  far  as  it  has  come  out ; 
for  there  are  drong  fufpicions 
that  the  whole  has  not  come  to 
light. 


The  affray  began  at  the  Black 
Lion  (late  Captain  Lewis’s,  now 
one  Tom  Bowen’s,  a  Caermar- 
thenfhire  man).  It  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  tenant  of  Ffos  y 
Bleiddiaid  calling  for  his  horfe 
to  go,  and  the  people  of  the 
houfe  faying,  he  was  too  drunk 
to  cro,  and  that  he  mud  day 
there  that  night.  He  had  two 
or  three  people  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood 
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bourhood  with  him ;  but  one 
of  them,  Ned  of  Nantbyr.  who 
has  been  fome  bummers  in  Lon¬ 
don,  was  more  a£live  than  the 
others,  and  got  the  horfe  out, 
but  not  without  abufe  and  a 
blow  from  Tom  Bowen.  Evan 
Thomas,  and  his  fon,  had  palf- 
ed  by  a  little  before  this.  He 
heard  that  D.  Edwards,  ofFfos, 
was  there  drunk.  He  fent  his 
fon,  and  another  young  man, 
back  to  fetch  him.  Evan  Tho¬ 
mas  had  not  been  in  that  houfe 
the  whole  day,  nor  can  it  be 
found  that  he  had  any  quarrel 
that  day,  or  before,  with  the 
people  of  the  houfe,  or  the 
militia,  nor  they  with  him. 
When  he  found  his  fon  not 
bringing  him  foon,  he  turned 
back  himfelf,  and  was  feen  fit¬ 
ting  on  horfeback  in  the  ffreet 
oppofite  the  houfe,  and  then 
ftanding  on  the  ground  with  his 
horfe’s  bridle  on  his  arm.  While 
the  firff  party  were  getting  out 
Edward  s  horfe,  and  putting  him 
on  horfeback,  two  militia  men 
were  feen  coming  from  Bow¬ 
en  s  houfe,  and,  without  faying 
a  word,  one  gave  him  a  blow 
or  two  in  the  face  with  his  fill, 
and  both  kicked  him  in  the 
breech  and  groin.  He  fell 
down,  without  fpeaking  a  word, 
or  uttering  a  groan,  and  was 
quite  dead  in  two  or  three  mi¬ 
nutes.  The  body  was  taken  in¬ 
to  a  neighbouring  houfe,  and 
Dr.  Williams  was  fent  for  ;  and, 
upon  examination,  pronounced 
him  irrecoverably  dead.  The 
evidence  is  clear,  as  produced 
before  the  Coroner's  inquell, 
about  the  two  militia  men's 
beating  and  kicking  him;  but 
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there  are  fufpicions ,  and  fome 
words  confirming  them  were 
rumoured  about,  that  T.  Bowen 
had  alfo  beat  and  kicked  him  ; 
but  no  evidence  has  yet  appear¬ 
ed  to  prove  it.  The  militia 
men’s  names  are,  Tom  Frofl, 
and  George  Jones  ;  the  former 
a  native  of  the  neighbourhood 
of  Rofs  Fair,  but  of  Irifh  ori¬ 
ginal  ;  the  latter  a  native  of  Caer- 
marthenfhire.  The  Coroner’s 
inquell  was  adjourned  from 
Tuefday  the  23d  of  December, 
to  Monday  the  29th. 

The  fa£l  happened  between 
eight  and  nine  o’clock  at  night, 
on  the  2  2d. 

On  the  firff  day  of  the  inquefl, 
in  the  evening,  G.  Frofl  was 
put  in  the  guard  houfe,  by  or¬ 
der  of  the  adjutant ;  but  on  Tuef¬ 
day  morning,  before  the  coro¬ 
ner’s  warrant  was  executed  up¬ 
on  him,  he  made  his  efcape,  or 
was  buffered  to  make  it.  This 
caufed  fome  ill  blood  in  the 
country.  On  the  fecond  day  of 
the  inquefl,  the  29th,  the  evi¬ 
dence  came  home  to  G.  Jones. 
Mr.  Hughs,  of  Cwmllechwedd, 
much  to  his  credit,  in  the  opini¬ 
on  of  mofl  of  the  country,  was 
very  aflive  on  both  days,  by  the 
defire  of  the  fon  and  widow  of 
the  deceafed  ;  but  this  adlivity 
has  given  great  offence  to  fome 
of  the  officers  of  the  corps.  G. 
Jones  was  taken  better  care  of, 
and  was,  on  Monday  evening 
the  29th,  committed,  and  began 
his  way  to  Cardigan,  near  which 
town  I  met  him,  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  Wednefday,  in  his  way 
down  ;  for  I  had  been  down  in 
that  country  for  fome  days  be¬ 
fore  and  after.  The  principal 
%  officers 
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officers  have  given  their  word, 
that  Tom  Froft  alfo  fhall  make 
his  appearance  at  the  feffions,  to 
take  his  trial.  The  common  ex¬ 
pectation  is,  that  George  Jones 
will  be  admitted  King’s  evi¬ 
dence  ;  and  that  he  will  impeach 
T.  Bowen.  It  is  known,  that 
two  militia  men  were  inftigated 
to  what  they  did,  by  Bowen  and 
his  wife,  whole  characters  are 
very  bad,  and  it  is  generally  flip* 
pofed,  that  Evan  Thomas  was 
miftaken  for  Ned  ol  Nantbyr. 

A  number  of  gentlemen  have 
entered  into  an  aifociatron,  at 
Philadelphia,  under  the  name  of 
The  Cambrian  Company.  The 
objeCt  is  to  form  a  fettlement  of 
Welfh  people,  in  the  mo  ft  eligi¬ 
ble  fituation,  which  can  be  ob¬ 
tained,  congenial  to  health,  agri¬ 
culture,  manufacture,  and  com¬ 
merce,  within  the  United  States 
of  America.  The  heads  of  the 
principal  terms  are, — that  each 


fubferiber  .{hall  pay  100  dollars 
before  the  firft  of  November, 
1796  ; — that  five  commiffioners 
{hall  be  deputed  to  make  pur- 
chafes,  arrange  the  fettlement, 
and  other  matters  ; — that  a  fpot 
{hall  be  fixed  upon  for  a  town- 
plat,  not  exceeding  one  towri- 
ihip  of  fix  miles  fquare,  to  be 
divided  into  in  and  out  lots,  and  a 
number  of  lots,  not  exceeding 
500,  {hall  be  given  to  mechanics 
and  profeffio'nal  men  ;  the  other 
lots  to  be  fold  by  auCtion,  at 
ftated  times,  the  proceeds  of 
which,  {hall  be  appropriated  to 
the  general  concern,  tor  public 
buildings,  and  other  matters  ; 
that  the  whole  purchafe  fhall  be 
divided  into  feCtions  ol  640  acres 
each  ; — that  a  lottery  fhall  deter¬ 
mine  to  whom  ol  the  fubfenbers 
they  fhall  refpeCtively  belong;— 
that  no  perfon  fhall  hold  more 
than  four  feCtions  ;  nor  of  more 
than  twenty  lots  in  the  town. 


OBITUARY. 


AT  Tyddyn  Tudur,  in  the  pa- 
rifh  of  LlanvihangelGlyn-y- 
Myvyr,  Denbighfhire  ;  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  died  Mrs.  Catharine  Hum¬ 
phreys,  widow,  aged  95.  She 
enjoyed  her  faculties  to  the  laid, 
with  a  hvelmefs  and  agreeable- 
nefs  in  converfation,  even  at  her 
great  age,  which  made  her  fo- 
eiety  interefting. 

At  Dol  Howel,  near  Llangad- 
van,  Montgomery  {hire,  on  the 


20th  Auguft,  died  Mr.  William 
Jones,  noted  for  his  {kill  in  the 
treatment  of  the  fcrophula.  He 
was  a  man  ol  confiderable  read¬ 
ing  and  knowledge ;  a  good 
Welfh  poet,  and  philologift. 

About  the  middle  ol  Decem¬ 
ber,  died  Mr.  Richard  Powel,  of 
Yfpytty  Ivan,  Denbighfhire  ;  a 
young  man  of  very  promifing 
talents  as  a  Welih  poet,  who 
gained  one  of  the  medals  ol  tire 

Gwyneddigion 


I 
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Gwyneddigion  fociety,  about 
two  years  ago.  He  was  found 
dead  on  the  mountain  of  Hir- 
aethog,  having  perifhed  by  the 
feverity  of  the  weather,  in  con- 
fequence  of  lofing  his  way. 

The  following  names  fhould 
be  given  properly  in  the  next 
volume  ;  but  as  the  prefent  one 
has  been  delayed,  until  after  the 
events  of  their  deaths,  it  mu  ft 
be  confidered  as  a  tribute  due  to 
their  memory,  to  notice  them 
here. 

Among  the  many  gallant 
Britifh  officers,  whom  the  pre¬ 
fent  year  has  been  perifhing 
beneath  the  noxious  influence  of 
climate  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the 
principality  of  Wales  has  pecu¬ 
liarly  to  lament  two  of  her  dif- 
tinguifhed  natives  ;  Captain 
Lewes,  of  the  Hannibal  man 
of  war,  and  his  younger  brot 
ther,  Brigadier  General  Lewes, 
who  fell  by  the  fame  endemic 
fever,  and  with  the  intervention 
only  of  a  few  days. 

To  the  prefent  work  it  ap¬ 
propriately  belongs  to  preferve, 
beyond  the  lapfe  of  one  fleeting 
generation,  the  memorial  of  men, 
who,  fp ringing  from  the  bofom 
of  W ales,  have  completed  a  ca¬ 
reer,  honourable  and  dignified 
through  all  its  periods,  in  the 
immediate  fervice  of  Britain. 

While  the  tool  of  the  fculptor 
gives  permanency,  in  metal  or 
marble,  to  the  fhape  and  features 
of  the  great  and  good,  the  pen 
of  the  biographer  catches  and 
embodies  their  mind  and  man¬ 
ners,  and  makes  them  exift  for 
the  amufement  or  the  in- 


ftruftion  of  future  ages.  How 
little,  however,  of  the  living; 
man,  can  in  either  cafe  be  re¬ 
deemed  from  the  grave  ;  when 
the  happieft  efforts  of  the  art  iff, 
or  of  the  writer,  can  preferve 
only  the  fhade  of  a  charafter, 
or  the  lineaments  of  a  form  or 
a  face. 

In  the  life  of  the  private  in¬ 
dividual,  honourable  as  it  might 
be  to  himfelf,  and  beneficial  to 
thofe  within  the  circle  of  its 
influence,  are  rarely  to  be  found 
thofe  various  and  fparkling  ma¬ 
terials,  which  the  biography, 
that  would  intereft,  indifpenfably 
requires.  For  thofe  incidents, 
which  forcibly  feize  on  the  at¬ 
tention,  and  throw  a  glare  over 
the  recording  page,  we  muft 
borrow  from  the  ftatefman,  the 
conqueror,  or  the  monarch,  the 
detail  of  his  illuftrious  crimes, 
with  its  authentication  in  the 
calamities  of  man.  While  the 
fertilizing  current  of  the  foft 
and  filent  ftream  ; — while  the 
genial  breath  of  heaven,  in  all 
its  benignant  and  vital  efficacy, 
paffes  by  us,  and  wffiifpers  with¬ 
out  regard,  the  violence  of  the 
torrent,  or  the  whirlwind  im- 
preffes  its  awful  mifchief  on  our 
fenfes,  and  fallens  it  on  our  me¬ 
mories,  by  the  fields,  which  it 
has  defolated,  and  by  the  (hades, 
which  it  has  defaced. 

Of  the  family,  from  which 
Captain  and  Brigadier  General 
Lewes,  derived  their  birth,  fome 
account  has  already  been  given 
in  the  courfe  of  this  work*. 
We  need,  therefore,  only  men¬ 
tion,  that'  it  had  long  been  efta- 


*  Sec  page  154, 
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bliffied  at  Gellydowill,  in  the 
North-Weflern  diftrifl  of  Caer- 
marthenffiire  ;  and  that,  at  the 
period  to  which  we  particularly 
refer,  it  confifled  of  three  fons 
and  a  daughter— James,  Mary, 
and,  the  fubje&s  of  our  immedi¬ 
ate  attention,  Thomas  and  John. 
Of  thefe,  the  eldeft,  James, 
adopted  the  profeffion  of  arms  ; 
and  in  the  war,  terminated  by 
the  peace  of  Paris  in  1763,  be 
eminently  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  his  fpirit  and  condudl,  at  the 
head  of  a  troop  of  light  dra¬ 
goons  in  Burgoyne’s  regiment, 
againft  the  French  and  Spamffi 
forces,  on  their  invafion  of  Por¬ 
tugal.  His  fervices,  however, 
though  confiderable,  and  his 
charabler,  though  bright  as  in¬ 
tegrity^  honour,  and  intelle6l, 
could  make  it,  were  inefficient 
to  fecure  him  from  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  of  feeing  a  junior  officer 
preferred  to  purchafe  before 
him.  On  this  event  he  quitted 
the  army,  and  ended  his  days,  in 
the  middle  of  life,  in  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  his  paternal  feat.  His 
lifter,  Mary,  who  died  unmar¬ 
ried,  was  not  lefs  remarkable, 
for  the  virtues  of  her  heart,  the 
graces  of  her  perfon,  and  her 
feminine  accompliffiments,  than 
were  her  brothers  for  thofe 
ftronger  and  bolder  qualities, 
which  are  the  difcriminating 
excellencies  of  the  male  mind, 
and  which  fit  it  for  the  difcharge 
of  its  coarfer  and  more  labori¬ 
ous  duties.  Thomas,  the  Cap¬ 
tain,  and  John,  the  Brigadier 
General,  were  born  in  their  family 
manfion,  the  former  in  1742, 
and  the  latter  in  the  fubfequent 
year,  1743*  At  the  age  of  13* 


Thomas  entered  into  the  navy  f 
and  after  a  fervice  of  twenty- 
feven  years  in  the  intermediate 
ftations  of  midfhipmari,  lieute¬ 
nant,  and  mailer  and  command¬ 
er,  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  pofl-captain,  in  1782.  From 
that  period,  it  was  generally  his 
fortune  to  be  employed  as  admi¬ 
ral’s  captain  ;  and  confequently 
to  be  involved  in  the  action  of 
large  fleets. 

Soon  after  the  breaking  out 
of  the  prefent  war,  he  was  fent, 
with  the  appointment  of  the 
Sampfon,  of  64  guns,  on  the 
Jamaica  ftation  ;  where,  almoft 
immediately  on  his  arrival,  he 
was  commiffioned  to  the  Han¬ 
nibal,  of  574,  in  which  he  was 
doomed  to  terminate  his  mortal 
courfe  of  honour  and  utility. 
When  fhe  palled  to  his  com¬ 
mand,  this  (hip  had  fuffered,  in 
a  manner  the  molt  deplorable, 
from  the  ravage  of  that  malig¬ 
nant  fever,  which,  peculiar  to 
the  tropical  climates,  a£ls  with 
the  molt  fatal  violence  on  the 
conftitutions  of  Europeans.  De¬ 
prived  of  nearly  all  her  officers, 
and  of  more  than  half  her  men, 
the  Hannibal  prefented  to  her 
new  captain  the  fpe&acle  of 
inftant  danger  in  one  of  its 
molt  alarming  afpedls.  With  the 
option,  however,  fubmitted  to 
him,  of  returning  to  Europe  in 
the  Sampfon,  he  continued 
on  the  poll  of  duty,  preferring 
its  difcomforts,  and  its  menaces, 
to  the  fecurity,  the  repofe,  the 
indulgences  of  life,  and  even 
the  enjoyments  of  friendfhip,  of 
which,  in  his  own  country,  he 
was  affured.  In  the  fcene,  in¬ 
deed,  of  carnage,  which  was 

offered 
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offered  to  him,  he  beheld  the  baltern  ranks  of  Enfign  and 
gratifying  opportunity  of  bene-  Lieutenant,  he  obtained^  com 
licence ;  and  where  he  could  pany  in  the  64th  regiment, 
do  good  to  others,  he  was  al-  /rom  the  commencement’of  the 
ways  regardlefs  ol  confequences  American  war  to  its  conclufion, 
,,In  the  command  he  was  engaged  in  ahnoft  all  its’ 
ot  the  Hannibal,  his  aflivity  in  memorable  feenes ;  and  fitch 
oppofing  the  malady,  which  were  his  profeffional  aflivitv 
waited  her  ranks,  was  rendered  and  intelligence,  fuch  alfo  his 
eminently  fuccefsful  by  the  private  worth,  and  his  facial 
judgment  that  direfted  Us  exer-  manners,  that  he  poffeffed  in  an 
tions.  But  of  its  full  objeft,  it  eminent  degree  the  diferimi- 
was,  alas !  disappointed  by  the  nating  regard  of  all  the  Generals 
iulpenfion  of  the  heart,  from  who  fucceffively  direfted  the 

r  jw  'l1,’  UIfder  the  torPor  operations  of  the  Britifh  army, 
ot  Qifeafe,  and,  after  a  fhort  in-  His  fervices  during  the  war  were 

’  th.e.  obftruffion  of  principally  engaged  with  the 

1  m  j  ?  16  l  ow’  wb‘cb  thus  flank  companies  of  different  re- 

battled  the  complete  triumph  of  giments,  and  for  a  part  of  the 
his  beneficence,  was  felt  not  time  he  difeharged  the  office  of 
merely  by  the  various  ranks  of  Major  of  Brigade.  On  his  re 
ms  own  ttnp,  who  lamented  in  turn  to  England,  with  a  confti- 
their  loft  commander  their  im-  tution  ffiaken  by  the  fatigues  of 


mediate  and  generous  friend ; 
but  by  the  navy  alfo  of  England, 
which  was  deprived  by  it  of  an 
able  and  intelligent  officer,  who 
endeared  authority  by  tender 


duty,  and  with  a  fortune  not 
fwelled  by  its  emoluments  to  a 
level  with  the  demands  of  his 
ftation  in  fociety,  he  was  raifed 
by  brevet  to  the  rank  of 


nefs,  who  obtained  the  effeft  of  Major ;  and  he  then  formed  the 
difcipline  without  its  feventy,  defign  of  retiring  from  his  pro- 


and  who  threw  on  his  profeffion 
the  luftre  of  poliffied  manners, 
and  of  an  underftanding  enrich¬ 
ed,  by  a  large  acquaintance  with 


tellion,  and  of  doling  his  pe- 
nod  ot  honourable  a£tion  in  the 
feclufion  and  repofeof  his  native 
country.  He  flood,  however. 


*  rCf  Y?1'  1  vanous  and  t0°  high  in  the  eftimation  of  his 

ule  ul  knowledge.— He  expired  military  friends,  who  were  of  the 
on  board  his  ffiip,  off  Cape  Ni-  fir  ft  diftinclion  in  the  army,  to 
cho! la  Mole,  in  the  Ifiand  of  St.  be  permitted  to  execute  a  plan 
Domingo,  on  the  16th  of  the  the  effeH  of  which  was  to  del 
laft  July,  and  m  the  fifty  fourth  prive  them  of  his  affiftance  aid 
year  of  his  age.  his  fociety.  Their  inftances. 

His  brother,  John,  the  Bn-  united  with  the  wifhes  of  his 


/  J  7  *  A  - 

gadier-General,  obtained  his 
firft  commiffion  in  the  army,  at 
the  age  of  fixteen;  and  having 
ferved  for  fome  years  with  dif- 
tinguifhed  reputation  in  the  fu- 


Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York,  with  whofe  patronage  and 
friend  ffiip  his  mem  was  honour¬ 
ed,  prevailed  over  his  inclina¬ 
tion  to  retire  ;  and  induced  him 


tQ 
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to  repair,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Commandant  of  a  new-raifed  re- 
giinent,  on  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  hoftilities,  to  a 
ftation  at  Cape  Nichola  Mole ; 
where  he  was  invefted  with  the 
command  of  two  battalions  of 
Blacks,  the  appointment  of 
Quarter-Maft er-General ,  and  the 
local  rank  of  Brigadier- General. 
On  the  firft  invafion  of  the  fa¬ 
tal  difeafe,  with  the  hope  of  be¬ 
nefit  from  a  change  of  air,  and 
to  give  his  enfeebled  conftitutiofi 
fome  refpite  from  the  peculiarly 
deleterious  aftion  of  the  climate 
of  St.  Domingo,  he  , embarked 
for  Jamaica  ;  and  in  that  ill  and, 
within  a  few  days  from  his  ai_ 
rival  on  it,  he  clofed  his  valuable 
life,  in  the  fifty  third  year  of  his 
age,  and  on  the  fixth  day  of  the 
fame  month,  which  was  foon  to 
witnefs  the  fall  of  his  hi  other. 

By  the  Left  judges  of  military 
merit,  his  profeffional  taients 
and  information  were  admitted 
to  clafs  in  a  high  rank ;  and 
his  knowledge  in  particular  of 
ground  for  the  various  and  com¬ 
plex  bufinefs  of  war,  was  re¬ 
garded  as,  at  lead,  equal  to  that 
of  any  officer  in  the  Britiffi  army. 
His  chara&er  in  command  very 
clofely  refembled  that  of  his  bro¬ 
ther.  *  Stria  and  firm  in  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  order,  the  Briga¬ 
dier-General,  like  the  Captain, 
infliCfed  no  ufelefs  feverity  ;  and 
indulged  in  no  capricious  par¬ 
tiality.  With  the  great  end  of 
difcipline  in  view,  he  purfued 
and  attained  it  by  the  broad  and 
plain  courfe  of  juftice  and  of 
mildnefs.  To  the  obftinately  bad 
alone  was  he  an  obje£t  of  terror: 
of  the  good,  he  was  the  delight ; 


of  all  the  refpeft.  Exa&ing, 
from  a  conviction  of  its  ne- 
ceffity,  themoft  perfeft  fubordi- 
nation,  he  exulted  in  the  title  of 
THE  SOLDIERS  FRIEND.  On 
every  occafion  was  he  forward 
to  refcue  the  weak  from  the  op,- 
preffion  of  the  ftrong;  and  where 
he  was,  the  injured  individual 
in  the  ranks,  was  afiured  of  find¬ 
ing  a  zealous  aflerter  of  his 
caufe,  and  a  general  protestor  of 
his  rights.  A  combination  of  fi> 
much  ability  with  fo  much  worth, 
and  ornamented  by  manners, 
remarkably  correct  and  refined, 
could  not  fail  of  conciliating 
regard  where  it  was  known ;  01 
of  attaching  affection  where  yt 
more  immediately  a6ted.  No 
man,  perhaps,  in  the  Britiffi 
army,  enjoyed  in  a  more  grati¬ 
fying  degree  the  efteem  of  all  its 
orders. — No  man,  perhaps,  has 
lived  more  fincerely  beloved,  or 
has  died  more  poignantly  la¬ 
mented  than  Brigadier- General 
Lewes. 

Occupied  principally  in 
camps,  and  with  the  difcharge 
of  his  military  duties,  this  ex¬ 
cellent  man  poffelfed  not  the  op¬ 
portunity,  which  his  brother  fo 
happily  improved,  of  exhibiting 
any  very  various  difplay  of  cha- 
rafter;  and  the  energy  of  the 
fame  good  and  enlightened 
mind  in  its  influence  on  diffe¬ 
rent  fituations. 

Difengaged  during  the.  long 
intervals  of  peace  from  the  de¬ 
mands  of  his  profeffion,  Captain 
Lewes  converfed  largely  with 
the  world ;  and  difclofed  the 
effeas  of  the  fame  aaive  juftice 
and  benevolence,  as,  at  one 
time,  they  conftituted  the  wel- 
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fare  of  a  {hip  ;  and  at  another, 
as,  in  wider  diffufion,  they  fpread 
happinefs  over  a  diftrifil  or  a 
province.  His  acquaintance  with 
foreign  countries  was  extenfive; 
for,  befides  a  refidence  of  fome 
continuance  in  France,  and  a 
tour  in  which  he  traverfed  Finn- 

»,  i 

gary,  and  was  prefent  at  all  the 
principal  courts  ol  Germany,  he 
twice  vifited,  on  interefting  oc- 
cafions,  the  continent  xaf  Ame¬ 
rica ;  once  as  the  friend  of  Mr. 
Maurice  Morgan,  who  wa's  fent 
by  the  Britifh  Miniftry  to  Ca¬ 
nada,  for  the  purpofe  of  pre¬ 
paring  a  fyftem  of  legiflation  for 
that  valuable  colony  :  and  once 
as  the  fecretary  and  friend  of  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  when  that  no¬ 
bleman  eroded  the  Atlantic, 
on  a  million  of  peace  to  the 
thirteen  United  States.  From 
an  intercourfe,  thus  liberal  with 
mankind,  a  heart  naturally 
large  acquired  greater  expan- 
fion,  and  manners  natural¬ 
ly  fine  contraUed  their  lalf 
bright  fuiface.  Recommended 
by  the  knowledge  which  in¬ 
forms,  and  by  the  qualities 
which  pleafe,  the  intimacy  of 
Captain  Lewes  was  cultivated 
by  the  great ;  and  in  the  proud 
lift  of  his  friends,  he  could  num¬ 
ber  the  illuftrious  for  their  ta¬ 
lents,  their  poffeilions,  or  their 
rank.  With  thefe  he  alfociated 
as  the  equal ;  and  forbearing  to 
violate  the  juft  privileges,  with 
which  the  order  of  fociety  had 
diftinguifhed  them,  he  refigned 
no  portion  of  his  independence  ; 
and  ftooped  in  no  degree  from 
his  own  proper  ftature.  Con- 
feious  of  their  rights,  he  fecured 
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his  own  from  invafion  :  and,  with 
an  accurate  diferimination  of 
the  foreign  from  the  native, 
he  alligned  to  mere  rank,  no¬ 
thing  more  than  its  demands  of 
precedency  or  title  ;  and  never 
luffered  the  dazzle  of  the  ftar  to 
throw  a  fplendid  concealment 
over  the  fpotted  bofom,  on 
which  it  might  occalionally 
fparkle. 

To  thofe  who  beheld  this  ac- 
complilhed  charafiler  only  in  its 
more  public  walk  of  elevated 
fociety,  it  muft  unqueftionably 
appear  to  be  an  objeef  of  more 
than  common  regard  ;  but  to 
thole,  who  could  approach  it  in 
the  ftiller  feenes  of  private  and 
retired  life,  it  flood  forth  as  the 
challenger  of  admiration  and 
love.  In  thefe  feenes,  indeed, 
it  was  exhibited  in  all  its  beauty; 
here  it  was  obferved  in  the  ftre- 
nuous  exercife  of  various  bene¬ 
ficence  ;  diftributing,  with  the 
hand  of  health,  food  to  the  hun¬ 
gry,  raiment  to  the  naked,  me¬ 
dicines  and  affiftance  to  the 
fick  :  here,  in  fhort,  it  was  feen 
in  its  ftruggle  againft  the  multi¬ 
form  incurfion  of  human  woe  ; 
and  while  it  fucceeded  in  dry¬ 
ing  up  the  tear  of  anguifh,  open¬ 
ing  in  its  ftead  the  gufh  of  thank- 
fulnefs  and  tranfport.  With  a 
fortune,  which  by  the  rich  would 
be  efteemed  fcarcely  a  remove 
from  the  fordidnefs  of  want,  did 
this  admirable  man  accomplifh 
the  moll  pervading  good.  With¬ 
in  a  circle  of  no  very  narrow 
circurnfcription  was  poverty  de¬ 
prived  of  her  fevereft  pangs, 
and  oppreftion  compelled  to  re- 
lmquifh  the  vi6lim,  whom  fhe 
H  h  had 
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had  doomed.  Before  his  exer¬ 
tions  as  a  magiffrate,  fhrunk  the 
attorney,  who,  by  the  conver- 
fion  of  law  into  injuftice,  had 
fwelled  into  the  legal  terror  of 
the  village;  and  by  his  example 
the  integrity  of  the  country  gen¬ 
tleman  was  awakened  into  ac¬ 
tivity,  and  directed  to  the  means 
of  encreafing  the  growth  of  hu¬ 
man  virtue  and  felicity,  by 
checking  the  outrage  of  human 
felfifhnefs  and  cruelty.  W ere 
it  neceffary  by  any  more  fubtle 
and  appropriate  touches  to  fub- 
ftantiate  a  chara&er  ol  fo  much 
rare  and  unmingled  worth,  we 
would  notice,  in  contradiction  to 
a  remark,  founded  on  a  deep 
obfervation  of  human  nature, 
that,  while  his  friendfhips  were 
ardent,  uniform,  and  efficient, 
his  refentmerits,  (for  enmities, 
unlefs  they  were  thole  of  prin¬ 
ciple  againff  baferiefs,  had  he 
none),  were  the  Tallies  only  of 
a  moment,  which  innocently 
ceafed  with  the  glow  on  his 
cheek,  or  the  falter  on  his 
tongue.  As  even  the  mortal  re- 
fidence  of  fo  valuable  a  mind  may 
be  the  fubjeCt  of  future  curiofity, 
it  will  not  be  deviating  from 
our  purpofe,  to  record  that  the 
perfon  of  Captain  .Lewes  was  of 
the  higheft  of  the  middle  height, 
and  modelled  equally  for  agility 
and  ftrength ;  that  the  manlinefs 
and  fymmetry  of  his  features 
were  rendered  peculiarly  pleaf- 
ing  by  an  effufion  of'  mild  cha¬ 
racter  ;  and  that  the  benevolence 
which  burned  in  his  heart,  was 
brightly  diffinguifhable  in  its  illu¬ 
mination  on  his  countenance. 


To  him  might  ji  Illy  be  applied! 
what  was  remarked  of  one  of 
the  firft  characters  *,  of  the 
later  ages  of  Rome ;  —  when 
you  faw  him,  you  would  im¬ 
mediately  acknowledge  him  to 
be  the  good  man,  and  would 
eafily  believe  him  to  be  the 
GREAT. 

My  friend,  farewell  ! — Yet, 
though  now  divided  from  me  by 
the  barriers  of  the  grave  ; — by 
that  gulph  of  darknefs,  which 
the  eye  of  man  has  never 
fathomed,  will  I  not,  like  him 
who  is  without  the  Chriffian 
hope,  bid  thee  an  everlast¬ 
ing  farewell.  Whatever  it 
may  appear  through  the  illufion 
of  mortal  vifion,  the  interval 
which  feparates  us  is  nothing 
more  than  a  point.  But  on  earth 
thou  art  fevered  from  my  heart, 
and  my  wants ;  and  till  I  rejoin 
thee,  muff  I  lament  the  lofs  of 
that  integrity  on  which  my  af- 
fcftion  could  fafely  repofe;  of 
that  cheerfulnefs,  and  that  tender 
fympathy  which  taught  the  hours 
of  varied  life  to  ffrike  with 
brighter  charms,  or  to  affedf 
with  mitigated  gloom.  My 
weaknefs  alfo  muff  regard  it  as 
an  aggravation  of  regret,  that 
thy  fall  was  deftined  to  a  remote 
region,  where  the  attentions  of 
my  love  could  not  follow  thee ; 
where  my  care  could  not  watch 
at  thy  pillow; — where  my  arm 
could  not  fupport  thy  languid 
head  ;  where  my  eye  could  not 
difcover,  and  my  hand  prevent 
the  want  ere  it  ffruggled  into 
articulation ;  where  my  ear  could 

not  arreff  the  laff  fad,  but  inte- 
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refting  and  dear  accents,  as 
they  trembled  on  thy  lips; — 
where  I  could  not  behold  the 
triumph  -of  thine  upright  fpirit 
in  death,  and  be  witnefs  to  the 
dignity  of  man  in  the  deeped: 
humiliation  ol  humanity.  But 
the  tear  blends  with  the  ink  ol  the 
writer,  and  effaces  its  lines. — 
My  friend !  All-hail,  and  fare¬ 
well  ! — -A  thoufand  recolledlions, 
alfociated  with  thy  idea,  awaken 
in  my  bolom  and  urge  its  fenfi- 
bilities.  How  painful  is  it  to 
refiedf,  that,  for  the  piety  of 
friendfhip,  nothing  now  remains 
but  to  prefent  this  poor  offering 
to  thy  memory,  and  to  pour 
thefe  unavailing  forrows  on  thy 
grave. 

— — Manibus  date  lilia  pienis! 
Pttrpureos  fpargam  flores,  animamquc 
Sodalh  finani 

His  fakem  accumulem. donis  ;  et  fungar 
Jvluiiere. 

Virg.  ALn.  lib.  vi. 

The  late  Sir  Roger  Moflyn, 
Bart,  died  at  Moftvn-ITall,  on 

j 

26th  of  July  1796,  at  the  age  of 
fixty-one  years  and  nine  months. 
His  remains  were  conveyed 
from  Moflyn,  Aug.  8,  and  laid, 
the  day  following,  in  the  family 
vault  at  Llan  Rhos,  in  Caer- 
narvonfhire. 

H  is  charadier  was  that  of  a 
truly  benevolent  man.  He  was 
the  bell  of  landlords,  and  ne¬ 
ver  opprefled  any  body. 

He  fucceeded  his  father,  Sir 
Thomas,  early  in  life,  in  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  county  of 
Flint,  and  filled  that  arduous 
office,  with  the  greateft  credit 
to  himfelf,  and  latisfadlion  to  his 
conflituents,  for  near  forty 
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years.  And,  it  may  with  the 
ftridteft  regard  to  truth  be  af¬ 
firmed,  that  a  MOKE  INDEPEN¬ 
DENT  member  never  fat  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

He  married  Margaret,  only 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr, 
Wynne,  fecond  fon  of  Bod- 
fcallan  ;  but  his  brother  dying 
without  ifiue,  he  fucceeded  to 
the  effate.  This  family  was  a 
branch  of  the  illuflrious  Houfe 
of  Gwydir.  On  the  death  of 
her  maternal  uncle,  Evan 
Llovd  Vaughan,  Efq.  Member 
of  Parliament  for  Merioneth- 
fhire.  Lady  Moflyn  fucceeded  to 
all  his  eftates,  viz,  Cors-y-  Ge- 
dol,  Plas-hen,  and  Bodidris.  By 
her  Sir  Roger  had  feven  chil¬ 
dren;  one  fon,  the  prefent  Ba¬ 
ronet,  and  fix  daughters.  Of 
the  daughters  two  are  married, 
one  to  Thomas  Swvmnef 
Champneys,  Efq.  only  fon  of 
Sir  Thomas  Champneys,  Bart, 
of  Orchardley,  in  Somerfet- 
fhire,  and  the  other  to  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Pryce  Lloyd,  Bart,  of 
Pengwern,  near  St,  Afaph. 

Sir  Thomas  has  now  com¬ 
pleted  his  twentieth  year,  and 
promifes  fair  to  inherit  all  the 
virtues  of  his  anceflors. 

The  Moftyns  of  Moftyn-Hall, 
are  the  Pencenedl ,  or  chief 
branch  of  the  Moftyns.  Their 
Stock  is  T  udor  Trevor,  the 
Tribe  of  March,  or  as  he  is 
commonly  filled,  the  Earl  of 
Hereford.  See  Mr.  Pennant  s 
Hi  (lory  of  White  ford,  &c. 

On  the  firft  of  Auguft,  1796, 
died  at  Tea,  on  board  his  Ma- 
iefty’s  ffiip  La  jufte,  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  inflammation  in  his  leg.,  the 

Rev, 


468  CAMBRIAN  REGISTER,  1795. 


Rev.  William  Holcombe,  M.  A. 
Canon  of  St.  David’s,  a  Pre¬ 
bendary  in  the  Collegiate  Church 
in  Brecon,  Reftor  of  Maner- 
divy  and  Matry,  and  Vicar  of 
Penbryn. 

On  the  18th  of  the  fame 
month,  died,  at  Caermarthen,  in 
the  7  7  ah  year  pf  his  age,  the 


Rev.  Peter  Williams,  Editor  of 
three  editions  ol  the  Welfh  Fa¬ 
mily  Bible,  with  notes — a  Welfh 
Pocket  Bible,  with  notes  anct 
marginal  references — a  Welfh 
Concordance  to  the  Bible — • 
and  author  of  feveral  religious, 
trafts. 


It  is  requefledof  the  well-n  iftier s  to  the  Cambrian  Register,  that 
they  would  be  pleafed  to  tranfmit  their  favours  as  early  as  it 
may  be  conveniently  poffible,  addrejjed  to  the  editor,  at  Mejfrs . 
Williams’s,-  bookfellers  in  the  Strand,  London  in  order  that 
the  publication  for  the  year  1796  JJiould  not  be  del  aye  a- much 
beyond  the  regular  time . 
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